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Chapter  I. 
BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 
President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
1785-1788. 


IF  OPINIONS  DIFFEK  AS  TO  WHETHER  BENJA- 
min  Franklin  was  the  greatest  figure  in  the  early 
history  of  the  United  States,  there  can  be  no 
question  as  to  his  position  in  the  history  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania.  The  story  of  his  birth 
in  Boston  in  1706,  his  boyhood  service  in  his  father's 
soap  and  tallow  factory,  his  later  connection  with 
his  bix)ther*s  newspaper  work,  his  tramp  to  Philadel- 
phia and  his  early  struggles  here, — has  been  told  often 
and  well.  His  printing  establishment  became  the  first 
in  the  colony  and  many  beautiful-  specimens  of  typo 
graphy  bear  witness  to  the  skill  and  taste  which  he 
brought  to  the  mechanical  phase  of  his  work.  Ho 
made  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette  the  most  authoritative 
periodical  of  the  province,  and  by  the  establishment 
of  Poor  Richard's  Almanac  gave  himself  a  continental 
and  international  reputation.    For  the  decade  from 
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1736  to  1747  he  was  Clerk  to  the  Assembly,  and  was  as 
well  the  publisher  of  the  Journal.  As  Postmaster 
General  of  the  colonies,  as  commander  of  a  force  of 
volunteers  against  the  French  and  their  Indian  allies, 
as  a  scientist  of  astonishing  originality  and  perspica- 
city, and  as  a  legislator  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Commonwealth,  his  many-sided  character  stands  out  in 
bold  relief.  Conspicuous  in  combatting  the  untenable 
attitude  of  the  proprietaries  with  regard  to  paper  cur 
rency  and  taxation,  he  was  sent  to  England  to  fight 
them  on  their  OW'U  ground,  with  an  entirely  successful 
result,  and  remained  there  seven  years  as  the  agent 
of  Pennsylvania  and  several  of  the  other  provinces. 
After  a  period  of  twenty  years  mostly  passed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  colony  abroad,  he  returned  to  America  and 
was  at  once  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  which  drew 
up  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  most  famous  signers.  He  was  president  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Constitutional  Convention  of  1776, 
but  important  duties  again  called  him  abroad,  where  he 
WAS  successful  in  securing  the  alliance  of  France  and 
ultimately  in  concluding  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 
Britain.  Returning  home  at  his  own  request,  he  was 
at  once  chosen  President  of  the  Council  and  kept  in 
office  for  the  constitutional  period  of  three  years.  He 
laid  the  corner  stone  and  contributed  largely  to  what 
is  now  known  as  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  in 
Lancaster.  He  w^as  a  member  of  the  United  States 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1787,  his  work  in  which 
was  so  important  a  feature,  that  without  his  wise 
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counsels  it  is  probable  that  nothing  would  have  re- 
sulted. Upon  the  termination  of  his  administration, 
he  retired  to  private  life,  where  his  fertile  brain  kept 
his  tongue  and  pen  busy  amusing  himself  and  instruct- 
ing his  fellows  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1790,  after  an 
unparalleled  career  of  public  usefulness  to  which  his 
administration  of  Pennsylvania  affairs,  October  18, 
1785,  to  October  14,  1788,  was  a  worthy  culmination. 
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To  the  Assembly  Recommending  various  measures  of 
internal  improvement. 

Gentlemen: 

BY  THE  SEVENTEENTH  SECTION  OF  THE  CON- 
stitution,  the  General  Assembly  are  directed  to 
cause  compleat  lists  of  the  taxable  inhabitants 
in  the  city  and  each  county  in  the  Commonwealth 
respectively,  to  be  taken  and  returned  to  them  every 
seventh  year,  from  the  year  1778,  in  order  to  regulate 
and  apportion  upon  those  lists  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives to  be  chosen  for  the  ensuing  period.  As  this 
is  a  matter  of  importance,  and  falls  upon  the  present 
year,  it  appears  to  us  that  it  would  be  well  to  attend  to 
it  as  soon  as  possible.  By  the  present  criminal  laws 
fines  are  a  part  of  the  punishment  for  a  variety  of  of- 
fences; applications  are  continually  made  to  us  by 
the  offenders  for  remission  of  such  fines;  and  these 
applications  are  recommended  by  the  Magistrates,  on 
the  sole  consideration  that  the  criminals  being  poor 
and  unable  to  pay,  become,  while  detained  in  prison, 
a  charge  to  the  public;  as  this  is  generally  the  case, 
the  imposition  of  fines  is  rendered  ineffectual  as  a 
punishment,  and  the  satisfaction  due  by  the  laws  to  the 
community  from  the  offenders,  is  not  made.  We, 
therefore,  offer  it  for  your  consideration,  whether 
means  may  not  be  found  to  oblige  them  to  pay  by 
labor  what  they  are  unable  to  pay  in  money,  and 
whether  this  would  not  tend  more  to  the  prevention  of 
oft'ences,  those  especially  which  are  committed  thro'  a 
vicious  dislike  of  labor.  In  the  General  Reform  of  our 
penal  laws,  necessary  in  itself,  and  required  by  the 
thirty-eighth  section  of  the  Constitution,  this  parti- 
cular will  properly  come  before  you. 

Easy  communication  between  the  different  parts  of 
the  State,  is  one  of  the  means  that  contribute  to  its 
wealth  and  prosperity.     Our  roads  are  generally  bad, 
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whereby  the  conveyance  of  our  produce  and  merchan- 
dise to  market  is  often  obstructed,  delayed,  or  rendered 
more  expensive.  If  the  repairing  of  roads  was  made 
a  county  charge,  to  be  defrayed  by  a  tax,  and  executed 
by  contract,  instead  of  being  as  at  present  an  unequal 
burthen  on  the  townships,  we  apprehend  they  would 
be  kept  in  better  order,  and  the  public  greatly  bene- 
fited. 

The  establishment  of  an  improved  system  of  revenue 
is  a  matter  that  seems  to  us  very  necessary,  and  we 
therefore,  earnestly  recommend  it  to  your  considera- 
tion. 

The  test  laws,  however,  proper  and  necessary  they 
may  have  been  at  the  time  and  under  the  circumstances 
in  which  they  were  made,  are  at  present,  on  various  ac- 
counts, the  cause  of  much  uneasiness  in  the  State. 
We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  it  is  now  expedient 
to  revise  them. 

We  should  have  sooner  laid  some  of  these  matters 
before  you  Honorable  House,  but  that  we  were  unwill- 
ing to  withdraw  your  attention  from  the  important 
points  recommended  to  you  by  Congress. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  Nov'r  11th,  1785. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  a  petition  for  redress 
and  relief  from  certain  natives  of  China  and  Bengal 
late  a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Pallas  Indiaman. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  November  3rd,  1785. 

A  PETITION    WAS    SOME    DAYS    SINCE    PRE- 
sented  to  this  Board  by  Sick  Keesar  and  thirty- 
five  others,  natives  of  China  and  Bengal,  and 
late  a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Pallas  Indiaman,  stating 
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that  they  had  been  compelled  by  force  of  arms  to  navi- 
gate the  ship  aforesaid,  from  Batavia  in  the  East  Indies 
to  Baltimore  in  Maryland;  that  in  the  course  of  their 
passage  they  were  otherwise  much  ill  treated  by  John 
O'Donnells,  their  Captain;  that  wishing  to  return  to 
their  friends  and  country,  they  had  come  hither  in  the 
prospect  of  being  able  to  get  a  passage  in  Captain 
Truxtun;  that  finding  that  impracticable,  and  being 
now  without  money,  and  at  once  unaccustomed  to  the 
manners,  language  and  climate  of  this  country,  they 
were  induced  to  pray  for  the  interposition  of  govern- 
ment, and  beg  from  it  such  supply  of  food  and  cloath- 
ing  as  under  these  circumstances  Council  may  think 
proper  to  grant.  Viewing  it  as  a  matter  of  some  im- 
portance that  these  people  should  not  be  permitted 
to  carry  home  with  them  any  well-founded  prejudice 
against  either  the  justice  or  humanity  of  these  United 
States,  Council  have  thought  proper  to  come  to  two 
resolutions  upon  it :  The  first  was,  that  a  copy  of  their 
petition  should  be  transmitted  to  the  Governor  of 
Maryland,  with  a  request  that  measures  may  be  taken 
to  investigate  the  facts  relating  to  their  treatment  by 
Captain  O'Donnell,  and,  if  injured,  that  justice  might 
be  done  them.  The  second,  that  the  General  Assembly 
should  be  requested  to  make  such  provision  for  them 
as  may  be  necessary  for  their  immediate  health  and 
comfort. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  certain  requisitions  of 
Congress. 

Gentlemen : 

HEREWITH  WILL  BE  LAID  BEFORE  YOU  THE 
following  papers,  vizt : 

A  certificate  of  the  running  and  marking  the 
boundary  line  between  this  State  and  Virginia. 
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A  letter  from  the  Honorable  Joseph  Gardner,  Es- 
quire, Delegate  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress,  accom- 
panied with  a  report  from  the  Board  of  Treasury. 

A  letter  from  Charles  Thomson,  Esquire,  Secretary 
of  Congress,  dated  October  the  seventh,  inclosing  two 
acts  of  Congress  of  September  the  twenty-seventh, 
and  September  the  thirtieth. 

A  letter  of  October  the  tenth,  from  the  Board  of 
Treasury,  inclosing  the  requisition  of  Congress  for  the 
present  year,  with  statements  of  the  deficiencies  of 
several  preceeding  years. 

A  letter  from  Charles  Thomson,  Esquire,  inclosing  a 
resolution  of  Congress  of  October  the  twelfth. 

A  letter  from  the  Honorable  John  Jay,  Esquire,  Sec- 
retary for  Foreign  Affairs,  inclosing  one  from  the  Che- 
valier John  Paul  Jones. 

A  letter  from  John  Nicholson,  Esquire,  Comptroller 
General,  with  a  paper  containing  the  heads  of  charges 
which  this  State  hath  against  the  United  States. 

A  letter  from  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  October  the 
twenty-fifth,  inclosing  an  act  of  Congress  of  April  the 
twenty-seventh,  1784;  and  another  of  October  the 
twelfth,  1785. 

A  letter  from  Charles  Thomson,  Esquire,  of  October 
25th,  with  a  state  of  our  representation  for  the  last 
month,  and  copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congress. 
Gentlemen : 

These  requisitions  of  Congress,  and  the  subject  of 
their  several  resolutions  and  acts,  appear  to  us  of  such 
vast  importance  to  the  present  reputation  and  future 
security  of  these  States,  that  we  must  earnestly  press 
your  taking  them  into  immediate  consideration,  and 
making  such  provision  for  answering  their  salutary 
purposes  as  to  your  wisdom  shall  appear  most  effec- 
tual. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Council  Chamber,  October  28th,  1785. 
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To  the  Pennsylvania  Members  of  Congress  Concern- 
ing the  proposed  cession  by  Connecticut  of  a  part 
of  that  State's  claim  to  Western  territory  to  the 
United  States. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  May  11th,  1786. 
Gentlemen : 

SINCE  THE  INCLOSED    COPY    OF    MY    LAST, 
Council  have  had  your  letter  under  considera- 
tion, and  we  are  apprehensive  of  disagreeable 
consequences  from  the  cession,  if  made  in  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  expressed. 

We  depend  on  your  steady  and  vigilant  opposition 
to  every  measure  that  may  injure  or  weaken  the  claims 
and  rights  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  conceive  it  would  be  proper  to  obtain  a  twelve 
months  extension  of  time  for  the  claimants  to  present 
their  applications  in  Pennsylvania  for  the  reasons  you 
suggest;  and  desire  Congress  may  be  moved  to  grant 
such  an  extension.  In  regard  to  the  additional  Com- 
missioner, it  does  not  appear  to  be  of  so  much  conse- 
quence. 

With  great  regard  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  President. 
The  Honorable  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in 
Congress. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  certain  Communications 
from  Congress  and  particular  States,  the  negocia- 
tions  with  Delaware  and  Maryland,  and  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  officers,  soldiers  and  seamen  of  the 
late  war. 

Gentlemen : 

HEEEWITH  WILL  BE  LAID  BEFOKE  YOU  A 
number  of  communications  made  by  Congress 
and  particular  states  since  your  last  meet- 
ing. These  we  recommend  to  your  consideration, 
and  especially  the  requisition  of  Congress  for  our 
quota  of  the  Foederal  supply  for  the  year  1786.  It 
is  to  the  honor  of  Pennsylvania  that  she  has 
hitherto  been  behind  none  of  the  States  in  ready  com- 
pliance with  such  requisitions,  and  we  have  no  doubt 
but  you  will  take  care  to  provide  that  this  part  of  our 
character  shall  continue  undiminished — the  due  sup- 
port of  our  General  Government,  and  the  punctual  dis- 
charge of  our  foreign  obligations,  being  of  essential 
importance  to  the  welfare  and  security  of  the  whole 
Union. 

Some  farther  progress  has  been  made  in  the  negocia- 
tion  with  the  States  of  Delaware  and  Maryland  since, 
your  last  session:  Commissioners  have  been  appointed, 
an  interview  proposed,  and  every  inclination  to  meet 
this  Commonwealth  on  the  ground  of  reciprocal  ad- 
vantage discovered. 

Having  observed  that  the  act  passed  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  September,  1785,  entituled  "An  Act  for 
the  relief  of  officers,  soldiers,  and  seamen,  who,  in  the 
course  of  the  late  war,  have  been  wounded  or  other 
wise  disabled  in  the  service  of  this  State  or  of  the 
United  States,''  is  liable  to  many  and  great  abuses. 
That  it  has,  in  some  instances  falling  within  our  own 
knowledge,  been  made  to  operate  on  very  improper  sub- 
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jects.  We  are  of  opinion  that  a  revisal  thereof  should 
take  place  as  early  as  possible,  and  such  alteration 
made  as  will  effectually  prevent  any  misapplication  of 
the  benevolence  of  Government. 

Among  the  papers  sent  you  are  some  which  relate  to 
the  people  of  Wyoming. 

We  expect  that  these  settlers  will  send  agents  hither 
to  represent  to  your  Honorable  House  their  present 
situation. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  August  25th,  1786. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  State  lands  and  boun- 
daries. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  FOLLOWING  SUBJECTS  HAVE  PRESENT- 
ed  themselves  to  us  as  important,  and  are  sub- 
mitted to  your  consideration. 

By  a  report  of  the  4th  of  October,  from  Messieurs 
Porter  and  McClean,  we  are  informed,  that  the  busi- 
ness upon  which  they  were  employed  is  now  finished, 
and  that  the  Western  line  of  this  state  extends  some 
distance  into  Lake  Erie. 

The  advantages  which  may  result  to  the  public  from 
this  circumstance,  if  well  understood  and  properly  im- 
proved, have  led  us  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  set- 
ting off  and  reserving  to  the  use  of  this  Common- 
wealth a  tract  of  land,  of  such  shape  and  dimensions 
as  shall  take  in  all  those  parts  of  the  Lake  falling 
within  our  limits. 

By  a  law  passed  on  the  16th  day  of  September,  1785, 
the  10th  day  of  April  next  has  been  made  the  period 
for  compleating  all  titles  to  lands  held  by  location,  or 
other  office  right,  obtained  before  the  10th  day  of  Sep- 
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tember,  1776,  and  3^et  remaining  unpatented.  On  this 
we  would  state  our  information,  that  the  indulgence 
offered  by  this  law  has  been  seldom  used,  and  our 
belief,  that  notwithstanding  the  wishes  of  the  people 
to  accommodate,  it  will,  eventually,  meet  with  but 
little  compliance.  Should  the  penal  part  of  it  be 
strictly  observed,  it  is  hard  to  say  what  evils  it  might 
originate,  or  where  they  would  cease.  The  presump- 
tion is,  that  they  would  be  many  and  extensive;  and, 
in  this  event,  we  need  scarcely  suggest  how  much 
safer  and  better  it  would  be  to  alter  the  law,  than  to 
risk  the  experiment.  Another  objection  to  the  law, 
as  it  now  stands,  will  arise  from  the  mode  prescribed 
for  its  execution.  By  reference  to  an  Act  of  Assem- 
bly passed  the  9th  day  of  April,  1781,  the  Land  Officers 
are  directed  to  make  out  and  transmit  ''to  the  respec- 
tive County  Commissioners,  list  of  delinquents  for 
purchase  money  and  interest,  or  arrearages  of  pur- 
chase money  and  interest,  in  their  counties,  respec- 
tively, upon  which  lists  the  Commissioners  are  required 
to  issue  their  Warrants  of  Sale,  &ca.;"  but  from  a  view 
of  the  Land  Office  books,  it  appears  that  all  accounts 
are  in  the  names  of  the  original  warrantees,  who  in 
many  instances  are  dead,  and  who  in  others  have  trans- 
ferred the  property,  whence  it  must  follow  that. these 
lists  cannot  be  made  a  directory  for  the  processes  to 
be  instituted.  Under  these  circumstances,  two  ex- 
pedients offer,  which  in  our  opinion,  obviate  all  objec- 
tion, and  make  compliance  easy.  The  first  of  these  is, 
to  extend  the  term  given  for  compleating  titles;  the 
</ther,  to  make  all  funded  certificates  of  the  State  re- 
ceivable at  the  Land  Office,  for  every  description  of 
debt  due  therein.  To  the  former  no  objection  has  oc- 
curred, and  to  the  latter  such  only  as  may  be  drawn 
from  the  law  entituled  "An  act  for  emitting  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  «S:ca.;"  and  which  may 
be  easily  and  fairly  removed  by  commuting  the  fund. 
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To  this,  we  would  only  add,  that  we  cannot  enter  into 
either  the  justice  or  policy  of  keeping  a  resource  of  so 
much  promise  as  the  arrearages  are  stated  to  be,  ex- 
clusively charged  with  the  redemption  of  a  sum  which 
does  not,  in  fact,  amount  to  more  than  sixty-five  thou- 
sand pounds,  when,  if  made  immediately  to  operate 
upon  the  certificates  of  the  State,  they  would,  soon  and 
necessarily,  absorb  a  much  greater  proportion  of  our 
debt.  Number  one  of  the  papers  inclosed,  will  illus- 
trate this  calculation. 

Our  duty  has  occasionally  led  us  to  enquire  into  the 
sales  of  land  within  the  new  or  last  Indian  purchase, 
and  it  is  with  some  regret,  that  we  find  ourselves  able 
to  assure  you,  that  they  fall  far  short  of  every  hope  and 
calculation  that  we  had  entertained  concerning  them. 
This  failure  we  attribute  to  the  high  and  very  unequal 
price  set  upon  the  land.  To  liberate  this  fund,  there- 
fore, from  its  present  inactivity,  and  make  it  as  produc- 
tive as  we  had  originally  expected,  we  think  it  only 
necessary  that  the  price  of  the  land  be  lowered.  The 
nearer  it  can  be  brought  to  that  of  the  old  pu  rchase  the 
better. 

We  are  of  opinion  the  reserved  tract  opposite  to 
Pittsburgh,  should  now  be  sold,  and  that  if  divided 
into  small  lo^s,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  town,  it 
would  sell  to  the  greatest  advantage. 

We  enclose  the  petitions  of  John  Sharp  and  Anthony 
Selin. 

B.  FRANKLIN.     > 

Council  Chamber, "  Philadelphia,  November  15tb, 
1786. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  various  matters  of  State 

policy. 

Geutlemen : 

DLKING  YOUK  RECESS  AN  ELECTION  HAS 
been  held  for  the  county  of  Luzerne.  While  this 
event  affords  a  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  your  meas- 
ures, we  must  acknowledge  that  Mr.  Pickering,  a  Com- 
missioner for  holding  the  election,  was  instrumental 
in  its  accomplishment,  by  exposing  the  many  false  and 
artful  representations  which  had  been  made  by  the 
people  opposed  to  the  authority  of  Government. 

We  think  it  our  duty  again  to  recommend  to  your 
Honorable  house  the  receiving  the  funded  certificates 
of  the  State  for  the  arrearages  due  on  lands,  located 
or  warranted  before  the  year  1776;  it  appears  to  us 
a  measure  just,  and  so  reasonable  that  it  will  be 
highly  beneficial  and  give  General  satisfaction.  Many 
of  the  citizens  who  are  in  arrear  have  suffered  by  the 
calamities  of  the  war,  and  cannot  settle  at  the  Land 
Office  unless  their  certificates  are  received  in  payment. 
If  this  indulgence  is  not  granted  they  will  be  obliged 
to  give  part  of  their  lands  to  speculators  to  have  it 
patented,  or  endeavour  to  evade  payment. 

We  are  convinced  it  will  be  of  advantage  to  the 
State  to  lower  the  price  of  land  within  the  late  Indian 
purchase,  only  eight  warrants  have  been  taken  out  for 
lands  there  these  six  months  past. 

Since  your  recess  we  have  been  applied  to  by  Mes- 
sieurs Bedford  and  Neville,  for  payment  of  the  bal- 
lances  due  to  them,  as  their  accounts  appear  to  be  just 
and  reasonable,  we  recomm-end  them  to  the  considera- 
tion of  your  Honorable  House. 

The  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  a  letter  from  the 
Board  of  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  of  the  2d  inst., 
inclosing  an  account  of  expenditures,  under  the  gen- 
eral head  of  contingencies,  from  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1786,  together  with  a 
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letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  dated  the  2d 
iustant,  inclosing  the  Journals  of  Congress  for  the 
last  Foederal  year,  and  a  petition  from  Thomas  Hut- 
chins,  Esquire. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 
Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  February  23th,  1787. 


Proclamation  of  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  cer- 
tain rebels  proclaimed  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
Bay. 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  SUPREME  EX 
ecutive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn 
sylvania. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  The  General  Assembly  of 
this  Commonwealth,  by  a  law  inti- 
tuled "An  Act  for  co-operating  with 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
agreeable  to  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion, in  the  apprehending  of  the  pro- 
claimed rebels,  Daniel  Shays,  Luke 
Day,  Adam  Wheeler,  and  Eli  Parsons,"  have  enacted 
"that  rewards  additional  to  those  offered  and  prom- 
ised to  be  paid  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  for 
the  apprehending  the  aforesaid  rebels  be  offered  by 
this  State."  We  do  hereby  offer  the  following  rewards 
to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall,  within  the  limits 
of  this  State,  apprehend  the  rebels  aforesaid,  and  se- 
cure them  in  the  jail  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, vizt:  For  the  apprehending  the  said  Daniel 
Shays,  and  securing  him  as  aforesaid,  the  reward  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  lawful  money  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  one  hundred  pounds 
lawfull  money  of  this  State;  and  for  apprehending  the 
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said  Luke  Day,  Adam  Wheeler,  and  Eli  Parsons,  and 
securing  them  as  aforesaid,  the  reward  (respectively) 
of  one  hundred  pounds  lawful  money  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  and  fifty  pounds  lawf ull  money  of  this  State ;  and 
all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  and  Constables  are  here- 
by strictly  enjoined  and  required  to  make  diligent 
search  and  enquiry  after,  and  to  use  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  apprehend  and  secure  the  said  Daniel 
Shays,  Luke  Day,  Adam  Wheeler,  and  Eli  Parsons, 
their  aiders,  abetters  and  comforters,  and  every  of 
them,  so  as  they  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 
Given  in  Council,  under  the  hand  of  the  President,  and 
the  seal  of  the  State,  at  Philadelphia,  this  tenth  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 
Attest — John  Armstrong,  Jun'r,  Secretary. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 


Granting  Amnesty  to  certain  persons  concerned  in  the 
late  riot  in  Luzerne  County. 

In  Council,  October  10th,  1787. 
Instructions  to  the  Honorable  Nathan  Dennison, 
Esquire. 

ON  CONSIDERATION  OF  THE  LETTER  COMMU- 
nicated  by  you,  which  you  received  from  sundry 
of  the  persons  principally  concerned  in  the  late 
riot  in  the  country  of  Luzerne,  upon  the  apprehending 
of  John  Franklin,  representing  that  the  same  was 
committed  in  the  heat  of  passion,  occasioned  by  the 
supposition  that  he  was  carried  off  illegally,  without 
the  authority  of  any  regular  writ  or  warrant;  and  that 
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being  now  better  informed,  tbey  were  sorry  for  their 
misconduct  in  that  affair,  and  determined  to  submit 
quietly  to  the  operation  of  the  laws,  hoping  this  their 
offence  might  be  passed  over: — The  Council,  ever  de- 
sirous to  promote  and  establish  peace  and  good  order 
in  that  county,  and  giving  credit  to  the  aforesaid  de- 
claration of  the  offenders,  do  hereby  authorize  you  to 
assure  them  that  if  they  hereafter  behave  orderly,  as 
good  citizens  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  no  prosecu- 
tion shall  be  commenced  against  them  on  account  of 
their  said  irregular  and  criminal  conduct,  but  you  are 
at  the  same  time  to  acquaint  them  that  the  Govern- 
ment, having  already  taken  every  measure  for  secur- 
ing to  the  settlers  the  future  quiet  possession  of  their 
lands,  are  now  determined  to  carry  into  execution  the 
laws  of  the  State,  to  the  full  extent  of  its  boundaries, 
and  purpose  to  send  immediately  into  that  county  a 
force  suflicient  to  support  the  public  officers  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  respective  functions  against  all  op- 
posers,  who,  if  they  persist  in  their  evil  practices,  are 
to  expect  no  further  favor. 

B.  FRANKLIN,  President. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning,  the  late  disturbances  at 
Wyoming  and  sundry  matters  of  finance. 

Gentlemen: 

SINCE  THE  LAST  SESSION  THERE  HAS  BEEN 
a  renewal  of  the  disturbances  at  Wyoming,  some 
restless  spirits  there  having  imagined  a  project 
of  withdrawing  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  this 
State,  and  some  part  of  the  State  of  New  York,  from 
their  allegiance,  and  of  forming  them  into  a  new  State, 
to  be  carried  into  effect  by  an  armed  force,  in  defiance 
of  the  laws  of  the  two  States.     Having  intelligence  of 
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this,  we  caused  one  of  the  principal  conspirators  to  be 
apprehended  and  secured  in  the  gaol  of  this  city;  and 
another,  who  resided  in  the  State  of  New  York,  at  our 
request  has  been  taken  up  by  the  authority  of  that 
Government.  The  papers  found  on  this  occasion,  fully 
discover  the  designs  of  these  turbulent  people,  and 
some  of  their  letters  are  herewith  laid  before  you.  The 
Government  of  New  York,  has  in  this  affair,  mani- 
fested the  most  friendly  and  neighbourly  disposition 
towards  this  State,  and  has  promised  to  concur  with 
u'fe  in  such  future  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to 
secure  the  due  operation  of  the  laws,  and  restore  quiet 
in  those  parts  of  both  States,  where  these  irregular 
and  ill-disposed  settlers  have  their  habitations.  To 
protect  the  civil  officers  of  our  new  county  of  Luzerne 
ill  the  exercise  of  their  respective  functions,  we  have 
ordered  a  body  of  militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  march  thither,  which  will  be  done,  unless  some 
future  circumstances  and  informations  from  those 
parts  may  make  it  appear  unnecessary. 

The  sudden  and  unaccountable  obstruction  which 
the  currency  of  the  paper  money  of  this  State  has 
lately  met  with,  w^e  earnestly  recommend  to  your  con- 
sideration as  a  matter  of  great  importance;  the  private 
interests  of  the  citizens  being  very  extensively  affected 
by  it,  and  the  public  in  danger  of  suffering  a  loss  in  its 
revenue  of  excise  duties  and  taxes,  &ca.,  proportioned 
to  any  depreciation  the  paper  money  may  be  attended 
with.  Perhaps  it  may  be  adviseable  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  farther  re-emissions  on  loan,  which  are  permitted 
by  the  law  as  it  now  stands. 

We  would  likewise  recommend  to  your  consideration 
the  subject  of  a  law  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  various 
officers  of  the  State,  especially  those  of  the  Executive 
and  Judicial  departments. 

The  lowering  the  price  of  lands  in  the  new  purchase, 
we  now  think  necessary,  it  being  very  evident  that 
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they  will  not  sell  till  this  takes  place.  At  the  same 
time  we  are  of  opinion  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the 
State  if  those  who  become  purchasers  had  an  exemp- 
tion from  taxes  for  several  years,  as  it  would  be  an 
encouragement  to  the  people  to  become  purchasers. 

Since  the  expiration  of  the  law  for  granting  lands 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  a 
number  of  applications  have  been  made  to  us  by  per- 
sons who  were  entitled,  but  for  want  of  information 
did  not  apply  in  time.  We  therefore  recommend  it  to 
your  Honorable  House  to  pass  a  law  granting  a  further 
time  for  those  people  to  come  in  and  draw  for  their 
lands.  Sundry  dispatches  we  have  received  from  Con- 
gress are  herewith  communicated. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  October  27th,  1787. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  various  matters  of  State 

policy. 

SINCE  YOUR  RESOLUTION,  OF  THE  THIRTY- 
tirst  ult.,  was  forwarded  to  Congress,  Council 
having  received  information  that  the  members 
remaining  at  New  York,  were  not  sufficient  to  form  a 
representation  of  the  United  States. 

As  the  danger  to  the  State  appears  to  be  pressing, 
and  the  permission  solicited  from  Congress  cannot  now 
be  obtained,  Council,  therefore,  recommend  it  to  the 
General  Assembly  to  adopt  effectual  measures  for  in- 
forcing  the  laws  of  the  State  in  the  county  of  Luzerne, 
which  they  are  of  opinion  cannot  be  done  without  a 
permanent  force. 

The  expulsion  of  the  Commissioners  from  Wyoming 
will  occasion  a  delay  in  the  execution  of  their  duty 
under  the  late  law.  Council,  therefore,  recommend 
that  a  further  time  be  given  for  compleating  the  ser- 
vices expected  from  them  under  their  present  appoint- 
ment. 
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The  case  of  Colonel  Mentges,  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee of  a  former  House,  is  recommended  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  General  Assembly,  as  he  appears  to 
have  performed  sundry  services  for  which  he  has  re- 
ceived no  compensation. 

The  petition  of  Captain  Woolpper  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted, as  the  powers  of  Council  do  not  extend  to  his 
case. 

Considerable  deficiencies  have  arisen  in  the  collec- 
tion of  taxes,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  some  of  the  Magis- 
trates in  not  prosecuting  delinquents  after  returns  are 
furnished  to  them  by  the  Collectors. 

This  abuse,  in  the  opinion  of  Council,  merits  the  at- 
tention of  the  General  Assembly,  either  in  removing 
the  Magistrates  guilty  of  such  neglect,  or  subjecting 
them  to  some  penalty  that  may  compel  them  to  a 
faithfull  discharge  of  their  duty. 

BENJAMIN  FKANKLIN. 
■     November  8th,  1787. 


Proclamation  of  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  par- 
ties engaged  in  an  attack  on  the  dwelling  of  Major 
Alexander  Boyd. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  SUPREME  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania: 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  It  appears .  to  us  that 
nbout  midnight,  between  Tuesday  the 
ixth  and  Wednesday  the  seventh  in- 
stant, a  most  daring  riot  was  com- 
mitted by  a  large  company  of  disor- 
derly and  evil  minded  persons,  un- 
known, at  and  on  the  dwelling  of 
Major  Alexander  Boyd  in  sixth  Street,  in  the  city  of 
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Philadelphia,  which  company  violently  assaulted  the 
same  house  by  throwing  stones  thereat,  and  damaging 
the  same  to  the  great  disturbance  and  annoyance  of 
the  Honorable  John  Baird,  Abraham  Smith  and  John 
Smilie,  members  of  Council,  and  of  James  M'Lene, 
James  M'Calmont,  William  Findley  and  John  Piper, 
Esquires,  members  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
Commonwealth,  who  were  there  asleep,  within  the 
same  dwelling: 

And  whereas.  It  is  manifest  that  the  said  rioters  did 
perpetrate  the  riot  and  outrage  aforesaid,  with  design 
to  affront  and  injure  the  gentlemen  aforesaid,  in  as 
much  as  they  at  the  same  time  declared  that  they 
knew  that  they  were  lodgers  with  the  said  Alexander 
Boyd,  and  did  speak  concerning  them  in  the  most  con- 
tumelious and  threatening  terms: 

And  whereas,  The  General  Assembly  of  this  State 
have  transmitted  to  Council  the  following  resolutions, 
entered  into  by  them  on  this  occasion,  vizt : 

Saturday,  November  the  tenth,  1787.  The  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  this  forenoon,  the  motion 
respecting  the  insult  offered  to  some  members  of  this 
HoQse,  made  report,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion, 
and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  unanimously  adopted  as  follows,  vizt: 

Whereas,  Complaint  hath  been  made  to  this  House 
by  James  M'Calmont,  James  M'Lene,  John  Piper  and 
William  Findley,  Esquires,  members  thereof,  that  on 
the  night  of  Tuesday  the  sixth  instant,  the  house  of 
Major  Boyd,  of  this  city  in  which  they  resided,  was 
riotously  attackted  by  a  number  of  persons  to  the  said 
members  unl^nown,  and  themselves  abused  and  in- 
sulted by  reproachfull  language, 

Resolved,  That  such  outrageous  proceedings  is  high- 
ly disapproved  of  by  this  House,  and  is  a  breach  of  the 
privilege  of  its  members. 

Resolved,  That  this  resolution,  together  with  the 
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affidavits  wliicli  the  said  members  have  thought  proper 
to  produce  on  the  subject,  be  transmitted  to  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council,  and  that  Council  be  re- 
quested to  issue  a  proclamation,  offering  such  rewards 
as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  apprehending  the  per- 
petrators of  the  said  outrage,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  brought  to  punishment,  and  that  this  House  will 
provide  for  the  payment  of  such  rewards : 

And  whereas.  It  is  highly  proper  that  the  authors  of 
such  high  contempts,  so  inconsistent  with  the  dignity 
and  good  order  of  government,  and  of  the  most  perni- 
cious example,  should  be  immediately  discovered  and 
brought  to  condign  punishment:  we  do  therefore  by 
this  our  proclamation  offer  and  promise  the  rew^ard  of 
three  hundred  dollars,  for  the  discovery  of  the  rioters 
aforesaid,  so  that  they  be  duly  convicted  of  the  same 
offence,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall 
furnish  the  necessary  information  concerning  the 
premises;  and  w^e  do  hereby  charge  and  require  all 
Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs  and  Constables  to  make  dili- 
gent search  and  inquiry  after,  and  to  use  their  utmost 
endeavors  to  apprehend  and  secure  the  said  rioters, 
their  aiders,  abettors  and  comforters,  so  that  they  may 
be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Given  in  Council,  under  the  hand  of  the  President, 
and  the  seal  of  the  State,  at  Philadelphia,  this 
twelfth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 
Attest — Charles  Biddle,  Sec'ry. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 
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Proclamation  of    Reward    for  the    Apprehension  of 
Thomas  Francis  charged  with  Murder. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  SUPREME  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  by  an  inquest  held  by  the 
Coroner  of  this  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  it  appears  that  i^ndrew 
Crusius,  a  Spanish  sailor,  was  in  the 
night  of  the  twentieth  ultimo,  at  the 
house  of  Margaret  Bayley  in  South- 
wark,  beat  and  abused  in  such  a  man- 
ner by  a  certain  Thomas  Francis,  that,  after  languish- 
ing till  the  twenty-eighth,  he  died;  And  whereas  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance,  that  the  perpetrator  of  a 
crime  so  horrid  should  be  brought  to  condign  and  ex- 
emplary punishment;  We  have,  therefore,  thought 
proper  to  issue  this  Proclamation,  hereby  engaging, 
that  the  public  reward  of  One  Hundred  Dollars  shall 
be  paid  to  any  person  or  persons,  who  shall  apprehend 
and  secure  the  said  Thomas  Francis,  to  be  paid  on  his 
conviction  for  the  same ;  And  we  do  hereby  charge  and 
require  all  judges.  Justices,  Sheriffs,  and  Constables 
to  make  diligent  search,. enquiry  after,  and  to  use  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  apprehend  and  secure  the  said 
Thomas  Francis,  so  that  he  may  be  dealt  with  accord- 
ing to  law. 

Given  in  Council,  under  the  hand  of  the  President,  and 
the  seal  of  the  State,  at  Philadelphia,  this  twelfth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 
Attest — Charles  Biddle,  Secretary. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 
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Thomas  Francis  belonged  to  an  English  ship  called 
the  Birmingham;  he  is  a  tall  lusty  man,  about  five  feet 
and  ten  inches  high,  black  eyes,  dark  complexion,  short 
curled  hair;  had  on  a  short  blue  jacket  and  long  sailor's 
trowsers,  a  black  round  hat,  and  sometimes  wears  a 
blue  coat. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  various  matters  of  State 
policy  and  internal  improvement. 

Gentlemen : 

WE  SINCERELY  CONGRATULATE  YOUR  HON- 
orable  House  on  the  ratification  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  by  the  convention  of  this  State 
since  your  last  recess,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  its 
adoption  will  be  attended  with  important  good  conse- 
quences to  all  the  States  in  the  Union. 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  thirteenth 
of  November  last,  we  have  obtained  and  now  lay 
before  the  General  Assembly,  discriptions  of  the  lands 
lying  between  the  Northern  Boundary  of  this  State  and 
Lake  Erie,  with  an  estimate  of  the  sums  which  will 
probably  be  necessary  for  the  purchases  of  the  same,  as 
will  appear  by  the  papers  marked  No.  1  and  2,  to  which 
we  beg  leave  to  refer.  We  have  likewise  wrote  to  our 
Delegates  in  Congress,  relative  to  the  estimate.  Their 
answer  as  soon  as  it  comes  to  hand  will  be  transmitted 
to  your  House. 

A  revenue  law  of  this  State,  passed  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  September,  1783,  requiring  merchants,  who  re- 
ship  goods  from  Philadelphia  to  produce  within  one 
year  certificates  of  the  goods  being  actually  landed  at 
the  port  of  destination,  appears  to  bear  hard  on  the 
trade  of  this  port.  We  therefore  recommend  a  revisal 
of  the  aforesaid  revenue  act,  when  the  merchants  will 
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have  an  opportunity  of  laying  the   particular    incon- 
veniences before  your  house. 

The  officers  of  the  Land  Office  do  not  consider  them- 
selves authorised  by  the  present  laws  to  grant  re-locat- 
ing warrants,  in  cases  where  warrants  on  which  the 
purchase  money  has  been  paid,  are  deprived  of  land 
by  prior  grants,  we  are  of  opinion  that  this  power 
ought  to  be  given,  as  the  time  may  come,  when  vacant 
lands  will  not  remain  for  them,  and  in  that  case  the 
owners  may  call  on  the  State  for  compensation. 

The  granting  of  land  in  the  late  purchase  has  nearly 
ceased,  and  we  are  apprehensive  that  this  fund  will 
continue  unproductive,  untill  the  terms  of  the  new, 
purchase  are  lowered,  a  measure  which  wf  therefore 
recommend. 

Great  mistakes  have  been  committed  by  the  Orphans^ 
Courts  of  the  different  counties  of  this  State,  respect- 
ing pensions,  particularly  in  providing  for  the  support 
of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia  men  who  fell  in 
the  late  war;  this  power  in  the  opinion  of  Council  ought 
to  be  lodged  in  more  proper  hands,  and  its  decisions 
thereby  rendered  more  uniform. 

The  continual  depreciation  of  our  paper  money  merits 
the  most  serious  attention  of  your  Honorable  House. 
This  circumstance  alone  diffuses  languor  and  embar- 
rassment through  the  whole  executive  department  of 
Government.  Contracts  cannot  be  compleated  for  the 
making  of  roads,  or  any  other  public  business,  without 
either  risquing  the  honor  of  Government  or  acting  on 
an  implied  depreciation  of  money,  situations  equally 
irksome  and  ineligible.  We  cannot  help  suggesting 
the  propriety  of  more  speedily  destroying  as  much  of 
it  as  is  in  the  power  of  the  treasury. 

The  time  limited  by  law  for  compleating  titles  for 
lands  held  under  office  rights,  obtained  before  the  tenth 
day  of  December,  1776,  expires  on  the  tenth  day  of 
April  next.  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  extension  of 
that  period  is  necessary. 
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The  benefits  expected  from  the  penal  laws,  having 
not  equalled  the  benevolent  wishes  of  its  friends  and 
framers,  we  recommend  such  alterations  to  be  made 
in  it  as  shall  be  calculated  to  render  punishment  a 
means  of  reformation,  and  the  labour  of  criminals  of 
profit  to  the  State.  Late  experiments  in  Europe  have 
demonstrated  that  those  advantages  are  only  to  be  ob- 
tained by  temperance  and  solitude  of  labour. 

The  act  entitled  "An  act  appointing  Wardens  for  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  &ca.,"  passed  the  twenty-sixth 
day  of  February,  1778,  having  by  experience  been  found 
useful,  and  being  on  the  point  of  expiring,  we  recom- 
mend an  immediate  renewal  of  the  same  for  a  further 
term,  with  such  improvements  as  may  occur  to  you. 

We  again  recommend  to  the  notice  of  your  Hon- 
orable House  the  resolution  of  Congress  passed  March 
the  twenty-first,  1787,  and  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  passing  a  declaratory  act,  to  answer  the  end 
intended  by  the  said  resolution. 

The  latest  accounts  from  the  county  of  Luzerne,  com- 
municated to  us  by  Colonel  Pickering,  represent  the 
settlement  as  being  in  perfect  quietness  at  present, 
and  that  the  laws  of  this  State  have  their  free  opera- 
tion. 

We  have  now  the  pleasure  of  laying  before  you  a  map 
of  the  Northern  boundary  of  this  State,  as  run  by  the 
Commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  who  have 
eompleated  that  useful  W^ork. — We  also  herewith  com- 
municate a  letter  from  His  Excellency  Samuel  Hunt- 
ington, Esquire,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
in  consequence  of  which  we  have  mitigated  the  severity 
of  John  Franklin's  confinement  as  much  as  circum- 
stances would  warrant.  An  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia,  concerning  the  Convention  to  be  held  in 
June  next,  transmitted  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
of  Virginia.     And  a  letter  from  the  Honorable  Arthur 
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St.    Clair,  Esquire,  which  we  beg  leave  to  recommend 
to  the  notice  of  your  Honorable  House. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 
Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  February  21st,  1788. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  various  matters  of  State 
policy  and  internal  improvement. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  DARING  INkSULT  OFFERED  TO  THE  LAWS 
of  the  State  during  the  recess  of  your  Honorable 
House,  by  the  insurgents  of  Wyoming,  in  carry- 
ing off  the  person  of  Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire,  Pro- 
thonotary  of  the  county,  called  for  the  immediate  inter- 
position of  Government,  more  especially  as  there  was 
no  knowing  to  what  further  lengths  their  outrages 
might  be  carried,  unless  speedily  checked. 

For  this  purpose  we  issued  proclamations  offering  re- 
wards for  apprehendiug  those  offenders  whose  names 
were  known,  and  made  application  to  the  governments 
of  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  to  co-operate  in  our 
measures,  and  received  the  most  friendly  assurances 
of  their  support.  We  also  obtained  the  permission 
from  the  Honorable  Congress  that  the  troops  of  the 
Union  then  on  their  march  to  the  westward,  should 
proceed  (if  found  necessary,)  to  Wyoming.  These  ac- 
tive measures,  supported  by  the  friends  of  government 
within  the  county,  have  been  attended  with  success. 

Colonel  Pickering  was  released,  a  number  of  the 
rioters  have  been  taken  into  custody,  and  apparent 
peace  restored  to  the  county.  Sundry  papers  relating 
to  the  above  transactions  are  enclosed  in  number  one. 

In  order  to  carry  into  effect  your  resolution  of  the 
twenty-seventh  of  March  last,  respecting  the  seven- 
teen   enumerated    townships,  we    appointed    Colonel 
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Stephen  Balliot  and  Major  William  Armstrong,  com- 
missioners to  ascertain  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
particular  tracts  of  land  contained  in  the  said  town- 
ships. To  their  report,  marked  No.  2,  we  beg  leave  to 
refer  you. 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  February  last,  we  have  negociated,  by  means 
of  our  delegates  in  Congress,  with  the  United  States  for 
the  tract  of  country,  which  on  actual  survey  may  ap- 
pear to  be  their  property,  on  Lake  Erie,  adjoining  the 
northern  boundary  of  this  State.  The  report,  with 
the  documents  on  which  the  same  is  founded,  are  con- 
tained in  the  bundle  No.  3. 

The  lowering  the  terms  of  lands  in  the  new  purchase, 
and  freeing  the  surplus  of  the  donation  lands  from  the 
appropriation  by  which  they  are  bound,  are  matters  in 
our  opinion  worthy  the  attention  of  the  House.  By 
these  means  not  only  on  old  fund  would  be  rendered 
productive,  but  a  new  one  will  be  opened. 

Impositions  are  practised  by  persons  selling  adul- 
terated plate.  An  office  erected  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
saying and  stamping  all  plate  offered  for  sale,  would 
tend  to  prevent  fraud,  and  give  security  the  purchasers 
of  that  article. 

The  disabled  pensioners  have  lately  been  paid  out  of 
the  unappropriated  funds  of  the  State.  It  appears  that 
these  funds  are  insufficient  to  discharge  the  demands 
made  on  them,  and  if  the  pensions  are  continued  to  be 
paid,  some  other  provision  is  necessary. 

The  magazine  for  storing  of  gunpowder  in  this  city  is 
not  only  improperly  situated  with  respect  to  the  town, 
but  too  small  to  contain  the  quantities  now  imported 
and  manufactured  in  the  neighborhood.  We  therefore 
think  a  revisal  and  alteration  of  the  laws  passed  the 
twenty-eighth  of  March,  1787,  respecting  gunpowder,  is 
now  highly  necessary. 

The  depreciation  of  our  paper  Money  calls  for  the  at- 
tention of  the  Legislature.     We  wish  for  a  conference 
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with  a  committee  of  jour  Honorable  House  on  this  im- 
portant subject. 

We  have  called  upon  the  respective  county  Lieuten- 
ants for  returns  of  persons  subject  to  the  performance 
of  militia  duties,  and  of  those  who  have  actually  at- 
tended on  muster-days,  agreeably  to  your  resolution  of 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  March  last.  These  returns 
shall  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  as  soon  as 
they  come  to  hand. 

We  also  herewith  communicate  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, dated  July  the  eleventh,  1788,  respecting  pension- 
ers, an  extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Harmar,  dated 
June  the  thirtieth,  1788,  copies  of  the  ratification  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  by  the  States  of  Virginia,  South 
Carolina,  and  New  York,  with  amendments  proposed 
by  Virginia  and  New  York;  also  a  letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  inclosing  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  Convention,  a  letter  from 
Thomas  Paine,  Esquire,  dated  at  Paris,  May  the  fourth, 
1788,  inclosing  the  opinion  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  Paris,  on  the  principles  and  constructions  of  the 
model  for  a  bridge  over  the  Schuylkill,  a  letter  from 
General  St.  Clair,  of  July,  the  twenty-fourth,  and  a  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  of  August  the  twelfth,  1788,  rela- 
tive to  the  holding  in  readiness  the  militia  on  the  fron- 
tiers, to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Foederal  troops,  in 
defending  the  western  country  against  Indian  hostili- 
ties, two  letters  from  Charles  Thompson,  Esquire,  Sec- 
retary of  Congress,  dated  the  twentieth  and  twenty- 
filth  days  of  August,  1788,  the  one  inclosing  a  copy  of 
the  Journal  of  Congress  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Foederal  year  to  the  twentieth  of  August,  1788,  and  the 
other  inclosing  a  requisition  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  for  the  year  1788,  and  a  memorial 
from  Captain  John  Armstrong. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  September  6th,  1788. 


CHARLES  BIDDLE. 

Vice  President 

of  the 

Stipreme  Executive  Council, 

1784-1787. 
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Chapter  II. 
CHARLES  BIDDLE. 
Vice  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
1784-1787. 


THE  AGE  AND  INFIRMITY  OF  PRESIDENT 
Franklin,  together  with  his  own  recognized  abil- 
ity, kept  Mr.  Biddle  in  the  Chair  of  the  Council 
during  a  large  portion  of  his  service.  He  was  elected 
Councillor  from  the  County  of  Berks  in  October,  1784, 
and  was  chosen  Vice  President  upon  the  resignation  of 
the  Honourable  James  Irvine,  a  year  later.  When  his 
service  in  the  Council  w^as  terminated  by  constitu- 
tional limitation  in  October,  1787,  he  received  a  vote  of 
thanks  "for  the  integrity,  diligence  and  ability  with 
which  he  had  discharged  the  important  duties  of  his 
office,"  and  less  than  a  month  later  was  appointed  Sec- 
retary of  the  Council,  an  office  which  he  conducted  with 
high  credit  for  the  ensuing  quadrennium. 


(33) 
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A  Proclamation  of  reward  for  the  apprehension  of 
the  robbers  of  Peter  lodan,  son  of  Francis  lodan, 
tax  collector  for  Warrington  twp.,  Bucks  County. 


B 


Y  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  SUPREME 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas,  By  a  deposition  taken  ac- 
coiding  to  law,  it  appears  that  on  the 
third  day  of  this  present  month,  Peter 
lodan,  son  of  Francis  lodan,  Collector 
of  taxes,  &c.,  for  the  township  of  War- 
rington, in  the  county  of  Bucks,  with- 
in this  State,  was  upon  the  highway 
within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  Newtown,  in  the 
county  aforesaid,  robbed  of  thirty-six  French  crowns, 
a  number  of  dollars,  and  a  sum  of  paper  money,  &ca., 
by  tw^o  persons  unknown: 

And  whereas,  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
good  people  of  this  Stale  that  the  perpetrators  of  such 
attrocious  crimes  should  be  brought  to  condign  punish- 
ment, we  have  thought  fit  to  offer,  and  do  hereby  offer 
a  public  reward  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  per- 
petrators of  the  said  robbery,  or  fifty  dollars  for  either 
of  them,  to  be  paid  on  conviction  for  the  same  to  any 
person  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  and  secure  them 
or  either  of  them;  and  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  and 
Constables,  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined  and  required 
to  make  diligent  search  and  enquiry  after,  and  to  use 
their  utmost  endeavors  to  apprehend  and  secure  the 
said  robbers,  their  aiders,  abettors  and  comforters,  and 
every  of  them,  so  that  they  may  be  dealt  with  according 
to  law. 

Given  in  Council,  under  the  hand  of  the  Vice  President 
and  the  seal  of  the  State,  at  Philadelphia,  this  tenth 
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day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

CHAKLES  BIDDLE,  V.  P. 
Attest — John  Armstrong,  Junior,  Secretary. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 


To   the  Assembly  Concerning  various  measures  of 
State  policy. 

Gentlemen : 

WITH  THIS  MESSAGE  WILL  BE  PRESENTED 
sundry  papers  which  have  been  received  during 
your  recess,  and  which  we  have  thought  proper 
to  transmit  thus  early  in  the  session  for  your  advice 
and  consideration. 

The  several  letters  from  Mr.  Secretary  Thomson  will 
shew  the  state  of  the  representation  in  Congress  for 
the  months  of  November,  December  and  January  last; 
and  the  circular  letter  from  the  Board  of  Treasury  ex- 
hibits an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  United  States  from  the  first  of  November,  1784,  to 
the  first  of  November,  1785. 

Mr.  Maclay's  report  of  the  temper  of  the  six  nations, 
and  the  success  of  his  last  commission,  cannot  fail  to 
be  Yery  satisfactory,  and  adds  another  instance  to  the 
experience  of  Pennsylvania,  that  the  friendship  of  In- 
dians is  only  to  be  secured  by  treaties  founded  upon  re- 
ciprocal advantage  fairly  conducted  and  strictly  ad- 
hered to. 

The  letter  from  our  Delegates  of  the  thirty-first  of 
December,  and  that  from  Alexander  Patterson  of  the 
twenty-eighth  of  January,  are  immediately  connected 
with  a  subject  of  much  importance  to  the  peace  and 
honor  of  the  State.  From  these  papers  it  appears  that 
the  spirit  of  disorder  which  has  so  much  prevailed  in 
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a  part  of  Northumberland  county,  and  which  the  State 
has  so  often  and  vainly  endeavoured  to  reclaim  by  acts 
of  indulgence/ is  still  existing  in  great  force,  and  that 
after  having  so  long  spoke  the  language  of  occasional 
disobedience,  it  is  now  meditating  the  means  of  lasting 
defection. 

The  paper  signed  John  Franklin,  &ca.,  like  many 
former  and  more  explicit  demonstrations  of  submis- 
sion, can  therefore,  but  be  considered  as  intended  to 
amuse  and  deceive. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  submit  to  the  wisdom 
of  the  House,  whether  any  new  measures  additional  to 
those  provided  by  your  act  of  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
December  last,  should  now  be  adopted,  as  necessary  to 
correct  an  evil  which  forbearance  tends  only  to 
strengthen  and  increase. 

The  negotiations  with  the  States  of  Delaware  and 
Maryland  for  the  purpose  of  an  improved  inland  navi- 
gation, has  commenced,  and  we  hope  to  receive  the 
sense  of  those  States  upon  our  propositions  before  the 
close  of  your  present  session. 

On  this  measure  we  would,  however,  wish  to  remark, 
that  the  reasoning  which  suggested  it  might,  as  far  as 
they  relate  to  Pennsylvania  alone,  be  much  farther  and 
very  usefully  extended. 

The  increasing  population  and  wealth  of  our  western 
frontier,  makes  a  more  easy  and  intimate  connection 
with  it  an  object  of  much  moment,  and,  considered  in 
all  its  consequences,  cannot  fail  to  induce  some  early 
steps  preparatory,  at  least,  for  opening  a  communica- 
tion by  water,  between  the  Alleghany  river  and  the 
West  branch  of  Susquehanna  river. 

The  letter  of  the  thirtieth  of  January  from  Governor 
Henry,  contains  some  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  which,  in  our  opinion,  cannot  but 
be  too  warmly  recommended.  It  is  the  intention  of 
these  resolutions  to  bring  about  a  Commercial  Con- 
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vention  of  the  States,  which  we  regard  as  the  only  effi- 
cient means  immediately  in  our  power  to  correct,  or  re- 
move the  many  evils  by  which  the  trade  of  America  has 
been  so  long  and  exceedingly  oppressed. 

By  the  forty-second  section  of  the  Constitution  it  is 
declared,  that  every  foreigner  of  good  character  who 
comes  to  settle  in  this  State,  having  first  taken  an  oath 
or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  same,  may  purchase, 
or,  by  other  just  means,  acquire  lands,  &ca.,  «&ca.,  and 
after  one  year's  residence  be  deemed  a  free  citizen 
thereof,  «&ca.,  &ca. 

It  may  be  the  eventual  misfortune  of  this  State  that 
no  mode  should  yet  have  been  adopted  for  ascertaining 
the  good  character  of  such  foreigners  as  have  come  to 
settle  among  us,  and  exercise  the  rights  of  citizens; 
and  we  should  hold  ourselves  very  deficient  in  political 
duty,  were  we  not  to  recommend  that  some  measure 
should  now  be  devised  and  adopted  which,  while  it 
admitted  the  industrious  and  honest,  would  operate  as 
an  effectual  bar  against  the  idle  and  profligate. 

The  claims  of  Alexander  McDowell  and  Henry  Bed- 
kin,  Esquires,  and  of  Messieurs  Bedford,  Neville,  «&ca., 
seem  to  be  well  founded,  and  have  the  recommenda- 
tion of  this  Board. 

CHAELES  BIDDLE,  Vice  President. 
Council  Chamber, 

Philad'a,  Feb'ry,  22d,  1786. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning-  the  Soldiers  late  in  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Harmer's  Regiment. 

In  Council  Philadelphia,  March  the  20th,  1786. 
Sir: 

1  ENCLOSE  SEVERAL  PAPERS  WHICH    COUN- 
cil  wish  to  be  laid  before  the  House. 
The  case  of  John  R.  Shaw,  late  a  Corporal  in  the 
regiment  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harmer, 
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is  peculiarly  hard,  and  we  hope  that  the  relief  provided 
for  soldiers  of  the  late  Federal  army  and  the  militia  of 
this  State  in  his  situation,  may  be  extended  to  him,  and 
such  others  of  the  same  corps  as  belong  to  this  Com- 
monwealth, who  may  have  been  disabled  in  public 
service. 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  V.  President. 
Honorable  Thomas   Mifflin,  Esquire,  Speaker  of  the 
General  Assembly. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Appointment  of 
Colonel  Francis  Mentges  to  be  Inspector  General 
of  Militia. 

Gentlemen: 

HAVING  OBSERVED  WITH  THE  GREATEST 
satisfaction,  a  revival  of  that  spirit  and  those 
habits  which  have  so  highly  distinguished  the 
militia  of  this  city  and  its  vicinity,  and  wishing  to  give 
them  such  countenance  as  will  most  effectually  tend  to 
diffuse  them  throughout  the  State,  we  have,  during 
your  late  recess,  unanimously  appointed  Colonel  Fran- 
cis Mentges  to  the  place  of  Inspector  General.  Under 
this  appointment  it  will  become  his  business  to  en- 
courage and  direct  this  rising  disposition,  to  mark  out 
and  establish  a  uniformity  of  appearance  and  discipline 
in  the  several  corps,  to  examine  into  the  state  of  arms 
and  accoutrements,  and  to  notice  and  report  all  abuses 
of  such  public  property  as  may  fall  within  his  care  or 
observation.  In  executing  this  necessary  and  import- 
ant trust,  some  expence  must  be  incurred  and  much 
time  given.  'Tis,  therefore,  the  object  of  this  message, 
to  request  that  for  these  such  compensation  be  made 
as  the  House  in  their  wisdom  will  think  proper  to  di- 
rect. 

We  take  this  opportunity  of  communicating  also  a 
letter  of  the  twentjy^-third  ult.,  from  President  Sullivan^ 
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containing  several  papers  relating  to  the  capture  and 
condemnation  of  the  brigantine  Susannah,  &ca.  And 
a  letter  of  the  28th  from  Mr.  Jay;  and  a  proposition 
from  the  house  of  Coxe  and  Frazier,  on  the  subject  of 
arms. 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  V.  P. 


Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  apprehension  of  one 
James  Burn  guilty  of  felony. 

BY  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  SUPREME 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  By  the  examination  of  a 
negro  boy  named  Jiin,  taken  before 
ithe    Honorable    Francis    Hopkinson, 
'Esquire,  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  it 
appears  that  on  or  about  the  fifteenth 
ult.,  a  certain  James  Burn  did  feloni- 
ously run  away  with,  and  carry  off  the 
negro  boy  aforesaid,  and  a  sloop  called  the  Bumper, 
Simpson,  master,  the  property  of  David  King 
and  William  M'Dowel,  of  the  Island  of  Antigua: 

And  whereas,  It  appears  by  the  deposition  of  James 
Kennard,  Pilot,  taken  as  aforesaid,  that  on  the  29th  of 
August,  last,  being  near  Lewis  town,  in  the  bay  of 
Delaware,  he  found  the  sloop  aforesaid  at  anchor,  with 
the  negro  boy  Jem  on  Board,  (the  said  Bum  having 
previously  quitted  the  sloop  and  gone  ashore:) 

And  whereas,  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
perpetrators  of  such  attrocious  crimes  be  brought  to 
condign  punishment;  we  have  thought  fit  to  offer,  and 
do  hereby  offer  a  public  reward  of  one  hundred  dollars 
for  the  said  James  Burn,  to  any  person  who  shall  ap- 
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prehend  and  secure  him,  to  be  paid  on  his  conviction  for 
the  same:  And  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs  and  Con- 
stables, are  hereby  strictly  enjoined  and  required  to 
make  diligent  search  and  enquiry  after,  and  to  use  their 
utmost  endeavors  to  apprehend  and  secure  the  said 
James  Burn,  his  aiders,  abettors  and  comforters,  and 
every  of  them,  so  that  they  may  bp  dealt  with  according 
to  law. 

Given  in  Council,  under  the  hand  of  the  Vice  President 
and  the  seal  of  the  State,  at  Philadelphia,  this  eighth 
day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-six. 

CHAKLES  PIDDLE,  V.  P. 
Attest — John  Armstrong,  Jun'r,  Secretary. 
GOD  SAVE  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 


To  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  of- 
fering of  certain  rewards  for  the  Participants  in  the 
Shays  RebelUon. 

Sir: 

1  ENCLOSE  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR 
of  Massachusetts,  accompanied  by  an  extract  from 
the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  of  that  Com- 
monwealth. 

I  have  also  to  communicate  the  opinion  of  Council 
that  a  reward  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  Daniel  Shays, 
and  fifty  pounds  for  each  of  the  other  principals  men- 
tioned in  Governor  Bowdoin's  proclamation,  additional 
to  the  rewards  we  are  requested  to  offer  on  the  credit 
of  Massachusetts,  be  offered  by  this  Commonwealth, 
if  apprehended  within  the  limits  thereof. 

We  should  be  happy  if  this  opinion  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  the  House. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  regard, 

Your  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE. 
honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly. 
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To  the  Assembly  Recommending  the  Enactment  into 
a  law  of  the  bill  for  the  sale  of  the  reserved  tract 
opposite  Pittsburgh  and  other  matters. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  SECRETARY  WILL  LAY  BEFORE  YOU  A 
letter  from  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the 
third  of  July,  inclosing  extracts  of  sundry  letters 
transmitted  by  the  Honorable  Mr.  Adams;  two  letters 
from  Charles  Thomson,  Esquire,  of  the  second  and 
twenty-first  of  July,  inclosing  some  returns  of  the  state 
of  representation  in  Congress;  an  ordinance  of  Con- 
gress respecting  public  accounts  which  remain  unli- 
quidated, and  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco;  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Treasury 
of  the  United  States;  sundry  resolutions  of  Congress — 
one  of  them  recommending  the  repeal  of  all  legislative 
acts  repugnant  to  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 
Britain,  one  other  relating  to  pensions  due  to  officers 
in  the  late  army,  and  a  third  allowing  further  time  for 
exhibiting  claims  against  the  United  States;  a  trans- 
cript of  the  record  of  the  conviction  of  Thomas  Dyer,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Bucks  county,  for  an  assault 
and  battery  upon  Joseph  Thomas,  of  the  said  county; 
a  memorial  from  divers  claimants  of  land  in  the  county 
of  Luzerne;  and  a  petition  from  Anne  Downy. 

In  a  message  from  this  Board  to  your  honorable 
House  in  November  last,  we  recommended  the  sale  of 
the  reserved  tract  opposite  to  Pittsburgh.  A  bill  for 
this  purpose  has  been  published  for  consideration,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed.  We  are  of  opinion  it  will  be 
of  advantage  to  the  State  if  this  bill  be  enacted  into  a 
law  during  this  session. 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  President. 

Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  September  6th,  1787. 
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Proclamation  for  the  Apprehension  of  Certain  Law 
Breakers  in  Luzerne  County. 

A  PROCI^AMATION. 

WHEREAS,  IT  APPEARS  FROM 
the  deposition  of  John  Wigton, 
and  other  testimony,  that  John 
Franklin,  Leriah  Beach,  John  McKin- 
stry,  and  John  Jenkins,  have  violently 
opposed  the  execution  of  the  law  in 
the   county  of    Luzerne,    and    drove 
many  of  the  claimants  under  Pennsylvania  from  their 
habitations  out  of  the  county: 

And  whereas,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
good  people  of  this  State,  that  the  perpetrators  of  such 
atrocious  offences  should  be  brought  to  condign  pun- 
ishment; we  have  thought  proper  to  issue  this  Procla- 
mation, hereby  engaging  that  the  public  reward  of  four 
hundred  dollars  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  or  persons, 
who  shall  apprehend  and  secure  John  Franklin;  and 
the  public  reward  of  two  hundred  dollars  shall  be  paid 
to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  and  se- 
cure John  Jenkins;  and  the  public  reward  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars  shall  be  paid  for  apprehending  and  secur- 
ing Leriah  Beach,  and  John  McKinstry,  or  one  hundred 
for  either  of  the  said  Leriah  Beach  or  John  McKinstry. 
The  above  rewards  to  be  paid  on  the  offenders  or  of- 
fender being  secured  in  the  jail  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia;  and  we  do  hereby  charge  and  require 
all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  and  Constables,  to  make 
diligent  search,  enquiry  after,  and  to  use  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  apprehend  and  secure  the  said  John 
Franklin,  Leriah  Beach,  John  McKinstry,  and  John 
Jenkins,  so  that  they  may  be  dealt  with  according  to 
law. 

Given  in  Council,  under  the  hand  of  the  Honorable 
Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Vice  President,  and  the 
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Seal  of  the  State,  at  Philadelphia,  this  twenty-fifth 
day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

CHARLES  BIDDLE. 
Attest — ^James  Trimble, 

For  John  Armstrong,  Jun'r,  Secretary. 
GOD  SAVE  THE  COMMONWEALTH! 


Proclamation  announcing  the  conditions  governing 
the  patenting  of  lands  in  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia under  the  agreement  of  August  31st,  1779. 


w 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

HEREAS,       A       CERTAIN 

agreement  was  entered  into  be- 
tween this  Commonwealth  and 
the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  on  the 
thirty-first  day  of  August,  1779,  which 
agreement  was  afterwards,  to  wit: 
on  the  twenty-third  of  June,  1780,  con- 
firmed by  the  State  of  Virginia,  subject  to  several  con- 
ditions, one  of  which  was:  "That  the  private  property 
and  rights  of  all  persons,  acquired  under,  founded  on, 
or  recognized  by  the  laws  of  either  State,  previous  to 
the  twenty-third  of  June,  1780,  aforesaid,  be  secured 
and  confirmed  to  them,  although  they  should  be  found 
to  fall  within  the  other;  and  that  in  the  decision  of  dis- 
putes therein,  preference  shall  be  given  to  the  elder  or 
prior  right,  whichever  of  the  said  States,  the  same 
shall  have  been  acquired  under;  such  persons  paying  to 
the  State  within  those  boundary  their  lands  shall  be  in- 
cluded, the  same  purchase  money  which  would  have 
been  due  from  them  to  the  State,  under  which  they 
claimed  the  right,  &ca." 
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And  whereas,  It  hath  been  made  manifest  to  Coun- 
cil, that  divers  persons  have  applied  to  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  have  procured  patents  after  the  said  twenty- 
third  of  June,  1780,  whereby  this  Commonwealth  is  de- 
prived of  part  of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  revenue, 
and  many  well  disposed  persons  may  be  led  by  such 
examples  to  procure  patents  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
future  loss  and  damage  of  themselves,  and  of  such  as 
may  come  into  their  place  by  purchase  or  otherwise: 

We  do  therefore.  Warn  all  such  persons  who  have 
procured  patents  from  Virginia,  since  the  said  twenty- 
third  day  of  June,  1780,  not  to  rely  on  them  as  good 
titles  to  their  lands,  as  also  all  such  as  are  entitled 
to  a  confirmation  of  their  titles  to  unpatented  lands, 
whether  originating  in  Virginia  or  Pennsylvania,  that 
the  Act  of  Assembly  in  being  respecting  the  patenting 
all  such  lands,  will  expire  on  the  tenth  day  of  April, 
1788,  of  which  all  persons  concerned,  are  to  take  notice, 
and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 
Given  in  Council,  under  the  hand  of   the   Honorable 

Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Vice  President,  and  the  seal 

of  the  State,  at  Philadelphia,  this  twenty-sixth  day 

of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  V.  P. 

Attest — John  Armstrong,  Jun'r,  Sec'ry. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  COMMONW^EALTH. 


PETER  MUHLENBERG. 
Vice  President 
of  the 

« 

Supreme  Executive  Council, 

1787-1788. 
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Chapter  III. 

PETER  MUHLENBERG. 

Vice  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council, 

1 787- 1 788. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY  SELECTED  GENERAL 
Muhlenberg  as  Us  representative  in  the  Council 
in  October,  1765,  and  two  years  later  he  was 
elected  Vice  President  to  succeed  Charles  Biddle, 
whose  term  had  expired  some  weeks  previously.  He 
held  the  position  until  his  term  as  Councillor  constitu- 
tionally expired.  Upon  the  day  following  it  was  noted 
that  he  '"had  gone  out  of  town  without  resigning  his 
ofiice  of  Vice  President/'  and  an  Express  was  sent  to 
him  with  a  letter  from  Council  requesting  him  to  send 
in  his  resignation,  which  was  received  the  following 
afternoon.  In  November,  1788,  he  was  chosen  as  a 
representatiA^e  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  first  United 
States  Congress,  and  was  again  elected  to  that  body 
in  1792  and  1800,  continuing  to  render  to  the  state  ser- 
vices of  the  high  standard  characteristic  of  his  work 
in  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
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To  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  De- 
sirability of  a  Treaty  with  the  Western  Indians  for 
the  Purchase  of  Certain  Lands  Relinquished  to 
Pennsylvania  by  Congress. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  September  9th,  1778. 
Sir: 

BY  DIRECTION  OF  THE  BOARD,  I  DO  MYSELF 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  for  the  consideration 
of  the  General  Assembly  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  the  fourth  instant,  by  which  the  United  States 
relinquish  and  transfer  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
all  their  right,  title,  and  claim,  to  the  Government  and 
jurisdiction  of  the  tract  of  land  on  lake  Erie,  which  the 
State  has  agreed  to  purchase  of  the  United  States. 

By  accounts  received  from  Pittsburgh,  a  pacific  dis- 
position is  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  ard 
there  is  now  reason  to  expect  a  large  meeting  of  the 
northern  and  western  tribes  at  Muskingam,  to  hold  a 
treaty  with  the  Continental  Commissioners.  This 
favorable  opportunity  ought  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
Council,  to  be  missed,  for  altho'  the  quantity  of  tri- 
angle purchased  from  the  Board  of  Treasury  cannot  be 
ascertained  with  precision  before  the  necessary  I'nes 
are  run,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  Congress,  |in  the  sixth 
day  of  June  last,  yet,  as  a  great  part  of  the  expence  at- 
tending treaties  with  Indians  is  incurred  by  collecting 
and  furnishing  them  with  provisions,  charges  which  in 
this  instance  may  be  avoided.  Council  therefore  ear- 
nestly recommend  the  appointing  Commissioner  on  the 
part  of  this  State,  to  attend  the  ensuing  treaty  for  pur- 
chasing from  the  Indians  who  may  appear  to  have  just 
claims  to  the  same,  the  whole  of  the  triangle  aforesaid. 
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as  nearly  as  the  bounds  of  the  same  may  be  ascertained 
by  the  best  information  which  can  be  now  obtained. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P. 
Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r,  Speaker  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  the  Memorial  of  David 

Linton. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  September  19th,  1788. 
Sir: 

THE  MEMORIAL  OF  DAVID   LINTON,  OF   THE 
county  of  Lancaster,  is  inclosed  for  the  considera- 
tion of   the  General  Assembly.     The  merits  of 
this  worthy  citizen  in  apprehending  a  daring  villain,  in 
the  opinion  of  Council,  claim  the  attention  and  some  re- 
ward from  your  Honorable  House. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect,  your  obedi- 
ent and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG. 
Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r,  Speaker  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 


Instructions  to  the  Commissioners  for  Purchasing  the 
Northwestern  Lands  from  the  Indians. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  October,  2nd,  1788. 
Gentlemen: 

YOU  WILL  HEREWITH   RECEIVE  A   RESOLU- 
tion  of  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  thirteenth  ultimo,  together  with  the  several 
resolutions  of  Congress,  respecting  the  triangular  piece 
of  Country  which   lies  adjoining  Lake  Erie  and  the 
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northern  line  of  Pennsylvania,  by  which  you  will  find 
that  this  State  is  now  vested  with  both  right  of  jurisdic- 
tion and  soil.  You  will  likewise  receive  a  commission 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  from  the  Natives  their 
claim  to  the  soil,  agreeably  to  the  constant  usage  of 
Pennsylvania,  as  also  a  rough  draft  of  the  country  in 
question,  laid  down  by  Mr.  Ellicot,  in  the  best  manner 
he  has  been  able  from  his  present  knowledge  of  it. 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council  are  very  sensible  of 
the  great  difficulties  which  you  progress  in  this  busi- 
ness, must  be  attended  with  not  liaving  the  monies  nec- 
essary for  this  service  in  your  present  disposal,  nor 
would  the  Board  by  any  means  have  imposed  the  task 
under  such  a  circumstance,  had  it  not  been  on  account 
of  the  advantage  which  will  probably  result  from  the 
present  Convention  of  these  Indians  at  Muskingum,  or 
perhaps  the  advantage  of  finding  them  at  Pittsburgh 
on  their  way  to  their  own  country,  might  be  a  more 
favorable  place,  so  that  you  will  have  either  in  your 
power. 

The  Board  have  great  reliance  on  your  prudence,  sa- 
gacity and  particular  knowledge  of  these  people,  as 
well  as  a  proper  knowledge  of  their  present  disposition 
from  the  Continental  transactions,  which  one  of  you 
have  or  now  especially  conversant  with.  If  therefore, 
you  shall  find  the  Indians  who  have  just  claims  in  a 
proper  temper  or  otherwise,  you  will  be  governed  ac- 
cordlingly,  whether  to  commence  the  business  at  pres- 
ent or  leave  it  over  until  you  shall  have  prospects  more 
favorable;  it  is  however,  hoped  that  you  may  be  able 
to  dispose  the  minds  of  these  people,  at  least  to  ap- 
point delegates  to  meet  at  a  certain  future  day  and 
place,  to  finish  what  you  have  happily  now  begin. 
T  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen,  with  great 
respect. 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  President. 
General  Richard  Butler  and  John  Gibson,  Commission- 
ers for  purchasing  from  Indians,  &ca. 
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Chapter  IV. 

DAVID  REDICK. 

Vice  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council, 

1788. 


ELECTED  COUNCILLOR  FOR  WASHINGTON 
County  in  October,  1786,  Mr.  Redick  took  his 
seat  on  the  20th  of  the  following  month.  When 
General  Muhlenberg  resigned  in  October,  1788,  he  was 
chosen  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  the  retiring  official. 
He  was  relieved  as  Vice  President  upon  the  election 
of  the  Honourable  George  Ross  a  month  later,  but  con- 
tinued his  service  in  the  Council. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Certain  appointments 
and  State  lands  and  boundaries. 

Gentlemen : 

WE  HAVE  APPOINTED  RICHARD  BUTLER 
and  John  Gibson,  Esquires,  to  carry  into  effect, 
as  far  as  circumstances  will  permit,  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  thirteenth  of  Sep- 
te-mber  last,  which  authorizes  Council  to  purchase  the 
tract  of  country  lying  between  the  northern  boundary 
of  this  State  and  Lake  Erie. 

Such  parts  of  the  surplus  donation  lands  as  have  not 
been  surveyed  should,  in  the  opinion  of  Council,  be 
freed  from  the  appropriation.  We  learn  that  some 
settlements  are  already  forming,  and  others  are  in  con- 
templation, on  those  lands,  which  make  it  necessary 
some  steps  should  be  taken  to  prevent  future  embar- 
rassments to  Government. 

The  boundary  lines  of  the  State  being  compleated,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  confirm  them  by  a  law. 

We  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Board  of 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  of  the  nineteenth  of 
September  last,  respecting  pensioners,  a  copy  of  in- 
structions given  by  Council  to  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  treat  with  Indians,  and  a  letter  from  Cap- 
tain Heart,  which  merits  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

DAVID  REDICK,  V.  P. 

Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  November  3rd,  1778. 


GEORGE  ROSS. 

Vice  President 

of  the 

Supreme  Executive  Council, 

1788-1790. 
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Chapter  V. 
GEORGE  ROSS. 
Vice  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
1 788- 1 790.  • 


VICE  PRESIDENT  GEORGE  ROSS  WAS  ELECT- 
ed  to  the  Council  bj  the  County  of  Lancaster  in 
October,  1787,  and  became  Vice  President  in  No- 
vember, 1788,  vacating  the  position  upon  his  retirement 
from  the  Council  at  the  constitutional  limit  of  service 
in  1790. 
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Instructions  to  the  Commissioners  to  View  the  Ob- 
structions to  the  Navigation  of  the  Susquehanna 
and  Juniata  Rivers. 

.   lo  Council,  Philadelphia,  October  6th,  1789. 
Gentlemen : 

IN  CONFORMITY  TO  AN  ACT  OF  THE  GENERAL 
Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  passed  the  twen- 
ty-eighth day  of  September  last,  entituled  "An 
Act  to  appropriate  .the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds 
annually  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned."  Coun- 
cil have  appointed  you  to  view  the  rivers  Susquehanna 
and  Juniata. 

You  will  without  delay,  proceed  to  examine  the  said 
rivers,  and  the  various  streams  running  into  them,  and 
which  are  capable  of  being  made  navigable,  you  will 
carefully  mark  such  places  where  in  your  opinion  locks 
or  canals  are  necessary.  You  will  note  all  falls,  ob- 
structions and  all  matters  and  things  necessary  to 
form  estimates,  to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly, 
of  the  expences  of  clearing  and  removing  such  obstruc- 
tions to  the  navigation  of  the  said  rivers.  When  you 
have  compleated  this  business,  you  will  make  report  to 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  your  proceedings, 
together  with  such  estimate  of  the  probable  expence 
that  may  in  your  opinion  be  necessary  to  carry  this  law 
into  execution. 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council  request  you  will  use 
every  exertion  in  your  power  to  forward  and  effect  this 
important  design.  An  exemplified  copy  of  the  law 
from  the  Rolls  office  is  herewith  transmitted;  you  will 
be  allowed  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  each  per 
day,  as  a  compensation  for  your  services,  subsistence 
and  horse  hire,  whilst  you  are  actually  engaged. 

T  am  Gentlemen,  \^ith  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  ROSS,  V.  P. 

Timothy  Matlack,  Reading  Howell  and  William 
pean,  Commissioners  for  yiewing  the  river  Delaware. 
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John  Sellers  and  John  Adlum,  Commissioners  for 
viewing  the  river  Schuylkill,  and  Samuel  Boyd,  Bar- 
tram  Galbraith  and  Thomas  Huling,  Commissionersi 
appointed  to  view  the  rivers  Susquehanna  and  Juaiala. 


Additional  Instructions  to  the  Commission  to  View 
the  Obstructions  to  the  Navigation  of  the  Susque- 
hanna and  Juniata  Rivers. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  November  3rd,  1789. 
Gentlemen : 

YOUR  INFORMATION  RECEIVED  BY  COUNCIL 
since  the  date  of  our  letter  of  instructions  to  you, 
we  think  it  proper  to  give  you  the  following  direc- 
tions for  your  immediate  government,  which  you  are 
most  strictly  to  observe:  You  are  to  confine  your- 
selves to  the  falls  and  obstructions  of  the  river  Sus- 
quehanna, from  Wright's  Ferry  up  the  said  river  to  in- 
clude the  head  of  McKee's  Half  Falls,  and  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Juniata  up  the  said  river,  to  include 
the  head  of  Aughwick  Falls.  Council  are  induced  to 
give  you  these  additional  instructions  from  the  neces- 
sity of  having  your  report  of  the  probable  expence  of 
removing  the  several  obstructions,  and  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  said  rivers  between  those  distances, 
to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  in  their  present 
sessions. 
I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect, 

Y'our  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  ROSS,  V.  P. 
To  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  view  the  rivers  Sus- 
quehanna and  Juniata. 


Letters  concerning  the  Murder  of  Two  Friendly  In- 
dians. 
In  Council,  Philadelphia,  July  9th,  1790. 
Gentlemen : 

WE  HAVE  RECEIVED  YOUR  LETTER  OF  THE 
second  instant,  with  the  enclosures,  respecting 
the  barbarous  murder  committed   on  two  In- 
dians, and  have  issued  a  proclamation  offering  a  re- 
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ward  for  apprehending  and  securing  the  offenders,  that 
they  may  be  brought  to  justice.  You  will  receive  with 
this  copy  of  the  proclamation,  and  request  you  will 
send  one  or  more  of  them  to  the  Indians,  with  the  letter 
herewith  enclosed.  Other  copies  of  the  proclamation 
you  will  be  pleased  to  disperse  through  the  county,  and 
we  hope  that,  independent  of  the  reward  motives  of 
justice,  and  a  sence  of  the  dangers  to  which  the  in- 
habitants of  the  frontier  settlements  may  be  exposed 
from  the  incursions  of  .the  Indians,  if  these  atrocious 
offenders  should  be  suffered  to  escape,  will  stimulate 
the  good  citizens  of  your  county  to  pursue  and  bring 
the  offenders  to  condign  punishment. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  ROSS,  V.  P. 
To  William  Wilson,  Charles  Smith,  Jasper  Ewing,  and 
William  Cook  and  Christian  Getting,  Esquires. 

P.  S.  Council  were  not  informed  by  your  letter  to 
what  tribes  those  Indians  who  were  murdered  belong- 
ed, they  have  therefore  left  a  blank  for  the  address  in 
the  letter  to  the  Indians,  and  request  you  will  make 
enquiry  and  fill  it  up.  GEORGE  ROSS,  V.  Presid't. 
In  Council,  Philadelphia,  July  9th,  1790. 

Brothers : 

IT  IS  WITH  THE  UTMOST  CONCERN  COUNCIL 
have  received  intelligence  from  Northumberland 
county,  that  two  of  your  people  who  came  as 
friends  into  the  settlement  at  Pine  Creek,  have  been 
barbarously  murdered.  Upon  receipt  of  that  informa- 
tion a  Proclamation  offering  a  reward  of  eight  hundred 
dollars  for  apprehending  the  murderers  has  been  is- 
sued by  us.  You  may  rest  assured  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  has  the  warmest  friendship  for, 
and  the  utmost  sincere  attachment  to  your  people,  and 
that  we  will  do  everything  in  our  power  to  have  the 
murderers  brought  to  punishment,  and  hope  that  the 
peace  and  harmony  between  you  and  the  good  people 
of  Pennsylvania  will  not  be  disturbed  by  this  melan- 
choly evept,  GEORGE  ROSS,  Vice  President 


THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council, 

1788-1790. 
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Chapter  VI. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council, 

1 788- 1 790. 


QUAKER  BY  INHERITANCE,  THOMAS  MIFFLIN 
was  nevertheless  eminently  martial  by  nature, 
and  was  the  first  aide-de-camp  to  General  Wash- 
ington. Educated  for  mercantile  pursuits  adaptation 
to  higher  duties  was  recognized  by  his  election  to  the 
Assembly,  an  introduction  to  a  public  career  which 
terminated  only  with  his  death.  The  battle  of  Lex- 
ington aroused  in  him  the  warmest  spirit  of  patriotism, 
which  he  manifested  not  only  by  a  series  of  eloquent 
speeches  but  by  active  participation  in  the  military 
service.  As  Major  of  one  of  the  earliest  regiments  and 
later  as  aid  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Quartermaster- 
General,  as  Brigadier  General  and  finally  again  -as 
Quartermaster-General,  he  acquitted  himself  with 
honor.  In  1783  he  was  elected  to  Congress  and  as 
president  of  that  body,  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  receive  the 
resignation  of  Washington  from  the  Command  of  the 
Army;  this  he  did  in  a  brief  address  of  classic  diction 
and  dignified  simplicity.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Constitutional  Convention  of  1787  and 
was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Constitution  as  adopted. 
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In  1788  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Supreme  ^x- 
ecutive  Council  and  was  chosen  to  succeed  Franklin 
upon  his  retirement  from  the  presidency  in  the  same 
year.  He  was  president  of  the  Convention  which 
adopted  the  Constitution  of  1790  and  was  elected  the 
first  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  under  that  instru- 
ment. He  held  his  office  for  three  terms  of  three  years 
each,  the  Constitutional  limit  and  worthily  upheld  the 
dignity  of  his  high  position.  He  was  then  elected  to 
the  Assembly  but  did  not  survive  his  election  more 
than  a  few  weeks.  His  combined  services,  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  and  as  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth, from  November,  1788,  to  December,  1799, 
formed  the  longest  administration  in  the  history  of  the 
State. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  various  matters  of  State 
policy  and  internal  improvement. 

Gentlemen : 

WE  ARE  HAPPY  IN  THE  BELIEF  THAT  THE 
affairs  of  the  State  and  the  prospects  of  the 
Union,  affords  just  foundation  to  address  the 
Legislature  in  terms  of  congratulation.  The  principal 
difficulties  which  obstructed  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  have  been  happily  overcome — ^the 
prejudice  and  suspicion  that  are  awakened  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  that  system,  have  been  gradually  lulled, 
and  we  can  no  longer  doubt  that  all  those  States  which 
have  been  successfully  allied  to  obtain  the  independ- 
ance  of  America,  will  again  be  united  in  that  best 
means  of  giving  strength,  dignity,  and  stability  to  the 
national  character. 

Nor  can  it  be  deemed  visionary  or  unreasonable  to 
ascribe  to  the  influence  of  the  new  government  the 
liberal  attention  and  encouragement  which  of  late  have 
been  bestowed  upon  domestic  arts  and  manufactures, 
the  spirit  of  industry  and  economy  that  has  spread  it- 
self through  every  order  of  society,  and  the  perfect 
amity  which  subsists  at  this  period  amongst  the  in- 
habitants of  the  several  States. 

From  the  same  source  that  has  thus  revived  the  hope 
of  internal  order  and  happiness,  we  cannot  fail  to  de- 
rive the  respect  and  confidence  of  foreign  nations.  For 
in  the  great  intercourse  of  independant  countries,  the 
proper  title  to  reciprocal  advantage,  is  the  power  each 
enjoys  of  protecting  its  own  commerce,  and  the  disposi- 
tion which  each  evinces  to  maintain  its  own  credit. 
Experience  has  demonstrated  the  inconveniences  of  a 
.government  in  which  that  power  does  not  reside,  and 
has  taught  us  to  believe  that  a  more  happy  effect  will 
naturally  flow  from  a  government  differently  consti- 
tuted, and  while  the  sovereignties  of  Europe  are  suffer- 
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ing  all  the  calamities  of  an  extensive  war,  it  must  yield 
a  laudable  satisfaction  to  every  patriotic  mind  that  we 
enjoy  the  profitable  opportunity  of  improving  the  great 
advantages  that  lie  before  us. 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  we  arfe  ready  to 
declare  that  in  every  act  that  can  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  Union,  or  the  interests  of  this  State,  we  shall,  in 
the  manner  most  beneficial  to  the  public,  most  cheer- 
fully exercise  that  jurisdiction  which  the  Constitution 
has  confided  to  us,  and  as  we  shall  be  solicitous  on 
every  occasion  to  concur  in  the  designs,  and  to  advance 
the  intentions  of  the  Legislature.  We  trust  that  the 
harmony  of  our  proceedings  will  produce  an  additional 
confidence  in  our  constituents,  and  a  proper  energy  to 
the  administration  of  the  public  affairs. 

Gentlemen: — It  may  be  necessary  to  make  provision 
by  law  for  the  appointment  of  persons  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  Sheriff,  in  cases  of  contested  elections,  in 
which  it  may  not  be  expedient  for  the  Executive  imme- 
diately to  decide,  and  in  which  the  former  Sheriff,  who 
have  been  in  office  three  years,  cannot  constitutionally 
act. 

The  tax  laws  should,  in  our  opinion,  be  revised.  The 
assessments  of  the  public  taxes  are  in  many  instances 
unequal,  and  their  collection  generally  expensive,  un- 
certain, and  dilatory. 

The  following  reservations  should,  in  the  opinion 
of  Council,  be  made  for  the  Commonwealth,  vizt: 

First.  Presque  Isle,  formed  by  Lake  Erie.  Second. 
Le  Beuf,  at  the  head  of  the  navigation  of  French  creek; 
and  Third.  The  lands  adjacent  to  the  mouth  of  Cone- 
wango,  in  the  county  of  Allegany. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  act 
intituled  "An  Act  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand pounds  of  the  public  monies  to  the  laying  out  and 
making  of  an  highway  from  the  western  parts  of  Cum- 
berland county  to  the  town  of  Pittsburgh,  and  to  au- 
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thorize  the  President  in  Council  to  appoint  Commis- 
sioners to  lay  out  of  the  same,  have  laid  out  the  said 
road,  which  road  we  have  confirmed  as  far  as  the  town 
of  Bedford.  We  think  a  review  of  that  part  which 
lies  westward  of  the  town  of  Bedford  absolutely  neces- 
sary, but  as  the  money  appropriated  for  the  laying  out 
and  compleating  the  said  road  is  nearly  expended,  we 
cannot  proceed  in  the  review  without  further  directions 
and  aid  of  the  Legislature. 

We  suggest  to  the  Legislature  the  propriety  of  di- 
recting engravings  of  the  boundary  lines  of  the  State, 
and  the  publication  of  the  reports  of  the  several  Com- 
missioners who  compleated  those  lines. 

We  have  not  observed  in  the  printed  Journals  of  the 
late  House  that  any  order  hath  been  taken  on  the  rec- 
ommendation of  Congress  with  respect  to  convicts  im- 
ported into  the  States  from  British  dominions,  which 
recommendation  was  laid  before  that  House  by  Coun- 
cil. 

We  transmit  herewith  two  letters  from  the  Secretary 
of  Congress,  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  July,  1785,  and 
twenty-second  of  October,  1788,  in  which  Council  are 
requested  to  supply  him  with  thirteen  copies  of  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth.  This  cannot  be  done,  un- 
less a  number  are  printed  for  the  purpose.  We  also 
transmit  a  letter  from  the  same,  dated  the  seventh  of 
November,  1788,  inclosing  Journals  of  Congress  from 
the  twentieth  of  August  to  the  end  of  the  Federal  year. 
A  letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  fourth  of  October  last,  also  accompanies  this 
message. 

Colonel  Febiger's  representation  on  some  attempts 
to  avoid  payments  of  duties  on  merchandize  sold  by 
auction,  is  submitted  to  the  General  Assembly. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  President. 

Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  November  12th,  1788. 
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To  the  Assembly  inquiring  if  any  Fund  has  been  I*r6- 
vided  for  the  Purchase  of  the  Lake  Erie  Tract  from 
the  Indians. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  November  22nd,  1788. 
Sir: 

I  HAVE  THE  HONOR  TO  TRANSMIT  TO  YOU  A 
letter  which  Council  received  this  morning,  dated 
Fort  Harmar,  November  the  third,  1788,  from  John 
Gibson  and  Richard  Butler,  Esquires,  commissioners 
for  purchasing  of  the  ludians  the  tract  of  country  lying 
on  Lake  Erie,  and  lately  ceded  to  this  State  by  the 
United  States,  together  with  a  list  of  goods  imme- 
diately wanted  for  that  purpose. 

Council  wish  to  be  informed  if  any  fund  hath  been 
provided  by  the  Legislature  for  the  payment  of  such 
orders  as  they  may  think  proper  to  draw  on  the  State 
Treasurer  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  purchase  from 
the  Indians,  of  the  tract  above  mentioned,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  resolve  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  thirteenth  of  September,  1788. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  President. 
Honorable  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  [Speaker]. 
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Proclamation  concerning  the  Elections  for  represen- 
tatives of  the  State  in  Congress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

BY  THE  SUPREME  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  OF 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  Pursuant  to  an  act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth, passed  on  the  fourth  day 
of  October  last,  intituled  "An  act  di- 
recting the  time,  places  and  manner 
of  holding  elections  for  Representa- 
tives of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  «&ca."  Election  for  such  represen- 
tatives were  held  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  November 
last,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  several 
counties  of  this  State,  and  the  returns  of  the  said  sev- 
eral elections,  having  been  transmitted  by  the  Sheriff's 
of  the  said  city  and  counties  respectively  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  this  Council.  Now  We  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  having  agreeably 
to  the  directions  of  the  said  act  inspected  and  ex- 
amined the  said  returns,  and  enumerated  and  ascer- 
tained the  number  of  votes  for  each  and  every  candi- 
date, do  hereby  make  known  and  declare  that  Freder- 
ick Agustus  Muhlenberg,  Henry  Wynkoop,  Thomas 
Hartly,  George  Clymer,  Thomas  Fitzimmons,  Thomas 
Scott,  Peter  Muhlenberg  and  Daniel  Heister  are  ac- 
cording to  the  said  returns,  highest  in  votes  of  the 
electors  throughout  this  State,  and  in  consequence  are 
duly  elected  and  chosen  as  representatives  of  and  for 
this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Given  in  Council  under  the  hand  of  his  Excellency 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  President,  and  the  seal  of  the 
Biate  at  Philadelphia,  this  fifth  day  of  January,  in  the 
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year  of  our   Lord  one   thousand  seven    hundred   and 
eighty-nine. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Attest — Charles  Biddle,  Sec'ry. 


Proclamation  making  known  the  electors  chosen  to 
represent  the  State  in  the  National  Election. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  SUPREME  EXECU- 
tive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  Pursuant  to  an  act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth, passed  on  the  fourth  day 
of  October  last,  entituled  "An  act  di- 
recting the  time,  places,  and  manner 
of  holding  elections  of  Representa- 
tives of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  appointing  Electors  on  the 
part  of  this  State  for  choosing  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,''  elections  for  such 
Electors  were  held  on  Wednesday,  the  seventh  day  of 
January  last,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  sev- 
eral counties  of  this  State: 

And  whereas.  It  appears  from  the  returns  transmit- 
ted to  ihe  Secretary  of  this  Council,  that  Edward  Hand, 
George  Gibson,  John  Arndt,  Collinson  Read,  Lawrence 
Keene,  James  W^ilson,  James  O'Hara,  David  Grier, 
Samuel  Potts,  and  Alexander  Graydon,  are  highest  in 
votes  as  Electors  aforesaid:  Now,  we,  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  said  CommonweaHh,  do  here- 
by make  known  and  declare  that  Edward  Hand,  George 
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Gibson,  John  Arndt,  Collinson  Read,  Lawrence  Keene, 
James  Wilson,  James  O'Hara,  David  Grier,  Samuel 
Potts,  and  Alexander  Graydon,  are,  according  to  the 
said  returns,  highest  in  votes,  and  in  consequence  are 
duly  elected  and  chosen  as  Electors  of  &  for  this  State 
for  choosing  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Given  in  Council,  under  the  hand  of  his  Excellency 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  President,  and  the  Seal  of 
the  State,  at  Philadelphia,  this  third  day  of  Febru- 
ary in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
thirteenth. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  President. 
Attest — Charles  Biddle,  Sec'ry. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  various  matters  of  State 
policy  and  internal  improvement. 

Gentlemen: 

IN  PURSUANCE  OF  THE  ACT  OF  ASSEMBLY 
passed  the  fourth  day  of  October  last,  Frederick 
Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Henry  Wynkoop,  Thomas 
Hartley,  George  Clymer,  Thomas  Fitzsimmons,  Thomas 
Scott,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  and  Daniel  Hiester,  have 
been  duly  elected  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  and  Edward  Hand,  George 
Gibson,  John  Arndt,  Collinson  Read,  Lawrence  Keene, 
James  Wilson,  James  O'Hara,  David  Grier,  Samuel 
Potts  and  Alexander  Graydon,  have  been  duly  chosen 
as  electors  in  behalf  of  this  State  to  ballot  for  a  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

No  specific  fund  has  been  assigned  by  law  for  pay- 
ment of  the  allowances  granted  to  disabled  pensioners. 
The  Treasurer  has  hitherto  satisfied  such  claims  out 


72  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

of  the  unappropriated  funds  of  the  State,  but  the  im- 
mediate charges  against  those  funds  have  of  late  so 
greatly  accumulated,  that  it  is  found  improper  to  con- 
tinue the  additional  payments  to  the  pensioners,  more 
especially  as  a  diminution  of  the  said  funds  will  neces- 
sarily be  produced  by  the  operation  of  the  new  govern- 
ment. If,  therefore,  it  is  intended  that  the  allowances 
to  the  corps  of  Invalids  and  to  other  pensioners  of  the 
State  shall  be  continued,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make 
provision  by  law  for  those  purposes. 

The  difficulties  which  frequently  occur  from  the  pres- 
ent confused  state  of  our  laws,  render  in  our  opinion  a 
revision  and  arrangement  of  the  acts  of  General  As- 
sembly highly  proper. 

Alterations  are  often  made  by  acts  whose  titles  bear 
no  relation  to  the  act  which  is  altered;  some  acti?*  have 
become  obselete  from  the  change  or  cessation  of  their 
objects,  and  many  have  expired  by  their  own  limita- 
tions, while  the  constant  multiplication  of  supplements 
has  greatly  increased  the  size  and  perplexity  of  our 
code  of  laws.  We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  person  of  competent  legal  talents  to  di- 
gest and  arrange  them  into  a  regular  and  concise  sys- 
tem will  be  of  great  utility. 

We  are  informed  that  many  industrious  inhabitants 
who  are  conscientiously  opposed  to  the  test  law,  and 
who  consider  it  as  creating  an  invidious  and  improper 
distinction  between  citizen  and  citizen,  have  left  the 
State,  and  that  many  others  of  the  same  opinion  are 
preparing  to  follow  them.  While  our  neighbours  are 
giving  every  encouragement  to  settlers  within  their 
boundaries.  The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  will  no 
doubt  endeavour  to  remove  causes  of  uneasiness  on  the 
part  of  her  citizens  so  far  at  least  as  is  consistent  with 
the  security  and  reputation  of  the  State. 

As  the  act  of  Assembly  entituled  "An  Act  for  fa- 
cilitating the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit  emitted 
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ic  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
one,  and  for  redeeming  part  of  the  funded  debt  of  the 
State  by  the  speedy  collection  of  the  arrearages  due  for 
unpatented  lands  which  were  located  before  the  decla- 
ration of  Independency,"  will  expire  on  the  tenth  day 
of  April  next.  We  recommend  the  extension  of  that 
law  in  the  present  session,  and  submit  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  General  Assembly  the  expediency  of  limit- 
ing the  time  for  receiving  in  the  Land  Office,  certificates 
which  have  not  been  given  for  original  debts  of  this 
State. 

The  improvement  of  the  public  roads  being  under  the 
consideration  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  late  pur- 
chase of  land  on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Erie  will  natur- 
ally call  their  attention  to  that  quarter. 

A  communication  between  Presque  Isle,(  which  is 
included  in  that  purchase,)  and  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
will,  in  our  opinion,  prove  of  the  greatest  utility  to  the 
public. 

That  communication  may  be  best  effected  by  joining 
the  heads  of  the  West  Branch  of  Susquehanna  with  the 
sources  of  the  Allegany  river,  between  which  it  is  said 
there  is  a  short  portage;  the  most  convenient  portage 
from  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Schuylkill  has  been 
thought  by  persons  of  credit  and  information,  to  be  be- 
tween the  Sweetara  and  Tulpehoccon. 

We  are  informed  that  the  river  Delaware  at  a  very 
moderate  expence  may  be  made  navigable  to  the  north- 
ern extremity  of  Pennsylvania,  by  which  means  an  ex- 
tensive country,  at  this  time  containing  many  valuable 
settlements  and  hitherto  of  little  use  to  the  State,  will 
be  brought  to  communicate  with  the  capital,  and  afford 
a  considerable  supply  of  those  articles  which  form 
the  principal  staples  of  Pennsylvania. 

Several  petitions  for  the  continuation  of  the  Franks- 
town  road  to  Philadelphia  by  the  way  of  Sunbury  and 
Reading,  are  herewith  transmitted.     Many  respectable 
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citizens  wish  for  a  continuation  of  the  same  road  by 
Huntington  and  down  Juniata;  Council  are  of  opinion 
that  the  roads  proposed  would  be  beneficial  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

The  navigation  of  the  Lehigh  and  the  roads  leading 
from  thence  to  Nescopeck  and  Wyoming,  on  the  East 
Branch  of  Susquehanna,  are  also  objects  of  consider- 
able consequences  to  the  trade  of  the  State. 

A  letter  from  his  Excellency  Beverly  Randolph,  Es- 
quire, inclosing  a  letter  from  the  Speakers  of  the  Senate 
and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  with  a 
copy  of  the  application  agreed  to  by  the  General  As- 
sembly, to  be  made  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

A  letter  from  Henry  Knox,  Esquire,  Secretary  of 
War,  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twelfth  of  Au- 
gust last,  to  which  it  refers.  The  petition  of  Ebenezer 
FrothJngham,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  other  ofiicers. 
A  representation  from  the  Auctioneers  of  the  city  and 
liberties  of  Philadelphia,  relative  to  a  diminution  of  a 
branch  of  the  public  revenue.  The  report  of  a  Commit- 
tee of  Council  appointed  to  visit  the  jail  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia.  A  letter  from  Thomas  Scott, 
Esquire,  lately  elected  a  representative  of  this  State 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  containing  his 
resignation.  And  the  Comptroller  General's  report  of 
the  annual  expences  of  the  corps  of  Invalids,  exclusive 
of  their  pensions,  with  an  estimate  of  the  expence  of 
performing  the  services  required  of  that  corps  by 
watchmen,  under  the  direction  of  the  City  Wardens, 
are  herewith  transmitted. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Council  Chamber, 

Philadelphia,  February  6th,  1789. 
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To  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  Concerning  a  MiHtia 
Escort  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  Pass- 
ing through  the  State. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  March  13th,  1789. 
Sir: 

I  HAVE  THE  HONOR  OF  ENCLOSING  TO  YOU 
an  estimate  of  the  expences  of  an  escort  of  militia 
which  Council  wish  may  be  provided  for  his  Excel- 
lency the  President  of  the  United  States  through  this 
State.  They  hope  that  the  Honorable  the  General  As- 
sembly will  concur  with  them  in  opinion,  that  the  es- 
cort proposed  will  be  highly  proper,  and  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  appropriate  by  law  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  pounds  seven  shillings  and  six 
pence  specie,  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  Pre't. 
Honorable  Richard  Peters,    Esquire,    Speaker  of   the 
General  Assembly. 


To  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  transmitting  the  Re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Purchase  of  the 
Lake  Erie  Tract  from  the  Indians. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  March  24th,  1789. 
Sir: 

I  HAVE  THE  HONOR  TO  TRANSMIT  TO  YOU  FOR 
the  information  of  the  Legislature,  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  Council  to  nego- 
tiate and  compleat  the  purchase  of  the  triangular  piece 
of  land  lying  between  the  western  line  of  New  York, 
the  northern  line  of  Pennsylvania,  and  part  of  Lake 
Erie  from  the  Indians. 
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General  Butler's  letter  recommending  the  grant  of 
one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land  to  the 
Cornplanter,  a  Seneca  Chief,  is  also  transmitted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir  with  great  respect, 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  Preset. 
Hon'ble  Kichard  Peters,  Esquire,  Speaker  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 


An  Address  of  Congratulation  from  the  Council  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  General  George 
Washington. 

Sir: 

THE  PRESIDENT  AND  SUPREME  EXECUTIVE 
Council  of  Pennsylvania  cheerfully  embrace  this 
interesting  occasion  to  congratulate  you  upon 
the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Constitutioo,  and  to 
felicitate  ourselves  and  our  country  upon  your  unan- 
imous appointment  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United 
States. 

In  reflecting  upon  the  vicissitudes  of  the  late  war, 
in  tracing  its  difficulties  and  in  contemplating  its  suc- 
cess, we  are  uniformly  impressed  with  the  extent  and 
magnitude  of  the  services  which  you  have  rendered  to 
your  country,  and  by  that  impression  we  are  taught  to 
expect  that  the  exercise  of  the  same  virtues  and  abili- 
ties which  have  been  thus  happily  employed  in  obtain- 
ing the  prize  of  Liberty  and  Independence,  must  be  ef- 
fectually instrumental  in  securing  to  your  fellow  citi- 
zens and  their  posterity  the  permanent  blessings  of  a 
free  and  efficient  government.  And  although  the 
history  of  the  Revolution  will  furnish  the  best  evidence 
of  the  invariable  attachment  of  this  Commonwealth  to 
the  interests  and  honor  of  the  Union,  yet  we  cannot  re- 


Thomas  Mifflin.  yy 

sist  this  favorable  opportunity  of  personally  assuring 
you  that  in  every  measure  which  tends  to  advance  the 
national  character,  you  may  rely  on  the  zealous  co- 
operation of  the  executive  authority  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  discharging  the  duties  of  your  present  important 
station  it  must,  sir,  be  a  never-failing  source  of  con- 
solation and  support,  that  the  unbounded  love  and  con- 
fidence of  the  people  will  produce  a  favorable  construc- 
tion of  all  your  actions,  and  will  contribute  to  the 
harmony  and  success  of  your  administration.  For  we 
know  that  eventually  your  happiness  must  depend  upon 
the  happiness  of  your  country,  and  we  believe  that  in 
wishing  an  adequate  execution  of  your  intentions  and 
designs  we  comprehend  all  that  is  necessary  to  both. 

Uniting  with  our  sister  States  in  the  admiration  of 
those  motives  which  at  this  interesting  area  of  our  af- 
fairs have  induced  you  again  to  relinquish  the  enjoy- 
ment of  domestic  peace,  for  a  conspicuous  and  labori- 
ous participation  in  the  cares  and  toils  of  public  life, 
we  fervently  pray  for  the  preservation  of  your  health, 
and  we  confidently  hope  that  the  consummation  of  a 
patriot's  wishes — the  glory  and  felicity  of  your  country 
will  crown  the  period  of  a  longer  and  illustrious  ex- 
istence, and  prepare  you  for  an  everlasting  reward.* 
THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  President. 

Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  April  18th,  1789. 

REPLY  TO  THE  CONGRATULATORY  ADDRESS  TO  GENERAL  WASH- 
INGTON. 

To  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 
I  receive  with  great  satisfaction  the  affectionate  congratulation  of  the 
President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  on  my  appoint- 
ment to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

If  under  favor  of  the  Divine  Providence,  and  with  the  assistance  of  my 
fellow  citizens,  it  was  my  fortune  to  have  been  in  any  degree  instrumental 
in  vindicating  the  liberty  and  confirming  the  independance  of  my  country, 
I  now  find  a  full  compensation  for  my  services,  in  a  belief  that  these 
blessings  will  be  permanently  secured  by  the  establishment  of  a  free  and  ef- 
ficient government,  and  you  will  permit  me  to  say  on  this  occasion,  that  as 
nothing  could  add  to  the  evidence  I  have  formerly  received  of  the  invari- 
able attachment  of  your  Commonwealth  to  the  interests  and  honor  of  the 
Union;    so   nothing   could    have   been   more   agreeable    to   me   at    this   time, 
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Instructions  to  the  Comptroller  General. 

Sir: 

TO  FACILITATE  THE  EXCHANGE  OF  CEKTIFI- 
cates  agreeably  to  Act  of  General  Assembly  of  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  March  last,  Council  have 
judged  it  proper  to  give  you  the  following  instructions, 
vizt: 

1st.  Every  person  who  in  conformity  with  the  said 
act  shall  present  to  you  a  new  loan  certificate,  may  at 
his  option  receive  from  you  the  Continental  certificate 
or  certificates  for  which  the  new  loan  certificate  was 
granted,  or  receive  a  like  sum  of  principal  in  certificates 
of  debts  of  the  United  States  which  have  been  paid  into 
the  Land  office. 

2nd.  Where  new  loan  certificates  have  been  cancelled 
and  several  certificates  have  been  by  you  given  for  the 
amount  thereof  to  enable  the  party  to  make  payment 
to  the  Land  office,  &ca.,  and  where  one  or  more  of  the 
latter  shall  be  presented  as  part  or  parts  of  such  new 
loan  certificate,  the  person  presenting  the  same  may  in 
lieu  thereof  receive  so  many  of  the  original  Continental 
certificates  as  shall  be  equal  to  or  nearest,  and  under 
the  amount  of  the  new  loan  certificates  so  presented. 

3rd.  In  those  instances  in  which  it  may  be  imprac- 
ticable for  you  to  make  the  exact  amount  of  a  new  loan 

than  the  assurances  you  have  given  me  of  the  zealous  co-operatjon  of  its 
Executive  authority,  in  facilitating  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  object 
which  are  committed  to  my  charge. 

While  I  feel  my  sensibility  strongly  excited  by  the  expressions  of  af- 
fection and  promises  of  support,  which  I  every  where  meet  with  from  my 
countrymen,  I  entertain  a  consolatory  hope  that  the  purity  of  my  intentions 
and  the  perseverance  of  my  endeavours  to  promote  the  happiness  of  my 
country,  will  atone  for  any  of  the  slighter  defects  which  may  be  discovered 
in  my  administration.  For  whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  our  public 
measures,  or  however  I  may  err  in  opinion,  I  trust  it  will  be  believed  that 
I  could  not  have  been  actuated  by  any  interests  separate  from  those  of 
my  country. 

Suffer  me,  gentlemen,  to  conclude  by  assuring  you  that  I  am  well 
pleased  with  the  Justice  you  have  done  to  the  motives  from  which  I  have 
acted,  and  by  thanking  you  for  the  tender  concern  you  have  been  pleased  to 
manifest  for  my  personal  felicity. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
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certificate  or  certificates  with  Continental  certificates, 
3'ou  will  issue  a  new  certificate  or  certificates  bearing 
similar  interests  for  the  ballance  or  ballances. 

4th.  In  a  sett  of  books  to  be  prepared  for  the  purpose, 
you  will  keep  exact  and  fair  accounts  of  all  certificates 
you  may  receive,  deliver  or  issue  with  their  numbers, 
principal  sums  and  dates  of  interest. 

5th.  That  the  ballance  of  interest  to  be  received  or 
paid  by  the  State  according  to  Act  of  Assembly,  may 
be  ascertained,  you  will  calculate  the  arrears  of  interest 
which  may  be  due  on  all  new  loan  certificates  you  may 
receive,  as  well  as  on  all  Continental  certificates  you 
may  deliver. 

6th.  You  will  receive  indents  or  facilities  for  all 
ballances  of  interest  as  may  be  due  to  the  State,  and  out 
of  the  indents  or  facilities  you  have  received  or  may  ob- 
tain from  the  United  States  upon  the  Continental  cer- 
tificates in  your  possession,  you  will  pay  such  ballances 
of  interests  as  may  be  due  from  the  State. 

7th.  You  will  keep  exact  accounts  of  all  indents  so 
received  or  paid  in  books  prepared  for  the  purpose. 

8th.  If  you  consider  it  necessary  to  your  own  security 
or  to  the  regularity  of  your  proceedings  in  the  premises, 
you  will  demand  receipts  from  all  persons  to  whom  you 
may  deliver  certificates  or  indents  as  well  as  require 
vouchers  of  the  certificates  or  indents  which  may  be  de- 
livered or  paid  to  you. 

9th.  On  the  first  Wednesday  in  every  month  you  will 
produce  to  Council  for  their  inspection,  the  books  in 
which  your  transactions  relative  to  the  exchange  of  cer- 
tificates, according  to  Act  of  General  Assembly  of  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  March,  1789,  are  contained. 

10th.  If  any  difficulty  or  obstruction  should  occur  in 
the  execution  of  the  duties  required  of  you  by  the  act 
above  mentioned  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  March  last, 
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bj  the  foregoing  instructions  you  will  represent  the 
same  to  Council  that  such  difficulty  or  obstruction  if 
possible  may  be  obviated  or  removed. 

You  will  have  the  foregoing  instructions  sett  up  in 
your  office  for  the  information  of  all  persons  concerned. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 


Proclamation  making  known  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  governing  the  administering  of  the 
oath  to  State  officers. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  SUPREME  EXECU- 
tive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania : 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  The  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  provides  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  several  State  Legislatures 
land  all  Executive  and  Judicial  officers, 
both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
several  States,  shall  be  bound  by  oath 
or  affirmation  to  support  the  said  Con- 
stitution: 

And  Whereas,  By  an  act  of  the  said  United  States, 
passed  on  the  first  day  of  June  now  last  past,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  the  oath  or  affirmation  required  by  the  sixth 
article  of  the  said  Constitution  shall  be  administered 
in  the  form  following,  to  wit:  I,  A  B,  do  solemnly 
swear  or  affirm  (as  the  case  may  be)  that  I  will  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States: 
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And  whereas,  It  is  in  and  by  the  said  act  also  directed 
and  required,  "  that  the  members  of  the  several  State 
Legislatures,  at  the  next  sessions  of  the  said  Legis- 
latures, respectively,  and  all  Executive  and  Judicial 
officers  of  the  several  States  who  have  been  heretofore 
chosen  or  appointed,  or  who  shall  be  chosen  or  appoint- 
ed before  the  first  day  of  August  next,  and  who  shall 
then  be  in  office,  shall,  within  one  month  thereafter, 
take  the  same  oath  or  affirmation,  except  where  they 
shall  have  taken  it  before,  which  may  be  administered 
by  any  person  authorized  by  the  law  of  the  State  in 
which  such  office  shall  be  holden  to  administer  oaths; 
and  the  members  of  the  several  State  Legislatures  and 
all  Executive  and  Judicial  officers  of  the  several  States 
who  shall  be  chosen  or  appointed  after  the  said  first 
day  of  August,  shall,  before  they  proceed  to  execute 
the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  take  the  foregoing 
oath  or  affirmation,  which  shall  be  administered  by  the 
person  or  persons  who,  by  the  law  of  the  State,  shall  be 
authorized  to  administer  the  oath  of  office;  and  the  per- 
son or  persons  so  administering  the  oath  hereby  re- 
quired to  be  taken,  shall  cause  a  record  or  certificate 
thereof  to  be  made,  in  the  same  manner  as  by  the  law 
of  the  State  he  or  they  shall  be  directed  to  record  or 
certify  the  oath  of  office,  which  said  act  has  been  trans- 
mitted to  Council,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  duly 
made  known  and  promulgated  within  this  Common- 
wealth : 

And  whereas,  For  the  convenience  of  those  whom  it 
may  concern,  and  that  they  may  have  knowledge  there- 
of, Council  hath  caused  copies  of  the  said  act  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Prothonotarys  of  the  several  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  within  this  State,  with  directions  to 
make  the  same  known  within  their  respective  counties. 
We  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  issue  this  procla- 
mation, in  order  that  no  one  may  pretend  ignorance  of 
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the  premisses,  and  that  all  persons  whom  it  may  con- 
cern may  liave  knowledge  thereof  and  govern  them- 
selves conformably  to  the  said  Constitution  and  recited 
act. 

Given  in  Council,  under  the  hand  of  his  Excellency 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  President,  and  the  Seal  of 
the  State,  at  Philadelphia,  this  twenty-third  day  of 
July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  of  the  Commonwealth 
the  fourteenth. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Attest — Charles  Biddle,  Sec'ry. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  various  matters  of  State 
policy  and  internal  improvement. 

Gentlemen : 

WE  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  LETTERS  FROM 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  eighth  of  June,  ninth,  twenty-third 
and  thirtieth  of  July,  and  of  the  fourth,  tenth  and 
eleventh  of  August,  1789,  with  their  enclosures,  vizt: 

1st.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  time  and  manner  of  ad- 
ministering certain  ,  passed  the  first  day  of  June. 

2nd.  An  Act  ft)r  laying  a  duty  on  certain  goods, 
wares  and  merchandizes  imported  into  the  United 
States,  passed  the  fourth  of  July. 

3rd.  An  Act  imposing  duties  on  tonnage,  passed  the 
twentieth  of  July. 

4th.  An  Act  for  establishing  an  Executive  depart- 
ment, to  be  denominated  the  department  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  passed  the  twenty-seventh  of  July. 

5th.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  duties 
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imposed  by  law  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,  and 
on  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  imported  into  the 
United  States,  passed  the  thirty-first  day  of  July. 

6th.  An  Act  for  settling  the  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  individual  States,  passed  the  fifth 
of  August. 

7th.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  passed  the  sev- 
enth of  August. 

8th.  An  Act  for  the  establishing  and  support  of  light 
houses,  beacons,  buoys  and  public  piers,  passed  the 
seventh  of  August;  and 

9th.  An  Act  to  establish  an  Executive  department, 
to  be  denominated  the  department  of  war,  passed  the 
seventh  of  August. 

We  likewise  transmit  a  letter  from  His  Excellency 
Governor  Clinton,  of  the  fifth  of  May  last,  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  New  York  of  the 
fifth  of  February,  on  the  subject  of  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  purchase  of  the  Lake  Erie  tract  of  country  from 
the  Indians  hath  necessarily  exceeded  the  estimate  of 
Council,  and  the  sums  appropriated  by  Act  of  As- 
sembly. That  excess  has  arisen  principally  from  the 
length  of  time  the  Commissioners  were  obliged  to  wait 
for  the  Indians.  We  recommend  to  the  General  As- 
sembly to  provide  by  law  for  the  payment  of  the  money 
which  remains  due  on  that  purchase,  and  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds  and  six 
pence,  incurred  by  Council  in  receiving  his  Excellency 
the  President  of  the  United  States  in  this  city,  on  the 
seventeenth  day  of  April  next. 

The  accounts  of  the  purchase  of  the  Lake  Erie  tract, 
and  of  the  expence  of  receiving  His  Excellency  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  accompany  this  mes- 
saore. 
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Council  have  not  had  it  in  their  power  to  procure  a 
lot  proper  for  a  powder  magazine  out  of  the  city  limits, 
as  the  resolve  of  Assembly  directs.  Several  city  lots 
near  the  River  Schuylkill,  and  sufficiently  remote  from 
the  buildings  of  the  town  may  be  purchased  at  reason- 
able prices. 

The  principal  part  of  the  money  intended  to  have 
been  raised  by  Lottery,  and  directed  by  Act  of  As- 
sembly to  be  applied  to  the  repairing  of  that  part  of  the 
Lancaster  road  called  Jones's  lane,  and  towards  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  River  Schuylkill,  hath 
been  reported  to  Council  by  the  managers  to  be  out- 
standing. By  the  Act  of  the  fifteenth  day  of  March, 
1784,  the  managers  were  instructed  to  lay  before  the 
comptroller  General  from  time  to  time  when  thereunto 
required,  a  true  state  of  the  Lottery,  and  when  the 
drawing  of  the  same  should  be  compleated,  and  the 
prizes  and  incidental  charges  paid  to  render  their  ac- 
counts to  the  Committee  of  Accounts  of  Assembly  for 
final  settlement.  A  general  statement  of  the  product 
of  the  Lottery  and  of  the  money  which  remains  to  be 
collected  is  sent  herewith. 

Annuities  to  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased 
officers  of^  the  Army,  Flying  Camp,  State  Regiments 
and  State  Navy,  have  heretofore  been  paid  by  virtue 
of  the  Act  of  Assembly  dated  the  first  day  of  March, 
1780,  out  of  any  monies  in  the  hands  of  County  Treas- 
urers, upon  orders  drawn  by  the  Orphans'  Courts  of  the 
respective  counties.  But  all  public  monies  being  by 
subsequent  acts  appropriated  to  other  purposes,  there 
remains  no  provision  for  the  payment  of  those  an- 
nuities which  amount  to  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds. 

The  expence  of  repairing  the  banks  of  Mud  island 
since  the  first  day  of  March  last,  according  to  the  Comp- 
I roller  General's  report  (o  Council,  hath  been  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  pounds  ten  shillings. 
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The  exportation  of  Pot  Ashes  from  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia merits  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly. 
We  are  of  opinion  the  pot  and  pearl  ashes  should  be 
made  subject  by  law  to  inspection. 

The  Act  of  Assembly  intituled  An  Act  for  allowing 
a  further  time  to  distribute  the  donation  lands  promised 
to  the  troops  of  this  Commonwealth,  will  expire  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  September  next. 

We  lay  before  the  General  Assembly  a  copy  of  the 
instructions  of  Council  to  the  Comptroller  General, 
relative  to  the  exchange  of  certificates. 

A  representation  from  the  Wardens  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  and  a  letter  from  John  Dunlap,  the  pur- 
chaser of  certain  public  lots  in  Southwark,  whose  case 
we  recommend  to  the  Legislature. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  Pres't. 

Council  Chamber,  Philad'a,  August  25th,  1789. 


Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving, — 1789. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  SUPREME  EX 
ecutive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  The  President  of  the 
United  States  hath  transmitted  to 
this  Council,  this  Proclamation  for  a 
day  of  public  thanksgiving  and 
prayer,  requesting  that  the  same 
might  be  published  and  made  known 
in  this  State  in  the  following  words, 
vizt: 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMA.TION. 

Whereas,  It  is  the  duty  of  all  nations  to  acknowledge 
the  Providence  of  Almighty  God,  to  obey  his  will,  to  be 
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gratefull  for  his  benefits,  and  humbly  to  implore  his 
protection  and  favor: 

And  whereas,  Both  Houses  of  Congress  have  by 
their  joint  committee,  requested  me  ^'to  recommend 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  a  day  of  public 
thanksgiving  and  prayer,  to  be  observed  by  acknowl- 
edging with  gratefull  hearts,  the  many  and  signal 
favors  of  Almighty  God,  especially  by  affording  them 
an  opportunity  peaceably  to  establish  a  form  of  gov- 
ernment for  their  safety  and  happiness." 

Now  therefore,  I  do  recommend  and  assign  Thursday, 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  November  next,  to  be  devoted 
by  the  people  of  these  States  to  the  service  of  that 
great  and  glorious  being,  who  is  the  beneficent  author 
of  all  the  good  that  was,  that  is,  or  that  will  be.  That 
we  may  then  all  unite  in  rendering  unto  him  our  sincere 
and  humble  thanks  for  his  kind  care  and  protection  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  previous  to  their  becoming 
a  nation;  for  the  signal  and  manifold  mercies,  and  the 
favorable  interposition  of  his  Providence  in  the  course 
and  conclusion  of  the  late  war;  for  the  great  degree  of 
tranc[uility,  union  and  plenty  which  we  have  since  en- 
joyed; for  the  peaceable  and  rational  manner  in  which 
we  have  been  enabled  to  establish  constitutions  of 
government  for  our  safety  and  happiness,  and  par- 
ticularly, the  national  one  now  lately  instituted;  for 
the  civil  and  religious  liberty  with  which  we  are 
blessed,  and  the  means  we  have  of  acquiring  and  dif- 
fusing usefull  knowledge,  and  in  general,  for  all  the 
great  and  various  favors  which  he  hath  been  pleased  to 
confer  upon  us. 

And  also,  that  we  may  then  unite  in  most  humbly 
offering  our  prayers  and  supplications  to  the  Great 
Lord  and  Ruler  of  nations,  and  beseech  him  to  pardon 
our  national  and  other  transgressions,  to  enable  us  all, 
whether  in  public  or  in  private  stations,  to  perform  our 
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several  and  relative  duties  properly  and  punctually: 
to  render  our  National  Government  a  blessing  to  all 
the  people  by  constantly  being  a  government  of  wise, 
just  and  constitutional  laws,  discreetly  and  faithfully 
executed  and  obej^ed;  to  protect  and  guide  all  sover- 
eigns and  nations,  (especially  such  as  have  shewn  kind- 
ness unto  us,)  and  to  bless  them  with  good  government, 
peace  and  concord ;  to  promote  the  knowledge  and  prac- 
tice of  true,  religion  and  virtue,  and  the  encrease  of 
science  among  them  and  us;  and  generally  to  grant 
unto  all  mankind  such  a  degree  of  temporal  prosperity 
as  he  alone  knows  to  be  best. 
Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  New  York,  the  third 

day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 

seven  hundred  and  eight^^-nine. 

George  Washington. 

Now,  we,  the  President  and  iSupreme  Executive 
Council  aforesaid,  do  recommend  the  said  Thursday, 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  November  next,  to  be  set  apart 
and  observed  throughout  this  State  as  a  day  of  public 
thanksgiving  and  prayer,  for  the  good  and  pious  pur- 
poses expressed  in  the  said  Proclamation. 

Given  in  Council  under  the  hand  of  His  Excellency 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  President,  and  the  seal  of 
ihe  State,  at  Philadelphia,  this  thirtieth  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  of  the  Common w^ealth 
the  fourteenth. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Attest : — Charles  Biddle,  Sec'ry. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  various  Matters  of  State 
poHcy  and  internal  improvement. 

Gentlemen: 

WE  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  LETTERS  FROM 
his  Excellency  the  President  of  the^  United 
States,  of  the  second  and  third  days  of  October, 
17S9,  with  several  acts  and  resolves  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  which  have  been  received  since  the 
last  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  vizt: 

An  Act  ^o  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United 
States. 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  process  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States. 

An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  act  for  registering 
and  clearing  vessels,  regulating  the  coasting  trade,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

An  Act  to  recognize  and  adopt  to  the  Constitution  ol 
the  United  States,  the  establishment  of  troops  raised 
under  the  resolves  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

An  Act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  Invalid  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  States. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  present  year. 

An  Act  to  allow  the  Baron  de  Glauback  the  pay  of 
Captain  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress,  and  a  resolution  for  continuing  John  White, 
and  Joshoua  Dawson  in  office  untill  the  fourth  day 
of  February,  1790 ;  also  a  letter  from  Alexander  Ham- 
ilton, Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  dated  September  the  twenty-sixth,  1789,  in- 
closing two  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States,  dated  the  twenty-first  of  the 
some  month,  respecting  the  public  debts. 
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A  copy  of  the  amendments  proposed  to  be  added  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Two  letters  from  Henry  Knox,  Esquire,  Secretary  at 
War,  of  the  sixth  and  nineteenth  of  October,  1789,  in- 
closing an  extract  of  an  act  of  Congress,  dated  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  which  authorizes  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  into  service  from 
time  to  time,  such  parts  of  the  militia  as  he  may  judge 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,  from  the  hostile  incur- 
sions of  the  Indians,  and  requesting  a  list  of  persons 
entitled  to  pensions  by  the  laws  of  this  State^ 

Copies  of  the  Journals  of  the  first  sessions  of  the 
Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  also  accompanying  this  message. 

By  several  resolves  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  the 
year  1775  and  1776,  and  by  act  of  the  twentieth  of 
March,  1777,  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  were 
emitted  in  bills  of  credit,  of  which  there  remained 
unredeemed  by  the  last  report  of  the  Comptroller  Gen- 
eral, two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  pounds.  The  holders  of  such  bills 
are  entitled  to  receive  in  lieu  thereof  bills  of  credit  of 
April,  1781,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
for  one;  we  are  of  opinion  that  a  day  should  be  fixed 
for  the  final  redemption  of  those  bills. 

By  an  act  of  Assembly  of  the  first  day  of  June,  1780, 
Council  were  authorized  to  appoint  agents  in  the  sev- 
eral counties  of  this  State  to  purchase  horses  and  pro- 
visions for  the  army  of  the  United  States,  for  which  ar- 
ticles, certificates  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent., 
were  given  hj  the  agents;  of  those  certificates  there 
remain  unpaid  to  the  amount  of  four  thousand  pounds 
in  paper  bills  of  1781,  we  recommend  to  the  General 
Assembly  to  limit  the  time  for  the  exchange  of  all  suclj 
x.*ertificates, 
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A  law  should  be  passed  to  prevent  the  receipt  of  cer- 
tificates of  the  United  States  in  the  Land  office. 

The  act  of  Assembly  of  the  eighth  day  of  April,  1785, 
which  established  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 
land  office,  and  required  them  to  account  on  oath,  for 
all  fees  received  in  their  respective  offices,  expired  ou 
the  first  day  of  May  last.  *  That  law  we  are  of  opinion 
should  be  revived. 

We  submit  to  the  Legislature  the  propriety  of  a  re- 
vision of  all  laws  of  this  State,  which  interfere  with 
the  acts  or  resolves  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

The  laws  relative  to  the  health  -office  are  imperfect. 
The  introduction  of  infectious  diseases  into  the  State 
is  not  sufficiently  guarded  against,  nor  is  the  allowance 
to  the  officer  adequate  to  the  appointment.  This  sub- 
ject we  recommend  to  the  early  attention  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

We  recall  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  claims 
of  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased  officers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line.  Flying  Oamp,  State  Regiments  and 
State  Navy.  Orphans'  Courts  continue  to  draw  orders 
for  the  payment  of  pensions,  in  conformity  with  the 
act  of  Assembly  of  the  first  day  of  March,  1780,  al- 
though the  funds  out  of  w^hich  payment  of  pen.  here- 
tofore been  made,  have  by  subsequent  acts  been  ap- 
propriated to  other  purposes. 

A  limitation  of  the  time  for  bringing  suits  against 
the  sureties  of  Sheriifs,  and  of  the  time  for  exhibiting 
claims  against  the  State,  for  supplies  and  personal 
services  during  the  late  war,  we  are  of  opinion  will  be 
of  public  utility. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Cqi^ncil  Chamber,  Philad'a,  Novem'r  3rd,  1789, 
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Letters  of  instructions  to  the  State  Treasurer. 

In  Council,  Philad'a,  Monday,  Decemb'r  21st,  1789. 
Sir: 

IX  CONSEQUENCE  OF  YOUR  LETTER  OF  TEIE 
nineteenth  instant,  stating  that  many  difficulties 
have  occurred  in  your  department  of  State  Treas- 
urer, and  requesting  the  instructions  of  Council  there- 
on. Council  recommend  to  you — 

1st.  To  prevent  as  much  as  may  be  in  your  power 
all  officers  of  the  State  Revenue  from  receiving  in  their 
respective  offices  in  payment  of  customs,  taxes,  excise 
or  other  public  dues,  any  warrant,  order  or  receipt, 
whether  such  warrant  or  order  hath  been  originally 
drawn  upon  you  as  State  Treasurer,  or  upon  your  pre- 
decessor in  office.  > 

2nd.  To  make  no  endorsement  of  interest  upon  any 
State  or  other  public  certificate,  warrant  or  order,  nor 
to  give  any  receipt  for  the  same  unless  the  interest 
shall  have  been  paid  thereon  by  yourself  or  by  your 
direction. 

Srd.  In  the  payment  of  interest  due  on  public  securi- 
ties you  will  no  doubt  observe  the  strictest  impar- 
tiality, and  of  consequence  will  not  in  any  instance 
allow  persons  who  may  be  indebted  to  the  State  to 
discharge  such  debts  by  means  of  interest  due  on  cer- 
tificates of  the  State  in  their  possession,  so  as  to  give 
them  a  preference  in  the  payment  of  their  interest. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  ser- 
vant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Christian  Febiger,  Esquire,  State  Treasurer. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  various  matters  of  State 
poHcy  and  internal  improvement. 

Gentlemen: 

CONFORMABLY  TO  THE  ACT  OF  GENERAL 
Assembly  passed  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1789,  authorizing  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council  to  appoint  Commissioners  for  viewing  the 
navigable  waters  in  this  iState,  we  instructed  Timothy 
Matlack,  Reading  Howell,  and  William  Dean,  to  view 
the  river  Delaware;  Benjamin  Rittenhouse  and  John 
Adlum,  to  view  the  river  Schuylkill;  and  Bartram 
Galbraith,  Samuel  Boyd,  and  Thomas  Hulings,  to  view 
the  river  Susquehanna. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  view  the  river  Del- 
aware, have  compleated  the  task  assigned  to  them; 
those  who  were  appointed  to  view  the  river  Schuylkill, 
have  examined  that  river  from  the  Great  Fall  five 
miles  above  this  city  to  the  town  of  Hamburgh,  twen- 
ty-three miles  higher  than  the  town  of  Reading,  and 
have  extended  their  examination  to  the  Tulpehocken, 
and  the  strait  between  the  head  waters  of  that  stream 
and  the  Quittapahilla,  which  communicates  with  the 
Susquehanna.  That  part  of  the  Schuylkill,  however, 
which  flow^s  above  the  town  of  Hamburgh,  has  not  yet 
been  explored  by  the  Commissioners. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  view  the  river  Sus- 
quehanna, have  examined  that  river  from  Wright's 
Ferry  to  its  confluence  with  the  Juniata,  and  have 
viewed  the  Juniata  from  its  mouth  to  Piper's  run,  but 
they  have  not  compleated  their  report. 

The  reports  of  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  Commis- 
sioners, and  the  drafts  and  surveys  to  which  the  re- 
ports refer,  we  have  sent  herewith. 

The  security  of  the  public  records  against  fire  and 
other  casualties  requires  in  our  opinion  the  attention 
of  the  legislature.    The  books  and  documents  belong- 
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iiig  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  the  Comptroller  Gen- 
eral, the  Register  General,  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan 
office,  the  Receiver  General,  the  Secretary  of  the  Land 
office  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  are  deposited  in  different  rooms  in  the  State 
house,  while  those  which  appertain  to  the  offices  of 
the  Surveyor  General,  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  the  Register  of  Wills  for  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  are  for  want  of  room  in  the 
public  buildings  necessarily  kept  in  the  private  dwel- 
lings of  the  respective  officers. 

Besides  the  great  danger  attending  this  latter  cir- 
cumstance, it  is  no  inconsiderable  inconvenience  that 
the  books  and  papers  of  public  officers,  not  only  upon 
the  change  of  the  officers,  but  whenever  those  officers 
change  their  houses  should  be  removed  to  different 
and  distant  parts  of  the  city.  We  therefore  suggest 
that  the  erecting  of  a  building  as  a  repository  for  all 
public  records,  and  in  which  the  several  officers  who  we 
have  mentioned,  may  be  accommodated  for  the  trans- 
action of  their  respective  duties  will  be  a  matter  of 
public  utility. 

We  transmit  herewith  a  memorial  from  Reading 
Howell,  who  is  preparing  a  map  of  Penns^dvania,  and 
applies  for  permission  to  deliniate  the  North  boundary 
line  under  the  authority  of  the  State.  As  we  believe 
the  engraving  this  line  in  Mr.  Howell's  map  will  com- 
pleatly  answer  the  design  of  the  act  entituled  an  Act 
to  establish  and  confirm  the  boundary  line  between 
this  State  and  the  State  of  New  York,  passed  the 
twenty-ninth  of  September,  1789,  without  occasioning 
any  expence  to  the  public,  we  are  of  opinion  it  will  be 
proper  to  comply  with  his  request. 

The  act  of  Assembly  entitled  an  act  for  enlarging 
the  time  limitted  by  the  act  entitled  an  act  for  facili- 
tating the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit,  emitted 
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in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-one,  and  for  redeeming  part  of  the  funded 
debt  of  this  State,  for  extending  the  time  for  patent- 
ing lands  which  were  located  before  the  declaration  of 
independancy,  and  for  giving  a  right  of  preemption  to 
actual  settlers,  for  procuring  warrants  for  lands  by 
them  occupied,  passed  the  twenty-first  day  of  March, 
1789,  will  expire  by  its  own  limitation,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  April  next.  As  the  objects  of  this  law  are  not 
accomplished,  we  recommend  its  continuance  to  the 
consideration  of  the  legislature. 

John  Byard,  Esquire,  who  was  one  of  the  trustees 
appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  for  that  part  of 
the  Province  Island,  which  belongs  to  the  State  has 
removed  into  New  Jersey,  and  Robert  Knox,  Esquire, 
another  trustee  is  dead.  It  may  therefore  be  proper 
to  appoint  other  persons  in  the  room  of  those  gentle- 
men. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Council  Chamber,  Philad'a,  February  9th,  1790. 


Proclamation  of  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  sus- 
pected incendiaries  of  the  factory  of  the  subscribers 
to  the  Manufacturing  fund. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  SUPREME  EXECU- 
tive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  By  the  affidavit  of  John 
Anderson,  taken  according  to  law, 
it  appears  that  a  threatening  letter 
was  on  the  night  of  the  eleventh  in- 
stant, put  under  the  door  of  Francis 
Bailey,  directed  to  John  Taylor,  one 
of  the  persons  who  had  contracted 
with  the  subscribers  to  the  Manufacturing  fund  in 
Philadelphia,  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  factory. 
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And  whereas,  There  is  great  reason  to  believe  that 
the  fire  by  which  the  buildings  occupied  as  the  factory, 
as  aforesaid,  were  consumed,  on  the  night  of  the  twen- 
ty-fourth ultimo,  was  occasioned  by  some  villian  or 
villians: 

And  whereas.  As  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
the  perpetrators  of  such  atrocious  crimes  should  be 
brought  to  condign  punishment:  We  have,  therefore, 
thought  proper  to  offer,  and  do  hereby  offer,  a  reward 
of  One  Hundred  Dollars  for  discovering  the  author  or 
authors  of  the  said  letter,  and  also  a  reward  of  Three 
hundred  Dollars  for  discovering  the  person  or  persons 
who  wilfully  and  maliciously  set  fire  to  the  said  fac- 
tory, to  be  paid  on  conviction  for  the  same;  and  over 
and  above  the  said  reward,  we  do  hereby  promise  a  free 
and  full  pardon  to  any  one  of  the  persons  concerned  m 
the  said  letter  or  setting  fire  to  the  factory,  their 
alders,  abettors  and  comforters,  who  shall  discover, 
apprehend  and  secure  any  other  or  others  of  the  said 
offenders,  so  that  he  or  they  shall  be  convicted  as 
aforesaid:  And  we  do  hereby  charge  and  require  all 
Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs  and  Constables,  to  make  dili- 
gent search  and  enquiry  after,  and  to  use  their  utmost 
endeavors  to  apprehend  and  secure  the  said  offenders, 
their  aiders,  abettors  and  comforters,  and  every  of 
them,  so  that  they  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 
Given  in  Council  under  the  hand  of  His  Excellency 
Thomas  Mifliin,  Esquire,  President,  and  the  seal  of 
the  State,  at  Philadelphia,  this  thirteenth  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  tlie 
fourteenth. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Attest: — Charles  Biddle,  Secretary. 
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Instructions  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  view 
the  Western  waters. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  April  16th,  1790. 
Gentlemen:     ' 

COUNCIL  HAVINCx,  IN  PURSUANCE  OF  THE 
enclosed  resohition  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  thirty-Jirst  day  of  March  last,  appointed  you 
Commissioners  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  first 
part  of  the  said  resolution,  you  will  without  delay 
proceed  to  the  head  of  the  Quittapahilla,  and  from 
thence  to  the  Swatara,  and  down  the  Swatara  to  the 
Susquehanna,  then  passing  over  that  part  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna which  has  been  already  examined  by  the 
Commissioners  appointed  on  tlie  second  of  October, 
1789,  you  will  proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Juniata, 
where  you  are  to  recommence  the  examination  pro- 
posed, and  proceed  up  the  Susquehanna  to  Sunburry, 
and  thence  up  the  West  Branch  to  Cinnamahoning, 
and  up  the  same  to  the  Canoe  Place,  (so  called,)  or 
such  place  on  the  main  Branch  or  the  West  Branch  of 
Cinnamahoning,  as  will  connect  most  easily  with  any 
practical  branch  of  the  Allegany,  the  Consua,  Toby's 
creek,  or  any  other  which  may  discharge  itself  into  the 
Allegany  nearest  the  mouth  of  French  creek;  and 
thence  examine  French  creek,  up  to  Le  Boeuff  and  the 
Portage  to  Presque  Isle.  You  will  also  examine  and 
explore  any  nearer  and  more  convenient  communica- 
tion which  may  be  effected  by  land  or  water  with  Lake 
Erie.  You  will  then  return  down  the  Allegheny,  and 
examine  the  same  from  the  mouth  of  French  creek  to 
the  Kiskemanetas,  and  up  the  Kiskemanetas  to  the 
Conemaugh,  and  up  the  Conemaugh  to  its  forks  with 
Stony  creek,  and  from  the  same  by  the  nearest 
branches  which  be  improved  by  Canal  or  lock  naviga- 
tion, to  the  shortest  portage,  which  may  be  found  to 
the  Frankstown  Branch  of  Juniata  river,  at  or  near 
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the  mouth  of  Poplar  run,  where  Patrick  Cassady  now 
lives,  and  down  the  Frankstown  Branch  of  Juniata 
to  the  head  of  Water  Street,  where  the  Commissioners 
of  last  year  concluded  the  report  of  their  work. 

If  any  difficultys  occur  in  the  execution  of  the  duties 
required  of  you  by  these  instructions,  you  will  give 
information  thereof  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Coun- 
cil, that  such  difficulties  may,  if  possible,  be  removed. 

When  you  have  compleated  the  business,  you  will 
make  report  to  the  Board  of  your  proceedings,  together 
with  an  estimate  of  the  expences  that  may  in  your 
opinion  be  necessary  to  carry  the  said  resolution  into 
execution. 

Council  have  thought  proper  to  allow  you  seventeen 
shillings  and  six  pence  per  diem  for  your  services  in 
this  business,  including  your  personal  expences. 

The  charges  which  may  necessarily  arise  from  the 
hire  of  horses,  boats  and  assistants,  will  be  allowed  by 
Council.  At  the  same  time  it  is  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  you  to  avoid  every  unnecessary  expence  and 
delay. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  Timothy  Matlack,  Samuel  Maclay  and  John  Adlum, 

Esquires,  Commissioners    appointed    to    view    the 

Western  waters. 
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Instructions  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  ex- 
plore the  country  adjacent  to  the  headwaters  of  the 
Delaware,  Schuylkill,  Lehigh  and  Northeast  branch 
of  the  Susquehanna. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  April  26th,  1790. 
Gentlemen : 

COUNCIL  "HAVING,  LN^  PURSUANCE  OF  THK 
enclosed  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  thirty-first  day  of  March  last,  appointed  you 
Commissioners  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  last 
part  of  the  said  resolution,  you  will,  without  delay, 
proceed  to  explore  the  country,  and  ascertain  the  best 
and  shortest  distance  from  the  Delaware,  near  the 
forks  of  the  Mohawk  and  Popaughton  branches,  to  the 
great  bend  on  the  Susquehanna,  and  thence  proceed 
down  the  Susquehanna  to  the  mouth  of  Tioga,  and 
from  thence  to  the  junction  of  the  east  and  west 
branches.  On  your  return  from  thence  you  will  ex- 
plore the  Lehigh,  from  its  head  to  the  Turnhole,  and 
also  examine  and  explore  the  Tobehanna  and  the 
Schuylkill,  from  Hamburgh,  where  the  Commissioners 
of  last  year  concluded  their  work,  to  the  mouth  of 
Tamaquay,  or  Little  Schuylkill,  as  far  as  good  draft 
navigation  may  be  supposed  to  extend.  If  any  diffi- 
culties occur  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  required 
of  you  by  these  instructions,  you  will  give  information 
thereof  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  that  such 
difficulties  may,  if  possible,  be  removed. 

When  you  have  compleated  the  business,  you  will 
make  report  to  the  Board  of  your  proceedings,  together 
with  an  estimate  of  the  expence  that  may,  in  your 
opinion,  be  necessary  to  carry  the  said  resolution  into 
execution. 

Council  have  thought'proper  to  allow  you  seventeen 
shillings  and  six  pence  specie  per  diem  for  your  ser- 
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vices  in  this  business,  including  your  personal  expen- 
ces.  The  charges  which  may  necessarily  arise  from 
the  hire  of  horses,  boats,  and  assistants,  will  be  allow- 
ed by  Council ;  at  the  same  time  it  is  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  you  to  avoid  every  unnecessary  expence  and 
delay. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

To  Reading  Howell,  Frederick  Antes,  &  William 
Dean,  Esquires. 


Invitation  to  the  Counsellors  and  Chief  Warriors  of 
the  Six  Nations  Indians  to  Visit  Philadelphia. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  May  10th,  1790. 
Brothers : 

WE  HAVE  RECEIVED  AND  SERIOUSLY  Con- 
sidered your  letter,  directed  to  the  President 
and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. It  gives  us  pain  to  hear  from  you  that  some  bad 
people  have  plundered  your  camps  and  taken  your 
property.  Our  laws  do  not  permit  one  man  to  injure 
another.  We  are  willing  to  give  you  an  opportunity 
of  laying  before  the  government  of  Pennsylvania  your 
grievances,  and  of  explaining  your  wishes;  and  agree- 
ably to  your  request,  we  hereby  invite  three  of  your 
chief  counsellors  and  warriors,  vizt:  Cornplanter,  Half 
Town,  and  the  New  Arrow^  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  on 
Wednesday  the  first  day  of  'September  next,  when  the 
General  Assembly  will  be  in  session.  We  have 
granted  a  commission  to  your  particular  friend  Joseph 
Nicholson,  to  act  as  the  interpreter  to  your  three 
Chiefs,  and  will  give  him  directions  to  conduct  them 
to  this  city. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
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To  Kientwaughko  or  Cornplanter, 

Giiyaugli  Shoto,  alias  the  Great  Cross, 

Hachuwoot  or  Half  Town, 

Kyeiido, 

iShendeshowa, 

Wadungueta, 

Hagungush, 

Hiicheaguough,  alias  the  Dog  Barker, 

Oe-wha-gaw-go,  alias  the  Oldnews, 

Candagowa,  alias  Large  Tree, 

Tehewanias,  alias  the  Broken  Tree, 
Chief  Counsellors  and  Warriors  of  the  six  nations  of 
Indians. 


Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  Announcing  the  Ces- 
sion of  Certain  Properties   at  Cape  Henlopen. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  May  11th,  1790. 
Sir: 

1HA  VE  THE  HONOR  TO  SEND  YOU  HEREWITH 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  pass- 
ed the  twenty-eighth  day  of  September,  1789,  "to 
cede  to  and  vest  in  the  United  States  the  light  house  at 
Cape  Henlopen,  and  all  the  beacons,  buoys  and  public 
piers,  together  with  the  lands  and  tenements  thereunto 
belonging,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same." 
Iliave  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Honorable  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquire,   Secretary  of 
State. 
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To  the  Executors  of  the  late  President  Benjamin 
FrankHn,  gratefully  accepting  his  Portrait  by  Mar- 
tin. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  May  14th,  1790. 
Gentlemen : 

THE     SUPREME     EXECUTIVE     COUNCIL    OF 
Pennsylvania   have   received  the  extract  from 
Doctor   Franklin's    will    in  which  his  portrait, 
drawn  by  Martin  in  1767,  is  offered  for  their  accept- 
ance. 

The  services  rendered  by  that  Illustrious  citizen  to 
his  country  during*  a  long  and  active  life,  have  raised 
a  monument  of  gratitude  and  affection  to  his  memory 
which  cannot  be  improved  by  art  nor  destroyed  by 
time.  But  the  present  instance  of  his  regard  is  pecJi- 
larly  pleasing  to  a  body  of  which  all  the  present  mem- 
bers have  been  informed  by  his  wisdom,  and  many  have 
been  honored  by  his  friendship. 

We  cannot  therefore  hesitate  in  declaring  our  cor- 
dial acceptance  of  the  legacy,  which  being  placed  in 
the  Council  Chamber  may  become  a  public  benefit,  and 
lead  from  contemplating  the  picture  to  "an  imitation 
of  the  patriot. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Gentlemen,  your  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

.      THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  Henry  Hill,  John  Jay  and  Francis  Hopkinson,  Es- 
quires, and  Mr.  Edward  Duffield,  executors  of  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  Doctor  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, deceased. 
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Proclamation  of  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  Cer- 
tain Murderers  of  Two  Friendly  Indians. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  SUPREME  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania : 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  It  appears  to  us  by  the 
depositions  of  William  Moore  and 
Robert  Kin^,  taken  according  to  law, 
that  two  friendly  Indians  who  came 
into  the  settlement  on  Pine  Creek,  in 
Northumberland  county,  in  order  to 
trade  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county,  were  on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-seventh 
ultimo,  barbarously  murdered  by  Benjamin  Walker, 
Henry  Walker,  Joseph  Walker,  and  Samuel  Doyle : 

And  whereas,  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
lives  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  and  a  due  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  that  the  perpetrators  of  a  crime  so 
horrid,  should  be  brought  to  condign  and  exemplary 
punishment:  We  have  therefore  thought  proper  to 
issue  this  proclamation,  hereby  engaging  that  the  pub- 
lic reward  of  eight  hundred  dollars  shall  be  paid  to 
any  person  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  and  secure 
the  said  Benjamin  Walker,  Henry  Walker,  Joseph 
Walker,  and  Samuel  Doyle,  or  two  hundred  dollars  for 
each  and  every  of  them,  to  be  paid  on  their  conviction 
for  the  said  offence. 

Given  in  Council,  under  the  hand  of  his  Excellency, 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  President,  and  the  seal  of 
the  State,  at  Philadelphia,  this  ninth  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety. 

THOMAS  MIFFLJ]^, 
Attest — Charles  Biddle,  Sec'rv. 


Thomas  Mifflin.  103 

Letter  of  Amity  to  Colonel  Alexander  McGillivray 
and  other  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Creek  Nation. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  July  17th,  1790. 
Sir: 

THE  PRESIDENT  AND  SUPREME  EXECUTIVE 
Council  of  Pennsylvania  are  happy  in  the  oppor- 
tunity of  welcoming  you  to  the  city  of  Philad'a, 
and  of  assuring  you  and  the  great  Chiefs  and  Warriors 
of  the  Creek  Nation,  who  accompany  you,  of  our  most 
cordial  wish  to  render  your  stay  here  convenient  and 
agreeable. 

We  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  at  New  York,  written  by  order  of  the  President 
General  of  the  United  States,  intimating  your  desire 
of  taking  this  route,  and  recommending  you  to  our 
attention  and  regard.  That  communication  demon- 
strates indeed  the  President  General's  earnest  desire 
to  cultivate  every  means  for  establishing  a  good  un- 
derstanding between  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  their  brethren  of  the  Creek  Nation;  but  it  was 
unnecessary  on  the  present  occasion,  as  our  own  feel- 
ings sufficiently  prompt  us  to  testify  our  personal 
esteem  for  you,  and  as  we  hope  the  conduct  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, from  the  landing  of  William  Penn  to  this  day, 
has  unequivocally  proved  her  love  of  justice,  her  dis- 
position for  peace,  and  her  respect  for  the  rights  and 
happiness  of  her  neighbours. 

It  is  with  sincere  pleasure  that  we  anticipate  from 
the  object  of  your  journey  the  establishment  of  a  last- 
ing harmony  between  your  Nation  and  the  United 
States  of  America;  and  we  are  persuaded  that  you  will 
coincide  in  opinion  that  (however  the  ambition  or  tur- 
bulence of  individuals  may  sometimes  mislead  them) 
our  common  country  furnishes  room  enough  for  all  its 
inhabitants,  and  that  the  real  interests  of  all  will  be 
best  promoted  by  mutual  forbearance  and  a  reciprocity 
pf  good  offices. 
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Be  pleased  then,  Sir,  to  communicate,  with  a  cordial 
welcome  to  our  city,  these  sentiments  of  the  great 
Chiefs  who  have  accompanied  you,  and  to  bear  them 
in  your  own  mind.  They  are  the  sentiments  not  only 
of  the  persons  who  now  address  you,  but  likewise,  we 
are  confident,  of  all  who  are  engaged  in  the  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs,  and  indeed,  of  all  the  virtuous 
citizens  of  the  American  Union.  If,  therefore,  they 
obtain  the  credit  and  confidence  to  which  they  are  en 
tituled,  our  latest  posterity  will  have  occasion  to  re- 
joice, and  to  bless  that  benevolent  policy  which  extin- 
guishes National  prejudice  and  resentment,  will  at 
length  unite  us  in  the  greateful  bonds  of  peace  and 
friendship. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Colonel  Alexander  McGillivray  and  others.  Chiefs  and 

Warriors  of  the  Creek  Nation  of  Indians. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  various  matters  of  State 
and  internal  improvement. 

Gentlemen: 

UNDER  THE  AUTHORITY  OF  A  RESOLUTION 
of  Assembly  of  the  thirty-first  of  March  last, 
we  appointed  Timothy  Matlack,  John  Adlum 
and  Samuel  McClay,  to  examine  and  survey  the 
Quittapahilla,  the  Swatara  and  parts  of  the  Susque- 
hanna and  Juniata  rivers,  and  assigned  Frederick 
Antes,  Reading  Howell  and  William  Dean,  the  busi- 
ness of  exploring  the  country  near  the  head- 
waters of  Delaware,  of  the  East  Branch  of  Susque- 
hanna, and  of  the  rivers  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill.     The 
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commissioners  set  out  on  the  duties  of  their  respective 
departments  in  May;  but  we  have  not  received  any 
communications  from  them. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  your  Honorable 
House  of  the  sixth  of  April,  we  have  purchased  a  conve- 
nient lot  of  ground  for  five  hundred  and  sixty-five 
pounds  specie,  and  considerable  progress  is  made  in 
erecting  upon  it  a  magazine  for  gunpowder. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  provide  by  law  for  payment, 
the  price  of  the  lot  and  the  expence  of  the  building, 
which  as  nearly  as  we  can  at  present  ascertain,  will 
be  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds, 
and  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  likewise  be  proper 
to  give  a  legislative  sanction  to  the  storage  of  powder 
belonging  to  private  citizens,  as  soon  as  that  magazine 
will  be  ready  to  receive  it. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  carry  into  effect  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  expressed  by  the  act  of  the 
sixth  of  April,  as  no  one  has  been  willing  to  undertake 
to  put  the  banks  of  Mud  Island  into  good  repair,  for  the 
sum  appropriated  by  the  law:  We  conceive  that  twelve 
hundred  pounds  will  be  requisite  for  that  purpose. 

The  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  individuals  States 
against  the  United  vStates,  being  an  object  of  consider- 
able moment,  several  States  had  appointed  agents  to 
attend  to  the  settlement  of  their  respective  accounts 
before  the  commissioners  appointed  by  Congress,  and 
therefore,  in  conformity  to  the  sentiments  of  our  dele- 
gates, as  well  as  the  obvious  utility  of  the  measure,  we 
have  during  your  recess,  employed  Charles  Pettit,  Es- 
quire, for  that  purpose,  as  an  agent  on  behalf  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  letter  from  our  Delegates 
and  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pettit,  respecting  the  business  of 
his  agency,  we  inclose,  together  with  a  letter  from  tlie 
Comptroller  General  upon  the  State  of  the  public  ac- 
counts. 
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Council  being  called  upon  to  discharge  the  ballance 
due  to  Robert  Gralbraith,  Esquire,  on  his  contract  for 
opening  the  road  from  Frankstown  Branch  to  Oonne- 
maugh,  we  lay  before  your  Honorable  House  the  infor- 
mation we  have  with  respect  to  the  execution  of  that 
contract  from  William  Findley,  Esquire,  member  of 
Council,  who  at  our  request  has  examined  the  said 
Board,  and  thinks  it  has  been  laid  out  conformably  to 
Mr.  Galbraith's  undertaking. 

We  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Attorney  General,  on 
account  of  the  opinion  therein  expressed,  "that  it 
would  be  sound  policy  to  establish  a  rule  of  recipro- 
city with  the  nations  of  Europe,  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, declaring  the  subjects  of  those  States,  in  which 
our  citizens  are  permitted  to  enjoy  real  property,  de- 
vised or  descending  to  them  capable  of  a  similar  privi- 
lege in  Pennsylvania. 

The  act  of  the  eleventh  of  February,  1789,  w^hich 
enables  alians  to  purchase  and  hold  lands  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, will  soon  expire  by  its  own  limitation,  and 
we  conceive  that  a  general  and  permanent  rule  on  this 
important  subject,  ought  not  to  be  adopted.  How  far 
that  which  is  suggested  by  the  Attorney  General,  may 
be  proper,  we  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Hospital  on  State  Island  having 
represented  to  us  that  the  wharf  on  the  Delaware,  for 
the  landing  of  sick  passengers,  who  may  be  sent  to 
the  hospital,  is  in  so  ruinous  a  condition,  that  unless 
speedily  repaired  it  must  be  entirely  destroyed.  We 
enclose  their  memorial  and  recommend  it  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature. 

We  sincerely  lament  the  occasion  of  laying  before 
you  the  depositions  of  several  persons,  from  which  it 
appears  that  in  June  last,  two  friendly  Indians  were 
barbarously  murdered  on  Pine  creek,  Northumberland 
county.     In  order  to  manifest  our  abhorrence  of  the 
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crime,  and  to  obtain,  if  possible,  the  persons  of  the 
offenders,  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  Council,  offer- 
ing a  reward  of  eight  hundred  dollars  for  apprehending 
them,  and  such  other  steps  have  taken  upon  this 
occasion  as  will,  w^e  hope,  effectually  appease  the  re- 
sentment of  the  Indians,  and  prevent  any  danger  of  re- 
taliation. 

A  desire  to  promote  a  good  understanding  with  the 
Indians  who  reside  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  has 
likewise  induced  us  to  acquiesce  in  the  wish  which 
Cornplanter  and  other  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  have 
expressed  to  visit  Philadelphia;  three  of  whom  we 
have  accordingly  invited,  and  they  will  probably  arrive 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

The  following  acts  and  resolutions  of  Congress  which 
were  received  on  Saturday,  we  transmit  for  your  infor- 
mation : 

An  Act  making  further  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  debts  of  the  United  States. 

An  Act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line,  on  continental  establishments  to  obtain 
titles  to  certain  lands  l^ing  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  between  the  little  Miami  and  Sciota. 

An  Act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
finish  the  light  house  on  Portland  head,  in  the  district 
of  Maine. 

An  Act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  certain 
acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland,  Georgia  and  Khode 
Island,  and  Providence  Plantations. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  persons  therein  men- 
tioned and  described. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  disabled  soldiers  and  sea- 
men lately  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

An  Act  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts  of  the  United  States,  in  the  districts  of 
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South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  providing  that  the 
District  Court  of  Pennsylvania  shall  in  future  be  held 
at  the  city  of  Philadelphia  only. 

An  Act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  men- 
tioned. 

An  Act  making  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the 
public  debt;  and 

A  resolution  directing  that  a  return  of  certain  sur- 
veys of  lands  in  the  western  territory  be  made  to  and 
perfected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

A  letter  from  the  Honorable  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  Esquire,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives'of  the  United  States,  inclosing  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  dated  the  eighteentli 
day  of  May  last,  respecting  the  terms  for  which  the 
members  of  the  present  Congress  Vvere  chosen,  is  also 
sent  herewith. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  August  31st,  179f). 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  murder  of  two 
friendly  Indians  on  Pine  Creek,  and  the  measures 
demanded  thereby. 

Gentlemen : 

IN  OUR  MESSAGE  OF  THE  THIRTY-FIRST  OF 
August,  we  informed  your  Honorable  House  that 
two  friendly  Indians  had  been  barbarously  mur- 
dered in  June  last  by  citizens  of  this  State,  on  Pine 
creek,  and  that  we  had  taken  measures  for  apprehend- 
ing the  murderers,  and  for  preventing  retaliation. 

Mr.  King,  who  was  by  order  of  Council  dispatched  to 
the  Indian  country  with  a  speech,  and  with  copies  of 
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a  proclamation  issued  by  Council  for  apprehending 
the  murderers,  returned  last  evening.  He  has  brought 
a  letter  from  Robert  Phelps,  dated  Canandargua, 
August  14th,  1790,  and  a  speech  from  several  Chiefs 
of  the  Seneca  nation,  to  which  the  two  Indians  who 
were  murdered  on  Pine  creek  belonged,  which  letter 
and  speech  we  inclose. 

A¥e  conceive  it  to  be  of  great  importance  to  the 
welfare  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  that  measures 
should  be  immediately  taken  for  quieting  the  minds  of 
the  Indians.  We,  therefore,  request  a  conferrence 
with  a  committee  of  the  General  Assembly  this  morn- 
ing on  the  subject. 

We  transmit  a  letter  from  the  State  Treasurer  rela- 
tive to  the  Loan  Office,  with  an  account  of  monies  due 
to  the  Commonwealth  on  mortgages  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lution, which  we  recommend  to  the  attention  of  your 
honorable  House. 

A  letter  from  John  Beckley,  Esquire,  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  a 
copy  of  the  journals  of  the  proceedings  of  that  House 
accompanying  this  message. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  September  1st,  1790. 


Letter    to  the    Cornplanter   and   other    Chiefs    and 
Warriors  of  the  Six  Nations. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  October  30th,  1790. 
Brothers : 

COUNCIL     HAVE     SERIOUSLY     CONSIDERED 
the  several  matters  which  you  laid  before  them 
yesterday  morning,  and  assure  you  that  it   is 
their  sincere  desire  to  have  all  your  complaints  ex- 
amined into  and  satisfactorily  and  speedily  removed. 
But  the  change  which  has  been  made  in  the  govern- 
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ment  of  the  State,  puts  it  out  of  the  power  of  this 
Council  to  give  special  answer  to  the  most  material 
parts  of  3^our  speech. 

On  the  first  Tuesday  of  next  December,  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania  will  meet  under  the  new  form 
of  Government,  and  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  the  sanui 
month  the  new  Governor  will  commence  his  adminis- 
tration. 

When  those  events  take  place,  your  speech,  together 
with  such  further  rei)resentation  of  a  public  nature, 
which  you  may  think  proper  to  make  to  us,  shall  be 
faithfully  communicated  to  the  new  Government  for 
their  consideration  and  decision. 

There  are,  however,  two  points  on  which  we  may 
with  propriety  now  decide. 

The  first,  the  grant  to  the  Cornplanter  of  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  acres  of  land  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly, on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March,  1789. 

AYe  would  long  ago  have  ordered  the  survey  of  the 
land  for  the  Cornplanter,  but  being  willing  to  gratify 
him  in  his  choice  of  a  tract,  we  instructed  General 
Butler  to  consult  with  him  on  that  subject,  and  have 
waited  to  this  time  for  his  determination. 

If  he  will  inform  us  in  what  part  of  the  unlocated 
lands  of  the  State  he  wishes  his  survey  to  be  made,  we 
will  order  the  Surveyor  General  to  have  the  tract  laid 
out  without  further  delay. 

The  second  point  on  which  we  shall  decide,  is  the 
Cornplanter's  request,  that  Half  Town  and  Mr.  Nichol- 
son may  remain  with  him  in  Philadelphia  untill  th(^ 
meeting  of  the  Legislature  of  the  United  (States,  or 
untill  the  President  shall  arrive  here'. 

We  cheerfully  comply  with  that  request,  and  ap- 
proved of  his  sending  back  the  other  Chiefs  and  War- 
riors. 

And  in  order  to  make  the  residence  of  the  Cornplan- 
ter, Half  Town  and  Mr.  Nicholson  in  Philadelphia,  as 
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convenient  and  agreebly  as  possible,  Council  will  in- 
struct their  Secretary  to  provide  suitable  lodgings  for 
them  in  a  private  family. 

Chiefs  and  Warriors  who  are  to  return  to  the  Seneca 
Nation — 

We  desire  you  to  inform  the  Seneca  Nation  that  the 
Government  of  Pennsylvania  entertains  sentiments 
of  the  most  sincere  friendship  for  them,  and  are 
anxious  to  prevent  injuries  being  done  by  its  citizens 
to  their  persons  and  property. 

But  as  evil  disposed  men  exist  in  every  society,  and 
as  violence  may  sometimes  be  committed  by  such  men 
upon  the  persons  and  property  of  the  Indians,  the 
Government  will  think  it  their  duty  upon  complaint 
being  made  of  such  violence  having  been  committed, 
to  endeavour  to  have  the  offenders  apprehended  and 
brought  to  Justice. 

In  the  instance  of  the  Walkers  and  Doyle,  this  Coun- 
cil has  done  everything  in  their  power  to  have  them 
secured  and  brought  to  tryal,  they  have  succeeded 
only  with  respect  to  Doyle,  but  will  continue  their  ex- 
ertions for  the  securing  of  the  Walkers. 

Doyle  will  be  conve3'ed  next  week  to  Sunbury  under 
a  strong  guard,  to  stand  his  trial;  should  he  be  con- 
victed, there  is  little  doubt  of  his  being  capitally  pun- 
ished. 

We  wish  you  may  arrive  at  your  homes  in  good 
health,  and  find  your  families  in  the  possession  of  the 
same  blessings. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
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To  Cornplanter  and  his  Indians  with  Regard  to  their 
visit  to  the  City  and  dedining  to  Advance  Money. 

In  Council,  Phiiadelpliia,  November  3rd,  1790. 
Brothers : 

COUNCIL  HAVE  CONSIDERED  THE  REQUESTS 
made  by  Cornplanter,  that  one  hundred  and  nine- 
ty dollars  should  be  advanced  to  him  and  to  the 
Chiefs  and  warriors  who  haye  accompanied  him  to 
Philadelphia,   to   procure   supplies   of   cloathing   and 
other  necessaries  for  their  families. 

However  desirous  Council  may  be  of  complying  with 
eveiy  reasonable  desire  of  the  Cornplanter,  we  con- 
ceive that  it  is  not  in  our  power,  for  reasons  stated  to 
him  in  our  answer  to  his  speech  of  the  thirteenth  day 
of  October  last,  to  comply  with  his  present  request. 

At  the  same  time,  we  declare  it  our  determination  to 
allow  to  him  and  to  his  companions  every  thing  which 
can  be  considered  as  essential  to  their  comfortable  resi- 
dence in  the  city,  and  to  their  safe  and  happy  return  to 
their  families. 

But  whatever  relates  to  any  demand  of  the  Corn- 
planter  against  the  State,  or  to  an  advance  of  money 
on  account,  must  be  deferred  untill  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  in  December  next. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
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E  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH 

of  Pennsylvania,  ordain  and  establish  this  con- 
stitution for  its  government. 

ARTICLE  I. 


Section  I.  The  legislative  power  of  this  common- 
wealth shall  be  vested  in  a  general  assembly,  which 
shall  consist  of  a  senate  and  house  of  representatives. 

Section  II.  The  representatives  shall  be  chosen,  an- 
nually, by  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
of  each  county  respectively,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
Oct-ober. 

Section  III.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative,  who 
shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  have  been  a  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  the  state 
three  years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last 
year  thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  city  or  county  in 
which  he  shall  be  chosen;  unless  he  shall  have  been 
absent  on  the  public  business  of  the  United  States  or 
of  this  state.  No  person  residing  within  any  city,  town 
or  borough,  which  shall  be  entitled  to  a  separate  rep- 
resentation, shall  be  elected  a  member  for  any  county; 
nor  shall  any  person  residing  without  the  limits  of  any 
city,  town  or  borough,  be  elected  a  member  thereof. 

Section  IV.  Within  three  years  after  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  general  assembly,  and  within  every  subse- 
quent term  of  seven  years,  an  enumeration  of  the  tax- 
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able  inhabitants  shall  be  bade,  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  directed  by  law.  The  number  of  representatives 
shall,  at  the  several  periods  of  making  such  enumera- 
tion, be  fixed  by  the  legislature,  and  apportioned 
among  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  several  coun- 
ties according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in 
each;  and  shall  never  be  less  than  sixty,  nor  greater 
than  one  hundred.  Each  county  shall  have  at  least  one 
representative;  but  no  county  hereafter  erected,  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  separate  representation,  until  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  taxable  inhabitants  shall  be  contained 
within  it  to  entitle  them  to  one  representative,  agree 
able  to  the  ratio  which  shall  then  be  established. 

Sect.  V.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  for  four  years 
by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  and  of  the  several  coun- 
ties, at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the 
same  places  where  they  shall  vote  for  representatives. 

Sect.  VI.  The  number  of  senators  shall,  at  the  sev- 
eral periods  of  making  the  enumeration  before  men- 
tioned, be  fixed  by  the  legislature,  and  apportioned 
among  the  districts,  formed  as  hereinafter  directed,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in  each; 
and  shall  never  be  less  than  one-fourth,  nor  greater 
than  one-third  of  the  number  of  representatives. 

Sect.  YII.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  in  districts 
to  be  formed  by  the  legislature,  each  district  containing 
such  a  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  as  shall  be  en- 
titled to  elect  not  more  than  four  senators:  When  a 
district  shall  tie  composed  of  two  or  more  counties  they 
shall  be  adjoining.  Neither  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
nor  any  county,  shall  be  divided  in  forming  a  district. 

Sect.  VIII.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator,  who  shall 
not  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and 
have  been  a  citizen,  and  inhabitant  of  the  state  four 
years  next  before  his  election,  and  the  last  year  thereof 
an  inhabitant  of  the  district  for  which  he  shall  be 
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chosen,  unless  he  shall  have  heen  absent  on  the  public 
business  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  state. 

Sect.  IX.  Immediately  after  the  senators  shall  be 
assembled  in  consequence  of  the  first  election  subse- 
quent to  the  first  enumeration,  they  shall  be  divided,  by 
lot,  as  equally  as  may  be,  into  four  classes.  The  seats 
of  the  senators  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the 
expiration  of  the  first  year;  of  the  second  class,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  second  year;  of  the  third  class,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  third  year;  and  of  the  fourth  class,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year;  so  that  one-fourth 
may  be  chosen  every  year. 

Sect.  X.  The  general  assembly  shall  meet  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  December,  in  every  year,  unless  sooner 
convened  by  the  governor. 

Sect.  XI.  Each  house  shall  choose  its  speaker  and 
other  officers;  and  the  senate  shall  also  choose  a 
speaker  pro  tempore,  when  the  speaker  shall  exercise 
the  office  of  governor. 

Sect.  XII.  Each  house  shall  judge  of  the  qualifica- 
tions of  its  members.  Contested  elections  shall  be  de- 
termined by  a  committee  to  be  selected,  formed  and 
regulated  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law. 
A  majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to 
do  business;  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from 
day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized,  by  law,  to  compel 
the  attendance  of  absent  members- in  such  manner  and 
under  such  penalties  as  may  be  provided. 

Sect.  XIII.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of 
its  proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly  be- 
haviour; and  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel 
a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same  cause, 
and  shall  have  all  other  powers  necessary  for  a  branch 
of  the  legislature  of  a  free  state. 

Sect.  XIV.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its 
proceedings,  and  publish  them  weekly,  except  such 
parts  as  may  require  secrecy:    And  the  yeas  and  nays 
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of  the  members,  on  any  question,  shall,  at  the  desire 
of  any  two  of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

Sect.  XV.  The  doors  of  each  house  and  of  commit- 
tees of  the  whole,  shall  be  open,  unless  when  the  busi- 
ness shall  be  such  as  ought  to  be  kept  secret. 

Sect.  XVI.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the  consent 
of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to 
any  other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  houses  shall 
be  sitting. 

Sect.  XVII.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall 
receive  a  compensation  for  their  services  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  com- 
monwealth. They  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason, 
felony  and  breach  or  surety  of  the  peace  be  privileged 
from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at  the  session  of 
the  respective  houses,  and  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  same;  and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either 
house  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

Sect.  XVIII.  No  senator  or  representative  shall, 
during  the  time  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  be 
appointed  to  any  civil  office,  under  this  commonwealth, 
which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  of 
which  shall  have  been  encreased,  during  such  time;  and 
no  member  of  congress  or  other  person  holding  any 
office  (except  of  attorney  at  law  and  in  the  militia) 
under  the  United  States  or  this  commonwealth,  shall 
be  a  member  of  either  house  during  his  continuance  in 
congress  or  in  office. 

Sect.  XIX.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  house, 
the  speaker  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  va- 
cancies. 

Sect.  XX.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  or- 
iginate in  the  house  of  representatives;  but  the  senate 
may  propose  amendments,  as  in  other  bills. 

Sect.  XXL  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treas- 
ury, but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law. 

Sect.  XXII.  Every  bill,  which  shall  have  passed 
both  houses  shall  be  presented  to  the  governor.    If  he 
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approve  it,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the 
house  in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter 
the  objections  at  large  upon  their  journals,  and  proceed 
to  re-consider  it.  If,  after  such  re-consideration,  two- 
thirds  of  that  house  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall 
be  sentjWith  the  objections,  to  the  other  house,  by 
which  likewise  it  shall  be  re-considered,  and  if  approved 
by  two-thirds  of  that  house,  it  shall  be  a  law.  But  in 
such  cases,  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  determin 
ed  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  vot- 
ing for  or  against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals of  each  house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not 
be  returned  by  the  governor  within  ten  days  (Sundays 
excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  it 
shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it ;  un- 
less the  general  assembly,  by  their  adjournment,  pre- 
vent its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  be  a  law,  unless 
sent  back  wij:hin  three  days  after  their  next  meeting. 

Sect.  XXIII.  Every  order,  resolution  or  vote,  to 
which  the  concurrence  of  both  houses  may  be  necessary 
(except  on  a  question  of  adjournment)  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  governor,  and  before  it  shall  taffe  effect, 
be  approved  by  him;  or,  being  disapproved  shall  be  re- 
passed by  two-thirds  of  both  houses,  according  to  the 
rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  case  of  a  bill. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Section  I.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  this  com- 
monwealth shall  be  vested  in  a  governor. 

Sect.  II.  The  governor  shall  be  chosen  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  October,  by  the  citizens  of  the  common- 
wealth, at  the  places  where  they  shall  respectively  vote 
for  representatives.  The  returns  of  every  election  for 
governor  shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted  to  the  seat 
of  government,  directed  to  the  speaker  of  the  Senate, 
who  shall  open  and  publish  them  in  the  presence  of  the 
members  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature.     The  per- 
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son  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  gov- 
ernor. But  if  two  or  more  shall  be  equal  and  highest 
in  votes,  one  of  them  shall  be  chosen  governor  by  the 
joint  vote  of  the  members  of  both  houses.  Contested 
elections  shall  be  determined  b}^  a  committee  to  be  se- 
lected from  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  and  formed 
and  regulated  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by 
law. 

Sect.  III.  The  governor  shall  hold  his  office  during 
three  years  from  the  third  Tuesday  of  December  next 
ensuing  his  election,  and  shall  not  be  capable  of  hold- 
ing it  longer  than  nine  in  any  term  of  twelve  years. 

Sect.  IV.  He  shall  be,  at  least,  thirty  years  of  age; 
and  have  been  a  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  this  state 
seven  years  next  before  his  election;  unless  he  shall 
have  been  absent  on  the  public  business  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  this  state. 

Sect.  V.  No  member  of  congress,  or  p^son  holding 
any  office  under  the  United  States  or  this  state,  shall 
exercise  the  office  of  governor. 

Sect.  VI.  The  governor  shall,  at  stated  times,  re- 
ceive for  his  services  a  compensation,  which  shall  be 
neither  increased  nor  diminished  during  the  period 
for  w^hich  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

Sect.  VII.  He  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the 
army  and  navy  of  this  commonwealth,  and  of  the 
militia,  except  when  they  shall  be  called  into  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States. 

Sect.  VIII.  He  shall  appoint  all  officers,  whose  offi- 
ces are  established  by  this  constitution,  or  shall  be  es- 
tablished by  law,  and  whose  appointments  are  not  here- 
in otherwise  provided  for;  but  no  person  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  an  office  within  any  county,  who  shall  not 
have  been  a  citizen  and  inhabitant  therein  one  year 
next  before  his  appointment,  if  the  county  shall  have 
been  so  long  erected;  but  if  it  shall  not  have  been  so 
long  erected,  then  within  the  limits  of  the  county  or 
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counties,  out  of  which  it  shall  have  been  taken.  No 
member  of  congress  from  this  state  nor  any  person 
holding  or  exercising  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under 
the  United  States,  shall  at  the  same  time,  hold  or  ex- 
ercise the  office  of  judge,  secretary,  treasurer,  prothono- 
tary,  register  of  wills  and  recorder  of  deeds,  sheriff,  or 
any  office  in  this  state,  to  which  a  salary  is  by  law  an- 
nexed, or  any  other  office,  which  future  legislatures 
shall  declare  incompatible  with  offices  or  appointments 
under  the  United  States. 

Sect.  IX.  He  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  for- 
feitures, and  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  except  in 
cases  of  impeachment. 

Sect.  X.  He  may  require  information,  in  writing, 
from  the  officers  in  the  executive  department  upon 
any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices. 

Sect.  XI.  He  shall  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  gen- 
eral assembly  information  of  the  state  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such 
measures  as  he  shall  judge  expedient. 

Sect.  XII.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  con- 
vene the  general  assembly,  and  in  case  of  disagreement 
between  the  two  houses  with  respect  to  the  time  of  ad- 
journment, adjourn  them  to  such  time  as  he  shall  think 
proper,  not  exceeding  four  months. 

Sect.  XIII.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed. 

Sect.  XIV.  In  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  the 
governor,  or  of  his  removal  from  office,  the  speaker  of 
the  senate  shall  exercise  the  office  of  governor  shall  be 
duly  qualified.  And  if  the  trial  of  a  contested  election 
shall  continue  longer  than  until  the  third  Tuesday  in 
December  next  ensuing  the  election  of  a  governor,  the 
governor  of  the  last  year,  or  the  speaker  of  the  senate, 
who  may  be  in  the  exercise  of  the  executive  authority, 
shall  continue  therein,  until  the  determination  of  such 
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contested  election,  and  until  a  governor  shall  be  quali- 
fied as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  XV.  A  secretary  shall  be  appointed  and  com- 
missioned during  the  governor's  continuance  in  office, 
if  he  shall  so  long  behave  himself  well.  He  shall  keep 
a  fair  register  of  all  the  official  acts  and  proceedings 
of  the  governor,  and  shall,  when  required,  lay  the  same 
and  all  papers,  minutes  and  vouchers  relative  thereto, 
before  either  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  shall  per- 
form such  other  duties  as  shall  be  enjoined  him  by  law. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Section  I.  In  elections  by  the  citizens  every  freeman 
of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  having  resided  in  the 
state  two  years  next  before  the  elections,  and  within 
that  time  paid  a  state  or  county  tax,  which  shall  have 
been  assessed  at  least  six  months  before  the  election, 
shall  enjoy  the  rights  of  an  elector;  provided  that  the 
sons  of  persons  qualified  as  aforesaid,  between  the  age 
of  twenty-one  and  twenty-two  years,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  although  they  shall  not  have  paid  taxes. 

Sect.  II.  All  elections  shall  be  by  ballot,  except 
those  by  persons  in  their  respresentative  capacities, 
who  shall  vote  viva  voce. 

Sec.  III.  Electors  shall,  in  all  cases,  except  treason, 
felony  and  breach  of  surety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged 
from  arrest  during  their  attendance  on  elections,  and  In 
going  to  and  returning  from  them. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Section  I.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  have 
the  sole  power  of  impeaching. 

Beet.  II.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the 
senate:  When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  the  senators 
shall  be  upon  oath  or  affirmation.    No  person  shall  be 
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convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present. 

Sect.  III.  The  governor  and  all  other  civil  officers 
under  this  commonwealth  shall  be  liable  to  impeach- 
ment for  any  misdemeanor  in  office;  but  judgment,  in 
such  cases,  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal 
from  office  and  disqualification  to  hold  office  of  honor, 
trust  or  profit  under  this  commonwealth:  the  party 
whether  convicted  or  acquitted,  shall  nevertheless,  be 
liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment  and  punishment 
according  to  law. 

ARTICLE  y. 

Section  I.  The  judicial  ^ower  of  this  commonwealth 
shall  be  vested  in  a  supreme  court,  in  courts  of  oyer 
and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery,  in  a  court  of 
common  pleas,  orphans'  court,  register's  court  and  a 
court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for  each  county, 
in  justices  of  the  peace,  and  in  such  other  courts  as  the 
legislature  may,  from  time  to  time  establish. 

Sect.  II.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  and  of  the 
several  courts  of  common  pleas  shall  hold  their  offices 
during  good  behaAdour:  But,  for  any  reasonable  cause, 
which  shall  not  be  sufficient  ground  of  impeachment, 
the  governor  may  remove  any  of  them  on  the  address 
of  two-thirds  of  each 'branch  of  the  legislature.  The 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  and  the  presidents  of  the 
several  courts  of  common  pleas,  shall,  at  stated  times, 
receive  for  their  services,  an  adequate  compensation, 
to  be  fixed  by  law,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  dur- 
ing their  continuance  in  office;  but  they  shall  receive 
no  fees  or  perquisities  of  office,  nor  hold  any  other  office 
of  prot  under  this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  III.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court  shall 
extend  over  the  state,  and  the  judges  thereof  shall,  by 
virtue  of  their  offices,  be  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer 
and  general  gaol  delivery,  in  the  several  counties. 
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Sect.  IV.  Until  it  shall  be  otherwise  directed  by  law, 
the  several  courts  of  common  pleas  shall  be  established 
in  the  following  manner:  The  governor  shall  appoint, 
in  each  county,  not  fewer  than  three  nor  more  than  four 
judges,  who,  during  their  continuance  in  office,  shall 
reside  in  such  county:  The  state  shall  be,  by  law,  di- 
vided into  circuits,  none  of  which  shall  include  more 
than  six  nor  fewer  than  three  counties.  A  president 
shall  be  appointed  of  the  courts  in  each  circuit,  who, 
during  his  continuance  in  office,  shall  reside  therein. 
The  president  and  judges,  any  two  of  whom  shall  be  a 
quorum,  shall  compose  the  respective  courts  of  com- 
mon pleas. 

Sect.  V.  The  judges  of  th^  court  of  common  pleas 
in  each  county  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  jus- 
tices of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery  for 
the  trial  of  capital  and  other  offenders  therein;  any 
two  of  the  said  judges,  the  president  being  one,  shall 
be  a  quorum;  but  they  shall  not  hold  a  court  of  oyer 
and  terminer  or  jail  delivery  in  any  county  when  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be 
sitting  in  the  same  county.  The  party  accused,  as  well 
as  the  commonwealth,  may  under  such  regulations  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law,  remove  the  indictment  and 
proceedings  or  a  transcript  thereof,  into  the  supreme 
court. 

Sect.  VI.  The  supreme  court  and  the  several  courts 
of  common  pleas  shall,  beside  the  powers  heretofore 
usually  exercised  by  them,  have  the  powers  of  a  court 
of  chancery  so  far  as  relates  to  the  perpetuating  of  tes- 
timony, the  obtaining  of  evidence  from  places  not  with- 
in the  state,  and  the  care  of  the  persons  and  estates  of 
those  who  are  non  compotes  mentis.  And  the  legisla- 
ture shall  vest  in  the  said  courts  such  other  powers 
to  grant  relief  in  e(]nity  as  shall  be  found  necessary: 
anfl  may,  from  tiine  io  time,  enlarge  or  diminish  thof^e 
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powers;  or  vest  them  in  such  other  courts  as  they  shall 
judge  proper  for  the  jiue  administration  of  justice. 

Sect.  VII.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
of  each  county,  any  two  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum; 
shall  compose  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace 
and  orphans'  court  thereof:  And  the  register  of  wills, 
together  with  the  said  judges,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall 
compose  the  register's  court  of  each  county. 

Sect.  VIII. ,  The  judges  of  the  courts  of  common 
pleas  shall,  within  their  respective  counties,  have  the 
like  powers  with  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  to 
issue  writs  of  certiorari  to  the  justices  of  the  peace, 
and  to  cause  their  proceedings  to  be  brought  before 
them  and  the  like  right  and  justice  to  be  done. 

Sect.  IX.  The  president  of  the  court  in  each  circuit 
within  such  circuit,  and  the  judges  of  the  courts  of 
common  pleas  within  their  respective  counties,  shall 
be  justices  of  the  peace  so  far  as  relates  to  criminal 
matters. 

Sect.  X.  The  governor  shall  appoint  a  competent 
number  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  such  convenient  dis- 
tricts in  each  county,  as  are,  or  shall  be  directed  by  law. 
They  shall  be  commissioned  during  good  behaviour; 
but  may  be  removed  on  conviction  of  misbehaviour  in 
office,  or  of  any  infamous  crime,  or  on  the  address  of 
both  houses  of  the  legislature. 

Sect.  XI.  A  register's  office  for  the  probate  of  wills 
and  granting  letters  of  administration,  and  an  offi»'e 
for  the  recording  of  deeds  shall  be  kept  in  each  county. 

Sect.  XII.  The  style  of  all  process  shall  be  The  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania:   all  prosecutions  shall  be 
carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  com 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  conclude,  against  the 
peace  and  dignity  of  the  same. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

Section  I.  Sheriffs  and  coroners  shall,  at  the  times 
and  places  of  election  of  representatives,  be  chosen  by 
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the  citizens  of  each  county.  Two  persons  shall  be 
chosen  for  each  office,  one  of  whom,  for  each,  respec- 
tively, shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor.  They  shall 
hole!  their  offices  for  three  years  if  they  shall  so  long 
behave  themselves  well,  and  until  a  successor  be  duly 
qualified;  but  no  person  shall  be  twice  chosen  or  ap- 
pointed sheriff  in  any  term  of  six  years.  Vacancies 
in  either  of  the  said  offices,  shall  be  filled  by  a  new  ap- 
pointment to  be  made  by  the  governor,  to  continue 
until  the  next  general  election  and  until  a  successor 
shall  be  chosen  and  qualified  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  II.  The  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  shall 
W.  armed  and  disciplined  for  its  defence:  Those  who 
conscientiously  scruple  to  bear  arms,  shall  not  be  com- 
pelled to  do  so,  but  shall  pay  an  equivalent  for  personal 
service.  The  militia  officers  shall  be  appointed  in  such 
manner  and  for  such  time  as  shall  be  directed  by  law. 

Set  I.  HI.  Prothonotaries,  clerks  of  the  peace  and 
orphans'  courts,  recorders  of  deeds,  registers  of  wills 
and  sheriffs,  shall  keep  their  offices  in  the  county  town 
of  the  county  in  w^hich  they  respectively  shall  be  offi- 
cers; unless  when  the  governor  shall,  for  special 
reasons,  dispense  therewith  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
live  years  after  the  county  shall  have  been  erected. 

Sect.  IV.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  be  sealed  with  the  state  seal,  and  signed  by  the 
governor. 

Sect.  V.  The  state  treasurer  shall  be  appointed  an- 
nually, by  the  joint  vote  of  the  members  of  both  houses. 
All  other  officers  in  the  treasury  department,  attornies 
at  law,  election  officers,  officers  relating  to  taxes,  to  the 
poor  and  highways,  constables  and  other  township  offi- 
cers shall  be  appointed  in  such  manner  as  is  or  shall  be 
directed  by  law. 
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ARTCLE  VII. 

Section  I.  The  legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  conve- 
niently may  be,  provide  by  law  for  the  establishment 
of  schools  throughout  the  state,  in  such  manner  that 
the  poor  may  be  taught  gratis. 

Sect.  II.  The  arts  and  science  shall  be  promoted  in 
one  or  more  seminaries  of  learning. 

Sect.  III.  The  rights,  privileges,  immunities  and  es- 
tates of  religious  societies  and  corporate  bodies  shall 
remain  as  if  the  constitution  of  this  state  had  not  been 
altered  or  amended. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Members  of  the  general  assembly  and  all  officers, 
executive  and  judicial,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affir- 
mation to  support  the  constitution  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices  with  fidelity. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

That  the  general,  great  and  essential  principles  of 
liberty  and  free  government  may  be  recognised  and  un- 
alterably established,  WE  DECLARE, 

Section  I.  That  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and 
independent,  and  have  certain  inherent  and  indefeasible 
rights,  among  which  are  those  of  enjoying  and  defend- 
ing life  and  liberty,  of  acquiring,  possessing  and  pro- 
tecting property  and  reputation,  and  of  pursuing  their 
own  happiness. 

Sect.  11.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people, 
and  all  free  governments  ar^  founded  on  their  au- 
thority, and  instituted  for  their  peace,  safety  and  hap- 
piness: For  the  advancement  of  those  ends,  they  have, 
at  all  times,  an  unalienable  and  indefeasible  right  to 
alter,  reform,  or  abolish  their  government,  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  may  think  proper. 
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Sect.  III.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeas- 
ible right  to  worship  Almighty  God  according  to  the 
dictates  of  their  own  consciences;  that  no  man  can, 
of  right,  be  compelled  to  attend,  erect,  or  support  any 
place  of  worship,  or  to  maintain  any  ministry  against 
his  consent;  that  no  human  authority  can,  in  any  case 
whatever,  control  or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  con- 
science; and.  that  no  preference  shall  ever  be  given,  by 
law,  to  any  religious  establishments  or  modes  or  wor- 
ship. 

Sect.  IV.  That  no  person  who  acknowledges  the  be- 
ing of  a  God  and -a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punish- 
ments, shall,  on  account  of  his  religious  sentiments,  be 
disqualified  to  hold  any  office  or  place  of  trust  or  profit 
under  this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  V.  That  elections  shall  be  free  and  equal. 

Sect.  VI.  That  trial  by  jury  shall  be  as  heretofore, 
and  the  right  thereof  remain  inviolate. 

Sect.  VII.  That  the  printing  presses  shall  be  free  to 
every  person,  who  undertakes  to  examine  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  legislature  or  any  branch  of  government: 
and  no  law  shall  ever  be  made  to  restrain  the  right 
thereof.  The  free  communication  of  thoughts  and 
opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man;  and 
every  citizen  may  freely  speak,  write  and  print  on  any 
subject,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty. 
In  prosecutions  for  the  publication  of  papers,  inves- 
tigating the  official  conduct  of  officers,  or  men  in  a  pub- 
lic capacity,  or  where  the  matter  published  is  proper 
for  public  information,  the  truth  thereof  may  be  given 
in  evidence;  and,  in  all  indictments  for  libels,  the  jury 
shall  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law  and  the  facts, 
under  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in  other  cases. 

Sect.  VIII.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in  their 
persons,  houses,  papers  and  possessions  from  un- 
reasonable searches  and  seizures;  and  that  no  warrant 
to  search  any  place,  or  to  seize  any  person  or  things 
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shall  issue  without  describing  them  as  nearly  as  may 
be,  nor  without  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or 
affirmation. 

Sect.  IX.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  ac- 
cused hath  a  right  to  be  heard  by  himself  and  his  coun- 
cil, to  demand  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation 
against  him,  to  meet  the  witnesses  face  to  face,  to  have 
compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his 
favor,  and  in  prosecutions  by  indictment  or  informa- 
tion, a  speedy  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage: 
That  he  cannot  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  against 
himself^  nor  can  he  be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty  or 
property,  unless  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers  or  the 
law  of  the  land. 

Sect.  X.  That  no  person  shall,  for  any  indictable 
offence,  be  proceeded  against  criminally  by  informa- 
tion; except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces, 
or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war 
or  public  danger;  or  by  leave  of  the  court  for  oppres- 
sion and  misdemeanor  in  office.  No  person  shall  for 
the  same  offence  be  twice  put  in  a  jeopardy  of  life  and 
limb;  nor  shall  any  man's  property  be  taken,  or  applied 
to  public  use,  without  the  consent  of  his  representa- 
tives, and  without  just  compensation  being  made. 

Sect.  XI.  That  all  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every 
man  for  an  injury  done  hira  in  his  lands,  goods,  person 
or  reputation,  shall  have  remedy  by  the  due  course  of 
law,  and  right  and  justice  administered  without  sale, 
denial  or  delay.  Suits  may  be  brought  against  the 
commonwealth  in  such  manner,  in  such  courts  and  in 
such  cases  as  the  legislature  may,  by  law,  direct. 

Sect.  XII.  That  no  power  of  suspending  laws  shall 
be  exercised,  unless  by  the  legislature,  or  its  authority. 

Sect.  XIII.  That  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  re- 
quired, nor  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  punish- 
ments inflicted. 
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Sect.  XIV.  That  all  piisoueus  shall  be  bailable  by 
sufficient  sureties,  unless  for  capatal  offences,  when 
the  proof  is  evident  or  presumption  great:  and  the 
privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  sus- 
pended, unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion, 
the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

Sect.  XV.  That  no  commission  of  oyer  and  terminer 
or  jail  delivery  shall  be  issued. 

Sect.  XVI.  That  the  person  of  a  debtor,  where  there 
is  not  strong  presumption  of  fraud,  shall  not  be  con- 
tinued in  prison  after  delivering  up  his  estate,^  for  the 
benelit  of  his  creditors,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Sect.  XVII.  That  no  ex  post  facto  law,  nor  any  law 
impairing  contracts,  shall  be  made. 

Sect.  XVIII.  That  no  person  shall  be  attainted  of 
treason  or  felony  by  the  legislature. 

Sect.  XIX.  That  no  attainder  shall  work  corruption 
of  blood,  nor  except  during  the  life  of  the  ofender,  for- 
feiture of  estate  to  the  commonwealth;  that  the  estates 
of  such  persons  as  shall  destroy  their  own  lives  shall 
descend  or  vest  as  in  case  of  natural  death;  and  if  any 
person  shall  be  killed  by  casualty  there  shall  be  no  for- 
feiture by  reason  thereof. 

Sect.  XX.  That  the  citizens  have  a  right,  in  a  peace- 
able manner,  to  assemble  together  for  their  common 
good,  and  to  apply  to  those  invested  with  the  powers  of 
government,  for  redress  of  grievances  or  other  proper 
purposes,  by  petition,  address  or  remonstrance. 

Sect.  XXI.  That  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  bear  arms 
in  defence  of  themselves  and  the  state  shall  not  be 
questioned. 

Sect.  XXII.  That  no  standing  army  shall,  in  time  of 
peace,  be  kept  up  without  the  consent  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  the  military  shall,  in  all  cases,  and  at  all 
times,  be  in  strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power. 
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Sect.  XXIII.  That  no  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace, 
be  quartered  in  any  house  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  manner  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Sect.  XXIV.  That  the  legislature  shall  not  grant 
any  title  of  nobility  or  hereditary  distinction,  nor  create 
any  office  the  appointment  to  which  shall  be  for  a 
longer  term  than  during  good  behaviour. 

Sect.  XXV.  That  emigration  from  the  state  shall 
not  be  prohibited. 

Sect.  XXVI.  To  guard  against  transgressions  of  the 
high  powers  which  we  have  delegated,  WE  DECLARE, 
that  every  thing  in  this  article  is  excepted  out  of  the 
general  powers  of  government,  and  shall,  for  ever  re- 
main inviolate. 

SCHEDULE. 

That  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from  the  alterations 
and  amendments  in  the  constitution  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  in  order  to  carry  the  same  into  complete 
operation,  it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained. 

I.  That  all  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  in  force  at 
the  time  of  making  the  said  alterations  and  amend- 
ments in  the  said  constitution,  and  not  inconsistent 
therewith,  and  all  rights,  actions,  prosecutions,  claims 
and  contracts,  as  well  of  individuals  as  of  bodies  cor- 
porate, shall  continue  as  if  the  said  alterations  and 
amendments  had  not  been  made. 

II.  That  the  president  and  supreme  executive  coun- 
cil shall  continue  to  exercise  the  executive  authority 
of  this  commonwealth  as  heretofore,  until  the  third 
Tuesday  of  December  next;  but  no  intermediate  va- 
cancies in  the  council  shall  be  supplied  by  new  elec 
tions. 

III.  That  all  officers  in  the  appointment  of  the  ex- 
ecutive department,  shall  continue  in  the  exercise  of 
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the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  until  the  first  day 
of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
one,  unless  their  commissions  shall  sooner  expire  by 
their  own  limitations,  or  the  said  offices  become  vacant 
by  death  or  resignation,  and  no  longer,  unless  re-ap- 
pointed and  commissioned  by  the  governor.  Except 
that  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  the  terms  in  their  commissions  respectively 
expressed. 

IV.  That  justice  shall  be  administered  in  the  sev- 
eral counties  of  the  state,  until  the  period  aforesaid,  by 
the  same  justices,  in  the  same  courts,  and  in  the  same 
manner"  as  heretofore. 

V.  That  no  person  now  in  commission  as  sheriff  shall 
be  eligible  at  the  next  election  for  a  longer  term  than 
will,  with  the  time,  which  he  shall  have  served  in  the 
said  office,  complete  the  term  of  three  years. 

VI.  That  until  the  first  enumeration  shall  be  made 
as  directed  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  constitution  established  by  this  convention,  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several  counties  shall  be 
respectively  entitled  to  elect  the  same  number  of  rep- 
resentatives as  is  now  prescribed  by  law. 

VII.  That  the  first  senate  shall  consist  of  eighteen 
members,  to  be  chosen  in  districts  formed  as  follows, 
viz:  The  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  counties  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Delaware  shall  be  a  district,  and  elect  three 
senators;  the  county  of  Chester  shall  be  a  district,  and 
shall  elect  one  senator;  the  county  of  Bucks  shall  be  a 
district,  and  shall  elect  one  senator;  the  county  of 
Montgomery  shall  be  a  district  and  shall  elect  one 
senator;  the  county  of  Northampton  shall  be  a  district, 
and  shall  elect  one  senator;  the  counties  of  Lancaster 
and  York  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  three 
senators;  the  counties  of  Berks  and  Dauphin  shall  be 
a  district,  and  shall  elect  two  senators;  the  counties  of 
Cumberland  and  Mifflin  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall 
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elect  one  senator;  the  counties  of  Northumberland, 
Luzerne  and  Huntingdon  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall 
elect  one  senator;  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Frank- 
lin shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  one  senator;  the 
counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Allegheny  shall  be  a 
district,  and  shall  elect  one  senator;  and  the  counties 
of  Washington  and  Fayette  shall  be  a  district  and  shall 
elect  two  senators:  which  senators  shall  serve  until 
the  first  enumeration  before  mentioned  shall  be  made, 
and  the  representation  in  both  houses  of  the  legislature 
shall  be  established  by  law,  and  chosen  as  in  the  con- 
stitution is  directed.  Any  vacancies  which  shall  hap- 
pen in  the  senate  within  the  said  time,  shall  be  supplied 
as  prescribed  in  the  nineteenth  section  of  the  first  ar- 
ticle. 

VIII.  That  the  elections  of  senators  shall  be  con- 
ducted, and  the  returns  thereof  made  to  the  senate,  in 
the  same  manner  as  is  prescribed  by  the  election  laws 
of  the  state  for  conducting  and  making  return  of  the 
election  of  representatives.  In  those  district  which 
consist  of  more  than  one  county,  the  judges  of  the  dis- 
trict elections  within  each  county,  after  having  formed 
a  return  of  the  whole  election  within  that  county,  in 
such  manner  as  is  directed  by  law,  shall  send  the  same, 
by  one  or  more  of  their  number,  to  the  place  hereinafter 
mentioned,  within  the  district  of  which  such  county  is 
a  part;  where  the  judges,  so  met,  shall  compare  and 
cast  up  the  several  county  returns,  and  execute,  under 
their  hands  and  seals,  one  general  and  true  return  for 
the  whole  district,  that  is  to  say,  The  judges  of  the  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  coun- 
ties of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware,  shall  meet  in  the 
state  house  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  the  judges  of 
the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Lancaster  and 
York,  shall  meet  at  the  court  house  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster;  the  judges  of  the  district  composed  of  the 
coijnties  of  Berks  and  Dauphin,  shall  meet  at  Middle- 
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town,  in  the  county  of  Berks;  the  judges  of  the  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Mifflin, 
shall  meet  in  Greenwood  township,  county  of  Cumber- 
land, at  the  house  now  occupied  by  David  Miller;  the 
judges  of  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  North- 
umberland, Luzerne  and  Huntingdon,  shall  meet  in  the 
town  of  Sunbury;  the  judges  of  the  district  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Franklin,  shall  meet  at 
the  house  now  occupied  by  John  Dickey,  in  Air  town- 
ship, Bedford  county;  the  judges  of  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Allegheny, 
shall  meet  in  Westmoreland  county,  at  the  court  house 
in  the  town  of  Greensborough;  and  the  judges  of  the 
district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Washington  and 
Fayette,  shall  meet  at  the  court  house  in  the  town  of 
Washington,  in  W^ashington  county,  on  the  third  Tues- 
day in  October  respectively,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
IX.  That  the  election  of  the  governor  shall  be  con- 
ducted in  the  several  counties  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  laws  of  the  state  for  the  election  of  representa- 
tives, and  the  returns  in  each  county  shall  be  sealed  by 
the  judges  of  the  elections,  and  transmitted  to  the 
president  of  the  supreme  executive  council,  directed 
to  the  speaker  of  the  senate,  as  soon  after  the  election 
as  may  be. 

DONE  in  convention,  the  second  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  fifteenth.  IN  TESTIMONY 
whereof  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names. 
THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  President. 

James  Wilson,  William  Robinson,  jr., 

Hilary  Baker,  Robert  Hare, 

William  Lewis,  Enoch  Edwards, 

Thomas  M'Kean,  Samuel  Ogden, 

George  Gra;7,  Thomas  Jenks, 
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John  Barclay, 
Abraham  Stout; 
William  Gibbons, 
Thomas  Bull, 
James  Boyd, 
Edward  Hand, 
Robert  Coleman,' 
Sebastian  Graff, 
John  Hubley, 
John  Breckbill, 
Henry  Miller, 
Henry  Slegle, 
William  Reed, 
Benjamin  Tyson, 
Benjamin  Pedan, 
Matthew  Dill, 
William  Irvine, 
James  Power, 
Joseph  Hiester, 
Christian  Lower, 
Abraham  Lincoln, 
Paul  Groscop, 
Baltzer  Gehr, 
Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
John  Arndt, 
Peter  Rhoads, 


Joseph  Powell, 
John  Piper, 
Charles  Smith, 
Simon  Snyder, 
William  Findlay, 
William  Todd, 
Alexander  Addison, 
John  Hoge, 
David  Redick, 
James  Ross, 
John  Smilie, 
Albert  Gallatin, 
James  M'Lene, 
George  Matthews, 
James  Morris, 
Lindsay  Coates, 
Jonathan  Shoemaker, 
John  Gloninger, 
William  Brown, 
Alexander  Graydon, 
Timothy  Pickering, 
Andrew  Henderson, 
John  Gibson, 
Thomas  Beale, 
John  Sellers, 
^"^athaniel  Newlin. 


Attest — Joseph  Redman,  Secretary. 

Jacob  Sh^Hus,  Assistant  Secretary. 
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Chapter  VIII. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth, 

1 790-1 799. 


Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly — 1790. 

THERE  CANNOT  BE  A  SUBJECT  OF  FAIRER 
congratulation,  than  that  which  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  Constitution  presents,  at  this  time, 
to  every  patriotic  Citizen  of  Pennsylvania.  The  wis- 
dom, the  candor,  and  the  liberality  of  the  late  Conven- 
tion have  not  only  produced  a  system  that  promises 
political  energy  and  happiness  to  the  State,  but  have 
been  the  means  of  diffusing  the  blessings  of  confidence 
and  concord  among  the  people.  A  just  sense  of  the 
common  interest  has  happily  prevailed,  and  for  the  ad- 
vancement and  security  of  that  interest  we  are  now 
convened  to  organize  and  administer  a  government 
which  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  warmest  approbation, 
and  is  supported  by  the  best  wishes  of  our  Constitu- 
ents. 

The  task  assigned  to  us  is  not,  however,  less  difficult 
than  it  is  important:  For  whether  we  analize  the 
nature  and  extent  of  our  relative  connexion  with  the 
Union,  or  contemplate  the  encreased  population  of  the 
commonwealth,  the  extensive  cultivation  of  her  soil, 
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the  flourishing  state  of  her  commerce,  and  the  enter- 
prising spirit  of  her  inhabitants,  we  shall  be  equally  im- 
pressed with  the  magnitude  and  variety  of  the  objects 
that  demand  the  care  and  consideration  of  the  govern- 
ment. But  reflecting  on  the  other  hand,  that  to  cherish 
tlie  springs  of  national  felicity  and  opulence,  by  en- 
couraging industry,  disseminating  knowledge,  and  rais- 
ing our  social  compact  upon  the  permanent  foundations 
of  liberty  and  virtue,  must  be  pleasing  to  that  Being 
by  whom  the  order  and  harmony  of  the  universe  were 
established,  we  shall  find  a  great  and  constant  consola- 
tion amidst  all  the  difficulties  of  prosecuting  our  public 
duties,  and  are  justified  in  a  grateful  hope,  that  our  zeal 
and  our  labors  for  the  prosperity  of  our  country  will  not 
be  vain  and  ineffectual. 

1  am  sensible.  Gentlemen,  that  the  reputation  and 
success  of  government,  depend,  in  a  great  degree,  upon 
the  conduct  of  its  officers,  and  the  good  understanding 
that  subsists  among  them:  Permit  me,  therefore,  to 
take  this  first  opportunity  to  bespeak  a  mutual  con- 
fidence between  the  Legislative  and  Executive  Depart- 
ments. 

As  public  servants,  our  duties,  our  interests  and  our 
objects,  are  the  same,  and  so  perfectly  do  I  rely  on  your 
wisdom  and  integrity,  that  in  every  act  which  can  pro- 
mote the  common  weal,  which  is  necessary  to  accomp- 
lish the  patriotic  views  of  the  Legislature,  you  may  bo 
assured,  on  my  part,  of  the  most  cheerful  assistance 
and  co-operation;  while,  on  your  part,  I  am  persuaded 
that  I  shall  experience  a  cordial  support  in  the  consti- 
tutional exercise  of  my  official  powers,  since,  next  to 
the  ambition  of  promoting  the  happiness  of  our  fellow 
citizens  and  of  advancing  the  honor  and  reputation  of 
the  commonwealth,  I  shall  cherish  the  desire  of  con- 
ciliating and  deserving  your  esteem. 

As  soon.  Gentlemen,  as  the  necessary  arrangements 
shall  be  made,  I  will  lay  before  you  such  business  as 
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will,  in  my  opinion^  require  your  attention  in  the  present 
session.  . 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
December  21,  1790. 


To  the  Assembly  on  the  State  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Gentlemen: 

IN  CONSIDEKING  THE  PRESENT  OIRCUM- 
stances  of  the  commonwealth,  her  finances  will 
necessarily  claim  an  early  attention;  and  the  rep- 
resentations that  have  foimerly  been  made  to  the  Leg- 
islature by  the  Comptroller-general  and  Register-gen- 
eral, will  yield  abundant  encouragement,  from  the  com- 
parative state  of  the  public  wants  and  resources,  to 
undertake  the  establishment  of  a  more  perfect  system, 
for  the  punctual  collection,  and  faithful  application  of 
the  revenues.  The  embarrassments  of  the  treasury, 
indeed,  have  principally  arisen  from  a  defect  in  this  re- 
spect; for  the  slow  and  precarious  collection  of  the 
taxes,  has  occasionally  obliged  the  treasurers  to  divert 
the  several  funds  of  the  state,  from  the  objects  for 
which  they  were  peculiarly  designed;  and,  eventually, 
the  delinquincy,  or  insolvency,  of  the  collectors,  has 
too  often  absorbed  the  means  of  replacing  the  sums 
thus  disturbed,  in  season  to  comply  with  the  original 
appropriations. 

The  Comptroller-general  and  Register-general  have 
laid  before  you  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  situation 
of  the  treasury;  and,  when  you  have  examined  the 
various  funds  created  by  the  different  acts  of  Assembly, 
their  objects,  and  their  deficiencies  (either  on  account 
of  an  inadequate  product,  or  of  an  estrangement  from 
their  proper  use)  I  submit  to  your  judgment  the  ex- 
pediency of  taking  measures  to  render  them  ultimately 
roinpofpnt  to  the  views  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  pre- 
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vent  the  necessity,  as  well  as  the  power  of  any  future 
alienations :  For,  I  am  persuaded,  that  you  will  think 
with  me,  that  a  strict  and  certain  collection  of  the  un- 
avoidable impositions  of  government,  not  only  equal- 
izes, but  tends  to  diminish  the  public  burthens;  and 
that  a  regular  and  certain  adherence  to  legislative  en- 
gagements, as  it  affords  the  best  evidence  of  public 
faith,  will  be  the  surest  means  of  establishing  public 
credit. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction.  Gentlemen,  that  I  lead 
your  attention  to  the  prospect  of  a  total  extinguish- 
ment of  the  Public  debt;  which  will  furnish  a  strong 
inducement  to  your  exertions  upon  this  subject.  Be- 
sides the  current  expences  of  the  government,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  faith  of  Pennsylvania  is  pledged  for  the 
redemption  of  her  bills  of  credit  emitted  in  June,  1780, 
in  April,  1781,  and  in  March,  1785,  for  the  redemption 
of  the  State  Island  money,  and  the  Resolve  and  Com- 
monwealth money,  for  the  redemption  of  the  funded, 
or  miMtia  certificates;  the  depreciation  certificates;  the 
certificates  issued  for  interest,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of 
March,  1783,  the  certificates  given  for  horses  and  provi- 
sions during  the  war,  and  the  ballance  of  interest  due 
on  new  loan  certificates.  These  engagements,  together 
with  the  remaining  installments  of  the  legislative  grant 
to  the  late  Proprietaries,  and  the  amount  of  the  pen- 
sion list,  form  the  aggregate  of  the  public  debt.  The 
particular  funds  on  which  the  redemption  of  the  emis- 
sions of  paper  money  has  been  charged  are,  I  am  as- 
sured, more  than  adequate  for  that  purpose;  and  the 
certificates  given  for  horses  and  provisions  during  the 
war,  will  become  irredeemable  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary next,  in  consequence  of  the  limitation  prescribed 
by  law;  when,  likewise  all  the  obsolete  and  unliqui- 
dated claims  against  the  state,  will  be  for  ever  barred 
If,  therefore,  a  due  regard  is  paid  to  the  arrangements, 
which  have  been  made  for  exonerating  the  common- 
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wealth  of  her  debts,  it  is  highly  probable,  that,  at  the 
close  of  the  ensuing  year,  the  funded,  or  militia,  certifi- 
cates, the  depreciation  certificates,  the  pension  list, 
and  the  Proprietary  grant,  will  constitute  the  only  in- 
cumbrance on  the  public  revenue;  and  even  a  great  part 
of  this,  from  the  absorption  of  the  land-office,  the  nature 
of  the  debt,  or  the  necessary  progress  of  periodical  pay- 
ments, must  eventually  become  extinct. 

Having  thus  viewed  the  state  of  the  public  debt,  per- 
mit me,  Gentlemen,  cursorily  to  trace  the  sources,  by 
which  you  will  perceive,  that,  if  they  are  not  retarded, 
or  intercepted  in  their  course,  the  treasury  ought  to  be 
amply  supplied  for  the  discharge  of  every  demand. — 
Independent  of  the  ordinary  taxes  on  the  various  kinds 
of  licenses,  on  sales  at  auction,  and  on  legal  process, 
the  very  arrearages  of  taxes  hav^e  grown  into  a  fund, 
from  which  (though  constantly  decreasing)  a  consider- 
able aid  must,  for  some  time  longer,  be  occasionally  de- 
rived. The  excise,  though  it  has  not  hitherto  been  as 
productive  as  might  justly  have  been  expected,  or  as  it 
may  be  rendered,  is,  likewise,  a  resource  of  importance, 
but  liable  to  be  assumed  by  Congress.  And  the  land- 
office,  rich  in  the  arrearages  due  for  unpatented  lands, 
is  an  instrument  actively  employed  in  the  reduction  of 
the  public  debt,  and  promises,  in  that  respect,  to  gratify 
our  most  sanguine  expectations:  On  the  first  day  of 
January  the  tax,  called  the  funding  tax,  will  of  course 
revive;  and,  although,  in  your  wisdom,  you  may  deem 
it  expedient  to  permit  its  operation  for  another  year, 
yet,  when  the  diminution  of  public  obligation,  which  I 
have  anticipated,  shall  take  place,  and  the  claims  of 
Pennsylvania  against  the  Union,  shall  become 
an  actual  source  of  revenue,  you  will,  I  am  con- 
fident, feel  a  sincere  pleasure  in  the  opportunity  of 
totally  discontinuing  that  charge  upon  the  industry 
and  property  of  our  fellow-citizens. 
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It  is  then  an  honorable  consideration,  that  the  an- 
nual interest  of  those  continental  claims,  which  yield 
the  most  decisive  testimony  of  the  alacrity  and  perse- 
verance of  this  state,  in  prosecuting  the  great  objects  of 
the  revolution, may,  upon  a  reasonable  estimate,  be  ren- 
dered sufficient,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  to  dis- 
charge all  the  remaining  obligations,  and  to  defray  all 
the  incidental  expences  of  government.  In  order,  there- 
fore. Gentlemen,  to  prevent  any  injurious  delay  in  a 
business  of  such  importance,  allow  me  particularly  to 
recommend  to  your  attention,  the  act  of  Congress,  pro- 
viding for  the  debts  of  the  United  States.  It  is  proper 
that  the  sense  of  the  Legislature  should  be  speedily  ex- 
pressed respecting  the  loan,  which  that  act  proposes  to 
the  creditors  of  the  Union;  and,  I  am  persuaded,  that, 
while  you  examine  the  terms  with  all  the  necessary  re- 
gard to  the  interests  of  Pennsylvania,  you  will  not  be 
uninfluenced  in  your  deliberations,  by  that  attachment 
to  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  the  General  Government, 
which  has  hitherto  distinguished  the  political  char- 
acter of  the  commonwealth. 

Under  the  impressions  that  I  have  communicated,  I 
cannot  forbear  enforcing,  Gentlemen,  the  salutary 
policy  of  destroying  the  balances  of  the  various  emis- 
sions of  paper  money,  as  fast  as  they  are  deposited  in 
the  public  treasury.  It  is  not  merely  the  reputation 
of  compleating  legislative  systems,  or  the  advantage 
of  gradually  diminishing  the  public  debt,  which  this 
measure  tends  to  ensure,  but  it  becomes  peculiarly  in- 
teresting, as  it  must,  likewise,  be  the  means  of  checking 
the  spirit  of  speculation;  which  always  produces  a  per- 
nicious fluctuation  of  property,  and  too  generally  taints 
the  principles  of  benevolence,  patriotism,  and  morality. 
A  considerable  part  of  the  emission,  which  is  commonly 
termed  Dollar  Money,  has  been  retained  for  some  time, 
in  the  hands  of  the  continental  Loan-officer,  and  there 
may,  perhaps,  arise  a  reasonable  doubt,  whether  it  is 
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the  property  of  the  state,  or  of  the  Union:  but,  at  all 
events,  I  refer  to  your  consideration  the  propriety  of 
entering  into  a  negociation  with  Congress,  for  the  re- 
delivery, or  redemption,  of  this  money,  that,  with  the 
other  similar  engagements  of  the  commonwealth,  it 
may  at  once  be  removed  from  the  possibility  of  being 
introduced  into  public  circulation. 

The  regulation  of  coins,  and  the  establishment  of 
standards  for  w^eights  and  measures,  being  of  high  im- 
portance to  the  revenues,  as  well  as  to  the  commerce 
of  the  state,  it  will  give  you  satisfaction  to  find,  that 
Congress,  in  conformity  to  their  constitutional  powers, 
have  taken  those  subjects  into  serious  consideration: 
but,  unless  a  general  plan  shall  soon  be  promulged 
by  that  honorable  Body,  you  will  perhaps  find  it  ex- 
pedient to  revise  the  acts  for  regulating  weights  and 
measures,  so  as  to  obviate  some  doubts  which  have  oc- 
curred, with  respect  to  the  right  of  the  Mayor  or  Cor- 
poration of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  appoint  the 
keeper  of  a  standard,  in  exclusion  of  the  ofiicer  appoint- 
ed for  the  county;  and,  also,  to  designate,  with  more 
certainty,  the  general  standards  of  the  state:  And,  for 
your  information,  I  shall  lay  before  you  the  opinion  of 
the  Attorney-General  upon  this  subject. 

The  confused  state  of  our  municipal  law  has  long 
been  a  matter  of  complaint;  its  inconveniences  have 
been  felt  in  every  department  of  government;  while  the 
citizens  at  large,  from  this  cause,  have  found  it  difficult 
to  obtain  that  degree  of  information,  respecting  the 
acts  of  the  Legislature,  which  is  necessary  to  guide 
their  conduct,  and  to  enable  them  to  judge  of  the  con- 
duct of  their  Representatives.  Although  the  subject 
has  been  repeatedly  suggested  for  the  consideration  of 
the  General  Assembly,  the  present  period  seems  pecu- 
liarly propitious,  for  undertaking  the  revision  and 
reformation  of  our  code;  since  the  organization  of  the 
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Federal  Goverument,  and  the  establishment  of  the 
State  Constitution,  must  ensure  certainty  and  perma- 
nency in  such  regulations,  as  you  may  now  think  it  is 
proper  to  adopt.  In  order,  therefore,  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  a  comprehensive  and  satisfactory  system,  allow 
me  to  recommend  the  early  appointment  of  a  person  of 
competent  talents,  and  legal  information,  to  prepare 
a  general  digest  of  the  laws  for  jour  examination;  who, 
besides  incorporating  the  supplemental  with  the  or- 
iginal acts,  and  bringing  laws  upon  the  same  subject 
into  one  point  of  view;  besides  expunging  such  acts  as 
are  become  obsolete,  and  omitting  the  detail  of  such 
as  are  merely  of  a  private  nature;  shall  be  instrf»€ted 
to  report  the  various  statutes  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, which,  without  the  legislative  sanction  of  Penn- 
sylvania, have  obtained  a  binding  force  in  her  juris- 
prudence, in  consequence  of  the  usage  of  her  citizens, 
or  the  judgments  of  her  courts. 

Before  ihis  great  object  can  be  accomplished,  how- 
ever, the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed,  by  the 
operation  of  the  Federal  System,  and  the  new  form  of 
our  domestic  Constitution,  will  require  some  very  ma- 
terial amendments  and  alterations  in  our  laws.  The 
impost  laws,  the  laws  respecting  a  Court  of  Admiralty, 
the  establishment  of  a  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port 
of  Philadelphia,  and  for  the  regulation  of  the  militia, 
with  many  other  acts  of  Assembly,  which  will  naturally 
occur  in  the  course  of  your  deliberations,  are  either  en- 
tirely annihilated,  or  partially  affected,  by  the  jurisdic- 
tion and  laws  of  the  United  States.  Your  desire  to 
cherish  a  mutual  beneficial  harmony,  between  the 
Union  and  its  constituent  members,  will,  therefore,  in- 
duce you,  Gentlemen,  to  pursue  the  most  effectual  meas- 
ures for  removing  every  ground  on  which  their  inter- 
ests, or  their  plans,  might  possibly  appear  to  clash: 
And,  particularly,  while  I  congratulate  you  on  the 
choice  which  the  Federal  Government  has  made  for  its 
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temporary  residence,  I  am  convinced,  that  you  feel  a 
sincere  disposition  to  concur  with  me,  in  rendering  this 
event  satisfactory  to  that  honorable  Body,  and  ad- 
vantageous to  the  commonwealth. — Under  the  influ- 
ence of  similar  sentiments,  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia  have  prepared  accommodations  for  the 
President  o^the  United  States  and  Congress;  and  the 
late  Executive  Council  have  assigned  a  part  of  the 
buildings  of  the  State  House  for  the  use  of  their  offi- 
cers. You  will  decide.  Gentlemen,  how  far  it  is,  like- 
wise, necessary  upon  this  occasion,  to  extend  the  ex- 
ception in  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  for  the  gradual 
abolition  of  slavery,  so  as  to  prevent  any  controversy 
with  respect  to  domestic  slaves,  brought  hither  by  pub- 
lic characters,  citizens  of  other  states,  who,  though 
neither  Members  of  Congress,  nor  Foreign  Ministers, 
or  Consuls,  are  obliged  personally  to  attend  at  the  seat 
of  the  national  government. 

As  to  the  laws  which  require  an  immediate  revision, 
on  account  of  the  new  structure  of  our  state  govern- 
ment, you  will  find,  that  they  principally  relate  to  the 
exercise  of  the  excessive  authority,  under  its  former 
modification.  The  seal  of  the  state  was  placed  by  the 
late  constitution  in  the  custody  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil. In  the  business  of  the  land-office,  all  patents  are 
directed  to  be  signed  by  the  President,  or  Vice  Presi- 
dent, in  Council,  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of 
Council;  the  form  of  the  patent  runs  in  the  name  of 
"The  Supreme  Executive  Council,"  and  all  warrants 
of  acceptance,  survey,  re-survey,  and  partition,  are  to  be 
signed  by  the  President,  or  Vice  President. — The  sales 
of  the  different  descriptions  of  public  lands,  and  the 
titles  of  the  respective  purchasers,  are  to  be  made  and 
granted  by  the  authority  of  the  President  and  Council; 
who  are,  likewise,  enjoined  to  order  and  superintend 
the  survey  of  the  lands  appropriated  by  the  Legislature, 
for  the  endowment  of  public  schools.     The  constitution 
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of  the  Board  of  Property  (which,  I  find  has  already  been 
an  object  of  your  consideration)  renders  the  attendance 
of  the  President,  or  Vice  President,  and  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Council,  essentially  necessary  to  its  pro- 
ceedings; nor,  upon  the  entry  of  a  caveat,  can  any  cita- 
tion be  issued,  or  day  of  hearing  be  appointed,  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  land-office,  without  the  previous  ap- 
probation of  the  President,  or  Vice  President — in  the 
departments  of  the  Comptroller-general,  the  Register- 
general,  and  the  Treasurer,  the  final  settlement  of  ac- 
counts rests  upon  the  examination  and  approbation  of 
the  Executive  Council;  or,  in  case  a  controversy  should 
arise  upon  the  statements  of  those  officers,  the  allow- 
ance of  an  appeal,  or  the  institution  of  a  suit,  and  all 
the  subsequent  transactions,  are  implicitly  referred  to 
the  discretion  of  the  same  body.  The  Treasurer,  is 
also,  prohibited  from  paying  anj  monies,  but  upon  war- 
rants drawn  by  the  Executive  Council;  without  their 
direction,  the  Comptroller-general  is  precluded  from 
calling  the  Commissioners  and  Treasurers  of  the  coun- 
ties to  account;  the  preference  of  two  of  their  members 
is  made  indispensible  in  the  business  of  exchanging 
the  new  loan  certificates,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  Assembly;  and  the  installments  due  to  the 
late  Proprietaries,  (with  many  other  public  engage- 
ments) are  to  be  paid  by  their  order — under  the  act  for 
regulating  bankruptcy,  the  President  is  required  to 
take  the  petitioning  creditors  bond,  and  to  issue  the 
commission;  he  may  enlarge  the  time  of  the  bankrupt's 
surrender;  and,  after  having  administered  an  oath  or 
affirmation  to  the  bankrupt,  that  the  certificate  of  the 
Commissioners  was  fairly  obtained,  he  is  to  testify  its 
allowance  under  the  seal  of  the  state — The  President 
is  further  authorized  to  grant  marriage,  tavern  and 
other  licenses;  he  is  appointed  one  of  the  licencets  of 
the  theatre;  and,  ex-officio,  he  is  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  University,  and  patron  of  the  philosophical  Society 
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^n  short,  to  the  President  and  Executive  Council,  so 
great  a  variety  of  appeals,  and  reports,  were  directed  to 
be  made;  by  them,  so  great  a  variety  of  Commissioners 
and  other  officers,  were  to  be  appointed  for  specific  ser- 
vices; before  them  so  great  a  variety  of  official  qualifi- 
cations and  sureties  were  to  be  taken;  and  on  them  the 
superintendance  of  so  great  a  variety  of  public  objects 
devolved;  that  a  particular  recapitulation  would  at  this 
time  be  impracticable,  and,  by  enacting  a  general  and 
comprehensive  law  upon  the  subject,  it  may,  I  think,  be 
rendered  unnecessary  till  the  completion  of  that  sys- 
tem, which  I  have  already  recommended  to  your  atten- 
tion. 

With  this  view,  therefore,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that 
all  the  alterations  immediately  requisite  to  accommo- 
date the  acts  of  Assembly  to  the  recent  change  io  the 
Executive  department,  besides  providing  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  slate  seal,  its  custody,  and  the  power 
of  affixing  it  to  official  certificates,  and  other  public 
instruments,  may  probably  be  classed  under  the  follow- 
ing general  descriptions:  First,  Cases  in  which  an 
oath  or  affirmation  was  to  be  administered,  or  in  which 
bonds,  or  recognizances,  were  directed  to  be  given  to,  or 
taken  before,  the  President  and  Executive  Council,  or 
the  President  or  Vice  President;  or,  in  which  such 
bonds  and  recognizances  were  to  be  approved  by  them, 
or  any  of  them:  Secondly,  Cases  in  which  the  Presi- 
dent and  Executive  Council,  were  to  appoint  Commis- 
sioners or  other  officers,  for  specific  purposes,  to  sup- 
ply vacancies,  and  to  furnish  instructions:  Thirdly, 
Cases  in  which  th,e  President  and  Executive  Council, 
or  the  President,  or  Vice  President,  were  to  make  sale 
of  the  public  lands,  to  grant  patents,  to  sign  warrants 
of  acceptance,  of  survey,  re-survey,  and  partition,  to 
execute  deeds,  to  issue  commissions,  to  allow  certifi- 
cates, to  grant  licences,  and  to  receive  the  returns  or 
reports  of  Commissioners:    Fourthly,  Cases  in  which 


150  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

the  President  and  Executive  Council  were  to  receive 
statements,  or  reports,  from  the  Comptroller-general, 
Register-general,  or  Treasurer,  and  thereupon,  as  occa- 
sion might  require,  to  confirm  the  same,  or  to  allow  ap- 
peals, and  to  direct  suits:  Fifthly,  Cases  in  which  the 
.  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council,  or  any  part 
of  that  Body,  were  necessary  to  the  transactions  of  the 
Board  of  Property — to  execute  the  regulations  respect- 
ing the  exchange  of  new  loan  certificates,  or  to  carry 
into  effect  any  other  legislative  provisions;  and,  Sixth- 
ly, Cases  in  which  the  President  was,  by  virtue  of  his 
office,  a  patron,  or  member,  of  any  corporate  institution. 
You  will  undoubtedly.  Gentlemen,  provide  with  all 
proper  dispatch  for  the  exercise  of  these  various 
powers;  and,  as  many  of  them  are  not  necessary  con- 
comitants of  the  Executive  authority,  though  now 
rendered  effectual  to  the  regular  administration  of  the 
public  affairs,  I  am  confident  that  you  will  make  such 
a  disposition  of  them,  as  shall  be  best  calculated  to  ac- 
complish the  beneficial  purposes,  for  which  they  were 
respectively  created. 

I  cannot  leave  this  subject.  Gentlemen,  without  ad- 
ding a  wish,  that  your  attention  may  be  directed  in  the 
course  of  your  proceedings  to  a  general  review  of  the 
constitution  and  management  of  the  public  offices;  par- 
ticularly of  those,  in  which  the  accounts  of  the  state  are 
adjusted,  and  by  which  its  revenues  are  collected,  or  re- 
ceived. To  facilitate  that  investigation,  I  shall  trans- 
rait  to  you  the  copies  of  letters,  which  were  addressed 
by  the  different  officers,  to  the  late  Executive  Council, 
in  compliance  with  a  requisition  of  the  Board:  From 
these  you  will  derive  some  useful  hints  for  improve- 
ments; and  I  rely  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature 
for  devising  such  other  arrangements,  as  will  effectual- 
ly establish  order  and  accuracy,  energy  and  economy, 
in  every  subordinate  department. 

I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  inform  you  from  the  rep- 
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tesentations  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
of  the  Attornej-general,  that  the  lenity  of  our  penal 
law  has  not  occasioned  an^^  increase  of  crimes;  but  that 
on  the  contrary,  since  the  adoption  of  the  new  regula- 
tions, respecting  the  confinement  and  labour  of  con- 
victs, the  number  of  oifences  has  been  comparatively 
few.  Some  amendments,  however,  are  still  wanting  to 
render  the  administration  of  justice  more  easy,  certain 
expeditious;  and,  for  the  present,  allow  me  to  suggest 
the  utility  of  legislative  provisions  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pence  of  commitment  and  removal  from  one  county  to 
another;  for  bringing  fugitive  felons  from,  or  sending 
them  to,  other  states;  for  securing  to  officers  of  justice, 
to  witnesses,  and  jurors,  the  payment  of  their  respec- 
tive fees  and  compensations;  for  making  it  a  part  of  the 
punishment  on  a  conviction  for  robbery,  or  burglary, 
that  the  offender  should  restore  the  goods  stolen,  or 
their  value;  and  for  vesting  a  discretionary  power  in 
the  respective  courts  to  punish  by  whipping,  or  other 
corporal  punishment,  such  slaves  as  are  convicted  of 
robbery,  or  burglary,  or  of  manslaughter,  instead  of 
confinement,  and  surety  for  good  behaviour  in.  the  one 
case,  and  confinement  to  hard  labour  in  the  other:  The 
propriety  of  which  alteration,  arises  from  considering, 
that  the  punishment  now  falls  in  a  great  degree  upon 
the  innocent  master;  who,  indeed,  is  fully  compensated 
by  law,  if  the  delinquent  slave  should  be  executed,  but 
receives  no  equivalent,  if  he  should  be  confined  during 
life.  In  addition  to  these,  it  will  be  expedient  to  make 
a  provision  for  the  punishment  of  offences  committed 
during  the  continuance  of  the  act,  for  the  amendment 
of  the  penal  law,  passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  September, 
1786;  and  this  may  easily  be  effected,  by  reviving  that 
act  (which  was  incautiously  repealed)  so  far  as  relates 
to  such  offences.  You  will,  likewise,  find  it  necessary 
to  supply  the  defect,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  al- 
teration of  the  terms  in  the  Supreme  Court,  renders  it 
impossible  to  place  a  writ  of  Capias,  against  a  person 
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indicted  in  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  in  the  Sheriffs 
hands  three  months  before  the  return  day,  agreeably 
to  the  requisitions  of  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  in 
the  year  1718,  in  order  to  outlaw,  a  capital  offender.  In 
what  other  respects  the  mode  of  outlawry  might  be  im- 
proved, and  how^  far  it  might  be  advantageously  ex- 
tended to  cases  which  are  no  longer  capital,  I  submit  to 
your  judgment  and  determination. 

The  very  laudable  attention  which  government  has 
hitherto  paid  to  the  survey  of  roads  and  rivers,  is  a  con- 
clusive proof  of  the  importance  of  the  object,  while  it 
furnishes  an  example  highly  deserving  your  imitation. 
Every  day,  indeed,  produces  an  additional  incentive  to 
persevere  in  improvements  of  this  kind.  The  strength 
of  an  increased  population;  the  wealth  of  an  extended 
cultivation,  and  the  commercial  policy  of  ensuring  the 
transportation  of  our  produce  from  the  interior  coun- 
ties to  the  capital,  are  all  dependent  upon  the  ease  and 
facility  of  the  communications  that  are  established 
throughout  the  state;  and,  when  we  consider  Pennsyl- 
vania, not  only  as  the  route  that  actually  connects  Ihe 
extreme  members  of  the  Union,  but  as  a  natural  avenue 
from  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  vast  regions  of 
the  Western  Territory,  imagination  can  hardly  paint 
the  magnitude  of  the  scene  which  demands  our  in- 
dustry, nor  hope  exaggerate  the  richness  of  the  reward 
which  solicits  our  enjoyment. 

I  shall  lay  before  you  the  reports  of  the  commission- 
ers, who,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Assembly,  were 
respectively  appointed  to  explore  the  Western  Waters, 
and  to  view  the  Susquehanna,  the  Delaware  and  other 
Eastern  parts  of  the  state.  In  these  reports  a  very  ac- 
curate and  circumstantial  detail  is  contained;  and,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  that  an  immediate  execution  of  the  plans 
that  are  suggested,  may  not  be  deemed  inexpedient. 

The  subsisting  laws,  for  repairing  and  improving  the 
public  highways,  appear  in  many  cases,  to  be  inade- 
quate to  those  important  objects,  and  will,  likewise, 
require  your  attention.  As  it  generally  happens  that  the 


Thomas  ]^4ifflin. 


153 


part  of  the  road,  which  is  most  difficult  to  be  kept  in 
good  order,  lies  in  mountainous,  thinly  inhabited,  and 
unproductive  districts,  I  am  well  informed,  that  some 
of  the  courts  have  been  induced  to  adopt  a  very  im- 
proper expedient  for  alleviating  this  inconveniency,  by 
leaving  such  districts  without  the  bounds  of  every  town- 
ship; and,  thus,  they  have  no  supervisors  of  the  high- 
ways, nor,  indeed,  any  other  township  officers,  to  super- 
intend, or  direct,  this  salutary  branch  of  the  public 
police. 

While,  Gentlemen,  we  are  thus  attentive  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  natural  advantages  of  our  county,  I 
enjoy  the  most  pleasing  confidence,  that  an  equal  re- 
gard will  be  paid  to  the  interests  of  science.  By  the 
well  directed  bounty  of  former  Legislatures,  uniting 
with  the  meritorious  diligence  of  private  citizens,  sem- 
inaries of  learning  have  been  dispersed  throughout  the 
state;  and  we  have  already  the  satisfaction  to  behold 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  College  of 
Philadelphia,  rivalling,  with  a  laudable  ambition,  the 
scholastic  fame  of  the  most  ancient  institutions.  To 
multiply,  regulate,  and  strengthen,  the  sources  of  edu- 
cation, is,  indeed,  the  duty,  and  must  be  the  delight,  of 
every  wife  and  virtuous  government;  for,  the  experience 
of  America  has  evinced,  that  knowledge,  while  it  makes 
us  sensible  of  our  rights  as  men,  enforces  our  obliga- 
tions as  members  of  society.  Under  your  auspices, 
therefore.  Gentlemen,  our  fellow  citizens  may  reason- 
ably hope,  that  every  measure  will  be  adopted,  which 
is  necessary  to  establish  science  on  a  pure  and  lasting 
foundation. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresenta- 

tives : 

As  the  importance  of  precedents,  and  first  impres- 
sions, will  naturally  excite  3'our  care  and  circumspec- 
tion, in  the  arduous  task  of  organizing  our  Constitu- 
tion, it  would  be  superfluous  to  trouble  you  upon  this 
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subject,  any  further  than  to  bring  to  your  view  some 
laws  which  seem  to  be  particularly  necessary.  Permit 
me,  therefore,  to  call  your  attention  to  an  act  for  regu- 
lating wages  and  compensations;  an  act  for  appointing 
subordinate  officers  in  the  treasury  department,  col- 
lectors, &c.,  an  act  for  establishing  the  state  judiciary, 
agreeably  to  the  constitutional  out-line;  an  act  for  fix- 
ing districts  for  justices  of  the  peace;  an  act  for  regu- 
lating contested  elections;  an  act  for  taking  the  enum- 
eration prescribed  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  first  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitution;  and  an  act  for  establishing 
schools,  and  promoting  the  arts  and  sciences,  in  one  or 
more  seminaries  of  learning. 

Besides  these  laws,  which  are  immediately  suggested 
by  the  Constitution,  an  act  providing  for  the  election 
of  Delegates  to  serve  in  Congress,  will  claim  an  early 
consideration:  Some  regulations  should  be  made  for 
disposing  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  state  in  the 
Islands  of  Delaware,  the  present  occupants  being,  as  I 
am  informed,  desirous  of  taking  out  patents  and  com- 
pleating  their  titles,  but  must  be  prevented  till  the 
terms  of  sale  are  prescribed.  The  survey  of  the  Lake 
Erie  tract  of  land  is  returned  to  Congress,  and  steps 
should,  likewise,  be  taken  to  complete  that  purchase: 
A  law  ascertaining  the  fees  of  the  officers  of  Govern- 
ment is  much  wanted;  most  of  the  fees  now  charged 
by  Sheriffs,  and  others,  depending  upon  usage,  and 
varying  considerably  in  the  different  counties:  The 
act  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  March,  1785,  as  far  as  respects 
the  manner  of  supplying  the  vacancies  that  may  arise 
by  the  death,  removal,  or  disability,  of  a  Commissioner 
of  a  county,  requires  amendment;  some  provisions 
should  at  the  same  time  be  made,  for  calling  the  Com- 
missioners generally  to  account,  it  being  alledged  that 
no  tribunal  now  exists,  with  sufficient  power  for  that 
purpose:  And  the  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals, 
being  desolved  by  the  tacit  operation  of  the  new  Coi^sti- 


Thomas  Mifflin. 


155 


tution,  whether  that  should  be  revived,  or  a  similar 
jurisdiction  introduced,  you  will  no  doubt  determine, 
when  you  are  deliberating  upon  a  general  judiciary 
system.  To  the  objects  thus  presented  to  your  con- 
sideration, I  am  induced,  by  reflecting  upon  the  great 
portion  of  the  time  of  the  Legislature,  which  has  hith- 
erto been  engrossed  by  private  bills  for  incorporating 
religious  and  charitable  societies,  to  suggest,  that,  per- 
haps, the  expence  and  inconveniency,  resulting  from 
this  cause,  might  be  avoided  by  a  law  declaring,  that 
any  number  of  citizens- uniting  for  religious,  literary,  or 
charitable  purposes,  forming  a  constitution  for  them- 
selves, consonant  to  the  general  laws  of  the  state,  and 
approved  by  certain  executive  and  judicial  officers, 
should,  upon  recording  the  articles  of  their  constitu- 
tion, become  to  all  the  legitimate  purposes  of  their  as- 
sociation a  corporate  body:  A  provision  of  this  nature 
has  existed  in  a  sister  state  for  many  years,  without  in- 
jury or  complaint. 

Though  I  have  already  partially  adverted  to  the 
subject,  it  may  be  convenient,  Gentlemen,  in  one  col- 
lected point  of  view,  to  represent  to  you,  that  the  sus- 
pension of  the  funding  tax,  and  the  time  limited  for  ex- 
changing and  redeeming  the  Resolve  and  Common- 
wealth money,  the  paper  emission  of  the  twentieth 
day  of  March,  1777,  and  the  various  certificates  issued 
for  horses  and  provisions,  will  expire  on  the  first  day  of 
January  next.  The  same  period  is  limited  for  exhibit- 
ing claims  against  the  state  for  supplies  furnished,  or 
services  rendered,  during  the, war;  and,  perhaps,  under 
these  general  descriptions,  any  outstanding  claims  of 
the  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  for  the  gratuitous 
allowance  of  cloathing,  directed  by  the  eighth  section 
of  an  act  passed  on  the  first  day  of  'March,  1780,  will, 
likewise,  be  barred.  You  cannot,  indeed,  consider  it 
of  too  great  importance  to  ascertain  all  the  possible  de- 
mands  against  the  state:    And,  as  this  must  be  im- 
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practicable,  if  it  depends  entirely  on  the  pleasure  of  in- 
dividuals, when  they  shall  exhibit  their  accounts,  I  pre- 
sume, that,  after  the  reasonable  and  repeated  notices 
which  have  been  given,  you  will  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
extend  your  indulgence  upon  this  subject.  How  far 
the  policy  of  the  preceding  observation  applies  to  the 
limitation  which  will  take  effect  on  the  tenth  day  of 
April,  1791,  for  paying,  or  securing  to  the  state  the  pay- 
meut,  for  lands  held,  or  claimed,  by  any  citizen  of  the 
commonwealth,  by  location,  or  any  other  oflSce  right, 
obtained  before  the  tenth  day  of  December,  1776,  and 
\(tt  remaining  unpatented,  I  submit  to  your  judgment. 
And  you  will,  also  determine,  whether  the  same  reasons 
which  induced  the  Legislature  to  reduce  the  tax  upon 
writs,  issuing  from  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Phila- 
delphia county  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  March,  1791, 
do  not  still  exist  in  their  full  force.  These  I  believe, 
however,  are  the  only  objects  which,  on  account  of  their 
respective  limitations  by  law,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
suggest  to  your  consideration  during  your  present  ses- 
sions. 

With  respect  to  any  public  papers,  which  were  in  the 
possession  of  the  late  Executive  Council,  or  any  trans- 
actions of  that  Board,  that  are  necessary  for  your 
farther  information,  such  steps  shall  be  pursued,  as 
will  enable  me  shortly  to  transmit  a  full  and  satisfact- 
ory communication.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  thought 
it  proper  to  select  (in  addition  to  the  documents  I  have 
before  mentioned)  the  correspondence  and  talk,  that 
have  taken  place  between  the  Council  and  several 
Chiefs  of  the  Seneca  Nation;  and  you  will  be  pleased 
to  take  into  your  consideration,  the  expediency  of  com- 
plying with  the  request  which  those  Indians  have  pre- 
sented for  a  small  loan,  and  of  making  a  provision  for 
defraying  the  expences  of  their  journey,  and  of  their 
entertainment  during  their  residence  in  this  city. 

Considering  it,  likewise,  to  be  a  matter  of  peculiar 
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importance,  1  shall  transmit  the  resolutions  of  Coun- 
cil, respecting  the  appointment  of  an  Agent  to  support 
the  claims  of  the  commonwealth,  before  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  established  to  adjust  the  claims  of  the 
several  states  against  the  United  States;  and,  I  hope, 
that,  concurring  in  the  opinions  which  were  expressed 
by  the  Board^^you  will  take  the  necessary  steps  for  car- 
rying them  into  effect. 

A  communication  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  respecting  the  expediency  of  admitting  the 
citizens  to  attend  the  debates  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  will  at  the  same  time  be  laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

1  am  persuaded  that  all  the  objects  of  revenue  which 
fall  within  your  jurisdiction,  will  receive  a  due  atten- 
tion; and  that  such  supplies  will  be  provided  for  the 
debts,  and  for  the  support  of  government,  as  will  evince 
a  firm  disposition  to  maintain  the  faith  and  reputation 
of  the  State. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives: 

Having  stated  these  different  matters  of  information, 
and  recommended  to  your  consideration  the  various 
measures  w^hich,  at  this  time,  I  have  judged  expedient, 
permit  me  to  horpe,  that  you  will  regard  this  communi- 
cation, not  merely  as  an  act  of  duty,  enjoined  by  the 
Constitution;  but  also  as  an  indisputable  evidence  of 
the  sincerity  of  the  professions,  w-ith  which  at  our  first 
meeting  I  addressed  you. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  December  28th,  1790. 


158  Papers  of  the  Govertloi:^. 

To   the  Assembly   transmitting   Letters   from    Cer- 
tain Indian  Chiefs. 

Gentlemen : 

1   TRANSMIT,  WITH  THIS  LETTER,    COPIES   OF 
two  applications   from  the    Chief  of  the    Seneca 
nation:    The  one  from  Big  Tree,  requesting  a  pat- 
ent for  an  island  in  the  river  Allegany,  near  Conewangs 
river,  which  he  has  occupied  for  several  years;  and  the 
other  from  Cornplanter,  referring  to  a  presumed  mis- 
take in  running  the  line  of  the  purchase  made  at  Fort 
Stanwix,  and  desiring  an  equivalent  may  be  paid  for 
the  greater  quantity  of  land  which  has  been  surveyed 
in  consequence  of  that    mistake.     The    originals    of 
these,  and  of  the  various  papers  that  I  shall  have  occa- 
sion to  Jay  before  you,  will  be  deposited  with  the  othfiT 
records  of  the  Executive  Department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  January  3d,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  statement  of  orders 
drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer. 

Gentlemen: 

AS  YOU  WILL  UNDOUBTEDLY  FIND  IT  NECES- 
sary  to  make  an  appropriation  for  satisfying  the 
immediate  pecuniary  wants  of  the  Government,  I 
have  prepared,  and  transmit,  for  your  information,  a 
statement,  exhibiting  the  amount  of  orders,  drawn  upon 
the  State  "Treasurer,   by  the  late  Executive  Council 
from  the  first  of  October  to  the  twentieth  of  December 
1790.     The  sums  remaining  unpaid  upon  those  orders 
the  accounts  settled  by  the  Comptroller  and  Register 
general,  and  approved  by  the  late  Executive  Council 
but  for  which  no  orders  have  been  drawn,  and  the  ac 
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counts  settled  bj  the  Comptroller-general  and  Register- 
general,  but  not  acted  upon  by  Council. 

In  this  statement,  however,  several  debts  with  which 
the  government  is  chargeable,  for  the  expences  of  the 
Indian  Chiefs,  and  for  the  repairs  of  the  State-house, 
are  not  included,  as  the  accounts,  for  want  of  the  proper 
vouchers,  have  not  yet  been  adjusted. 
1  am.  Gentlemen, 
With  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant,- 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  January  7, 1791. 


To  the  Speaker  transmitting  certain  Indian  treaties 
and  letters. 
Sir: 

UPON  THE  RECEIPT  OF  YOUR  LETTER,  RE- 
specdng  the  documents  and  papers  on  which  the 
claims  of  the  Indians,  now  in  this  city,  are  found- 
ed, I  directed  Mr.  James  Trimble,  in  whose  custody  the 
records  of  the  late  Executive  Council  have  hitherto  re- 
mained, to  deliver  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Senate,  for  the  in- 
formation of  that  House,  First,  The  treaty  with  the  In- 
dians, held  by  the  State  Commissioners  at  Fort  Stan- 
wix,  in  October,  1784:  And  Second,  The  treaty  of  Mcln- 
toch,  in  January,  1785. 

In  addition  to  those  treaties,  I  transmit  copies  of  the 
letter  on  which  the  visit  of  the  Seneca  Chiefs  was 
founded,  and  of  the  invitation  from  the  late  Executive 
Council  to  Corn-Planter,  Half-Town,  and  the  New-Ar- 
row; which  contain  all  the  information  that  it  is  in  my 
power  to  furnish  in  compliance  with  your  request. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  January  18th,  1791. 
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To  the  Assembly  appointing  Alexander  James  Dal- 
las, Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen, 

IT  IS  PROPEK  TO  INFORM  YOU,  THAT  I  HAVE 
this  day  appointed  and  commissioned  Alexander 
James  Dallas,  to  be  the  Secretary  of  the  common- 
wealth, agreeably  to  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  second 
article  of  the  Constitution, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  January  19th,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  expenses  incurred 
in  maintaining  the  Indians  now  in  the  City. 

Gentlemen, 

THE  GREAT  CHARGE  OF  MAINTAINING  THE 
Indians  who  are  now  in  this  city,  and  a  desire  to 
expedite  their  departure,  have  induced  me  to 
state,  as  accurately  as  I  can,  the  amount  of  their  ex- 
penses already  incurred  for  their  journey  and  enter- 
tainment, and  the  probable  expenses  of  their  return 
to  the  nation.  This  statement  I  have  directed  the 
Secretary  to  lay  before  you,  and,  although  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  Legislature  to  make  provision  for  the 
whole  sum,  you  will  be  pleased  to  observe,  that,  agree- 
ably to  an  explanation  upon  the  subject  with  the  Sec- 
retary at  war,  a  moiety  of  the  actual  disbursements  for 
the  travelling  expenses  and  maintenance  of  the  Seneca 
Chiefs,  and  necessary  clothing,  will  be  credited  to  the 
state  in  account  with  the  United  States. 

It  is  with  considerable  regret  that  I  have  beheld  the 
accumulation  of  the  expenses  of  this  Indian  visit;  but 
the  policy  of  conciliating  the  good  will  of  the  Chiefs, 
the  expediency  particularly  of  preventing  any  resent- 
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ment,  on  account  of  the  recent  murders  on  Pine-creek, 
the  sudden  dissolution  of  the  late  Legislative  Body  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  other  circumstances  have 
rendered  it  unavoidable.  I  trust,  however,  that  their 
treatment  upon  the  present  occasion  will  make  a  last- 
ing impression,  and  that  the  bounty  of  the  state  will 
ultimately  be  repaid  by  the  peace  and  security  of  its 
frontiers, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  January  21st,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  recommending  the  granting  of 
orders  of  survey  for  certain  tracts  of  land  as  re- 
quested by  the  Seneca  Chief  Cornplanter. 

Gentlemen : 

I  HAVE  DIRECTED  THE  SECRETARY  TO  LAY 
before  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Corn-Planter 
in  which  that  Chief  requests,  that  orders  of  survey 
may  be  issued  for  three  tracts  of  land,  which  were 
granted  to  him  by  a  resolution  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  twenty-fourth  of  March,  1789,  but  differ- 
ing in  point  of  situation.  From  the  information,  how- 
ever, contained  in  a  letter  from  the  officers  of  the  Land- 
office,  a  copy  of  which  will  likewise  be  transmitted  to 
you,  I  find  that  the  proposed  tracts  are  unappropriated; 
and  as  the  resolution  referred  to,  describes  lands  with- 
in the  tract  of  country  lately  purchased  from  the  United 
States,  which  country  has  not  yet  been  the  subject  of 
any  legislative  provision,  in  respect  to  grants,  and  con- 
firmation by  pai^ents,  permit  me  to  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  complying  with  Corn-Planter's  request,  and  of 
authorizing  the  officers  in  the  Land-office,  to  grant  the 
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warrants,  direct  the  surveys,  and  issue  the  patents, 
which  may  be  necessary  on  the  occasion. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  January  22d,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  certain  projected  internal 
improvements. 

Gentlemen: 

AGKEEABLY  TO  THE  AUTHORITY  GIVEN  TO 
the  late  Supreme  Executive  Council,  by  an  Act 
of  Assembly,  passed  on  the  second  of  April,  1790, 
that  board  publicly  advertised,  that  they  were  ready 
to  receive  proposals  from  any  persons,  who  would  con- 
tract to  put  the  banks  of  Mud  Island  into  good  repair, 
and  several  offers  were  accordingly  made;  but  all  found- 
ed upon  an  estimate  of  the  expenses,  which  consider- 
ably exceeded  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  Legislature. 
It  is  proper,  therefore,  to  bring  this  object  again  to 
view,  in  order  that  you  may  determine  upon  the  ex- 
pediency of  prosecuting  it  further;  and  as  our  experi- 
ence has  shown,  that  partial  and  temporary  repairs  are 
eventually  the  most  expensive,  permit  me,  if  you  should 
at  all  adopt  the  measure,  to  recommend  a  provision 
commensurate  to  a  perfect  and  permanent  establish- 
ment of  the  banks,  for  which,  as  it  was  formerly  stated 
in  a  message  from  the  late  Executive  Council,  and  as  it 
will  appear  by  the  various  proposals,  which  are  to  be 
laid  before  you,  a  sum  of  £1,200  will,  at  least  be  re- 
quired. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  sixth 
of  April,  1790,  the  late  President  and  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council  were  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot  of 
ground,  and  to  erect  upon  it  a  magazine  for  the  storage 
of  powder;  the  Assembly  engaging,  by  the  same  resolu- 
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tioiij  that  at  the  next  session,  provision  should  be  made 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  purchase  and  build- 
ing. This  trust  being  executed,  the  Secretary  will  lay 
before  you  an  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  late  Ex- 
ecutive Council,  and  a  copy  of  the  general  account  of 
the  charge  for  building;  from  which  it  will  appear,  that 
the  price  of  the  lot  amounts  to  £6Q4:  14  1  in  paper 
money,  and  that  the  other  expenses  amount  to 
£1,706  3  7  in  specie,  for  which  sums  the  public  faith 
being  pledged,  it  will  be  proper  to  make  an  early  provi- 
sion. 

I  have  already,  with  pleasure,  transmitted  to  you 
copies  of  the  reports  of  the  commissioners,  who  were 
aijpointed,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  thirty-first  of  March,  1790,  to  explore 
the  western  waters,  and  to  view  the  Susquehanna,  the 
Delaware,  and  other  eastern  parts  of  the  state;  and  I 
have  now  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  you, 
copies  of  the  accounts  of  the  expenses  which  have  ac- 
crued in  executing  those  respective  commissions, 
amounting  to  £1,411  0  8. 

The  sums  appropriated  by  the  above  Legislative  reso- 
lution for  this  purpose,  was  £600,  part  of  which  to  the 
amount  of  £567  3,  has  been  paid  by  warrants  drawn  by 
the  late  Executive  Council;  but  after  deducting  the  re- 
mainder of  the  appropriated  sum  (£32  16  4)  there  will 
still  be  a  balance  of  £811  5  8  due  to  the  commissioners 
for  which  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  cheerfully  provide 
the  means  of  payment. 

The  sum  of  £150,  which  was  appropriated  by  the  Act 
of  Assembly  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  March,  1789,  for 
compleating  the  road  between  the  river  Susquehanna 
and  the  falls  of  Nescopack  and  the  river  Lehigh,  at,  or 
near,  the  Union  Saw-mill,  has  been  inadequate  to  that 
object,  as  will  appear  from  a  copy  of  the  account  rend- 
ered by  Evan  Owen  the  commissioner  appointed^  to 
carry  it  into  effect;  and,  therefore,  a  Legislative  provi- 
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sion  will  be  necessary  for  paying  the  balance  of  the 
charge  which  amounts  to  £26  10  9. 

In  addition  to  these  accounts,  I  shall  direct  the  Sec- 
retary to  lay  before  you,  as  soon  as  the  vouchers  can 
be  collected,  an  account  of  the  expenses  incurred  for 
repairing  the  State  House,  which  I  believe  will  exceed 
the  sum  allotted  for  that  purpose,  by  the  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  March, 
1789. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  January  27,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  approving  an  act  granting  a  patent 
to  Big  Tree,  a  Seneca  Chief. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  THIS  DAY  APPROVED  AND  SIGNED  AN 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled  ''An  Act 
to  empower  the  Governor  to  grant  a  patent  to  Big- 
Tree,  a  Seneca  Chief,  for  a  certain  island  in  the  Alle- 
gany river,"  and  have  returned  the  same  to  the  House 
ut;  Representatives,  in  which  it  originated. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
1  Philadelphia,  January  29th,  1791. 


10  I  he  Assembly  approving  an  act  granting  funds  to 
Certain  Seneca  Chiefs. 

Gentlemen: 

111  A  VE  THIS  DAY  APPROVED  AND  SIGNED  AN 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled  ''An  Act 
for  granting  eight  hundred  dollars  to  Corn-Planter, 
Half -Town  and  Big-Tree,  Seneca  Chiefs,  in  trust  for  the 
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Seneca  Nation,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned/' and  I  have  returned  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  which  it  originated. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  February  1st,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  recommending  a  suitable  remunera- 
tion to  Mr.  Robert  King  for  his  services  in  bearing 
dispatches  to  the  Indians  at  Pine  Creek. 

Gentlemen : 

WHEN  THE  LATE  SUPREME  EXECUTIVE 
Council,  received  the  accounts  of  the  murders 
committed  at  Pine  Creek,  they  were  exceedingly 
apprehensive,  that  a  spirit  of  retaliation  would  take 
place,  which  besides  producing  the  general  consequ- 
ences of  savage  hostility,  might  prove  fatal  to  the  com- 
missioners, who  were  at  that  time  employed  in  explor- 
ing the  various  waters  of  the  state.  They  thought  it 
necessary,  therefore,  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  ex- 
pedition, in  communicating  to  the  Indians,  a  declara- 
tion of  the  resentment  of  the  government  against  the 
supposed  perpetrators  of  the  murders,  and  an  account 
of  the  measures  which  were  pursued  to  bring  the  of- 
fenders to  justice.  For  this  purpose  the  Executive 
Council  instructed  Col.  Wilson,  to  engage  a  trusty  and 
intelligent  man  to  bear  their  dispatches  to  the  Indians, 
and  it  appears  that  Mr.  Robert  King,  notwithstanding 
the  obvious  hazard,  undertook  the  charge  with  cheer 
fulness,  and  performed  it  with  such  alacrity,  propriety 
and  success,  that  he  may  be  considered  as  a  principal 
in  preventing  a  war,  for  which  the  young  men,  irritated 
by  the  injury  offered  to  their  nation,  were  preparing. 

The  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  the  account  of  th*^ 
actual  expenses  of  Mr.  King's  journey  upon  this  occa- 
sion, with  copies  of  the  certificates  of  Col.  Wilson  and 
CqI.  Pickering,  respecting  his  fidelity  in  executing  the 
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trust  reposed  in  him.  For  the  expenses  and  any  pe- 
cuniary compensation,  which  the  Legislature  shall 
think  proper  to  allow,  some  provision  will  of  course  be 
made.  But  I  think  it  likewise  just  to  observe,  that  in 
consequence  of  Mr.  King's  attempt  to  prevent  the 
murders  (chance  having  brought  him  to  the  spot  at  the 
time  they  were  committed)  and  in  consequence  of  the 
early  intelligence  which  he  communicated  to  a  mag- 
istrate upon  the  subject,  and  of  the  active  part,  which 
he  has  since  taken  to  detect  the  offenders,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  indiscriminate  revenge  of  the  Indians,  his  life 
has  been  menaced,  and  through  the  dread  of  assassina- 
tion, after  the  loss  of  a  crop  and  the  dispersion  of  his 
family,  he  is  actually  obliged  to  quit  the  place  of  his 
residence,  which  was  on  Pine-creek,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  supposed  murderers  and  their  connections. 
This  therefore,  may  not  be  an  improper  occasion  to  dis- 
play the  bounty  of  the  Legislature,  by  complying  with 
a  request  that  Mr.  King  has  desired  me  to  lay  before 
you,  for  granting  to  him  a  tract  of  land,  specified  in  a 
paper  which  the  Secretary  will  also  deliver,  the  tract 
appearing  from  the  certificate  of  the  land  officers  to 
be  unappropriated. 

However  great  the  expense  has  been  of  conciliating 
the  Indians  at  this  period,  yet,  considered  as  in  some 
degree  an  expiation  of  the  murders  committed  on  their 
two  brethren,  and  as  the  probable  price  of  peace,  there 
will  I  think,  be  little  occasion  to  regret  it.  I  am  happy 
to  add  that  upon  a  settlement  with  Corn-Planter,  Half- 
Town  and  Big-Tree,  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  Genera^. 
Assembly,  passed  on  the  first  of  February  instant, 
those  chiefs  expressed  the  utmost  satisfaction  with  the 
liberality  of  the  government,  and  are  preparing  for  their 
departure. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  February  5th,  1791. 
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To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  matter  of  laying  out 
a  State  highway  between  the  Frankstown  branch 
of  the  Juniata  and  the  Conemaugh  river. 

Gentlemen: 

BY  AN  ACT  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY, 
passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  March,  1787, 
the  late  Supreme  Executive  Council,  were  author- 
ized to  appoint  commissioners  to  lay  out  a  state  high- 
way, between  the  waters  of  Frankstown  branch  of  the 
Juniata  and  the  river  Conemaugh,  from  or  near  the 
points  on  the  said  river,  where  they  begin  to  be  navig- 
able; and,  upon  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  to 
order  a  review,  or  to  establish  the  highway  so  laid  out, 
as  Council  should  deem  proper.  I  have  directed  the 
Secretary  to  deliver  to  you,  copies  of  the  contract  en- 
tered into  with  Mr.  Robert  Galbraith,  for  opening  a 
road,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  abovementioned 
Act;  and  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  records  of  the  late 
General  Assembly,  for  the  information  respecting  the 
execution  of  that  contract,  which  was  given  in  writing 
to  the  Executive  Council,  by  a  member  of  the  board, 
and  transmitted  to  the  Legislature  with  a  message  on 
the  thirty-first  of  August  last.  The  sum  of  £500  was 
appropriated  for  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  upon 
this  occasion;  but,  it  appears  from  a  statement  made 
by  the  Comptroller-general,  of  the  amount  of  the  sums 
paid  to  the  commissioners  for  their  services  in  explor- 
ing the  ground,  and  from  a  statement  rendered  by  Mr. 
Galbraith,  of  the  amount  of  his  charge  for  laying  out 
the  road,  that  a  further  provision  will  be  necessary  on 
the  part  of  the  Legislature,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
£202  2  3. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  February  9th,  1791. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  a  memorial  from  certain 
ofificers  in  the  late  Pennsylvania  line  regarding  the 
distribution  of  lands  on  the  border. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  A  MEMORIAL  FROM  CER- 
tain  officers  in  the  late  Pennsylvania  line,  in  which 
it  is  represented,  that  the  Deputy  Surveyor  of  the 
tenth  district  of  the  donation  lands,  has  made  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  surveys  amounting  to  thirty-two  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifty  acres  over  the  real  boundary 
of  Pennsylvania,  into  the  territory  of  New  York,  and 
that  these  surveys  being  numbered  and  put  into  the 
wheels  of  the  lottery,  which  was  established  for  dis- 
tributing those  lands,  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  me- 
moralists.  To  this  representation  they  have  added  a 
request  that  they  may  now  be  allowed  to  locate  their 
respective  numbers  on  such  lands  in  the  donation  dis- 
trict as  they  may  be  able  to  find  unappropriated.  I 
have  therefore  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  you 
a  copy  of  the  memorial,  that  you  may  determine  what 
measures  are  proper  to  be  adopted  upon  this  occasion 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  March  3d,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  recommending  an  act  regarding 
suits  Against  the  Commonwealth  and  presenting 
a  memorial  from  Rev.  David  Jones. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  DAVID  JONES,  HAVING 
been  unsuccessful, in  repeated  applications  to  the 
late  Supreme  Executive  Council,  with  respect  to 
his  right  to  a  commutation  of  five  years  full  pay,  under 
a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  on  the 
twenty-second  of  December,  1784,  has  requested  me  to 
pursue  some  measures  for  finally  deciding  his  claini. 
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1  think  this  therefore  a  proper  occasion  to  recommend 
to  3'our  consideration,  that  part  of  the  eleventh  section 
of  the  ninth  article  of  the  Constitution,  which  provides, 
that  ''suits  may  be  brought  against  the  commonwealth, 
in  such  courts  and  in  such  cases,  as  the  Legislature 
Djay,  by  law,  direct."  A  general  act  upon  that  subject 
will  be  the  means  of  facilitating  the  duties  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Department,  and  must  be  at  once  satisfactory 
and  conclusive  in  determining  the  doubtful  pretensions 
of  individuals  against  the  government. 

If  the  Legislature  should  be  of  opinion,  however,  that 
Mr.  Jones's  case  deserves  their  particular  interposition, 
the  documents  necessary  for  information  will  be  found 
among  the  papers  which  were  transmitted  with  my 
address  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  December  last. 

THO-MAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  March  11th,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  certain  communications 
from  the  Bank  of  North  America. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  SECRETARY  WILL  LAY  BEFORE  YOU 
copies  of  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  Directors, 
and  of  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Bank  of 
North  America,  containing  a  proposition  that  certain 
certificates  of  the  United  States,  which  are  the  property 
of  Pennsylvania,  may  be  deposited  in  the  Bank,  and  an 
authority  given  to  the  Directors  to  collect  the  interest, 
as  it  becomes  payable,  for  the  use  of  the  state.  How 
far  the  adoption  of  this  measure  will  facilitate  the  pe- 
cuniary operations  of  our  government,  I  submit  to  your 
judgment;  but  I  am  confident,  gentlemen,  that  you  will 
be  happy  in  affording  every  legislative  aid  and  coun- 
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tenance,  that  is  consistent  with  the  honor  and  interests 
of  your  constituents  to  an  institution  which  has  rend- 
ered essential  services  to  the  Union,  in  the  most  critical 
periods  of  the  revolution,  and  which  promises  to  be  of 
lasting  advantage  to  the  commerce,  agriculture  and 
revenues  of  Pennsylvania. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  March  14th,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  recommending  a  provision  to  avoid 
the  expense  of  advertising  the  tax  list  of  unseated 
lands. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  CHARGE  OF  ADVERTISING  THE  TAX 
list  of  unseated  lands  has  become  so  enormous, 
that  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  you,  copies 
of  the  account  of  Francis  Bailey,  the  printer  employed 
on  the  occasion,  as  it  has  been  certified  by  the  Treas- 
urer, examined  and  settled  by  the  Comptroller-gen- 
eral and  Register-general,  and  approved  by  me;  in 
hopes,  that  in  your  wisdom,  some  expedient  may  be 
devised  for  preventing  the  continuance  of  so  expensive 
a  practice.  Whether  the  amount  is  ultimately  to  be 
paid  by  the  public,  or  by  the  individuals  according  to 
their  respective  interests  in  lands,  a  reformation  is 
equally  necessary;  for  where  arrears  are  due,  the 
charge  has  been  found,  in  most  cases,  to  exceed  the 
quantity  of  the  tax,  and,  in  many  cases,  the  value  of  the 
land. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  March  26th,  1791. 
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Further  message  to  the  Assembly  concerning  the 
errors  in  laying  out  the  boundaries  in  the  tenth  dis- 
trict of  the  donation  lands. 

Gentlemen : 

IN  ADDITION  TO  THE  REPRESENTATION 
whi<*h  I  made  to  you  00  the  third  of  March  last, 
respecting  the  particular  error  in  laying  out  the 
boundaries  of  the  tenth  district  of  the  donation  lands. 
I  am  requested  by  the  officers  of  the  late  Pennsylvania 
line,  to  lay  before  you  the  information  that  they  have 
received  of  the  general  inaccuracy  of  the  surveys  of 
the  whole  tract.  As  I  am  confident  that  the  liberal 
motives  w^hich  originally  prompted  the  Legislature  to 
make  this  grant,  will  influence  you  to  take  every  step 
that  is  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect,  I  have  directed 
the  Secretary,  with  this  message,  to  deliver  copies  of 
the  several  documents  that  relate  to  the  subject. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  April  2d,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  presentation  of  the 
claims  of  the  State  against  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen: 

AS  THE  ACTS  OF  CONGRESS  TO  PROVIDE 
more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  the  individual 
states,  limits  the  time  for  receiving  and  examining  the 
claims  of  the  several  states,  to  the  first  of  July  next; 
I  have  been  anxious  to  obtain  satisfactory  information 
from  the  Comptroller  General,  relative  to  the  measures 
which  have  been  taken  to  prepare  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  for  supporting  the  claims  of  this  common- 
wealth against  the  Union,  and  at  what  period  the  busi- 
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ness  would  be  compleatly  ready  for  the  examiDation  of 
the  Commissioners.  The  answer  of  the  Comptroller 
General  to  my  enquiries  upon  this  subject,  I  think  it 
proper  to  lay  before  you,  for,  although  that  officer 
seems  confident  that  the  claims  of  Pennsylvania  will  be 
exhibited  within  the  limitations  prescribed  by  the  act 
of  Congress;  jet,  he  has  been  in  this  respect,  so  re- 
peatedly urged  by  the  late  Supreme  Executive  Coun- 
cil, and  such  repeated  disappointments  have  already 
taken  place,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  his  other  official 
duties,  that  I  am  apprehensive  he  may  again  be  de- 
feated in  his  expectations  and  then  the  injury  to  the 
public  interest  will  probably  be  irretrievable. 

Having,  Gentlemen,  in  pursuance  of  my  duty,  given 
you  this  information,  I  leave  it  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
Legislature  to  take  any  precautions  which  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  shall  require. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  April  4th,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  a  loan  from  the  Bank  of 
North  America  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen: 

IN  miRSUANCE  OF  THE  AUTHORITY  AND  IN- 
j unction  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  I  have 
opened  a  negociation  with  the  bank  of  North 
America,  for  obtaining  a  loan  of  sixty  thousand  pounds, 
for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  but  as  the  Directors 
of  that  institution  have  suggested  a  difficulty,  I  have 
thought  it  proper  to  suspend  my  proceedings  till  the 
Legislature  has  determined  upon  the  subject,  and,  for 
that  purpose  the  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  the  let- 
ter which  I  addressed  to  the  bank  and  the  answer  which 
I  have  received. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  April  7th,  1791. 


Thomas  Mifflin.  173 

To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  State  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 
I  AM  HAPPY  IN  ADDRESSING  YOU  AT  THIS 
period,  while  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  public  credit  of  the  United  States  yield 
a  conclusive  evidence  of  our  national  prosperity;  and 
the  leisure  afforded  from  your  private  avocations,  by 
an  early  and  abundant  harvest,  will  enable  you  to  re- 
new your  public  labors,  with  the  same  zeal  and  alacrity 
which  distinguish  the  legislative  proceedings  of  your 
last  session.  The  measures  that  were  then  taken  to 
preserve  the  faith  of  the  commonwealth,  to  promote 
the  administration  of  justice,  to  protect  our  fellow- 
citizens  on  the  frontiers,  from  the  depredations  of  the 
hostile  Indians,  to  explore  the  various  channels  of  com- 
munication between  the  navigable  waters  of  the  state, 
and  to  cultivate  the  general  means  of  social  intercourse, 
by  multiplying  and  improving  the  public  roads,  have 
furnished  a  subject  for  universal  applause,  and  cannot 
fail  to  awaken  the  gratitude  of  jouv  country. 

As  success  in  prosecuting  these  great  objects,  is  the 
natural  reward  of  the  patriotism  by  which  they  were 
suggested,  I  inform  you,  with  peculiar  satisfaction,  that 
during  your  recess,  I  have  concluded  contracts  for  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  rivers  Delaware,  Schuyl- 
kill, Lehigh  and  T^echa waxen;  for  opening  and  improv- 
ing the  roads  from  Wilkes-barre  to  the  Wind  Gap,  from 
Keplinger's  mill  to  the  Susquehannah;  from  Catawessy 
to  Hamburgh,  from  Middle  Creek  to  Grubb's  furnace, 
from  Daniel  Titus's  to  Poplar  Run;  and  for  opening  and 
improving  the  roads  through  the  Long  Narrows, 
through  Jack's  and  Igow's  Narrows  and 
through  the  Canoe  Narrows.  Before  I  formed  these 
contracts,  I  referred  the  various  proposals  to  agents  of 
information,  whom  I  had  appointed,  agreeably  to  the 
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act  of  Assembly,  with  instructions  to  consider  and  re- 
port, either  upon  the  Ivnowledge  that  they  had  previous- 
ly acquired,  or  upon  a  view  and  examination  expressly 
for  the  occasion,  how  far  the  plans  that  were  presented 
to  me,  corresponded  with  the  intention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  whether  the  greatest  advantage  would  be  ob- 
tained by  their  adoption,  which  might  reasonably  be 
expected  to  proceed,  from  a  judicious  application  of 
the  respective  sums  appropriated  by  law.  To  this  pre- 
caution I  have  added  an  enquiry  into  the  character, 
situation,  and  circumstances  of  the  parties  and  their 
sureties;  and  the  result  justifies  me  in  declaring  my 
perfect  confidence,  that  the  trust,  reposed  in  the  sev- 
eral contractors,  will  be  executed  with  skill,  and  fidel- 
ity; to  their  honor,  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  public. 
Of  the  terms  of  the  respective  contracts,  and  the  state 
of  the  accounts  that  relate  to  them,  you  will  receive  full 
information  from  the  books  directed  to  be  kept  by  law, 
and  which  will  be  presented  for  your  inspection,  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  whenever  you  shall 
please  to  require  it. 

There  are  yet  under  consideration  proposals  of  a 
favorable  description,  for  executing  many  of  the  other 
improvements  specified  in  the  act  of  Assembly,  par- 
ticularly those  respecting  the  navigation  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna and  the  Juniata;  but  no  overtures  have  been 
made  for  undertaking  any  of  the  objects  that  are  enum- 
erated in  the  proclamation,  which  I  issued  in  compli- 
ance with  your  joint  resolution  of  the  fourth  of  April 
last.  I  have,  however,  concluded  a  contract  for  repair- 
ing the  banks  of  Mud  Island,  and  the  progress  of  the 
work  (which  I  have  examined  in  person)  affords  the 
greatest  reason  to  believe  that  the  sum  allowed  by  the 
Legislature  (with,  perhaps,  a  small  addition,  to  put 
into  good  order  a  part  of  the  wall,  erected  about  two 
years  ago)  will  be  so  faithfully  applied  as  to  be  the 
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n.caus  of  establishing  a  permanent  barrier  against  the 
encroachments  of  the  river. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  improvement  of  our  roads 
and  inland  navigation,  you  have  manifested  so  liberal 
a  disposition,  that  I  am  confident  you  will  cheerfully 
take  every  proper  opportunity  for  extending  and  im- 
proving the  plan  which  is  delineated  in  the  late  act  of 
Assembly.  Permit  me,  therefore,  to  remark,  that  more 
certainty  and  facility  would,  probably,  be  attained  in 
discharging  the  duty  which  devolves  on  the  Executive, 
if  a  power  of  surveying  and  laying  out  the  proposed 
reads  by  courses  and  distances,  previous  to  the  forma- 
tion of  contracts,  were  more  clearly  delegated,  and  if 
greater  latitude  were  allowed  where  companies  or  in- 
dividuals, though  not  willing  to  enter  into  specific  con- 
tracts, would  undertake  generally,  for  a  small  compen- 
sation, that  the  several  sums  should  be  expended  in 
accomplishing,  as  far  as  it  is  practicable,  the  purposes 
of  their  appropriation:  Till,  however,  the  benefits  of 
what  you  have  done  are  felt  and  secured,  it  would,  per- 
haps, be  improper  to  express  a  wish,  either  that  you 
should  extend  your  view  to  other  objects  of  the  same 
nature,  or  that  you  should  encrease  the  amount  of  the 
fund  which  you  have  already  established:  But  on  this 
point  I  rest  satisfied,  as  your  example  must  excite  the 
emulation  of  every  succeeding  Legislature,  and  the 
rising  value  of  the  public  property  will  accumulate  the 
means  of  encouragement  and  enterprize. 

In  pursuance  of  the  directions  contained  in  an  act  of 
Assembly,  I  have  obtained  a  loan  of  sixty  thousand 
pounds  from  the  Bank  of  North  America,  for  the  use  of 
the  commonwealth.  The  terms  of  the  loan  are  speci- 
fied in  the  contract  with  the  President  of  that  institu- 
tion, a  copy  of  which  I  have  "directed  to  be  laid  before 
you;  and  you  will  find,  from  the  statement  of  the  pub- 
lic accounts,  that  there  has  already  been  received  from 
this  resource,  the  sum  of  forty-five  thousand  pounds. 
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Although  one  year  is  the  period  allowed  for  a  re-pay- 
ment of  the  money,  I  think  it  necessary,  on  account  of 
the  great  change  in  the  value  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States  (the  evidences  of  which,  to  the  amount 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  are  deposited  with 
the  bank,  as  a  collateral  security)  to  suggest  the  ex- 
pediency of  taking  immediate  measures,  by  the  sale 
of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  stock,  to  discharge  the  sum 
that  has  been  received,  and  to  prevent  the  necessity 
of  drawing  for  the  remainder. — This  will  relieve  the 
state  from  a  considerable  charge  for  interest,  which  is 
payable  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  on  the  loan,  and  can- 
not, T  believe,  be  attended  with  any  public  inconveni- 
ency,  as  our  claims  upon  the  Treasury  of  the  Union  will 
probably  produce  a  supply  in  season  to  answer  the 
expenses  of  government;  and  the  funds  established  to 
discharge  the  other  public  obligations  may  be  render- 
ed, upon  better  terms,  productive  and  efficient. 

The  arrangement  which  you  made  for  discharging  the 
legislative  grant  to  the  late  Proprietaries,  has  been 
carried  into  effect  as  far  as  relates  to  the  exchange  of 
warrants  issued  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
for  new  warrants,  payable  in  the  6  per  cent,  stock,  and 
the  agent  of  Messrs.  Penn  having  declared  his  entire 
ac(5[uiesence  in  the  propositions,  as  well  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  arrearages  on  the  installments  al- 
ready due,  as  for  the  final  liquidation  of  their  claim,  a 
very  few  days  will  probably  close  the  transaction  with 
great  credit  to  the  state,  and  advantage  to  the  parties. 

The  frequent  depredations  committed  on  the  wesern 
frontiers  of  the  state  having  induced  you  to  make  an 
adequate  appropriation  of  money  for  repelling  the  in- 
vaders, I  wrote  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  counties  of 
Allegany,  Washington,  Westmoreland,  Fayette  and 
Huntingdon,  instructing  them,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
employ  a  proper  number  of  men,  drafted  from  the 
militia  under  their  respective  commands,  as  spies  upon 
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the  motions  of  the  hostile  Indians;  and,  eventually,  as 
it  became  necessary  to  encrease  this  force,  by  similar 
drafts,  in  proportion  to  any  danger  that  might  threaten. 
At  the  same  time  I  obtained  a  loan  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition from  the  magazine  established  by  the  United 
States,  at  Fort  Pitt,  and  ordered  a  fair  distribution  to 
be  made  of  these,  among  the  several  counties  which 
were  exposed  to  actual  violence. 

On  this  occasion,  however,  I  did  not  omit  paying  a 
due  attention  to  the  military  preparations  that  were 
making  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States;  and 
you  will  find  from  the  documents  which  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  your  persual,  that,  while  on  the  one  hand  I 
was  anxious  to  put  an  immediate  stop  to  the  cruelties 
exercised  by  a  savage  enemy  upon  the  defenceless 
families  of  our  fellow  citizens,  I  was  determined,  on 
the  other  hand,  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  inter- 
fering with  the  plans  and  operations  of  the  Union,  by 
directing  that  all  proceedings  under  my  instructions 
should  be  discontinued  the  moment  that  the  force  of 
the  general  government  could  effect  the  defence  and 
security  of  the  quarter  which  was  annoyed. 

From  the  report  of  the  Comptroller-General,  it  will 
give  you  pleasure  to  understand,  that  the  claims  of 
Pennsylvania  against  the  United  States,  were  ex- 
hibited to  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  established  to 
examine  and  settle  them,  within  the  period  limited  by 
the  act  of  Congress;  and  the  Commissioner  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  .superintending  that  examination  and 
settlement  on  behalf  of  the  state,  has  informed  me,  that, 
although  the  business  is  not  yet  sufficiently  digested 
to  admit  of  perfect  accuracy,  he  has  reason  to  concur 
in  the  statement  of  the  Comptroller,  which  calculates 
the  present  balance  in  favor  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be 
about  fourteen  millions  seven  hundred  and  thirty-five 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

12— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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Copies  of  the  papers  on  this  subject,  and  of  those 
which  relate  to  the  Commissioner's  negociation  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  redemption  of  the  outstanding  balance  of  dollar 
money,  will  be  transmitted  for  your  consideration,  and, 
I  hope,  that,  before  your  adjournment,  I  shall  be  able 
to  communicate  to  you  the  completion  of  the  contract 
formed  with  the  United  States,  for  the  purchase  of  the 
triangular  tract  of  land  on  Lake  Erie;  which  has  hith- 
erto been  suspended  by  several  unavoidable  accidents. 

Having,  thus.  Gentlemen,  represented  the  actual 
situation  of  the  most  important  objects,  which  were 
contemplated  by  the  laws  passed  at  your  former  ses- 
sion, permit  me  to  engage  your  attention,  with  the  re- 
capitulation of  some  circumstances  which  have  oc- 
curred since  that  period,  and  which  it  is  proper  to  bring 
to  your  view,  as  matter,  either  of  useful  information,  or 
requiring  legislative  interposition. 

A  short  time  previous  to  your  adjournment,  I  re- 
ceived authentic  accounts  from  the  Secretary  at  War, 
that  several  friendly  and  inoffensive  Indians  had  been 
murdered  on  Beaver  Creek,  and  these  accounts  were 
accompanied  with  an  earnest  request  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority  of  Pennsylvania,  might  be  exerted 
to  apprehend  and  punish  the  perpetrators  of  the  crime, 
who,  it  appeared,  were  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia. The  hostile  aspect  of  the  tribes,  bordering  on 
the  frontiers  of  the  Union ;  the  painful  prospect  of  thus 
multiplying  the  number  of  our  enemies;  the  anxious 
with  universally  entertained  for  the  restoration  of 
peace;  the  calamities  to  be  expected  from  a  savage  in- 
dulgence of  the  spirit  of  retaliation;  and,  in  short  the 
attrocity  of  the  transaction  itself,  pointed  out  the  ne- 
cessity of  pursuing  such  measures,  as  would,  at  once, 
evince  the  justice,  humanity  and  energy  of  our  govern- 
ment, appease  the  resentments  of  the  injured  Indians, 
and  bring  the  culprits  within  the  power  of  the  law. 
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With  this  design,  therefore,  I  immediately  published  a 
proclamation,  concisely  stateing  the  offence,  and  offer- 
ing a  reward  for  discovering  and  securing  the  persons 
by  whom  it  was  committed.  And  having,  with  all  pos- 
sible expedition,  ascertained  the  names  of  some  of 
those  persons,  upon  the  oaths  of  two  credible  eye-wit- 
nesses of  the  fact,  corroborated  by  the  information  of 
raan}^  respectable  citizens,  I  made  a  demand  upon  the 
Governor  of  Virginia,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  the  Federal  Constitution  requiring  that  they 
should  be  delivered  up  as  fugitives  from  the  justice  of 
Pennsylvania. 

It  is  with  satisfaction  I  inform  you,  that  our  sister 
si  ate  gave  a  prompt  and  liberal  attention  to  this  de- 
mand; and  that  the  grand  inquest  of  the  county  of  Al- 
It  gany,  in  vindication  of  the  laws  and  justice  of  their 
country,  have  returned  a  bill  of  indictment  against  the 
offenders;  but,  notwithstanding  my  proclamation,  aided 
by  the  offer  of  an  additional  reward  on  the  part  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  exertions  of  the  civil  authority,  ground- 
ed upon  the  prosecution  which  has  been  commenced, 
our  pursuits  has  hitherto  been  unsuccessful  in  its  im- 
mediate object;  though,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  it  has 
produced  very  beneficial  consequences  in  preserving 
the  confidence  and  good-will  of  the  Indians  who  were 
in  amity  with  the  Union,  but  had  been  at  first  alarmed 
and  enraged  by  the  extraordinary  circumstances  that 
attended  this  outrage. 

I  regret  that  another  occasion  has  likewise  com- 
pelled me  to  address  the  Executive  of  Virginia  with  a 
similar  requisition;  and  I  regret  it  not  only  on  account 
of  the  trouble  which  is  incidental  to  the  business,  but 
en  account  of  the  doubts  which  it  has  produced  upon  a 
constitutional  question,  of  a  nature  equally  important 
and  delicate.  I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  be- 
fore you  transcripts  from  the  records  of  a  Court  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  by  which  it  appears  that  several  persons 
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were  indicted  in  the  county  of  Washington,  for  forcibly 
carrying  off  a  free  negro;  with  the  intent  to  detain  or 
sell  him  as  a  slave  in  another  state,  in  violation  of  a 
positive  act  of  Assembly,  which  renders  such  conduct 
highly  criminal. 

Having  received  information  that  induced  me  to  be- 
lieve, that  these  offenders  had  taken  refuge  in  Virginia ; 
and  being  urged  by  the  Society  for  the  gradual  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  to  make  a  demand  that  they  should  be 
delivered  up  to  answer  the  charges  against  them,  I  ap- 
plied to  the  Governor  of  that  state  upon  the  subject, 
and  transmitted  to  him  copies  of  the  documents,  with, 
which  I  was  at  that  time  furnished.  You  will  perceive, 
Gentlemen,  from  his  answer,  and  the  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney General  of  Virginia,  which  accompanies  it,  that 
objections  were  opposed  to  a  compliance  with  my  requi- 
sition upon  these  grouhds: — That  all  the  necessary 
formalities  had  not  been  observed  in  making  it;  that 
there  was  no  defect  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state, 
upon  which  the  demand  was  made,  or  at  least,  that 
there  was  no  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  this  state  to 
punish  the  offence;  and  that,  independent  of  these  con- 
siderations, the  compliance  of  the  Executive  of  Vir- 
ginia must  be  suspended,  until  some  additional  provi- 
sions, by  law,  should  prescribe  the  mode,  and  authorize 
the  arrest  and  surrender  of  the  offenders.  In  conse- 
quence of  these  difficulties,  and  with  an  anxious  desire 
to  remove  every  source  of  controversy,  I  took  measures 
for  a  scrupulous  adherence  to  the  forms  which  were 
expected;  I  transmitted  an  extract  from  the  act  of  As- 
sembly on  which  the  charge  was  founded,  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia,  contending  at  the  same  time  for  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  case  of  a 
crime  which  was  committed  within  her  territory,  and 
which,  in  its  characteristics  and  in  its  punishment,  de- 
pended solely  on  her  laws;  and,  having  stated  the  cir- 
cumstances to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  in- 
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timated  a  wish  that  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
general  regulation  for  carrying  so  effectual  an  article 
of  the  federal  constitution  into  effect,  might  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  at  their  next  session. 
As  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  considering  the 
whole  of  the  correspondence  upon  this  subject,  I  trust 
you  will  think  that,  while  my  proceedings  have  been 
regulated  by  a  due  regard  to  the  dignity  and  rights  of 
the  commonwealth,  they  have  not  been  wanting  in  a 
sincere  respect  for  the  sentiments  of  a  sister  state,  but 
were  calculated  to  avoid  all  invidious  and  unprofitable 
altercation. 

You  have  undoubtedly.  Gentlemen,  heard  some  ac- 
counts of  the  recent  murder  of  Mr.  Arthur  Erwin,  in  the 
county  of  Luzerne.  This  cruel  act  w^as  attended  with 
such  circumstances  of  dark  and  deliberate  malice;  it 
was  perpetrated  in  a  manner  so  secret  and  clandestine; 
and  it  originated  in  so  daring  a  disregard  of  our  laws 
and  government,  that  every  exertion,  in  my  opinion, 
became  necessary,  in  order  to  discover  the  murderer, 
and  to  secure  him  for  the  purposes  of  public  justice. 
I  have  therefore  issued  a  proclamation,  and  offered  a 
reward  for  apprehending  him;  but  it  is  proper,  on  the 
present  occasion,  to  observe,  that  however  expedient 
and  unavoidable  this  extraordinary  interference  of  the 
Executive  Power  may  sometimes  be,  there  is  no  fund 
appropriated  to  discharge  the  pecuniary  obligation, 
which  it  eventually  incurs.  For  such  contingences, 
therefore,  and  for  the  other  incidental  expenses  of  the 
department,  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  into  your  con- 
sideration, what  general  provision  ought  to  be  made. 

The  accounts  which  were  received  through  the  En- 
rcpean  Newspapers,  and  other  channels  of  information, 
having  circulated  an  idea  that  a  fatal  and  infectious  dis- 
order raged  in  some  of  the  ports  of  Ireland;  and  our 
constant  commercial  intercourse  with  that  kingdom 
exposing  Philadelphia  to  imminent  danger  of  the  in- 
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troduction  of  the  pestilence,  a  general  alarm  prevailed 
among  the  inhabitants,  which  was  encreased  by  the 
supposed  defect  of  authority  to  compel  vessels  (unless 
the  number  of  their  passengers  amounted  to  forty,  or 
unless  persons  known  to  be  actually  sick  were  on 
board)  to  submit  to  an  examination,  or  perform  a  quar- 
antine before  they  approached  the  city.  I  did  not  hesi- 
tate, how^ever,  under  these  circumstances,  to  require 
the  Master  Warden,  to  inform  all  the  pilots  of  the  port, 
that  vessels  of  any  description  arriving  immediately 
from  Ireland,  were  not  to  be  conducted  higher  than 
Province  Island,  until  they  were  severally  visited,  and 
permitted  to  proceed  by  the  Health  Officer  and  attend- 
ing Physician.  But  as  the  public  apprehension  soon 
subsided,  I  revoked  my  instructions  on  the  subject.  It 
only  remains,  therefore,  to  consider  the  occurrence,  as 
affording  an  intimation  of  the  propriety  of  giving  ex- 
plicitly, a  legislative  sanction  in  future  emergencies  of 
the  same  kind;  and  should  this  lead  to  a  general  review 
of  the  department  of  the  Health-office,  you  will  find, 
from  the  representations  of  the  present  officer,  that  in 
other  respects  it  is  susceptible  of  great  improvement. 
But,  Gentlemen,  I  am  aware  that  you  will  be  desirous 
to  render  your  present  session  as  short  as  a  faithful  dis- 
charge of  your  duty  to  your  constituents  will  permit; 
and  consequently  I  shall  avoid  pressing  upon  your  at- 
tention any  objects  of  legislation  that  can  safely  be 
postponed.  An  immediate  revision,  however,  of  the 
act  for  establishing  the  judiciary  system,  seems  to  be 
indispensible;  for  in  the  institution  of  the  High  Court 
of  Errors  and  Appeals,  the  earliest  meeting  is  appoint- 
ed on  the  second  Monday  in  July  next;  a  delay,  which 
will  not  only  be  inconvenient  to  the  suitors  whose 
causes  are  now  depending,  but  may  produce  a  mis 
chievous  obstruction  in  the  stream  of  justice,  as  doubts 
are  entertained  by  lawyers  of  eminence,  whether  any 
writ  of  error  can  legally  issue  till  the  actual  sitting  of 
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the  court.  When  you  are  deliberating  upon  this  point, 
I  wish  it  likewise  to  be  considered,  whether,  from  the 
nature  of  the  jurisdiction  and  the  constitution  of  the 
tribunal,  it  would  not  be  attended  with  some  advantage 
expressly  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  President; 
which  station,  under  the  former  law,  was  allotted,  ex- 
officio,  to  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Coun- 
cil. You  will  find  it  necessary,  at  the  same  time,  to 
supply  an  omission  in  the  act  which  provides  for  an  ap- 
peal from  the  Register's  Court,  but  not  for  an  appeal 
from  the  Register  himself,  although  many  wills  are 
proved,  and  many  letters  of  administration  are  granted 
before  him,  of  which  the  Register's  Court  does  not  take 
cognizance;  and  the  allowance  of  appeals,  in  both  cases, 
ought  to  have  relation  to  past,  as  well  as  to  future  de- 
cisions. 

I  cannot  leave  this  subject  without  observing,  that,  in 
organizing  the  judiciary  department,  I  have  succeeded 
much  beyond  the  expectation  which  I  had  allowed  my- 
self to  form;  for  I  anticipated  difficulties  from  a  variety 
of  causes,  but  particularly  from  an  apprehension  that 
the  compensation  of  office  was  not  sufficiently  great  to 
induce  men  of  talents  who  were  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  professional  honors  and  emoluments,  to  relinquish 
their  private  pursuits  for  the  public  serivce.  And  you, 
indeed,  will  decide,  Gentlemen,  how  far  this  sentiment 
should  still  lead  you  to  re-consider  the  provision  which 
has  been  made  for  the  Judges  of  our  courts;  since  to  ob- 
tain, and  to  insure  a  wise,  virtuous  and  independent  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  must  constantly  demand  the 
care  and  merit  the  rewards  of  government. 

Among  the  many  other  important  matters,  which 
were  under  your  consideration  during  the  last  session, 
permit  me  particularly  to  remind  you,  that  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Senator,  to  represent  the  commonwealth  in 
Congress,  cannot  properly  be  postponed;  that  a  pro- 
vision for  disposing  of  the  public  islands  in  the  Dela- 


184  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

ware,  is  greatly  wanted;  that  additional  regulations 
for  giving  full  operation  and  effect  to  our  penal  code, 
would,  at  this  time,  be  highly  serviceable;  that  a  law 
to  prescribe  in  what  'cases  actions  may  be  brought 
against  the  state,  and  how  they  shall  be  prosecuted, 
must  put  an  end  to  much  unecessary  trouble,  and  sat- 
isfy the  anxiety  of  individual  claimants;  that  a  gen- 
eral fee-bill  is  requisite  to  establish  uniformity,  and  to 
prevent  opportunities  of  extortion  in  the  public  offices; 
and  that  a  more  perfect  system  for  the  department  of 
accounts,  is  essential  to  the  introduction  of  order,  en- 
ergy and  responsibility  in  the  collection  of  the  public 
revenues,  and  the  management  of  our  finaces.  Some 
amendments  in  the  bankrupt  laws,  and  in  the  institu- 
tion of  the  office  of  the  Wardens  of  the  Port,  would  like- 
wise be  beneficial;  and  the  article  of  gun-powder,  as 
well  with  respect  to  its  storage,  as  to  its  manufacture, 
becomes  daily  more  deserving  of  your  attention.  The 
Superintendent  of  the  magazine  has  informed  me,  that 
of  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight  quarter 
barrels,  which  have  been  deposited  under  his  care  since 
the  first  day  of  January  last,  only  three  hundred  and 
seventy  barrels  were  imported;  that  the  supply  from 
our  mills  already  greatly  exceeded  the  domestic  con- 
sumption; and  that  although  some  complaints  are  now 
justly  made,  the  quality  of  the  powder  manufactured 
in  Pennsylvania,  might  be  rendered,  under  proper  regu- 
lations, equal  to  any  that  is  produced  in  Europe.  The 
statement  with  which  1  have  been  furnished  on  this 
subject,  shall  be  transmitted  for  your  farther  informa- 
tion, and  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  provision  for  dis- 
posing of  the  old  powder  magazine,  which  is  now  use- 
less to  the  public. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  you,  from 
the  reports  of  the  Comptroller  General  and  the  Register 
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General,  a  statement  of  the  public  accounts,  from  the 
first  of  October  in  the  last,  to  the  first  of  August  in  the 
present  year;  from  which  you  will  perceive  that  there 
is  a  considerable  sum  in  the  several  emissions  of  paper 
money  collected  at  the  treasury,  and  ready,  as  soon  as 
you  shall  order,  to  be  cancelled  and  destroyed.  The 
statement  will  likewise  present  you  with  a  detail  of  the 
balances  of  the  bills  of  credit,  and  of  the  state  certifi- 
cates, that  are  still  in  circulation;  with  an  account  of 
the  Continental  certificates  and  indents  received,  and 
yet  to  be  received  by  the  Treasurer  from  the  Comptrol- 
ler General,  and  of  the  stock  produced,  and  yet  to  be 
produced,  by  subscribing  them  to  the  loan  proposed  by 
Congress,  with  a  state  of  the  debts  of  Pennsylvania, 
assumed  by  the  United  States;  with  an  estimate  of  the 
expenses  of  government  for  a  year;  with  a  valuation 
of  the  active  property  belonging  to  the  state,  amount- 
ing to  one  million  three  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-four  pounds,  five 
shillings;  and  with  an  enumeration  of  the  debts  which 
she  owes,  amounting  to  five  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds;  eighteen 
shillings  and  five  pence. 

From  this  comprehensive  view  of  the  public  obliga- 
tions and  resources,  it  will  appear  that  the  amount  of 
the  former,  payable  on  or  before  the  first  of  October, 
1792,  is  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  pounds,  twelve  shillings  and 
five  pence;  and  that  the  amount  of  the  latter,  which  will 
probably  be  productive  in  the  course  of  the  same  time, 
is  one  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  and  twenty- 
nine  pounds,  nineteen  shillings  and  ten  pence;  leaving 
at  that  period  a  balance  against  the  state  of  eighty- 
nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  pounds, 
twelve  shillings  and  seven  pence.  Again  adverting 
to  the  value  of  our  claims  on  the  Union,  and  feeling  a 
solicitude  to  exonerate  the  conamonwealth    from    the 
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burden  which  she,  unnecessarily  perhaps,  sustains,  I 
am  induced  to  recommend  to  your  serious  considera- 
tion, the  expediency  of  disposing  of  the  deferred  stock 
of  the  United  States,  the  property  of  this  state;  the 
proceeds  of  which  (agreeably  to  the  representation  of 
the  Register-General)  would,  at  the  present  market 
price,  free  Pennsylvania  from  every  pecuniary  embar- 
rassment, completely  and  honorably  satisfy  her  credit- 
ors of  every  description,  and  leave  her  in  possession  of 
an  unencumbered  revenue,  amply  sufficient  for  the  sup- 
port of  government,  and  the  prosecution  of  every  useful 
and  patriotic  undertaking. — The  difference  in  the  value 
of  the  three  per  cent,  and  six  per  cent,  stock,  may  like- 
wise be  thought  to  present  a  favorable  opportunity  to 
gain  an  increase  of  one  per  cent,  in  the  interest  payable 
to  the  state,  by  selling  the  former,  and  vesting  'the  pro- 
ceeds in  the  latter  fund.  But  whatever  may  be  your 
opinion  with  respect  to  these  particular  propositions, 
I  am  confident  that  all  your  fiscal  arrangements  will 
be  directed  to  advance  the  rising  credit,  to  maintain  the 
dignity,  and  to  ensure  the  happiness  of  the  common- 
wealth. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

With  the  various  papers  to  which  I  have  referred  on 
the  present  occasion,  you  will  receive  copies  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  journals  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress;  and  I  have  directed  a  letter  which 
is  addressed  to  the  Representatives  of  the  People  of 
Pennsylvania,  from  the  National  Assembly  of  France, 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Having  taken  measures  to  procure,  I  hope  I  shall 
shortly  be  able  to  lay  before  you  an  accurate  report 
of  the  state  of  the  militia,  and*  of  the  public  arms  in  the 
different  counties,  together  with   a  summary  of  the 


Thomas  Mifflin.  187 

whole  expense  lately  incurred  for  the  defence  of  the 
western  frontiers,  which  I  can  only  state  at  present  as 
it  respects  the  supplies  sent  from  Philadelphia. 

From  our  anxiety  on  this  point,  indeed,  the  success 
of  military  expeditions  to  the  southward,  and  of  amic- 
able negociations  to  the  northward,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Federal  government,  will  probably  relieve  us,  at 
the  close  of  the  present  campaign. 

Feeling  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  magistrate,  in  a 
free  republic,  to  render  a  fair  and  open  account  of  his 
conduct,  I  trust.  Gentlemen,  that  no  apology  will  be 
required  for  detaining  you  so  long;  particularly  as  it  is 
my  most  sanguine  wish,  that  our  fellow  citizens  should 
uniformly  have  caused  to  believe  that  the  plans  devised 
by  your  wisdom  for  the  public  good  have  been  executed 
with  diligence  and  fidelity. 

THO.  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  August  24,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  Navigation  of  the 
Delaware,  the  Huntingdon-Mifflin  Boundary, 
and  a  memorial  from  certain  Officers  of  the  late 
Flying  Camp. 

Gentlemen : 

I  THINK  IT  PROPER  TO  LAY  BEFORE  YOU  THE 
representation  which  I  have  received  from  one  of 
the  contractors  employed  in  improving  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Delaware,  respecting  the  encroachments 
which  are  made  upon  the  stream  of  that  river,  and  by 
which  the  exertions  of  the  state  may  eventually  be  de^ 
feated.  I  have  written  to  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey, 
requesting,  that,  as  the  interest  of  that  state,  as  well  as 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  concerned,  some  measures  may  be 
taken  to  co-operate  in  preventing  the  rnischief  which  i^ 
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apprehended  on  this  occasion;  and  I  shall  transmit 
the  documents  in  mj  possession  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, with  instructions  to  prosecute  any  person,  who 
has,  in  this  respect,  offended  against  the  existing  laws. 
But,  as  it  appears  expedient,  that  the  Legislature 
should  make  some  more  effectual  provisions  to  remove 
the  nuisances,  and  to  discover  and  punish  the  delin- 
quents, I  trust  you  will  give  an  early  attention  to  the 
subject. 

The  information  w^hich  I  have  received  from  Mifflin 
and  Huntingdon  counties,  renders  it  necessary  to  point 
out  the  establishment  of  the  boundary  line  between 
them  (which  has  not  been  effected  though  directed  by 
law)  as  an  object  that  claims  immediate  consideration; 
for,  the  controversies  respecting  jurisdiction  daily  in- 
crease in  that  quarter,  and  have  been  accompanied  with 
acts  of  tumult  and  violence. 

I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  laying  before  you  a  memorial  from  certain  officers 
of  the  late  flying  camp,  who  languished  for  some  time 
in  captivity,  and  who  solicit  that  the  legislative  grant 
of  cloathing  may  be  extended  to  them  as  well  as  to  the 
other  officers  of  the  army.  A  representation  from  the 
trustees  of  the  hospital  at  Province  Island,  respecting 
the  public  pier  at  that  place;  and  a  request  from  the 
city  commissioners,  that  provision  may  be  made  for 
paving  the  foot-way  opposite  to  the  State-house  square, 
will  likewise  be  presented  for  your  information. 

THO.  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  September  7,  1791. 
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To  the  Assembly  urging  the  setthng  of  the  Hne  be- 
tween Huntingdon  and  Mifflin  Counties. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  MEMORIAL  WHICH  I  HAVE  DIRECTED 
the  Secretary  to  lay  before  you  will  confirm  the 
representation  that  I  have  made,  respecting  the 
controversies  that  exist  between  the  inhabitants  of  the 
counties  of  Huntingdon  and  Mifflin,  and  renders  it  nec- 
essary to  repeat  my  earnest  wish  that  the  line  of  juris- 
diction may  be  settled  without  delay. 

THO.  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  September  12,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  late  acts  of  violence 
in  Mifflin  County  and  urging  the  settling  of  the 
line  between  the  same  and  Huntingdon  County. 

Gentlemen: 

IT  IS  WITH  INFINITE  REGRET,  THAT  I  FIND 
occasion  to  lay  before  you  certain  documents,  from 
which  it  appears,  that  a  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Mifflin  county  lately  assembled,  in  a  lawless  and 
tumultuary  manner,  with  a  design  to  interrupt  the 
administration  of  justice,  and  to  offer  violence  to  the 
person  of  one  of  the  Associate  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  while  in  the  actual  discharge  of  his 
official  duty.  As  I  observe,  that  several  persons  have 
been  principalh'  engaged  in  this  riot,  whose  obligations 
as  public  officers,  whose  interest  as  citizens,  and  whose 
reputation  as  men  of  candor  and  understanding, 
promised  a  different  conduct,  I  indulge  a  sanguine  hope, 
that  peace  and  harmony  among  the  inhabitants  and  a 
due  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth,  have 
been  restored,  by  the  opportunity^,  which  has  already 
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occurred,  for  reflecting  upon  the  illegality,  the  impro- 
priety, and  the  danger  of  the  proceeding:  but,  at  the 
same  time,  it  is  necessary  to  add,  that  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  the  other  symptoms  of  dissat- 
isfaction, which  have  been  recently  represented  to  you, 
respecting  the  boundary  between  Mifflin  and  Hunting- 
don counties,  will  not  admit  of  a  total  reliance  on  this 
hope,  but  require  that  immediate  and  vigorous  meas- 
ures should  be  taken  to  establish  and  maintain  the  au- 
thority of  government,  should  it  continue  to  be  op- 
posed. With  this  view,  therefore,  I  shall  exert  the  con- 
stitutional jjowers  of  the  Executive,  and,  I  am  con- 
fident, if  you  are  of  opinion,  that  any  legislative  aid 
may  be  wanting  on  the  occasion,  you  will  cheerfully 
and  liberally  afford  it. 

THO.  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  September  21,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  certain  representations 

from  the  Comptroller  and  Register  General. 

*  - 

Gentlemen: 

THE  COMPTROLLER  AND  REGISTER  GENERAL 
having  suggested,  that  a  difficulty  occurs  in  ex- 
ecuting the  law  which  directs  certificates  to  be 
issued  to  the  state  creditors  for  the  difference  between 
the  amount  of  their  respective  claims  assumed  by  Con- 
gress, and  the  sum  for  which  the  faith  of  the  common- 
wealth stands  pledged,  I  have  directed  the  Secretary 
to  lay  before  you  copies  of  their  representations  upon 
the  subject,  which,  in  my  opinion,  will  require  an  early 
consideration. 

As  the  present  suspension  of  taxes  affords  a  favor- 
able opportunity  to  adopt  and  prosecute  an  energetic 
plan  for  collecting  the  arrearages  (which  form,  in  every 
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Official  estimate,  an  important  part  of  the  public  re- 
sources, but  which  have  hitherto  greatly  disappointed 
the  expectations  of  government)  I  am  induced,  even  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  to  transmit  to  you  copies 
of  the  representations  of  the  Comptroller  General,  from 
which  it  appears,  that  the  legislative  aid  will  probably 
be  necessary  to  correct  a  defect  in  the  mode  of  settling 
the  duplicates  of  collectors,  and  to  rectify  the  neglect 
of  the  commissioners  in  making  certain  assessments. 

THO.  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  September  20,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  purchase  of  the  Lake 
Erie  tract. 

Gentlemen: 

AS  THE  TIME  OF  YOUR  ADJOURNMENT  Ap- 
proaches, I  think  it  proper  to  inform  you,  that, 
although  I  have  used  all  the  dispatch  in  my  power, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  complete  the  purchase  of  the 
Lake  Erie  tract.  The  difficulty  which,  at  present,  sus- 
pends this  desirable  object  has  arisen  from  a  difference 
df  sentiment  between  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Comptroller  General  of 
Pennsylvania,  respecting  the  mode  of  paying  the  stipu- 
lated price;  and,  upon  this  difference  of  sentiment,  I 
have  taken  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  a  copy 
of  which  the  Secretary  wall  lay  before  you. 

The  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  corresponding 
with  my  own  upon  the  subject,  I  mean  to  adhere  to  the 
principles  upon  which  it  proceeds;  and  should  the  op- 
position at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  continue 
I  shall  think  it  my  duty  to  leave  the  question  to  the  de- 
cision of  some  competent  tribunal;  or,  at  least,  to  sus- 
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pend  the  negociation  till  I  can  receive  your  sanction, 
for  deviating  from  what  I  consider  to  be  the  terms  of 
the  contract. 

THO.  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  September  28,  1791. 


Further  message  to  the  Assembly    concerning    the 
purchase  of  the  Lake  Erie  tract. 

Gentlemen: 

IN  ADDITION  TO  THE  COMMUNICATION  WHICH 
I  yesterday  made,  respecting  the  state  of  the  ne- 
gociation for  completing  the  purchase  of  the  Lake 
Erie  tract  of  land,  1  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay 
before  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  just  received 
fiom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj^  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  same  subject. 

THO.  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  September  29,  1791. 


Opening  address  to  the  Assembly,  1791. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Eepre- 
sentatives : 

WHILE  YOU  ARE  THUS  CONVENED,  IN 
order  to  transact  the  legislative  business  of 
our  country,  I  cannot,  I  think,  more  properly 
introduce  to  you  the  subject  of  my  address,  than  by 
adverting  to  the  conduct  of  the  late  General  Assembly, 
as  furnishing  an  honorable  example  for  imitation,  and 
to  the  prospect  of  public  happiness  that  lies  before  us, 
as  affording  a  powerful  incentive  to  diligence  and 
patriotism.     By  the  labour  and  wisdom  of  your  pre- 
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decessors,  many  of  the  constitutional  principles  of  our 
government  have  attained  their  practical  use  and  ef- 
fect. The  wealth  of  the  community  has  been  success- 
fully applied  to  its  proper  objects,  the  maintenance  of 
public  credit,  and  the  advancement  of  public  conveni- 
ence. A  system  of  jurisprudence,  at  once  comprehen- 
sive and  beneficent,  has  been  established;  and,  at  the 
very  moment  that  the  sanguinary  denunciations  of  the 
Penal  Code  have  been  expunged,  its  operation,  in  cor- 
recting and  reforming,  has  been  experimentally  en- 
sured. 

The  consequences  of  this  enlightened  policy,  uniting 
with  the  temperate  and  industrious  habits  of  our  con- 
stituents, and  the  natural  advantages  of  the  soil  and 
climate  which  we  enjoy,  present  to  your  view  a  state 
of  agriculture,  commerce  and  arts,  that  may  fairly 
awaken  the  pride,  and  must  elevate  the  hopes,  of  every 
virtuous  citizen.  The  contribution  which  Pennsyl- 
vania yields  to  the  treasury  of  the  Union,  forms  a  com- 
petent evidence  of  the  extent  and  emoluments  of  her 
trade.  The  rapid  increase  of  her  population,  and  the 
abundant  supplies  which  she  accumulates  for  foreign, 
as  well  as  for  domestic  markets,  will  demonstrate  the 
active  and  productive  condition  of  her  husbandry;  and 
innumerable  proofs  arise  in  her  cities,  towns,  and  vil- 
lages, to  display  a  general  diffusion  of  useful  knowl- 
edge, and  the  cultivation  of  every  art,  which  is  neces- 
sary, or  ornamental,  in  society. 

To  preserve  and  improve  the  blessings  of  the  situa- 
tion which  I  have  described,  is  the  trust,  Gentlemen, 
confided  to  your  care;  and,  as  it  is  reasonable  to  pre- 
sume that  the  expectations  of  our  constituents  will  be 
raised,  in  proportion  as  this  task  has  been  facilitated, 
permit  me  to  renew,  at  the  present  period,  the  most 
faithful  assurances  that  your  various  exertions  for  the 
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public  good  will  receive  all  the  aid,  which  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  Executive  to  bestow. 

Contemplating  the  many  important  points  that  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  preceding  General  Assembly, 
you  will  perceive,  Gentlemen,  that  the  consolidation 
of  the  revenues,  and  the  exoneration  from  the  pressure 
of  the  debts  of  the  commonwealth,  deserve  to  be  pe- 
culiarly distinguished,  on  account  of  the  beneficial  ef- 
fects which  they  have  already  produced:  for  the  pub- 
lic resources,  moulded  into  one  aggregate  fund,  have 
been  rescued  from  that  confusion,  which  partial  appro- 
priations of  specific  branches,  together  with  a  tardy 
and  precarious  collection,  had  unaviodably  occasioned; 
while  the  means  that  were  directed  to  be  employed,  for 
the  satisfaction  of  the  public  creditors,  have  given 
celebrity  to  our  new  government,  and  amply  provide, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  ensuing  year,  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  all  the  pecuniary  obligations  of  the 
state,  except  those  resting  on  the  principal  of  the  fund- 
ed and  depreciation  certificates.  It  will  add  to  your 
pleasure  on  this  occasion,  to  observe,  from  the  report 
of  the  sales  of  stock  which  the  Secretary  is  directed  to 
present  to  you,  that  great  precaution  was  taken  to  pre- 
vent a  depreciation  of  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
which,  might  have  happened  from  too  suddenly  over- 
charging the  market;  and  our  success,  in  this  respect, 
will  be  obvious,  from  the  high  price  that  has  been  ob- 
tained. Considering,  indeed,  that  the  authority  to  dis- 
pose of  stock,  was  intended  merely  as  an  auxiliary  to 
our  specie  funds,  and  desiring,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
avoid  the  diminution  of  a  productive  capital,  I  have 
thought  it  expedient  to  charge  as  many  objects  upon 
the  money  actually  in  the  Treasury,  as  was  consistent 
with  the  regard  which  the  law  prescribes  for  previous 
appropriations.  Under  these  considerations,  there- 
fore, you  will  find,  that  the  quantity  of  deferred  stock 
which  has  been  sold,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  sev- 
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en ty -nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty  dollars; 
that  the  quantity  of  three  per  cent,  stock  which  has 
been  sold,  three  hundred  and  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars;  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  both, 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-nine  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  two 
pence;  and  that  this  sum  is  to  be  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  all  the  interest  due,  or  which  must  become  due 
on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  upon  the  funded  and 
depreciation  debt;  to  the  payment  of  the  arrears  of  in- 
terest on  the  new  loan  debt;  and  to  the  repayment  of 
the  loan  of  sixty  thousand  pounds,  which  was  borrowed 
from  the  Bank  of  North  America.  To  relieve  the  state 
from  the  accumulation  of  interest,  to  redeem  the  valu- 
able property  that  was  pledged  as  a  collateral  security 
to  the  Bank,  and  to  employ  the  favorable  opportunity 
presented  by  the  advanced  price  of  stock,  were  the 
inducements  for  anticipating  the  period  which  the 
terms  of  the  contract  allowed,  for  liquidating  the  last 
of  these  engagements. 

The  improvement  of  our  roads  and  inland  naviga- 
tion, will,  I  am  persuaded,  continue  to  be  a  favorite 
object  with  the  Legislature.  I  have,  indeed,  received 
such  accounts  from  the  agents  of  information  (whose 
report  will  be  laid  before  you)  and  through  various 
other  channels,  respecting  the  progress  in  executing 
the  contracts  which  have  been  formed,  as  promise  full 
compensation  for  the  expense  that  has  been  incurred, 
and  afl'ord  ample  encouragement  for  future  enterprizes 
of  a  similar  nature.  In  addition  to  the  contracts  that 
were  mentioned  in  a  former  address,  I  have  concluded 
others  for  opening  and  improving  a  road  leading  from 
Harrisburg,  through  the  Narrows,  at  the  end  of  the 
Kittatinny  mountain  and  Peter's  mountain,  and  thence 
the  nearest  and  best  course,  to  the  place  where  it  will 
intersect  the  road  leading  from  Harrisburg  to  Sun- 
bury,  at  or  near  Halifax;  for  opening  and  improving 
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a  road  from  Stockport  ou  the  river  Delaware  to  Har 
mony,  at  the  great  Bend  of  the  Susquehanna  river; 
for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river  Juniata  from 
its  mouth  to  Water-street,  and  thence  to  Frankstown; 
and  for  opening  and  improving  a  road  from  York-town 
to  Cooper's  ferry.  I  shall  take  this  opportunity  of 
transmitting  the  report  of  agents  of  information,  who 
having  recently  explored  the  Juniata  and  Conemaugh, 
and  surveyed  the  roads  corresponding  with  those  rivers, 
recommend  that  a  deviation  should  be  made  in  that 
quarter  from  the  plan  which  is  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
Assembly,  upon  principles  which  certainly  merit  a 
serious  consideration.  If  their  opinion  is  sanctioned 
by  your  approbation,  the  proposed  roads  to  Pittsburg, 
to  Poplar  Run,  and  to  the  Little  Conemaugh,  being 
blended  and  formed  into  one  great  road,  leading  from 
Frankstown  to  Pittsburg,  the  projected  canal  between 
the  Quitapahilla  and  Tulpehoccon  being  opened,  and  a 
few  eas3'  portages  established  in  proper  situations,  a 
certain  foundation  will  be  laid  for  connecting  the  west- 
ern waters  of  the  Ohio  and  the  great  lakes  with  the 
eastern  streams,  flowing  into  the  Atlantic,  particularly 
with  the  tide-waters  of  the  Delaware,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Philadelphia. 

But,  Gentlemen,  while  we  trace  the  progress  of  this 
communication,  with  a  just  estimate  of  its  importance, 
permit  me  to  advert  to  another  object,  which,  in  the  im- 
partial exercise  of  the  powers  of  government,  ought 
not  to  be  entirely  forgotten: — I  mean  the  navigation  of 
the  lower  waters  of  the  Susquehanna.  It  is  true,  that 
the  natural  difliculties  of  rendering  this  river  navigable 
are  great;  and  some  objections,  in  point  of  policy,  might 
be  urged  against  the  principle  of  the  undertaking;  but 
the  combined  strength  and  opulence  of  the  states  that 
are  immediately  interested,  w^ould  undoubtedly  be 
competent  to  overcome  the  former;  and  the  effect  of  the 
measures  which  have  been  taken,  and  which  might  be 
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taken,  to  preserve  the  balance  of  improvements  in 
favor  of  Pennsylvania,  would,  perhaps,  sufficiently  re- 
move the  latter.  The  equal  accommodation  of  our  con- 
stituents, however,  and  the  advancement  of  every  part 
of  the  state,  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  greatest  advant- 
age of  which  it  is  susceptible,  are  duties  that  will  en- 
title this  subject  to  your  consideration;  and  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe,  that,  whenever  you  shall  deem  it 
proper  to  enter-  into  a  negociation,  the  states  of  Mary- 
land and  Delaw^are  will  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  some 
local  interests,  in  order  to  accomplish  that  extensive 
plan  of  public  convenience,  which  contemplates  a  new 
avenue  to  the  ocean,  and  the  union  of  the  bays  of  Ches- 
apeak  and  Delaware. 

Should  the  magnitude  of  the  work,  however,  and  the 
natural  or  political  obstacles  which  are  suggested,  en- 
force a  temporary  suspension,  we  may,  nevertheless, 
view  the  opening  and  clearing  of  the  Susquehanna, 
from  its 'northern  entrance  into  Pennsylvania  as  far, 
at  least,  as  Wright's  Ferry,  not  only  with  respect  to  the 
benefits  which  the  circumjacent  country  will  imme- 
diately experience,  but  with  respect  to  the  resulting 
influence  in  rendering  more  easy,  and  more  desirable, 
the  ultimate  point  of  improvement  in  the  navigation 
of  the  river.  I  regret,  therefore,  that  satisfactory  over- 
tures have  not  hitherto  been  made  for  executing  this 
I)art  of  the  plan,  upon  the  term  proposed  in  the  act  of 
Assembly;  and  as  its  practicability  cannot  be  doubted, 
allow  me  to  refer  it  to  your  discretion  to  determine, 
whether  the  disappointment  has  not  arisen  from  the 
insufficiency  of  the  sum  appropriated;  and,  consequent- 
ly, whether  a  more  adequate  provision  ought  not  to  be 
made. 

While  I  offer  these  remarks,  I  am  aware.  Gentlemen, 
that  the  want  of  a  good  and  permanent  road  is,  at  pres- 
ent, the  principal  defect  in  the  communication  between 
the  middle  counties  and  the  metropolis.     The  steps 
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which  are  taking,  however,  in  pursuance  of  the  legis- 
lative resolution  of  the  30th  day  of  September  last,  to 
remedy  this  inconveniency,  have  met  with  universal 
approbation;  and,  I  hope,  the  Commissioners,  who 
were  appointed  to  make  the  proper  surveys  between 
Philadelphia  and  Lancaster,  will  enable  me,  previously 
to  the  adjournment  of  the  session,  to  lay  a  plan  before 
you,  which,  corresponding  in  its  execution  with  your 
views,  and  the  wishes  of  our  fellow  citizens,  may  lead 
to  the  establishment  of  a  general  system  of  well-con- 
structed and  well-regulated  roads.  You  must  readily 
perceive,  indeed,  that  it  will  be  in  vain  either  to  open 
roads,  or  to  clear  rivers,  without  a  vigilant  attention 
to  keep  the  former  in  repair,  and  to  prevent  encroach- 
ments upon  the  latter:  And  the  existing  laws  being  ex- 
tremely inadequate  to  these  essential  purposes,  you 
will,  I  am  confident,  revise  and  amend  them,  with  all 
the  diligence  and  energy,  which  the  occasion  shall  be 
thought  to  require.  Among  the  many  considerations 
that  will  occur  in  the  course  of  the  Investigation  thus 
introduced,  the  circumstances  of  our  inland  trade,  will 
probably  suggest  the  idea,  of  making  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation to  the  holders  of  certain  ferries  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna, and  other  rivers,  in  order  to  give  a  free  pas- 
sage to  waggons  transporting  produce  to  the  market, 
and  returning  with  the  merchandize,  of  Philadelphia. 
This,  it  has  been  conceived,  would  be  the  means  of  pre- 
venting the  trade  of  several  counties  from  centering  in 
other  states,  as  experience  has  shewn,  that  when  the 
Susquehanna  is  frozen  over,  many  western  farmers  con- 
vey their  produce  to  this  city,  which,  in  other  seasons, 
they  dispose  of  in  Maryland.  Some  latitude  should, 
likewise,  be  allowed,  in  laying  out  the  roads  that  are 
described  in  the  late  act  of  Assembly;  and  such  of  them 
as  may  remain  incomplete  should,  perhaps,  be  made 
^subject  to  the  same  jurisdiction  and  regulations  as  are 
established  in  the  case  of  county  roads. 
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Under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  Assembly,  I  have 
obtained  a  loan  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  from  the 
Bank  of  North  America,  upon  a  mortgage  of  the  reve- 
nue arising  from  vendues,  in  order  to  re-pay  the  money 
expended  by  the  Corporation  of  the  city,  and  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  Congress;  and  to  provide  a  suitable 
dwelling  for  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The 
first  part  of  this  appropriation  amounting  to  two  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  one  pounds,  nine  shillings  and 
four-pence,  and  the  price  of  the  lot  of  ground  (which 
has  been  obtained  on  the  west-side  of  Moth-street,  be- 
tw^een  Market  and  Chestnut-streets)  amounting  to  five 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  pounds,  there 
only  remains  the  sum  of  eleven  thousand  six  hundred 
and  seven  pounds,  ten  shillings  and  eight-pence,  to  pur- 
chase the  materials  and  complete  the  structure  of  the 
building.  As  soon  as  an  eligible  plan  can  be  procured, 
and  a  satisfactory  estimate  of  the  expense  can  be  form- 
ed, I  will  lay  them  before  you;  and  you  may  be  assured, 
Gentlemen,  that  I  will  endeavour,  with  the  strictest 
economy  and  diligence,  to  do  all  the  justice  to  the  hos- 
pitable intention  of  the  Legislature,  which  the  limita- 
tion of  the  fund  will  permit. 

In  discharging  other  duties  that  were  assigned  to  me 
by  laws  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, I  have  appointed  one  set  of  Commissioners  to 
lay  out  a  town  at  the  mouih  of  Beaver  creek,  and  an- 
other set  to  run  the  boundary  line  between  the  counties 
of  Mifflin  and  Huntingdon.  The  former  have  not  yet 
had  time  to  execute  their  trust;  and  the  latter  have 
found  so  much  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  point  of  de- 
parture intended  by  the  act,  that  they  have  made  a 
special  report  (which  will  be  communicated  for  your 
information)  suggesting  that  a  straight  line  from  the 
Water-gap  in  Tuscarora  to  the  Blue-rock  on  Juniata  is 
the  only  course  that  can  give  satisfaction;  and  this  they 
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accordingly  recommend  to  be  expressly  sanctioned  by 
the  Legislature.  It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  an 
early  decision  on  the  subject  is  requisite  to  preserve 
peace  and  order:  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  happy 
to  add,  that  the  disturbances,  which  had  arisen,  from 
another  cause,  in  the  county  of  Mifflin,  have  entirely 
subsided;  and  I  have  received  information,  that  the 
principal  rioters  have  given  the  best  evidence  of  their 
contrition,  by  readily  submitting  to  these  measures, 
which  it  was  thought  necessary  to  pursue,  in  order  to 
vindicate  the  dignity  and  energy  of  the  government. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  Legislature,  I 
entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Commissioners  of  the 
city,  by  which  they  engaged,  at  a  reasonable  rate,  to 
pave  the  foot-way  of  the  State  House  square,  from 
Chestnut  to  Walnut  street,  in  Fifth  street;  and  the 
undertaking  being  executed,  I  have  paid  the  considera- 
tion money  by  a  warrant  upon  the  Treasurer,  for  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  pounds  fifteen  shil- 
lings and  eleven  pence.  The  forms  prescribed  in  the 
law,  respecting  an  indemnity  for  those  lots  of  the  do- 
nation land,  which  have  been  found  to  lie  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  New  York,  have,  likewise,  been  pursued: 
but,  as  it  is  probable,  that  many  of  the  claimants  were 
too  remote  to  receive  an  account  of  the  arrangement, 
in  season  to  take  advantage  of  it,  (some  of  them  being 
actually  employed  in  the  western  army  of  the  United 
States)  and  as,  in  fact,  from  a  misconstruction  of  the 
law,  none  of  them  appeared  on  the  proper  day  to  draw 
their  lots,  you  will,  no  doubt,  perceive  the  propriety  of 
extending  the  time  for  presenting  these  claims,  as  well 
as  for  deciding  the  priority  in  choosing  an  equivalent; 
and,  it  will  be  expedient  to  announce  your  indulgence 
in  these  respects,  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Commissioner  for  stating  the  claims  of  this 
state,  against  the  United  States,  reports  to  me,  that  al- 
though nothing  has  yet  appeared  to  warrant  a  material 
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change  of  the  opinion,  which  was  formerly  expressed 
upon  the  probable  result  of  the  settlement  of  those 
claims,  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  ar- 
ranging and  stating  the  accounts:  and,  I  trust,  that, 
at  length  all  the  obstacles  to  the  completion  of  the  con- 
tract for  the  Lake  Erie  purchase,  are  removed;  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Comptroller  General  of  Pennsylvania  having  con- 
curred in  stating  the  amount  of  the  consideration 
money  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand,  six 
hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  and 
the  medium  of  payment  to  be  Loan-office  certificates  of 
the  United  States,  at  their  specie  value  reduced  by  the 
continental  scale  of  depreciation;  certificates  of  final 
settlements  issued  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  states, 
or  departments;  or  certificates  commonly  called  reg- 
istered debt,  with  the  interest  which  may  be  due  upon 
them,  until  the  10th  of  June,  1791.  The  necessary 
sum,  in  public  securities  of  these  various  descriptions, 
is  prepared  at  the  Treasury,  and  will  be  delivered  as 
soon  as  the  mode  of  conveyance  (which  I  have  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Attorney  General)  shall  be 
settled.  From  some  doubts,  indeed,  that  have  been 
entertained,  whether  there  exists  in  any  officer  of  the 
federal  government,  a  competent  authority  to  execute 
an  instrument  of  this  nature,  it  may  eventually  be  nec- 
essary to  call  in  the  aid  of  Congress :  but  as  the  terms 
of  the  contract  have  received  a  definitive  construction, 
it  will  not,  I  presume,  occasion  much  delay,  to  designate 
the  mere  formalities  of  transfer. 

In  leading  your  attention.  Gentlemen,  to  those  ob- 
jects which  are  particularly  interesting  to  the  public 
welfare,  the  election  of  a  Senator  to  represent  the  com- 
monwealth in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  appears 
first  in  order  and  importance.  During  the  present  ses- 
sion of  the  federal  Legislature,  the  ratio  of  representa- 
tion, in  the  popular  branch  of  the  government,  will  be 


202  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

fixed  for  the  ensuing  period  of  ten  years;  our  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  foreign  nations  will  probably  be 
settled  on  a  new  basis;  and  there  is  great  reason  to  ex- 
pect, that  a  system  for  establishing  and  regulating  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  will  be  introduced  and 
adopted.  The  jurisdiction  of  Congress  cannot,  I  think 
be  exercised  upon  subjects  more  critical  in  their  origin, 
or  more  extensive  in  their  operation;  on  which  a  greater 
diversity  of  opinion  is  likely  to  arise;  or  in  the  decision 
of  which,  a  free  people  ought  to  be  more  anxious,  to 
give  the  full  expression  of  their  feelings,  and  their  sen- 
timents.— Recollecting,  therefore,  the  weight  of  one 
member  in  the  small  body  of  the  Senate,  you  will  ex- 
cuse me,  if  I  am  solicitous,  that  considerations  respect- 
ing the  magnitude  of  the  end,  should  suppress  every 
doubt,  and  reconcile  every  variance  respecting  the 
forms  of  the  proceeding;  so  that  Pennsylvania  may,  at 
this  juncture,  enjoy  the  w^hole  force  of  her  legitimate 
influence  in  the  councils  of  the  Union.  To  you.  Gentle- 
men, no  argument  can  be  offered,  which  a  sense  of  pub- 
lic duty,  and  an  ardent  attachment  to  the  honor  and 
prosperity  of  jour  country,  will  not  spontaneously  sug- 
gest :  you  feel,  and  I  am  confident,  you  will  act,  as  be- 
comes the  importance  of  the  occasion;  and  under  this 
impression  I  cheerfully  dismiss  the  subject  with  inform- 
ing you,  that  by  the  returns  from  the  several  districts 
it  appears,  that  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Frederick  Augus- 
tus Muhlenburg,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister, 
Israel  Jacobs,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Andrew  Gregg  and 
William  Findley,  are  duly  elected  Representatives  of 
this  state  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  next  term  of  two  years. 

If  the  supplement  to  the  judiciary  bill,  which  was 
particularly  recommended  to  your  consideration  by  the 
late  House  of  Representatives,  should  introduce  an 
enquiry  into  the  general  state  of  the  department,  you 
will  find  that  although  the  foundation  is  admirably 
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laid,  some  additions  are  necessary  to  -complete  the 
strength  and  beauty  of  the  superstructure.  Besides 
pursuing  the  objects  of  the  supplementary  bill,  to  which 
I  have  adverted,  the  enlargement  of  the  equitable 
powers  of  our  courts  of  law,  seems  to  be  expedient: 
not  only  as  it  would  promote  the  ordinary  administra- 
tion of  justice,  but  as  the  means  of  placing  the  scene  of 
domestic  litigation,  upon  an  equal  footing  with  con- 
troversies, arising  between  the  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  citizens  of  other  states,  or  foreigners, 
which,  giving  immediate  jurisdiction  to  the  federal 
courts,  may  be  conducted  by  rules  less  rigid,  and  de- 
cided upon  principles  more  liberal.  I  have,  on  a  former 
occasion,  observed,  that  the  laws,  respecting  bank- 
rupcty,  are,  likewise,  defective  in  several  points ;  and  I 
cannot  avoid  repeating,  that  the  want  of  an  appeal 
from  the  mere  doubt  of  the  Commissioners  (which 
doubt  is  all  the  act  requires  to  justify  the  refusal  of 
a  certificate)  may  hereafter  be  the  source  of  extreme 
oppression;  and  apparently,  indeed,  militates  against 
the  constitutional  right  of  trial  by  jury.  Whatever 
may  be  the  objections,  therefore,  to  the  introduction  of 
a  system  of  bankrupt  laws,  I  am  persuaded,  that,  when 
introduced,  you  will  think  it  proper  in  this,  as  well  as 
in  every  other  respect,  while  you  guard  against  fraudu- 
lent practices,  to  protect  and  countenance  the  honest, 
though  unfortunate  trader.  In  reviewing  the  laws  for 
the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  and  those  which  regulate 
attachments,  many  opportunities  of  making  amend- 
ments will  occur;  and  a  provision  in  the  act  respecting 
juries,  which  shall,  on  the  one  hand,  render  a  fairer 
compensation  for  the  juror's  service,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  impose  a*heavier  fine  on  his  neglect  or  refusal  to 
perform  it,  would,  in  effect,  diminish  the  burthen  of  this 
indispensable  duty,  by  giving  certainty  and  dispatch 
to  the  business  of  our  courts.  I  will  only  further  re- 
mind jou,  as  matter  for  deliberation   naturally    con- 
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nected  with  the  subject,  that  the  institution  of  a  gen- 
eral fee-bill,  and  the  declaration  of  the  forms  in  which 
actions  may  be  brought  and  prosecuted  against  the 
commonwealth,  will  be  considerably  useful  in  discharg- 
ing the  various  offices  of  government:  And,  while  I 
refer  you  to  a  report  from  the  inspectors  of  the  prison 
of  Philadelphia,  for  a  pleasing  proof  of  the  salutary 
consequences  which  the  reformation  of  the  penal  code 
has  produced,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  pay  a  proper 
attention  to  the  opinion  that  the  board  has  expressed, 
upon  the  expediency  of  abolishing  what  are  termed  the 
jail  fees. 

In  the  executive  department  some  points  will  like- 
wise claim  your  regard.  'Since  the  establishment  of  the 
present  constitution,  temporary  laws  have  been  passed, 
to  transfer,  in  the  aggregate,  all  the  powers  of  the  late 
Supreme  Executive  Council,  to  the  Governor  of  the 
commonwealth:  But,  as  many  of  those  powers  could 
be  more  conveniently',  and  more  advantageously,  ex- 
ercised in  other  offices,  I  should  be  happy,  if  an  oppor- 
tunity occurs,  to  see  them  analyzed,  and  properly  dis- 
tributed. For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  department,  I  conceive  that  a  general  provision 
should  be  made,  in  order  to  meet  the  section  of  the  con- 
stitution which  declares,  that  no  money  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury,  but  in  consequence  of  appropria- 
tions made  b}-  law;  and,  if  a  permanent  authority  were 
given  to  superintendent  the  publication  of  the  acts  of 
Assembly,  that  business  would  be  facilitated,  and  the 
information  of  your  proceedings  with  greater  expedi- 
tion commauicated  to  our  constituents.  You  will  in- 
dulge me.  Gentlemen,  in  adding  one  wish  of  a  more 
personal  nature;  that,  as  far  as  your  conveniency  will 
permit,  bills  may  be  delivered,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Executive,  sometime  before  the  day  fixed  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  Legislature:  For,  hitherto  most  of 
the  laws  have  been  transmitted  at  so  late  a  period  of 
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the  session,  that  there  was  hardly  time  to  persne  them, 
much  less  to  deliberate  on  their  contents. 

The  improved  state  of  our  finances,  the  rapid  pro- 
gress that  has  been  made  in  the  settlement  and  liqui- 
dation of  old  transactions  and  engagements,  and  the 
consequent  decrease  of  business  in  the  respective  offi- 
ces, must  render  this  period  favorable  for  reviewing 
and  reforming  the  department  of  accounts.  The  pres- 
ent system  is,  indeed,  defecti^^e  even  in  its  foundation; 
in  some  instances  furnishing  no  adequate  check;  and, 
in  otherS;  producing  confusion  and  embarrassment,  by 
the  complication  of  its  forms.  Of  the  former  kind,  is 
that  provision,  by  which  the  Treasurer  is  authorized 
to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  revenue  officers,  from 
whom  he  receives  the  public  money;  and,  with  the  lat- 
ter kind  may  be  classed,  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  commonwealth. at  different  places,  and  by  differ- 
ent persons;  and,  generally  speaking,  all  the  consequ- 
ences of  an  undigested  distribution  of  duties,  between 
the  Comptroller  General  and  the  Register  General. 

As  I  am  persuaded.  Gentlemen,  that  this  subject  will 
soon  engage  your  attention,  I  am  induced  to  add  a  few 
hints,  from  the  statement  which  the  officers  have  pre- 
sented to  me,  in  order  to  facilitate  your  investigation. 
It  would,  I  think,  be  a  radical  improvement  in  the  de- 
partment, if  all  the  accounts  which  are  rendered  and 
settled,  were  deposited  in  one  office,  and  the  books  of 
entry  in  the  other.  This  separation  would  not  only  add 
to  the  security  of  the  public  documents,  as  in  case  of  an 
accidental  destruction  of  the  accounts,  the  books  might 
remain;  but  it  would  likewise,  enable  each  officer,  from 
the  materials  in  his  own  possession,  to  collect  and 
furnish,  upon  all  occasions,  the  necessary  information; 
and  a  chain  of  coimection  often  blending  public  trans- 
actions, each  would  have  it  in  his  power,  without  diffi- 
culty or  delay,  to  unravel  and  check  the  accounts  under 
examination,  by  comparing  them  with  the  correspond- 
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ing  vouchers.  Several  advantages,  likewise,  concur 
to  justify  a  proposal,  that  books  should  be  opened  in 
the  Eegister's  office,  in  which  accounts  shall  be  kept 
with  such  of  the  public  creditors  as  may  choose  to  give 
up  the  certificates  which  they  at  present  hold,  for  others 
in  all  respects  similar,  except  that  the  new  certificates 
shall  not  be  transferable,  although  the  debts,  of  which 
they  are  the  evidences,  may  still  be  assigned,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  with  the  same  effect,  as  the  debt  of 
the  United  States.  This  measure  would  prevent  the 
necessity  of  cutting  up  certificates  to  accommodate 
purchasers  at  the  Land-office;  it  would  be  convenient 
to  the  individual  creditor,  by  enabling  him  to  divide 
his  claim  into  any  sums  that  his  wants  might  require; 
rendering  the  property  more  safe  from  fire  and  other 
accidents,  it  would  relieve  the  Legislature  from  fre- 
quent applications  for  the  renewal  of  lost  certificates; 
and,  if  it  had  not  the  effect  of  immediately  appreciating 
the  state  debt,  it  would,  at  least,  render  all  the  business 
respecting  it  more  uniform  and  stable. 

A  provision  for  cancelling  those  certificates  of  the 
state  debt,  which,  being  redeemed,  are  deposited  in  the 
treasury,  in  the  same  manner,  that  the  certificates  in 
the  possession  of  the  Comptroller  General,  are  directed 
to  be  cancelled,  would,  I  believe,  be  useful;  and  it  might 
perhaps,  with  propriety  be  extended  to  such  certificates 
as  shall  in  future  be  paid  to  the  Receiver  General  of  the 
Land-office;  allowing  that  officer  to  produce  an  authen- 
ticated document  of  the  amount,  which  may,  from  time 
to  time,  be  cancelled,  as  a  voucher  in  the  settlement 
of  his  accounts.  In  addition  to  these  regulations,  I 
am  prompted  by  a  desire  of  preserving  uniformity  in 
pecuniary  transactions  and  statements,  as  well  as  by 
the  greater  conveniency  of  the  method,  which  has  been 
adopted  at  the  treasury  of  the  Union,  and  at  the  sev- 
eral banks,  to  recommend  that  the  Legislature  should 
prescribe  a  period,  after  which  all  accounts  between 
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Uie  state  and  her  officers,  shall  be  kept  in  dollars  and 
cents. 

You  will  receive  by  the  Secretary,  Gentlemen,  a  copy 
of  the  joint  report  which  the  Comptroller  General,  the 
Register  General  and  the  Treasurer  have  made  upon 
the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  commonwealth;  intro- 
duced by  a  recapitulation  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  last  year;  and  particular  representations 
of  the  receipts  and  payments  in  the  bills  of  credit  of 
March,  1785,  in  the  state  money  and  in  the  dollar 
money;  together  with  a  view  of  the  real  estate  of  the 
commonwealth;  of  the  situation  of  the  fund  appropri- 
ated for  the  improvement  of  roads  and  navigable 
waters;  and  of  the  opei^ation  of  the  sinking  fund,  dur- 
ing the  same  period.  The  estimate  of  the  productive 
revenues  for  the  current  year,  amounts  to  seventy-one 
thousand,  three  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds, 
three  shillings  and  eight  pence,  and  the  various  de- 
mands for  the  public  service,  will  require  a  sum  of  sixty- 
seven  thousand,  three  hundred  and  seventy-two 
pounds.  But,  Gentlemen,  it  will  be  prudent  always  to 
remember,  that  although  the  arrearages  of  taxes  on  the 
present,  as  on  every  former,  occasion,  constitute  a  con- 
siderable item  in  the  calculation  of  our  resources,  yet 
as  the  extent  of  the  exonerations,  which  have  been 
sanctioned  by  law,  has  not  been  completely  ascertained, 
and  as  the  difficulty  of  collection  naturally  encreases 
with  the  delay,  our  expectations  on  this  ground  have 
been,  and,  probably  will  continue  to  be,  greatly  dis- 
appointed. 

The  property  which  the  state  possesses  in  the  stock 
of  the  United  States,  will  require,  and  merits,  particu- 
lar attention.  It  appears  from  the  report,  to  which  I 
have  just  referred,  that  the  subscription  of  the  state 
debt  to  the  funding  system  amounts,  at  this  time,  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty-two  thousand,  six  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  pounds,  fourteen  shillings  and  one  penny; 
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but  the  proportion  of  the  assumed  debt,  allotted  to 
Pennsylvania,  being  two  million,  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  she  will  be  entitled  to  receive  an  annual 
surplus  of  interest,  equal  to  the  sum  of  twenty  thou- 
sand, nine  hundred  and  eighty-four  pounds,  eight  shil- 
lings and  five  pence.  This,  however,  is  subject  to  a 
deduction  for  the  interest  that  the  state  has  engaged 
to  pay  to  the  subscribers  in  order  to  make  up  the  rate 
of  six  per  cent,  upon  their  respective  claims ;  to  an  al- 
lowance for  that  part  of  the  state  debt  which  was  as- 
sumable,  and  is  not  subscribed;  and  to  a  charge  for 
that  part  which  shall  be  deemed  not  to  be  within  the 
assumption.  The  product  of  the  subscription  which 
was  made  immediately  on  behalf  of  the  commonwealth 
before  the  loan  was  closed,  amounts,  in  six  per  cent, 
stock,  to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
thousand  and  forty-nine  pounds,  eighteen  shillings  and 
four  pence;  in  the  three  per  cent,  stock  to  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thousand,  five  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  pounds,  fifteen  shillings  and  two  pence; 
and  in  the  deferred  stock  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  thousand  and  twenty-four  pounds,  nine- 
teen shillings  and  one  penny.  But  the  first  article,  be- 
ing allotted  to  discharge  the  Proprietary  claim,  affords 
an  unappropriated  balance  of  only  forty-two  thousand, 
six  hundred  and  twenty-seven  pounds,  sixteen  shillings 
and  five  pence;  the  second  article,  being  liable  to 
various  demands,  leaves  a  balance  of  four  hundred  and 
fifty-five  thousand,  four  hundred  and  thirty-six  pounds, 
nineteen  shillings  and  two  pence;  and  in  the  third  ar- 
ticle, after  deducting  the  recent  sales  to  pay  the  in- 
terest of  the  funded  and  depreciation  debt,  the  state 
is  still  entitled  to  the  sum  of  ninety-seven  thousand, 
nine  hundred  and  fifty-one  pounds,  four  shillings  and 
one  penny. 

The  fund  arising  from  the  aggregate  of  these  credits, 
has,  Gentlemen,  been  hitherto  properly  employed,  in 
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discharging  the  debts  of  the  commonwealth;  but  I  am 
desirous  that  jou  should  now  take  it  into  serious  con- 
sideration, whether  if  the  public  honor  does  not  re- 
quire, the  public  interest  will  permit,  any  further  di- 
minution of  the  capital.  The  many  other  sources  from 
which  supplies  may  be  advantageously  drawn  for  the 
support  of  government,  will  leave  even  the  interest  dis 
engaged  for  purposes  of  public  enterprize  and  utility 
and  when  we  reflect  that  a  similar  opportunity  of  ac 
cumulating  wealth,  will  never  probably  occur;  or  that 
when  this  is  expended,  all  the  public  wants  and  exigen 
cies  must  be  satisfied  and  relieved,  by  a  direct  and  con 
stant  pressure  of  taxation  on  the  people,  you  will,  I  am 
persuaded,  agree  with  me,  that  in  future  every  act 
which  trespasses  upon  the  principal  of  the  stock,  ought 
to  be  the  result  of  mature  deliberation. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 
The  sentiment,  which  I  have  just  advanced,  applies 
particularly  to  your  jurisdiction  in  the  matters  of 
finance.  I  am  confident  that  you  will  make  an  ample 
provision,  in  the  most  eligible  manner,  to  defray  the 
necessary  expenses  of  the  government,  and  to  preserve 
the  honorable  system  that  has  been  introduced,  for  dis- 
charging our  public  engagements.  But,  while  you  are 
doing  this,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  your  con- 
sideration, the  expediency  of  raising  a  small  contribu- 
tion from  the  estates  of  our  constituents,  in  aid  of  the 
general  revenues  of  the  commonwealth.  By  this  meas- 
ure, seasonably  adopted,  you  will  prevent  the  incon- 
veniency  of  imposing  taxes  upon  every  occasion ;  which 
must,  otherwise,  as  I  have  observed,  unavoidably  take 
place,  when  our  property  in  the  funds  of  the  Union  shall 
be  exhausted ;  and  if  such  a  contribution  were  expressly 
and  conclusively  applied  to  the  support  of  government, 
the  expense  of  the  administration  of  the  public  affairs, 
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being  always  known  and  felt  by  the  people,  would  ex- 
cite that  vigilance,  which  is  the  best  preservative  of  a 
free  and  republican  constitution. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  objects  of  revenue,  per- 
mit me  to  remind  you,  that  no  fund  is  appropriated  to 
pay  the  promised  interest,  on  that  part  of  the  funded 
and  depreciation  debt,  w^hich  is  assumable,  but  not 
subscribed  to  the  loan  proposed  by  Congress;  and  the 
faith  of  the  state  being  pledged  to  redeem,  in  the  course 
of  the  next  year,  the  bills  of  credit,  which  were  issued 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five,  you  will  be  pleased  to  consider,  whether,  for  that 
purpose,  some  special  step  ought  not  to  be  taken  at  this 
session,  as  well  as  for  destroying  the  sum  which  is  now 
accumulated  at  the  treasury.  I  shall  also,  be  under 
the  necessity  of  requesting  the  aid  of  a  supplementary 
appropriation,  to  discharge  the  expenses,  which  have 
been  recently  incurred  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers. 
As  the  lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Alleghany,  however, 
has  not  yet  made  his  return  upon  the  subject,  I  am  un- 
able to  furnish  an  accurate  statement  of  the  deficiency; 
but  an  account  of  the  sums  which  have  been  disbursed 
will  be  laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives : 
Among  the  records  of  the  General  Assembly,  you  will 
find  a  variety  of  papers,  which  point  out  the  necessity 
of  establishing  a  more  effectual  mode  to  enforce  the  col- 
lection of  the  arrearages  of  taxes;  and  there  are  diffi- 
culties in  carrying  certain  assessments  into  effect,  for 
the  removal  of  which,  the  assistance  of  the  Legislature 
has  already  been  requested.  Some  regulations  for 
rendering  the  revenue,  arising  from  the  several  kinds 
of  licenses,  more  productive  and  more  equal,  seems  to 
be  necessary;  and  it  may  be  proper  to  renew  the  pro- 
visions which  were  formerly  made,  for  disposing  of  the 
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barracks  in  the  borough  of  Lancaster;  and  to  author- 
ize further  proceedings,  with  respect  to  the  forfeited, 
or  unsold,  part  of  the  barrack  ground,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Philadelphia.  An  act  for  the  inspection 
of  gun-powder,  and  some  improvements  in  the  institu- 
tion of  the  Health-office,  will  be  suggested,  as  well  by 
the  documents,  which  have  formerly  been  transmitted, 
as  by  those  which  I  shall  direct  to  be  presented  to  you; 
and,  you  will  please  to  observe,  that  the  appropriation 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Wardens  of  the  port, 
extending  no  farther  than  October  last,  your  interposi- 
tion will  again  be  required  in  behalf  of  the  Board.  You 
will  deem  it  proper,  perhaps,  during  your  present  ses- 
sion, to  prescribe  the  manner  of  making  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  state,  agreeably 
to  the  fourth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  consti- 
tution; and  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  public 
islands,  having  been  published  by  order  of  the  preced- 
ing House  of  Representatives,  will  now,  I  presume,  be 
passed  into  a  law. 

The  limitations  of  several  acts  of  Assembly,  will  like- 
wise claim  your  attention,  previous  to  an  adjournment. 
The  act  transferring  the  powers  of  the  late  Supreme 
Executive  Council  to  the  Governor,  and  the  act  for  in- 
stituting the  Board  of  Property,  will  expire  with  the 
present  session.  The  suspension  of  the  act  for  the  in- 
spection of  shingles,  and  the  law  to  enable  aliens  to  pur- 
chase and  hold  real  estates  within  this  commonwealth, 
will  terminate  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1792;  the 
continuance  of  the  provision  for  regulating  the  expor- 
tation of  pot-ash  and  pearl-ash,  is  limited  to  the  twenty- 
second  of  February;  the  necessity  of  obtaining  a  licence 
for  the  exhibition  of  theatrical  entertainments,  will 
cease  on  the  second  day  of  March;  and  the  time  allowed 
for  patenting  lands,  which  were  located  before  the  dec- 
laration of  independence,  will  elapse  on  the  tenth  day 
of  April,  in  the  same  year. 
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It  affords  me  great  satisfaction,  Gentlemen,  to  be 
able  to  close  these  communications  in  mentioning,  that 
upon  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by 
law,  which  report  states,  that  the  subscription  to  the 
capital  stock  for  opening  the  canal  between  the  Creeks 
of  Quitapahilla  and  Tulpehoccon,  exceeds  five  hundred 
shares,  a  patent  of  incorporation  has  been  granted  to 
the  subscribers;  and  bv  informing  you,  that  the  union 
of  the  College  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  has  been  effected,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  Assembly.  From  the  great  en- 
couragement which  has  been  given  to  the  undertaking, 
the  most  flattering  presage  of  success,  in  establishing 
the  canal,  may  be  drawn;  and  the  institution  of  the  as- 
sociated seminaries  of  learning,  upon  a  foundation  so 
enlarged  and  so  enlightened  must,  under  your  auspices, 
prove  an  honor  to  the  state,  and  a  blessing  to  mankind. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  December  9,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  present  State  of  the 
Debtors'  Apartment  in  the  Philadelphia  Prison. 

Gentlemen: 

FROM  SENTIMENTS  OF  HUMANITY,  AND  WITH 
a  view  to  the  improvement  of  that  part  of  the 
law,  which  necessarily  operates  with  its  greatest 
rigour  upon  the  poor  and  the  unfortunate,  I  have 
lately,  in  company  with  the  judges,  examined  the 
interior  management  of  the  debtors,  as  well  as  of  the 
criminals'  apartment  of  the  prison  of  Philadelphia; 
and,  I  confess,  that  the  pleasure  which  I  received,  upon 
this  occasion,  in  observing  the  order,  the  industry, 
and  the  cleanliness,  that  prevailed  in  the  latter,  was 
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greatly  diminished  by  the  extreme  penury  and 
wretchedness  that  appeared  in  the  former. 

Upon  inquiring  into  the  causes  of  this  painful  differ- 
ence, it  is  proper,  to  state,  that  I  did  not  discover  any 
reason  to  reproach  the  Keeper  of  the  debtors'  apart- 
ment, but  only  to  lament  the  radical  defect  in  our 
laws  from  which  it  proceeded :  and  which  may  be  con- 
sidered in  two  respects — the  want  of  a  provision  for 
supporting  the  prisoner,  w^hose  very  confinement  raises 
a  presumption,  that  he  has  it  no  longer  in  his  power 
to  support  himself ;  and  the  want  of  a  competent  allow- 
ance, for  the  services  of  the  Keeper,  who  is,  therefore, 
permitted  to  encrease  the  emolument  of  his  office,  by 
vending  liquors  to  the  persons  committed  to  his  cus- 
tody. 

I  am  confident.  Gentlemen,  that  your  compassion  and 
benevolence  will  be  gratified,  in  having  your  attention 
called  to  this  subject,  which  the  Lregislature  alone  can 
effectually  regulate  and  reform.  There  are,  at  this 
inclement  season,  many  of  our  fellow  creatures,  who, 
under  the  severity  of  civil  process,  for  trifling  debts, 
are  deprived  of  every  opportunity  of  industry,  and  lan- 
guish in  the  jail,  without  clothes,  without  food,  and 
without  fire;  while  those  who  are  confined  for  their 
crimes,  under  the  sentence  of  our  courts,  enjoy  every 
supply  that  is  requisite  to  maintain  life,  and  are  com- 
pelled to  perform  no  greater  labor,  than,  divested  of  the 
idea  of  punishment,  would  be  proper  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  health — Thus  to  be  a  debtor,  would  seem  to  be 
more  offensive  to  the  laws,  than  to  be  a  criminal;  and 
to  be  unfortunate,  must,  sometimes,  be  more  fatal, 
than  to  be  vicious. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  to  offer  to  your 
consideration,  the  propriety  of  making  a  provision,  by 
law,  for  the  maintenance  of  persons,  who  are  impris- 
oned at  the  suit  of  their  creditors;  for  introducing  some 
degree  of  order  and  comfort  into  their  apartments; 
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and  for  giving  an  adequate  salary  to  the  Keeper,  In 
order  to  deprive  him  of  every  pretext,  for  continuing 
the  pernicious  practice  of  keeping  a  tavern  within  thi* 
jail. 

How  far  the  expense  of  these  regulations  should  be 
borne  by  the  public,  or  by  the  respective  plaintiffs, 
you  will  decide;  but,  at  all  events,  the  benign  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  the  philanthropic  disposition  of  our 
constituents,  and  the  characteristic  attachment  of 
the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  principles  of 
freedom,  justice  and  humanity,  afford  the  strongest 
assurance,  that,  when  the  indigent,  the  friendless,  and 
the  afflicted,  are  to  be  relieved,  considerations  of  a 
pecuniary  nature  will  never  prevent,  or  impede,  the 
exercise  of  your  bounty. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  December  22, 1791. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  present  state  of  the 
Western  frontiers  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  DIRECTED  THE  SECRETARY  TO  LAY 
before  you  a  copy  of  the  representation,  which  I 
have  just  received  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Pittsburgh,  respecting  their  apprehensions  of 
an  invasion  by  the  hostile  Indians,  of  the  probable  ac-* 
cumulation  of  the  enemy's  numbers,  and  the  defence- 
less state  of  the  frontiers.  I  shall  transmit  a  similar 
communication  of  this  intelligence  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States;  and,  I  am  confident,  that  every 
exertion  will  be  made  by  the  -Federal  Government,  as 
well  as  by  the  government  of  the  state,  to  guard 
against  and  defeat  the  danger  which  threatens.  For 
the  present,  however,  I  shall  content  myself  with  call- 
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ing  jour  attt^ition  to  the  subject;  and  assuring  you> 
that  every  prei)aratorj  arrangement  in  the  power  of 
the  Executive,  upon  this  occasion,  will  be  made  with 
decision  and  dispatch. 

TFIO.  MIFFF.IN. 
Philadelphia,  December  22,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers. 

Gentlemen: 

IT  GIVES  ME  GREAT  SATISFACTION  TO  COM- 
municate  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  from  which  you  will 
observe,   that  exertions  are  making,   under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Federal  Government,  to  protect,  effectu- 
ally, the  exposed  part  of  the  frontiers. 

THO.  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  24th  December,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  a  memorial  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Western  Counties  soliciting  the 
aid  of  government  for  their  defence. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  RECEIPT  OF  A  SECOND  MEMORIAL  FROM 
the  inhabitants  of  the  western  counties,  renders 
it  necessary  again  to  call  your  attention  to  their 
defence  and  protection,  at  the  present  critical  period. 
How  far  you  shall  think  it  proper  to  adopt  the  mode 
of  defence  suggested  in  this  memorial,  or  to  leave  that 
object  to'  the  consideration  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, 1  w^ill  not  presume  to  conjecture:  But,  you  will 
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permit  me  to  observe,  that  a  further  supply  of  arms 
and  ammunition  for  the  militia,  seems  to  be  indispensa- 
ble, as  a  part  of  them  must  be  called  into  service,  be- 
fore it  is  probable  the  force  of  the  Union  can  afford 
effectual  relief.  The  anxiety  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
who  reside  on  the  frontiers,  is  natural;  and,  I  am  con- 
fident, that  in  making  the  necessary  appropriation, 
you  will  act  upon  the  principles  of  a  warm  and  generous 
sympathy. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
rhiladelphia,  29th  December,  1791. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the    situation    on  the 
frontiers. 

Gentlemen: 

I  HAVE  DIRECTED  THE  COMMUNICATIONS, 
which  I  received  from  Pittsburgh  by  the  post  this 
morning,  to  be  laid  before  you;  and  you  will  per- 
mit me,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  repeat,  that  the 
very  alarming  situation  of  our  fellow  citizens  on  the 
frontiers,  requires,  upon  every  principle  of  policy  and 
humanity,  the  immediate  exertions  of  government. 
A  plan  of  defensive  operation  has  been  recently  pro- 
posed to  me  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
which,  as  it  claims,  in  some  respects,  the  sanction  of 
the  Legislature,  I  submit  to  your  consideration;  and 
should  it  be  approved,  you  will  be  pleased,  besides 
making  an  adequate  appropriation  of  money  for  arms 
and  ammunition,  to  decide  upon  the  f)ropriety  of  en- 
larging, for  a  limited  time,  the  powers  of  the  Execu- 
tive, so  as  to  authorize  the  employment  of  drafts  from 
the  militia  for  a  longer  period  than  two  mon\hs;  and, 
generally,  to  enable  me  to  co-operate  in  the  measures 
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of  llie  Federal  Government,  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  commonwealth. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  eJanuary  G,  1792. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  reported  capture  of 
Fort  Franklin  by  the  Indians. 

Gentlemen: 

TO  RELIEVE  YOU  FROM  THE  ANXIETY  ARIS- 
ing  from  the  current  report,  that  fort  Franklin 
has  been  taken  by  the  Indians,  I  have  directed 
the  Secretary  to  lay  before  you,  a  copy  of  a  letter  that 
I  have  received,  by  this  day's  post,  from  the  inhabitants 
of  Pittsburgh,  which  bears  a  date  subsequent  to  the 
information  on  which  that  report  is  founded. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  13th  January,  1792. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  a  memorial  from  the 
Society  for  improving  the  roads  and  inland  naviga- 
tion. 

Gentlemen:  . 

THE  SOCIETY  FOR  PROMOTING  THE  IM- 
provement  of  roads  and  inland  navigation,  have 
stated  to  me  various  defects  in  the  legislative 
plan,  respecting  those  important  objects,  and  proposed 
a  variety  of  improvements  for  extending  the  communi- 
cations between  the  different  parts  of  the  state,  I  sub- 
mit their  memorial  to  your  consideration,  in  full  confi- 
dence, that  it  will  receive  the  attention  which  is  due 
to  researches  of  such  a  patriotic  nature.     It  has  also 
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been  suggested  to  me,  that  a  great  general  road  from 
Philadelphia  to  Lake  Erie  might  be  advantageously 
established,  so  as  to  strike  the  line  which  the  Society 
have  delineated  on  the  map,  accompanying  their  me- 
morial, at  Spring  Creek,  and  which,  with  the  proper 
off-sets,  would  effectually  accommodate  the  country 
that  they  propose  to  traverse. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  12th  January,  1792. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  certain  demands  made 
upon  the  Governor  of  Virginia  for  the  surrender  of 
fugitives  from  the  justice  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 

IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  REQUEST  OF  THE 
Governor  of  Virginia,  I  have  directed  the  Secre- 
tary to  lay  before  you  a  variety  of  communica- 
tions, respecting  the  several  demands  which,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  were  formerly 
made  upon  the  Executive  of  that  state,  for  surrender- 
ing certain  persons,  as  fugitives  from  the  justice  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  should  you  be  desirous  of  obtain- 
ing farther  information  upon  the  facts  that  are  in- 
volved in  these  subjects,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the 
address  and  the  documents,  which  were  delivered  to 
the  Legislature,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  August 
last. 

This  representation  from  the  state  of  Virginia  ap- 
pears, in  some  respects,  to  be  founded  upon  misinfor- 
mation, as  to  the  facts;  and,  in  others,  upon  a  miscon- 
ception, as  to  the  law.  In  the  case  of  the  demand  for 
delivering  up  the  persons,  who  had  forcibly  carried 
off  a  free  negro,  it  is  indeed  avowed  that  the  act  was 
copimitted,  but  the  authority  of  the  state  to  render 
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it  criminal,  the  circumstances  which  constitute  a  flight 
in  the  offenders,  and  the  operative  sanction  given  to 
the  demand  by  the  present  constitution  of  the  Union, 
are  still  doubted  and  denied.  I  trust,  however,  that  it 
will  not  be  thought  necessary,  at  this  day,  to  assert 
the  sovereignty  of  the  state,  within  her  own  territory, 
upon  matters  of  internal  policy.  She  had  the  unalien- 
ated power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject,  which  has 
produced  the  controversy ;  her  law  defined  and  declared 
the  offence;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  her  officers,  if  they 
cannot  prevent,  to  punish  every  violation.  The  of- 
fence, it  is  true,  can  only  be  committed,  or  punished, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  government  by  whose 
authority  the  law  is  enacted;  but,  when  committed, 
whether  by  citizens,  or  by  strangers,  the  Federal  obli- 
gation of  the  states  expressly  provides  against  that 
impunity,  which  flight'  into  another  country,  might 
otherwise  afford.  The  documents,  that  have  been 
transmitted  by  the  Executive  of  Virginia,  proving  that 
the  citizens  of  that  state  made  an  irruption  into  Penn- 
sylvania, with  the  immediate  purpose  of  carrying  off 
the  negro  in  question,  the  moment  that  the  act  wa^ 
committed,  those  persons  became  offenders,  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  law;  and  the  moment  that  they 
retired  from  the  jurisdiction  of  this  state,  they  became 
fugitives  from  justice,  within  the  meaning  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Nor  can  it  be  of  any 
importance  to  the  inquiry,  whether  the  circumstances 
stated,  respecting  the  original  condition  of  the  negro, 
are  true  or  not;  since  the  law^s  of  Pennsylvania,  though 
they  will  not  permit  violence,  or  injustice,  supply  an 
adequate  remedy  for  every  wrong.  If  the  negro  was 
not  lawfully  emancipated  he  would  have  been  restored 
to  his  master  upon  a  peaceable  application  to  a  compe- 
tent tribunal;  but,  if  by  the  benevolent  operation  of  an 
act  of  the  General  Assembly,  (which  has  long  been 
esteemed  an  honor  and  an  ornament  to  our  code)  he 
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has  obtaiued  his  freedom,  it  is  surely  incumbent  on 
the  power  that  bestowed  the  blessing,  to  protect  him 
in  the  enjoyment  of  it.  Thus,  the  claim  to  the  services 
of  the  negro,  if  just,  did  not  require  force  to  maintain 
it;  and  if  unjust,  force  can  never  alter  its  nature,  or 
expiate  the  injury  which,  in  effect,  it  perpetrates. 

But,  independent  of  these  considerations,  it  will  be 
remembered,  that  in  the  case  of  the  negro,  who  was 
deprived  of  his  liberty,  as  well  as  the  case  of  the 
Indians,  who  lost  their. lives  on  Beaver  Creek,  the 
grand  inquest  of  the  proper  county  have  brought  the 
several  accusations  against  the  persons,  that  were 
named  in  the  respective  requisitions  presented  to  the 
Executive  of  Virginia.  The  investigation  of  the  facts, 
therefore,  rests  with  another  tribunal,  and  ought  not 
to  be  unnecessarily  discussed  in  an  extra  judicial  man- 
ner :  but  if  the  solemn  presentments  of  a  grand  inquest 
are  to  be  considered  as  charges;  if  the  facts  stated  in 
those  several  presentments  amount  to  crimes,  or,  in 
other  words,  if  our  laws  have  any  force,  even  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  commonwealth;  and  if  strangers, 
who  having  wilfully  committed  an  offence  against  the 
municipal  law  of  Pennsylvania,  retire  to  a  neighbour- 
ing state,  may  be  denominated  fugitives  from  justice; 
then  every  member  of  the  section  of  the  Federal  con- 
stitution, which  authorizes  the  demand  as  a  prelimi- 
nary to  the  trial  of  the  offenders,  is  amply  satisfied  on 
the  present  occasion;  and  neither  policy,  justice,  nor 
candor,  will  admit  a  construction  of  that  constitution, 
which,  at  the  time  of  the  ratification,  shall  place  the 
citizens  of  the  Union  in  a  state  of  nature,  and  declare 
the  antecedent  period  to  be  now  free  from  every  Fed- 
eral compact,  or  obligation. 

I  have  thought  it  proper,  Gentlemen,  to  accompany 
the  papers  from  Virginia  with  these  explanatory  re- 
marks; and  I  shall  take  an  opportunity  of  communi- 
cating m;^'  sentiments  upon  the  subject  to  the  Execq- 
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tive  of  that  state,  from  whose  candor,  judgment  and 
patfiotism,  I  expect  every  satisfaction  that  the  case 
requires.  That  part  of  the  communication  which 
alleges  that  some  irregularities  have  been  committed 
by  the  citizens  of  this  state,  in  seducing  and  harboring 
the  slaves  of  the  Virginians,  I  shall  also  endeavour  to 
investigate;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  we  may  indulge  an 
honest  pride  and  our  sister  state  enjoy  a  reasonable 
consolation,  in  reflecting,  that  the  courts  of  justice 
are  invested  with  full  powers  to  redress  every  injury 
which  one  individual  can  suffer  from  another;  and  that 
those  powers  will  certainly  be  exercised  with  vigilance, 
wisdom  and  impartiality. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  25th  January,  1792. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  a  report  from  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  view  ^nd  mark  out  a  road 
from  Middle  ferry  on  Schuylkill  to  the  borough  of 
Lancaster. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  A  REPORT  FROM  THE  COM- 
missioners  who  were  appointed  to  view  and  mark 
out  a  road,  leading  from  the  Middle-ferry,  on 
Sehu3"lkill,  to  the  borough  of  Lancaster,  in  compliance 
with  the  legislative  resolution  of  the  thirtieth  of  Sep- 
tember last;  and  as  the  copying  of  the  drafts  which 
accompany  the  report  would  occasion  a  considerable 
delay  in  making  this  important  communication,  I  have 
directed  the  Secretary  to  deliver  the  originals  to  the 
House  of  Representatives;  by  whom  they  will,  I  pre- 
sume, be  transmitted,  for  information,  to  the  Senate, 
in  the  progress  of  any  bill  that  may  be  framed  upon 
the  subject. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  1st  February,  1792. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  recent  Communica- 
tions from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  regarding  the 
surrender  of  fugitives  from  Justice  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  THOUGHT  IT  PROPER  TO  TRANSMIT, 
for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  letter,  which  I 
have  written  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  upon 
the  subjects  contained  in  the  communications  lately 
submitted,  at  his  request,  to  your  consideration.  1 
have,  likewise,  added  a  copy  of  the  statement  of  facts, 
with  which  I  have  been  furnished,  respecting  the 
charges  that  are  brought  against  citizens  of  this 
state,  for  seducing  and  harbouring  the  slaves  belong- 
ing to  citizens  of  Virginia. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  15th  February,  1792. 


Further  message  to  the  Assembly  concerning  the 
boundaries  between.  Huntingdon  and  Mifflin  Coun- 
ties and  sundry  other  matters. 

Gentlemen : 

IT  IS  PROPER  TO  INFORM  YOU,  THAT  THE 
question  of  jurisdiction  continuing  to  agitate  the 
minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Hun- 
tingdon and  Mifflin,  and  the  collection  of  county  taxes, 
and  the  enforcement  of  the  militia  laws,  within  the  dis- 
puted district,  threatening  to  interrupt  the  public 
peace  in  that  quarter,  I  have  written  to  the  Commis- 
sioners and  Lieutenants  of  the  respective  counties, 
recommending  a  system  of  moderation  and  forbearance 
in  the  exercise  of  their  several  offices;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  am  sensible,  that  an  early  interposition  of  the 
legislative  authority  can  alone  terminate  the  contest. 
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Permit  me,  Gentlemen,  again  to  express  my  solici- 
tude, that  some  general  provision  should  be  made,  for 
defraying  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Executive 
Department;  charges  for  clerk  hire,  expresses,  firing, 
and  other  articles,  are  unavoidably  incurred;  but  every 
payment,  even  for  these  necessaries,  must  be  appar- 
ently irregular,  until  a  corresponding  appropriation 
has  been  made  by  law. 

Having,  this  day,  approved  and  signed  the  act  of  the 
General  Assembly,  entitled,  "A  supplement  to  the  laws 
made  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  within  this 
commonweiilth,"  I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  take 
the  present  opportunity  to  return  it  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  which  it  originated. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  LGth  February,  1792. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  erection  of  a  man- 
sion for  the  accommodation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Gentlemen: 

IHAA^E  ENDEAVOURED,  IN  THE  PURSUANCE 
of  the  act  which  directs  the  erection  of  a  mansion 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  plan  and  esti- 
mate of  the  expense  of  a  suitable  building;  but  as  the 
execution  of  either  of  the  drafts  that  I  have  received, 
to  correspond  in  any  degree  with  the  dignity  and  de- 
sign of  the  Legislature,  will  require  a  greater  sum  than 
remains  of  the  appropriated  fund,  I  have  thought  it 
l)roper  again  to  refer  the  subject  to  your  consideration. 
And  should  you  upon  the  present  representation  be  dis- 
posed to  augment  the  appropriation,  permit  me  to 
suggest,  that  the  tax  on  pleasurable  carriages  being 
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principally  paid  by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  might, 
with  some  propriety,  perhaps,  be  applied  to  an  object 
which  is  to  be  peculiarly  ornamental  to  the  city,  and 
would,  I  believe,  with  care  and  economy,  be  rendered 
sufficient. 

I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  the  House 
of  Representatives  the  plans  and  the  report  of  the 
agents  on  the  subject.  The  former,  I  presume  will  be 
communicated  to  the  Senate  for  their  information,  and 
returned  to  the  Secretary's  office  when  the  Legislature 
have  examined  them. 

THOlVIxVS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,,  2oth  February,  1792. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  improvements  of 
pubHc  roads  and  notifying  the  reception  of  ratifi- 
cations by  the  State  legislatures  of  amendments  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen : 

WHILE  YOU  ARE  DELIBERATING  UPON  THE 
improvement  of  the  public  roads,  I  think  it 
proper  to  communicate  every  interesting  docu- 
ment that  I  receive  relating  to  the  subject;  and,  there- 
fore, I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  present  to  you  a 
report,  containing  the  opinion  of  the  Agents  of  infor- 
mation, upon  the  proper  course  for  laying  out  the  road 
from  Reading  to  Sunbury. 

By  this  opportunity  you  will,  also,  receive  authenti- 
cated copies  of  the  ratifications,  by  three-fourths  of  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  states,  of  certain  articles 
in  addition  to,  and  amendment  of,  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  proposed  by  Congress;  and  copies 
of  the  following  acts  of  the  Federal  Legislature: 

I.  An  act  concerning  certain  fisheries  of  the  United 
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States,  and  for  the  regulation  and  government  of  the 
fishermen  employed  therein. 

II.  An  act  to  establish  the  post  office  and  post  roads 
within  the  United  States. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  7th  March,  1792. 


Further  message  to  the  Assembly  concerning  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Lake  Erie  tract. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  PAYMENT  OF  THE  CONSIDERATION 
money,  for  the  purchase  of  the  tract  of  land  bor- 
dering on  Lake  Erie,  having  been  completed, 
agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  I  have  now  the 
pleasure  to  transmit,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of 
the  instrument  of  conveyance,  fi*om  the  United  States 
to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania:  the  original  I  shall  direct 
to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  9th  March,  1792. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  a  representation  from 
the  President  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  DUE  AND  PUNCTUAL  ADMINISTRATION 
of  justice,  being  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
happiness  of  the  people,  and  to  the  reputation 
of  the  government,  it  is  my  duty  to  refer  to  your  con- 
sideration, every  suggestion  of  a  defect  in  our  judiciary 
establishment.     I  have  therefore  directed  the  Secre- 
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tary  to  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  a  letter,  which  has  been 
addressed  to  me  by  the  President  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  and,  I  am 
confident,  that  you  will  exercise  the  remedial  authority 
of  the  Legislature,  upon  the  subject  of  his  representa- 
tion, with  wisdom  and  liberality. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  19th  March,  1792. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  a  representation  from 
the  Wardens  of  the  Port. 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  DIRECTED  THE  SECRETARY  TO  LAY 
before  you  a  copy  of  the  representation  from  the 
Wardens  of  the  Port,  from  which  it  appears,  that 
some  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  the  support  of 
that  Board  during  the  present  session. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  March  27th,  1792. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  loan  from  the  Bank 
of  North  America,  and  approving  a  certain  act  of 
the  Assembly. 

Gentlemen: 

HAVING  REPAID  THE  LOAN  OF  FIFTY  THOU 
sand  pounds,  which  was  borrowed  from  the  Bank 
of  North  America,  and  settled  the  legislative 
grant  to  the  late  Proprietaries,  agreeably  to  law,  I  have 
directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  you  copies  of  th«.^ 
final  statement  of  those  transactions,  and  of  the  ac- 
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quittance  given  to  the  commonwealth  by  the  Agent  of 
Messieurs  Penn. 

The  present  opportunity  will  likewise  be  taken  to 
return  to  the  House  of  Representatives  an  act  of  the 
General  Assembly,  entitled,  "A  supplement  to  the  sev- 
eral acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  common- 
wealth for  distributing  the  donation  lands  promised 
to  the  troops  of  this  state,"  which  I  have,  this  day,  ap- 
proved and  signed. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  6th  April,  1792. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Representatives  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  United  States  Congress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

BY   THOMAS   MIFFLIN,   GOVERNOR   OF   THE 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

[Signed]  T.  Mifflin. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided  in  and  by  an 
act  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled, 
"An  act  directing  the  time,  places  and 
manner  of  holding  elections  for  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  this  State 

in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 

and  for  the  Electors  of  a  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,"  that  the 
Governor,  having  received  the  returns  of  the  election 
from  the  Sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  respective  Sheriffs  of  the  several  other  coun- 
ties of  the  Commonwealth,  shall  enumerate  and  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  votes  for  each  and  every  person 
voted  for,  as  representatives  in  Congress  and  there- 
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upon  declare  by  proclamation  the  names  of  the  per 
sons  duly  elected  and  chosen  to  serve  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  The  United  States  for  two  years, 
to  commence  from  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 

And  whereas,  it  appears  by  the  returns  which  I  have 
received  that  William  Finley,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Irvine,  John 
Wilks  Kittera,  Thomas  Hartley,  Peter  Muhlenberg, 
Thomas  Fitzsimmons,  Andrew  Gregg,  James  Arm- 
strong, William  Montgomery,  John  Smilie,  and  Thomas 
Scott  are  the  thirteen  persons  for  whom  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  were  given  at  the  said  election,  held  on 
Tuesday  the  Ninth  day  of  October  last. 

Now  therefore  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation,  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  William  Fin- 
ley,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Daniel  Heister, 
William  Irvine,  John  Wilks  Kittera,  Thomas  Hartley, 
Peter  Muhlenberg,  Thomas  Fitzsimmons,  Andrew 
Gregg,  James  Armstrong,  William  Montgomery,  John 
Smilie,  and  Thomas  Scott  are  duly  elected  and  chosen 
Representatives  of  the  People  of  this  Commonwealth 
to  serve  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  for  two  years,  to  commence  from  the  said  fourth 
day  of  March  next. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Philadelphia,  the  thirtieth  day  of  October  in 
the  year  of  Our  Lord  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-two,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  seventeenth. 

By  the  Governor, 

A.  J.  Dallas, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Note.— The  original  has  interlineations  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Dallas 
showing  that  it  was  used  as  the  model  for  the  proclamation  of  the  election 
of   presidential   electors   shortly  after. 
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Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly — 1792. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives : 

THE  FLOTJKISHJNG  SITUATION  OF  PENNSYL- 
vania,  continues  to  afford  a  subject  for  congratu- 
lation. As  an  individual  state,  she  is  happy  in 
the  accumulating  blessings  of  her  agriculture,  her  com- 
merce, and  her  citizens;  while,  as  a  conspicuous  mem- 
ber of  the  union,  she  shares,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
the  honour  and  credit,  which  the  national  character 
has  attained.  Whether,  indeed,  we  take  a  retrospec- 
tive view  of  the  contest  and  distress,  from  which  we 
have,  ourselves,  but  recently  escaped;  or  contemplate 
the  calamities,  to  which  the  nations  of  Europe  are, 
at  the  present  period,  exposed;  the  comparative  happi- 
ness of  America,  scarcely  leaves  the  patriotic  mind 
occasion  for  a  wish,  independent  of  the  safety  and  pre- 
servation of  the  source  from  which  it  flows. 

With  a  due  respect  to  the  benevolent  dispensations 
of  Providence,  I  think  we  cannot  err,  in  ascribing  the 
prosperity  of  our  country,  to  the  frame  and  operations 
of  her  political  institutions.  In  the  origin  and  con- 
struction of  most  governments,  the  traces  of  accident 
and  force  are  obvious;  and  the  principles  of  equality 
and  freedom  seem  to  be  studiously  resisted:  but  this 
remark  serves  only  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  ex- 
ample, which  America  presents;  and  to  endear  to  her 
citizens  the  reflection,  that  the  constitution  of  the 
union  (as  well  as  the  cons-titutions  of  the  respective 
states)  is  the  genuine  offspring  of  reason,  deliberation, 
and  independence; — formed  by  the  wisdom,  and  es- 
tablished by  the  virtue,  of  the  people. 

W^hile,  however,  I  deliver  this  short,  but  just,  enco- 
mium upon  the  nature  of  our  federal  compact;  and  ac- 
knowledge, wdth  ardor,  that  the  voice  of  the  people 
can  alone  give  a  legitimate  existence  to  government; 
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permit  me,  Gentlemen,  to  take  this  public  opportunity 
of  adding  a  truth,  equally  manifest  and  important, 
that  obedience  to  the  regular  exercise  of  constitutional 
authority,  can  alone  render  a  free  government  bene- 
ficial and  permanent.  In  granting  the  power  to  leg- 
islate, the  people  virtually  engage,  that  acts  of  legis- 
lation shall  be  held  sacred:  The  constitution,  and  the 
laws  made  under  it,  are,  therefore,  alike  the  evidences 
of  the  public  will,  though  expressed  by  different 
organs;  and  every  unauthorized  opposition  to  either, 
must  be  considered,  in  effect,  as  a  raising  of  the  hand, 
in  contradiction  to  the  tongue. 

I  am  persuaded,  that,  uniting  with  me,  in  lamenting 
the  existence  of  any  cause,  which  can  lead  to  observa- 
tions of  this  kind,  you  will  peruse,  with  pain,  a  commu- 
nication, which  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  made,  and  the  copy  of  the  proclamation  issued  by 
him,  in  consequence  of  certain  irregular  and  refractory 
proceedings,  that  have  taken  place,  in  particular  parts 
of  some  of  the  states,  contravening  the  operation  of 
the  acts  of  Congress,  for  raising  a  revenue  upon  spirits, 
distilled  within  the  territory  of  the  union.  As  far  as  it 
is  in  my  power,  I  have  cheerfully  endeavoured  to  pro- 
mote the  object  of  the  measure,  which  the  President 
has  pursued  on  this  occasion;  and,  indeed,  I  shall  al- 
ways deem  it  an  honorable  and  pleasing  part  of  the 
duties  of  my  office  to  inculcate  a  strict  and  faithful  at- 
tention to  our  federal  obligations :  For,  I  am  sensible, 
that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state,  and  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment, though  distinct,  are  not  adverse;  and  that 
their  interests,  through  whatever  channel  they  may 
pass,  must  forever  be  the  same.  But,  in  making  an  en- 
quiry, how  far  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  have  been 
concerned  in  any  riotous,  or  violent,  opposition,  it  is  just 
to  observe,  that  I  have  found  the  instances  of  outrage 
but  few;  that  the  offenders  have  generally  been  prose- 
qpted;  and  that  in  everj  case  of  a  prosecution  legally 
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supported,  conviction  and  punishment  have  ensued. 
The  documents  on  which  this  information  is  founded 
(together  with  the  various  other  papers  to  which  1 
may  refer)  will  be  presented  for  your  consideration: 
And,  while,  with  great  satisfaction,  I  leave  to  the 
courts  of  justice,  the  vindication  of  the  laws  from 
positive  insult  and  infraction,  I  implicitly  rely  on  the 
aid  of  your  example  and  advice,  to  allay  the  spirit  of 
discontent,  to  cultivate  the  means  of  harmony,  and  to 
excite  a  merited  confidence  in  the  measures  of  the 
general  government. 

There  are  not  wanting.  Gentlemen,  strong  and  inter- 
esting motives  for  the  suppression  of  domestic  con- 
troversies. 'Since  the  settlement  of  America,  so  pow- 
erful and  so  host'ile  a  combination  of  the  Indian  tribes 
has  not  appeared,  as  that  which  now  menaces  the  wes- 
tern fi*ontiers  of  the  United  States.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  origin  of  the  contest,  the  danger  is  com- 
mon, and  the  common  force  of  the  Union  is  necessary 
to  the  defence.  It  is  the  duty,  therefore,  and,  doubt- 
less, the  desire,  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  general  government,  to  afford  pro- 
tection co-extensively  with  their  jurisdiction:  But 
still  we  are  left  to  lament,  that  Pennsylvania,  from 
local  circumstances,  may  occasionally  become  the  seat 
of  the  war;  and,  surely,  a  tribute  of  sympathy  is  pecu- 
liarly due  to  such  of  our  fellow  citizens,  as  are  con- 
stantly exposed  to  the  ravages  of  a  barbarous  enemy. 
The  provision,  which,  under  the  influence  of  this  senti- 
ment, was  made  at  the  last  session  of  the  General 
Assembly,  for  co-operating  with  the  force  of  the  union, 
in  protecting  our  western  frontier,  was  regarded  as  a 
salutary  proof  of  legislative  attention  and  liberality. 
Endeavouring,  on  my  part,  to  give  to  the  execution  of 
the  law,  a  dispatch  and  effect  corresponding  with  the 
design  of  the  Legislature,  I  api)ointed  the  officers  of 
the  three  companies,  and  issued  instructions  for  the 
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proper  enlistment,  the  very  day  on  which  the  act  was 
passed;  and,  as  a  sufficient  number  of  rifles  could  not 
immediately  be  procured  to  arm  the  corps,  I  borrowed 
from  the  Secretary  at  War,  a  temporary  supply  of 
muskets,  to  be  delivered  from  the  magazine  of  the 
United  States  in  Pittsburgh ;  authorizing,  at  the  same 
time,  an  allowance  to  be  made  to  every  man,  who 
should  bring  his  own  rifle  into  the  service. 

This  establishment,  commanded  with  ability,  and  ac- 
tuated with  zeal,  proved,  I  am  informed,  very  advan- 
tageous; though,  in  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  citizens, 
its  duration  was  too  limited.  Hence  the  most  pressing 
solicitations  were  made,  either  to  prevent  the  dis- 
banding of  the  men,  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  of 
their  enlistment;  or  to  supply  their  place,  by  a  com- 
petent draft  from  the  militia  of  the  neighbouring  coun- 
ties. With  the  former  of  these  propositions  I  did  not 
think  myself  empowered  to  comply;  and,  in  complying 
with  the  latter,  I  expressly  stipulated,  that,  as  soon 
as  the  troops  of  the  United  States  had  assembled  in 
sufficient  force  on  the  frontiers,  to  answer  a  reason- 
able expectation  of  protection  and  defence,  the  militia 
should  be  discharged,  and  all  military  proceedings 
under  my  instructions  discontinued.  You  will  be 
happy  to  find,  from  the  representation  of  several  of 
the  Lieutenants,  that  this  has  already  been  the  case; 
but  the  statements,  that  I  have  directed  to  be  present- 
ed to  you,  will  shew  the  necessity  of  making  a  further 
provision,  to  defray  the  expenses  incurred  for  those 
occasional  militia  services,  which  the  emergencies  of 
the  country  have  rendered  unavoidable. 

Among  the  many  important  matters,  that  will  now 
present  themselves  to  your  view,  the  act  of  Congress 
for  establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States,  claims  an  early  attention,  as  the  prin- 
cipal arrangements,  which  require  the  interference 
Qf  ^he  State  Legislature,  are  directed  to  be  completed, 
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within  one  year  after  the  passing  of  that  act.  In  order 
to  prevent  delay,  5ind  to  facilitate  your  labours,  I  have 
taken  measures  for  procuring  a  general  enrollment  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  commonwealth,  according  to  the 
description  and  regulations  of  the  first  section  of  the 
law;  and  the  Secretary  will  lay  the  returns  of  the 
proper  officers  before  you,  as  soon  as  they  are  received. 

For  another  object  of  a  federal  nature,  permit  me. 
Gentlemen,  again  to  solicit  a  candid,  a  serious,  and  an 
efficient  consideration.  That  Pennsylvania,  during 
two  of  the  most  interesting  sessions  of  Congress,  has 
been  curtailed  of  her  just  share  in  the  federal  repre- 
sentation, and  deprived  of  her  proportionate  influence 
in  the  national  councils,  is,  certainly,  a  reflection  preg- 
nant with  mortification,  as  it  respects  the  character  of 
the  state,  and  with  apprehension,  as  it  respects  her 
interest.  But,  relying  on  the  wisdom  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, I  forbear  to  ofiier  any  opinion,  upon  the  contro 
verted  modes  of  choosing  our  Representatives,  in  the 
senatorial  branch  of  the  general  government :  I  content 
myself  with  a  repetition  of  my  confidence,  that  the 
principles  of  patriotism,  as  well  as  the  sense  of  duty, 
will  operate  in  the  discussion  of  the  subject;  and  the 
recent  opportunity,  which  you  have  had,  to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  the  sentiments  and  feelings  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens, yields  a  perfect  assurance,  that  your  de- 
cision will,  at  this  time,  be  satisfactory  to  them,  and 
honorable  to  yourselves. 

The  election  for  members  to  serve  the  common- 
wealth, in  the  representative  House  of  Congress,  for 
the  term  of  two  years,  from  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next ;  and  the  election  for  Electors,  to  choose,  on  behalf 
of  Pennsylvania,  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  at  a  meeting  appointed  to  be  held  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  the  present  month;  have  taken 
place  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature;  and  copies 
of  the  proclamations  issued  on  those  occasions,  will 
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inform  joii  of  the  names  of  the  citizens,  who  are  elected 
to  fill  the  respective  offices.  It  is  proper  to  accompany 
this  communication,  with  a  statement  that  irregulari- 
ties have  occurred  in  both  the  elections,  as  to  the  time 
and  manner  of  transmitting  the  returns.  In  the  first 
case,  the  returns  of  some  of  the  districts,  not  being 
seasonably  received  at  the  meeting  of  the  Judges  of  the 
election,  were  therefore  excluded  from  the  general 
return  of  the  county,  though  separately  delivered  at  the 
Executive  department:  But,  whatever  may  be  the 
decision  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Congress 
on  this  circumstances,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  add,  that 
it  appears  from  an  actual  inspection  of  the  documents, 
that  the  admission,  or  rejection,  of  the  votes  contained 
in  the  separate  returns,  cannot  affect  the  state  of  the 
election.  In  the  second  case,  a  more  serious  difficulty 
arose.  By  the  act  of  Assembly,  twelve  days  were  al- 
lowed to  the  Sheriffs  for  transmitting  the  returns  of 
election  of  the  Electors,  and  I  was  enjoined,  on  or  be- 
fore the  tw^enty-eighth  of  November,  to  notify  the 
election  to  the  several  persons,  who  should  be  duly 
chosen.  More  than  twelve  days  having  elapsed  from 
the  day  of  the  election,  and  many  of  the  returns  not 
being  received,  I  became  apprehensive,  that  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  send  the  legal  notice  to  the  Elec- 
tors, and  that  if  any  farther  delay  was  indulged,  the 
information  could  not  be  furnished,  so  as  to  enable  all 
of  them  to  repair  to  Harrisburgh,  at  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  the  act  of  Congress,  for  the  discharge  of 
their  duty.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  a 
view,  if  possible,  to  prevent  the  state  from  being  de- 
prived of  the  exercise  of  one  of  her  most  important 
federal  rights,  I  consulted  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  the  President  of  the  First  District,  and  the  At- 
torney General,  respecting  the  conduct  which  the  law 
required,  or  authorized,  to  be  pursued  on  the  occasion; 
and,  in  conformity  to  their  opinion,  I  ascertained,  from 
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the  returns  actually  received  on  the  twenty-first  of 
November,  the  fifteen  candidates,  who  had  the  highest 
number  of  votes;  and  proclaimed  and  notified  those  per- 
sons, as  the  Electors  duly  chosen.  I  here,  likewise, 
observe,  with  some  satisfaction,  that  the  returns, 
which  have  been  delivered  to  me  subsequent  to  the 
proclamation,  would  have  produced  no  variance  in  the 
election;  but  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  animad- 
vert, with  considerable  severity,  on  the  official  negli- 
gence, to  which  so  painful  an  embarrassment  was 
owing;  and,  1  am  persuaded,  that  as  far  as  depends  on 
the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature,  its  recurrence,  at  any 
future  period,  will  be  effectually  prevented. 

I  announce  to  you.  Gentlemen,  with  peculiar  pleas- 
ure, the  execution  of  the  law,  which  provided  for  the 
redemption  and  extinguishment  of  the  state  debts. 
As  soon  as  overtures  were  made  for  purchasing  the 
requisite  amount  of  the  three  per  cent,  stock  of  the 
United  States,  belonging  to  Pennsylvania,  at  the  rate 
stipulated  by  the  act  of  Assembly,  I  issued  the  regular 
notification  to  the  public  creditors;  and  you  will  per- 
ceive, from  a  particular  report  of  the  transaction,  which 
is  prepared  for  your  information,  that  the  sales,  for 
this  object,  have  amounted  to  nine  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  thousand  dollars;  which,  at  the  average  price  of 
twelve  and  one-sixteenth  in  the  pound,  has  produced 
the  specie  sum  of  five  hundred  and  ninety-three  thou- 
sand, two  hundred  and  one  dollars  and  one  cent;  that 
the  aggregate  of  the  debts  alrelidy  redeemed  amounts 
to  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand, 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  thirteen 
cents;  and  that  there  remains,  allowing  for  certain 
contingencies,  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  seventy-two 
thousand,  two  hundred  and  one  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 
to  answer  the  further  operation  of  the  redemption  law, 
and  such  new  appropriations,  as  you  shall  be  pleased 
to  direct.     I  have  found  it  impracticable,  however,  on 
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the  terms  prescribed,  to  vest  any  part  of  this  surplus, 
in  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  according 
to  the  view  and  disposition  of  the  Legislature. 

Thus  honorably  disencumbered  from  the  pecuniary 
obligations,  that  were  incurred  in  consequence  of  the 
late  war;  the  honest  price  of  our  independence;  I  can- 
not conceive  (as  I  have  before  suggested)  any  situation 
of  political  prosperity  and  affluence,  surpassing  that, 
which  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  are  invited  to  enjoy. 
From  that  part  of  the  wealth  of  the  community,  which 
consists  in  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  there  will, 
notwithstanding  the  recent  diminutions  of  the  capital 
(reducing  it  to  the  estimated  amount  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven  thousand  dollars  in  Six  per  cents; 
one   hundred   and   eighty-seven   thousand  dollars   in 
Three  per  cents;  and  two  hundred  and  eighteen  thou- 
sand dollars  in  Deferred  Stock)  arise  an  income,  which, 
together  with  the  product  of  the  ordinary  and  perma- 
nent revenues,  will  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  government,  ^nd  to  prosecute  many  rational  objects 
of   public    convenience.       Our    unliquidated   demand 
against  the  Union,  may,  at  the  same  time,  be  consid- 
ered, as  promising  an  accession  of  productive  property ; 
for,  although  nothing  can  be  precisely  ascertained  in 
this  respect,  until  the  final  settlement  of  all  the  claims 
of  the  sister  states,  the  Agent,  on  behalf  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, assures  me,  that  our  accounts  bear  a  favorable 
aspect,  and  that  he  has  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
principal  charges  which  they  exhibit,  stand,  at  present, 
in  a  state  of  approbation.     In  addition  to  these  funds, 
the  arrearages  of  taxes  (amounting,  exclusively  of  the 
known  exonerations,  to  the  sum  of  about  five  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  thousand  dollars)  form  a  considerable, 
though,  from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  a  temporary, 
resource;  and  the  operations  of  the  Land-office  (which, 
since  the  first  of  November,  1791,  have  brought,  of 
specie  and  certificates,  a  sum  exceeding  two  hundred 
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and  ten  thousand  dollars  into  the  treasury)  may  be 
regarded  with  the  most  sanguine  expectation  of  benefit 
and  emolument. 

To  cherish  these  resources  with  a  prudent  economy, 
and  to  employ  them  with  a  judicious  liberality,  may 
now  be  considered  as  the  chief  purposes  of  the  trust, 
which  our  constituents  have  reposed  in  the  depart- 
ments of  government.  An  attention  to  the  first  of 
these,  will,  I  believe,  induce  you  to  avoid  any  farther 
reduction  of  the  principal  of  the  public  stock;  and 
must  suggest  the  expediency  of  making  some  arrange- 
ment, for  rendering  the  unappropriated  monies,  that 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  accumulate  in  the  treasury, 
productive  of  a  reasonable  profit.  I  recommend,  like- 
wise, to  your  consideration,  the  propriety  of  taking 
additional  measures,  for  the  collection  of  the  arrear- 
ages of  taxes;  which  the  delay  of  every  year  naturally 
renders  more  difiicult  and  precarious;  and,  if  the 
amount  due  from  the  city  and  the  respective  counties, 
were  now  to  be  cleared  from  the  claims  to  exonera- 
tion, divided  into  moderate  sums,  and  made  payable 
in  convenient  installments,  I  think  the  regulation 
would  not  only  alleviate  the  burden  to  the  citizens, 
but  ensure  the  payment  to  the  public. 

With  respect  to  the  second  point  of  legislative  duty, 
to  which  I  have  particularly  adverted  (the  judicious 
appropriation  of  the  public  wealth)  experience  justifies 
me  in  anticipating  the  most  satisfactory  conduct.  The 
improvement  of  the  public  roads,  and  of  our  inland 
navigation,  has  been,  and  will,  no  doubt,  continue  to 
be,  a  leading  object;  and  it  affords  me  great  pleasure 
to  encourage  that  pursuit,  by  assuring  you  of  the 
beneficial  effects,  which  it  has  already  produced,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Legislature.  The  execution  of  sev- 
eral of  the  contracts,  that  were  formerly  mentioned  is 
complete;  and  the  progress  in  many  more  is  very  con- 
siderable; as  will  appear  from  the  reports  of  the  agents 
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of  Information,  which  I  shall  direct  to  be  transmitted 
to  you,  during  the  present  session.  The  Commission- 
ers appointed  to  view  and  lay  out  a  road  beginning  at 
or  near  the  Peach  Bottom  ferry,  and  running  towards 
the  navigable  waters  of  Christiana  creek;  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  lay  out  a  road  from  Wilkesbarre 
to  Wyalusing  creek,  and  thence  to  Tioga  point;  and  the 
Commissioners  appointed  to  lay  out  a  road  from  Loyal 
Sock  creek  to  the  one  hundred  and  nine  mile  stone; 
have  completed  the  tasks  respectively  assigned  to 
them :  And  I  expect  soon  to  receive  the  surveys  of  the 
other  Commissioners  appointed  for  similar  purposes, 
agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  act  of  Assembly. 
Since  my  last  public  communication,  additional  con- 
tracts have,  likewise,  been  formed,  for  opening  a  road 
from  Callendar's  mill  over  Croghan's  gap  in  the  Blue 
mountain  to  West's  mill;  for  opening  and  improving 
a  road  from  Frank's-town  to  Conemaugh,  at  or  near 
the  mouth  of  Stoney  creek,  and  improving  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  Juniata  from  its  mouth  to  Aughwick 
falls;  for  opening  and  improving  a  road  through 
Nicholl's  gap  over  the  South  mountain;  for  opening 
and  improving  that  part  of  the  road  from  Bedford  to 
Pittsburgh,  that  lies  between  M'Connehy's  run  and 
Loyalhanning  creek;  for  opening  and  improving  a  road 
across  the  Blue  mountain  at  Smith's  gap,  between  the 
Wind-gap,  and  the  Lehigh  Water-gap;  for  improving 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Susquehanna,  from  Wright's 
ferry  to  the  mouth  of  Swatara  creek;  for  opening  and 
improving  a  road  beginning  at  the  west  end  of  High 
street  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  thence  extend- 
ing on  the  direction  of  said  street,  about  three  miles 
and  a  half  through  the  county  of  Philadelphia  and 
township  of  Blockley,  to  the  line  of  the  county  of 
Delaware;  for  improving  a  road  from  McCallister's 
gap  to  the  Burnt  cabbins,  and  Skinner's  road;  for  open- 
ing and  improving  a  road  from  the  Lehigh  Water-gap, 
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across  the  Matchunk  mountain,  to  intersect  the  Nes- 
copeck  road  made  by  Evan  Owen ;  for  improving  a  road 
in  a  winding  ascent  over  Vanderen's  hill  in  Roxhury 
township  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  agreeably  to 
the  principles  of  a  survey  and  report  made  by  David 
Rittenhouse  and  Thomas  Hutchins,  Esquires,  in  pur- 
suance of  instructions  given  them  by  the  General  As- 
sembly, on  the  twenty-sixth  of  September,  1783;  for 
opening  and  impi-oving  a  road  from  the  mouth  of 
Juniata  river  to  David  Miller's  on  Juniata;  for  improv- 
ing the  road  from  McCall's  ferry  on  Susquehanna  river, 
until  it  falls  into  the  road  to  be  laid  out  from  Peach 
Bottom  ferry,  to  the  nearest  navigable  waters  of  Chris- 
tiana creek  in  the  state  of  Delaware;  for  improving  a 
road  leading  from  Lancaster  to  Harrisburgh,  beginning 
at  the  Bear  in  Donegal  township  to  Swatara  creek  in 
Dauphin  county;  for  opening  and  improving  a  road 
from  the  east  side  of  Sideling-hill  to  the  town  of  Bed- 
ford ;  for  opening  and  improving  that  part  of  the  road 
from  Bedford  to  Pittsburgh,  that  lies  between  Loyal- 
hanning  creek  and  the  nine  mile  run;  and  for  opening 
and  improving  a  road  from  Mount  Rock,  near  Carlisle, 
to  Rankin's  ferry  on  Susquehanna  river.  I  am  in- 
formed, that  the  several  incorporated  companies  for 
establishing  a  turnpike  road  from  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia to  the  borough  of  Lancaster;  and  for  opening 
water  communications  between  the  rivers  Susque- 
hanna and  Schuylkill,  and  between  the  rivers  Schuyl- 
kill and  the  Delaware,  have  commenced  their  respec- 
tive works,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  success :  And  I  can- 
not leave  this  subject,  without  repeating,  a  desire, 
that  the  improvements  in  our  roads  and  rivers  may  be 
secured,  by  a  revision  of  the  general  laws  that  relate 
to  them;  and  the  introduction  of  strict  and  permanent 
rules,  as  well  for  keeping  them  in  repair,  as  for  prevent- 
ing nuisances  and  enci'^achments. 

As  intimately  connected  with  the  order  and  product 
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of  our  finances,  the  offices  of  accounts,  and  the  Land- 
office  will,  at  all  times,  claim  the  particular  attention 
of  government.  'Such  improvements  might,  I  think, 
be  introduced  into  both  these  departments,  as  would 
render  their  transactions  more  convenient  to  the  citi- 
zens, and  more  advantageous  to  the  public.  I  shall 
not,  however,  enter  into  the  detail,  farther  than  to 
bring  again  to  your  ntDtice,  the  impediments  in  the 
collection  of  the  duty  on  tavern  licences;  and  to  point 
out  the  expediency  of  placing,  on  a  better  footing,  the' 
mode  of  compelling  the  officers,  who  are  entrusted  with 
public  monies,  to  account;  as  it  may,  at  present,  hap- 
pen, that  the  process  can  only  be  issued  by  those  who 
are  themselves  the  delinquents.  With  respect  to  mar- 
riage licences,  some  legislative  sanction  is  certainly 
wanting,  to  render  them  either  useful,  as  a  civil  regu- 
lation, or  profitable,  as  an  instrument  of  revenue. 

In  bringing  to  your  view  the  state  of  the  public  de- 
partments, my  earnest  desire  that  the  Judiciary  should 
be  established  upon  the  most  eligible  plan,  and  that 
every  improvement,  which  experience  may  suggest, 
should  be  adopted,  will,  I  hope,  excuse  my  reminding 
you,  that  very  injurious  delays  and  disappointments 
arise  in  the  administration  of  justice  within  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  owing,  among  other  things, 
to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  the  constant  attend- 
ance of  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
for  the  inadequate  compensation,  which  the  law  allows. 
The  importance  and  the  multiplicity  of  the  objects  em- 
braced by  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court;  the  great  body 
of  our  fellow  citizens,  as  well  as  the  many  foreigners, 
affected  by  its  decisions;  and  the  number  of  sessions 
(including  those  of  the  Quarter  Sessions,  of  the 
Orphans'  Court,  and  of  the  Court  for  the  discharge  of 
insolvent  debtors)  which  its  Judges  must  unavoidably 
hold;  are  considerations,  that  recommend  the  subject 
to  a  very  serious  attention,  and  will,  no  doubt,  produce 
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an  effectual  reform.  The  expediency  of  enlarging  the 
equitable  powers  of  all  the  courts,  will,  likewise,  I 
presume,  again  be  introduced  into  your  deliberations; 
and,  in  consequence  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Court  of 
Admiralty,  which  formerly  existed  under  the  authority 
of  the  state,  it  is  now  necessary  to  determine,  in  what 
manner,  the  Ship-builders,  and  other  persons  employed 
in  the  equipment  of  vessels,  shall  proceed  to  obtain 
the  benefit,  intended  for  that  industrious  and  valuable 
class  of  citizens,  by  the  act,  which  subjects  the  vessels 
and  furniture  to  the  payment  of  their  demands.  The 
materials  that  have  been  collected,  in  pursuance  of  the 
law  passed  at  the  last  session,  will  enable  you,  before 
your  adjournment,  to  gratify  our  constituents,  by 
enacting  a  moderate,  explicit,  and  comprehensive  table 
of  fees;  and,  having  required  from  the  respective  Sher- 
iffs, an  account  of  the  present  state  of  the  public 
prisons,  throughout  the  commonwealth,  I  shall  refer 
their  answers,  together  with  a  very  accurate  and  lib- 
eral report  from  the  Inspectors  of  the  prisons  of  Phila- 
delphia, to  your  wisdom  and  humanity;  in  hopes  that 
measures  may  be  devised,  to  encrease  the  security  of 
the  community,  and  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the 
unfortunate.  As  education  indirectly  unites  with  the 
courts  of  justice,  in  producing  an  habitual  obedience  to 
the  authority  of  the  laws;  and  in  preserving  the  peace 
and  order  of  society;  it  will  not  be  improper  to  express 
a  wish,  that  the  establishment  of  public  schools,  con- 
templated by  the  constitution,  may  receive  a  favorable 
attention;  for,  considered  merely  .as  a  matter  of  policy, 
it  is  better  to  prevent,  than  to  punish,  offences;  and  the 
diffusion  of  knowledge,  elevating  the  sentiments,  and 
confirming  the  virtue  of  the  people,  is  the  safest,  the 
best  instrument,  that  government  can  employ. 

It  must  be  flattering  to  the  judgment,  and  grateful 
to  the  humanity  of  the  Legislature,  to  learn,  from  sat- 
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isfactory  evidence,  that  the  experiment  in  rendering 
the  penal  laws  of  Pennsj^lvania  less  sanguinary,  has 
been  attended  with  an  obvious  decrease  of  the  number 
and  atrocity  of  offences.  I  shall,  therefore,  take  au 
early  opportunity  of  communicating  to  you,  a  state- 
ment of  the  facts  and  observations  relating  to  the  sub- 
ject, which  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  (lately  the 
Attorney  General)  has  made,  in  compliance  with  my 
request;  and  w^hich,  as  the  result  of  considerable  ex- 
perience and  deliberation,  merits  particular  regard. 
Such,  indeed,  have  already  been  the  wholesome  effects 
of  the  new  sj'stem,  that,  if,  while  w^e  consider  the  pre- 
vention of  crimes  to  be  the  sole  end  of  punishment, 
we,  also,  admit,  that  every  punishment,  which  is  not 
absolutely  necessary  for  that  purpose,  is  an  act  of 
tyranny  and  cruelty,  it  has  now  become  a  duty  to 
prosecute  the  business  of  reform;  and,  I  am  persuaded, 
you  will  find,  that,  without  affecting  the  just  distribu- 
tion of  penalties,  in  proportion  to  the  respective  trans- 
gression, a  mitigation  of  punishment  may  be  safely, 
and  even  beneficially,  extended,  to  many,  if  not  to  all, 
of  the  offences,  except  High  Treason  and  Murder,  for 
which  the  law  still  denounces  the  forfeiture  of  life. 

You  will  perceive,  from  documents  that  will  be 
laid  before  you,  that  the  constitution  of  the  office  of 
the  Warden  of  the  Port,  requires  a  radical  revision; 
and  that  regulations  are  necessary  to  obviate  the 
cause  of  certain  disputes,  which  have  recently  taken 
place  between  the  merchants  and  the  pilots,  respecting 
the  pay  of  the  latter;  and  the  continuance  of  which 
might  have  proved  prejudicial  to  the  trade  of  Philadel- 
phia. I  am  not  apprized  how  far  Congress  has  it  in 
contemplation  to  legislate  on  these  subjects;  but  lest 
3'ou  should  deem  it  expedient  to  exercise  your  power 
over  them  immediately,  I  have  procured,  in  aid  of  your 
enquiries,  a  statement  of  the  pilotage  allowed  at  some 
of  the  principal  ports  within  the  United  States. 


Thomas  Mififlin.  243 

The  Health-office  becomes,  also,  more  and  more  im- 
portant, as  our  commerce  extends,  and  the  emigra- 
tions to  America  encrease.  In  addition,  therefore,  to 
my  former  representations,  I  am  led  to  observe,  that 
inconveniences,  which  have  been  actually  felt,  point 
out  the  necessity  of  a  provision  to  prevent,  in  future, 
the  introduction  of  emigrants,  and  others,  infected 
with  any  pestilential  disease;  who,  for  the  very  purpose 
of  evading  the  existing  law,  may  be  discharged  within 
the  precincts  of  a  neighbouring  state;  but  being,  in 
fact,  destined  for  Pennsylvania,  immediately  travel 
hither  by  land.  The  establishment  of  an  hospital  for 
invalid  mariners,  to  be  supported  by  a  fund  collected 
from  the  persons  whose  benefit  is  designed,  might  it  is 
thought,  be  usefully  connected  with  the  Health-office; 
and  seems  calculated  to  engage  your  attention,  from 
motives  of  policy,  as  well  as  of  benevolence. 

Enquiring  into  the  material  business  directed  to  be 
performed  by  the  laws  of  the  last  session,  you  will 
find,  that  the  boundary-line,  between  the  counties  of 
Mifflin  and  Huntingdon,  has,  at  length,  been  run;  and, 
it  is  with  pleasure  I  add,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  the 
parties.  The  re-publication  of  the  laws  of  the  com- 
monwealth, during  the  period  prescribed  by  the  act, 
will,  probably,  be  completed,  before  your  adjournment; 
and,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Surveyor  General, 
the  lottery  for  indemnifying  those  claimants,  whose 
lots  fell  in  the  tenth  district  of  the  donation  lands,  has 
been  regularly  drawn;  but  a  legislative  explanation 
will  be  required  to  enable  the  Land-officers  to  carry 
into  effect,  the  design  of  the  act,  in  favour  of  such 
persons,  as  have  not  heretofore  filed  their  claims. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

You  will  receive  from  the  reports  of  the  proper  offi- 
cers, a  particular  statement  of  the  various  objects, 
that  require  a  pecuniary  provision,  for  the  ensuing 
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year.  Besides  an  appropriation  for  the  computed  ex- 
penses of  government  (amounting  to  about  ninety  thou- 
sand dollars)  there  will  be  wanting  a  sum  of  seven 
thousand  and  thirty-eight  dollars  and  ninety- six  cents, 
to  discharge  the  certificates  issued  for  those  debts, 
which  have  been  liquidated  during  the  recess  of  th«^ 
Legislature,  but  for  the  payment  of  which  no  fund 
has  hitherto  been  designated.  The  extra  expenses 
incurred  for  militia  services  on  our  western  frontier, 
will,  I  am  i^ersuaded,  be  cheerfully  defrayed;  and  you 
will  find  the  account  of  the  disbursements,  and  an  es- 
timate of  the  work  that  remains  to  be  done,  the  nec- 
essity there  is  for  a  further  grant,  to  complete  the 
building,  intended  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  To  these,  permit  me  to 
subjoin  a  few  matters  of  less  moment: — appropriations 
for  making  some  requisite  improvements  in  the  gun- 
powder magazine,  and  storing  the  public  arms;  for  re- 
imbursing the  pay  of  supernumerary  clerks,  unavoid- 
abh'  employed  by  the  Ti'easurer,  in  expediting  the  sub- 
scription to  the  loan  proposed  by  the  United  States; 
for  satisfying  a  small  claim  by  Cornplanter,  on  account 
of  two  horses  that  were  taken,  as  he  alleges,  by  certain 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Senaca  nation;  and 
for  defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Executive 
department. 

Pursuing  the  judicious  conduct,  which  has  hereto- 
fore been  adoi>ted,  with  respect  to  our  finances,  direc- 
tions will,  I  presume,  be  given  for  destroying  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  years  1781 
and  1785,  that  is  now  accumulated  in  the  treasury: 
But,  as  contributions  in  taxes,  or  purchases  at  the 
Land-office,  are  the  only  means,  at  present,  provided, 
for  the  final  redemption  of  those  emissions,  I  submit 
to  your  wisdom,  the  expediency  of  ordering  an  actual 
and  immediate  payment;  from  which  (you  will,  proba- 
bly, think  with  me)  the  faith  of  the  commonwealth  will 
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derive  additional  honour;  the  Land-office  (except  in 
absorbing  an  inconsiderable  residuum  of  the  unfunded 
depreciation  certificates)  will  be  free  from  embarrass- 
ment; and  the  sj^stem,  which  shall  be  formed  for  col- 
lecting the  arrearages  of  taxes,  may  be  rendered  more 
simple  in  its  structure,  and  more  certain  in  its  opera- 
tions. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

It  will  be  necessary  during  the  present  session,  to 
provide  for  the  taking  the  enumeration  of  the  taxable 
inhabitants  of  the  state,  agreeably  to  the  direction 
of  the  fourth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  consti- 
tution ;  and  as  the  law  regulating  bankruptcy  expires 
on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  that  subject  will,  like- 
wise, claim  your  attention.  The  effect  of  our  bank- 
rupt system  has  hitherto,  I  am  assured,  been  greatly 
beneficial,  as  well  in  relieving  debtors  from  the  pres- 
sure of  insupportable  misfortunes:  as  in  securing  the 
property  of  persons  in  embarrassed  circumstances,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  an  equitable  distribution  amonir 
their  creditors.  In  the  number  of  two  hundred  and 
nineteen  commissions  that  have  issued,  only  two  in- 
stances of  a  prosecution  for  non-conformity,  or  perjury, 
have  occurred;  while  (as  it  is  represented  to  me)  almost 
all  the  bankrupts  have,  since  their  discharge,  become 
useful  members  of  society;  and  some  of  them  have  hon- 
orably paid  their  pre-contracted  debts.  Under  these 
circumstances,  you  will  probably,  conceive,  that  the 
public  good  may  be  promoted  by  the  continuance  of  the 
law;  at  least,  till  Congress  has  instituted  some  general 
regulation  to  supply  its  uses. 

The  act  for  transferring  the  powers  of  the  late  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  to  the  present  Executive; 
and  the  act  to  regulate  the  exportation  of  pot-ash,  and 
pearl-ash,   will  terminate   with  the  present  session. 
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The  suspension  of  a  part  of  the  law  respecting  the 
fisheries  in  the  river  Codorns  will  cease  on  the  ensuing 
fifth  of  March ;  and,  should  you  determine  upon  holding 
only  one  session  during  the  present  General  Assembly, 
several  other  acts,  on  account  of  their  limitation,  will 
claim  a  share  in  your  deliberations.  Permit  me  to 
take  this  opportunity,  likewise,  to  bring  into  considera- 
tion the  expediency  of  reviving  the  act,  which  empow- 
ered the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  supply  de- 
fects in  the  titles  to  land,  occasioned  by  the  loss  of 
deeds,  or  other  casualties;  and  to  inform  you,  that  the 
maps  of  Pennsylvania,  which  have  been  delivered  by 
Reading  Howell,  agreeably  to  law,  are  deposited  in 
the  Secretary's  ofiice,  to  be  disposed  of  as  you  shall 
please  to  direct. 

From  the  length  of  the  late  recess  of  the  Legislature, 
and  a  desire  to  furnish  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
affairs  of  the  commonwealth,  my  present  communica- 
tions have  been  rendered  thus  particular;  but  I  am 
happy.  Gentlemen,  that  amidst  the  multiplicity  of  ob 
jects  which  are  stated,  there  will  be  foun,d  ample  en- 
couragement for  prosecuting,  with  your  usual  zeal, 
the  task,  which  the  confidence  of  our  Fellow-citizens 
has  assigned  to  you.  As  far  as  the  Executive  trust  ex- 
tends, you  may,  likewise,  rely  on  my  earnest  co-opera- 
tion, to  improve  and  perpetuate  the  reputation  and 
happiness  of  our  Country. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  December  7th,*1792. 


To  the  Assembly  recommending  some  further  provi- 
sion for  the  accommodation  of  Congress. 
Gentlemen: 

THE  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THIS  STATE,  IN 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  have  anxiously  suggested  to  me, 
the  necessity  of  making  some  further  provision  for  the 
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accommodation  of  Congress,  as  the  present  building 
will  certainly  be  inadequate  for  that  purpose  when 
the  ratio  of  representation,  established  by  a  late  act, 
shall  take  effect.  The  disposition  which  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania  has  uniformly  evinced,  to  pro- 
mote the  ease  and  dignity  of  the  members  of  the  differ- 
ent departments  of  the  general  government,  assures 
me  that  you  will  pay  a  cheerful  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject. I  shall  only,  therefore,  observe,  that  the  pro- 
posed measure  may,  perhaps,  be  accomplished  without 
incurring  the  expense  of  a  new  building,  either  by  en- 
larging that  which  Congress  now  occupies,  or  (as  the 
Legislature  on  a  former  occasion  authorized)  by  sur- 
rendering, for  the  use  of  the  general  government,  the 
State-house  and  the  adjacent  offices. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  December  18th,  1792. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  power  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  grant,  and  of  the  Executive  to  allow, 
a  certificate  after  the  Expiration  of  the  law  for  regu- 
lating bankruptcy. 

Gentlemen : 

SOME  DOUBTS  HAVING  ARISEN,  WHETHER, 
after  the  expiration  of  the  law  for  regulating 
bankruptcy,  the  Commissioners  could  grant,  or 
the  Executive  allow,  a  certificate.  I  referred  the  ques- 
tion to  the  consideration  of  the  Attorney  General,  and 
I  have  transmitted  his  answer  for  your  information, 
as  the  subject  seems  to  require  the  interposition  of  the 
Legislature. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  7th  January,  1793. 
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To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  extensive  applica- 
tions recently  made  at  the  Land  office  for  warrants 
of  survey. 

Gentlenien: 

THE  EXTENSIVE  APPLICATIONS  WHICH 
have  been  recently  made  at  the  Land-oflace  for 
warrants  of  survey,  seeming  to  require  some 
legislative  precautions,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  subject  and  to  furnish  you 
with  the  general  statements  which  I  have  obtained 
from  the  proper  officers. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  January  15th,  1793. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  illegal  settling  of 
lands  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen : 

1LAY  BEFORE  YOU  A  REPRESENTATION  OF 
several  citizens,  stating,  that  a  number  of  de- 
signing or  mis-informed  persons  are  in  the  prac- 
tice of  inviting  settlers  to  possess  themselves  of  cer- 
tain lands  in  this  commonwealth,  under  the  idea,  that, 
by  such  settlement,  the  right  of  pre-emption  is  ob- 
tained; and,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend,  that  some  leg- 
islative provision  be  made  to  prevent  the  inconve- 
niency,  litigation  and  contest,  which  are  suggested  as 
the  natural  consequences  of  such  prceedings. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  18th  February,  1793. 


I 
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To  the  Assembty  approving  an  Act  appointing  the 
time,  place  and  manner  of  electing  a  Senator  to 
represent  this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States. 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE,  THIS  DAY,  APPKOVED  AND  SIGNED 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  appoint- 
ing the  time,  place  and  manner  of  electing  a  Sena- 
tor to  represent  this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  return  the 
same  to  the  Senate  in  which  they  originated. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  23d  February,  1793. 


To  the  Assembly  approving  a  supplementary  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  election  of  a  Federal  Senator. 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE,  THIS  DAY,  APPROVED  AND  SIGNED 
the  supplementary  resolution  of  the  General  As- 
sembly respecting  the  election  of  a  Federal  Sena- 
tor, and  I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  return  the 
same  to  the  Senate  in  which  it  originated. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  27th  February,  1793. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  opening  of  certain 
roads  in  the  district  of  Southwark  and  the  town- 
ships of  Moyamensing  and  Passyunk. 

Gentlemen: 

BY   AN   ACT   OF  THE   GENERAL  ASSEMBLY, 
passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven, 
the  Executive  was  authorized  to  open  certain  roads 
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in  the  district  of  Soutliwark  and  the  township  of  Moj- 
amensing  and  Passyuuk,  if,  upon  due  consideration, 
the  state  of  improvement,  in  the  neighbourhood  there- 
of, was  thought  to  require  it.  An  application  was 
made  to  me  for  opening  one  of  the  roads  contemplated 
by  the  act;  and,  upon  hearing  the  opponents,  as  well 
as  the  apijlicants,  on  this  occasion,  I  was  of  opinion, 
that  a  public  benefit  would  result  from  opening  a  part 
of  the  road,  but  that  the  expence  of  opening  the  whole 
of  it  would,  at  this  time,  be  too  great  to  be  charged  on 
the  township.  As,  how^ever,  the  Attorney  General  en- 
tertains a  doubt  of  the  power,  under  the  act,  to  open 
the  road  partially,  I  have  thought  it  proper,  at  the 
request  of  the  applicants,  to  refer  the  subject  to  your 
consideration. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  March  12th,  1793. 


Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly — 1793. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

THE  STATE  OF  THE  UNION,  AND  OF  PENNSYL- 
vania,  as  an  important  member  of  the  Union, 
renders  the  present  session  peculiarly  fortunate. 
The  extensive  commercial  intercourse,  that  subsists 
betw^een  the  United  States,  and  some  of  the  belligerant 
powers  of  Europe;  the  solemn  obligations  of  treaty, 
by  which  we  are  pledged  to  others; — the  sentiments  of 
a  cordial  friendship,  which  cement  our  alliance  with 
one  party;  and  the  justice  which,  as  a  nation  at  peace, 
we  owe  to  all  the  parties; — are  considerations  of  such 
variety  and  importance,  as  cannot,  I  think,  be  contem- 
plated by  any  patriotic  citizen,  without  solicitude  and 
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apprehension.  But,  however  great  the  difficulty  may 
be,  under  these  circumstances,  of  preserving  a  neutral 
character,  in  a  manner  universally  satisfactory,  it  is 
certainly  the  duty  of  those,  with  whom  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  public  affairs  is  entrusted,  to  attempt 
the  arduous  task;  and,  I  am  confident,  that,  recollect- 
ing the  calamities,  which  we  have  formerly  expe- 
rienced, and  reflecting,  with  becoming  gratitude,  upon 
the  present  prosperous  condition  of  our  country,  you 
will  approve  and  sanction  every  just  and  constitutional 
exertion,  that  is  calculated  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
our  government,  and  to  avoid  a  participation  in  the 
war. 

Upon  this  meritorious  principle,  and  in  order  to  put 
the  citizens  of  America  on  their  guard,  at  this  critical 
period,  the  President  issued  a  proclamation,  declaring 
that  the  duty  and  interest  of  the  United  States  re- 
quired, that  they  should,  with  sincerity  and  good  faith, 
adopt  and  pursue  a  conduct  friendly  and  impartial 
towards  the  belligerant  powers:  and,  as  the  letter, 
which  communicated  this  proclamation,  expressed  a 
confidence,  that  injunctions,  sp  interesting  to  the  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  would  have 
the  benefit  of  my  aid^  to  promote  their  general  and 
strict  observance  in  Pennsylvania,  I  thought  it  incum- 
bent upon  me,  likewise,  in  the  most  public  manner, 
to  recommend  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  my  fellow 
citizens;  and  to  exhort  them  faithfully  to  conform  to 
the  disposition,  which  the  Presideht  had  officially 
recognized  and  prescribed. 

This  amicable  and  impartial  disposition,  being  thus 
announced  on  behalf  of  the  General  Government,  some 
occurrences  soon  rendered  it  necessary  to  provide  an 
adequate  and  prompt  remedy,  in  case  of  any  violence 
being  committed  by  the  belligerant  powers,  upon  ves- 
sels within  the  jurisdiction  and  protection  of  the 
United  States;  or,  in  case  any  of  those  powers  should 
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commission,  arm  and  equip  privateers,  within  our 
ports;  a  practice  deemed  inconsistent  with  the  duties 
of  neutrality,  and  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  nation. 
Accordingly,  in  the  capacity  of  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  militia  of  the  commonwealth,  I  received  instruc- 
tions from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  inter- 
pose in  either  of  those  events;  and,  with  the  aid  of 
the  militia,  to  detain  the  aggressor,  in  the  first  in- 
stance; or  the  privateer  in  the  second;  until  the  Presi- 
dent should  decide  upon  such  further  proceedings,  as 
the  occasion  might  require.  These  instructions  being 
immediately  communicated  to  the  Board  of  Wardens, 
with  a  request  that  they  would  pay  a  vigilant  attention 
to  the  subject,  I  was  assured,  that  proper  measures 
would  cheerfully  be  pursued,  for  ascertaining  and  re- 
porting, without  delay,  every  transaction,  that  appear- 
ed to  militate  against  the  peace  and  neutrality  of  the 
port. 

Permit  me  here.  Gentlemen,  briefly  to  recapitulate 
the  several  cases  that  have  occurred  under  the  Presi- 
dent's instructions:  referring,  however,  for  a  more 
particular  statement  to  j;he  documents  which  I  have  di- 
rected to  be  laid  before  you. 

The  first  was  the  case  of  the*ship  William,  brought 
into  the  port  as  a  prize  to  the  French  privateer,  called 
the  Citizen  Genet,  but  captured,  as  it  was  alleged, 
within  the  limits  of  the  protection  of  the  United 
States.  The  Court  of  Admiralty  for  this  district 
having  decided  against  its  own  jurisdiction,  as  to  try- 
ing the  merits  of  that  allegation,  the  President  re- 
quested, that  I  would  order  a  party  of  militia  on  board 
of  the  ship,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  her  in  safe 
custody,  until  his  determination  should  be  had  upon 
the  subject.  With  this  request,  I  immediately  com- 
plied; but,  upon  its  being  officially  intimated  to  me, 
that  a  subsequent  arrangement  had  been  made,  for 
leaving  the  ship  in  the  possession  of  the  French  Consul, 
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while  the  legitimacy  of  lier  capture  was  under  consid- 
eration, I  directed  the  party  of  militia  to  be  withdrawn. 
After  this  direction  was  given,  however,  and  notified 
to  the  French  Consul,  that  gentleman  transmitted  to 
me  a  written  instrument,  complaining  and  protesting 
against  the  seizure  and  detention  of  the  prize. 

The  next  instance  was  attended  with  more  difficulty. 
On  the  twenty-second  day  O'f  June,  the  Master  Warden 
suggested  to  me,  that  the  Little  Sarah  (now  called  the 
Little  Democrat)  a  prize  to  the  Embuscade  frigate,  was 
fitting  out  in  the  same  manner  as  privateers :  and,  this 
information  I  immediately  communicated  to  the  Presi- 
dent. On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  the  same  month, 
the  Master  Warden  made  a  more  particular  report  on 
the  subject,  which  was,  likewise,  submitted  to  the 
President's  consideration.  But,  as  I  did  not  receive 
any  directions  in  consequence  of  these  communications, 
I  presumed  that  either  the  case  itself,  was  not  within 
thie  meaning  of  the  general  instructions  which  had 
been  given;  or  that  the  equipments  mentioned  in  the 
reports*  of  the  Master  Warden,  did  not  sufficiently  as- 
certain the  fact,  that  the  vessel  was  intended  for  a 
privateer.  On  the  fifth  day  of  July,  however,  the  Sec- 
retary at  War  represented  to  me,  that  since  the  report 
of  the  Master  War4en,  such  indirect  information  had 
been  received,  as  would,  if  founded,  render  it  indispu- 
table, that  the  Little  Sarah  was  arming  and  equipping 
as  a  cruiser ;  and,  thereupon,  I  instituted  the  necessary 
enquiries,  for  accurately  .  ascertaining  the  circum- 
stances relating  to  the  vessel.  The  information  which 
I  collected,  confirmed  the  opinion  that  I  had  originally 
conceived;  and  afforded  reason  to  suspect  that  she  in- 
tended shortly  to  leave  the  port.  In  order,  therefore, 
to  obtain  an  opportunity  for  the  President  (who  was 
then  absent  from  the  city)  to  decide  upon  the  propriety 
of  forcibly  detaining  her,  as  she  was  declared  to  be 
the  property  of  the  government  of  France,  I  directed 
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the  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth  to  wait  upon  the 
Minister  of  the  Republic,  to  represent  to  him  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  and  to  request,  for  the  preser- 
vation of  peace  and  harmony,  that  he  would  give  direc- 
tions for  suspending  her  departure.  But  as  the  Min- 
ister would  not  enter  into  any  satisfactory  assurance 
in  this  respect,  I  thought  it  my  duty,  immediately  to 
instruct  the  Master  Warden  of  the  port  to  prohibit 
any  pilot  from  taking  charge  of  the  vessel;  and  I 
issued  orders  to  the  Adjutant  General  for  making  a 
draft  from  the  militia,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  President's  instructions.  The  necessity  of 
an  interposition,  in  this  mode,  was  fortunately,  how- 
ever, superseded,  by  an  explanation  with  the  Minister 
of  France,  which  induced  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
believe,  that  the  vessel  would  not  be  permitted  to 
sail,  till  the  President's  sentiments  on  the  subject  were 
declared;  and,  upon  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  I  discontinued  the  military  arrangements,  which 
had  been  i)reviously  directed. 

A  few  days  subsequent  to  this  transaction,  the 
French  Consul  represented  to  me,  that  an  English 
armed  vessel,  called  the  Jane,  carrying  sixteen  guns, 
provided  with  a  Letter-of-Marque,  and  designing  to 
cruise  upon  our  coasts,  had  arrived  at  Mud-Island; 
and,  referring  to  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
between  the  United  States  and  France,  he  requested 
that  orders  might  be  given  to  prevent  this  vessel  from 
entering  the  harbour.  Upon  enquiring,  however,  more 
particularly  in  to  the  facts,  the  Master  Warden  re- 
ported, that  the  ship  came  hither  to  take  in  a  cargo 
for  the  island  of  Jam^aica;  and  it  appearing  that  her 
equipments  and  commission  were  intended  for  protec- 
tion, in  a  course  of  commerce,  and  not  for  offensive 
war,  I  did  not  conceive  that  the  case  was  comprehended 
within  the  provisions  of  the  treaty;  and,  therefore,  I 
submitted  the   Consul's  representation,  and  all  the 
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documents  relating  to  it,  to  the  President;  whoso 
opinion,  I  believe,  corresponded  with  mine  upon  the 
subject. 

Though  such  w^ere  the  sentiments  entertained  on 
the  arrival  of  the  Jane,  it  was  soon  suggested,  that  her 
captain,  having  relitted  her  in  a  warlike  manner,  was 
endeavouring  to  encrease  the  number  of  her  men  and 
guns.  A  vigilant  attention  was,  therefore,  given  to 
all  her  operations;  and  every  article  of  authentic  in- 
telligence that  I  collected,  was,  without  delay,  tranr?- 
mitted  to  the  President;  who  desired  that  the  vessel 
might  be  stopped,  in  case  she  should  be  found  aug- 
menting her  force,  and  about  to  depart.  On  thes(i 
points,  conclusive  evidence  was,  at  length,  obtained; 
and  it  became  my  duty  to  provide,  with  the  aid  of  the 
militia,  for  detaining  her.  But,  in  the  course  of  a  cor- 
respondence with  the  President  on  the  subject,  I  was 
informed,  that,  in  consequence  of  an  arrangement  with 
the  British  Minister,  it  was  deemed  unnecessary,  at 
that  moment,  to  interpose  with  the  militia;  although 
it  was  expected,  that  I  should  employ  such  means  of 
coercion,  as  were  in  my  power,  for  stopping  her,  should 
she  attempt  to  depart,  before  a  stipulated  period,  and 
without  a  determination  upon  her  case.  The  vessel, 
having  eventually  complied  with  the'in junctions,  that 
were  given,  for  the  reduction  of  her  military  force, 
was  permitted  to  prosecute  her  voyage. 

But,  in  the  course  of  these  transactions,  I  clearly  dis- 
covered, that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  execute  the 
President's  instructions  by  drafts  from  •  the  militia, 
made  upon  the  spur  of  the  occasion.  It  was  obvious 
that  the  equipment  of  privateers,  and  the  commission 
of  other  outrages  upon  the  neutrality  of  the  port,  might 
take  place  in  the  stream  of  the  river,  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  shores;  and  should  any  opposition 
be  given  to  the  measures,  that  were  directed  to  be 
employed  in  such  cases,  for  detaining  the  offending 
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parties,  success  would  be  rendered  doubtful ;  the  honot* 
of  the  government  might  be  committed;  and  the  tran- 
quility of  the  city  must  be  disturbed.  With  a  view, 
therefore,  to  discharge  the  duty  imposed  upon  me,  in 
a  manner  the  most  efficient  and  the  most  safe,  I  sta- 
tioned a  party  of  militia  at  Mud-Island,  and  erected  a 
battery  there,  so  as  to  command  the  navigation  of 
the  Delaware; — having  previously  communicated  my 
design  to  the  President,  and  obtained  the  Attorney 
General's  opinion  in  favor  of  its  legality.  I  enjoy  the 
satisfaction,  indeed,  of  knowing,  that  the  arrangement 
was  generally  approved;  and,  I  am  confident,  that,  on 
your  part,  you  will  not  only  cheerfully  defray  the  in- 
cidental expences  (of  which,  together  with  copies  of 
the  orders,  that  have  been  issued,  from  time  to  time, 
an  account  will  be  transmitted  to  you)  but  that  you 
will,  also,  provide  for  the  continuance  of  so  necessary 
an  establishment,  upon  a  more  perfect  plan;  at  least, 
during  the  existence  of  the  European  war.  The  charge 
for  the  pay  and  rations  of  the  militia  will  eventually 
be  exliibited  against  the  General  Government;  to 
whose  officers  I  am  indebted  for  the  loan  of  arms  and 
ammunition;  but  it  will  be  necessary,  in  the  mean- 
time, that  the  Legislature  should  make  an  appropria- 
tion for  repaying  to  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  a  sum 
of  two  thousand  dollars,  which  (being  borrowed  on  my 
personal  credit)  has  been  expended,  with  the  strictest 
economy,  in  maintaining  the  men,  raising  the  platform, 
and  making  the  indispensable  repairs,  at  the  fort. 

The  advantages  of  this  arrangement  became  every 
day  more  apparent;  particularly,  when  the  President, 
in  explanation  of  his  general  instruction,  for  preserv- 
ing our  neutrality,  declared,  that  no  privateer,  which 
had  been,  or  should  be,  fitted  out,  within  the  United 
States,  shall  be  permitted  to  find  an  assylum  in  any  of 
our  harbours;  and  that  every  prize,  taken  by  such 
privateers,  should  be  seized,  on  her  arrival  within  the 
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jurisdiction  of  the  respective  states,  for  the  puipose 
of  being  restored  to  her  owners,  at  the  time  of  the 
capture.  Paying  a  due  attention  to  the  President's 
declaration,  you  will  perceive  by  the  papers,  which  I 
have  directed  the  Secretary  to  deliver,  that  the  French 
privateer,  called  the  Citizen  Genet,  one  prize  taken 
by  her,  and  four  prizes,  taken  by  the  Little  Democrat, 
have  already  (and  almost  all  on  one  day)  required  an 
interposition  of  the  militia,  which,  unless  a  party  had 
been  actualh'  on  service,  and  a  battery  erected,  at  Mud- 
Island,  could  not  have  been  procured  with  sufficient 
facility  and  dispatch.  Some  benefit  has,  likewise,  1 
believe,  been  produced  by  these  means,  in  relation  to 
the  peace  and  order  of  the  city;  which,  at  one  period, 
were  so  annoyed,  as  to  induce  the  Mayor  to  request  a 
detachment  of  militia,  in  aid  of  the  civil  authority: 
and,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  the 
knowledge  of  our  being  prepared  to  resist,  may  happily 
contribute  to  prevent,  an  infraction  of  the  neutrality 
of  our  port. 

During  your  recess.  Gentlemen,  the  new  system  for 
the  regulation  of  the  militia,  as  far  as  it  depends  upon 
the  appointments  of  the  Executive,  has  been  put  into 
operation;  but  the  election  of  officers,  chiefly  in  the 
neighbouring  brigades,  have  been  attended  with  con- 
siderable embarrassment,  and  few  of  the  returns  have 
hitherto  been  rendered.  Considering  the  importance, 
at  all  times,  but,  particularly  at  present,  of  this  nation- 
al safe-guard,  a  revision  of  the  system,  will,  I  think,  be 
expedient;  and  it  has  been  suggested  to  me  in  a  me- 
morial from  the  officers  of  the  First  Division,  that  for 
the  purpose  of  ensuring  punctuality,  energy,  and 
responsibility,  some  additional  penalties  (accompanied 
with  effectual  means  for  recovering  them)  should  be 
imposed  on  the  neglects  and  delinquencies,  prohibited 
by  the  law;  and  some  more  adequate  coqapensations 
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allowed,  for  the  labour  and  service  which  it  requires. 
A  positive  provision  for  deciding  on  the  contested 
elections  of  the  regimental  officers,  would,  likewise, 
be  useful;  but  you  can  best  judge,  from  your  own 
knowledge  of  the  disposition  and  interest  of  the  va- 
rious parts  of  the  state,  whether  the  allotment  of  a 
greater  number  of  days  for  exercise,  in  some,  or  all, 
of  the  counties,  would  not  be  productive  of  a  public 
benefit,  sufficient  to  compensate  for  the  private  incon- 
veniences that  may  ensue. 

It  gives  me  sincere  pleasure,  upon  this  occasion,  to 
inform  you,  that  our  fellow-citizens  on  the  frontiers, 
have  been  very  little  molested  by  the  Indians,  since 
your  adjournment;  and  that,  consequently,  it  has  not 
been  necessary  to  make  any  auxiliary  drafts  from  the 
militia,  in  support  of  the  three  rifle  companies,  that 
were  authorized  to  be  raised  for  their  protection  and 
defence.  I  cherish  a  hope,  indeed,  that  the  measures, 
which  have  been  pursued  by  the  General  Government 
(and  to  which,  at  the  instance  of  the  President,  I  have 
given  all  the  aid  in  my  power)  will  terminate  in  peace: 
but  till  the  event  of  the  treaty,  which  is  now  negocia- 
ting  at  Sandusky,  is  known,  or  should  that  event  l)e 
unfavourable  to  our  wishes;  you  may  be  assured,  that 
I  will  not  remit  the  lawful  exertion  of  the  Executive 
authority,  to  prevent,  or  to  repel,  the  hostility  of  our 
savage  enemy.  The  accounts  of  disbursements  (to- 
gether-with  several  other  documents)  respecting  this 
service,  will  be  presented  to  you,  agreeably  to  the 
requisition  of  the  act  of  Assembly;  and,  I  trust,  that, 
after  a  candid  examination,  you  will  be  of  opinion,  that 
the  appropriated  fund  has  been  applied  to  its  proper 
objects,  with  fidelity  and  economy. 

While  adverting  to  the  performance  of  the  various 
duties  charged  upon  the  Executive  Department,  by 
the  laws  of  a  preceding  session,  I  have  always  felt 
peculiar  satisfaction  in  directing  the  legislative  atten- 
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tion  to  the  contracts  for  improying  our  roads  and 
rivers.  Upon  this  subject  I  have  instructed  the  Sec- 
retary to  prepare  and  lay  before  you,  a  report,  compre- 
hending, in  one  point  of  view,  all  the  objects  of  im- 
provement, the  names  of  the  respective  contractors 
and  their  sureties,  the  sums  appropriated  for  each  ob- 
ject, the  sums  advanced  on  the  several  contracts;  and 
remarks  (referring  to  the  corresponding  vouchers)  upon 
the  progress,  or  execution,  of  every  particular  work. 
In  consequence  of  the  general  order,  that  has  been  is- 
sued. I  expect,  likewise,  shortly  to  obtain,  for  your  in 
formation,  an  official  report,  founded  upon  actual  exam- 
ination, of  the  fidelity,  with  which  the  contractors  have 
discharged  their  several  engagements;  and  of  the  pub- 
lic benefits,  that  have  been  derived  from  so  liberal  an 
expenditure  of  the  public  wealth.  In  the  meantime, 
you  will  receive  such  of  the  surveys,  as  have  been  re- 
turned to  the  Commissioners,  appointed,  under  the  act 
of  the  eleventh  of  April  last,  to  view  and  lay  out  the 
road  from  Philadelphia  to  the  borough  of  York;  the 
road  from  McCall's  ferry  to  the  line  of  the  state  of 
Delaware;  the  road  from  Prather's  to  the  west  side 
of  Chestnut  Kidge;  the  road  from  Spiker's  to  Cherry's 
mill;  the  road  from  Reading  to  Presqu'  Isle;  and  the 
road  from  Strasburgh  towards  Newport.  To  some  of 
these  surveys,  however,  objections  have  been  offered 
by  the  neighbouring  inhabitants,  the  propriety  of 
which  it  is  your  province  to  consider;  as  well  as  to  de- 
cide upon  the  respectable  application  that  will  be  laid 
before  you,  for  authorizing  a  small,  but  advantageous 
alteration,  in  the  course  of  the  state  road,  running 
between  Turtle  creek  and  Pittsburgh.  I  regret  that 
I  cannot  add  to  the  communications  on  this  subject, 
an  account  of  any  progress  being  made,  in  laying  out 
the  town  at  Presqu'  Isle:  but  the  state  of  that  country 
and  the  other  reasons  assigned  in  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners,  will,  I  am  persuaded,  be  thought  a 
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sufficient  justification  for  the  delay  that  has  taken 
place. 

In  compliance  with  the  respective  laws,  measures 
have  been  pursued  to  procure  an  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  state;  and  to  execute  the  prepara- 
tory arrangements,  respecting  the  institution  of  the 
Loan  office;  though  in  the  latter  case,  difficulties  have 
occurred,  for  the  removal  of  which  the  Commissioners 
of  several  of  the  counties  will,  probably,  solicit  your 
interposition.  The  laws  of  the  last  session,  the  volume 
of  laws  re-published,  the  militia  law,  and  the  rules  of 
military  discipline,  have  been  printed,  and  distributed, 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  Legislature;  and  I 
have  also  contracted,  under  your  authority,  for  the  re- 
publication of  the  laws,  passed  antecedently  to  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one.  1 
have  not  yet,  however,  been  able  to  procure  the  octavo 
volumes  of  the  acts  of  Congress,  directed  to  be  pur- 
chased; as  a  new  edition  became  necessary  to  supply 
the  number  specified  in  the  law :  but  they  will  be  ready, 
I  hope,  in  the  course  of  the  present  session. 

On  viewing  the  actual  state  of  our  finances,  I  can- 
not avoid  remarking  the  very  advantageous  alteration 
produced  by  those  fiscal  arrangements,  which  have 
been  made,  since  the  establishment  of  the  present  con- 
stitution: for,  the  i>ayment  of  our  state  debts;  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  various  emissions  of  paper  monej^; 
and  the  consolidation  of  the  public  resources;  have 
obviously  introduced  system  and  certainty,  where  dis- 
order and  embarrassment  formerly  prevailed.  Still, 
however,  it  is  of  importance  that  more  effectual  means 
should  be  devised  for  the  collection  of  the  arrearages 
of  taxes;  and  for  disengaging  the  product  of  the  Land- 
office  (which  since  the  fourteenth  day  of  March  last, 
has  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand 
six  hundred  and  four  dollars)  from  the  delays  and  ac- 
cidents, incidental  to  the  practice  of  admitting  appli- 


Thomas  Mifflin.  261 

cations,  before  the  parties  are  prepared  to  pay  the 
stipulated  price  for  their  lands.  Some  precaution  will, 
likewise,  be  necessary  to  guard  against  the  grant  of 
warrants  for  a  greater  quantity  of  land,  than  remains 
the  property  of  the  public. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  papers,  respecting  the 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  that,  in  conformity  to  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  I  made  an  early  sub- 
scription, on  behalf  of  the  state ;  and  that,  after  having 
received  information  from  the  President  and  Directors, 
that  the  institution  was  duly  organized,  I  issued  war- 
rants, at  several  times,  in  favor  of  those  Gentlemen, 
for  the  gross  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  thou- 
sand, four  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars,  and  eighty- 
three  cents,  in  six  per  cent,  stock;  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand,  four  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars,  and 
thirty-three  cents,  in  three  per  cent,  stock;  and  two 
hundred  and  sixteen  thousand,  one  hundred  and  one 
dollars,  and  twenty-live  cents,  in  deferred  stock;  to- 
gether with  three  hundred  and  seventy-four  thousand, 
two  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars,  and  six  cents, 
being  the  specie  sum,  which  according  to  the  reports 
of  the  proper  officers,  might  be  applied,  independently 
of  prior  appropriations,  and  without  entirely  exhaust- 
ing the  Treasury,  towards  the  payment  of  the  state 
subscription.  The  aggregate  of  these  sums  (estimat- 
ing the  stock  at  the  rate  prescribed)  amounts  to  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  so  that  there  is 
a  balance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
which,  I  shall  of  course  obtain  on  loan  from  the  Bank 
(according  to  the  stipulation  of  the  act)  for  the  purpose 
of  comi)leting  the  price  of  the  public  shares. 

From  the  statement  that  will  be  exhibited  to  you, 
in  pursuance  of  my  directions,  you  will  find,  that  since 
the  first  day  of  January  last  the  payments  into  the 
Treasury,  (exclusive  of  those  which  have  been  made  in 
bills  of  credit)  being  added  to  the  balance  of  two  hun- 
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dred  and  eighty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  dollars,  and  forty-four  cents,  previously  existing, 
constitute  a  sum  of  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars,  and  fifty- 
eight  cents;  and  the  expenditures  have  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand 
and  ninety  dollars,  and  sixty-four  cents,  including, 
among  other  articles,  the  expences  of  government,  the 
redemption  of  the  public  debt,  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers, the  improvement  of  roads  and  rivers,  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions,  the  specie  subscriptions  to  the  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  grant  to  accommodate  Congress 
(which,  according  to  the  representation  of  the  County 
Commissioners,  will  be  inadequate  to  its  object)  and 
the  grant  in  aid  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  On  this 
view,  therefore,  the  balance  that  now  remains  in  the 
Treasury  amounts  to  the  sum  of  fifty-two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars,  and  ninety-four 
cents,  besides  a  considerable  accumulation  of  paper 
money,  which  you  will,  no  doubt,  direct  to  be  destroyed. 
The  Commissioners  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  in- 
dividual, with  the  United  States,  have,  I  am  informed, 
presented  their  report;  but  as  no  ofiicial  communica- 
tion of  the  result  has  been  made  to  me,  I  am  only  able, 
at  this  time,  to  mention  that,  from  the  statement  of 
the  Agent  on  behalf  of  Pennsylvania,  it  appears,  that 
the  aggregate  of  our  claims  for  principal  and  interest 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  thirteen  millions  three  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven  thousand,  three  hundred  and 
twenty-six  dollars  and  twenty-four  cents. 

Before  I  dismiss  this  subject,  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  department  of  accounts,  it  is  proper 
to  inform  you,  that,  during  your  recess,  the  Comptroller 
has  refused  to  submit  to  the  inspection  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Investigation  the  books  and  papers,  that  were 
deposited  with  him,  by  the  late  Agents  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line,     On  this  occasion  I  have  proceeded  with  all 
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the  circumspection  in  my  power,  as  well,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  procure  for 'the  committee  the  satisfaction 
which  they  required,  as,  on  the  other  hand,  to  avoid 
the  appearance  of  interfering,  either  with  the  general 
enquiry  instituted  into  that  officers  transactions,  or 
with  the  particular  operation  of  the  impeachment 
which  is  now  depending.  The  same  motives  still  in- 
duce me  to  content  myself  with  mentioning  the  sub- 
ject, and  submitting  to  your  perusal  the  correspond- 
ence which  it  has  produced. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

The  exercise  of  your  peculiar  province,  in  originating 
money  bills,  will,  I  am  confident,  equally  demonstrate 
your  liberality  and  economy.  In  this  respect,  there- 
fore, I  shall  only  observe,  that  besides  the  provisiou 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  defending  the  port  and 
river  Delaware,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  an 
appropriation  will  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  certifi- 
cates (amounting  to  three  thousand  two  hundred  and 
sixty-three  dollars  and  eleven  cents)  which  have  been 
issued  for  debts  liquidated  since  the  last  session,  be- 
yond the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  heretofore  set 
apart  for  that  purpose.  Several  documents  will,  like- 
wise, be  laid  before  j^ou,  from  which  it  appears,  that 
the  money,  allowed  for  surveying  several  roads,  has 
been  found  insufficient. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 

of  Representatives: 

Having  thus  presented  to  your  consideration  a  gen- 
eral view  of  the  public  business,  which  has  been  trans- 
acted during  your  recess;  of  the  state  of  our  finances; 
and  of  the  many  demands  that  await  an  appropriation; 
I  shall  not,  at  this  time,  press  many  other  objects  upon 
your  attention  as  requiring  the  interposition  of  the 
Legislature.  But,  besides  referring  to  your  own 
records,  and  my  former  communications,  permit  me 


264  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

specially  to  suggest  to  you,  tlie  expediency  of  imme- 
diately establishing  a  system  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  county  taxes;  of  reforming  the  interior 
accommodations  of  our  prisons  (on  which  subject  a  re- 
presentation from  the  Inspectors  of  the  prison  of  Phila- 
delphia will  be  communicated  to  you)  of  framing  a  com- 
prehensive and  moderate  fee-bill ;  and  of  improving  the 
regulations  of  the  Health  Office.  This  institution, 
indeed  (as  on  other  occasions  I  have  observed)  becomes 
daily  more  important  to  the  well  being  of  our  metropo- 
lis. At  this  moment  an  alarm  prevails,  respecting  the 
appearance  of  an  infectious  disorder;  which,  together 
with  the  recent  occurences,  that  have  increased  our 
intercourse  with  the  West-indies,  and  the  influx  of 
foreigners,  must  point  out  the  necessity  of  more 
strongly  guarding  the  public  health  by  legislative  pre- 
cautions. In  the  meantime,  I  have  instituted  the 
proper  enquiries,  to  ascertain  the  nature,  extent,  and 
remedy,  for  the  existing  disease;  and,  permit  me  to 
assure  you,  that  the  Health  Officer,  and  the  Physician 
of  the  Port,  aided  by  the  Officers  of  the  Police,  and  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  will  pursue  every  rational 
measure  to  allay  the  public  inquietude,  and  effectually 
remove  its  cause. 

As  a  discussion  on  the  propriety  of  reviving  several 
acts,  whose  legal  expiration  approaches,  will,  likewise, 
employ  a  portion  of  the  short  period,  that  can  be  al- 
lotted to  the  present  session,  it  may  be  proper  to  re- 
mind you,  that  the  duration  of  the  supplement  to  the 
act  for  raising  county  rates  and  levies,  and  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  act  for  the  sale  of  located,  but  unimproved, 
lands,  to  pay  the  arrearages  of  certain  taxes,  are  lim- 
ited to  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  next;  that  the 
act  to  regulate  the  exportation  of  pot  ash  and  pearl 
ash,  has  ceased  to  operate;  and  that  it  is  questionable, 
from  the  terms  of  the  law,  whether  the  existing  act, 
for  the  suppression  of  vice  and  immorality,  can  b(-  con- 
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sidered  as  remaining  in  force,  longer  than  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  the  ensuing  month. 

But  amidst  these  subjects  of  political  arrangement; 
amidst  our  official  cares  to  advance  the  interest  and 
happiness  of  our  immediate  constituents;  shall  I  be 
excused  if  I  introduce  a  claim  upon  your  sympathy 
and  benevolence;  and  solicit  some  aid,  to  alleviate  the 
distresses  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hispaniola,  who  have 
taken  refuge  in  our  country?  The  contributions  of 
individuals  (though  hitherto  compassionately  and  hon- 
orably extended)  cannot  furnish  an  adequate,  or  per- 
manent, relief:  and  thus,  destitute  of  friends  and 
money;  unaccustomed  to  our  climate;  ignorant  of  our 
laws,  our  language  and  our  manners;  these  unfortunate 
emigrants  are  threatened  with  all  the  rigours  of  the 
approaching  winter;  and  exposed  to  accumulating 
misery  and  want.  But  the  characteristic  humanity  of 
Pennsylvania  (which  has  already  been  moved  by  the 
calamities  of  the  case,  as  the  records  of  the  Legislature 
may  evince)  cannot,  1  am  persuaded,  remain  inactive 
on  the  present  critical  occasion:  this  intimation  will 
sufficiently  ensure  your  attention  to  the  subject;  and, 
whatever  course  your  bounty  may  pursue,  it  must,  I 
think,  obtain  the  approbation  of  our  fellow  citizens; 
and  excite  the  emulation  of  our  sister  states. 

With  the  documents  relating  to  the  subjects,  that 
have  been  stated,  you  will  receive  authentic  copies  of 
several  acts,  and  of  the  journals  of  Congress  w^hich 
have  been  transmitted  to  me  subsequent  to  your  last 
session.  And  here,  let  me  assure  you.  Gentlemen, 
that,  as  it  is  one  of  my  most  important  duties  so  it  has 
always  been  one  of  my  highest  gratifications,  to  furnish 
every  species  of  information,  that  could  either  elucidate 
my  transactions,  or  facilitate  your's.  It  is,  indeed,  a 
pleasing  reflection  to  me,  that,  exercising  your  con- 
stitutional power  over  the  records  of  the  Executive 
Department,  you  may,  at  all  times,  fairly,  and,  I  hope, 
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satisfactorily,  trace  the  motives,  which  have  influenced 
my  official  conduct.  In  those  records,  you  will  per- 
ceive the  multiplicity  of  business,  that  has  naturally 
flowed  from  the  institution  of  a  government,  essen- 
tially new  in  its  principles  and  organization;  as  well 
as  the  extent  and  variety  of  the  trusts,  that  have  inci- 
dentally arisen  from  our  federal  connection;  from  the 
recent  reform  in  the  judiciary,  militia,  and  finance, 
sj^stems;  and  from  the  measures  prescribed  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers;  the  regulation  of  the  Land- 
office;  the  encouragement  of  settlements;  and  the  im- 
provement of  our  roads  and  rivers:  And,  if  a  candid 
enquiry  into  a  discharge  of  these  duties,  by  convincing 
my  fellow  citizens  of  the  ardent  disposition,  that  I 
have  uniformly  felt,  to  promote  their  interest  and  hap- 
piness, shall  add,  to  the  testimony  of  my  own  mind, 
the  honor  of  their  approbation,  I  shall  enjoy  a  reward, 
which  no  lapse  of  time  can  impair, — no  political  vicis- 
situde destroy. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  August  29th,  1793. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  danger  to  the  fron- 
tiers due  to  the  failure  of  recent  negotiations  for  a 
peace  with  the  hostile  Indians. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  COMMUNICATION  WHICH  I  HAVE  JUST 
received  from  the  I.'resident  of  the  United  States, 
respecting  the  failure  of  the  recent  negotiation  for 
a  peace  with  the  hostile  Indians,  is  of  such  importance, 
that  I  cannot  delay  submitting  it  to  your  consideration, 
with  an  assurance,  that  every  thing  in  my  power  shall 
be  done  to  avert  the  danger  which  threatens  our  fron- 
tier. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  September  4th,  1793. 
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To  the  Assembly  recommending  the  improvement  of 
the  regulations  of  the  Health  office. 

Geotlemen: 

1HAYE  RECEIVED  INFORMATION,  THAT  A 
violent  fever  rages  in  the  island  of  Barbadoes  and 
in  several  other  of  the  West-India  Islands;  and,  at 
this  moment,  a  vessel  from  Ireland  lies  at  Mud-Island, 
containing  a  considerable  number  of  passengers  who 
are  afflicted  with  a  malignant  disorder.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  deem  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  re- 
mind you,  that  the  regulations  of  the  Health-office  are 
exceedingly  defective,  and  that  there  is  no  fund  exist- 
ing from  which  a  competent  supply  for  maintaining  and 
attending  the  sick,  at  the  Pest-House,  can  be  drawn. 
While  I  state  these  difficulties,  however,  you  may  rely 
on  an  unremitting  attention  upon  my  part  to  the  safety 
and  health  of  the  Commonwealth. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  September  5th,  1793. 


Opening  address  to  the  Assembly — 1793. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

THE  SATISFACTION  THAT  I  FEEL  IN  MEETING 
you,  at  this  time,  is  greatly  encreased,  by  the  op- 
portunity of  congratulating  you,  on  the  restora- 
tion of  health  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  malig- 
nant disorder,  which,  on  its  approach,  occasioned  a  sud- 
den adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature, 
produced,  during  its  continuance,  a  complicated  scene 
of  terror,  wretchedness  and  mortality.  The  lamented 
loss  of  many  valuable  Citizens;  the  unexpected  im- 
poverishment of  many  industrious  families;    the  ac- 
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cumulated  list  of  widows  and  orphans;  and  the  total 
derangement  of  public  and  private  business,  are  ob- 
vious effects  of  the  calamity,  for  which,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  most  of  our  Sister  States,  every  sentiment 
of  sympathy  has  been  expressed,  and  every  source  of 
liberality  displayed. 

It  is  but  just,  however,  on  this  occasion,  to  pay  a  par- 
ticular tribute  to  the  benevolent  exertions  of  those 
Citizens,  who,  in  the  hour  of  extreme  distress  (when  the 
ordinary  powers  of  the  Police  of  Philadelphia,  had  be- 
come inadequate  to  the  exigency  of  affairs,  and  the 
wonted  spirit  of  the  inhabitants,  could  no  longer  yield  a 
support  against  the  surrounding  danger)  were  formed 
into  a  committee,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  afflicted; 
and,  in  the  execution  of  that  trust,  with  equal  fortitude 
and  philanthropy,  stemmed  the  torrent  of  sickness  and 
despair.  To  their  judicious  arrangements,  and  unre- 
mitting labours,  under  the  influence  and  favor  of  DI- 
VINE PROVIDENCE,  we  must  ascribe,  not  only  an 
important  alleviation  of  the  calamity;  but,  while  it 
lasted,  the  security  of  private  property,  and  the  preser- 
vation of  the  public  peace.  When,  therefore,  you  shall 
review  the  report,  which  they  have  enabled  me  to  lay 
before  you,  I  am  confident,  that  besides  uniting  in  a 
cordial  acknowledgement  of  their  services,  you  will 
cheerfully  bestow  any  legislative  sanction  that  may  be 
wanting  to  their  measures,  and  provide  any  fund  that 
may  be  requisite  to  indemnify  them  against  the  costs 
of  their  disinterested  undertaking. 

It  is  probable,  indeed,  that  the  amount  of  the  charit- 
able contributions,  which  exceeds,  in  money,  the  sum 
of  twenty-two  thousand  dollars  (independent  of  the 
value  of  a  considerable  supply  in  specific  articles,  and 
of  a  guarantee  for  obtaining  more  money,  if  necessary, 
by  way  of  loan)  will  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  actual 
expences  of  the  committee,  which  amount,  upon  the 
general  estimate,  to  a  sum,  not  less  than  twenty  thou- 
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sand  dollars :  but  still,  permit  me  to  press,  as  a  claim 
upon  your  benevolence,  the  expediency  of  making  some 
provision  for  continuing,  during  the  severity  of  the 
winter,  the  relief,  which  has  been  communicated  to  the 
depressed  and  indigent  class  of  our  fellow  Citizens;  of 
whom  two  hundred  families  were  under  the  care  of  the 
committee  for  several  weeks;  and  for  establishing  a 
permanent  assylum  to  shelter  and  maintain  the  or- 
phans (composing  an  interesting  group  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  five  children)  who  have  been  suddenly  left 
dependent  on  the  public  bounty.  With  respect  to  the 
latter  object,  I  shall  be  execused  in  suggesting,  that  it 
ali'ords  a  favorable  occasion,  to  give  immediate  effect, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Legislature,  to  that  part  of 
the  plan,  for  extending  the  benefits  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital,  which  contemplates  the  misfortunes  of  suffer- 
ing and  forsaken  infancy,  as  peculiarly  deserving  our 
attention  and  compassion. 

Deeming  it  of  great  moment  to  ascertain  the  origin 
of  the  disorder,  the  extent  of  its  ravages,  and  the  most 
efficacious  means  of  guarding,  in  future,  against  a 
similar  contagion,  I  have  solicited,  with  that  view,  the 
aid  of  the  committee  of  whom  I  have  just  spoken,  as 
well  as  of  the  College  of  Physicians;  and  their  respec- 
tive sentiments,  on  the  subject,  will  be  submitted  to 
your  consideration.  That  the  disorder  was  not  imme- 
diately engendered  by  any  noxious  quality  of  our  soil, 
or  climate,  but  was  brought  hither  from  a  foreign  port, 
is  a  circumstance,  which,  being  supported  by  the  opin- 
ion of  the  College,  affords  a  very  serious  consolation 
to  the  mind  of  every  lover  of  his  country:  For,  the  re- 
sources of  the  state,  and  the  industry  of  its  inhabitants, 
cannot  fail  soon  to  repair  the  injury,  which  the  com- 
merce of  the  city  has  sustained;  and  even  the  calamity 
itself,  if  properly  considered,  may  be  rendered  produc- 
tive of  very  salutary  effects.  In  order,  forcibly  to  im- 
press this  sentiment,  I  have  issued  a  proclamation,  re- 


270  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

questing  our  fellow  citizens  to  set  apart  a  day  for  gen- 
eral humiliation,  thanksgiving  and  prayer;  and,  I  am 
persuaded,  that,  in  so  doing,  I  shall  receive  all  the  ad- 
vantage of  your  approbation  and  support. 

But  with  you.  Gentlemen,  it  yet  remains  to  institute 
such  regulations,  as  shall  be  calculated  effectually  to 
protect  us  from  the  introduction  of  those  malignant  dis- 
orders, to  which,  as  a  consequence  of  our  encreasing 
intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  we  become  daily  more 
exposed.  The  instructions  that  have  been  issued,  by 
virtue  of  the  act  that  was  passed  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, will  be  laid  before  you;  together  with  an  account 
of  the  proceedings  and  expences  in  the  Health-oflSce, 
since  the  first  of  January  preceding.  But,  it  is  ob- 
vious, that,  for  this  department,  a  system  more  exten- 
sive, and  more  efficient  is  still  necessary  to  the  public 
safety,  and  requires  the  immediate  sanction  of  legisla- 
tive authority.  Among  many  practicable  improve- 
ments, it  is  thought  essential,  that  every  vessel  from 
beyond  sea  should  be  liable  to  examination  before  she 
shall  anchor  near  the  city,  whatever  may  be  the  num- 
ber, or  condition,  in  point  of  health,  of  the  persons  on 
board:  that  a  competent  allowance  should  be  made, 
for  fixing  the  residence  of  a  Health-ofiicer,  and  a  Phy- 
sician, contiguous  to  the  place  appointed  for  such  ex- 
amination; and  that  the  Pest-house  should  be  constant- 
ly supplied  with  a  Steward,  a  Matron,  and  proper 
Nurses.  If,  in  addition  to  an  institution,  thus  regu- 
lated, an  Hospital,  easily  accessible  by  land  or  water, 
and  situated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city,  were  es- 
tablished, for  the  accommodation  of  those,  who  may,  at 
any  future  period,  be  attacked  by  a  contagious  disease, 
the  danger,  and  the  apprehension  of  danger,  would,  in 
a  great  measure,  be  removed.  I  am  well  assured,  in- 
deed, that,  to  the  want  of  this  auxiliary  for  the  Health- 
office,  may  be  ascribed,  much  of  the  alarm  and  mor- 
tality that  prevailed,  at  an  early  stage  of  the  disorder. 
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Recollecting  the  extensive  scene  of  business,  which 
my  former  communications,  as  well  as  the  records  of 
the  Legislature,  will  present  to  your  consideration,  I 
shall  not.  Gentlemen,  detain  you  longer,  at  this  time, 
than  is  necessary,  cursorily  to  represent  the  state  of 
some  of  the  principal  matters,  that  have  been  referred, 
by  law,  to  the  agency  of  the  Executive;  and  to  bring  to 
ycur  view  those  objects,  which  appear  to  require  an  im- 
mediate attention. 

In  reviewing  the  transactions  that  have  taken  place, 
during  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  I  lament, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  humane  and  liberal  solici- 
tude of  the  Federal  Government,  to  accomplish  a  peace 
with  the  hostile  Indians,  the  treaty  lately  held  at  San- 
dusky has  proved  abortive;  and  a  prosecution  of  the 
war,  upon  every  principal  of  policy  and  self-defence,  has 
become  inevitable.  You  will  perceive,  by  a  copy  of  the 
President's  communication  on  the  subject,  which  I 
have  directed  the  Secretary  to  deliver,  that  the  manner 
of  conducting  the  negotiation  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
was  as  inauspicious,  as  the  condition,  exclusively  pro- 
posed for  the  basis  of  a  reconciliation  (which  circum- 
scribes and  regulates  the  north-western  boundary  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  course  of  the  river  Ohio)  is  ex- 
travagant. Conformably  therefore,  to  the  intimation 
which  I  received,  the  proper  officers  of  our  frontier 
counties  were  apprised  of  the  necessity  of  exercising 
all  their  skill  and  vigilance,  for  the  purposes  of  protec- 
tion and  defence;  they  were  authorised,  in  case  of  an 
actual  invasion,  or  imminent  danger  of  an  invasion,  of 
the  territory  of  the  state,  to  make  such  drafts  from  the 
militia,  as  the  exigency  should  require;  and  they  were 
instructed,  by  virtue  of  the  discretionary  power,  which 
the  law  creates,  to  continue  the  three  rifle  companies 
in  service,  till  the  opening  of  the  present  session.  The 
last  of  these  measures;  an  inconsiderable  draft  from 
the  militia  of  the  county  of  Allegheny;  and  a  voluntary 
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^xertioD  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Westmore- 
land; by  seasonably  allaying  the  apprehensions  of  the 
citizens,  have  undoubtedly  prevented  the  desertion  and 
desolation  of  several  valuable  settlements.  Whatever, 
indeed,  may  be  the  issue  of  the  campaign,  in  which  the 
Federal  army  is  now  engaged,  similar  precautions  will 
bo  requisite,  for  the  same  purpose,  on  the  approach  of 
the  ensuing  Spring;  and  are  recommended  to  your  im- 
mediate attention,  by  the  most  interesting  considera- 
tions of  duty  and  humanity.  I  shall,  therefore,  only 
add  here,  that  the  account  of  the  disbursements,  which 
have  been  already  made,  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers, will  be  presented,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of 
the  act;  and,  I  am  confident,  you  will  not  think,  that 
the  expence  has  exceeded  the  importance  of  its  object. 

A  statement  of  the  charges,  that  have  arisen  from  the 
recent  establishment  of  a  fort  at  Mud-Island,  will,  like- 
wise, be  exhibited  to  you:  but,  while  I  perceive  the 
propriety  of  maintaining  that  station,  for  those  na- 
tional purposes,  which  were  mentioned  in  my  last  com- 
munication to  the  Legislature,  1  am  convinced,  that,  as 
well  from  motives  of  economy,  as  of  convenience,  the 
the  existing  mode  of  supphing  the  men  for  the  garrison 
ought  to  be  changed.  Under  this  impression,  I  submit 
to  your  consideration,  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  commandant  and  party,  to  be 
permanently  employed;  and  should  the  proposition 
meet  with  your  approbation,  I  cannot  doubt  its  obtain- 
ing any  sanction  which  may  be  necessary  from  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  whose  measures  it  is,  principally,  in- 
tended to  promote. 

The  arrangements  respecting  the  Loan-office  require 
a  revision.  The  embarrassments  that  attended  the  or- 
ganization of  the  institution,  have  been  already  repre- 
sented to  the  Legislature,  and  may  be  regarded  as  one 
cause  of  the  inconsiderable  amount  of  the  sum  that  has 
been  borrowed  throughout  the  counties;  which,  pay- 
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able  in  bank  post  notes,  is  no  more  than  eight  thousand 
six  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and-  forty-seven 
cents;  and,  payable  in  specie,  is  no  more  than  two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars  and  thirty- 
three  cents,  making  the  aggregate  sum  of  eleven  thou- 
sand four  hundred  aiid  twelve  dollars  and  eighty  cents. 
As  some  applicants  have  been  disappointed  on  account 
of  the  defects  in  the  law,  and  others  on  account  of  the 
limitation  of  the  period,  allowed  for  presenting  the  re- 
turns of  the  Commissioners,  you  will,  probably,  deem 
it  a  public  accommodatioa,  not  only  to  explain  the 
terms  for  the  future,  but  to  renew  the  loan  of  the  cur- 
rent year.  Pursuing  the  legislative  directions,  the 
money  was  procured  from  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania: 
but,  finding  a  competent  surplus  of  unappropriated 
specie  in  the  public  treasury,  I  have  taken  advantage 
of  the  power,  with  which  I  was  eventually  invested,  to 
prevent  an  accumulation  of  interest,  by  a  re-payment 
of  the  whole  of  this  loan.  It  has  not  hitherto,  however, 
been  convenient  to  discharge  the  prior  loan,  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  obtained  from  the 
same  bank,  to  complete  the  price  of  the  shares,  which 
the  public  holds  in  its  capital  stock:  but,  aided  by  the 
Land-ofiSce  (which,  notwithstanding  the  late  suspen- 
sion of  business,  has  produced  the  sum  of  twenty-seven 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-five  pounds,  and  fif- 
teen shillings,  since  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  August  last) 
and  the  other  resources  of  the  state,  I  think  it  probable, 
that  this  desirable  object,  likewise,  be  shortly  accomp- 
lished. Of  the  progress  in  the  improvement  of  the  pub- 
lic roads,  and  the  inland  navigation  of  the  state,  you 
will  receive  satisfactory  information,  from  the  reports 
of  the  Agents,  and  from  the  other  documents,  which  I 
have  instructed  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  you.  As 
the  annual  appropriation  for  such  uses,  was,  however, 
revoked  by  a  late  law,  I  shall  particularly  direct  my  at- 
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tentioD  to  enforce  the  execution  of  all  the  existing  con 
tracts;  so  that,  for  the  purposes  of  en^couragemeot,  as 
well  as  of  information,  the  benefits  produced  by  the  ex- 
penditures, which  the  Legislature  has  occasionally  au- 
thorised (amounting,  since  the  adoption  of  the  present 
constitution,  to  the  sum  of  forty-seven  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-four  pounds  six  shillings  and  six 
pence,  exclusively  of  the  allowance  to  Agents  and  Sur- 
vej^ors)  may  be  ascertained  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
year.  In  the  meantime,  you  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  consider  the  special  surveys,  which  have  been  re- 
turned by  the  respective  Commissioners,  appointed  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  eleventh  day  of  April;  the 
objections  which  are  offered  to  some  of  those  surveys; 
the  deviation  formerly  recommended  to  be  made  in  the 
course  of  the  Pittsburgh  road;  and  the  expediency'  of  a 
revision  of  the  general  laws,  concerning  the  public  high- 
ways. The  causes  which  were  originally  assigned,  as 
a  justification  of  the  delay  in  laying  out  the  town  at 
Presqu'  Isle,  and  the  road  from  Reading  to  that  place 
(although  some  preparatory  steps  have  been  taken  in 
exploring  the  road)  are  strengthened  by  the  issue  of  the 
late  negotiation  with  the  Indians.  If,  therefore,  you 
contemplate  those  plans,  as  of  immediate  importance, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  adequate  means,  for  the 
protection  and  safety  of  the  Commissioners,  who  are 
employed  to  execute  them. 

To  the  several  subjects  incidentally  introduced  in 
the  course  of  this  statement,  permit  me  now.  Gentle- 
men, to  add  others,  which,  as  I  before  observed,  will  re- 
quire the  interposition  of  the  Legislature;  and  on  which, 
I  am  confident,  your  wisdom  and  industry  will  be  use- 
fully and  seasonably  exercised. 

As  every  transaction  that  is  connected  with  our  Fed- 
eral Compact  that  relates  to  its  principles  and  construc- 
tion, or  affects  its  popularity  and  preservation,  must  be 
deemed  of  primary  importance,  Itake  the  earliest  op- 
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portunitv,  at  the  request  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  Massachusetts,  to  present  to  jour  view,  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Legislature  of  that  state,  on  the  claim  of 
jurisdiction  made  bv  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  to  compel  her  to  appear  and  answer,  as  a  de- 
fendant, in  a  suit  instituted  against  her  by  an  indi- 
vidual citizen  of  another  state.  The  discussion  of  the 
question,  which  this  communication  involves,  will  un- 
avoidably lead  you  to  consider,  even  though  the  power, 
thus  claimed  (and  supported,  indeed,  by  a  decision  in 
another  cause,  of  a  similar  nature)  has  been  legiti- 
mately delegated  by  the  constitution  to  the  Supreme 
Federal  Tribunal;  whether  experience,  the  attributes  of 
state  sovereignty,  and  the  harmony  of  the  Union,  do 
not  require  that  it  should  be  abolished:  but,  whatever 
may  be  the  result  of  your  deliberations  on  that  point, 
you  cannot  fail  to  observe,  with  virtuous  satisfaction, 
and  patriotic  pride,  that,  while  an  attempt  to  reform 
the  political  systems  of  other  countries,  is  generally  op- 
posed by  all  the  arts  of  corruption,  and  embarrassed 
by  all  the  miseries  of  intestine  tumult,  the  American 
government  happily  provides,  under  circumstances 
equally  free  from  influence  and  fear,  for  the  explana- 
tion of  whatever  may  be  thought  ambiguous,  and  the 
amendment  of  whatever  may  be  found  erroneous,  in  the 
excellent  instrument  by  which  it  is  delineated. 

Before  the  present  session  is  adjourned,  your  atten- 
tion. Gentlemen,  will  be  required,  as  well  to  regulate 
the  mode  of  electing  Representatives  in  Congress,  as 
to  apportion  the  representation  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, conformably  to  the  rule  declared  in  the  fourth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution.  The 
enumeration  of  the  taxable  inhabitants,  for  the  latter 
purpose,  has  not,  however,  been  yet  received.  A  meas- 
ure that  must  be  so  beneficial  to  the  community,  as  the 
institution  of  public  schools,  cannot,  I  am  persuaded, 
require  a  constitutional  injunction,  to  secure  your  re- 
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gard;  nor,  while  the  means  of  diffusing  useful  knowl- 
edge shall  be  consulted,  will  you  neglect  to  provide  a 
competent  support  for  the  seminaries  and  teachers  of 
the  higher  branches  of  science  and  literature.  The  sys- 
tem of  our  penal  law,  is  still  susceptible  of  some  im- 
provement; and  I  think  the  law  which  respects  creditors 
and  debtors,  might  be  so  meliorated,  as  to  alleviate  the 
severity,  to  which  the  latter  are  exposed,  without  im- 
pairing the  justice,  that  is  due  to  the  former.  The 
militia  act  requires  considerable  amendments,  to 
render  it  efficient  and  satisfactory:  some  regulations 
lor  the  assessment  and  collection  of  county  rates  and 
levies,  are  indispensable;  and  the  general  wish  of  con- 
stituents claims  the  early  establishment  of  a  moderate 
fee  bill.  I  have,  on  other  occasions,  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  seasonably  providing  against  the  inconven- 
jency,  which  will  eventually  attend  the  issuing  war- 
rants for  a  greater  quantity  of  land,  than  remains  the 
property  of  the  state;  as  well  as  for  ensuring  the  pay- 
ment of  the  stipulated  price,  at  the  time  of  application; 
and  it  cannot  escape  your  observation,  that  some  pre- 
caution will  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  mischievous 
controversies,  which  may  hereafter  be  the  consequence 
of  intrusive  settlements  upon  located,  though  distant 
tracts  of  land. 

Besides  referring  these  topics  to  your  consideration, 
permit  me  to  remind  you,  that  the  act  for  extending  the 
time  allowed  to  obtain  patents  on  old  warrants  and  lo- 
cations; the  acts  providing  for  the  temporary  defence 
of  the  western  frontiers  and  the  river  Delaware;  the  act 
supplementary  to  the  general  law  for  preventing  pes- 
tilential diseases  being  brought  into  the  state;  the  act 
for  transferring  the  powers  of  the  late,  to  the  present. 
Executive;  the  act  for  regulating  the  exportation  of 
pot-ash  and  pearl-ash;  the  act  for  establishing  a  Board 
of  Wardens  at  the  Port  of  Philadelphia ;  and  the  act  for 
the  suppression  of  vice  and  immorality;  will  all  re- 
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quire  a  review,  on  account  of  the  legal  limitation  of  fhe 
respective  terms  of  their  continuing  in  force. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  proper  officers  will  deliver  to  the  Legislature  a 
general  statement  of  the  public  finances,  at  the  period 
prescribed  by  law.  In  the  meantime,  however,  it  may 
be  useful  to  inform  you,  that  between  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, and  the  thirtieth  of  November  last,  the  revenues  of 
the  state  have  produced  a  specie  sum  of  four  hundred 
and  eighty-two  thousand  and  twenty-six  dollars  and 
eighty-five  cents;  which,  being  added  to  the  balance  of 
two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-three  dollars  and  four  cents,  that  remained 
in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  year,  will 
constitute  a  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  eighty- 
nine  cents.  The  public  expenditures,  during  the  same 
term  (including,  among  other  things,  the  expences  of 
government,  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  and  the 
subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania) have  amounted  to  the  sum  of  seven  hundred 
and  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars: 
and,  consequently,  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent month,  the  surplus  money  in  the  treasury  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  fifty-six  thousand  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-one dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents.  But,  besides  the 
receipts  in  specie,  you  will  find  an  accumulation  of  a 
considerable  quantity  of  bills  of  credit;  which  wait  the 
customary  order  of  the  Legislature  to  be  destroyed. 

The  sources  from  which  the  commonwealth  draws 
her  pecuniary  supplies,  being,  at  length,  cleared  from 
embarrassment,  doubt  and  disappointment,  wall,  I  am 
persuaded,  be  guarded  and  preserved,  with  all  the  care 
of  a  prudent  and  wholesome  economy.  The  principal 
of  these,  arising  from  the  dividend  on  the  public  shares 
in  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  which  form  a  capital  of 
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one  million  of  dollars,  will,  probably,  produce  a  sum 
nearly  adequate  to  defray-  the  incidental  expences  of 
government,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  discharged  from  the 
interest  payable  on  the  money,  that  was  borrowed  to 
complete  the  state  subscription.  For  that  purpose,  as 
I  have  before  observed,  the  Land-office  (which  promises 
a  long  continuance  of  profit)  cannot  fail  to  furnish  an 
ample  fund.  The  product  of  the  permanent  taxes  on 
licenses,  writs,  and  official  certificates  issued  under  the 
seals  of  the  state,  is  of  an  encreasing  nature.  And  the 
arrearages  of  taxes,  if  properly  divided  into  install- 
ments, and  the  manner  of  collecting  them  is  rendered 
more  efficient,  may  still  be  considered  as  a  valuable  re- 
source. 

It  is  proper,  however,  in  this  place,  to  inform  you, 
that  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury represents,  that  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners 
for  settling  the  accounts  between  the  United,  and  the 
individual.  States,  a  balance  of  seventy-six  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  nine  dollars  is  declared  against  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  principal  objects,  for  the  public  service,  which 
require  an  appropriation,  have  been  already  suggested; 
and  the  amount  of  the  certificates,  that  have  been  is- 
sued for  unfunded  debt,  liquidated  during  the  recess  of 
the  Legislature,  will  be  exhibited  to  you,  in  the  Reg- 
ister General's  official  report. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

As  citizens  and  legislators  of  an  important  member 
of  the  Union,  you  cannot  regard,  with  indifference,  the 
proceedings  of  the  General  Government;  nor  the  ef- 
fects of  foreign  transactions,  upon  the  tranquility  and 
prosperity  of  the  United  States.  However  distinct  the 
Federal  and  state  jurisdictions  may,  theoretically,  ap 
pear  to  be,  they  will,  in  practice,  be  found  mutually  de 
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pendent,  and  mutually  interesting.  If  they  are  guided 
by  a  correspondent  policy,  each  is  happily  calculated 
to  strengthen  and  adorn  the  other;  but  the  want  of 
harmony  in  their  operations,  must  be  alike  enervating 
and  injurious  to  both.  At  a  period  so  critical  as  the 
present,  this  great  political  truth  cannot  be  too  gener- 
ally diffused,  nor  too  publicly  avowed.  The  dignity, 
the  energy,  and,  perhaps,  the  peace  of  our  country,  de- 
pend, not  only  upon  the  wisdom  of  those,  to  whom  the 
administration  of  our  national  affairs  is  immediately 
entrusted;  but  upon  the  sense,  which  the  people  shall 
manifest  of  their  conduct,  and  the  support,  which  they 
shall  derive  from  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
individual  states.  For  my  part,  I  have  uniformly  con- 
sidered a  prompt  co-operation,  in  all  the  constitutional 
measures  of  the  General  Government,  as  an  important 
duty;  and,  therefore,  I  cannot  close  a  recapitulation  of 
subjects  deserving  legislative  attention,  without  anx- 
iously recommending  the  principle  of  that  opinion,  to 
all  the  aid  which  your  representative  character,  or 
private  influence,  enables  you  to  bestow. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia.  December  5th,  1793. 


To  the  Assembly  advising  of  the  transmittal  of  cer- 
tain documents  and  rectifying  an  error  in  the  Gov- 
ernor's late  message. 

'  Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  DIRECTED  THE   SECRETARY  TO  LAY 
before  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Health-offi- 
cer, stating  his  losses  during  the  late  calamity,  and 
soliciting  an  indemnification  from  the  Legislature;  a 
copy  of  a  representation  from  the  same  officer,  relative 
to  the  employing  a  Harbour  Master  for  the  port;  and  a 
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copy  of  the  remonstrance  of  sundry  citizens  against  es- 
tablishing the  proposed  canal  between  the  rivers  Sus- 
quehanna and  Schuylkill. 

A  communication,  which  has  recently  been  made  to 
me  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  shewing  that  the  Leg- 
islature of  that  commonwealth  corresponds  in  the  sen- 
timents, expressed  by  the  commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, upon  the  claim  of  jurisdiction,  made  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  a  suit 
instituted  against  a  state,  by  an  individual  citizen  of 
another  state,  will,  likewise,  be  submitted  to  your  con- 
sideration. 

Permit  me.  Gentlemen,  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
rectifying  a  mistake  in  my  late  Address:  upon  recur- 
ring to  the  documents  respecting  the  state  subscrip- 
tion to  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  I  find  that  a  warrant 
was  drawn,  on  the  fourth  of  September  last,  for  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  in  favor  of  the  President  and  Di- 
rectors of  that  institution;  which  reduced  the  sum,  to 
be  borrowed  for  completing  the  price  of  the  state 
shares,  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  December  14th,  1793. 


To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  announcing  the  re-ap- 
pointment of  James  Dallas  to  be  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Sir: 

BE  PLEASED  TO  INFORM  THE  SENATE,  THAT 
I  have,  this  day,  re-appointed  and  commissioned 
Alexander  James  Dallas,  to  be  the  Secretary  of 
the  commonwealth,  during  my  continuance  in  oflSce, 
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agreeably  to  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  second  article 
of  the  constitution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  December  17th,  1793. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  payments  made  to- 
ward discharging  the  loan  obtained  from  the  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen : 

FOR  THE  INFORMATION  OF  THE  LEGISLA- 
ture,  permit  me  to  state,  thai,  in  pursuance  of  the 
power  vested  in  me,  by  law,  I  have  made  two  ad- 
ditional payments,  out  of  the  unappropriated  money 
lying  in  the  treasury,  towards  discharging  the  loan,  ob- 
tained from  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  for  completing 
the  state  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  that  in- 
stitution. The  first  payment,  amounting  to  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  was  made  on  the  twentieth  instant;  and 
the  second  payment,  amounting  to  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars,* was  made  this  day.  The  ballance,  now  remain- 
ing due,  on  account  of  the  loan,  is  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  December  30th,  1793. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  establishment  of  a 
fort  and  the  maintenance  of  a  party  at  Mud  Island. 

Gentlemen : 

PERMIT  ME  TO  REMIND  YOU,  THAT  THE  FUND 
heretofore  appropriated,  by  law,  for  establishing 
a  fort,  and  maintaining  a  party,  at  Mud-Island, 
is  exhausted;  and,  that  a  further  provision,  for  this 
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service,  consequently,  requires  your  immediate  atteu- 
tion. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  January  7th,  1794. 


To  the  Assembly  regarding  the  transmittal  of  certain 
reports  from  the  Land  office. 
Gentlemen : 

IN  ADDITION  TO  MY  FORMER  REPRESENTA- 
tions  respecting  the  Land-office,  I  have  directed  the 
Secretary  of  the  commonwealth  to  lay  before  you 
the  reports,  which  have  recently  been  obtained,  with  a 
view  to  your  information.  By  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Land-office  it  will  appear,  that,  from  the 
second  of  May,  1792,  to  the  ninth  of  January,  1794,  in- 
clusive, the  applications  for  lands,  in  the  old  purchase, 
upon  which  no  payments  have  been  made,  amount  to 
two  million  seven  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  acres;  and  the  applications  for 
lands  west  of  Ohio  and  Allegheny,  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances, amount  to  one  million  four  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  six  hundred  acres.  By  the  report  of 
the  Receiver  General,  you  will  find  the  name  of  the  war- 
rantees, the  number  of  warrants  made  out,  but  unpaid 
for,  and  the  total  amount  of  acres,  comprised  in  those 
warrants,  laying  in  the  old  and  new  purchases;  and,  by 
a  general  statement,  likewise  furnished  by  the  last  men- 
tioned officer,  you  will  be  able  to  take  a  comprehensive 
view  of  the  amount  of  the  receipts,  of  every  description, 
in  the  Land-office,  from  the  eighteenth  of  June,  1781,  to 
the  twentieth  of  Docember,  1793.  These  documents 
will  enforce  the  necessity  of  making  such  alterations 
in  the  Land-office,  as,  in  your  judgment,  shall  be  best 
calculated  to  ensure  regularity,  certainty,  and  emolu- 
ment, in  its  various  operations. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
Philadelphia,  January  20th,  1794, 
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To  the  Assembly  recommending  the  renewal  of  meas- 
ures for  guarding  against  the  introduction  of  in- 
fectious diseases  and  further  provision  for  maintain- 
ing the  fort  at  Mud  Island. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  MASTER  WARDEN  OF  THE  PORT  HAS 
represented  to  me,  that  the  information  which  he 
has  received,  through  various  channels,  affords 
great  reason  to  apprehend,  that  a  pestilential  fever 
rages  in  several  of  the  WestTndia  Islands,  with  which 
we  maintain  a  considerable  intercourse.  It  becomes 
necessary,  therefore,  to  remind  3'ou,  that  the  temporary 
powers  vested  in  the  Governor,  by  the  act  of  the  fifth 
day  of  September  last,  for  the  purpose  of  guarding 
against  the  introduction  of  malignant  disorders,  have 
expired;  and  that  the  precautions,  authorised  by  the 
preceding  act  (as  you  will  more  particularly  perceive 
from  the  report  of  the  Health  Officer  which  accom- 
panies this  message)  are  incompetent  to  the  object. 

I  take  the  present  opportunity,  likewise,  to  inform 
you,  that,  unless  some  legislative  provision  is  made, 
the  fort  at  Mud  Island  cannot  be  maintained  many  days 
longer;  though,  as  the  navigation  of  the  river  is  free 
from  the  interruption  usual  at  this  season,  the  estab- 
lishment is  now  as  necessary  as  at  any  former  period. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  January  24th,  1794. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  declaring  void  the  election 
of  Albert  Gallatin  as  Senator  to  represent  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  PRESIDENT    OF  THE    SENATE  OF    THE 
United  States  has  transmitted  to  me  an  authentic 
copy  of  the  resolutions  of  that  body,  declaring  the 
election  of  Albert  Gallatin,  to  represent  the  State  of 
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Pennsylvania  as  a  Senator,  to  be  void.  These  resolu- 
tions the  Secretary  will  lay  before  you;  and  I  beg  leave, 
while  making  this  communication,  to  recommend,  that 
the  vacancy  in  an  office  of  so  much  importance  to  the 
commonwealth,  may  be  filled  with  all  convenient  dis- 
patch. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  March  1st,  1794. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  payment  of  the  loan 
from  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 

IT  IS  PROPER  TO  INFORM  YOU,  THAT  ON  THE 
twenty-fifth  of  February  last,  I  issued  a  warrant 
in  favor  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania,  for  seventy  thousand  dollars;  and 
that,  this  day,  I  have  issued  another  warrant,  in  their 
favor,  for  the  sum  of  fifty-one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty-five  dollars,  which  sums  complete  the  pay- 
ment of  the  loan,  borrowed  from  the  bank,  to  discharge 
the  amount  of  the  state  subscription  to  the  capital 
stock  of  that  institution. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  March  13th,  1794. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  a  quarantine  on  vessels 
in  the  Delaware  and  recommending  a  further  ap- 
propriation for  the  road  from  Franktown  to  Pitts- 
burg. 

Gentlemen : 

1  THINK  IT  PROPER  TO  INFORM  YOU,  THAT,  IN 
consequence  of  informal  ion  being  received,  that  a 
contagious  fever  rages  in  the  West  Indies,  I  have 
jflirected  all  vessels,  coming  from  tlia(  (piarter,  to  per- 
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form  a  reasonable  quarantine  in  the  stream  of  the  river 
Delaware  opposite  to  Fort  Mifflin;  and  I  have  instructed 
the  Secretary  to  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  the  orders 
which  I  have  issued  on  the  occasion. 

I  take  this  opportunity,  likewise,  to  submit  to  your 
consideration  the  representation  of  the  agents  of  in- 
formation, stating  the  deficiency  of  the  fund  hereto- 
fore appropriated  for  the  road  from  Frankstown  to 
Pittsburgh;  and  recommending,  in  which  you  will  per- 
mit me  to  join  them,  a  further  appropriation. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  March  13th,  1794. 


To  the  Assembly  advising  of  the  reception  of  the  pro- 
posed amendments  to  the  Federal  Constitution  and 
of  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina upon  the  same. 

Gentlemen: 

HAVING  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT 
a  copy  of  the  amendments,  proposed  by  Con- 
gress, to  be  added  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  respecting  the  judicial  power  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  J  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay 
the  same  before  you;  and,  likewise,  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  communicating  the  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  North  Carolina,  recently  transmitted  to  me  by 
the  Governor  of  that  state,  upon  the  subject  to  which 
the  amendment  relates. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  March  20th,  1794. 
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To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  miUtia  law. 

Gentlemen: 

AS  THE  PRESENT  SESSION  IS  DRAWING  TO  A 
close,  and  the  state  of  our  public  affairs  renders 
it  necessary  to  take  every  precaution,  for  placing 
our  militia  on  an  efficient  footing,  I  think  it  incumbent 
upon  me  to  call  your  attention  to  that  part  of  the  militia 
law,  which  directs  every  enrolled  citizen  to  arm  and 
equip  himself,  but,  at  the  same  time,  provides,  that, 
^'Whenever  the  field  officers  of  any  regiment  shall  judge 
any  person,  enrolled  therein,  unable  to  arm  and  equip 
himself,  such  person  shall  not  be  subject  to  any  fine  for 
not  arming." 

If  the  proposition,  now  before  Congress,  for  raising  a 
body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  should  be 
adopted,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  existing  law  of 
Pennsylvania,  subject  to  the  qualification  which  I  have 
cited,  does  not  sufficiently  provide  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping the  quota,  that  will  be  required  from  this  common- 
wealth: Permit  me,  therefore,  to  recommend  the  sub- 
ject to  your  immediate  consideration,  in  full  confidence 
that  you  will  make  such  arrangements,  as  will  effectu- 
ally obviate  the  difficulty  that  may,  otherwise,  occur. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  March  31st,  1794. 


To  the  Assembly  announcing  the  resignation  of  John 
Nicholson  from  the  office  of  Comptroller  General. 

Gentlemen: 

MR.  NICHOLSON  HAS  SUPERSEDED  THE  NE- 
cessity  of  a  removal,  by  resigning  the  office  of 
Comptroller  General,  which  resignation  I  accept- 
ed on  Tuesday  last. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
April  Uth,  1794. 
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Proclamation  Convoking  the  Assembly  to  Take  Ac- 
tion in  connection  with  the  ''Whiskey  Insurrec- 
tion." 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

IN  THE  NAME  AND   BY   THE   AUTHORITY   OF 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
By  THOMAS  MIFFLIN,    Governor  of  the    said 
Commonwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  appears  in  and  by  a 
Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  bearing  even  date  here- 
'with,  that  certain  acts  have  been  per- 
petrated in  the  western  parts  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  he  is  advised  amount  to  Treas- 
on, being  overt  acts  of  levying  war  against  the 
United  States;  that  James  Wilson,  an  associate  Jus- 
tice, on  the  fourth  instant,  by  writing  under  his  hand, 
did,  from  evidence  which  had  been  laid  before  him, 
notify  to  the  President,  that  in  the  Counties  of  Wash- 
ington and  Allegheny  in  Pennsylvania,  laws  of  the 
United  States  are  opposed,  and  the  execution  thereof 
obstructed,  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  sup- 
pressed by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings, 
or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  Marshall  of  that  district; 
and  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  President  it  is  neces- 
sary, under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  take  meas- 
ures for  calling  forth  the  Militia;  in  order  to  suppress 
the  combinations  aforesaid,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to 
bo  duly  executed:  And  Whereas  it  appears  to  me  ex- 
pedient, that,  on  this  extraordinary  occasion,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  should  be  convened,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  the  premises  into  their  serious  consideration,  of 
deriving  the  necessary  means  to  maintain  the  peace  and 
dignity  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of  providing  more 
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effectually,  than  the  existing  laws  provide,  for  organiz- 
ing, arming  and  equipping  the  Militia,  in  order  to  en- 
sure a  prompt  and  faithful  compliance  with  the  orders 
of  Government,  and  of  such  requisitions,  as  the  Presi- 
dent shall  make  in  pursuance  of  his  constitutional  and 
legal  powers:  Therefore,  and  by  virtue  of  the  author- 
ity in  such  case  to  me  given,  in  and  by  the  constitution 
of  the  Commonwealth,  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation, 
hereby  convening  the  General  Assembly;  to  meet  at 
the  State  House  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  Monday, 
the  first  day  of  September  next;  and  of  w^hich  meeting, 
all  persons  therein  concerned,  are  required  to  take  due 
notice. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  said 
Commonwealth  at  Philadelphia  this  seventh  day  of 
August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
nineteenth. 

By  the  Governor, 

A.  J.  Dallas, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly    concerning   the 
''Whiskey  Insurrection." — 1794. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

A  SOLEMN  DECLARATION  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 
has  announced,  that,  in  pursuance  of  combina- 
tions to  defeat  the  execution  of  the  laws,  laying 
duties  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
and  upon  stills,  "many  persons  in  the  western  parts  of 
Pennsylvania,  had  at  length  been  hardy  enough  to  per- 
petrate acts,  w^hich  he  is  advised  amount  to  treason, 
being  overt-acts  of  levying  war  against  the  United 
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States.'^  A  communication  to  me  has  likewise  ex- 
pressed his  determination  "to  take  measures  for  call- 
ing forth  the  militia  in  order  to  suppress  those  combi- 
nations, and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed." 
These  occurrences  have  appeared,  in  my  judgment,  to 
be  of  a  nature  and  tendency  so  interesting  and  momen- 
tous, as  to  claim,  independent  of  every  other  considera- 
tion, an  exercise  of  the  Executive  authority,  to  con- 
vene the  General  Assembly,  upon  extraordinary  occa- 
sions. 

I  am  sensible,  Gentlemen,  of  the  great  inconveniency 
which,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  must  attend  your 
compliance  with  the  summons,  that  has  been  accord- 
ingly issued;  but  experience  justifies  an  expectation, 
that  you  will  consider  every  private  sacrifice  amply 
compensated,  by  the  opportunity  of  contributing  to 
restore  public  tranquility  and  order.  Unless,  indeed, 
that  wholesome  subordination  to  the  laws,  which  con- 
fers on  virtue  its  merited  safety,  which  secures  to  in- 
dustry its  laudable  acquisition,  and  which  shelters 
freedom  from  the  blasts  of  licentiousness,  can  be  in- 
troduced and  preserved,  we  pursue,  in  vain,  the  avoca- 
tions of  domestic  life,  and  boast,  without  pretext,  of 
equal  rights  and  civil  liberty. 

The  impracticability  of  combining  social  order  with 
the  principles  of  a  free  republic,  so  long  the  favorite 
assertion  of  interested  statesmen,  seemed  already  to 
have  received  a  satisfactory  refutation  from  the  ex- 
periment, which  our  country  had  made.  The  friends 
of  liberty,  who  had  rejoiced  in  the  accomplishment  of 
our  revolution,  beheld,  with  still  greater  exultation, 
the  peaceable,  and  almost  unanimous,  adoption  of  our 
federal  constitution.  The  visible  effects  of  this  system, 
raised  upon  the  firm  basis  of  popular  representation, 
and  directed  to  the  legitimate  objects  of  government, 
attracted  the  attention,  and  hitherto  have  excited  the 
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admiration,  or  envy,  of  mankind.  If,  indeed,  we  exam- 
ine, more  particularly,  the  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment, we  shall  find,  that,  elevating  our  federal  charac- 
ter from  a  state  of  degredation,  the  American  Union 
has  been  rendered  respectable  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth.  While  Europe  is  involved  in  all  the  horrors 
of  war,  and  is  distracted  by  the  embarrassment  of  her 
finances,  we  find  our  country  preserved  fix)m  a  partici 
pation  in  the  dreadful  conflict;  and  its  treasury  exhib- 
iting no  claim  to  diminish  the  profits  of  genius  or  labor, 
but  what  is  necessarily  to  protect  a  distant  and  de- 
fenceless frontier  from  savage  depredations,  to  pay  an 
honest  debt,  the  price  of  our  national  independence, 
or  to  defray  the  unavoidable  expenses  of  government, 
the  price  of  our  political  establishment.  In  other 
countries,  too,  the  disposition,  the  interest  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  government,  may  be  distinguished 
from  the  disposition,  the  interest,  and  the  prosperity 
of  the  people:  but  so  long  as  the  spirit  of  our  social 
compact  continues  to  operate;  so  long  as  the  laws  are 
enacted  by  the  immediate  authority,  and  maintained 
by  the  ready  obedience,  of  the  citizens,  that  odious  dis- 
tinction cannot  be  generated  here.  With  the  pros- 
perity of  the  American  Government,  the  prosperity  of 
the  American  People  must  be  coeval  and  commensu- 
rate. Thus,  the  reputation  which  our  government  has 
acquired  abroad,  the  peace  which  it  has  preserved  at 
home,  and  the  moderation  of  its  fiscal  demands,  are  in- 
timately and  obviously  allied  to  the  morality,  the  in- 
dustry, the  affluence,  and  the  happiness,  which  appear 
in  all  the  circles  of  domestic  life. 

But  a  period  has  unfortunately  arrived,  which  ren- 
ders it  indispensable  to  remark,  that  this  scene,  so 
honorable  and  so  beneficial  to  our  country,  can  only  be 
perpetuated  by  the  efficient  means,  which  have  pro- 
duced it.  The  establishment  of  a  free  government, 
with  a  competent  legislative  power,  and  the  certainty 
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of  sabmission  to  tlie  laws  when  duly  made,  were  tlie 
real  sources  of  our  prosperity: — nothing  more  will  be 
necessary  to  convert  all  our  enjoyments  into  cares, 
than  the  dissemination  of  an  unmerited  contempt  for 
the  government,  which  the  people  have  thus  created, 
or  the  practice  of  an  unconstitutional  opposition  to 
the  laws,  which  they  have  thus  authorized  to  be  en- 
acted. Such  proceedings,  indeed,  are  not  less  un- 
reasonable in  their  nature,  than  pernicious  in  their 
consequences.  It  is  unreasonable  in  a  republic,  to  op- 
pose a  measure,  which  our  Representatives  have  been 
empowered  to  adopt:  it  is  unreasonable  to  risque  the 
subversion  of  the  government,  merely  to  extort,  what 
a  change  of  our  Representatives  ma^-  procure:  it  is  uu- 
reasonable  to  resist  by  the  force  of  arms,  what  could 
not  be  prevented  by  the  force  of  argument:  and  above 
all,  it  is  unreasonable  that  the  few  should  counteract 
the  will  of  the  many,  or  that  a  part  of  the  community 
should  undertake  to  prescribe  to  the  whole. 

I  enquire  not.  Gentlemen,  whether  there  was  any 
original  impolicy,  or  whether  there  is  any  oppressive 
operation  in  the  laws,  which  the  present  occasion  par- 
ticularly contemplates:  it  is  enough  for  my  object  to 
know,  that  they  exist  by  an  authority  competent  to 
make  them;  for,  this  knowledge  (speaking  as  a  Magis- 
trate, or  as  a  Freeman)  is  enough  to  convince  me,  that 
they  ought  to  be  obeyed.  If  an  abstract  opinion,  con- 
troverting the  policy  of  any  legislative  act;  or  if  a  par- 
tial inconvenience  resulting  from  the  operation  of  a 
general  law^,  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  vindication  for 
disobedience,  and  hostile  opposition,  to  the  govern- 
ment, on  what  foundation  can  we  longer  rest  the  na- 
tional hopes  of  respect,  tranquility  and  order?  In  a 
country  so  extensive,  with  interests  so  various,  and 
with  habits  so  diversified,  can  we  expect  from  human 
wisdom,  a  system  of  legislation,  that  shall  reconcile 
every  difference  or  gratify  every  prejudice?       Or  is 
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there  any  principle  of  discrimination,  tliat  will  warrant 
a  compliance  with  the  local  pretensions  of  one  district, 
and  justify  the  denial  of  a  similar  indulgence,  to  the 
local  pretensions  of  any  district,  in  the  Union?  En- 
quiries of  this  kind  must  inevitably  terminate  in  a  con- 
yiction,  that  there  is  no  alternatiye  in  a  free  country, 
but  a  submission  to  the  laws  ordained  by  the  regular 
exercise  of  constitutional  authority;  or  a  subjection  to 
the  anarchy,  produced  invariably  by  a  popular  disre- 
gard of  social  obligation.  Here,  therefore,  is  the  point 
for  serious  deliberation :  for  should  the  vent  be  unpro- 
pitious  to  the  laws,  the  glorious  harvest  of  our  revolu- 
tion will  be  wantonly  laid  waste;  the  foes  of  freedom 
and  republicanism  will  acquire  new  energy  from  our 
disgrace;  the  present  age  will  regard  our  conduct  with 
contempt,  and  posterity  will  pi^^nounce  our  names  with 
detestation.  To  us,  Gentlemen,  in  particular,  this 
dreadful  reflection  must  bring  additional  pain,  should 
the  calamity  which  it  contemplates,  be  occasioned,  or 
prompted,  by  the  fatal  example  of  Pennsylvania. 

That  the  acts  of  Congress,  commonly  called  Excise- 
laws,  had  created  considerable  discontent  in  various 
parts  of  the  state ;  that  this  discontent  had  been  mani- 
fested, not  only  by  a  non-compliance  with  the  laws,  but 
by  an  irregular  and  violent  conduct  towards  the  offi- 
cei^,  who  were  employed  to  execute  them,  have  long 
been  circumstances  of  public  notoriety;  and,  at  an  early 
period  -of  my  administration,  were  mentioned  as  a  pro- 
per subject  for  legislative  animadversion.  With  a 
design  to  facilitate  the  measures  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, I  employed,  likewise,  repeated  opportunities 
to  inculcate  the  indispensable  duty  of  obedience  to  the 
laws;  and,  from  time  to  time,  I  received  with  peculiar 
satisfaction,  the  strongest  assurances,  that,  on  the  part 
of  the  state  officers,  every  reasonable  exertion  would 
be  made,  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  their  fellow  citi- 
zens, and  to  effectuate  the  acts  of  the  Union.     It  is  to 
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be  lamented,  however,  that  the  result  of  these  efforts, 
has  not  corresponded  with  the  expectation  which  I  had 
formed."  The  spirit  of  law^less  opposition  seems  to  have 
acquired  fresh  vigour  during  a  transient  sleep;  and, 
being  at  length  excited  into  action,  it  has  recently  vio- 
lated the  public  peace,  overthrowing,  in  its  career,  the 
barriers  of  personal  safety,  and  the  safeguards  of  pri- 
vate property. 

From  the  information,  which  I  have  collected 
through  various  channels,  and  the  result  of  which  it  is 
my  duty,  Gentlemen,  to  submit  to  your  observation, 
it  may  be  conjectured,  that,  at  the  period  of  perpetra- 
ting the  late  outrageous  riots,  in  the  western  parts  of 
the  state,  the  principal  source  of  discontent,  had  been 
augmented  by  several  collateral  considerations.  Under 
circumstances  peculiarly  inauspicious,  therefore,  the 
Marshal  of  the  district  seems  to  have  entered  the  west- 
ern countries,  to  serve  certain  judiciary  process,  by 
which  a  number  of  citizens,  who  had  omitted  to  enter 
their  stills,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  Congress,  w^ere  sum- 
moned to  appear  at  a  District  Court,  to  be  holden  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  From,  the  documents  which 
I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  on  the  sub- 
ject, it  appears,  that  this  officer  was  allowed,  without 
injury,  or  molestation,  to  discharge  his  duty  in  the 
county  of  Fayette;  that  proceeding  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  he  requested  the 
company  and  assistance  of  General  Nevill,  the  Inspec- 
tor of  the  revenue;  that  while  thus  accompanied  he 
suffered  some  insults,  and  encountered  some  opposi- 
tion; that  considerable  bodies  of  armed  men,  having  at 
several  times  demanded  the  surrender  of  General 
NevilPs  commission  and  papers,  attacked  and  ulti- 
mately destroyed  his  house  and  other  valuable  pro- 
perty; that  these  rioters  (of  whom  a  few  were  killed 
and  many  wounded)  having  made  the  Marshal,  to- 
gether with  other  citizens,  prisoners,  released  th^t 
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officer  in  consideration  of  a  promise  that  he  would  not 
serve  any  more  process  on  the  western  side  of  the  Al- 
legheny mountain;  that,  under  a  just  apprehension  of 
violence,  General  Nevill,  before  his  house  was  de- 
stroyed, applied  to  two  of  the  Judges  of  the  county  of 
Allegheny  for  the  protection  of  his  property,  but  the 
Judges  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  July,  the  day  on 
which  his  house  w^as  destroyed,  declared  that  they 
could  not,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country, 
afford  the  protection  that  was  requested,  though  they 
offered  to  institute  prosecutions  against  the  offenders; 
and  that  General  Nevill  and  the  Marshal,  menaced  with 
further  outrage  by  the  rioters,  had  been  under  the  nec- 
essity of  repairing,  by  a  circuitous  route,  to  Philadel- 
phia. To  this  out-line  of  the  information,  which  was 
received  immediately  after  the  riots,  the  stoppage  of 
the  public  mail,  the  expulsion  of  several  friends  to  gov- 
ernment from  Pittsburgh,  and  the  measures  taken  to 
establish  a  correspondence  and  concert  among  the 
rioters,  must  be  regarded  as  circumstances  of  great 
aggravation  and  alarm. 

As  soon  as  the  intelligence  of  these  lawless  proceed- 
ings had  arrived,  letters  were  addressed,  under  my 
instructions,  to  every  Judge,  Justice,  Sheriff,  Brigade 
Inspector,  in  short,  to  every  public  officer,  residing  in 
the  western  counties,  expressing  the  regret  and  indig- 
nation, which  the  event  had  produced;  and  requiring 
the  exertion  of  their  influence  and  authority  to  sup- 
press the  tumults  and  punish  the  offenders.  The  At- 
torney General  of  the  state  was,  likewise,  desired  to 
investigate  the  circumstances  of  the  riot,  to  ascertain 
the  names  of  the  rioters,  and  to  institute  the  regular 
process  of  the  law  for  bringing  the  leaders  to  justice. 
This  judiciary  course  of  proceedings,  the  only  one, 
which  at  that  period,  appeared  lawful  to  be  pursued  on 
my  part,  was  recommended  by  the  success  that  had  at- 
tended it  upon  former  occasions.     Riots  have  hereto- 
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fore  been  committed  in  opposition  to  the  laws  of  Penn- 
sylvania, but  the  rioters  have  been  invariably  punished 
by  our  courts  of  justice.  In  opposition  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  in  opposition  to  the  very  laws  now 
opposed,  and  in  the  very  counties  supposed  to  be  com- 
bined in  the  present  opposition,  riots  have,  likewise, 
formerly  occurred,  but,  in  exevy  instance  supported 
by  legal  proof  (and  several  such  instances  are  specified 
in  the  documents  that  accompanied  my  address  to  the 
Legislature  on  the  seventh  of  December,  1792)  the 
oifenders  have  been  indicted,  convicted,  and  punished, 
by  the  tribunals  of  the  state.  To  support  the  au- 
thiority  of  the  Union,  by  an  exertion  of  the  authority  of 
the  state,  has  ever,  indeed,  constituted  a  favorite  ob- 
ject of  my  official  attention:  and  I  shall  always  be  per- 
suaded, that  if  the  purposes  of  justice  can  be  attained, 
if  obedience  to  the  laws  can  be  restored,  and  if  the 
horrors  of  a  civil  war  can  be  averted,  by  that  auxiliary 
intervention,  no  idea  of  placing  an  individual  state 
in  too  distinct — too  important  a  point  of  view,  or  of  in- 
terfering with  the  exercise  of  a  concurrent  federal 
jurisdiction,  can  be  sufficiently  clear  or  cogent,  to 
supercede  such  momentous  considerations. 

But  it  may  be  suggested,  that  the  extent  and  vio- 
lence of  the  late  disturbances  required  a  more  ener- 
getic course,  and  would  have  justified  an  immediate 
interposition  of  the  militia.  For  my  part.  Gentlemen, 
I  confess,  that  in  manifesting  a  zealous  disposition  to 
secure  obedience  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  our 
country,  I  shall  ever  prefer  the  instruments  of  concili- 
ation to  those  of  coercion,  and  never,  but  in  the  last 
resort,  countenance  a  dereliction  of  judiciary  authority, 
for  the  exertion  of  military  force.  Before  the  Presi- 
dent had  determined  to  employ  the  militia  on  this 
occasion,  the  incompetency  of  the  judiciary  , de- 
partment of  the  government  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
vindicate    the    violated    laws    had    not    been    made 
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sufficiently  apparent.  That  the  laws  of  the  Union 
are  the  laws  of  the  state,  is  a  constitutional 
axiom  that  will  never  be  controverted;  but  the  mere 
circumstance,  that  the  riots  were  committed  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  laws  of  the  Union,  could  neither  enlarge, 
nor  alter,  the  powers  of  the  State  Government;  for  in 
executing  the  laws,  or  maintaining  the  authority  of  the 
Union,  the  officers  of  Pennsylvania  can  only  employ  the 
same  means,  by  which  the  more  peculiarly  municipal 
laws  and  authority  of  the  state  are  executed  and 
maintained.  Under  a  solemn  conviction,  then,  that 
the  military  power  of  the  government  ought  not  to 
be  employed,  until  its  judiciary,  after  a  fair  experi- 
ment, has  proved  incompetent  to  enforce  obedience, 
or  to  punish  infractions  of  the  law,  I  conceived  that 
nothing  more  w^as  due  to  good  faith  and  justice  than 
an  assurance  that  the  measures  which  were  taken 
would  have  been  precisely  the  same,  had  the  riot  been 
unconnected  with  the  system  of  federal  policy.  If  the 
riot  had  been  unconnected  with  the  system  of  federal 
policy,  the  vindication  of  our  laws  upon  the  arrival  of 
the  first  intelligence  would  have  been  left  to  the  or- 
dinary course  of  justice;  and  only  in  the  last  resort  at 
the  requisition,  and  as  an  auxiliary  of  the  civil  au- 
thority, would  the  military  force  of  the  state  be  called 
forth. 

For,  it  is  of  some  importance.  Gentlemen,  to  recol- 
lect that,  at  this  time,  no  positive  law  of  the  state 
exists,  by  which  the  exigency  that  will  justify  an 
appeal  from  the  political,  to  the  physical,  strength  of 
our  country,  is  defined;  or  by  which  the  evidence,  to 
prove  the  existence  of  that  exigency,  is  regulated  and 
prescribed.  It  is  true,  that,  in  seasons  of  tumult  and 
insurrection,  when  the  civil  authority  has  declared 
itself  incompetent  to  the  discharge  of  its  functions,  a 
duty  may  be  presumed  to  result,  from  the  nature  and 
constitution  of  the  Executive  Office,  to  aid  the  execu- 
tioii  of  the  laws,  by  every  other  legitimate  means. 
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But  in  the  performance  of  a  discretionary  trust,  so 
charged  with  official  responsibility,  as  it  affects  the 
Magistrate,  and  so  exposed  to  patriotic  jealousy  as  it 
affects  the  citizens,  every  construction  of  the  circum- 
stances that  occur,  should,  in  my  judgment,  be  the 
effect  of  serious  deliberation;  and  every  step  that  is 
taken,  in  a  military  course,  should  be  directed  and  cir- 
cumscribed, by  the  necessity  which  impels  it.  Besides, 
therefore,  the  recollection  that  in  similar  extremities 
the  judiciary  department  of  our  government  had  main- 
tained its  authority,  by  punishing  the  violators  of 
the  public  peace;  and  besides  the  defect  originally  of 
satisfactory  proof  to  evince  that,  on  this  occasion,  its 
authority  had  failed;  there  were  considerations  of 
policy,  that  added  a  powerful  influence  to  recommend 
the  lenient  course,  which,  as  an  Executive  Magistrate, 
I  had  determined  to  pursue. 

In  a  free  country,  it  must  be  expedient  to  convince 
the  citizens  of  the  necessity,  that  shall  at  any  time 
induce  the  government  to  employ  the  coercive  au- 
thority, with  which  it  is  invested.  To  convince  them 
that  it  is  necessary  to  call  forth  the  military  power, 
for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  laws,  it  must  be  shewn 
that  the  judicial  power  has  in  vain  attempted  to 
punish  those  who  violate  them.  The  citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania (however  a  part  of  them  may,  for  a  while,  be 
deluded)  are  the  friends  of  law  and  order;  but  when 
the  inhabitants  of  one  district  shall  be  required  to  take 
arms  against  the  inhabitants  of  another,  their  general 
character  did  not  authorize  me  to  expect  a  passive 
obedience  to  the  mandates  of  government.  I  believed, 
that  as  freemen  they  would  enquire  into  the  cause 
and  nature  of  the  service  proposed  to  them;  and  T 
believed  that  their  alacrity  in  performing,  as  well  as  in 
accepting  it,  would  essentially  depend  on  their  opinion 
of  its  justice  and  necessity.  Hence,  therefore,  my 
solicitude,    to    ascertain,    in    the    clearest    manner. 
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whether  the  judiciaiy  authority  had  been  tried  in  vain: 
for,  under  an*  assurance,  that  every  other  reasonable 
expedient  had  been  resorted  to,  I  was  confident  that 
the  public  opinion  would  sanctify  the  most  vigorous 
exertion  of  the  whole  force,  which  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  state  entrust  to  me;  and  that  every  good 
citizen  would  willingly  lend  his  aid,  to  strengthen  and 
promote  the  measures  that  were  thus  unavoidably  em- 
ployed for  restoring  the  authority  of  the  laws. 

Upon  great  political  emergencies,  the  effect,  like- 
wise, of  every  measure,  should  be  deliberately  weighed. 
Anticipating  the  probable  consequences  of  an  awful 
appeal  to  arms,  I  could  not  avoid  impressions,  which 
are  of  a  nature  too  painful,  and  too  delicate,  for  public 
recapitulation;  but  which  will  readily  occur  to  every 
reflecting  mind. 

From  the  situation  that  has  been  represented,  I  was 
relieved,  however.  Gentlemen,  by  the  conduct  which 
the  Federal  Government  has  determined  to  adopt  upon 
the  occasion  J  and  by  which,  it  is  obvious,  that  my  in- 
terference, in  a  separate  and  unconnected  manner,  to 
embody  any  part  of  the  militia,  would  be  rendered 
uselessly  expensive  to  the  state,  unnecessarily  burthen- 
some  to  the  citizens,  and  might  be  eventually  intro- 
ductory of  embarrassment  and  confusion,  instead  of 
a  system  and  co-operation.  The  complicated  nature 
of  the  outrages,  wihch  were  committed  upon  the  pub- 
lic peace,  gave,  indeed,  a  jurisdiction  to  both  govern- 
ments; but  in  the  judiciary,  as  well  as  in  the  military 
department,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  expedient,  that  the 
subject  should  be  left  entirely  to  the  management 
either  of  the  state,or  of  the  General  Government :  for 
the  very  important  difference,  which  is  supposed  to 
exist  in  the  nature  and  consequences  of  the  offences, 
when  contemi>lated  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  when  contemplated  by  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania, 
must,  otherwise,  destroy  that  uniformity  in  the  defini- 
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tion  of  crimes  and  tlie  apportionment  of  punishments, 
which  has  always  been  deemed  essential  to  a  due  ad^ 
ministration  of  justice. 

You  will  perceive,  Gentlemen,  from  the  documents 
which  I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before  you,  that,  tread- 
ing in  the  regular  path  designated  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, the  President  has  received  a  notification  from 
an  Associate  Judge,  stating,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  act,  ^That  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Al- 
legheny, in  Pennsylvania,  laws  of  the  United  States 
are  opposed,  and  the  execution  thereof  obstructed  by 
combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed,  by  the  or- 
dinary course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  powders 
vested  in  the  Marshal  of  the  district."  The  legal  oper- 
ation of  this  certificate  having  authorized  the  Presi- 
dent to  call  forth  the  militia  of  this,  and  of  any  other 
state,  to  suppress  such  combinations,  and  to  cause  the 
laws  to  be  duly  executed,  a  requisition  for  that  pur- 
pose has  been  accordingly  issued,  and  copies  of  it  will 
be  communicated  for  your  information.  Leaving  it, 
therefore,  as  I  ought,  to  the  judgment  of  the  President, 
to  choose,  on  such  evidence  as  he  approved,  the  meas- 
ures for  carrying  the  laws  of  the  Union  into  effect; 
and  feeling,  as  I  ought,  the  influence  of  my  federal  obli- 
gations, I  did  not  hesitate  to  give  a  full  and  unequivo- 
cal assurance,  that  whatever  requisition  he  might 
make,  whatever  duty  he  might  impose,  in  pursuance  of 
his  constitutional  and  legal  powers,  would,  en  my  part, 
be  prompth^  undertaken,  and  faithfully  discharged. 
Actuated  equally  by  the  regard  due  to  my  immediate 
trust,  and  the  desire  to  co-operate  with  the  plans  of 
the  General  Government,  I  have,  likewise,  published  a 
proclamation,  declaring  (as  far  as  I  can  declare  them) 
the  sentiments  of  the  government;  announcing  a  de- 
termination to  punish  the  offenders;  and  exhorting 
the  citizens  at  large  to  pursue  a  peaceable  and  patrio- 
tic conduct:  T  have  engaged  two  respectable  citizens 
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to  act  as  Commissioners,  for  addressing  those  who  have 
embarked  in  tlie  present  combination,  upon  the  lawless 
nature,  and  ruinous  tendency  of  their  proceedings; 
and  for  inculcating  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  re- 
turn to  the  duty  which  they  owe  to  their  country:  and 
1  have  convened  the  Legislature,  in  order  that  those 
defects  in  the  existing  laws  of  tie  state,  which  ob- 
struct or  retard  the  use  of  the  proper  instruments  for 
maintaining  the  dignity  of  the  government,  or  for 
complying  with  the  requisitions  of  the  President,  may 
be  amended;  and  that  the  ultimate  means  of  subduing 
the  spirit  of  insurrection,  and  the  restoring  tranquility 
and  order,  may  be  prescribed  (consistently  with  tlie 
jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania)  by  your  wisdom  and  au- 
thority. 

Having  thus,  Gentlemen,  laid  before  you  the  cir- 
cumstances, that  have  attended  the  very  serious  event, 
which  has  occasioned  your  present  meeting,  it  cannot, 
I  presume,  be  necessary  to  oifer  any  further  argu- 
ments, to  engage  you  in  the  indispensable  task  of  pro- 
viding, with  a  prompt,  firm,  and  patriotic  policy,  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  cause,  in  which  the  honor  and  ex- 
istence of  our  government  are  critically  involved.  You 
will  perceive,  from  the  papers,  which  the  Secretary 
is  directed  to  deliver,  that  every  conciliatory  effort 
has  been  made,  as  w^ell  by  the  General  Government,  as 
by  the  state,  to  convince  the  deluded  insurgents  of 
their  error,-  to  reconcile  them  to  their  duty,  and  to  re- 
establish the  violated  authority  of  the  laws:  you  will 
be  satisfied,  from  the  present  state  of  our  information, 
that  w^e  can  no  longer  cherish  a  reasonable  hope, 
that  the  judiciary  authority  of  the  government,  is  com- 
petent to  enforce  obedience  to  the  acts  of  Congress,  or 
to  punish  the  outrageous  offences,  which  have  been 
committed  in  the  course  of  an  opposition  to  them:  and 
you  will  feel,  under  the  most  sacred  obligations  of 
duty,  under  the  strongest  incentives  of  interest,  the 
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force  of  the  resulting  alternative  which  now  presents 
to  our  choice,  a  dereliction  of  our  official  trust,  or  the 
most  vigorous  exertion  of  our  constitutional  powers. 

But  not  only  as  guardians  of  the  public  welfare,  and 
of  the  equal  rights  of  our  constituents; — let  me,  like- 
wise, call  upon  you,  Grentlemen, — let  me  solemnly  call 
upon  our  fellow  citizens  of  every  description, — as  in- 
dividuals bearing  testimony  against  a  lawless  proceed- 
ing, to  exe^ise  all  the  influence  of  reason  and  ex- 
ample, in  counteracting  the  fatal  effects  of  a  spirit, 
so  hostile  to  the  public  order  of  society,  and  to  the 
private  happiness  of  man.  There  is  no  member  of  the 
community,  so  elevated  by  opulence,  or  so  depressc^d 
by  poverty — so  weak  or  so  feeble,  in  the  condition  of 
his  mind  or  bod.y, — but  he  must  feel  his  dependence 
upon  the  benignity  of  the  laws:  for,  a  general  submis- 
sion to  the  law,  is  the  certain,  though  the  only,  medium 
(as  I  have  already  intimated)  by  which  the  public  is 
enabled  to  extend  security  to  propert}',  and  encourage- 
ment to  industry;  by  which  it  arms  the  feeble  against 
outrage,  and  shelters  the  unfortunate  from  want.  To 
violate  this  palladium,  upon  any  pretext,  is  to  set  an 
example  for  violating  it  upon  every  pretext:  and  to 
permit  it,  in  the  first  instance,  with  impunity,  is,  in 
effect,  to  invigorate  every  subsequent  attack.  The 
duty  of  the  government  being  thus  intimately  com- 
bined with  the  interests  of  the  people,  I  anxiously  hope, 
that  the  ready  and  effectual  aid,  which  the  public 
measures  will  receive,  at  this  crisis,  from  the  zeal  and 
spirit  of  a  militia,  composed  of  enlightened  and  pa- 
triotic freemen,  will  leave  the  enemies  of  liberty  here- 
after without  a  pretext,  for  asserting  that  a  standing 
army  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the 
laws. 

It  is  incumbent  upon  me,  however.  Gentlemen,  to 
renew  at  this  period,  the  representations,  which  I 
repeatedly  made,  during  the  last  session,  relative  to 
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the  radical  imperfections  of  the  existing  system,  for 
organizing  and  regulating  the  militia  of  the  state. 
Such  embarrassments,  indeed,  dail}'  occur,  that  the 
candor,  which  ought  to  prevail  in  my  legislative  com- 
munications, and  the  attention  that  is  due  to  my  execu- 
tive character,  impel  me  to  declare,  that  without  some 
essential  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  law,  1 
cannot  be  responsible  for  a  punctual  compliance  with 
the  requisitions  of  the  President,  or  a  seasfonable  exer- 
tion of  the  military  force,  in  aid  of  the  civil  authority. 
The  insufiiciency  of  the  penalties  to  induce  a  perfor- 
mance of  military  duties;  the  inadequate  means  for 
recovering  those  penalties;  the  want  of  a  fund  to  de- 
fray contingent  expenses;  the  inconsiderable  compen- 
sation of  some  of  the  officers  compared  with  their 
duties;  the  ineffectual  regulations  for  compelling  in- 
dividuals to  procure  arms  and  equipments;  and  the 
want  of  a  public  arsenal,  with  a  competent  supply  of 
arms  and  ammunition;  are  among  the  obvious  defects 
which  claim  immediate  consideration.  Some  of  the 
general  arrangements  have,  likewise,  been  found  in- 
convenient in  practice;  and  many  parts  of  the  law  are 
so  ambiguous,  as  to  produce  different  constructions, 
in  different  counties  of  the  state.  Permit  me,  at  the 
same  time,  to  suggest,  that  general  provisions  ought 
to  be  made,  for  ascertaining  the  occasion,  on  which 
the  military  may  be  employed  in  support  of  the  civil 
authority;  and  for  regulating,  more  efficiently  than  at 
present,  the  mode  of  complying  with  the  requisitions 
of  the  President.  The  latter  provision,  indeed,  de- 
serves immediate  attention;  as  a  requisition  has  been 
made  (a  copy  of  which,  and  of  the  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  it,  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  perusing) 
for  a  draft  of  ten  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  of  the  militia  of  this  state,  as  our  quota  of  th(» 
detachment  of  eighty  thousand  men,  directed  to  be 
organized,  and  held  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  mo- 
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mentis  warning,  in  pursuance  of  a  late  act  of  Congress. 
Whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  the  existing  circumstan- 
ces of  our  country,  which  furnish  an  immediate  occa- 
sion for  these  military  preparations,  the  endeavour 
to  imi)rove,  and  perfect  our  militia  system,  ought  not 
to  be  relinquished,  or  relaxed.  The  rapid  augmenta- 
tion of  the  population,  opulence,  and  national  import- 
ance of  the  Union,  ;nust,  in  the  usual  course  of  sub- 
lunary events,  expose  us  to  those  external  dangers, 
and  internal  agitations,  which  are  inseparable  from  the 
human  character  and  condition.  It  becomes,  there- 
fore, our  highest  duty,  to  be  at  all  times  prepared  to 
repel  hostilities  against  the  nation,  and  to  preserve 
subordination  to  the  laws:  and  this  can  only  be  effect- 
ed, with  safety  to  our  freedom  and  independence,  by 
a  well  regulated  militia,  who  shall  add  to  a  sense  of 
their  rights,  a  knowledge  of  the  means  to  assert  them. 
Since  the  transactions,  to  which  your  attention  has 
hitherto  been  directed,  have  imposed  the  necessity 
of  an  immediate  call  of  the  Tx?gislature,  it  is  some  con- 
solation. Gentlemen,  that  I  shall  now  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  your  advice  and  authority  upon  another  subject, 
which  has  likewise,  been  the  source  of  some  embar- 
rassment. In  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the 
several  acts,  relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  town 
at  Presqu'  Isle,  I  appointed  Commissioners  for  making 
the  surveys,  and  formed,  upon  the  principles  which 
the  law  prescribes,  a  detachment  from  the  state  troops, 
to  protect  those  Commissioners  in  the  execution  of 
their  trust.  When,  however,  they  had  proceeded  a 
considerable  distance  in  their  course  to  Presqu'  Isle, 
accounts  from  a  variety  of  quarters  concurred  in  rais- 
ing a  serious  apprehension,  that  the  projected  settle- 
ment would  be  hostily  opposed  by  the  Six  Nations,  and 
other  ill-disposed  persons  in  the  neighborhood  of  our 
northern  frontier.  It  became  necessary,  therefore, 
for  the  purpose  of  repelling  the  threatened  invasion  of 
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aur  territory,  as  well  as  for  preventing  a  disappoint- 
ment of  the  legislative  intentions,  to  reinforce  the  de- 
tatchment,  which  accompanied  the  Commissioners; 
and  orders  were  accordingly  issued  to  draft  a  thousand 
militia  from  the  western  brigades,  for  that  particular 
service.  But,  when  these  orders  were  communicated 
to  the  President  (the  law,  and  every  step  taken  to  exe- 
cute it,  having  in  like  manner  been  previously  commu- 
nicated) he  declared  "an  opinion,  formed  upon  mature 
reflection,  that  it  was  advisable  to  suspend  for  the 
present  the  establishment  at  Presqu'  Isle."  The 
reasons  that  have  been  mentioned  as  the  ground  of  this 
opinion,  appear  in  the  correspondence,  which  will  be 
laid  before  you;  and  you  will  there,  likewise,  perceive 
that,  under  the  uniform  influence  of  an  official  dispo- 
sition to  promote  the  views  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, of  an  earnest  desire  to  cultivate  every  possible 
means  of  peace,  and  of  a  personal  confidence  in  the 
judgment  and  patriotism  of  the  President,  a  prompt 
compliance,  on  my  part,  follow^ed  the  communication 
of  his  opinion  and  request.  Aware,  however,  of  the 
policy  of  the  Presqu'  Isle  establishment,  in  adding 
strength  to  the  means  of  protecting  our  distant  fron- 
tier, and  of  its  justice  in  maintaining  the  system  for 
the  settlement  of  the  public  lands,  by  the  sale  of 
which  a  sufticient  revenue  had  been  produced  to 
exonerate  the  state  from  the  pressure  of  her  debts,  1 
received  wdth  peculiar  satisfaction  an  assurance,  that 
the  obstacles  to  its  accomplishment  were  of  a  tem- 
porary nature,  and  that  no  exertion  would  be  omitted 
to  remove  them.  On  any  other  terms,  indeed,  my  au- 
thority could  not  have  extended  to  an  acquiescence  in 
the  President's  wishes;  for  you  will  find  it  expressly 
stated  in  the  opinion  which  the  Attorney  General  gave 
upon  the  subject,  that  I  could  not  justify-  an  omission 
to  conform  to  the  directions  of  the  act,  though  I  might 
justify  any  delay  consistent  with  the  performance  of 
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the  duties  enjoined,  within  the  time  prescribed.  The 
act,  it  is  true,  did  not  in  positive  terms,  prescribe  any 
specific  time;  but  in  its  language  it  is  imperative  and 
obligatory:  and  to  demonstrate  the  legislative  expec- 
tation of  a  speedy  execution  of  the  trust  confided  to  me, 
it  can  only  be  necessary  to  consider,  that  by  the  first 
regulation,  the  time  allowing  a  bounty  to  persons  who 
shall  actually  inhabit  and  reside  within  the  town,  was 
limited  to  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  that  by  the  second  regulation, 
it  is  only  protracted  to  the  first  of  May,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  and  that  by  the  third 
regulation  the  very  existence  of  the  companies,  from 
which  the  detachment  is  formed  to  carry  into  effect 
the  act  for  laying  out  the  town,  is  limited  (in  its  utmost 
extent)  to  the  constitutional  period  of  the  meeting  of 
the  General  Assembly  in  the  ensuing  month  of  Decem- 
ber. 

But,  Gentlemen,  as  I  have  received  no  intimation  of 
the  removal  of  the  obstacles,  which  induced  the  Presi- 
dent to  request  a  temporary  suspension  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, for  accomplishing  the  object,  it  is  now  incum- 
bent upon  me  to  refer  the  subject  to  your  considera- 
tion. As  Executive  Magistrate  my  discretion  is  cir- 
cumscribed by  the  terms  of  the  act;  but  if  you  shall 
be  of  opinion,  that  the  interest  of  the  Union,  requires 
in  any  degree,  a  sacrifice  of  the  local  interest  of  the 
state,  your  power  is  competent  to  decide  the  question ; 
and  the  decision  will,  I  am  confident,  be  marked  with 
that  liberality,  w^hich  has  ever  distinguished  the  legis- 
lative conduct  of  Pennsylvania,  in  transactions  of  a 
federal  nature.  It  is  proper  to  apprise  you,  however, 
that  in  order  to  pacify  the  Six  Nations,  a  treaty  will 
shortly  be  held  with  them  under  the  authority  of  the 
General  Government;  and  that,  on  that  occasion,  their 
pretended  claims  upon  the  territory  of  the  state  (which 
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have  already  been  used  as  a  pretext  for  the  opposition 
to  the  settlement  at  Presqu'  Isle)  will,  probably,  be 
streniously  urged.  I  did  not  think  myself  authorized 
to  send  a  Commissioner  to  the  treaty,  or  in  any  other 
manner  to  countenance  a  discussion,  which  might 
bring  the  rights  of  the  state  into  question;  or  raise  an 
expectation  of  obtaining  a  further  consideration  for 
a  property  which  we  have  fairly  purchased,  as  well 
from  the  United  States,  as  from  the  Indians :  but  I  have 
furnished  the  President  with  authenticated  copies  of 
our  title,  and  of  documents  to  shew,  that  it  has  been 
repeatedly  recognized,  by  the  very  tribes,  who,  at  this 
time,  venture  to  deny  and  contravert  it. 

1  cannot  leave  this  subject,  Gentlemen,  without 
recommending  to  your  consideration,  the  expediency 
of  adopting  a  permanent  and  general  plan  for  the 
defence  of  our  frontier,  at  least  during  the  continuance 
of  the  Indian  war.  The  detachment  which  was  formed 
to  protect  the  Commissioners,  in  laying  out  the  town 
at  Presqu'  Isle,  has  established  for  its  security  a  forti- 
fied post  at  Le  Boeuf,  the  place  which  it  had  reached 
when  its  march  was  interrupted.  Connected  with 
that  important  station,  are  several  points  of  defence, 
from  the  west  branch  of  Susquehanna,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  from  Pittsburgh  on  the  other,  which  being 
seasonably  and  effectually  occupied,  will,  in  my 
opinion,  be  the  means  of  producing  the  most  salutary 
effects  upon  the  general  operation  of  the  war,  conduct- 
ed under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  will  afford  safety  to  the  exposed  in- 
habitants of  the  frontier,  give  encouragement  for  form- 
ing settlements  on  the  distant  tracts  of  uncultivated 
land,  and  ensure  a  reduction  of  the  heavy  expense  in- 
curred by  those  casual  and  frequent  drafts  from  the 
militia,  which  the  exigencies  of  the  country  have  hith- 
erto rendered  unavoidable. 

The  necessary  limitation  of  the  present  session,  and 
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the  strict  attention,  which,  I  am  persuaded,  you  will 
be  disposed  to  devote  to  its  immediate  object,  forbid 
my  introducing  any  business,  that  does  not  indispen- 
sably require  your  legislative  care.  There  are,  how- 
ever, a  few  subjects,  which,  as  matter  of  information, 
it  would  be  improper  to  omit. 

Among  these.  Gentlemen,  permit  me  t#  state,  that 
the  intelligence  which  has  been  received,  of  the  pre- 
valence of  malignant  and  contagious  diseases,  in  the 
islands  of  the  West  Indies,  in  New  Orleans  and  the 
Spanish  Main,  and  also  in  New  Haven,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  rendered  it  expedient  to  issue  the  pro- 
clamations, directed  in  such  cases  by  the  law, 
for  enjoining  the  performance  of  a  reasonable  quar- 
antine, upon  all  vessels  that  should  arrive  from 
any  of  the  infected  places.  Though  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  awful  scene  that  lately  occurred, 
excites  a  general  solicitude,  the  public  health  has 
hitherto  existed,  in  a  degree  of  perfection,  seldom 
enjoyed  at  this  season  of  the  year;  and  its  preservation 
from  all  external  injury,  may  be  confidently  expected 
from  the  new  system,  regulating  the  Health  OfiQce,  and 
the  vigilance  of  the  oflficers.  It  appears,  however,  from 
the  report  of  the  Inspectors,  that  in  performing  sev- 
eral essential  duties,  and  in  erecting,  or  altering  the 
buildings  on  State  Island,  for  the  indispensable  uses 
of  the  department,  a  debt  has  been  incurred,  for  which 
the  law  has  not  otherwise  provided,  than  by  charging 
it  on  the  contingent,  precarious,  and  at  present  un- 
productive fund,  of  penalties  and  forfeitures.  Justice 
seems,  therefore,  to  recommend,  that  more  certain 
means  of  paj^ment  should  be  speedily  appropriated. 

In  the  course  of  executing  an  act  of  Congress, 
measures  have  been  taken  by  the  Federal  Government, 
to  fortify  the  harbour  of  Philadelphia;  in  consequence 
of  which  considerable  sums  have  been  disbursed,  and 
great  alterations  have  been  made,  at  the  fort  upon 
Mud-Island,  according  to  a  plan,  which  will  be  sub- 
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mitted  to  your  inspection.  I  have  found  it  advisahU* 
to  direct  a  quantity  of  hewn  stone,  which  on  this  occa- 
sion, has  been  removed,  as  useless  from  the  fort,  to  be 
sold  for  the  public  emolument:  but,  if  (as  it  is,  perhaps, 
contemplated)  the  possession  and  jurisdiction  of  a 
place,  so  important  to  the  commerce  and  safety  of  our 
capital,  is  to  be  surrendered  to  the  United  States,  you 
will  perceive  the  necessity  of  authorizing  that  surren- 
der, by  an  express  declaration  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Land-office  continues  to  be  a  fruitful  source  of 
revenue;  having  produced  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and 
ninety  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars 
and  eight  cents,  since  the  twentieth  of  December  last. 
But  some  effectual  precautions  ought  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  discredit  and  confusion,  w^hich  I  have  an- 
ticipated, in  former  communications,  as  the  inevitable 
consequences  of  the  sale  of  a  greater  quantity  of  land 
than  remains  the  property  of  the  public.  The  act 
which  was  passed  at  the  last  session,  with  that  view, 
has  not  in  its  principle  proved  sufficiently  operative, 
and,  even  in  its  language,  requires  explanation  and 
amendment. 

You  will  receive,  Gentlemen,  among  the  various 
papers,  that  will  be  presented  upon  the  subject  of  ray 
address,  an  abstract  of  the  state  of  our  finances,  from 
the  first  of  January  to  the  sixteenth  of  August,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four.  From  this, 
it  will  appear,  that  during  the  specified  period  ther^ 
has  been  added  a  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  two  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  eight  dollars  and  eighty-eight 
cents,  to  a  specie  balance  of  thirty-five  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eight  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents,  pre- 
viously in  the  treasury.  The  appropriations  and  ex- 
penses of  the  whole  of  the  current  year,  computed  at 
two  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  fiVe  hundred 
and  eleven  dollars,  being  deducted  from  the  aggregate 
of  the  actual  receipts,  will  leave  a  surplus  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
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sixty-six  dollars  and  forty-four  cents,  which,  together 
with  the  product  of  the  revenues  during  the  residue  of 
the  year,  remains  subject  to  your  disposal.  It  may  be 
proper,  however,  to  be  guided  in  your  appropriations 
at  this  time,  by  a  recollection  that  several  of  those 
sources  of  revenue,  which  have  hitherto  been  the  most 
l^roductive  (particularly  the  sale  of  lands,  and  the  col- 
lection of  the  arrearages  of  taxes)  are  nearly  exhaust- 
ed, and  will  soon  entirely  cease  to  flow.  If,  therefore, 
means  could  be  devised  to  profit  by  this  accumulation 
of  money,  without  diminishing  the  capital,  I  think  the 
policy  of  the  measure  is  recommended,  by  calculating 
that  it  w^ould  so  augment  the  public  income,  which 
arises  from  the  ordinary  taxes,  and  the  dividend  on  the 
state  property  in  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, as  to  yield  an  abundant  annual  supply,  for  all 
the  incidental  wants,  and  beneficial  pursuits,  of  the 
government.  That  a  mass  of  public  treasure  should 
be  suffered  to  lie  inactive  during  the  considerable 
period  that  frequently  elapses  between  the  different 
sittings  of  the  Legislature,  is  a  defect  in  our  fiscal  ar- 
rangements, that  certainly  requires  attention  and 
amendment. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  officers  of  accounts  will  exhibit  to  you,  the  or- 
dinary objects,  that  require  a  pecuniary  appropriation; 
and  the  continental,  and  state,  bills  of  credit,  that  are 
collected  in  the  treasury.  But,  in  the  present  state  of 
our  finances,  I  am  induced  to  further  recommend  to 
your  attention,  the  propriety  of  discharging  the  loan 
of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  which  was  obtained  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one, 
from  the  bank  of  North  America,  upon  a  mortgage 
of  the  (Juty  imposed  upon  sales  at  auction;  a  fund  that 
has  hardly  produced  enough  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
loan.     With    respect    to    the   appropriations,    which 
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the  present  exigency  of  our  affairs  shall  require,  1  am 
confident  that,  guided  by  the  principles  of  true  policy, 
you  will  not  embarrass  the  prosecution  of  objects, 
upon  which  the  existence  of  our  government  may  de- 
pend, by  a  rigorous  and  unseasonable  parsimony.  Re- 
garding the  end  as  worth  our  attainment,  you  will  not 
withhold  the  necessary  means:  and  I  think  you  may 
be  assured,  that  whatever  you  shall  grant  for  the  pub- 
lic service,  will  be  expended  with  economy  and  fidelity. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

In  the  close  of  these  communications,  you  will  re- 
ceive, with  a  generous  and  patriotic  satisfaction,  an 
intimation,  that  the  judicious  exercise  of  the  powers 
entrusted  the  western  Commissioners,  has  at  length 
opened,  in  that  quarter,  a  prospect  of  returning  har- 
mony and  order.  Let  not  the  preparations  to  main- 
tain, at  all  events,  the  authority  of  the  laws,  be  sus- 
pended or  omitted;  but  while  the  occasions  for  domes- 
tic unanimity  seem  to  multiply,  we  may  surely  cherish, 
as  a  fair  and  honorable  source  of  consolation,  the  dawn- 
ing hope,  that  the  present  concussion  will  terminate 
in  the  triumph  of  virtue  and  reason.  On  ourselves,  it 
will  be  the  highest  encomium, — to  our  enemies,  it 
will  be  the  severest  disappointment, — that  developing, 
in  every  political  vicisitude,  the  peculiar  energies  of 
a  republican  system,  our  citizens  have  required.no 
other  rule  of  obedience,  than  the  recollection  of  their 
interest  and  duty;  and  our  governments  have  mani- 
fested no  other  pride  of  action  than  the  peace  and  hap- 
piness of  our  people. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  September  2d,  1794. 
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To  the  Assembly  concerning  instructions  from  the 
Governor  to  the  Adjutant  General  directing  the 
Admission  of  voluntary  Enlistments  in  the  Militia. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  PROSPECT  OF  OBTAINING  A  SEASONA- 
ble  compliance  with  the  President's  requisition, 
for  a  draft  fmm  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
assist  in  suppressing  the  insurrection  in  the  western 
counties,  has  so  greatly  diminished,  that  I  have 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  me,  for  the  honor  and  in- 
terest of  the  state,  to  direct,  that  voluntary  enlist- 
ments should  be  admitted.  A  copy  of  my  instructions 
to  the  Adjutant  General,  upon  that  subject,  will  be 
laid  before  you,  and,  I  trust,  the  measure  will  meet 
your  approbation  and  sanction. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  September  8th,  1794. 


To  the  Adjutant  General  of  Pennsylvania  directing 
the  admission  of  voluntary  Enlistments  in  the  militia 
requisitioned  by  the  President  to  assist  in  suppress- 
ing the  insurrection  in  the  Western  Counties. 

Sir: 

AS  I  THINK  THAT  THE  HONOR  OF  THE  STATE 
is  peculiarly  interested,  in  manifesting  a  deter- 
mination to  suppress,  by  every  legitimate  means, 
the  insurrection  which  exists  in  the  western  counties, 
I  have  waited,  with  the  greatest  anxiety,  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  instructions  that  were  issued,  in  order  to 
organize  a  body  of  militia,  to  be  employed  in  that  ser- 
vice agreeably  to  the  President's  requisition  of  the 
seventh  ultimo.  It  is  with  the  utmost  mortification, 
therefore,  that  I  now  discover,  in  the  returns  which 
you  have  communicated  to  me,  so  great  an  indisposi- 
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tion,  in  some  of  the  brigades,  to  comply  with  that  call, 
or  so  essential  a  defect  of  power  in  the  officers,  to  en- 
force it,  as  leaves  but  little  hope  that  our  quota  can 
be  reasonably  raised,  by  the  ordinary  course  of  proceed- 
ing. 

Thus  situated,  I  must  either  expose  the  state  to  the 
reproach  and  disgrace  of  an  official  representation,  de- 
claring the  incapacity, 'or  the  unwillingness,  of  its 
militia,  to  assist  in  restoring  the  violated  authority  of 
the  laws :  or  I  must  resort  to  the  spirit  and  patriotism 
of  individuals,  to  supply  immediately,  by  voluntary  en- 
rollments, the  deficiency  of  the  regular  drafts.  Im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  the  occasion,  and  at- 
tached to  the  reputation,  as  well  as  to  the  peace  of 
our  country,  I  cannot  hesitate,  in  this  alternative,  to 
prefer  the  latter  measure. 

You  will  be  pleased,  therefore.  Sir,  with  all  possible 
dispatch,  to  renew,  in  the  most  pressing  terms,  your  in- 
structions to  the  several  Brigade  Inspectors,  under  the 
general  orders  of  the  eighth  ult.  and  inform  them,  at 
the  same  time,  that  for  the  whole,  or  for  so  much  of 
their  respective  quotas,  as  cannot  be  seasonably  sup- 
plied by  regular  drafts,  they  may  admit  and  return  the 
voluntary  enrollments  of  any  well  disposed  citizens. 
For  my  own  part,  though  I  lament  the  dreadful  neces- 
sity of  an  appeal  to  arms,  I  avow  a  readiness  personally 
to  engage  in  the  service  which  our  country,  at  this 
crisis,  requires;  and  shall  accompany  my  fellow  citi- 
zens to  the  scene  of  duty,  with  alacrity  and  confidence. 
Should  even  this  arrangement  fail,  I  invite  every  pa- 
triotic citizen  to  consider  himself  included  in  the  re- 
quisition; and,  on  the  day  which  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  President  for  repairing  to  the  rendezvous,  I 
will  march  with  those  who  shall  attend. 

It  is  obvious,  indeed,  to  every  reflecting  mind,  that 
if  our  governments  are  worth  preserving,  an  immedi- 
ate and  decisive  exertion  must  be  made.     The  judi- 
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clary  department  having  proved  incompetent  to  dis- 
charge its  functions  should  the  conciliatory  efforts  of 
the  Executive  be,  likewise,  abortive,  we  can  have  no 
other  resource,  at  this  period,  than  in  the  military 
strength  of  the  nation.  Let  every  citizen  then  put  his 
hand  upon  his  heart  and  declare,  whether  any  thing 
has  beisn  omitted  which  could  reasonably  be  employed 
to  reconcile  the  insurgents  to  their  duty?  and,  if 
nothing  has  been  omitted,  let  him  add,  whether  he  is 
willing  to  abandon,  as  a  prey  to  anarchy,  the  freedom 
and  independence  which  we  have  so  recently  rescued 
from  the  hand  of  usurpation?  Or  whether,  as  an  al- 
ternative, he  is  prepared  to  leave  them  to  the  protec- 
tion and  support  of  a  standing  army?  A  free  republic 
can  only  be  established  by  the  will  of  the  people: — it 
can  only  be  perpetuated  by  their  affection  and  attach- 
ment. 

I  shall  submit  these  instructions  to  the  Legislature, 
in  whose  aid  and  countenance,  on  the  present  occasion, 
I  repose  unlimited  confidence;  but  I  shall  postpone 
any  official  communication  to  the  President,  till  the 
effects  of  my  proposition  are  ascertained. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  September  8th,  1794. 
To  Josiah  Harmar,  Esquire,  Adjutant  General  of  the 

Militia  of  Pennsylvania. 


To  the  Assembly  urging  prompt  compliance  with  the 
President's  requisition  for  militia  to  aid  in  suppress- 
ing the  insurrection  in  the  Western  Counties. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  STATE  OF  THE  NEGOOIATION  WITH  THE 
deluded  inhabitants    of   the    western    counties, 
rendering  it  very  doubtful,  whether  peace  and 
prder  can  be  restored,  without  the  aid  of  a  military 
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force,  the  President  has  requested  me  immediately  to 
assemble  the  quota  of  the  militia  of  this  state,  des- 
tined for  that  service.  Under  the  circumstances, 
which  I  have  already  described  to  you,  I  cannot  with- 
hold an  active  and  personal  interposition  to  prevent 
the  disgrace  that  must  attend  the  non-compliance  with 
this  requisition.  I  have,  therefore,  on  the  principles 
stated  in  my  last  message,  exhorted  the  officers  of  the 
militia,  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  to  exert 
themselves  for  their  own  honor,  and  for  the  sake  of 
their  country;  and  I  purpose  to  call  on  every  brigade 
included  in  the  requisition,  in  the  same  manner  and 
for  the  same  purpose. 

Be  assured.  Gentlemen,  our  fellow  citizens  will,  on 
this  occasion,  maintain  their  character,  as  friends  to 
law  and  order;  and  to  ensure  success,  I  have  only  to 
repeat  an  earnest  solicitation  that  our  joint  exertions 
may  not  be  defeated  by  a  parsimonious  policy. 

The  necessary  attention  to  my  executive  duties, 
under  the  President's  requisition,  will  probably  require 
my  absence  from  the  city,  for  a  few  days;  but  I  t-hall 
make  it  a  point  to  return  before  any  objects  of  a  legis- 
lative nature  can  be  matured  for  my  consideration. 

I  cannot  avoid  taking  this  opportunity  to  express  my 
sanguine  expectation,  that  the  continuance  of  a  mutual 
confidence,  between  the  Legislative  and  Executive  De- 
partments of  our  government,  will  give  energy  to  all 
our  measures,  and  convince  our  fellow  citizens,  that, 
while  we  comprehend  the  extent  of  our  duties,  we  are 
not  wanting  in  zeal  or  power  to  perform  them. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  September  10th,  1794. 
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To  the  x\ssembly  further  concerning  the  State  of  the 
insurrection  in  the  Western  Counties. 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  THE  PLEASURE  TO  INFORM  YOU, 
that  I  have  found  our  fellow  citizens,  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Chester  and  Delaware,  eager  to  support 
the  honor  of  our  government,  and  the  authority  of  the 
laws,  against  the  violence  of  the  present  lawless  com- 
bination. The  defects  in  the  militia  system,  the  mis- 
takes of  the  Brigade  Inspectors  relative  to  the  extent 
of  their  orders,  the  insufficiency  of  the  pay,  and  a  want 
of  information  respecting  the  necessity  and  justice  of 
the  expedition  against  the  insurgents,  occasioned  some 
difficulty  and  delay — but  the  moment  the  circumstan- 
ces, which  have  produced  the  existing  crisis  in  our 
public  affairs,  were  stated  and  explained,  the  senti- 
ments of  patriotism  pervaded  every  breast,  and  a  de- 
termination to  aid  the  measures  of  government  was 
unanimously  expressed — The  only  question  any  where 
proposed  was,  whether  the  insurgents  had  refused  to 
listen  to  reason — and  the  answer  was  every  where  sat- 
isfactory, that  if  they  would  listen  to  reason  it  never 
was  intended  to  subdue  them  by  force. 

Permit  me.  Gentlemen,  to  observe,  that  the  non- 
execution  of  the  President's  requisition,  in  the  other 
counties  to  which  it  extends,  is  probably  owing  to  the 
same  causes,  and  may  be  obviated  by  the  same  means. 
I  shall,  therefore,  think  it  my  duty  to  prosecute  the 
tour  which  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  late  message,  and 
entreat  the  favor  of  any  accommodation  in  transacting 
our  legislative  business  that  can  be  granted,  consist- 
ently with  your  duty  and  conveniency. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 

Philadelphia,  September  17th,  1794. 
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Opening  address  to  the  Assembly — 1794. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

IT  AFFORDS  ME  THE  HIGHEST  SATISFACTION, 
to  meet  you  under  circumstances,  which  justify 
an  assurance,  that  law,  order  and  tranquility,  have 
been  restored  in  the  western  counties  of  the  state. 
The  crisis,  which  occasioned  the  late  extraordinary 
call  of  the  Legislature;  which  menaced  the  reputation, 
as  well  as  the  peace,  of  the  community;  and  which  im- 
posed the  necessity  of  resorting  from  the  judicial,  to 
the  military  power;  has  been  resisted  and  overcome, 
in  a  manner  equally  honorable  and  efficacious.  Such, 
indeed,  have  been  the  measures  pursued,  and  such  has 
been  their  success,  that  the  sensations  of  indignation 
and  regret,  which  the  insurrection  originally  excited, 
in  the  mind  of  every  yirtuous  citizen,  will  he  fairly  ex- 
changed, for  the  sensations  of  an  honest  pride,  and  a 
laudable  exultation.  That  men  should  be  so  depraved 
as  to  swerve  from  the  duty,  which  they  owe  to  society; 
or  so  ignorant  as  to  abandon  the  interests,  which  they 
derive  from  its  protection;  may  be  reckoned  among 
the  imper-fections  of  our  nature,  and  will  be  found 
among  the  sources  of  public  calamity  in  every  age, 
and  in  every  country.  But  the  example  of  an  enligh- 
tened people,  rising,  with  zeal  and  affection,  to  main- 
tain the  constitution,  which  they  had  established  with 
freedom  and  deliberation;  of  an  insulted  government 
solicitous  to  reclaim,  rather  than  punish,  its  deluded 
or  refractory  citizens;  and  of  an  extensive  republic 
possessing  the  power  to  enforce  obedience  to  its  laws; 
has,  for  the  first  time,  been  exhibited  to  the  world, 
and  forms  the  glorious  characteristic  of  the  American 
nation. 

At  the  opening  of  the  last  session,  I  communicated 
the  circumstances  of  riot  and  outrage,  which  attended 
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the  insurrection;  and  the  steps  which  had  been  taken 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  rescue  the  offenders  from  their  delusion,  by 
the  influence  of  reason  and  truth ;  or,  in  the  event  of  an 
obstinate  perseverence  in  a  lawless  course,  to  subdue 
and  punish  them.  Actuated  by  passions  the  most  in- 
temperate, and  seduced  by  hopes  the  most  visionary, 
the  insurgents  slighted  all  the  overtures  of  govern- 
ment; falsly  construing  its  benevolence  into  fear,  and 
its  aversion  to  the  use  of  force,  into  the  consciousness 
of  a  defect  of  power.  The  pleasing  prospect,  there- 
fore, of  reconciling  them  to  their  duty  by  amicable 
means,  could  no  longer  be  indulged  with  safety,  or 
justice,  to  the  Union.  Accordingly,  the  President  di- 
rected the  militia,  destined  for  the  suppression  of  the 
insurrection,  to  repair  to  the  respective  places  of  ren- 
dezvous. It  will  be  remembered.  Gentlemen,  that 
often  before  this  summons,  I  represented  to  the  Legis- 
lature, the  imperfect  state  of  our  militia  law;  and  the 
embarrassments  that  were  likely  to  occur,  in  drafting 
and  organizing  any  part  of  the  militia  for  actual  ser- 
vice. The  experiment  proved  the  justice  of  my  ap- 
prehensions. For,  however  promptly  the  orders  were 
issued,  however  explicit  in  their  terms,  to  obtain  a  full 
and  immediate  compliance  with  the  President's  requi 
sition,  doubts  of  success  were  suggested  in  almost 
every  return,  which  I  received  from  the  Brigade  In- 
spectors; and,  at  length,  it  became  manifest,  that 
neither  the  regard  which  I  felt  for  the  honor  of  the 
state,  nor  a  personal  solicitude  to  discharge  my  federal 
obligations,  could  be  gratified,  by  an  implicit  reliance 
upon  the  ordinary  process  of  the  law.  Under  this  im- 
pression, I  determined,  in  the  first  place,  to  invite 
a  voluntary  enrollment  of  the  citizens,  (a  measure 
which  appeared,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  strictly  con- 
formable to  the  spirit  of  the  provision,  that  authorizes 
the  drafted  militia  to  employ  substitutes)  and,  in  the 
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next  place,  I  determined  to  visit  every  county  included 
in  the  requisition,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  difficul- 
ties, in  the  organization  of  the  several  quotas;  of  dis- 
pelling any  dangerous  prejudices  that  might  exist,  by 
a  faithful  communication  of  the  facts  and  principles 
connected  with  the  expedition ;  and  of  stimulating  the 
people  to  an  exemplary  exertion  in  support  of  that 
constitution,  which  every  enlightened  and  honest  man 
must  contemplate,  as  the  palladium  of  American  lib- 
erty, and  the  sanctuary  of  human  happiness. 

To  the  expedient  of  raising  the  quota  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, by  voluntary  enrollments,  the  Legislature  has  al- 
ready given  a  liberal  and  efficient  sanction:  but  I  feel 
myself  unequal  to  the  task  of  recommending,  with 
adequate  energy,  to  your  grateful  attention,  the  alac- 
rity, spirit,  and  perseverance  of  our  fellow  citizens,  in 
vindicating  the  violated  authority  of  the  laws.  As 
soon  as  the  situation  of  our  country  was  truly  described 
and  understood;  the  daring  and  cruel  career  of  the 
male-contents;  the  subversion  of  the  judicial  author- 
ity; the  failure  of  every  conciliatory  effort;  and  the  re- 
sulting necessity  of  an  appeal  to  arms;  produced,  in 
perfect  unison  with  my  anticipations,  one  common 
sentiment  of  resentment,  one  common  determination 
to  defend  the  peace  and  order  of  society,  against  the 
machinations  of  licentiousness  and  anarchy.  In  this 
patriotic  work,  the  veterans  who  had  achieved  our 
independence,  and  established  our  government,  were 
associated  with  the  virtuous  youth  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion, who  justly  thought  that  the  best  acknowledg- 
ment for  the  invaluable  inheritance  prepared  for  them, 
must  be  to  cherish  and  protect  it.  The  rich  and  the 
poor  were  alike  emulous  to  distinguish  themselves; 
so  that  to  the  scene  exhibited  by  their  conduct,  in 
which  all  the  advantages  of  fortune  were  surrendered 
and  forgotten,  we  are  indebted  for  a  practical  illustra- 
tion of  the  equal  rights  and  equal  obligations  of  the 
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citizens  of  the  American  republic.  The  pride  of 
opinion,  and  even  the  acrimony  of  party,  yielded,  like- 
wise, to  the  generous  enthusiasm.  Controversies  re- 
lating to  the  impolicy  of  particular  measures  were  no 
longer  sustained;  but  every  class  and  description  of 
citizens,  impressed  with  this  fundamental  truth,  that 
where  there  is  no  law,  there  can  be  no  liberty,  with 
equal  ardor  and  fidelity,  combined  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  general  cause.  The  same  principles  and  the 
same  practice  were  displayed  by  the  citizens  of  our 
sister  states — New  Jersey,  Maryland  and  Virginia. 
Advancing,  indeed,  under  the  President's  requisition, 
to  aid  us,  in  restoring  the  tranquility  of  Pennsylvania, 
they  have  added  another  important  feature  to  the 
transaction,  by  evincing  the  reality  and  the  energy  of 
our  political  union,  and  by  furnishing  the  most  endear- 
ing proofs  of  a  fraternal  attachment,  which  disclaims 
all  territorial  boundary  and  distinction. 

With  an  army  thus  constituted,  of  citizens,  who 
cheefuUy  relinquished  all  the  avocations,  indulgences, 
and  emoluments  of  private  life,  to  assert  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  laws,  in  a  remote  and  rugged  country, 
at  an  inclement  season  of  the  year,  there  could  be  no 
room  for  doubt  or  apprehension  respecting  the  event. 
Yet,  that  the  triumph  of  order,  might  also  be  the 
triumph  of  humanity,  the  number  of  the  troops,  with 
as  much  wisdom  as  benevolence,  was  made  so  great 
(amounting  to  fifteen  thousand  men)  as  to  overawe, 
in  the  most  desperate  and  rash,  any  disposition  for 
hostility  and  resistence.  The  approach  of  this  formi- 
dable force,  accordingly,  produced  the  meditated  ef- 
fects. The  spirit  and  celerity  with  which  it  was  col- 
lected, soon  convinced  the  insurgents,  that  they  had 
nothing  to  hope  either  from  the  inactivity,  or  from  the 
countenance  of  any  part  of  the  community.  The 
friends  of  government,  resuming  their  confidence  in  its 
power  and  disposition  to  protect  them,  became  vigilant 
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in  counteracting  the  instruments  of  sedition,  and  in 
disseminating  a  Imowledge  of  tlie  duties  and  interests 
of  a  free  people.  Tlie  desire  of  acquiring  information 
was  awakened  among  honest,  though  deluded  men,  by 
the  universal  abhorrence,  which  stigmatized  the  in- 
surrection; while  impending  danger  sunk  into  submis- 
sion, those  whom  virtue  had  ceased  to  controul,  and 
truth  was  unable  to  convince.  Thus,  without  the  effu- 
sion of  blood,  without  an  injury  to  private  property, 
and  without  a  violation  of  any  personal  right,  has  the 
object  of  government  been  attained:  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice being  re-instated  in  their  legitimate  authority, 
the  laws  of  the  Union  enjoying  a  free  operation;  the 
good  citizen  reaping  the  reward  of  his  services;  and 
the  delinquent  incurring  the  punishment  of  his  crimes. 
But  amidst  the  many  remarkable  facts,  which  the  his- 
tory of  this  event  must  embrace,  none  can  be  more 
honorable,  none  will  be  deemed  more  pregnant  with 
beneficial  consequences,  than  those  which  afford  an 
example  of  the  strict  subordination  of  the  military  to 
the  civil  power;  and  by  proving  the  competency  of  our 
militia  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws,  destroy  every 
pretext  for  the  introduction  of  a  standing  army. 

But,  considering  the  various  probable  effects  of  the 
calamity  which  we  deplore,  the  sources  of  consolation 
abundantly  present  themselves.  It  has  been  the  aim 
of  other  governments  to  derive  from  similar  convul- 
sions, an  accession  of  authority  and  strength;  but  the 
American  republic,  constituted  and  administered  by 
the  people,  and  invincible  while  emploj^ed  in  asserting 
their  rights,  disdain  to  seek,  either  honor  or  power 
from  an  adventitious  influence.  The  people  made,  and 
the  people  only  can  maintain  it.  This  truth,  applied 
particularly  to  our  civil  compact,  contains,  indeed,  the 
vital  principle  of  all  republicanism:  that  principle, 
which  establishes  an  indissoluble  union  and  corres- 
pondence of  interests,  feelings,  and  actions,  between 
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the  government  and  its  citizens;  and  which  has  uni- 
formly raised,  and,  I  am  confident,  will  forever  raise, 
the  arm  of  an  American  freeman,  to  crush  the  sedition 
of  domestic  traitors,  as  well  as  to  repel  the  invasion  of 
a  foreign  foe.  Thus,  placing  the  power  and  stability 
of  our  government  on  a  legitimate  basis,  the  determi- 
nation to  support  our  constitution  and  laws,  so  forcibly 
expressed  during  the  late  crisis,  cannot  fail  to  elevate 
the  federal  character  abroad,  and  to  improve  the  gen- 
eral happiness  at  home.  From  one  view  of  this  part 
of  the  subject,  however,  I  receive  peculiar  pleasure: 
we  have  witnessed  the  alacrity,  with  which  the  call 
of  the  President  was  obeyed,  by  men  of  every  political 
sentiment;  and  we  have  heard  the  unanimous  voice, 
with  which  the  lawless  conduct  of  the  insurgents  has 
been  reprobated,  in  every  quarter  of  the  Union.  The 
same  motives,  and  the  same  end,  have  been  avowed 
and  demonstrated  by  all.  Shall  we  not,  then,  be  per- 
mitted to  hope,  that  mutual  confidence  in  matters  of 
integrity,  and  mutual  deference  in  matters  of  opinion, 
will  hereafter  extinguish  those  feuds,  and  soften  those 
asperities,  which,  in  a  degree  greatly  to  be  lamented, 
have  often  disturbed  the  harmony  of  social  life,  and 
have  sometimes  deranged  the  system  of  political  opera- 
tions? Let  us,  at  least,  Gentlemen,  lend  all  our  aid 
to  the  accomplishment  of  so  salutary  an  object.  Lfet 
our  advice  and  example  diffuse  among  our  fellow  citi- 
zens the  principles  of  conciliation  and  affection  to- 
wards each  other,  and  towards  the  governments,  which 
are  intrusted  with  the  superintendence  and  direction 
of  their  common  interests. 

While  we  review  the  circumstances  that  have  at- 
tended the  insurrection,  in  order  to  select  the  means 
of  consolation,  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  will 
naturally  combine  with  that  pursuit,  an  investigation 
of  the  most  effectual  measures,  to  prevent  the  recur- 
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rence  of  a  similar  calamity.  Allow  me,  therefore, 
Gentlemen,  to  press  upon  your  consideration,  the  con- 
stitutional injunction,  ^'to  provide,  by  law,  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be,  for  the  establishment  of  schools 
throughout  the  state,  in  such  manner  that  the  poor 
may  be  taught  gratis."  I  have  on  other  occasions,  in- 
deed, observed,  that  to  multiply,  regulate  and 
strengthen  the  sources  of  Mucation,  is  the  duty,  and 
must  be  the  delight,  of  every  wise  and  virtuous  govern- 
ment; for  the  experience  of  America  has  evinced,  that 
knowledge,  while  it  makes  us  sensible  of  our  rights' 
as  men,  enforces  our  obligations  as  members  of  society. 
But  on  no  occasion  could  the  observation  be  more  em- 
phatically urged  than  the  present;  since  I  may,  con 
fidently,  appeal  to  the  conviction  of  every  mind,  which 
has  been  employed  in  examining  the  origin  and  pro- 
gress of  the  late  disturbances,  for  an  assurance,  that 
ignorance  (whose  natural  concomitants  are  credulity 
and  temerity)  has  been  the  principal  cause  of  the  de- 
precated mischief.  Reflecting,  then,  that  a  provision 
for  the  establishment  of  public  schools  was  contained 
in  the  old  constitution  of  the  state;  and  that  its  inser- 
tion in  the  new  constitution  shews  the  continued 
opinion  of  its  policy;  I  trust  I  shall  be  excused,  after 
a  lapse  of  near  twenty  years,  in  soliciting  your  imme- 
diate attention  for  this  interesting  branch  of  the  legis- 
lative trust.  While  your  predecessors  enjoy  the  repu- 
tation arising  from  an  early  and  faithful  payment  of 
the  state  debts;  from  a  judicious  disposition  of  the 
public  treasure  and  resources;  and  from  an  unexam- 
pled, but  successful,  amelioration  of  our  penal  code; 
may  the  theme  of  your  praise  flow  from  institutions 
that  shall  illuminate  the  minds  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
and  establish  science  on  a  pure  and  permanent  founda- 
tion. 

In  the  course  of  the  communications,  which  I  have 
heretofore  addressed  to  the  Legislature,  a  variety  of 
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topics  liave  been  suggested,  that  may  be  thought  still 
to  merit  a  share  of  your  deliberations.  In  general  T 
shall  content  myself  with  a  bare  reference  to  those 
communications;  though  I  cannot  omit  the  repetition 
of  my  anxiety  for  the  organization  of  our  militia  upon 
a  plan,  in  its  terms  more  perspicuous,  and  in  its  opera- 
tion more  efficient,  than  the  present.  The  improve- 
ment, likewise  of  our  roads  and  rivers,  becomes  daily 
more  interesting;  owing  to  the  emigrations,  which 
furnish  us  with  an  almost  daily  increase  of  population. 
The  situation  of  affairs  during  the  late  expedition,  has 
considerably  embarrassed  the  execution  of  my  design 
to  obtain  a  critical  and  general  survey  of  the  improve- 
ments undertaken  by  the  existing  contracts;  but  as 
far  as  my  information,  or  observation,  will  extend, 
there  is  ample  encouragement  to  persevere  in  the  bene- 
ficial policy,  which  actuated  your  predecessors  on  this 
subject. 

As  the  enlistments  of  the  corps  stationed  at  the  fort 
on  Mud-Island,  have  expired,  it  will  require  legislative 
consideration,  whether  the  same  circumstances  which 
originally  led  to  that  establishment,  for  preserving  the 
peace  and  neutrality  of  the  port,  do  not  now  require 
its  continuance.  The  proper  instructions  have  been 
issued,  for  maintaining  the  garrison  at  fort  Le  Boeuf ; 
but,  it  is  probable,  that  the  temporary  provision  which 
Congress  has  made,  for  keeping  a  military  force  in  the 
western  counties,  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  your 
interposing,  at  this  time,  for  the  protection  of  our 
frontiers.  Indeed,  the  recent  victory  obtained  by  the 
gallant  array,  under  the  command  of  General  Wayne, 
promises  a  speedy  relief  from  every  apprehension  of 
savage  depredations:  as  it  seems  already  to  have 
changed  the  arrogant  and  hostile  tone  of  the  northern 
Indians,  it  can  hardly  fail  to  produce  a  disposition  for 
peace  among  the  western  Tribes,  who  have  so  severely 
felt  the  power  and  pr-owess  of  their  enemy. 
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Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  documents,  which  1  have 
directed  to  be  laid  before  you,  that  the  accumulation 
of  our  revenue  during  the  recess,  has  been  considerable 
and  uniform,  notwithstanding  the  deductions  for  the 
western  expedition,  and  the  temporary  derangement 
which  that  event  unavoidably  occasioned  in  all  pecu- 
niary transactions  with  the  government.  Since  the 
sixteenth  day  of  August  last  there  has  been  received 
a  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  six 
hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents,  which 
being  added  to  four  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  two 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  dollars  and  forty-four 
cents,  at  that  time  in  the  treasury,  will  form  an  aggre- 
gate of  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents. 
The  disbursements  from  the  same  date,  including  other 
charges,  the  expense  of  the  late  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  the  appropriation  for  the  militia  service, 
have  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  and  sev- 
enty-nine cents.  From  this  statement,  therefore,  it 
appears,  that  there  is,  at  this  time,  an  unappropriated 
balance  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thousand  and 
sixty-four  dollars  and  sixteen  cents  in  the  treasury, 
subject  only  to  the  claims,  for  discharging  the  current 
expenses  of  government,  and  an  unsatisfied  sum  of 
about  thirty-five  thousand  dollars,  in  warrants  and 
certificates  for  unfunded  debt.  In  this  balance,  how- 
ever, no  notice  is  taken  of  the  dividend  on  the  public 
stock  in  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  which  will  always 
be  nearly  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  govern- 
ment; while  the  product  of  the  Land-office,  the  gradual 
collection  of  the  arrearages  of  taxes,  and  the  revenue 
arising  from  fees  payable  in  the  several  public  offices, 
must  furnish  an  annual  augmentation  of  our  pecuniary 
capital. 
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So  flourishing  a  state  of  our  finances,  will,  I  have 
no  doubt,  excite  a  liberal  enquiry  into  the  best  means 
of  employing  the  unappropriated  surplus  of  the  pub- 
lic income.  The  improvement  of  our  roads  and  rivers 
can  never  escape  your  attention;  and  the  erection  of 
suitable  buildings  for  the  safe-keeping  of  our  public 
records,  will  occur  to  you  with  growing  importance. 
But,  I  confess,  that  at  this  period,  I  contemplate  thr- 
establishment  and  endowment  of  seminaries  for  useful 
learning,  as  the  most  laudable  and  patriotic  object, 
upon  which  the  treasure  of  the  state  can  be  expended. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

The  event  which  has  so  dangerously  disturbed  th«i 
public  peace,  and  so  generally  agitated  the  public 
mind,  will,  I  hope,  lead  every  citizen  seriously  to  esti 
mate  the  blessings  which  we  now  enjoy,  compared,  as 
well  with  the  miseries  that  afflict  every  other  part  of 
the  globe,  as  with  our  own  i^olitical  depression  at  a 
former  period.  The  effect  of  this  review  cannot  fail 
to  awaken  the  most  lively  emotions  of  gratitude;  and 
to  present  the  most  forcible  inducements  to  circum- 
spection and  vigilance  in  the  exercise  of  our  civil 
rights,  and  the  performance  of  our  social  duties.  If, 
in  any  degree,  it  serves  to  strengthen  the  boundary 
between  liberty  and  licentiousness, — to  prevent  the 
abuse,  without  impairing  the  use,  of  any  valuable 
right, — our  fellow  citizens  will  inevitably  find,  that 
they  have  established  an  additional  security  for  their 
own  happiness  and  for  the  happiness  of  their  posterity. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  December  6th,  1794, 


0 
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Proclamation  Warning  Certain  Intruders  upon  Lands 
in  the  County  of  Luzerne. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

BY   THOMAS   MIFFLIN,   GOVERNOR   OF   THE 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  has  been  represented 
to  me,  upon  oath,  that  certain  ill-dis- 
liosed  persons  have,  without  due  au- 
thority, unlawfully  intruded  upon 
and  surveyed,  and  are  attempting  to 
seize  and  settle,  certain  lands  situate 
within  the  county  of  Luzerne,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  rights  and  the  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, as  settled  and  declared  by  the  decree  of  the  com- 
missioners, or  Judges,  of  the  United  States,  at  Tren- 
ton, on  the  30th  day  of  Dec,  1782;  and  also  in  contempt 
of  the  laws  and  judicial  proceedings  of  this  Common- 
wealth: And  whereas,  it  appears  to  me  expedient,  as 
well  for  preserving  the  public  peace,  as  for  affording 
a  just  protection  to  the  property  of  the  real  owners  of 
the  said  lands,  that  the  said  ill-disposed  persons,  their 
aiders  and  abettors,  should  be  warned  of  the  danger 
to  which  they  inevitably  expose  themselves,  and  the 
tranquility  of  the  State,  by  persevering  in  such  unlaw- 
ful conduct;  and  that,  collectively  and  severally,  they 
should  be  enjoined  forthwith  to  desist  therefrom: 
Therefore,  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation,  hereby  en- 
joining all  persons  whomsoever,  as  they  regard  their 
own  safety  and  the  public  welfare,  to  forbear  from  in- 
truding upon,  surveying,  occupying,  and  settling  any 
of  the  lands  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  aforesaid,  or 
any  other  lands  within  this  Commonwealth,  unless 
the  same  be  done  peaceably,  and  in  a  due  course  of 
law;  And  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  and  other  pub- 
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lie  officers,  according  to  the  duties  of  their  respective 
stations,  are  hereby  directed  vigilantly  to  enquire  after 
and  by  all  lawful  means  to  prevent,  any  proceedings 
of  the  illegal  nature  and  dangerous  tendency  herein 
before  set  forth. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Philadelphia,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  Jan- 
uary, in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
Nineteenth. 

By  the  Governor: 

[Signed]  THOS.  MIFFLIN. 
A.  J.  Dallas, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  State  of  the  Fort  at 
Le  Boeuf  and  plans  for  laying  out  a  town  at  that 
station. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  RECEIVED,  FROM  MR.  ELLICOTT,  A  RE- 
port  respecting  the  state  of  the  fort  at  Le  Boeuf, 
and  a  plan  for  laying  out  a  town  within  the  tract  of 
land  reserved,  at  that  station,  for  the  public  use.  Both 
these  subjects  are  highly  interesting,  and,  I  hope,  the 
execution  of  the  latter  object  will  receive  a  legislative 
sanction.  The  other  matters  contained  in  the  report, 
seem,  likewise,  entitled  to  your  attention,  and  furnish 
many  useful  hints,  if  ever  you  shall  deem  it  expedient 
to  carry  into  effect  that  system  of  frontier  defence, 
which  I  suggested,  in  my  address  to  the  General  As- 
semblj^,  on  the  second  of  September  last. 

The  plans  of  the  fort  and  of  the  proposed  town  will  be 
delivered  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
Philadelphia,  January  26th,  1795. 
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To  the  Assembly  concerning'  the  treaty  of  1794  with 
the  Six  Nations  and  the  continuance  of  the  garrison 
at  Presqu'  Isle. 

Gentlemen : 

I  HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF 
War,  and  I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before  you,  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  Six  Nations 
of  Indians  at  Kon-ondaigue  on  the  eleventh  of  Novem- 
ber last;  and  a  notification,  that  in  consequence  of  this 
treaty,  the  temporary  obstacles  to  the  establishment 
contemplated  to  be  made  by  Pennsylvania  at  Presqu' 
Isle,  are  removed. 

As  my  authority  to  continue  the  suspension  of  the 
Presqu'  Isle  establishment,  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the 
present  session  of  the  Legislature,  permit  me  to  re- 
quest, that,  in  the  intermediate  time,  you  will  be  pleased 
to  consider,  wiiether  some  further  provision  is  not  nec- 
essary to  enable  me  to  accomplish  that  object,  as  well 
in  point  of  funds,  as  of  affording  a  military  protection 
to  the  Commissioners:  you  will  readily  perceive,  that 
the  expenses  incurred  before  the  suspension,  were 
rendered  useless  by  that  circumstance;  and  it  is  ques- 
tionable, whether  the  small  number,  and  the  limited  ex- 
istence, of  the  garrison  at  fort  Le  Boeuf,  will  allow  a 
competent  detachment  to  attend  at  Presqu'  Isle,  while 
the  town  and  out  lots  are  surveyed. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  elanuary  28th,  1795. 


To  the  Assembly  notifying  of  the  Governor's  procla- 
mation against  the  illegal  settlers  on  lands  in  the 
western  part  of  the  State. 

Gentlemen : 

IN  A  MESSAGE  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  DATED 
the  eighteenth  of  February,  1793,  I  communicated 
the  dangers  to  which  the  public  peace  was  exposed, 
Q|i  account  of  certain  encroachments  and  settlement^, 
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made  upon  lands  within  this  common  wealth,  by  per- 
sons not  possessing  any  lawful  authority  or  title. 
Since  that  period,  the  grievance  has  become  more  no- 
torious, particularly  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  so  that 
1  have  thought  it  proper  to  issue  a  proclamation,  ad- 
monishing the  intruders  of  the  illegality  and  dangerous 
tendency  of  their  conduct.  Copies  of  the  proclamation, 
and  of  the  documents  on  which  it  was  principally 
founded,  will  be  laid  before  you,  and  you  will  permit  me 
again  to  recommend  the  subject  to  your  attention,  in 
hopes  that  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  may  devise 
efficient  means  to  prevent  the  mischiefs  that  are  appre- 
hended on  this  occasion. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  February  21st,  1795. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  certain  accounts  and 
estimates  and  recommending  a  further  appropria- 
tion for  the  objects  therein  mentioned. 

Gentlemen : 

I  HAVE  DIRECTED  THE  SECRETARY  TO  LAY 
before  you,  the  accounts  and  estimates  of  the  ex- 
penses incurred  under  the  several  acts  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  providing  for  the  peace  and  safety  of 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  the  defence  of  the  western 
frontiers,  and  the  continuance  of  the  garrison  at  fort 
Le  Boeuf ;  together  with  a  statement  of  the  charge  for 
extraordinary  militia  services,  in  the  counties  of  West- 
moreland, Allegheny  and  Huntingdon,  during  the  last 
year.  As  a  further  appropriation  will  be  necessary  for 
these  objects,  permit  me  to  recommend  them  to  your 
immediate  attention. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  February  23d,  1795. 
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Proclamation  Annguncing  the  Result  of  the  Elections 
for  Representatives  in  Congress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

IN  THE  NAME,  AND  BY   THE   AUTHORITY    OF 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  Governor  of  the  said 
Commonwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  is  provided  in  and  by  an 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Representatives  of  this  State 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,'^ 
that  the  Governor,  having  received  the 
'  returns  of  the  Election  from  the  Sher- 

iff of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  re- 
spective Sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, shall  declare  (by  proclamation,  the  name  of 
the  person  or  persons  to  him  returned  as  duly  elected  in 
each  respective  district :  And  whereas  it  appears,  from 
the  returns  of  the  General  Election  held  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  October  last,  in  and  for  the  several  dis- 
tricts hereinafter  specified,  that  the  following  named 
persons  were  duly  elected  therein  respectively,  to  serve 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and  after  the  fourth  day 
of  March  next,  that  is  to  say: 

1.  In  the  district  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia — John 
Swan  wick. 

2.  In  the  district  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia — 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg. 

3.  In  the  district  of  the  Counties  of  Chester  and  Dela- 
ware— Richard  Thomas. 

4.  In  the  district  of  the  Counties  of  Berks  and  Lu- 
zerne— Daniel  Heister. 

5.  In  the  district   of  the   Counties  of  Dauphin   and 
Northumberland — Samuel  Maclay. 
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6.  In  the  district  of  the  county  of  Lancaster — John 
Wilkes  Kittera. 

7.  In  the  district  of  the  County  of  York — Thomas 
Hartley. 

8.  In  the  district  of  the  Counties  of  Cumberland  and 
Mifflin — Andrew  Gregg. 

9.  In  the  district  of  the  Counties  of  Westmoreland 
and  Fayette — William  Flndley. 

10.  In  the  district  of  the  Counties  of  Washington 
and  Allegheny — Albert  Gallatin. 

And  whereas  the  Keturn  of  the  General  Election  in 
and  for  the  district  of  the  Counties  of  Bucks,  North- 
ampton and  Montgomery,  is  made  in  the  following 
words,  to  wit: 

"We  Kobert  Shewell,  John  Terry  and  Silas  Hough, 
three  of  the  Judges  of  the  Election  of  the  County  of 
Bucks,  John  Ross,  one  of  the  Judges  of  Election  of  the 
county  of  Northampton  and  Frederick  Conrad,  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  county  of  Montgomery  being  as- 
sembled on  Saturday  the  fifteenth  day  of  November 
in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  One  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-four  at  the  house  of  Jacob  Fries  in  the 
township  of  Richland  in  the  county  of  Bucks  aforesaid 
and  having  carefully  compared  the  returns  from  the 
counties  aforesaid  do  certify  That  at  a  General  Elec- 
tion held  in  the  counties  aforesaid  and  in  the  com- 
panies of  Militia  from  the  same  counties  in  actual  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  on  Tuesday  the  fourteenth 
day  of  October  in  the  year  aforesaid  Samuel  Sitgreaves 
and  James  Morris  were  elected  by  a  majority  of  votes. 
Representatives,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Bucks,  Northampton  and  Mont- 
gomery aforesaid,  the  said  Samuel  Sitgreaves  having 
in  all  the  returns  aforesaid  two  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty-four  votes  and  the  said  James  Morris  having 
in  the  whole  of  the  said  returns  one  thousand  six  hun- 
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dred  and  forty-eight  votes.  And  we  do  also  certify 
That  according  to  a  return  produced  before  us  this  day 
signed  by  two  of  the  Judges  of  the  county  of  Mont- 
gomery from  the  Regiment  of  Militia  now  in  actual  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  from  the  said  county  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Wentz  (which  said 
return  from  the  Regiment  aforesaid  came  to  the  office 
of  the  Prothonotary  of  the  said  county  Since  the  tenth 
day  of  November  in  the  year  aforesaid,  on  which  said 
tenth  day  of  November  the  Judges  of  the  several  dis- 
tricts of  the  said  county  made  out  the  General  return 
for  the  said  county)  John  Richards  had  one  hundred 
and  fifty-six  votes  and  the  said  James  Morris  had  fifty- 
eight  votes,  by  which  the  said  John  Richards  is  higher 
in  votes  than  the  said  James  Morris,  the  said  John 
Richards  having  in  the  whole  of  the  returns  aforesaid 
including  the  returns  from  the  Regiment  aforesaid  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one  votes  and  the 
said  James  Morris  having  (including  the  votes  from 
the  Regiment  aforesaid)  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  six  votes :  And  w^e  do  also  certify  That  there  has 
been  no  returns  from  the  Militia  of  Bucks  County  yet 
come  to  hand  In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto 
set  our  hands  and  seals  this  fifteenth  day  of  November 
in  the  year  aforesaid. 

(Signed.) 

Robert  Shewell— (L.  S.) 
John  Terry— (L.  S.) 
'Silas  Hough— (L.  S.) 
John  Ross— (L.  S.) 
Fred'k  Conrad— (L.  S.) 
And  whereas,  in  addition  to  the  said  General  Re- 
turn in  and  for  the  district  last  aforesaid,  and  subse- 
quent to  the  time  of  the  making  thereof,  certain  Re- 
turns, purporting  to  be  the  Returns  of  the  General  Elec- 
tion held  for  Representatives  in  Congress  by  the  sev- 
eral Companies  or  Corps  of  the  Militia  of  Bucks  County, 
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who  were  absent  from  their  respective  places  of  resi- 
dence, and  in  actual  service  on  the  fourteenth  of  Oc- 
tober last,  were  to  me  presented,  whereby  it  appears 
That  Samuel  Sitgreaves  and  James  Morris  had  each 
ninety-one  votes. 

And  whereas,  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Bedford 
has  certified  That  the  Judges  of  the  General  Election 
in  and  for  the  districts  of  the  counties  of  Bedford, 
Franklin  and  Huntingdon  did  not  meet  according  to 
law  to  make  out  a  General  Return  of  the  Election  for 
Representatives  in  Congress  held  in  the  said  last  men- 
tioned district,  by  reason  whereof  no  such  General  Re- 
turn has  been  transmitted  to  me; 

Now,  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation, 
hereby  publishing  and  declaring  That  the  said  John 
Sw^anwick,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Richard 
Thomas,  Daniel  Heister,  Samuel  Maclay,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  Thomas  Hartley,  Andrew  Gregg,  William 
Findley,  Albert  Gallatin,  and  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  are 
duly  elected  and  chosen  as  Representatives  of  the 
people  of  this  Commonwealth  to  serve  in  the  House  of 
Rei^resentatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
for  two  years,  to  commence  from  the  said  fourth  day 
of  March  next;  that  the  said  James  Morris  and  John 
Richards  have  been  returned  in  the  manner  hereinbe- 
fore set  forth:  but  it  remains  for  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  Congress  (being  exclusively  the  Judge  of 
the  elections,  returns  and  qualifications  of  its  members) 
to  decide  whether  the  said  James  Morris,  or  the  said 
John  Richards,  is  duly  elected  and  chosen,  together 
with  the  said  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  in  and  for  the  dis- 
trict of  the  counties  of  Bucks,  Northampton  and  Mont- 
gomery; and  that  the  name  of  the  person  elected  and 
chosen,  in  and  for  the  district  of  the  counties  of  Bed- 
ford, Franklin  and  Huntingdon,  does  not  appear  from 
any  official  return  by  me  received. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
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at  Philadelphia,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  February 
in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  One  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  nine- 
teenth. 

By  the  Governor, 

A.  J.  Dallas, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  the  Assembly  respecting  the  State  of  the  business 
of  the  land  office  and  the  inadequate  appropriation 
for  clerk-hire. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  REPRESENTATIONS  THAT  I  HAVE  RE- 
ceived  from  the  officers  of  the  Land-office,  respect- 
ing a  state  of  their  business,  and  the  inadequate 
allowance  which  the  law  makes  for  clerk-hire,  have 
been,  from  time  to  time,  submitted  to  your  considera- 
tion. The  letter  which  the  Receiver  General  has  re- 
cently addressed  to  me  on  the  subject,  seems,  however, 
to  claim  particular  attention,  and,  with  that  view,  1 
have  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  it  before  you. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  March  14th,  1795. 


Thomas  Mifflin.  335 

Proclamation  of  Pardon  to  the  Participants  in  the 
"Whiskey  Insurrection." 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY   THE    AUTHORITY,  OF 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  THOMAS  iMIFFLIN,  Governor  of  the  said 
Commonwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  at  the  commencement  of 
the  late  Insurrection  in  the  western 
part  of  this  State,  constituting  the 
Fourth  Survey  thereof,  I  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient to  attempt  a  vindication  of  the 
violated  authority  of  the  laws,  and  a 
restoration  of  peace,  harmony  and 
order,  by  the  influence  of  reason  and  lenity  upon  the 
minds  of  the  deluded  and  refractory  Insurgents:  And 
Whereas  the  better  to  promote  so  desirable  an  object, 
I  appointed,  authorised  and  employed  The  Honorable 
Thomas  McKean,  Chief  Justice  of  this  Commonwealth 
and  Major  General  William  Irvine  (with  full  confidence 
in  their  wisdom,  prudence  and  patriotism)  as  commis- 
sioners to  confer  with  the  said  Insurgents,  and  on  be- 
half of  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  to  promise  to 
them  and  every  of  them  an  act  of  pardon  and  oblivion 
for  all  past  transgressions,  upon  receiving  a  satis- 
factory assurance  of  future  submission  to  the  laws. 

And  whereas  the  said  Commissioners,  in  pursuance 
of  the  trust  thus  reposed  in  them,  did  by  an  Instru- 
ment under  their  hands,  bearing  date  the  21st  day  of 
August  in  the  year,  1794,  promise,  upon  certain  terms 
and  conditions  of  this  State,  and  of  the 

United  States. 

Instrument  specified,  that  if  Western  Counties 
should  keep  behaviour,  until  the  first  day  an  act  of  free 
and  general  pardon  and  oblivion  of  all  treasons,  insur- 
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rections,  arsons,  riots  and  other  offences  inferior  to 
riots,  committed,  perpetrated,  counselled  or  suffered 
by  any  person  or  persons,  complying  with  the  terms 
and  conditions  aforesaid,  within  the  counties  by  the 
said  Commissioners  specified,  since  the  14th  day  of 
July  in  the  year  1794,  should  be  granted,  so  far  as  the 
said  offences  concerned  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  or 
the  Government  thereof:  And  Whereas  it  appears  by 
a  Proclamation,  heretofore,  issued  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  that  he  has  thought  proper  to  ex- 
tend the  Pardon  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  all  persons,  who  have  been  guilty  of  the  Treas- 
ons or  Misprisions  of  Treason  in  his  said  Proclamation 
specified,  or  who  have  been  otherwise  concerned  in  the 
said  Insurrection  within  the  said  Survey,  but  who  have 
not  since  been  indicted  or  convicted  thereof.  And  I 
am  desirous  on  my  part  to  pursue  a  like  policy,  as  well 
on  account  of  its  humanity,  as  for  the  sake  of  preserv- 
ing uniformity  in  the  proceedings  of  the  General  and 
State  Governments,  in  relation  to  the  same  important 
object:  Therefore,  I,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  have  granted  and  by 
these  presents  do  grant  a  full,  free  and  entire  pardon  to 
all  persons  (not  included  in  the  exception  hereinafter 
declared)  of  all  treasons,  insurrections,  arsons,  riots 
and  other  offences  inferior  to  riots,  committed  within 
the  said  Fourth  Survey,  between  the  said  14th  day  of 
July  and  the  22nd  day  of  August,  in  the  year  1794,  and 
which  may  have  been  and  are  indictable  offences 
against  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania;  together  with 
a  free  and  entire  remission  and  release  of  all  fines,  for- 
feitures and  penalties  consequent  thereon;  Excepting 
and  excluding  always  nevertheless  from  all  the  benefit 
and  advantage,  or  any  claim  to  the  benefit  and  advant- 
age, of  the  Pardon  hereby  granted,  every  person  who 
has  either  refused  to  give  the  assurance  of  submission 
stipulated  and  required  as  aforesaid,  or  who  having 
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given  the  same  shall  afterwards  have  deviated  there- 
from, and  now  actually  .stand  indicted  or  convicted  of 
any  offence  against  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State, 
at  Philadelphia,  the  26th  day  of  August  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  Twentieth. 
\\\  the  Governor, 

A.  J.  Dallas, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Opening  address  to  the  Assembly — 1795. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

THE  CONSTITUTION  HAS  DECLARED,  THAT 
the  Executive  Magistrate  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
give  to  the  General  Assembly,  information  of  the 
state  of  the  commonwealth.  In  the  performance  of 
that  duty,  at  the  present  period,  I  perceive,  with  satis- 
faction, that  a  variety  of  subjects  occur  to  gratify  your 
feelings,  but  none  to  excite  a  sentiment  of  regret. 

The  policy  hitherto  pursued,  under  the  existing  form 
of  our  government,  has  been  uniformly  justified  and  re- 
warded, by  the  effects  which  it  has  produced.  Thus,  in 
consummating  the  reformation  of  the  penal  code,  one 
crime  alone,  deliberate  murder,  has  been  left,  by  your 
predecessors,  to  experience  a  sanguinary  punishment: 
And  yet,  compared  with  our  own  situation  but  a  few 
years  ago,  how  obviously  has  the  number  of  crimes  de- 
creased? Or,  compared  with  the  situation  of  other 
countries,  how  superior  is  the  degree  of  security,  which 
our  persons  and  property  enjoy?  The  operation  of  our 
system  for  extinguishing  the  public  debt,  and  regulat- 
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ing  the  public  finances,  has  honorably  discharged  the 
claim  of  every  creditor;  and  instituted,  without  the  aid 
of  a  single  tax,  efficient  revenues  for  all  the  legitimate 
objects  of  government.  The  application  that  has  been 
made  of  public  money,  and  the  encouragement  that  has 
been  given  to  private  enterprize,  for  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  rivers,  and  the  communication  of  roads,  have 
already  so  facilitated  the  intercourse  between  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  state,  so  enhanced  the  value  of  its 
soil,  and  so  enlarged  the  sphere  of  its  commerce,  agri- 
culture and  arts,  as  to  evince  that  the  benefits,  which 
must  inevitably  flow  from  our  perseverance  in  this 
laudable  course,  can  never  be  too  highly  estimated,  nor 
too  anxiously  explored.  It  would  seem,  in  short,  that 
nothing  more  is  wanting  to  perfect  our  scheme  of  mu- 
nicipal policy,  than  to  mitigate  the  rigor  of  the  laws  re- 
specting imprisonment  for  debt;  and  to  effectuate  the 
constitutional  injunction,  for  establishing  seminaries 
of  education. 

From  the  last  mentioned  source  of  public  and  of 
private  prosperity,  indeed,  our  constituents  will  derive 
those  advantages,  which  (as  I  have  on  former  occasions 
observed)  are  essential  to  the  enjoyment  and  preserva 
tion  of  all  the  other  blessings  of  their  condition.  To 
insure  the  respect  and  support  of  a  free  people  for  their 
government,  its  nature,  operation,  and  uses  must  be 
known: — to  enable  a  free  people  to  guard  against  en- 
croachment, or  oppression,  the  boundary  of  delegated 
power,  and  the  quality  of  civil  liberty,  must  be  under- 
stood. In  monarchies,  no  instrument  is  more  effectual 
for  maintaining  an  arbitrary  dominion,  than  the  ignor- 
ance of  the  subjects  whom  it  afflicts;  nor  even  in  repub- 
lics, has  any  pretext  been  more  common,  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  undue  authority,  than  the  incapacity  of  the 
citizens  to  judge  for  themselves,  of  public  measures. 
Since,  therefore,  obedience  to  the  laws,  the  love  of 
order,  the  cultivation  of  peace,  morality,  and  patriot- 
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ism,  are  characteristics  of  enlightened  minds,  you  will 
be  eager,  I  am  confident,  to  display,  in  the  execution  of 
your  legislative  trust,  that  auspicious  coincidence  of 
duty,  disposition,  and  power,  which  will  insure  to  our 
posterity  at  least,  a  more  general  diffusion  of  useful 
knowledge. 

Contemplating,  Gentlemen,  our  federal  association, 
and  our  encreasing  relations  with  foreign  countries,  as 
well  by  compact  as  by  commerce,  it  cannot  be  a  matter 
of  indifference,  that  the  liberal  policy,  to  which  I  have 
adverted,  has  commanded  universal  applause,  and  al- 
ready appears,  in  some  of  our  sister  states,  to  be  an  ob- 
ject of  imitation.  The  American  Union  can  never,  in- 
deed, maintain  its  just  rank  among  other  nations,  but 
on  the  basis  of  uniformity  and  concord,  in  the  political 
opinions,  the  moral  habits,  and  the  legislative  systems, 
of  the  various  Members  that  compose  it.  Nor,  for  the 
I>urpose  of  preserving  inviolate  the  constitutional  boun- 
daries between  the  federal  and  state  jurisdictions  (so  as 
to  contribute  all  the  energy  of  the  individual,  in  sup- 
port of  the  general  government,  while  each  shall  be 
protected  from  the  incroachments  of  the  others)  an  any 
theory  be  effectual,  unless  it  shall  be  enforced  by  a  free 
circulation  of  intelligence,  a  candid  exchange  of  senti- 
ments, similarity  of  principle,  and  reciprocity  of  confi- 
dence. On  the  cardinal  events,  that  have  hitherto 
marked  our  national  career,  the  war  for  Independence, 
and  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  every 
state  was  inspired  by  the  same  spirit,  and  has  acted 
with  the  same  zeal:  In  what  remains  to  be  done,  for 
consolidating  and  harmonizing  their  interests,  usages 
and  pursuits,  may  we  not  confidently  expect  an  equal 
degree  of  conciliation,  co-operation  and  advantage? 
The  diversity  that  subsists  in  their  codes  of  criminal 
law,  furnishes,  at  least,  an  opportunity,  interesting  to 
the  national  justice,  as  well  as  to  our  personal  human- 
ity, for  making  the  experiment.     For,  it  is  certainly 
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painful  to  reflect,  tliat  among  a  people,  forming  one  na- 
tion, it  often  depends  on  the  place,  in  which  a  crime  is 
perpetrated,  and  sometimes  merely  on  the  court,  in 
which  a  prosecution  originates,  whether  an  ignomin- 
ious forfeiture  of  life,  an  inferior  kind  of  corporal  suf- 
ferance, or  a  temporary  imprisonment  at  hard  labour, 
shall  be  the  punishment  inflicted. 

The  success  of  the  example  that  Pennsylvania  has 
given  on  this  subject,  will,  doubtless,  recommend  any 
measures,  which  the  wisdom  of  her  government  may 
adopt,  to  extend  its  influence.  The  liberal  overtures 
that  she  has  already  made  to  some  of  her  neighbours, 
for  mutually  improving  their  means  of  intercourse,  by 
land  and  by  water,  may  afford,  likewise,  a  just  founda- 
tion, for  attracting  the  attention  of  all  her  sister  states, 
to  so  inexhaustible  a  source  of  national  energy  and 
opulence.  While,  therefore,  the  federal  government 
is  occupied  in  its  arduous  task  of  general  superintend- 
ance  and  controul,  it  could  not,  in  my  judgment,  obtain 
a  more  eiflcient  auxiliary,  than  the  establishment  of 
such  a  concert,  for  moulding  into  order  and  uniformity 
the  municipal  policy  of  the  several  states,  and  for 
rendering  the  territorial  advantages  of  each,  subser- 
vient to  the  interests  of  all.  The  abstract  importance 
of  the  object  is  sufficient,  however,  to  claim  your  notice; 
and  cannot  fail,  under  the  auspices  of  an  enlightened 
Legislature,  to  make  the  most  salutary  impressions  on 
the  public  mind. 

For  prosecuting  every  species  of  improvement  in  the 
domestic  policy  of  America,  the  present  aera  seems, 
indeed,  to  be  propitious,  beyond  all  precedent.  To  the 
good  fortune  of  being  preserved  from  a  participation  in 
the  ruinous  conflict,  that  has  desolated  Europe,  we  have 
now  to  add  the  felicity  of  being  rescued  from  the  In- 
dian war,  that  has  so  long  disturbed  the  tranquility  of 
our  frontiers.  As  a  natural  consequence  of  our  neutral 
character,  we  have  been  enabled  (notwithstanding  the 
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violent  and  iniquitous  interruptions,  which  our  trade 
has  undergone,)  to  render  the  treasures  of  the  whole 
world  tributary  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Union:  As  a 
natural  consequence  of  our  state  of  peace  and  freedom, 
we  have  been  enabled  to  enrich  the  population,  arts  and 
manufactures  of  our  country,  with  the  industry  and 
skill  of  thousands,  who,  flying  from  scenes  of  tumult 
and  persecution,  have  found  an  honourable  asylum 
here.  Permit  me,  then,  Gentlemen,  to  remark,  that  the 
best  evidence  to  be  given  of  our  deserving  the  bounties 
of  a  beneficent  Providence,  will  arise  from  the  means 
pursued,  in  order  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  them: 
but  that,  above  all  things  it  is  incumbent  upon  us,  at 
this  crisis,  to  cultivate  harmony  among  ourselves.  On 
political  speculations;  on  the  measures  of  government; 
a  difference  of  opinion  will  unavoidable  occur:  but  that 
difference  of  opinion  ought  not  to  excite  animosity;  nor 
can  it  justify  intolerance.  For,  as  it  is  alike  the  duty 
and  interest  of  every  citizen,  to  support  the  constitu- 
tion, and  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  country,  in  can- 
dour, it  must  be  presumed,  that  the  motive  and  the  ob- 
ject of  every  citizen  will  be  the  same,  whatever  variance 
may  appear  in  the  means  that  are  projected,  for  ac- 
complishing  them.  Let  us,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  in 
our  public  and  private  characters,  use  every  occasion 
to  conciliate  the  minds  of  our  constituents  towards 
each  other,  and  tow^ards  the  governments  that  they 
have  established:  Let  us  w^arn  them  equally  against  all 
usurpations,  that  would  repress  the  freedom  of  senti- 
ment; and  all  irritations  that  would  kindle  the  torch 
of  discord.  Be  assured,  that  of  every  incident  in  our 
political  transactions;  of  every  vicissitude  in  our  po- 
litical sentiments;  the  enemies  of  republicanism  will 
always  be  eager  to  take  a  sinister  advantage:  Nor  can 
it  be  disguised,  that,  at  this  moment,  their  invidious 
hopes  are  unusually  elate.  But  while  the  citizens  of 
America,  shall  continue  to  demonstrate  a  firm  convic- 
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tioD,  that  their  safety,  happiness,  and  glory  depend  oo 
the  maintenance  of  their  constitution  and  laws,  we  can 
have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  abuse  of  power,  nor 
from  the  licentiousness  of  anarchy. 

Proceeding  to  lay  before  you,  Gentlemen,  the  busi- 
ness that  has  been  transacted,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Legislature,  I  find  great  pleasure  in  stating,  that  the 
law,  which  authorized  the  appointment  of  Commission- 
ers to  survey  and  establish,  upon  the  north-western 
frontier  of  the  state,  the  several  towns  of  Erie,  Frank- 
lin, Warren,  and  Waterford,  has  been  completely  and 
advantageously  executed.  The  tracts  of  land,  designed 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  at  Presqu'  Isle,  have 
also  been  selected  and  appropriated,  to  the  mutual  sat- 
isfaction of  the  federal  and  state  officers  employed  on 
the  occasion:  But  the  ruinous  condition  and  inconve- 
nient situation  of  Fort  Franklin  having  induced  the  ex- 
pression of  a  wish,  on  the  part  of  the  former,  that  a 
more  eligible  scite  might  be  ceded  for  erecting  new  for- 
tification at  the  mouth  of  French  Creek,  I  did  not 
hesitate  to  assent,  provisionally,  to  the  proposition  for 
changing  the  ground,  in  perfect  confidence  that  you 
would  approve  and  confirm  it. 

Before  the  Commissioners  departed  from  Pittsburgh, 
the  symtoms  of  savage  hostility  were  so  alarming,  that 
it  became  expedient,  as  well  for  their  protection,  as  for 
the  general  security  of  the  frontiers,  to  augment  the 
number  of  state  troops,  by  the  additional  company 
which,  in  a  case  of  emergency,  I  was  empowered  to 
raise.  Orders  were  accordingly  issued  for  that  pur- 
pose; but  you  will  perceive,  on  a  perusal  of  the  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  subject,  that  every  step  was  taken 
in  concert  with  the  general  government;  and  that  no 
precaution  was  omitted  to  prevent  an  accumulation 
of  useless  expense,  or  a  continuance  of  the  enlistments, 
beyond  the  period  of  actual  necessity. 

The  termination  of  the  Indian  war,  the  rapid  pro- 
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gress  of  our  interior  settlements,  and  the  estabhshment 
of  garrisons  under  the  authority  of  the  Union,  will, 
probably,  relieve  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  from 
any  future  anxiety,  or  expense,  in  protecting  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  state,  against  sudden  invasions,  and  savage 
hostility.  There  are  still,  however,  many  objects  in 
that  quarter,  which  will  merit  an  early  and  constant 
consideration.  The  obstacles  which  Nature  has  inter- 
posed to  a  free  communication,  between  the  extremes 
of  our  territorial  jurisdiction,  you  will,  doubtless,  per- 
severe in  removing,  as  far  as  it  is  practicable,  by  the 
assistance  of  industry  and  art.  Permit  me  to  repeat, 
indeed,  that  no  other  means  can  effectually  assimilate 
the  interests  and  sentiments  of  a  community,  so  sepa- 
rated and  dispersed.  Among  the  various  causes  to 
which  the  late  disturbances  in  the  western  counties 
may  be  ascribed,  the  want  of  that  free  communication, 
to  which  I  allude,  and  the  consequent  ignorance  of  the 
inhabitants,  respecting  the  opinions  that  prevailed  in 
different  parts  of  the  commonwealth,  ought  not  to  be 
suppressed  or  disregarded.  In  expressing,  likewise, 
the  gratification,  which  we  must  now  derive  from  view- 
ing the  perfect  restoration  of  order,  and  an  exemplary 
submission  to  the  authority  of  the  laws,  in  the  same 
counties,  the  remark,  that  I  have  made,  will  acquire  ad- 
ditional illustration  and  force.  For,  besides  the  atone- 
ment, proceeding  from  a  just  sense  of  error,  and  the 
gratitude  due  to  a  generous  forgiveness  of  offences,  we 
cannot  hesitate  to  pronounce,  that  the  opportunity  of 
observing  the  patriotic  spirit  that  was  excited,  of  hear- 
ing the  virtuous  sentiments  that  were  avowed,  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  constitutional  measures  of  government, 
must  have  been  greatly  instrumental  in  producing  so 
honorable  a  change.  But,  independent  of  this  general 
consideration  of  its  moral  and  political  effects,  you  can- 
not fail  to  observe,  that  the  object,  which  is  thus  rec- 
ommended to  your  attention,  becomes  daily  more  in- 
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teresting,  on  account  of  the  channels,  that  are  con- 
stantly multiplying,  for  the  transportation  of  our  pro- 
ducts, to  distant  markets,  through  the  medium  of  other 
states. 

The  necessity  of  taking  seasonable  precautions  to 
protect  the  rights  of  property,  and  to  prevent  violations 
of  the  public  peace,  is  another  object  of  considerable 
importance,  in  relation  to  the  uncultivated  lands  in  the 
western  and  northern  districts  of  the  state.  From  the 
information,  which  I  have  received,  it  appears,  that  the 
intrusion  of  real  or  pretended  settlers,  without  titles, 
has  already  occasioned  great  discontent;  and  threatens 
to  become  a  permanent  source  of  feud  and  litigation. 
I  have  been  induced  to  believe,  indeed,  that  the  law,  in 
requiring  an  actual  and  continued  settlement  upon 
lands,  for  some  years,  before  a  patent  shall  issue,  in 
favour  of  the  purchaser,  contributes  to  increase  the  evil 
that  is  complained  of,  without  producing  the  benefit,  for 
which  the  stipulation  was  originally  introduced.  You 
will,  however.  Gentlemen,  investigate  the  subject  in  all 
its  operations:  and  the  experience,  that  has  resulted 
from  a  similar  state  of  things,  at  a  former  period,  will 
enable  you,  not  only  to  calculate  the  more  general  in- 
conveniences that  are  likely  to  ensue  on  the  present 
occasion,  but  to  devise  the  most  effectual  means  for 
preventing  their  occurrence. 

In  connection  with  the  preceding  object,  I  think  it  is 
incumbent  upon  me  to  inform  you,  that  a  judicial 
opinion  has  lately  been  pronounced  in  the  Circuit  Court, 
by  which  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  confirming  the  title  of  the  Connecticut  claim- 
ants to  certain  lands  in  Luzerne  county,  has  been 
deemed  unconstitutional  and  void.  You  will  excuse 
me,  Gentlemen,  in  adding,  that  this  decision  seems  to 
afford  a  favorable  oportunity  for  terminating  the  un- 
happy and  protracted  controversy,  in  respect  to  those 
lands.    Whatever  may  have  been  the  merits  of  the 
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case,  on  the  original  questions  of  jurisdictions,  and 
title,  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature,  must,  at 
least,  be  considered,  as  declaratory  of  their  sense, 
that  the  public  welfare  required,  in  this  instauce,  a 
departure  from  the  rigid  dispensations  of  the  law. 
Thus,  although  (in  conformity  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Court,)  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  could 
not  destroy,  or  impair,  the  rights  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania claimants:  and  though  the  act,  which  made 
that  attempt,  was,  in  fact,  repealed;  yet,  we  find 
the  Legislature  so  pledged  to  accomplish  an  amicable 
and  satisfactory  arrangement,  that  what  was,  at  first, 
a  matter  of  mere  policy,  may  now  be  regarded,  as  in 
some  degree,  obligatory  on  the  faith  and  honor  of  the 
state.  If,  therefore,  the  subject  should  appear  in  the 
same  light  to  you,  I  am  persuaded,  it  will  be  practicable 
to  make  a  reasonable  compromise,  with  either  of  the 
contending  parties;  nor  can  our  constituents,  in  gen- 
eral, withhold  their  approbation  of  any  measure,  cal- 
culated finally  to  extinguish  a  fued,  that  has  for  so 
many  years  disturbed  and  discredited  their  govern- 
ment. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  full  benefit  of  establishing 
towns  and  garrisons  on  our  frontiers,  you  will  readily 
admit  the  expediency  of  adding  to  the  other  improve- 
ments, that  have  been  suggested,  an  immediate  sale  of 
the  reserved  tracts  of  land,  contiguous  to  the  several 
establishments.  Unless  this  shall  speedily  be  done, 
either  encroachments  will  be  made  on  the  property  of 
the  state,  or  (he  agricultural  settlements  will  be  so  dis- 
tant from  the  towns  and  garrisons,  as  to  destroy  that 
mutual  support,  which  is  essential  to  the  interest  and 
prosperity  of  the  respective  objects.  The  same  con- 
sideration, however,  will  dictate  the  propriety  of  divid- 
ing the  reserved  tracts,  into  plantations  of  a  convenient 
extent,  and  of  making  the  sale  (on  moderate  terms)  to 
actual  settlers  only. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  lay  before  you.  Gentle- 
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men,  the  result  of  a  general  review  of  the  progress, 
which  has  been  made,  in  executing  the  various  con- 
tracts, relating  to  the  improvement  of  our  roads  and  in- 
land navigation.  From  this  document  you  will  per- 
ceive, that,  although  the  appropriations  have,  in  many 
instances,  been  inadequate  to  their  object;  yet,  that 
upon  the  whole,  the  public  money  has  been  faithfully 
and  beneficially  expended,  by  the  respective  contract- 
ors. To  render  the  benefits  permanent,  however,  it 
will,  perhaps,  be  found  economical  to  make  a  farther 
advance;  and  even  to  supply  some  of  the  townships, 
through  which  our  principal  communications  lie,  with 
better  funds,  for  improving  and  repairing  the  roads, 
than  their  own  scanty  resources  can  be  expected  to  fur- 
nish. But  the  public  utility  of  the  Turnpike-road 
(which,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Managers,  has 
been  completed)  between  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and 
thQ  borough  of  Lancaster,  will  soon,  I  am  confident,  be 
so  apparent,  as  to  remove  every  prejudice  against 
similar  undertakings;  particularly  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  our  capital.  If,  indeed,  during  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  present  session,  the  subject  should  be  in- 
vestigated, you  will,  undoubtedly  consider,  whether  it 
will  be  advisable,  in  future,  to  vest  the  superintendence 
and  emoluments  of  any  highway,  permanently  and  ab- 
solutely in  a  private  company;  since,  the  public  ac- 
commodation, in  matters  of  this  kind,  ought  certainly 
to  be  promoted,  on  the  lowest  scale  of  public  expense. 

The  Commissioners,  who  were  appointed  to  fix  the 
proper  places  for  the  county  towns  of  Somerset  and 
Lycoming,  have  performed  that  service.  For  the 
former,  they  have  chosen  Bruner's-town,  changing  its 
name  to  that  of  the  county,  and  for  the  latter,  they  have 
designated,  in  general  terras,  that  part  of  Ross's  farm 
(situated  between  Loyalsock  and  Lycoming  creeks) 
which  lies  between  the  great  road  and  the  river  Sus- 
quehanna; leaving  the  precise  spot,  on  which  the  pub- 


Thomas  Mifflin.  347 

lie  buildings  shall  bo  erected,  to  the  discretion  of  the 
county  commissioners. 

The  agents,  employed  in  distributing  the  public  gra- 
tuity to  distressed  and  necessitous  French  emigrants, 
have,  likewise,  executed  their  trust,  with  a  care  and 
fidelity,  happily  corresponding  with  the  benevolence 
of  the  grant.  From  their  report,  you  will  perceive  the 
extent  of  the  relief,  that  has  been  afforded;  and,  let  me 
add,  that  connected  with  the  sympathy,  which  the  ap- 
proaching inclement  season  is  calculated  to  inspire, 
there  will  be  found  sufficient  inducements  to  continue, 
for  some  time  longer,  this  exercise  of  legislative 
bounty;  whose  unfortunate  objects  are,  in  general,  des- 
titute of  every  other  resource,  for  procuring  the  nec- 
essaries and  comforts  of  life. 

The  papers  that  respect  Metoxen,  the  Oneida  Indian, 
for  whose  education  and  maintenance  provision  was 
made  by  law,  will  shew,  that  every  step  was  taken  to 
accomplish,  in  the  most  economical  manner,  the  design 
of  the  Legislature.  It  appears,  however,  that,  owing 
to  some  casualty  in  the  Indian's  family,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances, perfectly  consistent  with  a  grateful  sense 
of  the  favours  that  were  conferred  on  him,  he  has 
chosen,  for  the  present,  to  decline  the  patronage  of  the 
state,  and  to  return  to  his  nation. 

If  you  shall  find  an  opportunity.  Gentlemen,  during 
the  present  session  to  enter  upon  general  improve- 
ments, in  the  several  departments  of  our  government, 
permit  me  to  refer  to  my  former  communications,  for 
many  subjects,  that  have  appeared,  in  my  opinion,  high- 
ly interesting  to  our  political  economy.  In  the  judicial 
department,  there  is  still  wanting  a  delegation  of  equit- 
able powers.  The  state  courts,  according  to  their  pres- 
ent constitution,  are,  in  many  cases,  I  understand,  em- 
barrassed for  the  means  of  administering  adequate  and 
complete  justice,  on  account  of  the  strict  forms  and 
principles  of  the  common  law.     As  the  federal  courts, 
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indeed,  are  vested  with  competent  equitable  powers, 
it  would  seem  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  that  uni- 
formity, which  I  have  strenuously  recommended,  that  a 
mere  difference  in  the  tribunals,  should  not  be  allowed 
to  make  an  essential  difference  in  the  mode,  or  the  ex- 
tent, of  a  judicial  remedy.  Besides,  the  constitution 
evidently  contemplates  the  enlargement  of  jurisdic- 
tion to  which  I  allude;  as  well  as  the  establishment  of 
a  form  of  action,  for  bringing  suits  against  the  com- 
monwealth; and,  therefore,  both  objects  will,  no  doubt, 
command  a  seasonable  and  salutary  share  of  your  at- 
tention. 

How  far  the  interests  of  our  commerce  would  be 
benefited  by  the  revival  of  the  bankrupt  laws,  you  will 
judge;  and,  perhaps,  the  prospect  of  receiving,  from 
the  wisdom  of  Congress,  a  general  system  for  the 
United  States,  may  supercede  the  necessity  of  your 
legislating,  at  this  time,  upon  the  subject.  It  may  not 
be  inexpedient,  however,  to  take  into  your  considera- 
tion, the  law  relating  to  our  commercial  paper  currency 
and  marine  insurances^  in  order  to  place  those  import- 
ant objects  on  a  clear  and  stable  foundation.  For  the 
encouragement  of  navigation,  as  well  as  for  the  sake 
of  the  public  health,  permit  me,  likewise,  to  remind  you, 
that  the  institution  of  a  naval  hospital,  to  be  connected 
with  the  Health-office,  will  require  but  little  public  ex- 
pense, though  it  will  confer  a  great  public  benefit. 

The  calamity  which  recently  afflicted  the  city  of  New 
York  and  the  town  of  Norfolk,  (and  upon  the  cessation 
of  which  permit  me  cordially  to  congratulate  you) 
rendered  it  proper  to  exercise  the  cautionary  authority 
given  by  law,  for  the  purpose  of  prohibiting  all  inter- 
course, between  places  infected  with  contagious  dis- 
eases, and  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  On  this  occasion, 
however,  some  doubts  were  entertained,  in  respect  lo 
the  means  which  might  be  lawfully  pnrsuod,  to  enforce 
the  prohibition ;  and,  therefore,  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
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evidently  requires  a  strict  and  summary  proceeding,  it 
may  be  advisable,  during  the  present  session,  to  remove 
all  ambiguity  in  the  existing  act;  and  to  provide  more 
speedy  and  effectual  remedies,  against  a  violation,  or 
an  evasion  of  those  regulations,  which,  in  such  exigen- 
cies, are  indispensable  for  the  safety  and  tranquility 
of  the  public.  A  report  from  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Health-office,  which  will  likewise,  be  laid  before  you, 
justly  complains  of  the  inconveniences  that  have  oc- 
curred in  the  course  of  discharging  their  duty,  for  the 
want  of  a  competent  fund  to  maintain  the  institution; 
and  the  object  is  certainly  of  sufficient  importance  to 
require  immediate  consideration. 

The  improvement  of  our  militia  law,  has  been  a  con- 
stant topic,  in  my  communications,  to  the  General  As- 
sembly; but,  its  claim  to  legislative  attention  continues 
undiminished.  A  statement  of  the  numerous  defects, 
which  have  already  produced  great  embarrassment, 
and  which  must  continue  to  defeat  every  expectation 
of  system  and  energy  in  this  important  department,  will 
be  found  upon  your  records.  I  shall,  therefore,  only  ob- 
serve, generally,  that  for  the  purpose  of  organization, 
armament,  and  discipline,  it  has  become  indispensable 
to  enforce  obedience  to  the  law,  by  higher  penalties;  to 
obtain  services  by  more  adequate  compensations;  to 
ensure  skill  by  more  frequent  exercises;  and  to  prevent 
a  want  of  arms  and  ammunition,  by  establishing  public 
magazines  and  arsenals,  in  convenient  districts. 

The  proper  officers  will  lay  before  you,  Gentlemen,  all 
the  details  relating  to  the  public  finances;  but,  in  the 
mean  time,  it  may  be  useful  to  inform  you,  that  agre«^- 
ably  to  the  directions  of  the  act  of  the  seventeenth  day 
of  April  last,  there  have  been  purchased,  for  the  use  of 
the  state,  a  sum  of  eighty-three  thousand  four  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  eighty-three  cents,  in  six 
per  cent,  stock,  at  par;  and  a  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
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and  twentj-one  cents  in  deferred  stock,  at  less  than  the 
rate  prescribed,  for  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  and  three  cents : 
— the  whole  disbursement,  on  the  occasion,  amounting 
in  specie,  to  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  ten  thousand' 
two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars,  and  eighty-six 
cents.  From  this  encrease  of  our  capital,  we  shall  draw 
an  immediate  interest  of  about  five  thousand  dollars; 
which,  however,  will  be  augmented,  as  soon  as  the  de- 
ferred stock  becomes  productive,  to  an  interest  of  about 
twenty-four  thousand  dollars.  Adding,  therefore,  th(? 
latter  sum  to  the  probable  profit,  annually  accruing 
from  the  public  property  in  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania 
(which  has  hitherto  been  equal  to  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars)  the  certain  and  permanent  income  of  the 
state,  arising  from  its  existing  pecuniary  capital,  will 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

But,  even  to  this  funded  capital,  a  great  accession 
may  reasonably  be  expected,  from  a  prudent  manage- 
ment of  our  contingent  revenues.  The  emoluments  of 
the  Land-Ofiice,  which,  between  the  first  of  January 
and  the  thirty-first  of  October  last,  have  yielded  a  sum 
of  seventy-three  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-two 
dollars  and  seven  cents;  and  the  collection  of  the  ar- 
rearage of  state  taxes,  which,  during  the  same  term, 
has  yielded  a  sum  of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  and 
sixty-two  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents;  must  continue 
to  be  highly  important,  for  a  considerable  period  longer. 
The  annual  product  of  the  ordinary  revenues,  arising 
from  taxes  on  sales  at  auction,  on  tavern  and  marriage 
licenses,  and  from  the  fees  received  in  various  public 
offices,  may  fairly  be  estimated,  independent  of  the  ob- 
viously growing  value,  at  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars. And,  besides  these  supplies  the  treasury  will 
eventually  be  enriched  by  the  accumulation  of  the 
monies  issued  on  loan,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the 
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eleventh  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three;  by  the  reimbursement  of  the  monies  ad- 
vanced for  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  west- 
ern expedition;  and,  in  short,  by  the  operation  of  vari- 
ous other  miscellaneous  resources,  which  the  official  re- 
ports from  the  department  of  accounts  will  particularly 
exhibit. 

From  this  review,  it  appears,  then,  that  the  state  is  in 
possession  of  effective  means,  for  assuring  a  constant 
income  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand  dollars, 
exclusive  of  the  unappropriated  monies,  that  must 
periodically  accumulate  in  the  treasury.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  only  permanent  incumbrance  on  our  reve- 
nues, arises  from  the  necessary  expenses  of  govern- 
ment; which,  including  a  charge  for  current  militia  ser- 
vices, and  a  charge  for  maintaining  the  police  of  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  may  ,in  the  aggregate,  be  esti- 
mated at  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
The  pension  list,  however,  will  continue,  annually,  for 
some  years,  to  claim  about  ten  thousand  dollars;  and 
of  the  public  debt,  there  remain  to  be  redeemed,  on  the 
application  of  the  respective  creditors,  a  sum  of  four 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eleven  dollars  and  forty- 
five  cents,  in  the  three  per  cent,  and  deferred  Purparts ; 
and  a  sum  of  twenty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
four  pounds  eighteen  shillings,  in  the  funded  and  de- 
preciation certificates. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  have  forborne  to  add  the  enumeration  of  incumb- 
rances upon  our  revenues,  either  the  loan  of  twenty 
thousand  pounds  (on  which  there  is  due  a  balance  of 
about  forty  thousand  dollars)  obtained  from  the  Bank 
of  North  America,  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating, 
with  suitable  buildings,  the  President  and  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  on  their  arrival  in  this  city;  or  the 
amount  of  two  thousand  and  fifty-four  dollars  and  sixty- 
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three  cents  in  certificates  issued  for  claims,  that  have 
been  liquidated  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature; 
as,  I  presume,  that  you  will  take  the  present  oppor- 
tunity to  satisfy  both  those  objects.  In  relation  to 
the  first,  however,  I  shall  direct  to  be  laid  before  you, 
the  report  of  the  Agents  who  have  superintended  the 
erection  of  the  house,  intended  for  the  use  of  the  Presi- 
dent; and,  permit  me  to  remark,  that,  as  the  exorbit- 
ant rise  in  the  expense  of  building,  has  rendered  it  im- 
practicable to  execute  the  design  of  the  Legislature, 
with  the  sums  hitherto  appropriated,  the  strictest 
economy  requires,  that  an  additional  grant  should  be 
made,  to  prevent  the  structure's  remaining  in  its  pres- 
ent unfinished  and  exposed  condition. 

The  humane  institutions  of  Philadelphia,  have  long 
been  an  honor  to  our  capital,  and  have  uniformly  en- 
joyed the  bounty  and  patronage  of  the  Legislature.  It 
is,  with  great  cheerfulness,  therefore,  that  I  undertake 
to  present  to  your  consideration,  a  memorial  from  the 
Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  describing  the 
insufficiency  of  their  funds,  for  relieving  the  unfor- 
tunate objects,  wiio  daily  claim  their  charitable  care 
and  protection.  The  rapid  increase  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  state,  must  necessarily,  indeed,  occasion  a  pro- 
portionate increase  of  those  afflictions,  which  the  Hos- 
pital was  particularly  designed  to  alleviate;  and  such 
hitherto  has  been  the  exemplary  management  of  the 
funds,  and  economy  of  the  institution,  that  you  will  not 
hesitate,  I  am  persuaded,  to  regard  this  application,  for 
pecuniary  aid,  as  perfectly  entitled  to  your  attention 
and  confidence. 

For  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government,  and  for  the 
encouragement  of  public  improvements,  you  will, 
doubtless,  provide  with  your  accustomed  liberality.  It 
only  remains,  therefore,  to  inform  you,  that  the  bal- 
ance of  specie  in  the  treasury',  at  this  time,  amounts  to 
eighty-six  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  dol- 
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lars  and  five  cents;  to  which  the  half  yearly  dividends 
on  our  public  stock  will  shortly  be  added.  There  is, 
likewise,  a  quantity  of  paper  money  collected,  which 
you  will,  of  course,  direct  to  be  destroyed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

Having  instructed  the  Secretary  of  the  common 
wealth  to  present  to  you,  the  papers,  explanatory  of  the 
various  subjects  that  I  have  mentioned,  permit  me  to 
assure  you,  that  I  shall  be  happy,  by  every  other  means 
in  my  power,  to  facilitate  and  expedite  the  business  of 
the  session.  The  harmonious  operation  of  the  several 
departments  of  our  government,  has  hitherto,  indeed, 
been  eminently  useful,  and  may,  I  trust,  be  regarded  as 
an  honorable  pledge,  for  the  continuance  of  mutual 
confidence  and  consideration.  The  influence  of  such  an 
example  is  incalculable  in  its  extent,  and  in  its  ad- 
vantage, spreading  from  the  state  to  the  Union:  from 
the  administration  of  public  affairs,  to  all  the  pursuits 
and  enjoyments  of  social  life.  Independent,  likewise, 
of  the  strict  objects  of  the  legislative  trust,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  serious  importance  to  our  constituents,  that  their 
Representatives,  by  periodically  assembling  at  the  com- 
mon seat  of  trade  and  information,  are  enabled  to  as- 
certain, explore  and  disseminate  that  knowledge,  which 
is  necessary  to  the  performance  of  the  civil  obligations, 
and  to  the  preservation  of  the  civil  rights,  of  the  com- 
munity. But  it  has  already  been  remarked;  that 
whatever  way  we  look,  the  prospect  seems  to  brighten 
and  expand.  By  prosecuting,  therefore,  the  task,  that 
is  assigned  to  us,  with  a  zealous  co-operation,  in  our 
private,  as  well  as  public,  characters,  we  shall  be  en- 
titled to  indulge  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  success; 
and  cannot  fail  to  establish  the  honor  of  the  govern- 
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ment,  on  its  only  durable  foundation, — the  happiness 
and  confidence  of  the  people. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  December  4th,  1795. 


To  the  Assembly  advising-  of  the  reception  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
United  States  and  certain  Indian  Nations  and  tribes. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF 
State,  and  directed  to  be  herewith  laid  before  you, 
authenticated  copies  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and 
friendship  between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
certain  nations  and  tribes  of  Indians,  concluded  on  the 
third  of  August,  1795,  by  Major  General  Wayne,  duly 
authorized  thereto,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Sachems 
and  War  Chiefs  of  the  said  nations  and  tribes,  of  the 
other  part. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  January  16th,  1796. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  lay  out  towns  on  the  North- 
west frontier. 

Gentlemen: 

I  HAVE  RECEIVED  A  GENERAL  REPORT  FROM 
the  commissioners  who  were  lately  employed  in 
laying  out  the  towns  on  our  north-west  frontier; 
and,  as  it  contains  a  great  variety  of  useful  informa- 
tion respecting  the  executing  of  their  trust,  and  the 
means  of  securing  the  advantages  contemplated  by  the 
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Legislature  in  forming  these  settlements,  I  have  direct- 
ed the  Secretary  to  present  copies  of  it  for  your  consid- 
eration. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  January  25th,  1796. 


To  the  Assembly  recommending  improvements  in  the 
laws  respecting  confined  debtors  and  criminals  in 
the  Prison  of  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  INSPECTORS  OF  THE  PRISON  OF  PHILA- 
delphia,  having  consulted  the  Attorney  General 
on  certain  necessary  improvements  in  the  laws  re- 
specting confined  debtors  and  criminals,  I  think  it 
proper  to  submit  the  result  to  your  consideration,  and 
to  recommend,  that  the  alterations  suggested  may  re- 
ceive an  early  sanction  from  the  legislative  authority. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  February  9th,  1796. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  an  act  to  alter,  amend  and 
repeal  certain  provisions  in  the  health  laws  of  the 
State. 

Gentlemen : 

HAVING  TAKEN  INTO  CONSIDERATION  A 
bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  alter,  amend  and  repeal 
certain  provisions  in  the  health-laws  of  this 
commonwealth,"  I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  re- 
turn the  same  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which 
it  originated,  but  without  my  signature  or  approbation; 
as  I  think,  upon  mature  reflection,  the  following  objec- 
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tion  ought  to  prevent  its  being  enacted  in  its  present 
form : 

Because  it  is  declared,  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  act, 
that  "the  Inspectors  shall  have  power  to  suspend  or 
remove  from  office,  for  such  reasonable  cause  as  to  them 
shall  seem  sufficient,  the  Visiting  or  Resident  Physi- 
cian, and  an  other  or  others  to  appoint  in  his  or  their 
place;"  whereas  the  eighth  section  of  the  second  article 
of  the  constitution  provides,  that  ''the  Governor  shall 
appoint  all  officers  whose  offices  are  established  by  the 
constitution,  or  shall  be  established  by  law,  and  whose 
appointments  are  not  therein  otherwise  provided  for, 
and  the  offices  of  Visiting  and  Resident  Physicians  are 
established  b}'  law,  and  the  appointments  thereto  are 
not  otherwise  provided  for  by  the  constitution. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  April  4th,  1796. 


Proclamation  Announcing  the  Names  of  Presidential 
Electors. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

IN  THE  NAME,  AND  BY  THE  AUTHORITY  OF 
the      Commonwealth      of      Pennsylvania.         By 
THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  Governor  of   the  said    Com- 
monwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided,  in  and  by 
an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  en- 
titled "An  Act  directing  the  manner 
time  and  places,  for  holding  Elections 
for  the  Electors  of  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States," 
passed  the  fourth  day  of  April  last, 
that  the  Governor  having  received  the  returns  of  the 
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Elections  from  the  respective  Prothonotaries  of  the 
several  Counties  of  this  Commonwealth  shall  enumer- 
ate and  ascertain  the  number  of  votes  for  each  and 
every  person  voted  for,  as  the  Electors  of  a  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  there- 
upon declare  by  Proclamation  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons so  duly  elected  and  chosen,  and  also  that  he  shall 
notify  the  same  to  the  Electors  respectively  on  or  be- 
fore last  \Yednesday  in  November  instant. 

And  Whereas,  it  appears  by  the  Returns  which  I 
have  at  this  time  actually  received  (being  all  the  Re- 
turns of  the  State,  except  the  Returns  for  the  county  of 
Greene)  that  Thomas  McKean,  Jacob  Morgan,  James 
Boj'd,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Joseph  Heister,  William  Mc- 
Clay,  James  Hanna,  John  Whitehill,  William  Irvine, 
Abraham  Smith,  John  Piper,  John  Smilie,  William 
Brown,  Robert  Coleman  and  Samuel  Miles  are  the  fif- 
teen persons  for  whom  according  to  the  Returns  re- 
ceived as  aforesaid,  the  greatest  number  of  votes  were 
given  at  the  said  Election  held  on  Friday  the  fourth 
day  of  November  instant.  Now,  therefore,  I  have  is- 
sued this  Proclamation:  hereby  publishing  and  de- 
claring that  the  said  Thomas  McKean,  Jacob  Morgan, 
James  Boyd,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Joseph  Heister,  Wil- 
liam McClay,  James  Hanna,  John  Whitehill,  William 
Irvine,  Abraham  Smith,  John  Piper,  John  Smilie,  Wil- 
liam Brown,  Robert  Coleman  and  Samuel  Miles  appear 
according  to  the  Returns  received  as  aforesaid  to  be 
elected  and  chosen  Electors  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  serve  at  the  Election, 
in  that  behalf  to  be  held,  at  the  Borough  of  Harris- 
burgh  in  the  County  of  Dauphin  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  December  next,  agreeably  to  the  said  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  Act 
of  Congress  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State, 
at  Philadelphia,  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  November  in 
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the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-six,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  twenty-first. 
By  the  Governor, 

A.  J.  Dallas, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Opening  address  to  the  Assembly,  1796. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

INVESTED  with:  THE  ARDUOUS,  THOUGH 
honorable,  trust,  of  legislating  for  a  free  and  en- 
lightened people,  you  will  be  gratified  in  con- 
templating so  favorable  an  opportunity,  for  the  per- 
formance of  your  duties,  as  the  present  season  of  peace 
and  prosperity. 

To  provide  for  the  preservation  and  administration  of 
the  republican  system,  under  which  our  country  has 
flourished  beyond  example;  to  improve  and  protect  the 
institutions,  that  are  designed  for  the  advancement  of 
virtue,  the  dissemination  of  knowledge,  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice;  and  to  multiply  the  means  by 
which  every  species  of  honest  industry,  may  be  effect- 
ually encouraged  and  rewarded;  are  the  great  objects 
confided  to  your  wisdom  and  patriotism.  For  these 
objects  (it  must  be  allowed)  much  has  already  been 
done;  but  it  is  implied  in  their  very  nature,  that  much 
will  always  remain  to  do:  the  increase  of  population, 
the  extention  of  agriculture  and  commerce,  the  pro- 
gress of  arts,  and  the  inevitable  vicissitude  of  human 
passions  and  pursuits,  can  never  fail  te  furnish  occa- 
sions, for  the  exercise  of  legislative  care  and  authority. 

While  affording  the  aid  to  your  deliberations,  which 
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the  constitution  requires  from  the  Executive  Magis- 
trate, permit  me,  Gentlemen,  to  suggest  some  of  the 
amendments,  of  which  our  laws,  on  these  fundamental 
points,  appear  to  be  susceptible. 

In  relation  to  the  organization,  and  the  operations  of 
a  representative  republic,  the  rights  and  rules  of  elec- 
tion, demand  peculiar  attention.  From  the  complex 
character  of  our  political  association  the  rights  of  suf- 
ferage  may  be  acquired  in  various  modes;  by  birth,  by 
naturalization  in  this  commonwealth,  or  by  naturaliza- 
tion in  any  of  our  sister  commonwealths;  but  the  suc- 
cessive changes  of  the  state  and  federal  constitutions 
have  so  deranged  the  provisions,  which  the  law  had 
previously  made,  that  a  declaratory  act  has  become 
necessary,  it  is  thought,  to  render  the  subject  clear  (as 
it  ought  to  be  to  every  understanding.  The  adoption  of 
such  a  measure,  extending  to  a  general  revision  of  the 
election  laws,  I  trust,  it  will  be  deemed  expedient  to  in- 
corporate, into  one  system,  all  the  regulations  that  re- 
spect the  federal,  as  well  as  state,  officers;  and  to  in- 
troduce additional  sanctions,  for  securing  at  this 
source  of  the  health  and  vigor  of  the  body  politic,  pur- 
ity and  independence,  vigilance  and  impartiality. 

The  difficulties,  which  have  again  arisen,  in  the  elec- 
tion and  returns  of  the  Electors  of  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  have  recently  at- 
tracted the  public  attention,  and  are  peculiarly  cal- 
culated to  enforce  any  recommendation,  on  the  inter- 
esting subject,  to  which  I  have  just  adverted.  By  the 
law  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Prothonotaries  to  deliver 
the  returns  of  their  respective  counties  within  fourteen 
days  after  the  election;  and  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Executive  to  enumerate  the  votes,  to  proclaim  the 
Electors  having  a  majority  of  votes,  and  to  cause  those 
Electors  to  be  notified  of  their  election,  on,  or  before, 
the  last  Wednesday  of  the  month.  In  a  few  of  the 
counties,  however,  the  votes  of  particular  districts^  fqp 
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various  reasons,  were  not  included  in  the  general  re- 
turns; and  the  returns  of  several  of  the  remote  counties 
were  not  received,  when  the  term,  prescribed  to  the  Pro- 
thonotaries,  for  executing  their  trust,  had  expired.  By 
the  precedent,  established  on  the  opinion  of  the  Judges 
and  the  Attorney  General,  at  the  election  of  Electors 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two, 
and  confirmed  in  the  same  manner,  on  the  late  occasion, 
the  limitation  imposed  on  the  Prothonotaries,  could 
only  be  considered  as  directory  with  respect  to  their 
conduct,  and  not  as  an  exclusion  of  returns  delivered  at 
a  subsequent  period:  The  limitation,  likewise,  imposed 
on  the  Executive  Magistrate,  must  be  considered,  as 
still  referring  it  to  his  discretion,  to  delay  enumerating 
the  votes,  and  proclaiming  the  public  choice,  for  any 
period,  that  was  compatible  with  the  delivery  of  ofli- 
cial  notifications  to  the  Electors,  on  the  day  designated 
by  the  Legislature.  With  this  authoritative  exposi- 
tion of  the  law;  possessed  of  positive  information,  that 
elections  had  been  held  in  all  the  counties ;  and  conclud- 
ing, from  repeated  statements  communicated  to  me, 
that  the  returns  had  been  fraudulently  intercepted,  or 
accidentally  postponed,  I  determined,  contrary  to  my 
first  intention,  but,  upon  mature  consideration,  and 
with  the  advice  of  the  law-ofiicers  of  the  state,  to  defer 
the  enumeration  to  the  latest  hour  that  I  legally  could; 
and  in  the  mean  time,  to  give  a  full  and  impartial  op- 
portunity, for  supplying  the  deficiencies,  and  correct- 
ing the  errors,  of  the  general  returns.  As  the  best 
proof  of  the  propriety  of  this  determination,  it  now  ap- 
pears, that  had  I  pursued  a  contrary  course,  the  real 
voice  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  fairly  given,  and 
accurately  ascertained,  would  not  have  been  announced. 
A  neglect  of  the  judges  of  election,  to  deliver,  in  form 
the  returns  of  two  districts  in  Northumberland  and  Ly- 
coming counties;  and  the  act  of  sending  the  mail,  which 
contained  the  returns  of  Westmoreland   and  Fayette 
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counties,  from  Greensburgh,  the  place  of  deposit,  or 
some  subsequent  stage  to  Pittsburgh,  instead  of  being 
forwarded,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  to  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia; were  the  circumstances,  (the  latter  of  which 
will,  I  am  persuaded,  undergo  a  strict  scrutiny  in  the 
proper  department)  that  without  any  other  imputable 
negligence,  or  delinquency  in  the  voters,  or  in  the  re- 
turning officers  of  the  state,  had  occasioned  the  delay 
and  difficulty,  which  I  have  described.  But  upon  the 
whole,  I  am  confident,  that  you,  Gentlemen,  that  every 
candid  citizen,  will  agree,  conformably  to  the  opinion 
and  advice  upon  which  I  have  acted,  that  no  fraud, 
force,  or  accident,  should  be  allowed  to  divert,  or  defeat, 
the  regular  operations  of  the  public  choice;  and  that 
whenever  the  real  sense  of  the  people  can  be  authen- 
ticated, the  remissness,  the  mistakes,  the  malversa- 
tions, of  officers,  (who  are  appointed  merely  to  preserve 
form  and  order  in  transacting  the  business  of  elections) 
cannot  be  sufficient  to  preclude  investigation,  in  con- 
tradiction to  evidence  and  reason,  nor  to  establish  er- 
ror, at  the  expense  of  truth  and  justice.  It  is  true  that 
the  act  respecting  the  choice  of  Electors,  has  not  pro- 
vided a  specific  mode  for  examining  and  deciding  upon 
the  controversies,  which  have  arisen,  and  probably,  will 
often  arise,  at  elections  of  such  importance;  but  it  is  the 
constitutional  duty  of  the  Executive  Magistrate,  to  tak»3 
care  that  all  the  laws  of  the  state  shall  be  faithfully 
executed;  and  it  is  my  earnest  wish,  that  the  expression 
of  the  legislative  will  may  always  be  made  so  explicit 
and  so  ample,  as  to  leave  nothing  for  construction  to 
explain,  or  discretion  to  supply. 

It  will  be  universally  acknow^ledged,  that  to  guard  a 
republican  government  against  internal  encroachments, 
or  external  violence,  a  well  organized  and  well  dis- 
ciplined militia,  is  the  only  safe  and  efficient  instru 
ment;  and  yet  it  is  also  obvious,  that  the  police  of  Penn 
sylvania  is  not,  in  any  respect,  more  feeble  and  def^i-- 
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tive.  Let  it  theo  be  remembered,  that  the  danger  of 
foreign  hostility  (though  I  anxiously  hope  it  is  a  re- 
mote) is  not  a  visionary  evil;  and  that  emergencies  will 
sometimes  arise  in  the  best  ordered  communities,  which 
the  power  of  the  civil  magistrates  is  not  competent  to 
encounter.  In  either  case,  if  the  militia  cannot  be 
seasonably  embodied,  it  will  be  found  hazardous  and 
improvident,  to  trust  the  defence  and  tranquility  of  the 
state,  to  the  only  alternatives  that  occur; — a  perma- 
nent military  force,  or  the  casual  exertion  of  volunteers. 
Upon  this  topic,  however,  Gentlemen,  every  proper  op- 
portunity has  been  embraced,  to  engage  the  attention 
of  the  Legislature,  particularly  at  a  period  when  the 
reputation,  if  not  the  security,  of  our  government  was 
menaced;  and  when  a  greater  expense  was  incurred  to 
obviate,  in  a  single  instance,  the  embarrassments  pro- 
duced by  the  imperfection  of  the  existing  law,  than 
would  be  necessary  for  constantly  maintaining,  in  a 
state  of  preparation  and  energy,  a  judicious  and  liberal 
establishment  of  the  militia.  Referring,  therefore,  to 
the  records  of  the  General  Assemblj^,  and  to  the  report 
of  the  Adjutant  General,  which  will  be  laid  before  you, 
for  a  specification  of  the  improvements  essentially 
requisite,  I  can  only  add  an  opinion,  fortified  by  every 
day's  experience,  that  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  our 
immediate  constituents,  our  federal  obligations,  pub- 
lie  convenience,  and  genuine  economy,  concur  in  rec- 
ommending a  prompt  and  radical  reform. 

That  a  general  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge  among 
the  citizens,  serves  invariably  to  repress  the  spirit  of 
licentiousness,  and  to  cherish  a  sense  of  rational 
liberty,  the  histories  of  nations,  and  the  speculations  of 
philosophers,  are,  alike,  calculated  to  demonstrate. 
Impressed,  indeed,  with  this  important  truth,  the 
framers  of  our  constitution  have  emphatically  imposed 
an  obligation  upon  the  Legislature,  to  devise  and  estab- 
lish a  system  of  education,  "in  such  manner,  that  the 
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poor,  throughout  the  state,  may  be  taught  gratis."  In- 
dependent, therefore,  of  the  motives,  which  would  oth- 
erwise, actuate  every  wife  and  benevolent  statesman, 
all  the  offspring  of  indigence  and  penury,  have  an  inter- 
esting and  incontrovertible  claim,  to  the  enjoyment  of 
a  public  provision,  for  the  illumination  of  their  minds, 
and  the  cultivation  of  their  faculties.  But,  still,  re- 
garding the  institution  only  as  an  auxiliary  to  perpe- 
tuate the  blessings  of  a  free  government,  and  to  assimi- 
late the  language,  sentiments,  and  manners  of  the 
citizen,  you  will  not,  I  am  confident.  Gentlemen,  allow 
it  to  be  retarded  by  the  suggestions  of  a  parsimonious 
policy;  nor  to  be  fettered  by  any  restriction,  proceeding 
from  local  jealousy,  or  habitual  prejudice.  Every  part 
of  the  community  is  interested  in  the  well  being  of  the 
whole:  The  security  of  each  member  will  always,  in 
some  degree,  depend  upon  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of 
the  rest:  And  thus,  the  measure  now  contemplated,  as 
well  as  every  other  measure  for  the  public  benefit,  is 
nothing  more,  in  fact,  than  a  common  medium,  through 
which  all  the  Individuals  of  the  same  society  (however 
classed,  and  wherever  situated)  infalibly  derive  a  just 
proportion  of  advantage. 

To  this  branch  of  our  review,  may  be  properly  an- 
nexed, the  considerations  that  respect  the  departments, 
and  public  offices,  in  which  the  business  of  the  state  is 
transacted;  since  it  must  be  nugatory  to  recognize  the 
theory  of  a  free  government,  unless  the  mode  of  admin- 
istering it  shall,  at  the  same  time,  be  arranged  and  en- 
forced, on  a  corresponding  principle  of  order,  sim- 
plicity, and  energy.  In  the  department^  of  accounts, 
and  the  land-office,  several  improvements  will  be  sug- 
gested by  the  reports  of  the  respective  officers;  but,  it 
is  incumbent  on  me  to  represent,  that  the  death  of  the 
State  Treasurer  having  occasioned  a  vacancy  in  that 
office,  and  some  doubts  being  entertained  of  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  the  Executive,  to  make  a  tempor- 
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ary  appointment,  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature, 
I  was  happy  to  find,  that  neither  the  interest,  nor  the 
credit,  of  the  government  would  suffer,  by  my  declin- 
ing any  direct  interference  on  the  occasion.  It  will 
be  proper,  however,  to  provide,  by  law,  against  the  in- 
conveniencies  that  may  result  from  a  similar  situation 
at  any  future  period:  And  you  will  readily  excuse  my 
reminding  you,  that  an  adequate  arrangement,  has  not 
yet  been  made,  for  establishing  suitable  buildings  to 
contain  and  preserve  the  public  records;  particularly, 
such  as  relate  to  the  land-office,  to  the  office  of  register 
of  wills,  and  to  the  offices  of  the  Prothonotaries  of  the 
several  courts  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which 
are  now  exposed  to  constant  danger  from  fire  and  other 
accidents.  If,  indeed,  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  the 
federal  government,  or  any  other  occurrence,  should 
prevent  the  building,  which  has  been  lately  erected  by 
the  state  (and  of  which  an  account  will  be  laid  before 
you)  from  being  permanently  occupied  according  to  its 
original  destination,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  conveniently 
appropriated  to  the  accommodation  of  the  legislative 
and  executive  departments,  so  as  to  preclude  the  ne- 
cessity of  incurring  any  additional  expense,  for  the  pur- 
pose that  has  been  intimated. 

Proceeding,  Gentlemen,  to  a  consideration  of  our  pub- 
lic institutions,  for  promoting  the  practice  of  virtue, 
and  the  administration  of  justice,  the  philanthropic  and 
patriotic  mind  will  discover  in  the  success,  that  has 
hitherto  attended  every  experiment,  the  noblest  re- 
ward, as  well  as  the  strongest  incentive  to  perseverance. 
The  penal  code  of  Pennsylvania,  purified  from  its  an- 
cient sanguinary  stain,  continues  to  evince  its  efficacy, 
in  producing  the  only  result,  that  can  be  desired  from 
the  infliction  of  punishment — the  reformation  of  offend- 
ers, and  the  security  of  the  public:  while  the  general 
constitution  of  our  courts  of  justice,  seems  only  to  want 
a  portion  of  the  equitable  powers  of  a  Court  of  Chan- 
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eery,  in  order  to  become  completely  operative.  It  may 
not  be  useless,  however,  on  the  first  of  these  subjects,  to 
submit  to  your  consideration  the  expediency  of  reduc- 
ing all  the  penal  laws  into  one  act;  and,  on  the  other 
to  recommend,  that  some  modification  should  be  adopt- 
ed, to  render  the  remote  circuits  of  the  Courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  more  convenient  to  the  officers,  as  well  as  to 
the  citizens,  who  attend  them. 

The  education  of  the  poor  being  already  mentioned, 
it  is  only  necessary  here  to  add,  that  institutions  cal- 
culated to  supply  them,  at  all  seasons,  with  the  ma- 
terials of  labor;  and  to  afford  them  an  asylum  when 
age,  or  infirmity,  afflicts,  must  prove  a  powerful  guar- 
antee for  that  purity  of  morals  and  manners,  to  which 
idleness  and  extreme  indigence  are  incessantly  and 
fatally  opposed.  The  poor  laws,  the  laws  relative  to 
the  establishment  of  work-houses,  and  the  laws  afford- 
ing a  legislative  patronage  to  public  hospitals,  claim, 
with  this  view,  an  early  and  careful  revision.  The 
temporary  and  gratuitous  aid  granted  for  the  relief  of 
distressed  French  emigrants,  has  been  faithfully  and 
effectually  applied;  and,  independent  of  its  charitable 
uses,  has,  doubtless,  produced  many  sanitary  effects, 
as  an  act  of  policy:  but  you  will  perceive  by  the  report 
of  th  eagents  employed  in  distributing  it,  that  there  are 
still  some  of  the  emigrants,  to  whom  the  continuance 
of  your  bounty  is  necessary',  as  the  only  means  of  sup- 
port; and  for  whom,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  your 
humanity  cannot  fail  to  be  deeply  interested. 

Directing  yonv  attention,  Gentlemen,  to  the  means, 
by  which  the  industry  of  our  fellow  citizens  may  be  en- 
couraged, and  rendered  most  productive  and  beneficial 
to  the  community,  it  will,  at  once,  be  discerned,  that 
the  interests  of  society  are  so  intimately  .interwoven, 
and  so  mutually  dependent,  that  endowments,  which 
might,  superficially,  seem  to  be  the  immediate  and  ex- 
clusive advantage  of  a  particular  art,  science  or  occu- 
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patioE,  may  always,  nevertheless,  be  accurately  traced 
Ujroughout  the  whole  circle  of  our  avocations  and  pur- 
suits, diffusing  a  benign  and  salutary  influence. 

But  the  relations  of  agriculture  and  commerce  are, 
at  this  period  of  our  national  independence,  the  most 
obvious,  and,  perhaps,  the  most  important,  to  be  con- 
sidered and  cultivated.  In  order,  therefore,  recipro- 
cally to  promote  those  essential  interests,  permit  me 
earnestly  to  recommend  a  liberal  perseverance  in  the 
policy,  of  extending  and  facilitating  the  communica- 
tion between  the  different  parts  of  the  state,  by  every 
practicable  mode,  of  roads,  of  rivers,  of  bridges,  and 
canals.  Indeed,  the  spirited  example  which  your  pre- 
decessors gave,  has  excited  in  one  of  our  sister  states 
at  least,  an  emulation  so  active,  as  to  demand  some  ex- 
traordinary exertion,  on  our  part,  merely  for  preserving 
that  portion  of  the  benefits,  arising  from  an  intercourse 
with  the  lakes  and  western  waters,  to  which  our  local 
position,  and  other  natural  advantages,  have  justly  en- 
titled us.  The  towns  that  have  been  laid  out,  and,  in 
part,  sold  (at  a  considerable  price)  on  Lake  Erie  and  the 
western  borders  of  the  state,  seem,  likewise,  only  to  re- 
quire the  means  of  free  communication,  to  ensure  a 
rapid  population,  and  prosperous  trade.  But  it  may 
be  proper  here  to  revive  the  idea,  which  was  intimated 
to  the  Legislature  on  a  former  occasion,  that  if  a  part 
of  each  of  the  reserved  tracts  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  those  towns,  was  divided  into  farms  of  convenient 
extent,  and  granted,  for  a  moderate  consideration,  to 
actual  settlers,  the  measure  would  afford  additional  se- 
curity to  the  frontier  inhabitants,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
enhance  the  value  of  the  remaining  public  property. 

In  all  these  efforts,  however,  to  augment  the  opu- 
lence of  the  state,  by  extending  the  sphere  of  popula- 
tion and  settlement,  every  possible  precaution  should 
be  observed,  to  prevent  the  feuds  and  litigations,  which 
are  produced  by  the  collision  of  titles,  or  by  a  specious 
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opposition  of  the  equitable  claim  of  an  improver,  to 
the  legal  rights  of  a  patentee.  The  appearances  on  our 
western  frontiers  are,  in  this  respect,  of  a  nature  to 
excite  some  solicitude,  and  to  demand  immediate  care: 
nor  will  it  be  found,  upon  examining  the  documents 
which  I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before  jou,  that  the  ter- 
ritorial controversy  at  Wyoming,  which  has  so  long 
violated  the  public  authority,  and  disturbed  the  public 
peace,  is  at  all  abated  in  its  virulence,  or  audacity.  In 
compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Legislature,  a  proc- 
lamation, relative  to  the  latter  object,  was  issued  and 
communicated  to  the  Governors  of  New  York,  Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut;  and  it  affords 
me  great  pleasure,  publicly  to  acknowledge  the  alacrity 
and  decision,  with  which,  in  every  instance  (except,  per- 
haps, in  the  instance  of  Connecticut)  I  was  honored 
with  the  authoritative  co-operation  of  those  magis- 
trates. But  it  is  evident  from  the  systematic  proceed- 
ings of  the  lawless  intruders  on  the  Wyoming  district, 
that  measures  more  operative,  than  those  which  have 
hitherto  been  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature,  must  be 
adopted,  to  evince  the  power,  and  assert  the  rights  of 
the  commonwealth;  unless,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  this  controversy,  it  shall  be  thought  most 
equitable  and  prudent  to  promote  a  compromise  be- 
tween the  parties,  by  allowing  either  of  them,  to  take, 
in  commutation  for  the  lands  now  claimed,  a  propor- 
tionate quantity  of  unappropriated  public  lands,  in  any 
other  part  of  the  state. 

When  considering  the  direct  aid,  which  the  Legisla- 
ture may  afford  to  commercial  industry  and  enterprize, 
it  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  remark,  that  those  ought 
to  be  distinguished  in  their  treatment,  as  they  are  ever 
distinguishable  in  their  nature,  from  the  wild  and  faci- 
nating  movements  of  the  spirit  of  speculation;  a  spirit 
that  never  fails  to  taint  the  morals,  and  blight  the 
credit,  of  the  nation,  which  is  exposed  to  its  malignant 
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influence.  Though  it  is  impossible,  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  our  country,  to  avoid  noticing  this 
evil ;  and,  perhaps,  lamenting  that  our  government,  by 
an  indiscriminate  sale  of  the  public  lands,  has  contri- 
buted to  create  it,  I  will  not  pretend.  Gentlemen,  that 
it  is  in  my  power  to  suggest,  or  in  yours,  to  provide  an 
adequate  remedy.  Some  reformation,  however,  would 
probably,  be  produced,  by  augmenting  the  penalties 
against  all  kinds  of  gambling;  by  amending  the  laws 
for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors;  and  by  reviving  the 
act  for  the  regulation  of  bankruptcy.  It  must  be  re- 
membered, likewise,  that  every  measure,  which  tends 
to  annihilate  a  fictitious  credit,  and  to  counteract  a 
fraud  in  trade,  will,  with  an  equal  force,  invigorate  the 
real  capital  of  our  commerce,  and  encourage  its  fair 
and  salutary  operations.  And  if,  after  the  establish- 
ment of  a  system,  that  will  do  ample  justice  to  creditors, 
by  preventing  their  debtors,  from  commiting  a  waste, 
or  concealment,  of  property,  you  shall  be  disposed  to 
abolish  the  practice  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  constitution,  of  the  common  law,  and  of 
sound  policy,  will,  in  my  opinion,  warrant  and  approve 
the  act. 

At  the  opening  of  the  last  session,  it  was  intimated, 
that  the  footing,  on  which  the  marine  insurances,  in- 
land bills  of  exchange,  and  promissory  notes,  existed 
in  Pennsylvania,  might  be  rendered  more  secure  and 
satisfactory  to  the  public,  by  adopting,  in  relation  to 
the  respective  objects,  such  of  the  positive  regulations 
of  foreign  countries,  as  experience  had  proved  to  be 
beneficial.  Allow  me,  under  the  impression  of  increas- 
ing inducements,  to  renew  the  recommendation  at  this 
time;  and,  particularly,  to  observe,  that  the  presence 
given,  by  law,  to  promissory  notes,  discounted  at  the 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  (an  institution  in  which  the 
state  has  vested  its  pecuniary  capital)  has  been  deemed 
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a  singular  departure,  from  the  disinterested  and  liberal 
policy,  that  characterises  our  legislative  code. 

Having  thus  reviewed  the  general  situation  of  public 
affairs,  and  cursorily  pointed  out  the  principal  improve- 
ments, that  may  be  made  in  our  police,  I  proceed, 
Gentlemen,  with  the  highest  satisfaction  to  inform  you, 
that  the  state  of  our  finances  will  assure  to  all  your 
undertakings,  for  advancing  the  interest  and  happiness 
of  our  constituents,  an  abundant  and  constant  supply 
o.f  wealth:  The  debts  and  duties  paid  into  the  treasury 
from  the  first  day  of  January  to  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember last  (and  to  which  several  important  payments 
have  since  been  added)  amount  to  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars  and  eighty-two  cents;  and  this  sum,  together 
with  the  pre-existing  balance  of  ninety-thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  and  fifty-two  cents, 
constitute  a  fund  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  and  twenty- 
four  cents;  which  is  much  more  than  sufficient  to  meet 
all  the  contingencies  of  the  expiring  year.  For  the  de- 
duction to  be  made,  during  the  corresponding  period, 
in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  of  government,  to  dis- 
charge the  public  debts,  to  advance  the  public  improve- 
ments (including  the  several  grants  for  enlarging  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  and  finishing  the  house  intend- 
ed for  the  accommodation  of  the  President)  and  to  sup- 
ply the  variety  of  miscellaneous  disbursements  stated 
in  the  report  from  the  department  of  accounts,  amount- 
ing only  to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-two 
thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  will  be 
found  to  have  left  in  the  treasury,  on  the  first  day  of 
November  last,  a  specie  balance  of,  at  least,  seventy- 
three  thousand  three  hundred 'and  twenty-six  dollars. 

The  principal  sources  of  revenue,  which  have  been 
established,  likewise,  (as  T  have  stated)  preclude  the  ap 
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prehension  of  any  failure,  or  disappointment,  in  prose- 
cuting on  a  liberal  and  judicious  scale,  the  important 
objects  of  jour  administration.  From  the  public  capi- 
tal, vested  in  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  an  annual  divi- 
dend of  ninety  thousand  dollars  may  be  confidently  ex- 
pected. From  the  stock  of  the  United  States,  which 
is  the  property  of  Pennsylvania,  an  annual  sum  of  about 
six  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars,  is 
now  enjoyed;  which,  when  increased  by  the  eventual 
product  of  the  deferred  stock,  will  amount  to  an  annual 
sum  of  about  twenty-five  thohsand  six  hundred  and 
ninety  dollars,  liable  however,  upon  the  payment  of  the 
principal,  according  to  the  stipulated  installments  of 
the  acts  of  Congress,  to  be  gradually  diminished,  and 
finally  extinguished  at  the  close  of  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen.  From  the  duties  and 
fees  collected  on  tavern  and  marriage  licenses,  on  sales 
at  auction,  and  in  the  public  offices,  we  may  compute 
an  annual  accumulation  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  And 
the  combined  result  of  these  several  items,  constitut- 
ing the  ascertained  revenues  of  the  state,  furnishes  an 
income  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  six 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars.  But,  it  must,  also, 
be  taken  into  our  view,  that  the  contingent  resources, 
arising  from  the  arrearages  of  taxes,  from  the  sale  of 
the  town  and  out-lots  on  Lake  Erie,  and  on  the  west- 
ern frontier  (including  the  forfeited  lots  in  the  town  op- 
posite to  Pittsburgh,  which  I  directed  to  be  disposed  of) 
from  the  receipts  at  the  land-office,  and  from  the  collec- 
tion of  various  debts,  will,  in  the  progress  of  several 
years,  greatly  augment,  the  existing  capital  of  the 
state. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives: 

In  this  bright,  but  faithful  prospect,  of  our  finances, 
possessing  all  the  materials  for  acting  in  your  peculiar 
province,  upon  the  principles  of  an  enlarged  and  gener- 
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ous  policy,  you  will  not.  I  am  confident,  be  wanting  in 
the  disposition,  or  the  wisdom,  to  improve  them.  For- 
the  expenses  of  government,  computed  at  the  annual 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  dollars; 
for  the  decreasing  claims  of  the  pension  list,  now  com- 
puted at  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars;  for  the  un- 
funded state  debt,  ascertained,  during  the  recess,  to 
the  amount  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and  for  the  other 
unavoidable  contingencies,  in  administering  the  public 
affairs,  you  will,  doubtless,  make  the  ordinary  appro- 
priations, during  the  present  session:  but  allow  me 
again  to  recommend  the  reimbursement  of  the  loan,  ob- 
tained from  the  bank  of  North  America,  on  a  pledge  of 
the  duties  arising  from  sales  at  auction;  and  to  press 
upon  your  consideration,  the  expediency  of  establishing 
a  general  rule,  for  employing  the  surplus  specie,  which 
accumulates,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  treasury;  and 
which,  according  to  the  existing  system,  will  often,  for 
a  considerable  period,  and  to  a  great  amount,  lie  useless 
and  unproductive.  The  policy  recommended  in  this 
address,  and  your  own  patriotic  researches,  will  satis- 
factorily indicate  the  proper  objects  of  such  an  arrange-  * 
ment. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

In  addition  to  the  papers,  to  which  I  have  already  re- 
ferred, the  Secretary  is  directed  to  present,  for  your 
information,  copies  of  the  proclamations,  respecting 
the  election  of  Electors  of  a  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  election  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  the  ensuing  Congress;  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings to  supply  the  vacancy  in  the  present  Congress, 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Daniel  Heister;  a  gen- 
eral statement  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made,  in 
executing  the  contracts  for  improving  roads  and  rivers; 
a  copy  of  the  report,  from  which  it  appears,  that  the 
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Dew  edition  of  the  laws  is  nearly  ready  to  be  delivered; 
and  the  schedule,  specifying  the  acts,  which,  on  ac- 
count of  their  respective  limitations,  will  claim  a  share 
in  your  deliberations.  You  will  indulge  me  while  I  sub- 
join, to  these  miscellaneous  matters,  a  personal  request, 
that  bills,  after  passing  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, may  be  so  seasonably  presented  for  examination, 
as  to  rescue  me,  in  future,  from  the  dilemma,  of  either 
giving  the  Executive  sanction  to  the  laws,  without  due 
consideration,  or  protracting  the  sessions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  beyond  the  period,  which  the  conveni- 
ency  of'the  Members  might  prescribe. 

A  perfect  view  of  the  interests  of  Pennsylvania  lead- 
ing us,  naturally,  to  contemplate  her  relative  situation, 
as  a  member  of  the  upion,  it  will  not,  Gentlemen,  be 
deemed  obtrusive,  or  improper,  at  this  important  aera, 
to  close  my  communications,  with  a  reference  to  the 
general  tranquility,  order,  and  prosperity  of  the  sister 
states.  Our  country  had  scarcely  recruited  the  strength 
exhausted  in  her  revolutionary  contest,  and  scarcely 
surmounted  the  embarrassments  produced  by  her  first 
'feeble  consideration,  when  the  sudden  and  irresistible 
explosion,  which  still  shakes  the  political  atmosphere 
of  Europe,  urged  to  a  severe  and  painful  test,  the  pas- 
sions of  her  citizens,  and  the  energies  of  her  govern- 
ment. The  love  of  liberty,  and  the  sense  of  obligation, 
created  in  the  American  mind,  an  honorable  predilec- 
tion for  the  cause  of  the  French  people;  but  the  duties, 
and  the  interests,  of  a  neutral  character,  imposed  upon 
our  government,  the  adoption  of  a  system,  by  which 
none  of  the  belligerent  powers  might  have  reason  to 
complain  of  the  violation  of  our  faith,  and  all  would  be 
compelled  to  acknowledge  the  rectitude  of  our  impar- 
tiality. The  same  skilful  and  patriotic  hand  that  had 
led  us,  triumphantly,  through  the  gloom  and  conflict 
of  a  seven  years'  war,  was  again  employed,  at  that  ardu- 
ous period,  in  pointing  out  the  path  of  justice,  honor 
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and  peace:  And  the  effects  of  the  auspicious  course, 
that  has  been  pursued,  are  visible  throughout  the  land. 
Notwithstanding  the  inconveniences  and  outrages,  to 
which  our  commerce  has  been  unhappily  exposed,  the 
cities  and  towns  of  the  union  have  flourished  in  arts  and 
opulence;  the  face  of  the  country  has  been  universally 
improved  and  beautiful;  and  all  the  staple  products  of 
the  American  soil,  have  been  cultivated  and  matured 
beyond  the  most  sanguine  anticipation.  The  blessing 
of  being  preserved  from  a  participation  in  the  European 
war,  has  been  consumated  by  the  cessation  of  Indian 
hostilities  on  our  frontiers:  Nor  will  it  be  estimated 
as  a  gratification  of  inconsiderable  value,  that  the  exer- 
tions of  the  federal  government,  have  at  length,  releas- 
ed our  unfortunate  fellow-citizens  from  th«  Algerine 
captivity;  restoring  them  to  civil  freedom,  and  do- 
mestic comfort. 

But,  at  this  moment.  Gentlemen,  circumstances  arise, 
which  are  calculated  to  cast  a  shade  upon  the  splendur 
of  the  scene,  that  has  been  described,  and  to  interrupt 
the  current  of  our  enjoyments:  You  will  readily  per- 
ceive, that  I  allude  to  the  President's  retreat  from  pub- 
lic life;  and  to  the  dissatisfaction,  which  the  French 
republic  has  expressed,  at  the  conduct  of  our  govern 
m-ent.  With  respect,  however,  to  the  latter  of  these 
painful  events,  we  may  implicitly  expect,  that  the 
probity,  moderation  and  wisdom,  of  the  federal  au- 
thority, and  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  the  ex- 
ecutive directory,  will  speedily  furnish  an  effectual  re- 
lief, by  restoring  the  nations  to  that  state  of  confidence, 
concord,  and  amity,  which  can  alone  be  congenial  with 
the  popular  feelings,  and  the  political  interests,  of  both 
the  republics.  But,  in  relinquishing  the  active  services 
of  a  Patriot,  who  has  so  meritoriously  swayed  the  af- 
fections of  his  fellow  citizens;  and  so  successfully  ex- 
ecuted the  councils  of  his  country,  we  must,  in  vain,  at- 
tempt to  calculate  the  loss;  and  can  derive  consolation 
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from  this  reflection  alone,  that,  while  the  grateful  love 
and  veneration  of  his  co temporaries  shall  give  to  his 
retreat,  all  the  solace  that  this  world  can  bestow,  the 
rich  inheritance  of  his  example  and  his  fame,  shall,  be 
the  palladium  and  pride  of  our  latest  posterity. 

Thus  deprived,  in  our  political  transactions,  of  the 
benefit  of  those  virtues  and  talents,  that  might  inspire 
universal  confidence;  and  of  those  auspicies,  which 
have  hitherto  given  a  propitious  stamp  to  the  fortunes 
of  America;  the  crisis  will  demand  from  every  depart- 
ment of  government,  from  every  member  of  society,  a 
zealous  and  faithful  co-operation.  Let  us,  then.  Gentle- 
men, by  law^s  judiciously  framed,  and  punctually  ex- 
ecuted; by  private  example,  as  well  as  by  official  vigil- 
ance; discharge  the  important  trust  confided  to  us; 
discountenancing,  at  all  times,  and  by  all  means,  the 
ungenerous  asperity  of  party-spirit;  and  inculcating  the 
principles  of  benevolence  and  harmony.  By  the  ob- 
servance of  a  policy  thus  enlightened,  you  will  confirm 
the  virtue  and  happiness  of  your  constituents,  and  raise 
a  lasting  monument  of  your  own  wisdom  and  patriot- 
ism; you  will  perpetuate  the  individual  prosperity  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  enlarge  the  scale  of  her  influence,  in 
maintaining  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  union.  In  .i 
career  so  glorious,  I  shall  cheerfully,  though  diffidently 
accompany  you  with  all  the  powers  of  my  office,  and 
all  the  faculties  of  my  mind:  enjoying  the  best  of  all 
rewards,  if,  at  the  close  of  a  long  and  assidious  political 
life,  I  shall  prove  to  my  fellow  citizens,  that  I  have  not 
been  undeserving  of  the  generous  partiality,  with 
which  I  have  been  uniformly  honored  and  supported. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  December  9th,  1796. 
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To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  State  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, 

Gentlemen: 

AGAIN  RECEIVING,  WITH  THE  SINCEREST 
gratitude,  the  testimony  of  public  confidence  and 
attachment,  which  is  displayed  in  my  re-election 
to  the  office  of  Executive  Magistrate,  permit  me  to  be- 
speak, on  your  part,  a  candid  interpretation,  and  liberal 
support,  of  the  conduct  which  it  shall  be  necessary  to 
pursue  for  the  faithful  performance  of  its  duties. 

The  crisis  is  indeed,  arduous,  interesting  and  im- 
portant, but  with  dispositions  so  just,  and  so  patriotic, 
as  those  which  are  every  where  felt  and  avowed,  we 
may  confidently  expect,  that,  in  the  event,  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  union,  will  be  rendered  perfectly  con- 
sistent, with  a  continuance  of  its  peace  and  prosperiry. 

To  contribute  to  this  desireable  end,  must  be  the  wish 
of  every  true  American,  as  well  as  the  duty  of  all  the 
constituted  authorities  of  our  country,  according  to 
their  respective  delegated  powers.  I^t  us  then,  Gentle- 
men, encourage  moderation  and  respect,  in  relation  to 
the  rights  of  other  nations;  and  cultivate  harmony  and 
order,  in  relation  to  our  own  institutions.  Uniting 
with  that  deference  and  cordiality,  which  are  due  from 
the  departments  of  government  towards  each  other,  we 
may  thus  hope  to  -become  the  happy  instruments  of 
rendering  Pennsylvania  an  expanding  scene  of  domes- 
tic concord,  and  an  encreasing  source  of  federal  opu- 
lence, power  and  splendor. 

I  lament.  Gentlemen,  that  a  severe  indisposition  pre- 
vents a  personal  meeting  with  the  General  Assembly 
on  this  occasion;  but  I  trust,  no  form  of  profession  will 
be  deemed  necessary,  to  evince  the  {profound  respect, 
which  I  entertain  for  the  whole  body,  and  the  cordial 
esteem  which  I  cherish  for  all  its  members. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  December  20th,  1796. 
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To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  announcing  the  re- 
appointment of  Alexander  James  Dallas  to  be  Sec- 
retary of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sir: 

BE  PLEASED  TO  INFORM  THE  SENATE,  THAT 
I  have,  this  day,  re-appointed  and  commissioned 
Alexander  James  Dallas,  lo  be  the  Secretary  of 
the  commonwealth  during  my    continuance  in    office, 
agreeably  to  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  second  article 
of  the  constitution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
SIR, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  December  20  th,  1796. 


To  the  Assembly  recommending  provision  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  sufferers  from  the  late  fires  in  Savannah, 
Georgia. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  CALAMITY,  BY  WHICH  THE  GREATER 
part  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  in  the  state  of 
Georgia,  has  been  recently  destroyed,  excites,  in 
the  bosoms  of  our  constituents,  the  purest  sentiments 
of  sympathy  and  sorrow;  and,  from  its  magnitude,  em- 
pliatically  claims  an  intervention  of  the  public  bounty 
and  benevolence.  Permit,  therefore,  to  submit  to  your- 
consideration,  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the 
Mayor  of  Savannah,  on  this  interesting  subject,  and  to 
recommend,  a  prompt  and  liberal  contribution  for  the 
relief  of  the  afflicted  inhabitants  of  that  unfortunate 
city. 

The  pleasure  of  indulging  those  generous  and  humane 
dispositions,  which  you  have  often  before  manifested. 
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will,  in  itself,  yield  an  abundant  reward  for  any  pe- 
cuniary aid  which  you  shall  be  pleased  to  bestow  on 
the  present  occasion ;  but,  we  may  be  confident,  Gentle- 
men, that  the  cordial  approbation  of  all  the  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  will,  likewise,  give  an  honorable  sanc- 
tion to  the  act,  since  it  must  equally  serve  to  display  the 
philanthropy  of  the  state,  and  to  cement  the  feelings, 
affections  and  interests  of  the  union. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  December  21st,  1796. 


To  the  Assembly  requesting  its  sanction  to  a  procla- 
mation against  the  incendiaries  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  EXTRAORDINARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
which  have  lately  appeared  in  various  parts  of 
Philadelphia,  creating  a  serious  apprehension, 
that  a  gang  of  incendiaries  have  attempted  to  set  fire  to 
the  city,  with  a  view  of  plunder  during  the  conflagra- 
tion, I  have  been  requested,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens, 
to  issue  a  proclamation,  offering  a  reward  for  appre- 
hending and  securing  any  person  that  may  be  concerned 
in  so  iniquitous  a  plot.  But,  as  the  Legislature  is  in 
session,  I  think  it  proper  to  obtain  your  sanction  before 
that  step  is  taken,  and  I  am  persuaded,  you  will  readily 
giant  it. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  December  21st,  1796. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  certain  documents. 

Gentlemen : 

PERMIT  ME  TO  SUBMIT  TO  YOUR  CONSIDERA- 
tion,  a  statement  communicated  to  me,  by  the 
Prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
Philadelphia,  suggesting  the  expediency  of  establish* 
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ing  some  limitation,  in  point  of  time,  when  old  judg- 
ments (which  are  often  discharged,  though  no  entry  is 
made  upon  the  record)  shall  be  presumed  to  be  satisfied 
so  as  to  destroy  their  lien  upon  real  estate. 

This  opportunity  will,  likewise,  be  taken  to  present 
a  letter  from  the  City  and  County  Commissioners  rela- 
tive to  the  recent  repairs  in  the  Senate  Chamber  of 
Congress;  a  representation  from  the  Inspector  of  salted 
provisions,  intended  for  exportation,  proposing  an 
amendment  in  our  inspection  laws;  and  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  review  so  much  of  the 
road  from  Philadelphia  to  the  borough  of  York,  as  lies 
between  Fawkes's  tavern  and  West  Chester. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  December  29th,  1796. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  an  extract  from  a  letter 
from  the  Mayor  of  Savannah  Georgia. 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  RECEIVED,  FROM  THE  MAYOR  OF  SA- 
vannah,  an  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the 
money  which  you  appropriated,  by  law,  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  that  city;  and  I 
have  directed  to  be  laid  before  you,  an  extract  from  his 
communication,  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  his  consti- 
tuents for  so  beneficial  and  so  honorable  a  proof  of  your 
sympathy  and  humanity. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
Philadelphia,  March  7th,  1797, 


Thomas  Mifflin.  379 

To  tiie  Assembly  concerning  a  report  from  the  in- 
spectors of  the  prison  of  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen : 

I  HAVE  DIRECTED  TJEE  SECRETARY  TO  LAY 
before  you,  a  report  from  the  Inspectors  of  the 
prison  of  Philadelphia,  tracing  the  pecuniary  oper- 
ations of  that  institution,  and  exhibiting,  in  the  result, 
after  defraying  every  incidental  expense,  an  existing 
credit  of  three  thousand  and  forty  dollars  and  ninety 
cen^s,  arising  from  the  labor  of  the  prisoners,  and  the 
stock  of  the  prison.  As  every  investigation  of  this 
nature,  serves  at  once  to  furnish  an  eulogium  upon  the 
conduct  of  those  who  have  superintended  the  institu- 
tion, and  to  inculcate  the  wisdom  of  persevering  in  a 
system  of  penal  jurisprudence  so  honorable  to  Penn- 
sylvania and  so  grateful  to  humanity;  I  am  confident 
you  will  accept  the  communication,  with  a  pleasure 
equal  to  that  which  I  feel  in  making  it. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  March  16th,  1797. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
general  elections  held  within  the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  BILL,  ENTITLED  "AN  act  to  regulate  the  gen- 
eral elections  held  within  this  commonwealth," 
was  not  presented  for  my  consideration,  until  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  day  appointed,  by  a  joint 
resolution  of  3  our  Houses,  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
Legislature,  and  as  it  is,  therefore,  impracticable,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the 
principles  and  details  of  a  system  so  extensive  and  so 
important,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  give  you,  by  thi? 
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message,  an  early  intimation  of  my  intention  to  keep 
the  subject  under  advisement. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  April  5th,  1797. 


Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly — 1797. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

THE  OBJECT  FOR  WHICH  THE  PRESENT  SES 
sion  was  appointed  being  confined,  I  believe,  to 
the  completion  of  such  business  as  was  depending 
at  the  period  of  your  adjournment,  it  will  be  proper 
to  avoid  pressing  upon  your  attention  any  subject,  that 
does  not  require  an  immediate  interposition  of  the  leg- 
islative authority.  I  enjoy,  indeed,  a  sincere  satisfac- 
tion in  being  able,  on  this  occasion,  to  repeat,  that  ex- 
perience has  disclosed  but  few  important  defects  in  the 
general  institutions  of  our  municipal  policy;  while  even 
those  subordinate  regulations,  which  are  necessary  to 
accommodate  the  progress  of  population  'and  settle- 
ment in  a  young  country,  have,  in  a  great  degree,  been 
anticipated  by  the  wisdom  and  liberality  of  your  pre- 
decessors. It  is  another  interesting  source  of  pleasure 
and  congratulation,  that,  notwithstanding  every  recent 
symptom  of  dissatisfaction  and  hostility,  the  concilia- 
tory conduct,  which  the  Federal  Government  has  pur- 
sued, promises  effectually  to  restore  the  harmony  of  our 
foreign  relations, 'and  to  preserve  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Union. 

In  order,  however.  Gentlemen,  to  provide  against  a 
disappointment  in  this  hope,  Congress  have  directed, 
among  other  cautionary  measures,  that  a  corps  of 
eighty  thousand  militi^i  shall  be  organized,  of  which 
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(en  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  men  are  to  be 
furnished  by  Pennsylvania.  The  necessary  instruc- 
tion shave  been  issued  for  complying  with  the  requisi- 
tion; but  permit  me  to  observe,  that  the  imperfections 
of  our  militia  law  (which  have  often  been  the  subject  of 
remark  in  my  communications  to  the  Legislature)  for- 
bid the  expectation  of  certainty  or  expedition  in  em- 
bodying a  competent  force  upon  the  present,  or  upon 
any  future,  emergency.  In  carrying  the  act  for  pro- 
curing a  supply  of  arms  into  effect,  time  has  been  al- 
lowed for  transmitting  proposals  from  the  most  distant 
parts  of  the  Union;  and  the  delay  has  enabled  me  to 
obtain  the  aid  of  the  President  for  facilitating  an  ex- 
portation from  Europe;  to  ascertain,  under  a  late  law  of 
Congress,  an  exemption  from  duty  on  the  importation 
into  Pennsylvania;  and,  in  consequence  of  the  sudden 
prospect  of  a  general  peace,  to  insist  upon  more  ad- 
vantageous terms,  than  could  have  been  contemplated 
in  an  earlier  purchase.  The  contracts  will,  neverthe- 
less, 1  trust,  be  formed,  so  as  to  ensure  the  delivery  of 
ten  thousand  stands  of  arms  in  the  course  of  the  ensu- 
ing spring:  But  still  it  is  obvious,  that  the  establish- 
ment of  an  arsenal  can  be  of  little  importance,  unless 
the  regulations  for  mustering  and  training  the  militia 
shall  also  be  efficient;  and,  therefore,  you  will  excuse 
the  renewed  expression  of  my  solicitude,  that  a  reform 
may  be  speedily  introduced,  on  points  so  essential  to 
the  national  honor  and  defence. 

As  the  state  of  the  unfortunate  controversy  at  Wy- 
oming has  not  been  materially  changed  during  the  re- 
cess, I  presume  this  subject  will,  likewise,  be  revived 
in  the  deliberations  of  the  present  session.  The  hope 
was  entertained,  that  a  judicial  determination  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  would,  before  now, 
have  obviated  every  ground  of  litigation,  even  upon  the 
question  of  private  property;  but  as  the  issue  of  the 
suits  involving  that  question  can  have  no  direct  influ- 
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ecce  upon  the  obligation  of  the  government  to  assert 
its  right  of  jurisdiction,  I  again  submit  to  jour  con- 
sideration, the  expediency  of  adopting,  in  that  respect, 
a  prompt  and  decisive  course  of  proceeding,  whether  it 
shall  lead  to  an  equitable  commutation  of  either  of  the 
contending  claims,  or  to  a  coercive  establishment  of 
the  public  authority.  The  additional  documents  that 
I  have  directed  to  be  presented  to  you  evince  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  spirit  of  resistance  to  our  laws,  which 
any  appearances  of  supineness  or  of  irresolution,  on 
the  part  of  the  state,  would,  apprehend,  fatally  extend 
and  embolden. 

From  the  many  other  subjects  which  your  records 
will  exhibit,  allow  me,  Gentlemen,  to  select,  as  deserv- 
ing of  peculiar  attention,  the  institution  of  public 
schools,  and  the  system  for  regulating  bankruptcy;  the 
former  is  recommended  with  all  the  force  of  a  constitu- 
tional injunction,  and  the  latter,  by  those  considera- 
tions of  policy  and  humanity,  which  will  naturally  oc- 
cur, at  this  crisis,  to  every  mind  of  feeling  and  reflec- 
tion. Some  further  provisions  might  likewise  be  ad- 
vantageously made,  respecting  the  interior  manage- 
ment of  the  prisons  for  debtors;  particularly  in  the  ar- 
ticles of  lodging  and  subsistence;  and  it  is  thought, 
that  the  authority  of  a  law  is  wanting,  for  a  removal 
from  the  debtors  apartment  to  the  criminal  gaol,  when 
a  person  in  custody,  upon  civil  process,  shall  after- 
wards be  convicted  of  a  crime. 

The  representations  which  have  been  made  by  the 
officers  of  the  Land-office  point  out  the  necessity  of  an 
early  appropriation  for  paying  the  arrearages  due  for 
past  services,  and  for  compensating,  in  future,  a  com- 
petent number  of  clerks  to  perform  the  duties  of  that 
department.  The  allowance  has  hitherto  been  so  in- 
sufficient, that  the  records,  for  a  series  of  years,  have 
been  unavoidably  left  imperfect;  and  even  the  expense 
of  transacting  the  indispensible  current  business  has 
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been  partially  defrayed,  as  I  am  informed,  out  •of  the 
private  funds  of  the  officers.  You  will  likewise  be 
pleased,  Gentlemen,  to  prescribe  the  mode  for  distribut- 
ing five  hundred  and  forty-six  copies  of  the  new  edition 
of  the  acts  of  Congress,  which  the  Secretary  of  State 
has  transmitted  to  me,  for  the  benefit  of  the  common- 
wealth; and  some  use  should  immediately  be  desig- 
nated for  the  house  originally  intended  to  accommo- 
date the  President  of  the  United  States,  as,  in  its  pres- 
ent unoccupied  situation,  it  is  greatly  exposed  to  di- 
lapidation and  injury. 

It  is  proper  to  take  this  opportunity  of  stating,  that 
the  controversy  relative  to  the  prize  sloop  Active, 
which  was  captured  from  the  British  in  the  year  1780, 
has  been  revived,  in  a  suit  brought  by  certain  claimants 
against  the  then  Marshall  of  Pennsylvania,  who  paid 
the  proceeds  of  the  prize  into  the  Court  of  Admiralty, 
under  an  order  of  the  Judge,  and  with  the  sanction  of 
the  Legislative  and  Executive  authority  of  the  common- 
wealth, as  appears  from  the  records  of  that  period.  It 
being  incumbent  on  the  state,  under  these  circum- 
stances, to  indemnify  the  Marshall,  I  have  directed  the 
suit  to  be  defended  on  account  of  the  public,  and  the 
documents  will  be  laid  before  you,  that  such  further 
steps  may  be  taken  upon  the  occasion,  as  your  wisdom 
and  justice  shall  devise  and  approve. 

The  appearance  of  a  malignant  and  contagious  fever 
in  Penn-street  and  its  vicinity,  as  the  time  of  your  as- 
sembling approached,  induced  me.  Gentlemen,  to  con- 
vene such  of  the  members  as  could  conveniently  at- 
tend, that  they  might  be  apprised,  from  the  best  sources 
of  information,  of  the  facts  relating  to  the  subject;  but 
a  variety  of  reasons  occurred  to  render  it  improper  on 
the  part  of  the  Executive  alone  to  pursue  any  step,  that 
might  prevent  your  meeting  at  all,  or  even  change  the 
ordinary  seat  of  the  Legislature,  without  the  previous 
authority  of  a  law.     I  anxiously  hope,  however,  that 
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the  precautions  which  have  been  taken,  and  the  favor- 
able temperature  of  the  season,  will  enable  us  speedily 
to  remove  everj  cause  of  apprehension :  And  that  you 
may,  from  time  to  time,  possess  authentic  accounts 
upon  the  subject,  I  shall  direct  the  reports  of  the 
Health-office,  and  the  communications  of  the  College  of 
Physicians,  to  be  regularly  laid  before  you. 

But,  under  the  impressions  made  by  the  calamity 
which  threatens,  you  will  naturally  be  disposed.  Gentle- 
men, to  invigorate,  by  every  possible  means,  the  police, 
for  restoring  and  preserving  the  health  of  the  city  and 
its  suburbs.  The  existing  law  has  empowered  the  In- 
spectors to  prohibit  an  indiscriminate  intercourse  with 
the  infected  quarter,  to  remove  the  sick,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  their  accommodation;  and  you  will,  doubtless, 
concur  in  thinking,  that  the  emergency  justifies  me  in 
having  made  arrangements  for  establishing  camps  on 
the  neighbouring  commons,  as  an  asylum  for  such  of 
the  citizens  as  may  wish  to  fly  from  the  immediate 
sphere  of  contagion.  For  the  outlines  of  a  permanent 
plan,  however,  permit  me  to  refer  you  to  the  report, 
with  which  I  have  been  favored  by  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians; a  plan,  which  will,  I  am  confident,  be  digested 
and  matured  by  your  wisdom,  upon  liberal  and  en- 
lightened principles,  adapted  to  an  object  so  deeply  af- 
fecting the  tranquility,  opulence  and  prosperity  of  our 
metropolis. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives:    . 

By  the  report  from  the  department  of  accounts,  of 
which  copies  will  be  presented  to  the  Legislature,  it  ap- 
pears, that  to  a  balance  of  ninety-four  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents, 
which  was  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  January 
last,  there  has  been  since  added  a  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  five  dol- 
lars and  fifty-one  cents,  the  accumulative  result  of  the 
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various  sources  of  our  revenue.  During  the  same 
period,  the  disbursements  for  the  public  service,  includ- 
ing the  expense  of  the  late  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, and  the  grant  for  the  relief  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens in  Savannah,  have  amounted  to  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-six  thousand  four  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  dollars  and  one  cent ;  so  that  there  remained 
a  specie  balance  of  ninety-six  thousand  four  hundred 
and  eighty-five  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents  in  the  treas- 
ury, on  the  first  day  of  the  present  month.  It  should 
be  recollected,  however,  that  this  sum,  and  the  grow- 
ing revenues  of  the  state,  are  subjected  to  very  heavy 
appropriations,  independent  of  the  current  charge  for 
the  support  of  government;  and  I  trust  that  the  next 
General  Assembly  (should  your  other  avocations  pre- 
vent an  immediate  investigation)  will  judge  it  proper 
to  review  the  state  of  our  finances,  and  to  take  the  nec- 
essary precautions  for  preventing  the  public  expendi- 
ture exceeding  the  public  income. 

The  officers  of  accounts  will  submit  to  your  consider- 
ation the  ordinary  objects  for  appropriation,  which 
have  occurred  during  the  recess;  but  permit  me  particu- 
larly to  suggest,  that  it  may  be  proper  to  make  a  provi- 
sional grant  for  the  use  of  the  Health-office,  lest  the 
progress  of  the  disease,  which  at  present  excites  an 
alarm,  should  call  for  pecuniary  aid  more  suddenly  and 
more  extensively  than  the  powers  of  the  Inspectors 
could  supply  it. 

It  will,  likewise,  I  conceive,  be  an  act  of  true  policy, 
as  well  as  of  benevolence,  to  provide  some  means  for 
employing  and  paying,  in  the  public  service,  the  in- 
digent and  industrious  citizens,  who  may  be  deprived 
of  the  ordinary  resources  for  the  maintainance  of  them- 
selves and  their  families,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
calamity. 
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GeDtlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

The  general  information  which  has  been  received  will 
not,  indeed,  permit  me  to  flatter  you  with  the  hope,  that 
the  malignant  and  contagious  fever  to  which  I  have 
just  alluded  has  ceased  to  exist.  It  is,  I  fear,  a  melan- 
choly truth,  that  the  number  of  victims  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Penn  street,  in  Southwark,  and  in  that 
part  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  which  is  called  Kensing- 
ton, has  undoubtedly  increased  in  the  course  of  the  last 
week;  and  some  cases,  it  is  said,  have  occurred  even  in 
the  interior  of  the  city.  I  am  aware,  gentlemen,  of  the 
painful  consequences  of  these  public  communications; 
but  I  have  thought  it  an  indispensable  duty,  in  a  matter 
of  such  moment,  that  every  individual  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  judge  for  himself,  and  to  pursue  the 
measures  which  his  own  ideas  of  security  might  sug- 
gest. To  the  Inspectors  of  the  Health-office,  however, 
as  more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the 
various  parts  of  the  city  and  its  suburbs,  I  have  im- 
plicitly confided  the  task  of  devising  regulations,  to 
check  and  prevent  the  progress  of  the  contagion;  and 
you  will  perceive  by  the  Proclamations  which  I  have 
issued,  at  their  earnest  request,  that  whenever  they 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  ask  my  aid,  their  plans 
have  received  the  full  support  of  the  executive  author- 
ity. Those  plans,  (which  in  most  points  coincide  with 
the  opinion  of  the  college  of  Physicians)  certainly  con- 
tain arrangements  that  will  affect  the  feelings  and  the 
interests  of  individuals;  but  our  fellow-citizens  will 
perceive,  with  their  usual  candor  and  good  sense,  that 
on  occasions  like  the  present  personal  considerations 
must  be  superseded  by  an  attention  to  the  welfare  of 
the  whole  community;  and  it  is  a  great  consolation  to 
reflect,  that  the  power  is  exercised  by  men  chosen  by 
themselves  for  the  purpose;  by  men,  whose  duties  ex- 
pose them  to  extraordinary  danger,  without  an  exemj)- 
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tion  from  the  operation  of  the  rules  which  they  estab- 
lish; and  by  men,  whose  vigilance,  judgment  and  hu- 
manity, entitle  them  to  (.he  public  confidence  and  es- 
teem. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  August  29th,  1797. 


To  the  Assembly  stating  the  Governor's  objections  to 
a  bill  entitled  ''An  Act  to  regulate  the  General  Elec- 
tions held  within  this  Commonwealth." 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  CONSIDERED,  WITH  GREAT  ATTEN- 
tion,  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  regulate  the  gen- 
eral elections  held  within  this  commonwealth,"  and 
1  now  return  it  (having  been  prevented  from  returning  it 
at  the  last  session  by  an  adjournment  of  the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  day  when  it  was  presented  to  me)  with 
a  declaration,  that  1  do  not  approve  thereof,  and  with 
the  following  objections,  as  the  ground  of  my  disappro- 
bation. 

I.  Because  the  bill  not  only  operates,  in  some  of  its 
provisions,  ex  post  facto,  exacting  a  species  of  evi- 
dence to  prove  the  elective  rights  of  a  certain  class  of 
citizens,  which  was  not  contemplated  at  the  time  when 
those  rights  were  acquired;  but  from  the  extraordinary, 
and,  in  many  instances,  impracticable  nature  of  the  evi- 
dence itself,  such  citizens  may  often  be  deprived  of  their 
constitutional  privileges,  though  they  have  never  in- 
curred a  forfeiture,  and  are  not  chargeable  with  any 
negligence. 

Thus  it  is  provided,  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill, 
''That  no  person  who,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Uni 
"ted  States,  is  deemed  an  alien,  shall  be  admitted  to 
'•'vote  at  any  election  within  this  commonwealth,  unless 
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^'he  has  been  previously  naturalized  according  to  the 
"direction  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  passed  the 
"twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
"dred  and  ninety-five,  or  shall  have  been  otherwise 
"naturalized  previous  to  that  time,  and  shall  produce 
"a  certification  thereof,  under  the  seal  of  the  court 
"wherein  he  has  been  naturalized,  or,  if  otherwise 
"naturalized  before  that  time,  then  such  certification, 
"or  other  written  evidence  thereof,  as  from  the  nature 
"of  such  naturalization,  such  person  may  reasonably 
"be  required  to  produce  by  any  judge  or  inspector,  or  by 
"any  two  electors,  qualified  to  vote  at  any  such  elec- 
"tion." 

Now,  in  order  to  shew  that  the  objection,  which  I 
have  stated,  is  w^ell  founded,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  a 
retrospective  view  of  the  evidence  of  naturalization, 
which  was  originally  established,  for  those  cases  that 
occurred  before  the  subject  had  been  regulated  by  any 
exercise  of  the  federal  authority. 

The  42d  section  of  the  frame  of  government,  estab- 
lished in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-six, declared  "that  every  foreigner  of  good  char- 
"acter,  who  comes  to  settle  in  this  state,  having  first 
"taken  an  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  same, 
"may  purchase,  or  by  other  just  means  acquire,  hold 
"and  transfer  lands  or  other  real  estate;  and  after  one 
"year's  residence  shall  be  deemed  a  free  denizen  there- 
"of,  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  a  natural  born  sub- 
"ject  of  this  state,  except  that  he  shall  not  be  capable; 
"of  being  elected  a  Representative,  until  after  two 
"years  residence." 

On  the  thirteenth  of  January,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  an  act  passed,  obliging  the 
riale  white  inhabitants  of  this  state  to  give  assurances 
cf  allegiance;  the  form  of  an  oath  or  affirmation  was 
prescribed;  and  the  Justices  were  directed  to  keep  Reg- 
isters of  the  persons  so  sworn  or  affirmed,  and  to  trans- 
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mit  the  same  to  the  Recorders  of  Deeds  of  the  counties, 
respectively,  who  were  directed  to  record  them. 

In  the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-eight and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-nine, other  acts  of  a  similar  import  were  passed; 
but  effecting  no  material  alteration  in  the  point  of  view, 
in  which  the  subject  now  offers  for  consideration. 

But  on  the  thirteenth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-nine,  an  act  was  passed  to  repeal  all 
the  laws  of  the  commonwealth,  requiring  an  oath  or 
affirmation  of  allegiance  from  the  inhabitants;  and  by 
the  fourth  section  it  was  provided:  "that  nothing  in  this 
"act  contained  shall  be  deemed  to  extend  to,  alter  or 
"affect  the  forty-second  section  of  the  frame  of  govern- 
'ment  of  this  commonwealth,  but  that  every  such  for- 
"eigner  as  is  in  the  said  section  mentioned,  wtio  shall 
"come  to  settle  in  this  state,  shall,  after  one  year's 
"residence  therein,  be  entitled  to  the  full  enjoyment  of 
"the  rights  and  privileges  therein  specified,  upon  taking 
"and  subscribing  an  oath  or  affirmation,  such  as  in  the 
"act  is  set  forth.  The  Mayor,  Recorder,  each  and  every 
"Alderman  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  before  whom  such 
"oath  or  affirmation  should  be  taken  or  subscribed,  was 
"directed  by  the  act  to  keep  a  fair  register  of  the  names 
"and  addition  of  the  persons  so  sworn  or  affirmed,  and 
"to  transmit  to  the  Recorders  of  Deeds  of  the  counties, 
"respectively,  lists  of  the  names  of  the  persons  so 
"sworn  and  affirmed,  which  lists  were  thereupon  to  be 
"recorded." 

It  appears  then,  that  from  the  seventeenth  of  June, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  to  the 
twenty-sixth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety  (when  Congress  exercised  the  power  of 
naturalization  granted  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States)  the 
rights  of  citizenship  were  to  be  acquired,  and  the  fact 
of  naturalization  wa^  to  be  recorded,  in  tl^e  mode  ttiug 
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designated  by  the  forty-second  section  of  the  frame  of 
government,  and  the  laws  to  which  I  have  referred; 
but  neither  the  frame  of  government,  nor  any  of  those 
laws  will  be  found  to  contain  a  positive  provision  as  to 
the  mode  of  establishing  the  fact  of  naturalization,  in 
case  the  register  of  the  magistrates  and  the  records  of 
the  Kecorders  should  be  lost.  By  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, it  is,  indeed,  contemplated,  that  every 
naturalized  freeman,  actually  resident  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States  on  the  third  of  September,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  should  stand 
on  the  same  footing  with  natives,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
elective  right;  but  between  the  third  of  September,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  the 
twenty-sixth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety,  many  aliens  were  naturalized,  according 
to  the  laws  in  force  during  that  period. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  recurrence  must  be  had 
to  general  principles;  and  it  is  a  general  principle,  that 
if  a  record  is  lost,  the  facts,  of  which  it  was  intended 
to  be  the  memorial,  may  be  provided  by  parol,  as  well 
as  by  written  evidence.  No  citizen  can  answer  for  the 
care  and  fidelity  of  the  Magistrate  or  Recorder;  nor  can 
the  Magistrate  or  Recorder  guard  against  acts  of  Provi- 
dence, and  the  various  casualties,  by  which  all  human 
precaution  may  be  defeated,  and  every  monument  of 
human  art  is  liable  to  be  destroyed.  If  exemplifica- 
tions of  the  register  or  record  are  not  produced,  proof 
might  reasonably,  perhaps,  be  demanded,  that  the  reg- 
ister or  record  is  itself  lost  or  decayed;  but  still  it  is 
the  great  rule  of  law  upon  this  subject,  that  the  best 
evidence  only  shall  be  required,  which  the  nature  of  the 
case  admits;  or,  in  other  words,  that  no  evidence  shall 
be  received,  which  supposes  that  higher  evidence  re- 
mains in  the  power  of  the  party;  to  extend  the  rule 
further  would  tend,  in  my  opinion,  to  create  endless 
perplexity,  and  to  subvert  justice,  when  nothing  coul(j[ 
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be  attained  but  the  gratification  of  a  speculative  hope, 
to  guard  against  a  possibility  of  deceit  and  imposition. 

As,  therefore,  the  only  mode  prescribed  during  the 
period  to  which  I  immediately  refer,  for  perpetuating 
the  evidence  of  naturalization,  was  the  register  or 
record  of  the  public  officers ;  as  the  individual  who  seeks 
to  exercise  the  rights  of  naturalization  could  have  no 
controul  over  those  officers;  and  as  the  officers  them- 
selves cannot  be  responsible  for  accidents  or  outrages; 
I  have  ventured  to  question,  whether  it  is  reasonable  or 
consistent  with  the  principles  of  jurisprudence,  that  at 
the  distance  possibly  of  fourteen  years,  certainly  at  the 
distance  of  seven  years,  written  evidence,  and  written 
evidence  exclusively,  should  for  the  first  time  be  de- 
manded (and  that  too  at  the  instance  of  any  two  elect- 
ors) from  the  citizens,  who  have  derived  their  title  to 
citizenship  under  the  very  different  circumstances 
which  have  been  stated?  This  rigour  would  at  once 
exclude  all  evidence,  arising  from  the  previous  uniform 
exercise  of  the  right  of  voting;  from  the  oath  or  affir- 
mation of  the  party  himself;  and  from  the  parol  terti- 
mony  of  any  number  of  the  most  credible  witnesses;  it 
would,  disfranchise  some  citizens,  without  the  slight- 
est imputation  of  blame;  and,  in  effect,  it  would  reduce 
many,  who  have  for  years  performed  all  the  duties,  and 
enjoyed  all  the  advantages  of  citizenship,  to  the  ab- 
solute condition  of  aliens. 

II.  Because  the  bill  will,  in  its  operation,  unneces- 
sarily embarass  the  exercise  of  the  rights  of  suffrage, 
and  may  deprive  some  of  the  most  meritorious  citizens 
of  the  privileges  of  election. 

Thus,  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  bill,  it  is  declared, 
that  the  alphabetical  list  to  be  furnished  by  the  County 
Commissioners  to  the  Inspectors  of  election  shall  con- 
tain "the  names  and  surnames  of  all  the  male  taxable 
"persons,  inhabitants  within  the  respective  counties 
^^who  have  been  assessed  for  a  state  or  county  tax  at 
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"least  six  montlis  before  that  day,  and  not  exonerat- 
"ed."  And  by  the  eleventh  section  of  the  bill  it  isi  de- 
clared, that  "no  person  of  more  than  twenty-two  years 
"of  age  shall  be  admitted  to  vote,  whose  name  is  not 
"inserted  in  the  list  of  taxable  inhabitants  furnished 
"by  the  Commissioners,  unless  two  reputable  electors, 
'^'well  known  to  the  Inspectors,  shall  depose,  that  from 
^Tiis  possessing  taxable  property,  keeping  a  house,  or 
"other  circumstances,  they  firmly  believe  the  said  per 
"son  hath  paid  a  state  or  county  tax,  assessed  agree- 
"ably  to  the  provision  in  the  constitution,  and  this  act. 
"and  that  he  resides,  and  hath  resided  at  least  seven 
"months  in  the  township,  ward  or  district,  in  which  he 
"offers  to  vote;  and  the  said  person  shall  also  depose  to 
"the  truth  of  the  same,  or  produce  a  receipt  from  the 
"proper  collector  of  the  payment  of  a  state  or  county 
"tax,  assessed  as  aforesaid." 

Now,  the  effects  of  these  regulations  are  objection- 
able in  a  twofold  point  of  view: — 1st.  Inasmuch  as  the 
accidental  or  negligent  omission  to  insert  any  citizen's 
name  in  the  Commissioners  alphabetical  list  (a  circum- 
stance that  has  too  often  occurred)  will  condemn  such 
citizen  to  the  necessity  of  making  proof  of  his  right  to 
vote,  at  the  very  moment  when  he  tenders  his  vote,  by 
two  reputable  electors,  though  in  every  other  case,  ex- 
cept treason,  one  reputable  witness  is  competent  to  as- 
certain a  fact,  and  though  the  fact  -may  be  known  only 
to  women,  to  persons  who  are  not  electors,  or  to  citi- 
zens, who  are  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  taxes. 
These  witnesses,  moreover,  must  be  well  known  to  the 
Inspectors,  must  know,  from  the  state  of  the  party's 
property,  or  other  circumstances,  his  capacity  to  pay 
a  tax  (though  in  addition  to  this,  his  own  oath,  or  the 
production  of  a  collector's  receipt,  is  imposed)  and  must 
attest  his  previous  residence  for  seven  months  within 
the  district  in  which  he  offers  to  vote,  though  actual 
resilience  ^t  the  tinae  of  voting  would  alone  be  require^ 
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if  his  name  had  not  been  omitted  in  the  Commissioners 
alphebetical  list.  2d.  And  in  the  second  place,  inas- 
much as  it  excludes  from  enjoying  the  rights  of  suf- 
frage all  persons,  who  shall  be  exonerated,  for  any 
cause,  from  the  payment  of  taxes.  It  is  true,  that  the 
constitution  of  the  state  contains  a  declaratory  ar- 
ticle, that  "in  elections  by  the  citizens,  every  freeman, 
"of  the  aga  of  twenty-one  years,  having  resided  in  the 
"state  two  years  next  before  the  election,  and  within 
"that  time  paid  a  state  or  county  tax,  which  shall  have 
"been  assessed  at  least  six  months  before  the  election, 
"shall  enjoy  the  rights  of  an  elector":  But  this  is  mani- 
festly an  affirmative,  and  not  a  negative  provision;  it 
restrains  the  Legislature  from  denying  to  a  person,  so 
qualified  the  right  of  voting;  but  it  does  not  preclude 
the  Legislature  from  exercising  the  power  of  exonera- 
tion, nor  does  it  assert,  or  imply,  that  the  exoneration 
from  taxes  shall  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  rights  of  suf- 
frage, the  most  valuable  rights  of  citizenship.  An 
exoneration,  by  the  party  entitled  to  receive,  must  be 
in  this  case  (as  in  many  cases  that  occur  in  private 
transactions)  tantamount  to  a  payment  by  the  party 
liable  to  pay.  If,  indeed,  a  different  interpretation 
were  given  to  the  constitution,  how  could  elections 
have  been  held,  or  the  advantages  of  representation 
have  been  enjoyed,  by  the  inhabitants  of  those  town- 
ships (forming  in  some  instances  a  considerable  portion 
of  a  county)  which  have  occasionally  been  exonerated, 
by  law,  from  any  pecuniary  contribution  towards  sus- 
taining the  public  burthens?  Since,  therefore,  the 
constitution  does  not  render  the  payment  of 
taxes  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  rights  of  suffrage,  the  principles 
of  public  gratitude  and  political  justice  seem  to 
require,  that  at  least,  some  discrimination  should  be 
made  as  to  the  objects,  whose  exoneration  from  a  pe- 
cuniary duty  shall  be  thus  accompanied  by  the  depri- 
vation of  a  civil  franchise.     The  remembrance  of  those 
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scenes,  in  which  the  patriotism  of  many  of  the  original 
public  creditors,  and  the  heroism  of  many  of  the  vet- 
erans in  our  revolutionary  war,  were  the  causes  of  such 
penury,  or  infirmity,  as  must  incapacitate  them,  at  this 
moment,  for  yielding  a  pecuniary  aid  to  the  state,  can 
never  be  obliterated;  nor  will  it,  I  am  confident,  be 
deemed  politic  or  just,  upon  reflection,  that  men,  whose 
services  and  afflictions  honorably  entitle  them  to  the 
exoneration  contemplated,  should,  merely  from  that 
reason,  be  denounced,  as  unworthy  of  partaking  in  the 
administration  of  a  government,  which  they  have  as- 
sisted to  establish,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  or  by  the 
sacrifice  of  their  fortunes. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN 
Philadelphia,  August  28th,  1797. 


Address  on  the  opening  of  the  Assembly,  1797,  after 
the  adjournment  occasioned  by  the  Epidemic  in 
Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives : 

THE  ALARM  WHICH  OCCASIONED  AN  ABRUPT 
adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  has  been  justi- 
fied by  the  melancholy  catastrophe  that  ensued; 
but  I  rejoice  that  so  early  an  opportunity  occurs  to  con- 
gratulate you  upon  the  perfect  restoration  of  health  to 
our  metropolis.  While,  therefore,  we  indulge  the 
feelings  of  sympathy  and  sorrow  for  the  unfortunate 
victims  of  the  calamity,  we  are  called  upon  devoutly  to 
acknowledge  the  beneficence  of  Providence,  and  to  pay 
a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  meritorious  citizens,  who 
have  been  the  instruments  of  that  beneficence  in  miti- 
gating the  severity,  and  accelerating  the  termination, 
of  the  late  contagious  sickness. 


Thomas  MiMui.  395 

From  the  various  documents  that  will  be  presented 
for  your  information  on  this  subject,  you  will  collect 
the  particulars  of  the  progress  and  extent  of  the  mor- 
tality. It  is  represented,  in  general,  that  during  the 
months  of  August,  September  and  October,  there  died, 
within  the  city  and  its  suburbs,  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  persons;  that,  of  those  persons,  one  thou- 
sand fell  by  the  prevailing  fever;  and  that  the  number 
of  persons  who  escaped;  aft6r  being  affected  by  the  con- 
tagion, may  reasonably  be  computed  at  four  thousand. 
Compared  with  the  mortality  of  the  year  1793,  when 
Philadelphia  suffered  under  a  similar  visitation,  this 
statement  is  enough  to  evince  the  beneficial  effects  that 
have  been  produced,  by  the  early  evacuation  of  the  city; 
by  the  asylum  which  the  tents  erected  on  the  commons, 
afforded  to  an  indigent  class  of  fugitives;  and  by  the 
previous  institution  of  a  public  Hospital  on  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  Schuylkill.  Of  the  activity  and  fidelity, 
likewise,  with  which  the  business  of  the  Board  of 
Health  was  transacted;  of  the  judgment  and  philan- 
thropy with  which  the  legislative  grant  was  expended 
and  of  the  liberality  with  which  individuals  contribut- 
ed, by  personal  as  well  as  pecuniary  aids,  to  alleviate 
the  public  distress;  the  testimonials  are  obvious  to 
every  eye,  and,  must  be  grateful  to  every  heart. — The  in* 
cidental  expenses  of  the  Health-office,  are  estimated 
at  nineteen  thousand  dollars,  and  the  gratuitious  con- 
tributions (including  the  legislative  grant)  amount,  it  is 
believed,  to  thirty-three  thousand  dollars.  With  these 
resources  alone,  therefore,  and  surrounded  by  objects 
of  desolation  and  dismay,  during  a  term  exceeding  two 
months,  the  sick  of  this  populous  city  have  been  hu- 
manely cherished — the  deceased  have  been  decently 
interred — the  aged  and  infirm  has  been  comfortably 
sustained — and,  in  the  genuine  spirit  of  benevolence, 
the  industrious  have  been  employed  and  rewarded.  To 
a -recapitulation  so  consolatory  let  me  add,  as  a  just 
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eulogium  on  the  moral  state  of  the  community,  that 
amidst  all  the  temptations  and  opportunities  to  plunder 
and  riot,  which  the  crisis  might  naturally  be  supposed 
to  create,  the  right  of  property  was  never  more  respect- 
ed, nor  public  order  more  rigidly  maintained. 

Thus  emerging  from  a  scene  of  complicated  calamity, 
it  becomes  our  indispensable  duty  to  contemplate  the 
cause,  and,  (as  far  as  human  precaution  can  avail)  to 
counteract  and  repel  its  future  operations.  It  is,  in- 
deed, to  be  seriously  lamented  that  a  diversity  of  opin- 
ion, in  relation  to  the  origin  and  nature  of  the  disease, 
should  have  raised  an  acrimonious  spirit  of  contro- 
versy, disgraceful  to  Science  and  injurious  to  Society: 
but  it  is  a  sufficient  satisfaction  to  know,  that  a  differ- 
ence in  the  modes  of  cure,  can  have  no  influence  on  the 
question  of  prevention;  and,  fortunately,  in  that  re- 
spect, whether  the  disease  has  been  imported  from 
foreign  countries,  or  was  generated  here,  the  several 
remedies  proposed  are  not  only  perfectly  consistent 
with  each  other,  but  always  be  most  efficacious  when 
employed  together.  Permit  me  then.  Gentlemen,  with 
a  solicitude  suited  to  the  importance  of  the  occasion, 
to  recommend  to  your  immediate  attention,  the  plans 
which  are  detailed  by  the  College  of  Physicians,  by 
other  learned  Members  of  the  Faculty,  and  by  the  In- 
spectors of  the  Health-office,  in  the  reports  that  will  be 
submitted  to  your  consideration. 

By  these  reports  it  will  be  found,  that,  in  order  to 
guard  against  the  introduction  of  pestilential  and  con- 
tagious diseases,  from  foreign  countries,  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Board  of  Health,  restricted  in  point  of  num- 
ber, so  as  to  ensure  responsibility;  composed,  in  part  of 
medical  Characters,  and  excluding,  entirely,  persons 
whose  interests  are  liable  to  be  immediately  affected 
by  the.  laws  of  quarentine — is  essentially  requisite. 
The  public  buildings  on  State  Island  should  be  enlarg- 
ed, so  that  separate  accommodatix)ns  may  be  appro- 
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priated  for  the  healthy  and  the  diseased,  as  well  as 
places  for  fumigating  and  magazines  for  storing  the 
cargoes  of  vessels;  and  a  permanent  public  Hospital 
should  be  erected  on  the  neighbouring  commons,  for 
the  reception  of  any  inhabitants  of  the  city  infected,  or 
supposed  to  be  infected,  with  a  contagious  sickness. 
From  the  beginning  of  July  to  the  end  of  October,  in 
every  year,  all  vessels  arriving  from  the  Mediterranean, 
the  coast  of  Africa,  the  West-Indies,  and  the  continent 
of  America  to  the  southward  of  Florida,  should  be  com- 
pelled to  perform  a  fixed  and  effectual  quarantine.  The 
powers  of  the  OtTicers  employed  in  this  department  of 
our  Police  should  be  equal  to  all  its  .objects,  and  to 
every  possible  emergency;  and  the  punishment  to  be 
inflicted  upon  those  who  shall  transgress  the  law, 
should  be  of  the  most  exemplary  nature. 

For  obviating  all  danger  to  the  public  health  from 
any  domestic  source  of  contagion,  an  attention  to  the 
cleanliness  of  the  city,  its  avenues,  and  vacant  lots 
seems  to  be  the  only  necessary  care.  The  powers  of 
the  respective  corporate  bodies,  which  are  constituted 
for  the  local  purposes  of  the  City,  the  Northern  Liber- 
ties, and  the  District  of  Southwark,  should,  therefore, 
be  rendered  completely  to  establish  and  enforce  the 
various  regulations,  which  this  object  will  suggest. 
But  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature,  will,  also,  be 
indispensible,  in  order  to  ensure,  such  a  supply  of  water, 
through* the  medium  of  canals,  as  appears  to  have  be- 
come essential  to  the  general  convenience,  as  well  as 
to  the  health  of  the  community. 

In  delineating  this  outline  of  the  measures  that  are 
proper  to  be  pursued,  I  am  sensible,  Gentlemen,  that  I 
have  opened  to  your  view,  a  wide  field  of  labour  and  ex- 
pense. But,  when  you  reflect,  that,  probably,  for  want 
of  such  precautions,  the  business  of  the  city  has  twice, 
within  a  period  of  four  years  been  deranged;  its  popu- 
lation dispersed,  and  its  prosperity  endangered;  you 
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will  perceive,  that,  independent  of  every  sentiment  of 
compassion,  upon  a  mere  calculation  of  interest,  the 
whole  commonwealth  is  deeply  concerned,  that  every 
effort  of  wisdom  and  finance  should  be  made,  to  pro- 
tect the  seat  of  our  Government  and  Commerce  from 
the  return  of  so  dreadful  an  evil. 

It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure,  under  the  consideration 
which  has  been  just  suggested,  that  I  advert  to  the  pro- 
gress of  improvement  and  opulence  in  every  part  of 
Pennsjivania.  The  effects  of  a  liberal  and  judicious 
policy,  actuating  and  guiding  the  Legislature  in  the  dis- 
position of  the  public  wealth,  are  discernible  in  the 
greater  facility,,  with  which  the  interior  intercourse, 
by  roads  and  rivers,  is  maintained;  in  the  augmentation 
of  the  number  of  inhabitants;  and  in  the  flourishing 
condition  of  the  various  settlements  that  have  been  re- 
cently formed.  The  auspicious  result,  therefore,  of  our 
experience,  at  once,  enables  the  state  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense, and  invites  its  Legislature  to  promote  the  ac- 
complishment of  every  object  of  public  utility.  Be- 
sides those  objects  to  which  I  have  now  referred,  the  in- 
stitution of  public  schools,  the  reformation  of  the  laws 
for  regulating  elections,  the  organization  of  the  militia, 
the  encouragement  of  inland  navigation,  and  the  im- 
provement of  roads  and  highways,  merit  particular  at- 
tention; and  will  afford  an  ample  scope  for  the  display 
of  patriotism  and  public  spirit.  The  report  of  the 
agent  of  information  (which  I  have  directed  to  be  com- 
municated to  you)  satisfactorily  exhibits  the  progress 
in  executing  the  several  contracts  that  have  been  form- 
ed for  improving  our  roads  and  rivers;  but  it  is  a  justice 
peculiarly  due  to  the  contractors  for  opening  a  canal 
at  the  falls  of  Conewago,  in  the  river  Susquehanna, 
-publicly  to  announce  the  completion  of  their  important 
undertaking;  and  to  acknowledge  from  actual  observa- 
tion, that  the  work  appears  to  be  an  honor  to  the  state, 
as  well  as  a  lasting  monument  of  their  enterprize,  skill 
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and  integrity.  The  disbursements  of  the  contractors 
have  so  far,  indeed,  exceeded  the  sum  appropriated  by 
law,  that,  on  a  principle  of  equity,  as  well  as  to  excite 
an  advantageous  emulation,  I  am  induced  to  recom- 
mend such  a  modification  of  their  contract,  as  will 
allow  the  exaction  of  a  toll  from  passengers,  equal  to 
the  charge  of  hiring  persons  to  attend  the  Locks,  and 
to  keep  them  in  constant  repair. 

For  many  other  topics  interesting  to  our  constitu- 
ents and  claiming  a  legislative  interposition,  permit 
me,  Gentlemen,  to  refer,  to  the  communications,  which 
have  been  made  on  former  occasions  to  the  General  As- 
sembly. In  the  Judiciary  Department  you  will  find, 
that  the  want  of  the  powers  of  a  Court  of  Equity,  has 
been  deemed  a  radical  defect  in  our  system  of  juris- 
prudence: and  the  salaries  allow^ed  to  the  Associate 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Philadelphia 
County  (where  business  of  great  moment  and  difficulty 
constantly  occurs)  is  manifestly  inconsistent,  as  well 
with  the  official  independence  contemplated  by  the  con- 
stitution, as  with  the  reasonable  compensation,  to 
which  every  citizen  is  entitled  for  the  services  that  he 
renders  to  the  Public.  The  theory  of  our  penal  code 
(justly  the  pride  of  Pennsylvania)  seems  hitherto  to  be 
free  from  any  rational  objection.  The  superintendence 
and  discipline  of  the  criminal  prisons  and  penitentiary 
houses,  are,  likewise,  highly  meritorious;  and  com- 
pleatly  efficient.  But,  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  declare, 
that  the  Debtor's  Apartment  presents  a  contrast  of 
wretchedness  and  disorder,  which  is  painful  to  every 
sense  of  humanity,  and  destructive  to  every  principle 
of  virtue.  Let  me  earnestly,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  en- 
treat, that  an  immediate  remedy  may  be  applied  to  this 
encreasiog  grievance.  The  expediency  of  abolishing 
imprisonment  for  debt  has  repeatedly  been  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Legislature;  but,  whatever  may  be 
the  issue  of  your  deliberations  on  that  point;  the  regu- 
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lation  of  bankruptcy,  and  a  revision  of  the  laws  relat 
ing  to  Insolvent  Debtors,  are  subjects  which  the  pres- 
ent state  of  commerce  and  credit  will  not  suffer  to  es- 
cape your  attention.  It  will  be  necessary,  likewise,  to 
include  in  any  arrangement,  that  shall  be  made  on  this 
branch  of  our  police,  some  provision  for  the  case  of 
Debtors,  who,  after  being  arrested  by  civil  process,  may 
be  committed  for  offences  to  the  criminal  Jail;  so  that 
those  who  have  the  custody  of  their  persons,  may  be 
held  responsible,  with  sufficient  sureties,  as  well  to  the 
creditors,  as  to  the  public. 

From  the  interesting  subjects  which  appear  upon 
your  records,  none  will  be  thought  more  deserving  of  se- 
lection, than  the  state  of  the  territorial  controversy,  in 
Luzerne,  and  the  neighbouring  counties.  With  respect 
to  the  controversy  itself,  nothing  has  occurred  to 
change  the  opinion  that  was  delivered  in  a  former  ad 
dress;  but,  considering  the  extensive  sale  of  public 
land,  the  rapid  advancement  of  settlements,  and  the 
menacing  collision  of  legal  rights  and  equitable  claims, 
in  other  quarters  of  the  state,  it  becomes  daily  more 
important  to  the  security  of  private  property,  and  to  the 
preservation  of  public  tranquility,  that  your  decision, 
in  the  present  case,  should  evince  the  disposition  and 
fhe  power  to  assert  the  jurisdiction,  and  maintain  the 
rights  of  our  government. 

There  will  be  presented,  Gentlemen,  for  your  infor- 
mation, a  copy  of  the  contract  which  has  been  made  for 
importing  ten  thousand  stands  of  arms;  and,  as  soon  as 
the  arrangement  can  be  completed,  you  will,  also,  re- 
ceive a  copy  of  the  contract  for  manufacturing  a  like 
number,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  act  of  As- 
sembly. The  report  of  the  Commissioners  for  erect- 
ing the  public  building  on  Ninth-street,  will  shew  the 
present  situation  of  that  w^ork,  the  manner  of  disburs- 
ing the  money  appropriated  for  accomplishing  it,  and 
the  balance  that  remains    unsatisfied.     You    will,  of 
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course,  prescribe,  during  the  sessions,  some  use  for  the 
building;  since  it  cannot  now  be  employed  according  to 
the  original  design. 

In  examining  the  account  of  our  finances,  you  will 
find,  Gentlemen,  that  from  the  first  of  January  (when 
there  was  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  ninety-four  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and  eighty-five 
cents)  to  the  thirtieth  of  November  last,  the  public  re- 
ceipts have  amounted  to  a  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-one  dol- 
lars and  twenty-seven  cents;  and  that  the  disburse- 
ments during  the  same  period,  have  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fourteen  dollars  and  sixty  cents.  The  specie,  there- 
fore, at  this  time  in  the  Treasury,  amounts  to  the  sum 
of  seventy-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five 
dollars  and  twelve  cents:  But  it  is  proper  to  remark, 
that,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  month,  besides  the 
supplies  constantly  flowing  from  the  operations  of  the 
Land-office,  the  fees  of  public  offices,  and  other  sources 
of  contribution,  there  will  be  a  further  accumulation  of 
about  eighty  thousand  dollars,  from  the  dividend  on  the 
shares  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  and  about  two 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollars,  from  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  stock  of  the  United  States,  the  property 
of  the  state.  You  will,  also,  observe,  that  many  of  the 
items  of  expenditure  are  of  a  temporary  nature;  while 
many  of  the  instruments  of  revenue  become  daily  more 
productive,  and  our  annual  income  will  receive  an  ad- 
dition of  about  thirteen  thousand  six  hundred  dollars, 
as  soon  as  the  period  for  paying  interest  on  the  deferred 
stock  shall  arrive. 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

This  view  of  our  finances  must  be  peculiarly  pleasing 
to  you,  on  whom  the  duty  of  providing  for  the  public 
expenditure,  is,  in  the  first  instance,  devolved  by  the 
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constitution.  Though  the  existing  appropriations  aro 
great;  and  the  extraordinary  as  well  as  current  ex- 
penses of  the  present  year,  will  demand  a  considerable 
disbursement,  the  Treasury,  you  perceive,  is  abundantly 
replenished,  and  will  justify  a  liberal  attention  to  all 
the  objects  of  public  necessity  and  improvement,  which 
have  been  submitted  to  your  consideration.  To  those, 
let  me  add,  that  upon  the  representations  which  1 
have  received,  justice  seems  to  require  some  augmen- 
tation of  the  public  salaries  that  were  fixed  antece- 
dently to  the  present  government,  and  which  have 
since  become  manifestly,  unequal  to  the  most  econ- 
omical support  of  the  respective  officers  and  their  fami- 
lies. 

Were  it  necessary  to  resort  to  any  tax,  in  order  to  ef- 
fectuate the  purposes  which  are  contemplated,  it  will 
be  recollected,  that  in  a  free  country,  under  a  republican 
system,  nothing  can  be  more  desireable,  than  that  the 
citizens  should  be  called  upon  for  such  pecuniary  con- 
tributions, as  will  constantly  excite  their  vigilence,  in 
scrutinizing  the  administration  and  the  expenses  of 
their  government.  But,  independent  of  this  policy,  and 
this  resource,  the  fees  on  a  variety  of  public  instru- 
ments, and  particularly  on  tavern,  and  marriage  li- 
cences, might  be  conveniently  and  profitably  increased. 
The  case  of  marriage  licences,  indeed  demands  atten- 
tion on  other  principles;  for,  the  material  alteration  in 
the  state  of  population  and  society  since  the  passing  of 
the  act  to  prohibit  clandestine  marriages,  must  suggest 
the  propriety  of  considering,  whether  it  is  longer  safe 
to  leave  the  authority  of  performing  the  marriage 
ceremony,  and  the  penalty  for  transgressing  the  law, 
upon  the  footing  on  which  they  now  stand. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

In  a  communication  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, whose  citizens  are  eminently  interested  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  Union,  and  have  always  been  conspi- 
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( uously  attached  to  the  independence  and  honor  of  the 
national  character,  the  welfare  of  our  sister  states,  and 
the  maintainance  of  an  harmonious  intercourse  with 
foreign  countries,  are  topics,  which  can  never  be 
thought  indifferent  or  improper.  I  cannot,  then,  con- 
clude this  address,  without  offering  you,  in  both  re- 
spects, a  cordial  congratulation.  The  natural  re- 
sources of  the  United  States,  and  the  industry  of  their 
inhabitants;  the  perfect  enjoyment  of  civil  liberty,  and 
the  general  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge;  have  pro- 
duced a  state  of  social  happiness,  which  it  has  rarely 
been  the  fate  of  nations  to  attain,  and  which  it  can 
never  be  too  zealously  our  endeavour  to  preserve. 
Hence,  therefore,  we  must  regard,  with  peculiar  pleas- 
ure and  solicitude,  the  measures,  and  the  fair  prospect 
that  success  will  attend  the  measures,  which,  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Federal  Government,  have  been 
pursued,  to  rescue  our  commerce  from  depredation,  to 
procure  redress  for  the  injuries  that  have  been  suffered, 
and  to  revive  that  amity  with  the  French  Republic, 
which,  as  it  was  coeval  with  our  independence,  every 
generous  American  must  wish  to  find  congenial  with 
the  spirit  and  reputation  of  our  political  institutions. 

To  establish  those  institutions  upon  a  genuine  re- 
publican foundation,  was  the  great  object  of  our  revolu- 
tionary contest:  and,  I  trust,  Gentlemen,  that  we,  that 
our  posterity,  will  never  behold  the  calamitous  day, 
when,  by  insidious  machinations,  or  by  open  force,  so 
glorious  a  foundation  shall  be  undermined  or  over- 
thrown. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  December  9th,  1797. 
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To  the  Assembly    transmitting  a    memorial  of    the 
Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

Gentlemen : 

I  HAVE  DIRECTED  THE  SECRETARY  TO  LAY 
before  you  the  memorial  of  the  Managers  of  the 
Pennsylvania   Hospital;  and   I  take  this   oppor- 
tunity to  recommend  the  institution  to  the  patronage 
of  the  Legislature,  as  deserving  public  support  upon 
the  best  principles  of  policy  and  benevolence. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  6th  January,  1798. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  an  application  from  the 
Agents  of  John  and  Richard  Penn  for  the  surrender 
of  certain  title  deeds,  etc.  of  the  late  Proprietaries. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  THOUGHT  IT  PROPER  TO  REFER  TO 
your  consideration,  an  application  which  I  have 
received  from  the  agent  of  John  and  Richard  Penn, 
and  the  consequent  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General, 
respecting  the  surrender  of  certain  title  deeds  and 
other  muniments  of  the  private  estate  of  the  late  Pix)- 
prietaries,  now  deposited  in  the  public  offices  of  the 
commonwealth;  and  I  recommend,  that  a  legislative 
sanction  should  be  given  to  the  subject  of  this  appli- 
cation. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  March  26th,  1798. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  certain  documents. 

Gentlemen: 

A  COMMUNICATION   FROM   THE   JUDGES    OF 
the  Supreme  Court  will  be  presented  with  this 
message  for  your  consideration;  and   notwith- 
standing the  late  period  of  the  session,  I  trust  you  will 
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deem  it  expedient,  to  remedy  tlie  defect  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  Justice,  wliich  arises  from  the  cause  that 
they  have  suggested. 

I  talve  this  opportunity,  likewise,  to  transmit  certain 
documents  respecting  the  Indian  Konkapot,  and  to 
renew  the  expression  of  my  solicitude,  that  an  effi- 
cient system  for  regulating  the  Health-office  may  be 
established  before  your  adjournment — I  am  persuaded 
that  the  importance  of  this  subject,  and  the  approach 
of  the  season  of  danger,  from  the  introduction  of  con- 
tageous  diseases,  will  sufficiently  justify  this  repeated 
claim  for  your  attention. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  March  30th,  1798. 


Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

IT  IS  AGAIN  MY  MELANCHOLY  TASK  TO  Di- 
rect the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  fatal 
effects  of  the  contagious  fever,  which,  during  a 
short  period  of  five  years,  has  thrice,  with  encreasing 
malignity,  afflicted  the  city  and  suburbs  of  Philadel- 
phia. Early  in  the  month  of  August  last,  its  appear- 
ance being  discovered  and  announced,  the  dispersion 
of  the  citizens  became  more  immediate  and  more  gen- 
eral, than  on  either  of  the  preceding  occasions.  The 
public  hospital  was  instantaneously  opened;  and  ar- 
rangements w^ere  promptly  made  for  the  removal  of 
the  sick,  the  interment  of  the  dead,  and  the  succour  of 
the  poor.  The  ravages  of  the  disease,  however,  seemed 
at  one  time,  to  menace  the  total  depopulation  of  the 
city,  so  that  flight  presented  the  only  probable  means  of 
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safety:  And  that  this  resource,  likewise,  might  not 
be  wanting  to  the  most  indigent,  and  the  most  helpless 
classes  of  our  fellow-citizens,  two  encampments  were, 
successively,  formed  in  the  adjoining  fields,  whither 
those  descriptions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia 
were  gratuitously  invited  to  repair,  as  to  an  asylum, 
affording  a  commodious  shelter,  and  a  competent  sup- 
port. But,  notwithstanding  these  judicious  and  bene- 
volent regulations,  the  consequent  diminution  of  the 
number  of  people  exposed  to  the  contagion,  and  the 
generous  assiduity  of  the  Physicians,  who  continued 
to  prosecute  their  professional  labours  within  the  in- 
fected scene,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  calamity  will 
long  remain  to  be  deplored.  Before  the  hand  of  Pro- 
vidence, in  its  mercy,  allayed  the  affliction,  which,  in  its 
wisdom,  had  been  dispensed,  the  victims,  suddenly 
snatched  from  the  various  avocations  and  enjoyments 
of  life,  are  deemed,  according  to  an  authentic  compu- 
tation, to  amount  to  three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty-five  persons,  besides  those  who  died  in  the  coun- 
try. A  numerous  train  of  widows  and  orphans,  (whose 
sad  survivorship  the  public  patronage  can  alone  ren- 
der valuable)  must,  for  years,  exhibit  a  spectacle  to 
excite  the  sympathy,  and  exercise  the  compassion,  of 
every  phalanthropic  mind.  The  opulence  of  our  me- 
tropolis, too,  has  sustained  an  incalculable  loss,  by 
the  suspension  of  its  commerce  and  its  arts;  the  ob- 
struction of  public  business,  and  the  derangement  of 
monied  institutions:  And,  in  fine,  the  general  pros- 
perity of  the  state  will  be  immediately  endangered, 
unless  the  resources  of  public  wealth  and  wisdom,  as 
well  as  the  exertions  of  private  industry  and  virtue, 
shall  be  seduously  applied,  not  merely  to  repair  the 
injuries  that  have  been  already  suffered,  but  to  avert, 
as  far  as  human  agency  can  avail,  the  recurrence  of  ^<) 
awful  a  visitation. 
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In  depicting  this  view  of  the  recent  calamity,  1 
confess  that  1  am  considerably  influenced  by  a  painful 
reflection,  that  the  precautions,  which  experience, 
policy,  and  humanity  dictate,  have  hitherto  been  un- 
fortunately overlooked  or  inconsiderately  neglected. 
The  records  of  the  General  Assembly  will  now,  how- 
ever, disclose  to  you,  with  irresistable  force,  the  plans 
which  have  been  submitted,  at  different  times,  to  the 
consideration  of  the  government,  for  more  effectually 
preventing  the  generation,  introduction  and  propaga- 
tion of  pestilential  diseases:  And,  I  am  confident,  that 
the  liberal  sentiments  of  our  constituents,  in  perfect 
unison  with  your  own,  .have  prepared  you  to  adopt  and 
enforce,  among  the  earlier  acts  of  legislation,  every 
measure,  which  the  learning  of  the  Faculty  has  de- 
vised, the  successful  projects  of  other  countries  shall 
recommend,  and  the  authority,  or  treasure  of  the  state 
can  accomplish,  in  the  contemplation  of  an  object,  so 
momentous  and  interesting.  It  is  true,  that  the  in- 
stitution of  a  Health-office  for  the  security  of  our  port 
and  capital,  may,  in  some  respects,  be  regarded  as  a 
regulation  of  commerce;  and  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce, together  with  its  fiscal  emoluments  has  been 
constitutionally  assigned  to  the  federal  government: 
But,  the  power  thus  assigned  must  be  deemed  concur- 
rent, in  the  present  instance,  in  order  to  reconcile  it 
with  the  paramount  principle  of  self-preservation; 
^nd  as  the  domestic  misfortunes  of  Pennsylvania,  were 
imbittered  during  the  late  crisis  by  a  reciprocal  sym- 
pathy for  the  similar  sufferings  of  our  fellow-citizens 
in  New  York,  Boston,  and  other  cities  of  the  continent, 
we  may  fairly  anticipate,  from  the  wisdom  and  justice 
of  Congress,  that  harmonious  co-operation,  which  can 
alone  pervade  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Union,  and  ren- 
der the  municipal  system  of  an  individual  State  com- 
pletely eflicacious. 
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To  you,  then,  Gentlemen,  as  impartial  and  enlight- 
ened guardians  of  the  lives  and  interests  of  the  whole 
community,  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  emerging 
from  a  state  of  complicated  misery,  anxiously  and  em- 
phatically appeal.  Wasted  and  depressed  with  actual 
sufference,  they  claim  from  your  bounty,  the  immediate 
aid  of  a  pecuniary  supply,  to  defray  the  extraordinary 
charges  which  have  been  unavoidably  incurred,  as  far 
as  the  exemplary  and  unrivalled  benevolence  of  private 
individuals  (here,  and  in  other  States)  has  left  those 
charges  undef rayed.  Impressed  with  a  just  sense  of 
the  regular  and  meritorious  conduct  of  the  poor  of 
every  description  (notwithstanding  the  temptations 
and  opportunities  which  obviously  occurred  for  pillage 
and  riot,)  and  trembling  at  the  wretchedness  with 
which  the  inclemency  of  the  season  is  pregnant,  they 
also  implore  you  to  extend  your  beneficence  to  the  in- 
digent, the  infirm,  and  the  forlorn,  during  the  severity 
of  the  present  winter.  But,  above  all,  for  .the  honor 
of  the  State,  as  well  as  for  the  preservation  of  them- 
selves and  their  posterity,  they  confidently  hope,  (as  I 
have  already  intimated)  that,  under  your  auspices,  an 
adequate  appropriation  of  the  public  wealth,  and  an 
energetic  reformation  of  the  public  police,  will  actually 
redeem  the  reputation  of  our  climate,  and  rescue  our 
metropolis  from  the  desolation,  which,  at  this  time,  un- 
happily obscures  the  splendor  of  its  prospects.  To  an 
appeal  thus  made,  no  generous  mind  will  allow  the  sug- 
gestions of  a  parsimonious  policy  to  reply;  no  enlight- 
ened Legislator  will  oppose  arguments  extracted  from 
peculiar  interest,  or  local  discrimination.  The  ordi- 
nary provisions  of  the  law,  indeed,  are  applicable  only 
to  ordinary  cases;  but  the  duties  of  humanity  are  as 
various,  and  as  diffusive,  in  their  obligation,  as  the  in- 
cidents, exigencies,  and  misfortunes  of  life.  The  law 
of  Pennsylvania,  imposing  on  each  district  the  separate 
charge  of  maintaining  its  poor,  cannot,  reasonably, 
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therefore,  he  supposed  to  embrace  the  instances  of 
poverty  and  distress  that  unexpectedly  arise  from  a 
national  calamit}^ — from  such  a  calamity  as  we  are 
now  doomed  to  deplore.  But  that  fundamental  law  of 
society,  which  prescribes  to  its  members,  a  mutual  par- 
ticipation in  the  good,  or  ill,  of  sublunary  events,  as 
the  stongest  cement  of  political  institutions,  demands 
from  the  remotest  county  of  the  state,  a  contribution 
on  the  present  occasion,  for  which  a  vicisitude,  not 
uncommon,  may  hereafter  require  from  the  inhabitants 
of  Philadelphia  an  ample  remuneration.  Permit  me  to 
add,  that,  upon  similar  principles,  (every  part  of  the 
state  partaking  of  the  inestimable  advantages  of  our 
commerce)  every  part  of  the  state  is,  alike,  interested, 
as  well  as  bound,  to  furnish  its  proportion  of  the  gen- 
eral means,  for  ensuring  the  safety,  and  promoting  the 
prosperity,  of  the  only  port  in  which  the  business  of 
our  commerce  can  be  transacted.  Besides,  the  preser- 
vation of  the  public  health,  whether  with  a  view  to 
the  Lakes,*  or  the  Atlantic,  seems  naturally  to  be  a 
subject  of  common  care  and  expence;  since,  if  any 
avenue  is  left  open  for  the  approaches  of  contagion,  it 
is  impossible  to  foresee,  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  con- 
troul,  or  counteract,  the  direction,  or  the  extent,  of  its 
course. 

Actuated  by  these  considerations,  and  remembering 
as  an  honourable  precedent,  the  liberality  of  a  former 
General  Assembly  'towards  the  capital  of  a  sister 
State,  I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before  you,  a  report  of 
the  receipts,  expenditures  and  engagements  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  of  the  Guardians,  of  the  Poor, 
with  a  perfect  assurance,  that  you  will  cheerfully  as- 
sign a  competent  fund  to  liquidate  this  interfering  ac- 
count. It  is  impossible,  I  think,  to  examine  its  several 
items,  without  indulging  the  liveliest  emotions  of  ad- 
miration and  gratitude;  without  yielding  a  tribute  of 
heartfelt  veneration  and  applause  to  the  vigilance,  fgr- 
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titude  and  pliilanthrophy  of  the  Managers  of  the  pub 
lie  Hospitals,  and  of  the  Superintendents  of  the  Volun- 
teer Encampments;  and  without  deriving  from  so  sig- 
nal a  display  of  national  sympathy  a  sentiment  of  pa- 
triotic pride  which  may  serve  to  alleviate  the  pressure 
of  every  personal  sorrow.  For  all  the  objects  of  expence 
in  the  city,  the  suburbs,  and  the  encampments,  you 
will  find  that  there  has  been  disbursed,  w^ith  as  much 
system  and  (economy  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
would  admit,  an  aggregate  sum  of  about  86,000  dol- 
lars. The  original  funds,  which  the  law  allows  for  the 
uses  of  the  Health-office,  (producing  about  a  sum  of 
28,000  dollars)  were  soon,  indeed,  absorbed;  but  the 
auxiliary  of  gifts  and  loans  established  ready  and 
certain  resource,  commensurate  with  every  pecuniary 
demand  which  the  crisis  had  created.  Thus  the  gra- 
tuities in  money,  have  mounted  to  21,251  dollars;  the 
contributions  in  provisions,  clothing,  and  furniture, 
may  be  valued  at  15,000  dollars;  and  a  loan  of  29,000 
dollars  was  obtained,  upon  a  confidence,  that  the  Leg- 
islature would,  at  the  present  session,  direct  a  reim- 
bursement. In  short,  the  documents,  from  which  this 
summary  is  extracted,  will  shew,  that  after  encoun- 
tering, at  the  personal  hazard,  and  in  a  great  measure, 
at  the  private  cost,  of  volunteer  individuals,  the  hor- 
rors and  burthens  of  a  three  months  pestilence,  there 
still  remains  to  be  reimbursed,  the  loan  of  29,000  dol- 
lars, and  with  that  amount  it  is  how  proposed,  upon 
social  and  equitable  principles,  to  charge  the  public 
treasury. 

But,  Gentlemen,  recurring  to  the  yet  more  important 
subject  for  legislative  deliberation,  permit  me  to  de- 
lineate the  outline  that  seems  to  result  from  the  va- 
rious views  which  have  been  taken  by  different  char- 
acters, under  one  general  conviction,  how^ever  of  th'' 
necessity  of  providing,  without  a  day's  delay,  for  the 
future  safety  of  the  city.     The  variance  of  opinion, 
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ii  speoting  the  origin  of  the  late  contagion,  has,  ap- 
parently, subsided  into  an  unanimous  sentiment,  that 
such  an  evil  may  be  equally  imported  from  a  foreign 
climate,  and  generated  in  our  own.  The  first  obvious 
remark,  therefore,  occurs,  that  our  police  will  always 
be  defective,  unless  it  guards  equally  against  both 
the  sources  of  infection.  For  protecting  the  city  from 
external  danger,  a  system  radically  new  must  be  in- 
troduced. A  Board  of  Health  should  be  constituted, 
of  disinterested,  and,  in  part  of  medical  characters. 
The  number  of  their  officers  should  be  increased,  their 
powers  should  be  enlarged,  and  their  duties  should 
be  permanent.  A  lazaretto  should  be  established  on 
State  Island  (or  rather,  if  practicable,  on  a  more  dis- 
tant site,  to  be  procured  upon  this  or  the  opposite 
shore  of  the  Delaware)  to  accommodate,  in  separate 
apartments,  the  sick,  the  convalescent,  and  the  sus- 
pected. Magazines  should  be  provided  for  securing 
cargoes,  and  proper  stoves  should  be  erected  for  fumi- 
gating goods  and  merchandize,  supposed,  in  an^  de- 
gree, to  be  contaminated.  Though  it  should  be 
deemed  too  injurious  to  the  mercantile  interests  of  the 
state,  to  interdict,  during  the  summer  months,  all  trade 
with  those  islands  and  countries,  which  are  usually 
obnoxious  to  contagious  diseases,  it  will,  at  least,  be 
indispensable,  for  that  season,  to  prohibit  any  vessel 
emploj-ed  in  so  hazardous  an  intercourse,  from  ap- 
proaching nearer  to  Philadelphia,  than  the  station  of 
the  Health-office.  -  Vessels  arriving  at  any  season, 
from  an  infected  place,  should,  with  their  cargoes,  be 
carefully  cleansed  and  aired;  and  the  duration  of  the 
quarantine  to  be  performed,  should  be  fixed  and  pre- 
scribed by  law.  Every  transgression  of  these  regu- 
lations should  be  denounced  as  highly  criminal,  sub- 
ject to  the  severest  penalties,  which,  should  never,  in 
any  instance,  be  mitigated  or  remitted. 

To  avert  the  danger  of  contagion,  proceeding  from 
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a  domestic  origin,  the  great,  the  indispensable,  re- 
quisite, is  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  the  various 
uses  of  the  city.  It  must  be  perceived,  that  the  gen- 
eral condition  of  the  springs  which,  at  present,  yield 
all  the  water  that  is  consumed  in  Philadelphia,  is  far 
from  affording,  either  in  quality  or  quantity,  what 
health  and  cleanliness  demand.  But,  fortunately,  the 
remedy  for  this  growing  inconvenience,  is  not  less  ob- 
vious and  certain,  than  the  necessity  for  immediately 
resorting  to  it;  since  the  streams  of  the  Schuylkill  and 
Whysahicon  may,  in  a  short  time,  be  forced  to  flow 
through  the  streets  of  the  city,  at  an  inconsiderable 
expence  of  labour  and  money,  compared  with  the  im- 
portant benefits  which  the  operation  would  inevitably 
produce.  Inspired,  therefore,  by  the  same  spirit  of 
public  improvement  which  jonv  predecessors  have,  in 
other  respects,  displayed;  and  stimulated  by  the  ex- 
ample of  our  sister  states;  I  am  confident  that  this 
great  work,  will  be  undertaken  and  prosecuted  with 
zeal,  Jiberality,  and  success.  The  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  ascertain  the  most  advantageous  plan; 
the  designation  of  an  active  fund  (whether  by  a  direct 
grant,  by  the  imposition  of  a  tax,  or  by  creating  a  re- 
deemable subscription  stock,  bearing  an  annual  inter- 
est) for  executing  that  plan;  and  an  extension  of  the 
corporate  jurisdiction  to  this,  as  well  as,  generally,  to 
every  subordinate  object,  connected  with  the  health, 
order,  and  tranquility,  of  the  city,  are  incidental  regu- 
lations which  will,  naturally,  suggest  themselves  in 
the  course  of  your  deliberations  upon  the  principal  sub- 
ject. 

I  will  not.  Gentlemen,  apologize  for  the  length,  or 
the  solicitude  of  the  representation  with  which  you 
have  been  thus  addressed.  The  period  is  almost  ar- 
rived, when  the  constitution  of  the  state  ordains  that 
our  intercourse  as  legislative  and  executive  function- 
aries^ shall  terminate:  aod  it  is  natural  that  I  shouhj 
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wish  to  secure,  for  the  last  act  of  mj  administration, 
the  pride  and  the  solace  of  contributing  to  rescue  our 
country  from  the  greatest  physical  evil,  to  which  it  has 
ever  been  exposed. 

The  sentiment,  that  I  have  just  delivered  does  not 
lose  its  influence,  when  proceeding  to  lay  before  you. 
Gentlemen,  the  general  state  of  the  Commonwealth, 
I  feel  an  earnest  desire,  that  your  attention  may  be 
devoted  during  the  existing  session  (the  last,  I  repeat, 
in  whose  business  I  shall  probably  have  the  honor  of 
participating)  to  those  other  objects  of  public  improve- 
ment, which,  notwithstanding  the  judgment  and  dili- 
gence of  your  predecessors,  are  still  wanting  to  the 
operation  and  energy  of  our  political  system.  Though 
my  former  communications  contain  a  specification  of 
the  objects  alluded  to,  you  will  indulge  me  in  selecting, 
for  their  superior  importance,  the  organization  of  the 
militia,  and  the  amendment  of  our  laws  for  the  admin- 
istration of  justice.  To  a  free  people,  deserving  a 
continuance  of  the  blessings  of  freedom,  there  can  be 
nothing  more  precious  than  the  exclusive  and  uncon- 
trouled  possession  of  the  power  to  protect  their  civil 
rights  and  institutions  from  every  species  of  violation; 
— a  power  whose  exercise  shall  be  the  privilege  of  all, 
not  merely  the  profession  of  a  part  of  the  community. 
In  a  state  of  national  war,  indeed,  the  auxiliary  of  a 
standing  army  has  become  an  unavoidable  resource; 
but,  whether  in  a  state  of  war  or  of  peace,  those  who 
have  willed  the  existence  of  a  government,  must  be 
the  surest,  safest,  guardians  of  its  legitimate  authority. 
Hence  the  precautions,  which  are  incorporated,  upon 
this  subject,  with  the  supreme  law  of  the  confedera- 
tion; and  hence  that  public  spirit,  which  at  the  present 
period  animates  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is 
cherished,  I  am  persuaded  with  unabated  ardor,  in 
every  district  of  the  union.  The  recent  military  pre- 
parations of  the  federal  government,  in  the  prospect 


4 14  Papers  of  the  GovernofS. 

of  a  foreign  war,  required  the  co-operation  of  the  mili- 
tia, and  my  best  efforts  have  been  employed  to  embody 
and  discipline  the  quota  of  this  state.  Though  the 
contract  for  the  purchase  of  imported  muskets  remains 
unexecuted,  for  the  reason  formerly  assigned,  a  partial 
supply  from  the  domestic  manufacturers  (whose  pro- 
gress will  be  the  subject  of  a  separate  report)  has 
enabled  me  to  arm  several  of  the  volunteer  corps,  upon 
the  principle  of  distribution,  recognized  by  the  act  of 
Assembly.  The  other  equipments  have  been  procured 
at  the  expence  of  the  individuals;  and  I  can  generally, 
assure  you,  that  the  laudable  enterprize  and  emolutiou 
of  our  fellow  citizens,  summoned  to  the  service  of  their 
country,  have  hitherto  supplied  most  of  the  defects 
of  our  militia  law.  You  will  now%  however,  be  con- 
strained by  the  urgent  inducements,  arising  from  the 
state  of  our  national  affairs,  to  remove  those  defects; 
and  particularly  to  introduce  efficient  regulations  for 
enrollment  and  discipline.  To  the  measures  already 
adopted  for  obtaining  arms,  it  will  be  expedient  to 
add,  a  provision  for  furnishing  the  respective  corps  of 
artillery  with  field  pieces;  a  provision  for  establishing 
magazines  of  ammunition,  and  camp  equipage,  in  con- 
venient stations;  and  a  provision  for  defraying  the  mis- 
cellaneous contingent  expences  of  the  militia,  as  well 
as  for  allowing  a  more  adequate  compensation  to  those 
officers,  whose  duties  require  their  constant  attention. 
A  people  thus  trained,  and  thus  prepared,  can  never 
fail  to  command  justice  and  respect  abroad,  nor  to  pre- 
serve liberty  and  order  at  home. 

The  necessity  of  reviving  our  judicial  institutions, 
becomes  daily  more  imperious,  from  the  accumulation 
of  business,  which  (independent  of  the  casualties,  that 
have  lately  affected  the  Courts  of  Justice,  in  common 
with  every  other  public  department)  is  a  natural  conse- 
quence of  the  increase  of  population,  the  extension  of 
our  trade,  and  the  improvement  of  our  soil.     I  will  not 
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presume,  Gentlemen,  to  detail  all  the  modifications,  of 
which  the  existing  system  is  susceptible;  but  it  is  too 
obvious  to  escape  remark,  that  the  number  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  well  as  the  power  of 
the  Court  in  matters  of  Equity,  ought  to  be  augmented; 
and  that  the  grievance  of  compelling  suitors  from  the 
remote  counties,  to  resort  for  the  benefit  of  all  appel- 
late process,  as  well  as  to  attend  for  the  ultimate  deci- 
sion of  their  causes,  at  the  seat  of  government,  ought 
to  be  redressed.  The  incidents  that  occurred  during 
the  affliction  of  the  city,  will,  likewise,  suggest  the  ex- 
pediency of  a  general  regulation,  impowering  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  on  every  similar  emer- 
gency, to  hold  the  terms  in  any  part  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia;  and  to  direct  the  Sheriff  (whose  humane 
interposition,  on  the  late  occasion,  will,  undoubtedly 
receive  legislative  approbation  and  indemnity)  to  re- 
move his  prisoners  from  any  pestilential  danger,  to  a 
place  of  safety.  In  other  respects  the  condition  of 
unfortunate  debtors  (while  our  jurisprudence  shall 
continue  to  tolerate  the  rigorous  process  that  pro- 
duces it)  will  attract  a  compassionate  attention:  but 
the  manifest  want  of  accommodation  in  the  apartment 
row  allotted  to  them,  induces  me,  in  particular,  to 
recommend  the  establishment  of  prison  bounds;  as 
an  alleviation,  which  may  not  only  be  rendered  per- 
fectly consistent  with  every  claim  of  private  right,  and 
every  principle  of  public  policy,  but  which  has  long- 
been  sanctioned  by  the  institutions  of  several  of  our 
sister  states,  as  w^ell  as  by  the  practice  of  that  country 
from  which  the  law  of  imprisonment  for  debt  was  itself 
derived. 

I  am  not  aware,  that  our  Penal  Code  requires  any 
material  alteration,  with  a  view  to  its  municipal  ef- 
fects; except,  that  it  is  always  inconvenient,  and  some- 
times oppressive,  that  a  culprit,  who  has  been  con- 
victed at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  held  by  the 
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Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  any  distant  county, 
should  be  brought  to  Philadelphia  to  receive  his  sen- 
tence. But  reflecting  upon  the  state  of  society,  and 
knowing  how  essential  it  is  to  the  peace  and  stability 
of  our  government,  that  the  administration  of  justice 
should  be  preserved  from  every  taint  of  party,  from 
every  suspicion  of  influence,  I  should  not  acquit  myself 
to  our  constituents,  were  I  to  neglect  this  opportunity 
(when  I  believe,  no  reasonable  cause  of  complaint  has 
occurred)  to  advise,  with  a  view  to  our  federate  asso- 
ciation, a  change  in  the  mode  of  returning  jurors,  for 
the  presentment  and  trial  of  offences.  By  the  act  of 
Congress,  the  mode  practised  in  the  individual  states, 
respectively,  upon  this  subject,  is  adopted  by  the 
United  States;  and  therefore,  as  in  Pennsylvania^  the 
Sheriffs  are  constituted  the  returning  officers  for  the 
State  Courts,  the  Marshall  of  the  district  becomes,  of 
course,  the  returning  officer  of  the  Federal  Courts. 
The  Sheriffs  of  Pennsylvania,  however,  are  chosen  by 
the  people;  they  hold  their  offices,  independently  for 
a  definite  term;  and  that  term  being  expired,  they 
cannot  be  re-elected  till  several  years  have  afterwards 
elapsed;  whereas  the  Marshall  holds  his  office  by  the 
appointment,  and  simply,  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union;  there  is  no  principle  of 
rotation  to  restrain  his  eligibility  to  the  same  station; 
nor  is  there  any  principle  of  disqualification  to  exclude 
him  from  a  cotemporaneous  enjoyment  of  all  the  other 
favors  of  the  Executive.  The  bare  statement  of  these 
circumstances,  sufficiently  points  out  the  mischief  that 
may  be  apprehended  (a  mischief  against  which  many, 
if  not  all,  of  our  sister  states  are  guarded)  and  it  is  left, 
implicitly,  to  your  wisdom,  to  discover  and  apply  a 
remedy. 

The  Wyoming  controversy,  to  which,  for  several 
years,  my  legislative  communications  have  anxiously 
adverted,  continues  to  demand  an  exertion,  on  the 
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part  of  the  government,  to  vindicate  to  its  own  au- 
thority, and  to  protect  the  violated  rights  of  its  citi- 
zens. Every  symptom  of  irresolution,  every  hour  of 
procrastination,  must,  inevitably,  increase  the  difficul- 
ties to  be  encountered :  And,  permit  me  to  remind  you, 
Gentlemen,  that  the  situation  of  the  distant  districts 
of  Pennsylvania,  involving,  in  numerous  instances,  a 
dangerous  condition  between  the  legal  titles  of  paten- 
tees, and  the  equitable  claims  of  actual  settlers,  will 
furnish  an  impressive  warning  against  the  establish- 
ment of  a  precedent  for  spurning  the  lawful  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  state,  with  triumphant  impunity.  It  is 
still,  however,  I  believe,  practicable  to  terminate  the 
contest  in  Wyoming,  by  the  grant  of  a  reasonable 
equivalent,  in  money  or  land,  for  the  claim  of  either 
of  the  parties;  but,  whether  you  shall  be  pleased  to 
pursue  that  course,  or  to  adopt  a  coercive  system,  I  an- 
ticipate an  acquiescence  in  the  opinion,  that  your  reso- 
lution should  be  equally  prompt,  explicit  and  decisive, 
Prudence,  likewise,  dictates,  that  some  precautions 
should  be  taken,  in  relation  to  the  prospect  of  similar 
disputes,  in  other  parts  of  the  state.  It  is  time,  that 
an  entire  draft  should  be  returned  into  the  Land  Office 
of  the  various  surveys,  which  the  deputy  surveyor^ 
have  made  in  their  respective  districts ;  that  the  vacant 
public  lands  should  be  ascertained;  that  all  persons 
claiming  lands  by  virtue  of  warrants,  or  settlements, 
should  be  required  to  exhibit  a  specification  of  their 
claims;  and  that  a  mode  of  payment,  or  commutation, 
should  be  prescribed,  for  the  case  of  unsatisfied  war- 
rants. Connected  with  this  view  of  our  territorial 
policy,  it  may  be  pmper  to  observe,  that  the  present 
process  for  the  sale  of  unseated  lands,  to  discharge  the 
county  taxes,  may  be  perverted  (and  it  is  to  be  feared, 
has  already  been  perverted)  to  the  purposes  of  an  un- 
just and  pernicious  speculation.     A  reasonable  notice, 
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either  personal,  or  by  advertisement,  should,  surely, 
be  given  to  the  absent  proprietors,  before  their  pro- 
perty is  exposed  to  auction;  and  it  would,  perhaps,  be 
even  more  advantageous  to  the  public,  than  to  the  in- 
dividuals, if  an  arrangement  could  be  made,  authoriz- 
ing a  payment  of  the  county  taxes,  into  the  hands  of 
the  State  Treasurer. 

The  institution  of  public  schools,  in  obedience  to  a 
constitutional  injunction;  a  revision  of  the  laws  for 
regulating  elections,  and  for  relieving  the  poor;  the 
revival  of  a  bankrupt  system;  and  the  other  general 
objects  of  the  legislative  trust,  which  have  been  al- 
ready enumerated,  form  so  great  a  mass  of  important 
business,  that  I  shall  carefully  avoid  every  unneces- 
sary addition  to  its  pressure,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  i>resent  session.  Reviewing,  indeed,  the  volu- 
minous state  of  our  private  laws,  and  forming  a  just 
estimate  of  the  value  of  your  time,  I  am  prompted  to 
intimate  a  wish,  that  you  would  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  vesting  the  county  courts  with  that  jurisdic- 
tion, for  regulating  ferries,  mill-dams,  and  fisheries, 
and  even  for  erecting  election  districts,  the  exercise  of 
which  has  hitherto  been  so  laborious  and  so  expensive 
to  the  Legislature.  A  report  from  the  Land  Offices,  on 
the  situation  of  their  department;  a  report  from  the 
Agent  of  Information,  on  the  progress  in  the  improve- 
ment of  our  roads  and  inland  navigation;  and  a  report 
from  the  officers  of  accounts,  on  the  state  of  our 
finances,  will  be  seasonably  presented  to  you.  I  have, 
also,  directed  to  be  laid  before  you,  the  propositions  for 
an  amendment  to  the  federal  constitution,  which  wer^i 
lately  adopted  by  the  Legislatures  of  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut,  and  have  been  transmitted  to  me  by 
the  Governors  of  those  states,  with  a  view  to  obtain 
the  concurrence  of  Pennsylvania.  This  expression  Of 
opinion,  by  two  such  respectable  members  of  the  con- 
federation,  upon  an   interesting  subject  of  national 
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policy  (the  privileges  to  be  allowed,  or  denied,  in  the 
case  of  citizenship  acquired  by  naturalization)  is  en- 
titled to  a  serious  consideration;  and  will,  undoubtedly, 
receive  all  the  co-operation,  which  you  shall  deem  com- 
patible with  our  domestic  prosperity,  and  the  para- 
mount, immutable,  obligations  of  justice. 

From  the  view  that  will  be  exhibited  of  our  finances, 
you  will  perceive,  that  to  a  specie  balance  of  68,059 
dollars  and  11  cents,  which  remained  in  the  treasury 
on  the  first  of  January,  1798,  there  has  been  added, 
from  the  various  sources  of  public  revenue,  153,345 
dollars  and  45  cents,  making  together  the  sum  of  221, 
404  dollars  and  56  cents.  The  disbursements  during 
the  current  year,  for  the  expences  of  government,  the 
redemption  of  the  unfunded  debt,  the  payment  of  pen- 
sions, the  purchase  of  arms,  the  improvement  of  roads 
and  rivers,  and  various  other  subordinate  objects  of 
appropriation,  have  amounted  to  the  sum  of  180,438 
dollars  and  93  cents;  so  that,  on  the  1st  of  November 
last,  the  surplus  in  the  treasury  amounted  to  40,985 
dollars  and  63  cents,  and  of  this  surplus,  a  great  propor- 
tion will,  probably,  be  unexpended,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  ensuing  year. 

For  the  services  of  the  ensuing  year,  however,  you 
have  already  been  sufficiently  apprised,  that  a  very 
considerable  supply  will  be  requisite.  The  ordinary 
and  contingent  expences  of  government,  may  be  esti- 
mated at  the  sum  of  140,000  dollars;  the  incidental 
expences  of  the  militia  will,  at  least,  amount  to  7,500 
dollars;  and  the  pension  list  absorbs  an  annual  sum  of 
5,000  dollars.  But  to  these  charges  there  must  be 
added,  the  extraordinary  demands  for  the  relief  and 
security  of  the  citj;,  as  well  as  a  proportion  of  the  bal- 
ances of  unsatisfied  appropriations,  which  amount,  for 
the  redemption  of  the  state  debt,  to  50,215  dollars  and 
63  cents;  for  the  payment  of  the  bills  of  credit  emitted 
in  the  years  1781  and  1785,  to  21,365  dollars  and  11 
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cents;  for  the  improvement  of  roads  and  rivers  to  30,- 
890  dollars  and  98  cents;  and  for  the  purchase  of  arms 
to  219,097  dollars  and  58  cents.  You  cannot,  therefore, 
I.  think,  satisfactorily  compute  the  aggregate  of  the 
funds,  which  it  is  now  necessary  to  provide  for  the 
public  use,  at  less  than  a  sum  of  200,000  dollars. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  affords  me  peculiar 
pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  recovery  of  the  note.^ 
and  cash,  of  which  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania  had  been 
robbed,  (in  a  manner,  and  at  a  season,  that  will  not 
admit  of  any  imputation  upon  the  integrity  or  vigilance 
of  its  officers)  affords  a  critical  assurance  that  there 
will  be  no  abatement  in  the  revenue  arising  to  the  state 
from  the  dividend  on  the  stock  of  that  institution. 
This  source,  therefore,  may  be  expected  to  produce  a 
sum  of  80,000  dollars;  and  the  interest  on  the  stock  of 
the  United  States,  the  property  of  Pennsylvania,  will 
yield  a  sum  of  6,840  dollars.  The  fluctuating  revenues, 
collected  from  the  Secretary's  office  and  the  Land- 
office,  the  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  the  fees  on  writs, 
marriage  and  tavern  licenses,  court  and  militia  fines, 
and  the  arrearages  of  the  state  taxes,  will,  probably, 
furnish  70,000  dollars;  and  these  several  sums,  added 
to  a  surplus  of  30,000  dollars,  on  which  we  may  fairly 
calculate,  as  resulting  from  the  receipts  of  the  current 
year,  establish  an  aggregate  fund  of  186,840  dollars. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

The  duty  which  now,  more  particularly,  devolves  on 
you,  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  government,  will  be  executed,  I  am  confident, 
in  a  judicious  and  satisfactory  manner.  The  difference 
between  the  amount  of  the  demands  for  the  service  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  the  product  of  our  existing 
revenues,  is  not,  in  itself,  very  material;  but,  still,  to 
preserve  punctuality  in  the  performance  of  our  public 
engagements,  and  to  avoid  embarrassment  in  our  fiscal 
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transactions,  you  will  deem  it  proper  to  ensure  a  re- 
ceipt of  money  at  the  treasury,  at  least  co-extensive 
with  the  prospect  of  expenditure. 

The  sale  of  certain  city  lots,  which  belong  to  the 
state,  either  as  the  original  proprietor,  or  by  escheat, 
and  which  have  lately  been  valued  at  35,000  dollars; 
the  sale,  or  the  rent,  of  the  house  erected  by  the  state 
on  Ninth  street;  and  a  moderate  augmentation  of  the 
fees  collected  through  the  medium  of  the  public 
offices;  may  be  resorted  to  with  ease  and  certainty. 
But,  I  confess,  that  it  continues  to  be  a  favorite  maxim 
in  my  theory  of  the  administration  of  a  republican  sys- 
tem, that,  whetever  may  be  the  wealth  of  a  state,  the 
charge  of  supporting  its  government  should  fall  di- 
rectly and  individually  on  its  citizens.  The  imposition 
of  an  adequate  tax  for  the  specific  purpose,  is  calcu- 
lated to  produce  vigilance  in  the  people  and  oeconomy 
in  the  magistrates;  while  the  general  treasure  of  the 
community  is  left  to  be  employed,  with  greater  effect, 
in  works  of  public  improvement. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

The  very  serious  aspect,  which  the  state  of  our  na- 
tional affairs  has  assumed,  in  relation  to  the  republic 
of  France,  excites  universal  attention,  and  must,  in- 
cidentally, affect  the  course  of  your  deliberations.  It 
was  reasonable  to  expect,  that  the  jealousy,  with  which 
belligerant  powers  have,  at  all  times,  analysed  the  con- 
duct of  a  neutral  country,  would,  in  the  progress  of 
the  present  European  war,  expose  the  acts  of  our  gov- 
ernment to  imputations  of  an  illicit  partiality;  but  it 
could  not  have  been  within  the  scope  of  a  candid  anti- 
cipation to  predict,  that  France,  to  whom  we  were  al- 
lied, even  more  by  sentiment  than  by  compact,  would, 
under  any  delusion,  wilfully  violate  the  rights,  plun- 
der the  property,  and  spurn  the  friendship,  of  a  nation, 


422  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

whose  independence  she  had  gloriously  assisted  to  es- 
tablish. Such,  nevertheless,  being  the  wonderful  vicis- 
situde, which  a  few  years  have  produced,  we  are  com- 
pelled, not  only  to  supersede  the  attachment,  founded 
in  our  gratitude  for  former  services,  by  a  strong,  sense 
of  recent  injury;  but  to  extinguish,  in  an  honest  de- 
testation of  the  abuse  of  power,  that  admiration,  which 
the  first  efforts  of  the  French  revolution  had  inspired. 
In  full  refutation,  therefore,  of  the  calumnies,  with 
which  the  American  character  has  been  insulted  at 
home,  as  well  as  abroad,  we  behold  a  perfect  unanimity 
in  the  resolution  of  the  people,  to  maintain  the  dignity 
and  the  rights  of  our  government,  against  the  arro- 
gance and  the  force  of  every  foreign  power.  Relying, 
indeed,  implicitly,  on  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of 
those,  to  whom  the  federal  authority  is  intrusted,  still 
to  avert,  by  every  honorable  means,  the  calamities  of 
war,  our  fellow  citizens  are,  every  where,  employed  in 
active  preparations  to  encounter  the  awful  alternative, 
with  energy  and  fortitude. 

This  state  of  the  public  sentiment,  which  bids  de> 
fiance  to  every  danger  from  external  outrage,  while  our 
geographical  position  seems  almost  to  place  us  beyond 
the  sphere  of  foreign  ambition,  will,  likewise,  I  fiatter 
myself,  have  a  salutary  tendency,  to  restore  the  confi- 
dence and  harmony  of  our  domestic  scene.  The  spirit 
of  party,  intolerant  and  vindictive,  has  evidently  raged 
too  long  for  the  peace  and  reputation  of  our  country; 
— discolouring,  on  the  one  hand,  the  current  of  public, 
transactions,  and,  on  the  other,  undermining  that  equal 
exercise  of  the  rights  of  private  opinion,  which  is,  at 
once,  the  proof  and  the  preservative  of  a  free  constitu- 
tion. But  should  the  present  fair  and  favorable  op- 
portunity be  embraced  (and  it  is  peculiarly  incumbent 
on  every  public  agent  to  embrace  it)  to  rescue  us  from 
these  deprecated  effects :  If  the  principles  of  a  mutual 
and  merited  confidence  shall  be  seasonably  dissemi- 
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nated,  between  tlie  government  and  the  people,  and 
between  citizen  and  citizen;  if  talents  and  merit  shall 
be  indiscriminately  selected  and  rewarded  for  their 
intrinsic  worth  alone;  and  if,  in  short,  the  standard  of 
political  parties  shall  cease  to  be  a  measure  for  moral 
perfection; — then,  Gentlemen,  we  may  hope  long  to 
continue  united  and  happy  as  a  people; — free,  inde- 
pendent, and  powerful  as  a  republic. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  December  Tth,  1798. 


To  the  Assembly  with  the  Kentucky  resolutions  and 
respecting  the  Philadelphia  prison. 

Gentlemen : 

IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  REQUEST  OF  THE 
Governor  of  Kentucky,  I  submit  to  your  considera- 
tion sundry  resolutions,  entered  into  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  state,  relative  to  certain  measures  of 
the  general  government. 

This  opportunity  will,  likewise,  be  taken  to  present 
a  memorial  from  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  prison 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia;  and  I  earnestly 
recommend  an  early  and  liberal  attention  to  the  inter- 
ests of  that  institution— ^s  an  object  of  great  policy. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  January  23d,  1709. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  roads  and  a  pubHc  burial 
ground. 
Gentlemen: 

I  HAVE  DIRECTED  TO  BE  PRESENTED  TO  YOU, 
a  general  report  of  the  state  of  the  contracts  for 
improving  the  ix)ads  and  inland  navigation  of  the 
state. 
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This  opportunity  will  likewise  be  taken  to  deliver  a 
representation,  that  has  been  communicated  to  me, 
relative  to  the  appropriation  of  a  burying  ground,  for 
strangers,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which  was  for- 
merly authorized  to  be  made,  but  which  has  not  been 
carried  compleatly  into  effect.  It  appears  to  be  just 
and  proper,  that  the  object  of  the  representation 
should  be  complied  with,  but  as  a  doubt  occurs  on  the 
power  of  the  Executive,  permit  me  to  recommend  the 
subject  to  your  consideration. 

THOMAfe  NEIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  February  28th,  1799. 


To  the    Assembly    concerning    the    insurrection    in 
Northampton  County. 

Gentlemen : 

IT  IS  A:NN0UNCED,  by  a  proclamation  is- 
sued by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated 
the  twelfth  instant,  that  "combinations,  to  defeat 
the  executions  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  have 
existed  in  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Montgomery 
and  J3ucks,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,"  that,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  President,  "if  is  necessary  to  call  forth 
the  military  force,  in  order  to  suppress  the  combination 
aforesaid;"  and  that  the  President  has  "accordingly 
determined  so  to  do,  under  th*^  'solemn  conviction,  that 
the  essential  interests  of  the  United  States  demand  it." 
Though  I  have  received  no  communication  from  the 
President,  on  this  important  occasion,  yet  it  is  my 
duty,  as  Executive  Magistrate  of  Pennsylvania,  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  subject,  that,  if  any  measures 
ought  to  l)e  taken,  on  the  part  of  the  state,  to  co 
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operate  with  tlie  Federal  Government,  they  may  be 
deAdsed  and  authorized  by  the  Legislature. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  March  14th,  1799. 


To  the  Assembly  approving  an  act  for  the  removal 
of  the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  THIS  DAY,  APPROVED  AND   SIGNED 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled,  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,"  and  I  have 
directed  the  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth  to  return 
the  same  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia,  April  3d,  1799. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  a  health  bill. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  BILL,  ENTITLED,  "AN  ACT  FOR  ESTAB- 
lishing  an  Health-office  for  securing  the  city  and 
port  of  Philadelphia  from  the  introduction  of  pes- 
tilential and  contagious  diseases,"  was  presented,  for 
my  consideration,  yesterday  afternoon;  and  I  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  return  it  with  the  following 
objection  against  its  being  passed  into  a  law. 

By  the  eighth  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
constitution,  it  is  provided,  th^t  "the  Governor  shall 
appoint  all  officers,  whose  offices  are  established  by 
this  constitution,  or  shall  be  established  by  law,  and 
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whose  appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided 
for." 

By  the  first  section  of  the  bill  under  consideration, 
it  is  declared,  that  "the  Board  of  Health  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  an  Health  officer  and  Quarantine 
Master  and  such  other  officers  and  servants  as,  from 
time  to  time,  shall  be  found  necessary  to  perform  the 
several  duties  required  by  this  act  and  their  future 
regulations,  and  to  remove  any  of  the  officers  and  ser- 
vants by  them  appointed  and  appoint  others  in  their 
places." 

The  offices  of  Health  Officer  and  Quarantin^e  Master 
it  is  proposed  to  establish  by  law;  and  as  there  is  no 
special  provision  in  the  constitution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  officers,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
unconstitutional  to  vest  the  power  of  appointment  in 
any  other  person  or  persons  than  the  Governor  of  the 
commonwealth. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 

Philadelphia,  April  11th,  1799. 


Opening  address  to  the  Assembly — 1799. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

THOITGH  WE  MUST  AGAIN  UNITE  IN  LAMENT- 
ing  the  return  of  the  contagious  fever,  that  has 
for  several  years  afflicted  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and  its  suburbs,  you  will  derive  great  consolation  from 
a  comparative  abatement  in  the  mortality  of  the  dis- 
ease, as  well  as  in  the  concomitant  distresses  and  ex- 
penses. 

By  the  report  of  the 'Board  of  Health,  it  appears  that 
the  whole  number  of  interments  within  the  afflicted 
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space,  from  the  lOtli  of  Jnlj  to  the  31st  of  October, 
did  not  exceed  1,276 — 193  cases  occurring  in  the  Hos- 
pital (into  which  324  patients  had,  at  different  times, 
been  admitted,)  and  the  rest  of  the  cases  comprising 
651  adults  and  432  children.  The  pecuniary  receipts 
of  the  Board  from  April  to  November  have  produced 
little  more  than  a  sum  of  11,000  dollars;  and  the  ex- 
penditures during  the  same  period,  for  the  permanent 
and  ordinary,  as  well  as  for  the  extraordinary  and 
casual  objects  of  the  institution,  have  only  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  12,318  dollars. 

With  this  review,  it  would  be  unjust  to  omit  an  ac- 
knowledgement of  i3ublic  obligation,  for  the  vigilance, 
circumspection,  and  oeconomy  of  the  Managers  and 
other  officers  of  the  department.  Instructed  and  stim- 
ulated by  such  an  example;  aided  by  the  judicious  and 
liberal  plans  of  the  Corporation  of  Philadelphia;  for 
watering  and  cleansing  the  city;  and  patronized  by  a 
wise  and  beneficient  Legislature,  in  projecting  and  en- 
forcing every  precaution  for  the  safety  of  the  port, 
the  successors  to  this  important  trust,  will,  1  am  confi- 
dent, be  enabled,  in  future,  to  suppress  all  unneces- 
sary alarm,  and  to  avert  the  danger  of  pestilence,  or 
contagion,  by  whatever  avenue  it  may  threaten  to 
approach. 

Of  the  various  objects  contemplated  by  the  existing 
laws,  none  seem  to  me,  gentlemen,  more  interesting, 
than  an  amicable  termination  of  the  controversy, 
which  has  too  long  subsisted,  for  the  honor  and  safety 
of  the  state,  in  relation  to  the  lands  lying  within  the 
boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  but  claimed  under  a  title 
from  Connecticut.  The  Pennsylvania  claimants  have 
promptly  and  cheerfully  acceded  to  the  terms  pre- 
scribed by  the  act  of  Assembly,  but  I  am  sorry  to  add, 
that  on  the  part  of  the  Connecticut  settlers,  there  has 
been  no  intimation,  of  an  intention  or  disposition,  to 
embrace  the  offered  compromise.     The  subject  must, 


428  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

therefore,  be  resumed  in  the  course  of  our  delibera- 
tions; but  if  you  should  determine  yet  longer  to  mani- 
fest the  forbearance  and  liberality  of  our  government, 
it  will,  at  least,  be  expedient  partially  to  suspend  tht- 
operation  of  the  law,  for  the  limitation  of  actions  to  be 
brought  for  the  inheritance,  or  possession,  of  real  pro- 
perty, so  that  the  occupants  of  the  disputed  soil,  may 
not  derive  a  legal  advantage  over  their  opponents,  from 
a  mere  lapse  of  time. 

The  preliminary  steps  have  been  taken,  for  disposing 
of  the  several  tracts  of  land  adjoining  the  towns  of 
Erie,  Franklin,  Warren  and  Waterford,  and  for  laying 
out  the  several  highways  directed  by  law.  The  reports 
of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  superintend  those 
specific  objects,  as  well  as  the  report  of  the  agent  ap- 
pointed, generally,  to  examine  the  execution  of  the 
various  contracts  relative  to  roads  and  rivers,  will  be 
seasonably  communicated  to  you.  It  has,  indeed,  been 
uniformly,  a  favorite  act,  in  the  discharge  of  my  Execu- 
tive duty,  to  recommend  improvements  of  this  nature, 
to  the  attention  and  bounty  of  the  Legislature,  as  the 
means,  not  only  of  advancing  public  and  private  opu- 
lence, but  of  extending  the  sphere  of  social  inter- 
course, combining  the  territorial  interests  of  the  state, 
and  diffusing  throughout  the  community,  the  blessings 
of  confidence  and  concord. 

In  proceeding  to  advert  to  subjects,  which,  at  this 
time,  demand  the  Legislative  interposition,  a  grateful 
reflection  will  naturally  arise,  on  the  wisdom,  the 
labors  and  the  merit  of  your  predecessors.  Since  the 
establishment  of  our  present  Constitution,  we  have 
been  extricated,  on  the  one  hand,  from  the  pressure 
of  a  heavy  debt,  accumulated  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  and  on  the  other  hand,  a  source  of  revenue  was 
opened  which,  independent  of  taxation,  has  proved, 
for  many  years  adequate  to  all  the  pecuniary  objects 
of  our  Government.    The  penal  code  of  Pennsylvania, 
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which  even,  as  an  experiment  excited  the  admiration 
of  foreign  nations,  as  well  as  of  sister  states,  has  been 
rendered,  by  unquestionable  success,  the  object  of 
their  imitation.  .  A  system  of  jurisprudence,  at  once 
enlightened,  liberal,  and  efficient  has  been  introduced 
and  cultivated:  Works  of  public  utility  have  been  un- 
dertaken with  judgment,  and  prosecuted  with  ardor. 
In  short,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Legislature  thus  dis- 
played, the  general  face  of  the  country  has  been  en- 
livened and  adorned;  industry,  operating  in  all  its 
channels,  has  developed  the  stores  of  commercial  and 
agricultural  wealth,  while  seats  of  arts  and  sciences 
have  been  every  where  erected. 

Where  so  much  has  been  done,  little  c»n  remain,  on 
general  principles  to  do.  In  the  detail,  however,  prac- 
tice and  experience,  the  constant  fluctuation  of  human 
affairs,  and  the  progressive  enlargement  of  political 
views,  will,  inevitably,  suggest  something  to  modify 
and  something  to  ameliorate. 

For  instance,  in  the  Judicial  department,  the  number 
of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  is  obviously  in- 
sufficient for  performing  the  duties  of  their  station; 
while  the  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  since  the 
late  organization  of  the  Circuit  courts,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  an  expensive  and  unnecessary  institution. 
Kor  must  it  be  overlooked,  that  the  present  mode  of 
returning  Jurors,  with  relation  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Federal  courts,  is  radically  wrong;  and  may,  in  its 
application,  be  rendered  partial  and  oppressive.  It  is 
a  principal  of  the  constitution  of  the  Union,  as  well  as 
of  Pennsylvania,  that  the  departments  of  government 
should  be  preserved  distinct  and  independent;  but  is 
not  this  principle  violated,  whenever  an  officer,  holding 
his  office  at  the  will  of  the  Executive  authority,  nomi- 
nates the  persons  who  shall  decide  judicial  questions, 
arising  on  prosecutions  for  offences  against  the  State; 
I  rejoice  in  an  opportunity  of  again  introducing  this 


430  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

subject  to  your  attention,  before  any  just  cause  of 
complaint  has  occurred;  and  T  am  persuaded  that 
without  regard  to  what  may  be  the  state  of  parties 
now,  or  hereafter,  such  cautionary  regulations  will  be 
adopted,  as  an  impartial  and  enlightened  policy  shall 
dictate  and  approve. 

The  law  respecting  General  Elections  presents,  like- 
wise, several  topics  for  revision  and  amendment.  The 
right  of  voting  is  thought,  in  some  instances,  to  be 
imperfectly  defined,  and  a  pi*o vision  is  certainly  want- 
ing to  prevent  a  deprivation  of  the  elective  franchise, 
where  any  citizen  has  been  accidentally  omitted  in 
the  assessment  of  taxes,  or  an  assessment  may  not 
have  been  mgPde  within  such  periods,  as  would  furnish 
a  general  opportunity  of  complying  with  the  terms  of 
the  constitution.  It  may  be  added  as  a  wish,  that 
the  precautions  pursued  in  other  countries,  for  with- 
drawing the  military  from  the  scene  of  popular  elec- 
tions, should  be  here  introduced;  but  this,  perhaps, 
is  a  point  that  lies  properly  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
Congress,  and  to  the  wisdom  of  that  honorable  body 
it  may  be  implicitly  referred. 

The  ellHcacy  of  the  martial  law,  which  was  passed 
at  the  last  session,  cannot  yet  be  fully  ascertained; 
but  the  patriotic  ardour,  that  breathes  throughout' 
the  state,  affords  an  honorable  assurance,  that  every 
effort  will  be  made  by  our  constituents,  to  render  the 
militia  the  surest  (as  it  must  always  be  the  safest)  in- 
strument, for  the  support  of  national  independence, 
and  the  preservation  of  domestic  order.  The  pattern 
standards  for  regimental  colours  have  been  procured 
and  deposited,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  act 
of  Assembly:  and  during  the  session  you  will  receive 
a  general  statement  of  the  number  and  distribution  of 
the  arms,  which  have  been  manufactured  for  the  pub- 
lic use. 
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In  recurring  to  the  constitution,  gentlemen,  you  will 
find  that  it  is  necessary  before  your  adjournment, 
to  pass  a  law  for  making  the  septennial  enumeration 
of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  state,  prescribed  by 
the  4th  section  of  the  1st  article:  And  permit  me  to 
remind  you,  that  another  constitutional  injunction, 
the  establishment  of  public  schools  for  the  gratuitous 
instruction  of  the  poor,  still  remains  inoperative  and 
unexecuted.  But  there  is  nothing  more  important  to 
the  political  rights  and  interests  of  the  people  thau 
their  participation  in  the  choice  of  a  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  through  the 
medium  of  Electors,  appointed  in  such  manner  as  the 
Legislature  may  direct.  Your  legislative  duty  will, 
therefore,  require  an  early  attention  to  this  subject; 
and  I  trust,  that  resorting  either  to  the  precedents  al- 
ready established,  or  to  your  more  immediate  know- 
ledge of  the  public  opinion  and  wishes,  no  difficulty 
will  occur  in  adopting  the  mode  of  election,  that  will 
be  most  satisfactory  to  our  constituents,  and  best 
adapted  to  the  purpose  contemplated. 

For  a  period  of  almost  ten  years,  during  which  the 
expenses  of  government  have  been  unavoidably  great, 
and  the  appropriations  for  public  improvements  have 
been  liberal,  beyond  all  former  example,  let  it  be  re- 
peated that  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  have  been  ex- 
onerated from  every  species  of  state  taxation.  But 
the  arrearages  of  taxes  antecedently  imposed,  the 
product  of  the  land-office  and  other  temporary,  or 
mutable,  sources  of  supply,  ceasing,  in  the  usual  de- 
gree, to  enrich  the  public  treasury;  while  the  duties  on 
sales  at  auction  are  pledged  for  the  payment  of  a  spe- 
cific debt,  and  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  government 
considerably  diminishes  the  amount  of  fees  for  the 
attestation  of  the  public  seals;  it  has,  at  length,  be- 
come indispensable  to  the  credit  and  operations  of  the 
state,  that  a  small,  but  certain  contribution  should  be 
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collected  from  our  constituents,  in  aid  of  the  perma 
nent  revenue. 

The  balance  of  38,889  dollars  and  68  cents,  which 
remained  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  January 
last  had  been  augmented  to  the  sum  of  255,860  dollars 
and  61  cents,  by  the  accumulation  of  various  payments, 
made  previously  to  the  1st  day  of  November,  and  a 
loan  of  50,000  dollars  from  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania; 
but  the  disbursements,  during  the  same  period,  having 
amounted  to  200,527  dollars  and  12  cents,  there  was  no 
more  in  the  treasury,  on  the  latter  day,  than  55,333  dol- 
lars; and  that  sum  was  subject  to  many  heavy  appro- 
priations, so  that  at  the  close  of  the  present  year,  the 
surplus  cannot  be,  reasonably,  computed  higher  than 
45,000  dollars. 

The  only  resources,  on  which  we  can  now  rely,  for 
the  production  of  revenue,  consist  in  the  dividend  on 
the  bank  and  federal  stock;  in  the  fees  paid  at  the 
public  offices;  in  the  receipts  at  the  land-office,  and  in 
the  tax  on  marriage  and  tavern  licenses.  But  the  ag- 
gregate of  these,  added  to  the  last  mentioned  balance, 
will  be  found,  when  the  general  statement  of  the 
finances  shall  be  laid  before  you,  by  the  proper  officers, 
to  be  insufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  govern- 
ment, to  comply  with  the  miscellaneous  appropriations 
of  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  and  to  repay  to  the 
bank  in  the  year,  1801,  the  loan  of  100,000  dollars, 
Avhich  the  public  exigencies  will  shortly  require  to  be 
completed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives : 

Under  the  circumstances  which  I  have  described, 
you  will,  doubtless,  be  desirous  to  meet  the  public 
exigencies,  by  means  the  least  burthensome  to  our 
constituents.  Allow  me,  therefore,  to  submit  to  your 
consideration  the  expediency  of  selling  the  lately 
erected  mansion,  and  such  other  parts  of  the  publio 
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propertj^  in  Philadelphia,  as  are  not  only  useless  and 
expensive,  in  their  present  situation,  but  constantly 
exposed  to  delapidation  and  destruction.  There  are 
likewise,  a  considerable  number  of  city  lots  still  be- 
longing to  the  State,  which  may  be  conveniently  and 
advantageously  sold.  The  regulation  of  marriage  li- 
censes (an  object,  which  is  highly  interesting,  in  an- 
other point  of  view,  to  the  peace  of  families,  and  the 
order  of  society)  can  be  rendered  a  certain  instrument 
of  revenue:  and  the  fees  collected  on  tavern  licenses, 
may  be  profitably  encreased. 

Though  I  have  always  recommended,  upon  a  republi- 
can principle,  the  policy  of  an  imposition  on  real  es- 
tates adequate  to  the  support  of  Government;  and 
though  at  some  future  period,  I  hope  to  see  that  plan 
combined  with  the  endowment  of  public  schools;  it 
won  Id,  I  think,  be  attended  with  considerable  incon- 
venience to  pursue  it,  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
Federal  land-tax  commences  its  operation.  If,  there- 
fore, an}^  additional  revenue  should  still  be  required, 
the  interest  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  stock  of  the  United 
States  (which  gradually  diminishes  in  the  course  of  the 
stipulated  redemption)  might,  perhaps,  be  disposed  of. 
without  an}'  material  prejudice  to  our  finances;  while 
a  small  tax  on  personal  estate,  on  legal  process  or  on 
transfers  of  property,  would  ensure  an  abundant  sup- 
ply for  every  fiscal  demand. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

I  have  directed  to  be  presented  to  you,  copies  of  the 
opinion  and  advice  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  on 
the  late  calamity;  the  reports  of  the  proper  officers 
on  the  state  of  the  Land-Office;  and  a  schedule  of  the 
acts  of  Assembly,  which  will  expire  by  their  respective 
limitations.     In  these,  and  in  all  the  arrangements 
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that  have  been  made,  it  has  been  my  earnest  desire  to 
facilitate  your  deliberations,  and  for  the  sake  of 
ceconomy,  to  co-operate  with  you  in  abridging  the  or- 
dinary duration  of  the  legislative  sessions. 

And,  now,  my  Friends  and  Fellow  Citizens,  I  bid 
you,  from  this  station,  a  last,  and  an  affectionate  fare- 
well. I  acknowledge,  with  heart-felt  gratitude,  the 
public  kindness,  confidence,  and  support,  which  I  have 
uninterruptedly  enjoyed  for  the  greater  portion  of  an 
active  and  anxious  life.  I  shall  forever  reflect,  with 
pride  and  pleasure,  upon  the  candor  and  liberality, 
which  I  have  experienced  in  my  intercourse  with  the 
successive  Legislatures,  that  have  been  convened 
during  the  Constitutional  term  of  my  adtbinistration. 
As  a  proof  of  my  sense  of  such  obligations,  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  execute  an'  arduous  office  with  diligence 
and  fidelity:  And  while  surrendering  the  task  to  an 
able  and  upright  successor,  I  implore  for  him,  for  you, 
and  for  my  country  ,the  guidance  and  blessing  of  an  all- 
wise,  and  all-powerful  Providence. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Lancaster,  December  7,  1799. 
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Chapter  IX. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 

1 799- 1 808. 


FEW  LIVES  ARE  MARKED  BY  AS  MANY,  AS 
varied,  and  at  the  same  time,  as  important  otli- 
cial  occupations  as  that  of  Thomas  M'Kean.  Born 
in  Londonderry,  Chester  County,  of  Irish  parentage, 
in  1734,  after  an  excellent  preliminary  education,  he  en- 
tered upon  the  study  of  law  vviih  such  success  as  to  be 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  several  county  courts  before 
the  attainment  of  his  majority.  When  but  twenty-two, 
he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  in  the  same  year  was  elected  Clerk 
of  the  Assembly,  an  office  which  he  held  for  two  terms, 
declining  an  election  for  a  third.  He  was  then,  in  1762, 
elected  to  represent  the  County  of  New  Castle  in  the 
Assembly,  a  position  which  he  continued  to  adorn  for 
seventeen  successive  years,  witnessing  meanwhile  the 
segregation  of  the  lower  counties  into  the  State  of 
Delaware.  Mr.  M'Kean  was  a  member  of  the  Colonial 
Congress  of  1765,  and  of  the  Continental  Congress  of 
1776,  in  the  latter  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  Commit- 
tee, which  drew  up  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and 

( 437 ) 


43^  Papers  of  the  Governofs. 

was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. During  the  military  operations  which  ensued, 
he  upheld  his  convictions  by  active  service  as  Colonel 
of  a  regiment  of  associated  militia. 

Upon  his  return  home,  he  found  himself  elected  a 
member  of  the  Delaware  Constitutional  Convention, 
whereupon  he  withdrew  to  his  room  in  the  tavern  and, 
without  any  assistance,  manual,  verbal  or  documentary, 
accomplished  the  phenomenal  feat  of  preparing  the 
Constitution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
Convention  the  following  morning.  In  1777,  he  was 
appointed  Chief  Justice  of  Pennsylvania,  an  office 
which  he  continued  to  hold  for  twenty-two  years.  In 
the  same  year,  he  was  elected  President  of  Delaware, 
continuing  meanwhile  to  represent  the  latter  State  in 
Congress,  of  which  he  was  elected  President  in  1781 — 
a  most  unprecedented  combination  of  official  honors. 

This  long  official  life  was  closed  by  a  term  of  nine 
years  as  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  to  which  he  was 
elected  by  the  Democratic  party,  and  during  which  the 
strength  and  prestige  of  the  State  were  vastly  aug- 
mented. He  chose  his  officials  according  to  merit,  fre- 
quently appointing  men  of  political  opinions  contrary 
to  those  of  his  own  party.  This  fact,  more  than  any 
other,  contributed  to  the  development  throughout  the 
State,  of  a  spirit  of  animosity  toward  him,  which  cul- 
minated in  the  preferring  by  the  Assembly,  of  articles 
of  impeachment  against  him.  These,  however,  were 
never  brought  to  trial,  and  resulted  only  in  eliciting 
from  him  a  classical  discussion  of  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  legislative,  judicial  and  executive  branches  of 
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the  government  with  elaborate  definitions  of  the  offen- 
ces which  were  clearly  subject  to  impeachment. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  work  of  Governor  M'- 
Kean  was  in  connection  with  the  public  school  system 
of  the  State.  The  provision  in  the  Constitution  of  1789 
for  the  establishment  of  schools  in  which  education 
might  be  given  to  the  children  of  the  poor  without 
money  and  without  price  was  introduced  and  supported 
by  him,  and  throughout  his  successive  administrations, 
he  failed  not  to  advocate  and  initiate  measures  tending 
to  develop  and  strengthen  the  educational  facilities  of 
the  State. 

He  lived  in  retirement  for  nine  years  after  the  com- 
pletion of  his  third  and  last  term  as  chief  magistrate 
of  Pennsylvania,  dying  on  the  24th  of  June,  1817,  after 
a  career  remarkable  for  the  comprehensiveness  of  its 
duties  and  the  variety  of  its  achievements — his  service 
as  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  covering  the  period  from 
December  17,  1799,  to  December  20,  1808. 
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Proclamation  Continuing  for  the  Time  Being  All  Ap- 
pointments under  the  Executive  for  the  Term  of 
Three  Months. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE    AUTHORITY    OF 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  THOMAS  iMcKEAN,  Governor  of  the  said 
Commonwealth. 

(Signed.)     Tho.  McKean. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  Speaker  and  Members 
of  the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker  and 
Members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
said  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
have  duly  certified,  that  the  said 
Speaker  of  the  Senate  did,  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  December  instant  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the  Borough  of  Lan- 
caster, open  and  publish  the  returns  of  the  late  elec- 
tion of  a  Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  in  the 
presence  of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature,  conform- 
ably to  the  Constitution  of  the  said  Commonwealth; 
and  that  upon  counting  the  votes  by  a  Teller  appointed 
from  each  House,  it  appeared  that  Thomas  McKean  had 
a  majority  of  votes;  whereupon  the  said  Thomas  Mc- 
Kean was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  Governor  of  the 
said  Commonwealth,  and,  having  first  taken  the  oaths 
of  office,  was  accordingly,  on  this  seventeenth  day  of 
December  proclaimed  Governor  thereof:  Now  in  pur- 
suance of  the  power  and  trust  to  the  Governor  of  this 
Commonwealth  by  the  Constitution  and  Laws  granted 
and  confided,  and  for  preventing  all  failures  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  I,  the  said  Thomas  McKean, 
have  deemed  it  expedient  to  issue  this  Proclamation, 
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Hereby  coofirming  and  continuing  all  appointments 
made,  and  all  commissions  heretofore  lawfully  issued, 
and  which  were  in  force  on  this  day,  for  the  term  of 
three  months  from  the  day  of  the  date  of  these  Pres- 
ents, unless  the  said  appointments  and  commissions, 
or  any  of  them,  shall  be  by  me  sooner  superseded  and 
annulled.  And  all  officers  holding  appointments  and 
commissions,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Executive  Mag- 
istrate of  this  Commonwealth,  are  required  before  the 
expiration  of  the  said  term  of  three  Months,  to  apply 
for  and  obtain  new  commissions,  and  to  enter  into  new 
bonds,  with  sufficient  sureties  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  respective  offices,  in  such  cases  as  the  law 
requires  bonds  and  sureties  to  be  given.  And  I  do 
further  direct  and  enjoin  all  the  Public  Officers,  en- 
gaged in  the  of  the  Government, 
to  proceed  with  diligence  in  the  per- 
formance and  execution  of  the  duties  of  their  respec- 
tive stations,  so  as  most  effectually  to  promote  and  se- 
cure the  interest,  peace  and  safety  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State, 
at  Lancaster,  this  seventeenth  day  of  December  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-nine,  and  of  the  Independence  of  America 
the  twenty-fourth. 
By  th'^  Governor, 

A.  J.  Dallas,        r 

Secretarv  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly — 1799. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen* of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

TO    THE    OBLIGATIONS    OF    HONOR,    GRATI- 
tude,  and  interest,  I  have  now  added  the  pledge  of 
a  solemn  oath,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
tru^t  which  my  fellow-citizens  have  reposed  in  nie.     I 
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am  sensible  of  the  difficulty,  as  well  as  of  the  import- 
ance, of  the  task  that  I  have  undertaken:  but  regard- 
ing the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  our  constituents  as 
my  sole  object;  pursuing  the  constitutions  and  laws  of 
our  country,  as  my  constant  guide;  and  confiding  in  the 
countenance  and  co-operation  of  the  Legislature,  I  will 
not  resist  the  hope  of  success,  which  prompts  and  ani- 
mates me  on  the  occasion. 

Under  this  impression,  Gentlemen,  permit  me  to  be- 
speak a  continuance  of  that  harmony  which  happily 
subsisted  between  the  Legislative  and  Executive  de- 
partments during  the  administration  of  my  patriotic 
predecessor.  The  present  crisis  in  human  affairs,,  evi- 
dently demands  the  exercise  of  wisdom,  moderation 
and  fortitude,  from  all  who  are  employed  in  the  busi- 
ness of  government.  Let  us  then,  according  to  the 
province  and  the  capacity  allotted  to  us,  cordially 
unite  in  exercising  those  attributes  for  supporting  the 
government  of  the  Union,  for  asserting  the  rights  of  the 
state  for  encouraging  virtue,  knowledge  and  industry, 
fnd  for  preserving  social  order,  confidence  and  concord, 
so  that  our  public  labours  may  be  justly  crowned  with 
the  applause  of  our  constituents,  and  the  blessings  of 
Heaven. 

THOMAS  McKEAN. 

Lancaster,  December  17, 1799. 


To  the  Assembly  announcing  the  Appointment  of 
Alexander  James   Dallas   to  be  Secretary   of  the 
Commonwealth. 
Gentlemen :' 

IT  IS  PROPER  TO  INFORM  YOU,  THAT  I  HAVE 
this  day  appointed  and  commissioned  Alexander 
James  Dallas  to  be  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth, agreeably  to  the  fifteenth  Section  of  the  second 
Article  of  the  Constitution. 

THOMAS  McKEAN, 
Lancaster,  17th  December,  1799, 
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To  the  Assembly  announcing  the  death  of  George 
Washington  and  recommending  a  pubHc  testimo- 
nial of  respect  for  his  memory. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  INTELLIGENCE  HAS  JUST  BEEN  RECEIV- 
ed,  that  George  Washington,  the  early,  the  tried 
approved,  honored  and  beloved  patriot  of  Amer- 
ica, has  paid  the  debt  of  nature :    He  died  at  Mount  Ver- 
non, in  Virginia,  on  the  14th  day  of  the  present  month. 

The  record  of  his  virtues  and  his  services  is  so  faith- 
fully impressed  on  your  hearts — it  is  so  important  to 
the  honor  of  human  nature  and  the  glory  of  his  country 
— that  I  am  sensible  it  cannot  be  strengthened  by  co- 
temporaneous  praise  nor  be  impaired  by  the  operations 
of  time.  Yet  the  glowing  sense,  which  I  personally 
cherish  of  his  worth,  the  veneration  which  his  character 
demands  throughout  the  world,  and  the  public  benefit 
of  presenting  such  an  example,  conspicuously,  to  the 
imitation  of  the  rising  generation,  impel  me  to  call  your 
attention,  to  the  awful  and  melancholy  event. 

While,  therefore,  we  avoid,  in  the  common  affairs  of 
our  government,  every  appearance  of  servility  and 
adulation,  inconsistent  with  the  independence  of  free- 
men, let  us  in  the  respect  which  we  pay  to  the  singular 
merits  of  this  great  man,  rescue  republics  from  the 
proverbial  stigma  of  ingratitude. 

You,  gentlemen,  can  best  devise  a  proper  testimonial 
of  the  public  feelings  and  sorrow  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion: And  assuring  you  of  my  concurrence,  I  will 
venture,  likewise,  to  answer  for  the  cordial  approba- 
tion of  our  constituents. 

THOMAS  McKEAJT. 

Lancaster,  Dec.  19,  1799, 
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To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  prevalence  of  yellow 
fever  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  SECRETARY  WILL  LAY  BEFORE  YOU,  A 
communication  from  the  Academy  of  Medicine, 
relative  to  the  malignant  bilious  Fever  which  has 
for  some  years  past  infested  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
The  sentiments  of  this  learned  and  public  spirited  So- 
ciety will,  no  doubt,  have  your  due  consideration. 

At  the  same  time  permit  me  to  call  your  attention 
to  a  report  from  the  Receiver-General  of  the  Land- 
Office,  which  you  will  receive  herewith. 

THOMAS  McKEAN. 
Lancaster,  January  10,  1800. 


To  the  Assembly  in  reply  to  certain  allegations  of 
misuse  of  the  Executive  powers  contained  in  a 
late  message  from  that  body. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  EXTRAORDINARY"  NATURE  OF  YOUR 
first  communication  to  me,  as  an  executive  magis- 
trate, the  slight  reference  that  it  contains  to  the 
address  which  it  pretends  to  answer,  and  the  distant 
period  at  which  it  is  presented,  are  indications  of  pre- 
meditated insult,  that  affect  me  infinitely  more  on  ac- 
count of  the  apparent  departure  from  the  dignity  of  a 
Legislative  body,  than  on  account  of  the  injustice  done 
to  my  political  principles,  or  of  the  outrage  offered  to 
my  personal  feelings.  Regarding  jou,  indeed  only  in 
your  Representative  character,  I  have  thought  it,  in 
some  degree,  an  official  duty  to  suffer  you  to  speak  to 
me  in  terms  which  as  a  private  gentleman,  I  would  not 
liave  consented  to  hear;  and  which  as  private  gentle- 
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men,  individually  responsible  I  still  hope  joii  would 
not  have  condescended  to  employ. 

Thus,  an  address,  closing  the  solemn  act  of  my  in- 
troduction into  office,  with  a  declaration  of  my  solici- 
tude to  promote  the  happiness  of  our  constituents,  and 
to  preserve  an  harmonious  intercourse  between  the  de- 
I)artments  of  the  government,  you  have  been  pleased  to 
convert  into  an  opportunity  to  assume  a  censorship, 
which  the  constitution  does  not  recognize;  to  exhibit 
accusations  which  my  conduct  has  not  deserved;  and 
to  indulge  a  spirit  of  animosity  which  presents  much 
to  compassionate  and  deplore,  but  nothing  to  convince, 
or  to  terrify. 

It  is  obvious,  I  must  repeat  Gentlemen,  that  your 
proceedings  on  this  occasion,  are  not  founded  on  any 
legislative  duty, and  cannot,!  think,  produce  any  public 
advantage.  As  the  Senate  is  the  tribunal  established 
to  decide  upon  any  charge  of  official  misconduct,  it 
would  seem  in  such  cases  to  be  peculiarly  incumbent 
on  that  body  to  abstain  from  effusions  of  passion,  from 
asperity  of  animadversion,  from  the  bias  of  prejudica- 
tion. Even,  therefore,  if  the  transactions  which  you 
have  denounced,  were  of  a  criminal  nature,  you,  who 
would  eventually  be  the  judges,  ought  not  to  become 
the  accusers;  and  if  they  were  not  of  a  criminal  nature 
it  will  be  difficult  to  trace  the  political,  moral  or  in- 
tellectual pre-eminence  that  authorizes  you  to  arraign 
and  condemn  them. 

Let  us,  with  this  view,  for  a  moment  consider  the 
topics  of  your  complaint.  In  a  reply  to  the  congratula- 
tions of  my  republican  friends  upon  the  result  of  the 
late  election,  I  candidly  stated  an  opinion,  that  a  com- 
bination was  employed  in  support  of  the  adverse  can- 
didate, consisting  of  the  enemies  to  the  principles  of  the 
American  revolution,  the  emissaries  of  foreign  govern- 
ments, and  the  dependents,  or  expectants  of  office, 
under  the  Federal  administration.     Whether  I  review 
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the  circumstances  to  which  I  then  referred,  or  con- 
template the  many  other  proofs  of  the  existence  of  such 
a  combination,  in  relation  to  more  important  objects,  I 
find  no  reason  to  change,  or  to  retract,  the  opinion  that 
was  then  delivered.  Yet,  let  me  not  again  be  misrep- 
resented. Tho'  my  election  was  opposed  by  all  those 
descriptions  of  persons,  I  never  said,  I  never  thought 
that  there  was  not  likewise  a  numerous  description  of 
opponents,  whose  minds  were  actuated  by  the  purest 
motives,  and  whose  conduct  had  been  equally  decorous 
and  independent.  Free,  therefore,  from  the  perversjion 
of  party  (a  perversion  which  I  did  not  expect  the  en- 
lightened Senate  of  Pennsylvania  would  countenance 
or  adopt)  what  is  there  in  my  sentiments,  or  language, 
that  your  generosity  should  be  exercised  to  forgive,  or 
that  my  sense  of  justice  should  be  anxious  to  obliterate. 

Besides,  it  will  be  recollected,  that  the  transaction, 
particularly  alluded  to,  occurred  before  I  was  in  office, 
and  was  unconnected  with  any  object  of  the  executive 
or  legislative  trust.  If  then  the  censorship  of  the  Sen- 
ate is  warrantable,  as  applied  to  that  act,  it  may  with 
equal  reason  and  authority,  be  applied  to  every  other 
act  of  my  life;  and  if  the  Senate  may  publish  strictures 
upon  the  private  conduct  of  the  Executive  iMagistrate 
what  claim  of  privilege  can  shelter  the  members  of  that 
body  from  retort  and  recrimination,  but  the  claim 
(which  I  shall  always  promptly  anticipate 'and  allow) 
to  pardon  and  oblivion. 

You  have  chosen,  however,  gentlemen,  another  topic 
for  censure;  and  pursuing  the  very  course,  which  you 
have  yourselves  reprobated,  you  lament  that  the  same 
spirit  which  dictated  the  answer  to  my  republican 
friends,  has  marked  my  official  conduct;  you  bestow 
the  most  opprobrious  epithets  on  my  arrangement  of 
the  subordinate  offices  of  the  state;  and  you  ascribe  to 
me  the  most  wicked  designs.  But  the  constitution  has 
conferred  on  the  Governor  the  exclusive  power  of  ap- 
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pointing,  or  removing,  public  officers;  and  although  it 
is  admitted  that,  for  the  legal  exercise  of  that  power 
hf  is  responsible  to  the  Legislature  through  the  medium 
of  impeachment,  as  for  the  discreet  exercise  of  the 
power  he  is  responsible  to  his  constituents  through  the 
medium  of  elections;  I  can  no  where  discover  the  au- 
thority of  the  Senate  in  the  present  form  of  controul, 
regulate  or  interpose.  The  radical  principles  of  the 
constitution,  indeed,  provides  for  the  separation  and  in- 
dependence of  the  principal  departments  of  govern- 
ment; and  it  can  be  of  little  importance  w^hether  that 
principle  is  subverted  by  direct  usurpation,  or  by  suc- 
cessful etforts  of  one  department  to  overaw^e  and  in- 
fluence another.  If  likewise,  the  Senate  may,  on  any 
pretence,  by  an  extra-judicial  process,  investigate  and 
arraign,  disapprove  and  censure  the  manner  of  dis- 
charging the  executive  functions:  may  ^ot  the  execu- 
tive magistrate,  with  as  much  right  and  propriety,  in- 
vade the  sanctuary  of  the  senate,  deprecate  the  rage 
and  acrimony  of  its  parties,  denounce  the  personal  mis- 
conduct of  its  members,  question  their  title  to  their 
seats,  and  brand  them  with  corruption  or  imbecility? 
Ko,  gentlemen,  I  wi]l  never  encroach  upon  your  juris- 
diction, but  I  shall  deem  it  equally  a  duty,  with  firm- 
ness and  decency,  to  resist  any  attempts  to  encroach 
upon  mine. 

But  it  is  not  on  this  ground  alone,  that  your  proceed- 
ings appear  to  be  erroneous;  you  have  also  erred  in  the 
unqualified  assertion,  that  "a  great  number  of  respect- 
able characters  have  been  removed  from  office,  against 
whom  no  other  blame  rests,  than  the  exercise  of  their 
right,  as  freemen,  in  opposition  to  my  wishes."  Be- 
fore so  gross  an  imputation  was  cast  upon  my  conduct, 
you  should  surely  possess  (what  you  cannot  have  pos- 
sessed) a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  information  and 
principles  by  w^hich  it  is  regulated.  It  is  true  that  vari- 
ous changes  in  public  officers  have  been  made  and  that 
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others  are  contemplated;  but  was  it  not  within  the 
scope  of  a  candid  construction,  to  assign  a  less  odious 
cause  for  the  measures  I  have  pursued? 

In  a  popular  government,  the  principles  of  rotation 
in  offices  of  honor  and  profit,  might  fairly  have  been 
suggested.  A  conviction  of  the  unfitness  of  an  officer 
for  his  particular  station,  would  be  a  reasonable  ground 
for  the  exercise  of  executive  discretion;  and  much  as  I 
venerate  the  military  merit  of  the  revolution,  I  may  be 
allowed  to  remark,  that  such  merit  does  not  necessarily 
imply  a  superior  capacity  for  civil  office. 

The  deportment  of  officers  not  in  the  exercise  of  the 
rights  of  freemen,  but  in  tjie  prostitution  of  official  in- 
fluence to  party  purposes;  not  in  the  maintenance  of 
their  own  independence,  but  in  the  defamation  of  the 
Executive  Magistrate,  may  also  afford  a  proper  cause 
of  removal;  for  the  confidence  and  cordiality  which 
ought  to  subsist  between  the  principal  and  subordinate 
officers  of  the  State,  being  thus  destroyed,  the  public 
interest  alone  would  demand  a  separation.  In  short, 
Gentlemen,  let  my  appointments  be  judged  by  any  im 
partial  test,  &  I  flatter  myself,  that  I  am  rather  en- 
titled to  the  approbation  with  which  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives has  honoured  me,  in  an  answer  to  the  same 
address,  than  to  the  denunciation  of  a  small  majority 
of  the  Senate.  You  would  then  perceive,  that  many 
of  the  commissions  issued  by  my  predecessor,  have  been 
renewed;  that  if  any  veteran  of  the  American  war  has 
been  displaced,  after  a  long  enjoyment  of  office,  others 
of,  at  least,  equal  patriotism  and  talents,  have  been 
brought,  from  retirement  into  the  public  service;  that 
so  far  from  acting  on  the  impulse  of  an  indiscriminate 
resentment,  many  of  my  most  decisive  and  influential 
opponents  have  been  re-appointed;  and  that  without  re- 
gard to  any  personal  feeling,  I  have  selected,  and  shall 
always  deem  it  a  duty  to  select  for  public  stations,  men 
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who  are  tried  and  faithful  friends  to  the  genuine  prin- 
ciples of  our  republican  institutions. 

Having  how,  gentlemen,  endeavoured  to  evince  the 
impropriety  and  injustice  of  the  aspersions  with  which 
I  have  been  assailed,  permit  me  again  to  invite  your  co- 
operation in  establishing  the  harmony  of  the  govern- 
ment. To  the  honor  of  the  State,  to  the  interest  of  our 
constituents,  and  to  our  own  happiness;  it  is  essential 
that  the  spirit  of  political  distrust  and  party  feud, 
should  be  effectually  subdued.  For  a  purpose  so  im- 
portant and  beneficient,  an  example  may  justly  be  ex- 
pected, from  those  who  are  elevated  to  public  stations; 
and  I  repeat,  that  with  the  prosperity  of  the  people  as 
our  sole  object,  with  the  constitution  and  laws  as  our 
constant  guide,  we  may  reasonably  hope  for  success. 
For  my  part,  be  assured  that  (notwithstanding  every 
past  unpleasant  occurrence)  I  shall  embrace  every  op- 
Iiortunity  to  manifest  a  profound  respect  for  the  Legis- 
lature, and  to  reciprocate  marks  of  confidence  and  es- 
teem with  the  individuals  who  compose  it. 

THOMAS  McKEAN. 

Lancaster,  January  28,  1800. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  Dr.  Ewing,  the  Ameri- 
j::an  Philosophical  Society,  and  the  Northumberland 
Academy. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  HAS  INFORMED 
me,  that  he  has  been  served  with  the  copy  of  a 
process  in  a  suit  by  the  Reverend  Doctor  John 
Ewing,  plaintiff,  against  the  Commonwealth,  defend- 
ant, in  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State;  a  similar  copy 
has  been  left  at  the  house  of  the  Governor,  by  the  sher- 
iff of  the  County  of  Lancaster.  As  these  proceedings 
29— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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have  occurred  while  the  legislature  is  in  full  sessions, 
I  have  deemed  it  adviseable  to  submit  it  to  you,  whether 
the  attorney-general  should  appear  for  the  Common- 
wealth, and  defend  the  action,  or  except  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court. 

By  the  eleventh  section  of  the  ninth  article  of  our 
Constitution,  it  is  declared,  that  ''Suits  may  be  brought 
against  the  Commonwealth  in  such  manner,  in  such 
courts  and  in  such  cases,  as  the  Legislature  may  by  law 
direct." 

As  no  provision  has  yet  been  made  by  the  Legislature 
to  enable  the  citizen  to  have  the  advantage  of  this  part 
of  the  Constitution,  and  as  it  is  against  the  principles 
of  natural  justice  for  any  body  of  men  to  be  judges  in 
their  own  cause,  it  appears  to  me  highly  necessary  and 
expedient,  that  this  subject  should  be  speedily  taken 
into  consideration,  and  measures  adopted  for  affording 
a  full,  fair  and  impartial  trial,  and  determination  of 
such  controversies. 

A  petition  to  both  Houses,  from  the  x4.merican  Phil- 
osophical Society,  for  promoting  useful  knowledge,  has 
been  inclosed  to  me,  copies  whereof  will  be  herewith 
delivered.  This  application,  from  so  useful  and  dis- 
tinguished a  corporation,  can  require  no  recommenda- 
tion to  the  liberality  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

At  the  same  time,  I  deem  it  proper  to  lay  before  you, 
the  copy  of  a  petition  from  the  Trustees  of  Northum- 
berland Academy,  directed  to  me.  A  few  thousand  dol- 
lars timeously  expended,  in  promoting  learning  and 
moral  instruction,  will  be  the  means  of  saving  millions 
in  terrors  and  in  punishments,  in  insurrections,  and  in 
wars;  besides  conferring  inestimable  advantages  on  so- 
ciety in  other  respects;  it  is  education  forms  the  human 
mind.  Although  we  have  neglected  to  profit  what  we 
might  by  the  genius  and  labors  of  a  Rittenhouse,  yet 
I  trust  we  shall  not  lose  the  disinterested  services  of 
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the  learned  and  benevolent  Priestly,  whom  a  kind  Provi- 
dence has  placed  near  this  institution. 

THOMAS  McKEAN. 
Lancaster,  February  5,  1800. 


Proclamation  Further  Continuing  Appointments  for 
the  Term  of  One  Month. 


Pennsylvania,  ss: 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AUTHORITY  OF 
the  CommonweaUh  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  THOMAS  McKEAN,  Governor  of  the  said 
Commonwealth. 

(Sighed.)     Tho.  McKean. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  I  issued  a  Proclamation, 
bearing  date  the  17th  day  of  Decem- 
ber last,  thereby  confirming  and  con- 
tinuing all  appointments  made,  and 
all  commissions  theretofore  lawfully 
issued  and  which  were  in  force  on  the 
said  17th  day  of  December,  for  the 
term  of  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  said  Proc- 
lamation, unless  the  said  appointments  and  commis- 
sions, or  any  of  them,  should  be  by  me  sooner  super- 
seded and  annulled:  And  Whereas  I  have  deemed  it 
expedient  to  extend  the  term  aforesaid:  Therefore  I 
have  issued  the  present  Proclamation,  Hereby  continu- 
ing all  appointments  and  commissions  aforesaid  (ex- 
cept such  as  have  been  by  me  already  superseded  and 
annulled)  for  the  term  of  one  month  to  be  computed 
from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  unless  they  shall  be  pre- 
viously by  me  superseded  and  annulled. 
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Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Lancaster,  this  sixteenth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1800, 
and  of  the    Independence  of    America  the    twenty- 
fourth. 
By  the  Governor, 

James  Trimble, 

Deputy  Sec'y. 


Proclamation  Convoking  the  Assembly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  Providing  for  the  Choice  of  Electors  for 
President  and  Vice  President. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

IN  THE   NAME  AND  BY  THE  AUTHORITY  OF 
the      Commonwealth      of      Pennsylvania.         By 
THOMAS  M'KEAN,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  is  declared  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  that  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  a  President 
and  Vice  President,  "each  State  shall 
"appoint  in  such  manner  as  the  Leg- 
"islature  thereof  may  direct,  a  num- 
"ber  of  electors  equal  to  the  whole 
"number  of  senators  and  representatives,  to  which  the 
"State  may  be  entitled  in  the  Congress."  And  Where- 
as the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  has  omitted  to  di- 
rect the  manner  in  which  this  State  shall  appoint  the 
electors  of  a  President  and  Vice  President,  to  be 
chosen  at  the  next  ensuing  election  for  that  purpose  to 
I  e  holden,  and  the  ordinary  period  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  annual 
Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  will  not  arrive  until 
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the  said  next  ensuing  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  has  been  holden  and  compleated,  conform- 
ably to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States: 
And  Whereas  it  is  incumbent  on  the  Executive  Mag- 
istrate of  this  Commonwealth,  as  far  as  his  power  and 
jurisdiction  extend,  to  take  care  that  the  Laws  be  faith- 
fully executed,  and  more  especially  that  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  of  the  State,  (the 
Supreme  Laws  of  the  Land)  be  preserved  entire  and 
operative  in  all  the  provisions  thereof:  Now,  actuated 
by  motives  of  official  duty,  impressed  with  a  just  sense 
of  the  importance  of  the  object,  and  desirous  to  avoid 
on  my  part,  every  cause  of  reproach  and  responsibility, 
I  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  convene  the  General  As- 
sembly, to  the  intent,  that  on  this  extraordinary  occa- 
sion, the  Legislature  may  possess  an  opportunity  of 
fulfilling  its  Federal  obligations,  the  State  may  enjoy 
its  legitimate  influence  in  the  Councils  of  the  Union, 
and  the  national  Government  may  derive  energy  and 
stability  from  a  regular  organization  of  its  depart- 
ments. 

Therefore,  and  by  virtue  of  the  authority  to  me  in 
such  case  given,  in  and  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, I  have  issued  this  Proclamation,  hereby 
convening  the  General  Assembly  to  hold  a  Session  on 
Wednesday  the  fifth  day  of  November  next,  at  the 
Court  House  in  the  Borough  of  Lancaster:  And  of 
which  time  and  place  of  convening  all  persons  therein 
concerned  are  required  to  take  due  notice. 
Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State, 

at  Lancaster,  the  eighteenth  day  of  October,  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred;  and 

of  the  Commonwealth  the 
By  the  Governor, 

A.  J.  Dallas, 

Secretary. 
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Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly — 1800. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

THE  LEGISLATURE  HAVING  OMITTED  TO 
prescribe  the  manner  in  which  the  Electors  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  appointed,  I  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  me, 
to  furnish  the  present  opportunity,  for  discharging  a 
trust,  so  interesting  to  the  honor  of  the  State,  and  so 
essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Union.  To  preserve, 
indeed,  the  political  balance  of  our  Confederation,  to 
promote  the  regular  operations  of  Government,  to  dif- 
fuse the  blessings  of  concord,  and  to  ensure  the  confi- 
dence of  the  People,  are  considerations  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  object,  for  which  you  have  been  con- 
vened; and  having  thus  prompted  an  extraordinary  in- 
terposition of  the  Executive  power,  they  will,  also,  I  am 
persuaded,  command,  on  your  part,  a  serious  and  salu- 
tary attention. 

It  is  to  be  regreted.  Gentlemen,  that  the  difference  of 
opinion,  which  occurred  on  this  subject,  between  the 
two  branches  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  has  de- 
prived our  Constituents  of  an  immediate  participation 
in  the  choice  of  Electors,  either  by  an  election  of  the 
citizens  at  large,  or  by  an  election  of  the  citizens  in  dis- 
tricts. Since,  however,  the  crisis  affords  no  other 
alternative,  than  a  Legislative  appointment,  or  a  deri- 
lection  of  the  right  of  election,  we  cannot,  I  think,  re- 
flect upon  the  dangerous  and  disgraceful  consequences 
of  the  latter  course,  without  resolving  to  pursue  the 
former.  On  the  fidelity  and  vigilance  of  its  several 
members,  the  Union  depends  for  its  energy  and  dura- 
tion; and,  it  is  obvious,  that  a  neglect,  or  omission,  of 
the  important  duties,  assigned  to  the  individual  States, 
must,  eventually,  prove  as  destructive  to  our  Federal 
Compact,  as  an  opposition  the  most  active,  or  a  sece^- 
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sion  the  most  daring:  For,  a  free  and  enlightened 
People  will  not  long  continue  to  maintain  or  to  respect 
an  institution,  in  which  (from  whatever  cause)  thej 
have  ceased  to  be  represented. 

Nor  can  we  resist  the  influence  of  those  ocaurrences 
which  admonish  us,  at  this  momentous  period  of 
human  affairs,  to  rally  round  the  Constitution  of  our 
Country,  as  the  palladium  of  civil  Liberty,  and  the  last 
hope  of  Republican  Virtue.  To  rescue  Pennsylvania, 
therefore,  from  the  stigma  of  exhibiting  to  her  Sister 
States,  a  fatal  example  of  discord  and  disorganization, 
is  a  motive,  that  cannot  fail  to  supersede  in  every  pa- 
triotic mind,  the  pride  of  opinion,  as  to  the  theory  of  our 
Government,  or  the  bias  of  predilection,  as  to  the  vari- 
ous means  of  supplying  its  departments.  For  my  own 
part,  I  acknowledge,  that  I  have  ever  contemplated  a 
general  choice  by  the  People,  as  the  truest,  fairest, 
safest,  exposition  of  the  Constitution;  but  a  deference 
for  the  judgment  and  practice  of  others,  taught  me  to 
respect  a  departure  from  that  rule  elsewhere,  before  the 
necessity  had  arisen,  which  imposes  a  departure  from 
it  here.  In  eight  States  of  the  Union,  Electors  are  ap- 
pointed by  a  Vote  of  the  two  branches  of  their  respec- 
tive Legislatures;  and  appointments  so  made,  have  been 
uniformly  recognized  by  Congress.  It  is  a  great  con- 
solation, therefore,  that  on  the  present  occasion,  we 
have  these  authoritative  precedents  to  pursue;  since, 
permit  me  to  repeat,  it  is  only  left  to  your  discretion  to 
decide,  whether  Pennsylvania  shall  abandon  her  elec- 
tive rights,  or  exercise  them  in  a  manner,  which  has  al- 
ready been  adopted  by  one-half  of  the  Confederation. 

Though  I  have  thus  explicitly  communicated  my  sen- 
timents, and  exonerated  myself  from  all  oflScial  respon- 
sibility, I  still  deeply  partake  of  the  general  solicitude, 
for  the  issue  of  your  deliberations.  The  situation  of 
our  Country  is  critical;  but  not  alarming.  In  her  ex- 
ternal relations,  the  prospect  of  reconciliation  aqd  pe^ce 
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appears,  by  recent  intelligence,  to  be  realized;  and 
nothing  seems  wanting  to  her  domestic  happiness,  but 
a  recollection  of  the  common  interest,  by  which  all  her 
Citizens  must  be  equally  animated,  in  their  efforts  to 
promote  it.  It  has,  perhaps  then,  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
Pennsylvania,  not  merely  to  determine  an  important 
election,  but  to  extinguish,  by  a  magnanimous  example, 
those  feuds  and  jealousies,  which  have  disturbed  the 
order  of  Society,  and  threatened  to  eclipse  the  glory 
of  the  Eevolution.  Under  this  impression,  we  see, 
without  surprize,  the  attention  of  the  Union  fixed  upon 
the  proceedings  of  the  present  day;  while,  from  every 
quarter  of  the  State,  the  wishes  and  prayers  of  our  Fel- 
low-citizens, emphatically  appeal  to  the  patriotism  and 
fidelity  of  those,  in  whom  they  have  reposed  their  con- 
fidence, and  to  whom  they  have  delegated  their  power. 
Such  just  and  honorable  expectations  will  not  be  dis- 
appointed! No:  Superior  to  the  suggestions  of  party, 
disdaining  a  contest  about  forms,  and  yielding  to  the 
precedents  that  have  established  your  decision  cannot 
fail  to  merit  the  approbation  of  our  Constituents,  the 
applause  of  our  Sister  States,  and  the  gratitude  of  pos- 
terity. 

I  shall  reserve.  Gentlemen,  the  communications  on 
the  general  state  of  the  Commonwealth  for  a  future 
message:  but  I  cannot  conclude  at  this  time,  without 
assuring  you  of  my  most  cordial  co-operation,  in  every 
measure  for  the  public  good.  Let  us,  then,  cultivate, 
by  all  the  means  in  our  power,  a  liberal  and  harmonious 
intercourse  between  the  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment;— convinced,  as  we  must  be,  that  our  private  hap- 
piness, not  les*s  than  our  public  duty,  will  be  best  pro- 
moted, under  the  influence  of  mutual  confidence,  defer- 
ence and  esteem. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

J^ancaster,  November  7,  1800, 
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To  the  Senate  stating  the  Governor's  reasons  for  con- 
vening the  Assembly  in  extra  session  in  1800. 

Gentlemen : 

IT  GIVES  ME  GREAT  SATISFACTION  TO  FIND, 
that  you  concur  in  my  opinion  of  the  importance  of 
the  occasion,  on  which  the  Legislature  has  been 
convened;  and  be  assured,  that  I  regret,  with  you,  the 
limited  period,  that  remains  for  deliberation  and  de- 
cision. 

A  variety  of  considerations  occur,  however,  to  jus- 
tify the  time,  that  has  been  selected  for  an  interposi- 
tion of  the  Executive  Authority.  It  will  be  observed, 
that  the  Legislature  has  a  power  over  its  own  adjourn- 
ments; and  had  you.  Gentlemen,  thought,  during  the 
last  Session,  that  another  meeting  of  the  same  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  would,  probably,  furnish  the  means  to 
reconcile  the  jarring  opinions  of  the  two  Houses,  a 
proposition  for  that  purpose,  would,  I  am  persuaded, 
have  been  introduced.  But  the  power  which  the  Con- 
stitution vests  in  the  Executive  'Magistrate,  to  convene 
the  Legislature,  points,  particularly,  to  these  emergen- 
cies, which  may  occur  during  a  recess;  upon  which  the 
Legislature  has  had  no  opportunity  to  deliberate;  and 
with  respect  to  which,  without  his  interposition,  the 
season  for  deliberation  would  be  lost.  From  the  silence 
of  both  Houses  on  this  point,  therefore,  I  naturally  in- 
ferred, that  to  assemble  the  same  Members  again  would 
be  an  abortive,  as  well  as  an  expensive  experiment; 
and,  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  the  transactions  of  the 
present  Session  have  only  served  to  confirm  the  idea, 
which  I  had  formed.  Though  the  nature  of  the  ques- 
tion is  changed,  the  inflexibility  of  opinion  remains. 
The  difference  between  a  General  and  District  Election, 
while  those  modes  of  appointing  Electors  could  be  con- 
templated, generated  a  contest  with  the  same  motives, 
which  now  agitate  the  Legislature,  on  the  difference  be- 
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tween  appointiog  by  a  joint  vote  of  its  branches,  or  by 
assigning  a  portion  of  the  number  of  Electors,  to  the 
separate  choice  of  each  branch.  If  then  an  adherence 
to  your  new  plans  threatens  to  disfranchise  the  State, 
at  the  period  when  you  must  act,  or  surrender  the  power 
of  acting,  what  hope  could  have  been  indulged  of  a  more 
auspicious  disposition,  upon  an  earlier  call  of  the  Leg- 
islature? The  existing  majority  of  the  Senate  (con- 
sisting of  all  the  Members  who  composed  the  majority 
of  the  last  Session)  have  not  declared  that  in  that  case 
any  more  than  in  the  present  case  they  would  have  ac- 
ceded to  the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Representatives; 
and  taking  the  issue  of  the  recent  Elections,  as  a  cri- 
terion, I  can  perceive  no  just  reason  to  presume,  that, 
after  consulting  our  constituents,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives would  have  yielded  their  opinion  to  the 
Senate. 

Hence,  I  think,  it  is  obvious.  Gentlemen,  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive Authority  was  interposed,  to  convene  the  Leg- 
islature, at  the  only  time,  which  presented  a  prospect 
of  success;  and  all  the  preparatory  steps  were  taken, 
previously  to  the  General  Election,  without  any  pos- 
sible influence  from  the  event  of  that  constitutional  ap- 
peal to  the  sentiments  of  the  People.  But,  with  you, 
after  all,  it  remains  to  fix,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
the  character  of  Pennsylvania,  as  a  member  of  the  con- 
federation. In  the  name  of  our  constituents,  for  the 
sake  of  ourselves  and  posterity,  I  implore  you  to  con- 
sider well  the  consequences  of  your  decision — Indulge 
not  a  predeliction  for  forms,  a  spirit  of  innovation,  to 
the  hazard  of  the  peace,  the  happiness,  and  the  stability 
of  the  union;  but,  conforming  to  the  precedents  that 
have  been  judiciously  established,  to  the  public  senti- 
ment that  has  been  unequivocally  expressed — deserve 
and  receive  the  applaudits  of  your  country. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

November  19,  1800. 
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To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  general  state  of  the 
Commonwealth — 1800. 

Gentlemen : 

IN  PROCEEDING  TO  LAY  BEFORE  YOU  A  GEN- 
eral  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  I  derive  the  high- 
est satisfaction  from  an  opportunity  of  congratu- 
lating you,  upon  the  health  that  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia has  enjoyed,  during  the  present  year,  as  well  as 
upon  the  many  other  blessings,  which  a  beneficent 
Providence  has  bestowed  upon  our  Country.  The  Com- 
merce of  the  State,  relieved  from  domestic  calamity  and 
external  outrage,  promises  to  revive  with  all  its  en- 
ergy and  enterprize.  Her  Agricultural  industry  has 
been  productive  beyond  the  experience  of  any  former 
period:  While  the  progress  of  population  and  settle- 
ment (notwithstanding  an  impolitic  discouragement 
of  migration  to  America)  rapidly  extends,  throughout 
her  territory,  the  various  arts  and  advantages,  of 
social  life.  To  preserve,  and  to  improve,  a  situa- 
tion thus  propitious,  will,  certainly,-  demand  and 
deserve  the  attention  of  every  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; but  from  the  Legislature,  in  particular,  much 
is  expected,  and  much,  I  am  persuaded,  will  be  per- 
formed. 

It  is  obvious,  that  on  the  judicious  structure,  as  well 
as  on  the  faithful  administration,  of  our  municipal  in- 
stitutions, must  depend  the  order,  safety,  and  tran- 
quility of  the  community.  Hence,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary, occasionally  to  review  the  general  laws  for  regu- 
lating our  police;  to  adapt  them  to  the  inevitable  muta- 
tion of  human  affairs;  and  to  amend  them  according  to 
the  useful  lessons  of  experience.  With  this  view,  there- 
fore, permit  me  to  introduce  to  your  immediate  con- 
sideration, the  propriety  of  revising  the  existing  sys- 
tems, in  relation  to  Elections,  to  Courts  of  Justice,  and 
to  the  Militia. 
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The  law  for  regulating  the  General  Elections,  has 
been  found  defective  in  its  description  of  the  qualifica- 
tion of  Voters;  in  the  rigor  of  the  proof  required  to  es- 
tablish the  privilege  of  voting;  and  in  the  omission  of  a 
summary  mode,  to  investigate  and  decide  any  contest, 
that  may  arise,  at  a  preliminary  election  for  Inspectors, 
and  other  Officers.  While,  on  the  one  hand,  this  sacred 
right  of  Citizenship  ought  to  be  effectually  protected 
from  invasion,  it  will  be  allowed,  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  no  obstacle,  should  be  interposed,  or  tolerated, 
by  which  the  friends  of  a  particular  candidate  may  em- 
barrass and  oppress  their  opponents;  or  by  which  the 
Constitutional  franchise  of  a  single  qualified  Elector 
may  be  endangered  and  destroyed. 

It  is  referred,  therefore,  generally,  to  your  wisdom 
to  devise  a  remedy  for  the  defects,  that  have  been 
stated;  but  the  occasion  seems,  in  a  special  manner,  to 
require  the  legislative  aid,  to  obviate  the  doubts,  which 
have  been  recently  created,  respecting  the  validity  of 
acts  of  naturalization  in  the  Courts  of  Common-Pleas. 
I  have  always,  I  confess,  considered  those  Courts,  i*i 
their  constitution  and  jurisdiction,  to  be  Superior 
Courts  (though  not  Supreme)  as  well  as  District  Courts; 
and  consequently,  expressly  empowered  by  the  Act  of 
Congress  to  grant  Certificates  of  naturalization:  but, 
on  a  question  of  such  importance,  to  so  many  adopted 
Citizens,  you  will,  probably,  deem  it  expedient  to  pass 
a  declaratory  Act.  On  the  subject  of  elections,  your 
attention  will,  likewise,  be  naturally  attracted,  during 
the  present  sessions,  by  the  inconveniences,  which  the 
State  has  repeatedly  encountered,  for  want  of  a  per- 
manent law,  to  regulate  the  manner  of  choosing  Sen- 
ators of  the  United  States,  and  of  appointing  the  Elec- 
tors of  a  President  and  Vice  President. 

Adverting  to  the  Courts  of  Law,  you  will  readily  per- 
ceive, that  the  extension  of  Commerce  and  Agriculture, 
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the  increase  of  population,  and  the  multiplication  of 
Counties,  have  so  accumulated  the  objects  and  duties 
of  the  Judiciary  Department,  that  the  existing  system 
has  proved  to  be  do  longer  adequate  to  the  regular  and 
eflBcient  administration  of  justice.  An  addition  to  the 
number  of  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  a  subdi- 
vision of  the  Circuits  of  the  Courts  of  Common-Pleas, 
appear,  therefore  to  be  indispensably  requisite,  for  the 
safety  and  accommodation  of  the  People;  but  how  far 
such  an  arrangement  may  be  made  to  supply  the  use, 
and  to  subtract  the  expence  of  the  Hight  Court  of  Er- 
rors and  appeals,  you  will  determine.  The  Constitu- 
tion contemplates  a  legislative  provision  for  authoriz- 
ing suits  to  be  brought  against  the  Commonwealth: 
And  besides  introducing  other  general  provisions,  to 
secure  a  faithful  execution  of  the  Office  of  Sheriff,  you 
cannot,  I  think,  render  a  greater  service  to  our  Consti- 
tuents, than  by  devising  and  enforcing  a  plan  for  the 
return  of  Jurors,  which,  in  every  vicissitude  of  party 
influence,  and  popular  opinion,  shall  operate  freely, 
without  favor,  and  without  prejudice.  In  our  penal 
code,  few  important  alterations  can,  at  this  time,  be 
suggested;  but  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  the 
nature  and  degree  of  some  of  the  punishments  denounc- 
ed by  the  Health  Laws,  are  so  disproportionate  to  their 
relative  offences,  as  to  assume  a  character  of  cruelty, 
inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  ob- 
structive in  the  exertion  of  the  regulations  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  Port. 

It  is  with  pride  and  pleasure,  that  I  inform  you  of 
a  numerous  and  effective  enrollment  of  our  Militia  (the 
strength  and  safety  of  a  free  People)  amounting,  on  the 
b^st  calculation  to  about  eighty  thousand  Citizens.  A 
report  of  the  quantity  and  distribution  of  the  public 
Arms  lately  purchased  will  be  laid  before  you;  but 
many  of  the  old  arms  are  in  possession  of  individuals 
in  different  parts  of  the  State,  who  ought  to  be  induced, 


462  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

or  compelled,  to  deliver  them  to  the  Brigade  Inspectors, 
and  an  Officer  appears  necessary,  for  the  safe  keeping, 
repairing,  and  superintending  the  whole  of  them.  Not- 
withstanding the  judicious  liberality  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  their  former  appropriations  for  this  object,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  give  additional  powers,  either  to 
the  Brigade  Inspectors,  or  to  the  Department  of  Ac- 
counts, for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  arrearages,  as 
well  as  the  accruing  fines,  which  constitute  the  only 
permanent  fund  for  defraying  the  expences  of  the  Mi- 
litia. Some  mode  should,  also,  be  prescribed  for  de- 
ciding contested  elections;  the  Judges  of  elections 
should  be  placed  under  the  obligation  of  an  oath  or  affir- 
mation, as  well  as  the  Officers  commissioned;  and  it 
seems  to  be  proper,  in  conformity  to  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  the  law,  that  a  provision  should  be  made,  for  is- 
suing Commissions  to  supply  any  future  vacancies,  not 
on  a  tenure  of  seven  years,  but  only  for  the  unexpired 
portion  of  the  septennial  period  of  election. 

Having  brought  these  principal  institutions  into  your 
view,  and  considering  the  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge 
among  the  People,  to  be  the  best  auxiliary  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  a  free  Government,  allow  me,  Gentle- 
men, to  remind  you  of  a  constitutional  injunction,  "that 
"the  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be 
"provide  by  law,  for  the  establishment  of  Schools 
"throughout  the  State,  in  such  manner,  that  the  poor 
"may  be  taught  gratis."  As  another  important  instru- 
ment, to  unite  the  interests  and  affections  of  the  Citi- 
zens, the  communication  between  the  different  parts  of 
the  State  should  be  facilitated  by  every  practicable 
means.  An  opportunity  will  be  taken  during  the  pres- 
ent Session,  to  exhibit  a  Report  on  the  progress  in  exe- 
cuting the  various  Contracts,  which  have  been  formed 
for  the  improvement  of  our  public  roads  and  inland 
navigation;  but,  besides  affording  occasional  aids  from 
the  Treasury  for  specific  objects,  I  trust,  that  you  will 
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render  the  permanent  provision  of  our  law,  relative  to 
Eoads  and  Highways,  more  general  and  more  operative. 
The  business  of  the  Land-Office,  and  of  the  Board  of 
Property,  becomes  highly  interesting  to  the  community. 
Some  measures  should  be  pursued  to  compel  persons 
holding  lands  under  settlements,  warrants  or  locations, 
to  apply  for  Patents;  and  you  cannot  be  too  early  in  tak- 
ing the  proper  precautions,  to  avert  the  danger,  that 
menaces  the  property  and  peace  of  the  State,  from  a 
Collision  of  titles  in  the  distant  Counties.  To  these 
objects  of  legislation,  permit  me  to  add,  that  during 
the  present  Session  it  will  be  necessary  to  choose  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  Constitu- 
tion requires,  an  apportionment  of  the  representation 
in  the  General  Assembly  to  the  number  of  taxable  in- 
h^itants,  according  to  the  returns  of  enumeration 
which  will  be  transmitted  to  you,  as  soon  as  they  are 
received. 

Since  the  last  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  the 
duties  devolving  on  the  Executive,  have  been  punctu- 
ally performed.  In  organizing  the  several  new  Coun- 
ties, however,  some  difficulty  has  occurred,  (which  it 
may  be  proper  to  obviate  by  a  decision  of  the  Judges) 
in  relation  to  the  validity  of  the  Commissions  of  Mag- 
istrates, whose  residence  does  not  continue  within  the 
boundary  of  the  County,  for  which  they  were  originally 
appointed.  The  sale  of  the  House  and  Lots  that  be- 
longed to  the  State,  situated  between  Market  and 
Chestnut  streets  in  Philadelphia,  has  been  made  to  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  manner,  and  on  the 
conditions,  prescribed,  for  the  sum  of  forty-one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  but  you  will  per- 
ceive by  the  report  of  the  Agents,  that  the  premises  are 
subject  to  a  ground  rent,  which  the  State  is  bound  to 
discharge.  Though  the  Commissioners  employed  in 
executing  the  Act,  for  settling,  on  the  principles  of  a 
liberal  compromise,  the  injurious  controversy  at  Wi- 
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oming,  have  not  completed  their  arduous  undertaking, 
Tou  will  perceive,  by  their  report,  that  such  progress 
has  been  made,  as  justifies  the  expectation  of  an  early 
and  satisfactory  termination  of  the  business.  It  may, 
however,  be  proper  to  prolong  the  time,  that  has  been 
allowed  to  the  parties  to  declare  their  accession  to  the 
terms  of  the  compromise. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  Officers  of  Accounts  will  lay  before  you  a  detail 
of  the  Finances  of  the  State;  but  permit  me,  in  general, 
to  inform  you,  that  on  the  first  day  of  October  last  there 
was  a  balance  of  eighty-six  thousand  three  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars  in  the  Treasury,  which  our  various 
sources  of  Revenue  will,  probably,  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  year,  augment  to  a  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
four  thousand  and  seventy-nine  dollars.  Besides,  hcAv- 
ever,  defraying  the  expences  of  Government,  paying 
the  sums  due  on  the  Contracts  for  Arms  and  satisfying 
various  miscellaneous  appropriations,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  provide,  for  discharging  the  moiety  of  the  Loan 
from  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  which  will  be  due  on 
the  first  day  of  April  next.  Hence,  you  will  discover 
a  considerable  deficit  (amounting  perhaps  to  a  sum  of 
eighty  thousand  dollars)  to  supply  which  you  will  be 
under  the  necessit^^  of  resorting  to  a  moderate  tax,  or 
to  a  sale  of  the  public  stock  belonging  to  the  State;  but 
I  am  confident,  that  in  the  arrangement  of  our  Finances 
you  will  be  equally  attentive  to  the  principles  of  public 
credit,  and  useful  economy. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

With  the  various  other  documents  relating  to  the 
topics  of  this  Message,  the  Secretary  will  present  for 
your  information,  copies  of  reports  from  the  several 
Land-Officers,  and  a  Schedule  of  the  Acts  that  will 
shortly  expire,  in  consequence  of  their  respective  limi- 
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tations.  I  trust,  that  in  these,  and  in  all  my  official 
communications,  you  will  perceive  the  proofs  of  a  sin- 
cere disposition,  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  State, 
to  facilitate  the  deliberations  of  the  Legislature,  and 
to  expedite  the  transaction  of  the  public  business. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  November  21,  1800. 


Proclamation  Announcing  Electors  for  President  and 
Vice  President — 1800. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AUTHORITY  OF 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
By  THOMAS  M'KEAN,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

(Signed.)     Tho.  M'Kean. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  duly  certified 
to  me,  that,  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
Members  of  the  Senate  and  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, assembled  in  the  Cham- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  the  Borough  of  Lancaster,  in  the  second  day  of  De- 
cember, instant,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  Electors 
of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  conformity  to  the  manner  directed  by  the  Legislature 
of  this  Commonwealth,  in  and  by  an  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  entitled  "An  Act  to  direct,  in  behalf 
of  this  State,  the  manner  of  appointing  Electors  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States;" 
the  following  named  persons  were,  and  are  chosen  and 
80— Vol.  IV— 4th  Sep. 
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appointed  the  Electors  of  a  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  at  the  next  ensuing  Elec- 
tion, for  that  purpose  to  be  holden;  that  is  to  say,  Fred- 
erick Kuhn,  James  Armstrong,  George  Ege,  John  Hub- 
ley,  William  Hall,  Samuel  W.  Fisher,  James  Crawford, 
senior,  Robert  Whitehill,  Samuel  Wetherill,  John 
Kean,  Jonas  Hartzell,  Gabriel  Hiester,  Pressley  Car. 
Lane,  Nathaniel  B.  Boileau,  and  Isaac  Vanhorn,  Es- 
quires. 

Therefore,  and  in  compliance  with  the  directions  of 
said  recited  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  I  have  is- 
sued this  Proclamation,  Hereby  announcing  the  said 
choice  and  appointment  of  Electors,  and  notifying  and 
requiring  the  said  Electors,  and  every  of  them,  to  meet 
at  the  Court  House,  in  the  Borough  of  Lancaster,  at  12 
O'clock  of  Wednesday,  the  third  day  of  this  present 
Month  of  December;  then  and  there  to  do  and  perform 
all  such  acts  and  things,  as  are  enjoined  and  required 
by  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States  to  be 
done  and  performed,  by  the  Electors  of  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Stale, 
at  Lancaster,  the  second  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  and  of  the 
Commonwealth  the  twenty-fifth. 
By  the  Governor, 

James  Trimble, 
Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealtli, 
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Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  of  John  Stew- 
art as  Representative  in  Congress. 

PeDnsylvania,  ss: 

IN  THE  NAME  AND    BY  THE    AUTHORITY  OF 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
By  THOMAS  M'KEAN,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

(Signed.)    Tho.  M'Kean. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  is  provided,  in  and  by 
an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  en- 
riiled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Representatives  of  this  State 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States," 
that  the  Governor  having  received  the 
Returns  of  the  election  from  the  Sher- 
iff of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  re- 
spective Sheriffs  of  the  several  Counties  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, shall  declare,  by  Proclamation,  the  name 
of  the  person  or  persons  to  him  returned  as  duly  elected 
in  each  respective  district:  And  Whereas  it  appears 
from  the  Return  of  a  General  Election,  held  on  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  the  present  month  (in  pursuance  of  a  writ 
issued  by  me  for  that  purpose)  in  and  for  the  district 
of  the  Counties  of  York  and  Adams,  that  John  Stewart, 
Esquire,  has  been  duly  elected  to  serve  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Thomas  Hartley,  Esquire. 

Now,  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation, 
hereby  publishing  and  declaring,  that  the  said  John 
Stewart  is  duly  elected,  and  chosen  as  a  Representative 
of  the  People  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  serve  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  for  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  for 
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which  the  said  Thomas  Hartley,  Esquire,  now  deceased, 
was  elected  to  serve. 

Given  under  my  hand  *and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  day  of  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  and  of 
the  Commonwealth  the  twenty-fifth. 
By  the  Governor, 

James  Trimble, 

Deputy  Sec'y. 


Proclamation  Requiring  the  Return  to  the  Proper 
Authorities  of  all  Arms  and  Equipments  the  Pro- 
perty of  the  State  or  the  United  States. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AUTHORITY  OF 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  By  THOMAS 
M'KEAN,  Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth. 

(Signed.)     Tho.  M'Kean. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  State  has,  at  sundry 
times,  incurred  great  expense  in  pro- 
viding arms  for  the  Militia;  but,  it  has 
been  represented  to  me,  that  the  regu- 
lations, for  the  safe  keeping  thereof, 
have  been  hitherto  so  disregarded, 
that  many  muskets,  belonging  to  the 
public,  have  been  sold,  bought  or  exchanged;  many  re- 
main concealed  in  the  hands  of  private  persons;  and 
many,  in  consequence  of  such  concealment  are  likely  to 
become  useless,  for  want  of  seasonable  repairs:  And 
Whereas  it  is  provided  by  law,  "That  if  any  person,  or 
persons,  shall  knowingly  sell,  buy,  take,  or  exchange. 


*The  proclamation  mutilated  at  the  points  left  blank. 
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conceal,  or  otherwise  fraudulently  receive  any  arms, 
accoutrements,  colours,  or  drums,  belonging  to  this 
State,  or  the  United  States,  on  any  account  or  pretence 
whatsoever;  the  person  so  offending,  being  convicted 
thereof,  before  one  or  more  Justice  or  Justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  City  or  County,  where  such  offence  shall 
be  committed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  of- 
fence, treble  the  value  of  such  arms,  or  accoutrements; 
to  be  ascertained  by  the  said  Justice,  or  Justices,  and 
levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offender's  goods  and 
chattels,  by  the  Justice,  or  Justices,  before  whom  such 
offender  shall  be  convicted;  returning  the  overplus,  if 
any,  on  demand,  to  such  offender:  and  for  want  of  such 
distress  shall  commit  such  offender  to  the  common 
Gaol  of  the  County,  there  to  remain,  without  bail  or 
main  prize,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three  months, 
unless  such  money  shall  be  sooner  paid;  and,  in  every 
such  case,  the  proof  of  the  property  shall  be  made  by 
the  possession  of  such  arms  and  accoutrements. 

Now,  to  the  intent,  that  all  the  public  arms  should 
be  collected  and  preserved  for    the  public    use,  and* 

persons,    hereafter    transgressing    the 

above  recited  law, punished,  I  have 

deemed  it  expedient  to  issue  this  Proclamation 

i.e;;r:iiing  and  enjoining  all  persons  whomsoever  (other 
than  those  to  whom  Arms  have  been  duly  delivered,  by 
the  proper  Officers,  for  the  purposes  of  exercise  and 
discipline,  conformably  to  the  Act  for  the  regulation 
of  the  Militia)  having  in  their  custody,  possession,  and 
power,  any  arms,  accoutrements,  colours  or  drums,  be- 
longing to  this  State,  or  to  the  United  States,  forthwith 
to  deliver,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered,  unto  the 
Brigade  Inspector  of  the  Brigade,  within  the  bounds 
whereof  such  persons  respectively  reside.  And  the 
respective  Brigade  Inspectors,  and  all  the  Officers  of 
the  Militia  according  to  the  duties  of  their  respective 

*  Proclamation  mutilated  at  blank  points. 
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stations,  are  required  and  enjoined  diligently  to  en- 
quire after,  and  to  prosecute,  all  persons  whomsoever, 
transgressing  the  said  recited  law;  and,  from  time  to 
time,  to  make  report  of  their  proceedings  therein  to 
the  Adjutant  General. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State, 
at  Lancaster,  the  twentieth  day  of  January,  in  the  Year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  and 
of  the  Commonwealth  the  twenty-fifth. 
By  the  Governor, 

A.  J.  Dallas, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  the  Assembly  informing  of  the  discontinuance  of 
the  office  of  Agent  of  Information. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  DIRECTED  THE  SECRETARY  TO  LAY 
before  you  a  general  statement  of  the  contracts  for 
opening  and  improving  roads  and  rivers. 
The  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the  execution  of 
the  respective  contracts  renders  it  unnecessary  in  my 
opinion  to  employ  a  permanent  agent  to  examine  and 
superintend  the  works;  I  have  therefore  discontin- 
ued that  office,  and  at  the  same  time  I  have  taken 
measures  to  apprize  the  contractors  and  their  sureties 
of  my  determination  to  enforce  the  bond  of  every  de- 
linquent. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster, 
January  19,  180L 
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To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  Delaware  and  Ches- 
apeake Canal. 

Gentlemen : 

I  HAVE  JUST  RECEIVED  A  LETTER  FROM  HIS 
excellency  Richard  Bassett,  esquire,  the  Governor 
of  Delaware,  and  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  that  State,  referred  to  therein;  together  with  the  re- 
port of  the  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolution  empowering  the  Governor  to  appoint 
three  commissioners  to  attend  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Delaware,  now  in  session,  with  a  view  to 
obtain  permission  of  that  State,  upon  proper  principles, 
to  cut  a  canal  between  the  bays  of  Delaware  and  Chesa- 
peake: copies  of  which  I  now  transmit  to  you  by  the 
Secretary. 

The  act  of  Delaware  is  not  to  come  into  operation, 
until  certain  measures  are  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
of  this  State;  which  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your 
early  attention. 

This  business  appears  to  have  been  well  timed  by  the 
Legislature,  and  conducted  with  great  ability  and  dis- 
patch, on  the  part  of  the  commissioners. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster, 
February  6,  1801. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Representatives  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  United  States  Congress — 
1801. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

IN  THE  NAME  AND   BY  THE  AUTHORITY  OF 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
By  THOMAS  M'KEAN,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

(Signed.)     Tho.  M'Kean. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  is  provided  in  and  by  an 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled 
"An  Act  to  provide  for  the  election  of 
Representatives  of  this  State,  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,"  that 
the  Governor  having  received  the  Re- 
turns of  the  election  from  the  Sheriff 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  respec- 
tive Sheriffs  of  the  several  Counties  of  this  Common- 
wealth, shall  declare  by  Proclamation,  the  name  of  the 
person  or  persons  to  him  returned  as  duly  elected  in 
each  respective  district:  And  Whereas  it  appears, 
from  the  returns  of  the  General  Election,  held  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  October  last,  in  and  for  the  several 
districts  hereinafter  specified,  that  the  following  named 
Persons  were  duly  elected  therein  respectively,  to  serve 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  term  of  two  years,  from  and  after  the  fourth 
day  of  March  next,  that  is  to  say: 

1.  In  the  district  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  William 
Jones. 

2.  In  the   district  of    the    County  of    Philadelphia, 
Michael  Leib. 

3.  In  the  district  of  the  Counties  of  Chester  and  Dela- 
ware, Joseph  Hemphill. 
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4.  In  the  district  of  the  Counties  of  Berks  and  Lu- 
zerne, Joseph  Heister. 

5.  In  the  district  of  the  Counties  of  Dauphin,  North- 
umberland and  Lycoming,  John  A.  Hanna. 

6.  In  the  district  of  the  Counties  of  Bucks,  Mont- 
gomery, Northampton  and  Wayne,  Robert  Brown  and 
Peter  Muhlenberg. 

7.  In  the  district  of  the  County  of  Lancaster,  Thomas 
Boude. 

8.  In  the  district  of  the  County  of  York  and  Adams, 
John  Stewart. 

9.  In  the  district  of  the  Counties  of  Cumberland  and 
Mifflin  including  Centre,  Andrew  Gregg. 

j().  Ill  the  district  of  the  Counties  of  Bedford,  Som- 
erset, Franklin  and  Huntingdon,  Henry  Woods. 

11.  In  the  district  of  the  Counties  of  Westmoreland 
and  Fayette,  John  Smilie. 

12.  In  the  district  of  the  Counties  of  Washington, 
Greene,  and  Allegheny  including  Crawford,  Albert 
Gallatin. 

Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation,  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  William 
Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Hemphill,  Joseph  Heister, 
John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Brown,  Peter  Muhlenberg, 
Thomas  Boude,  John  Stewart,  Andrew  Gregg,  H^nry 
Woods,  John  Smilie,  and  Albert  Gallatin,  are  duly 
elected  and  chosen  as  Representatives  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  for  two  years  from  the  said  fourth 
day  of  March  next.. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Lancaster  the  tenth  day  of  February  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  and  of 
the  Commonwealth  the  twenty-fifth. 

By  the  Governor, 

A.  J.  Dallas, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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To   the   Assembly   concerning  fugitive   slaves   from 
Maryland. 

Gentlemen : 

I  HAVE  THIS  DAY  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  POST- 
office,  a  letter  dated  the  fifteenth  of  last  month, 
from  his  excellency  Benjamin  Ogle,  governor  of 
Maryland,  in  council,  complaining  of  the  losses  and  in- 
conveniences sustained  by  a  number  of  the  citizens 
thereof,  by  reason  of  their  slaves  absconding  from  their 
service  and  secreting  themselves  in  the  neighboring 
states,  and  hoping  for  that  co-operation  and  assistance 
which  from  our  political  union  we  owe  to  each  other. 
Copies  of  the  letter  and  its  enclosures  will  herewith  be 
laid  before  you  by  the  secretary  of  the  state,  as  the  case 
appears  to  me  to  claim  the  particular  attention  of  the 
legislature. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  ^ 

February  11,  1801. 


Proclamation    warning    Intruders    against    Settling 
Certain  Lands  in  the  Western  Part  of  the  State. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

IN'THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AUTHORITY  OF 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
By  THOMAS  M'KEAN,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  provision  was  heretofore 
made  by  an  Act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly passed  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
April  in  the  year  1795,  to  prevent  and 
punish  intrusions  upon  lands  within 
the  limits  of  the  Counties  of  North- 
ampton, Northumberland  and  Lu- 
zerne j  and  also  to  prevent  and  punish  conspiracies  for 
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the  purpose  of  convejing  or  settling  on  any  lands  with- 
in the  said  limits  under  any  half  share  right  or  any  other 
pretended  title  not  derived  from  the  authority  of  the 
Commonwealth,  or  of  the  late  Proprietaries  of  Penn- 
sylvania before  the  Revolution  or  for  the  purpose  of  lay- 
ing out  Townships  within  the  said  limits  by  persons  not 
appointed  or  acknowledged  by^this  Commonwealth: 
And  Whereas  further  provision  has  been  made  by  an 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly  passed  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  February  in  the  year  1801  more  effectually  to 
prevent  and  punish  any  of  the  offences  aforesaid  com- 
mitted in  relation  to  the  same  lands  now  lying  within 
the  Counties  of  Wayne,  Northampton,  Luzerne,  North- 
umberland, or  Lycoming:  To  the  intent  therefore  that 
the  provisions  of  the  said  Acts  of  the  General  As- 
sembly may  be  duly  inforced,  and  in  compliance  with 
the  requisitions  thereof  I  have  issued  this  Proclama- 
tion, Hereby  forbidding  all  future  intrusions  on  the 
lands  within  the  limits  of  the  said  Counties  of  Wayne, 
Northampton,  Luzerne,  Northumberland  or  Lycoming 
and  enjoining  and  requiring  all  persons  who  have  in- 
truded on  any  lands  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
said  first  recited  Act  to  withdraw  peaceably  from  the 
lands  whereon  such  intrusions  have  been  made:  And 
all  Otticers  of  the  Government  and  all  good  Citizens  of 
the  Commonwealth  are  further  hereby  required  and  en- 
joined to  prevent  or  to  prosecute  by  all  legal  means 
such  intrusions  and  intruders,  and  to  render  in  their 
several  capacities  the  most  prompt  and  effectual  aid 
for  carrying. into  full  execution  the  provisions  of  the 
said  recited  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Com- 
monwealth at  Lancaster  this  fourteenth  day  of  April 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
one  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  twenty-fifth. 

By  the  Governor,  THO.  M'KEAN. 

James  Trimble, 

Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  to  Congress 
of  William  Hoge  and  Isaac  Van  Home. 

PenDsylvania,  ss: 

IN  THE  NAiME  AND  BY  THE  AUTHORITY  OF 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  By  THOMAS 
M'KEAN,  Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  is  provided  in  and  by  an 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly  entitled 
"An  Act  to  provide  for  the  election  of 
Representatives  of  this  State,  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,"  that 
the  Governor  having  received  the  Re- 
turns from  the  Sheriffs  of  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia  and  the  respective  Sheriffs  of 
the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth  shall  de- 
clare by  Proclamation  the  name  of  the  person  or  per- 
sons to  him  returned  as  duly  elected  in  each  respective 
District.  And  whereas  it  appears  from  Returns  of 
Elections  held  in  the  district  composed  of  the  Counties 
of  Bucks,  Montgomery,  Northampton  and  Wayne,  and 
in  the  district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Washing- 
ton, Greene,  Allegheny  and  Crawford  in  pursuance  of 
writs  issued  by  me  for  that  purpose  that  Isaac  Van- 
home  has  been  duly  elected  in  the  former  and  William 
Hoge  in  the  latter  district  to  serve  as  Representatives 
of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  for  said  Districts  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Peter 
Muhlenberg  and  Albert  Gallatin,  Esquires. 

Now  therefore  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Isaac  Van- 
home  and  William  Hoge  are  duly  elected  and  * 

Representatives  of  the  People  of  this  Commonwealth 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  for   and   during  the   remainder  of    t\\e 
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terms  respectively  for  which  the  said  Peter  Muhlenberg 
and  Albert  Gallatin  were  elected  to  serve. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 

at  Lancaster,  the  fifth  * day  of  November  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one, 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  twenty-sixth. 

By  the  Governor, 

T.-  M.  Thompson,  Sec. 


Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly — 1801. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

IT  IS  WITH  THE  HIGHEST  SATISFACTION 
that  I  address  you,  at  a  period  the  most  auspicious 
in  the  affairs  of  America,  that  has  occurred  since 
the  termination  of  our  revolutionary  contest.  Con- 
templating our  domestic  scene,  recent  events  have 
proved,  that  the  great  body  of  the  people  remain  faith- 
ful to  republican  principles  and  institutions;  the  in- 
dependence and  liberties  of  the  Union,  have  been  con- 
huA  d  to  the  guardianship  of  men  of  approved  wisdom, 
worth  and  patriotism;  and  the  prospect  of  returning 
ccuiliience  and  harmony,  already  enlightens  and  ani- 
mates the  intercourse  of  social  life. 

Extending  our  view  to  foreign  occurrences  likewise, 
we  find  the  United  States »at  peace  with  all  the  world; 
and  every  friend  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  human- 
ity must  rejoice  in  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  which  has 
so  long  and  so  extensively  afflicted  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope. 

To  aid  in  perpetuating  the  blessings,  which  a  benefi- 
cent Providence  has  thus  bestowed  upon  our  country,  is 

♦Original  mutilated. 


47^  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

an  important  and  honourable  duty,  particularly  incum- 
bent upon  all  who  are  placed  in  stations  of  public  trust. 

From  you  therefore  Gentlemen,  our  fellow-citizens 
may  justly  expect  a  zealous  and  successful  exertion  of 
the  Legislative  authority;  and  on  my  part,  I  promise 
a  cordial  co-operation.  The  spirit  of  party  and  the 
pride  of  opinion,  will  no  longer,  I  am  confident,  embar- 
rass the  transaction  of  business;  but  the  common  effort 
of  all  the  departments  of  Government  will  be  directed, 
iii  uniform  with  the  obvious  sentiments  of  our  constitu- 
ents, to  maintain  our  Republican  systems,  to  inculcate 
virtue,  to  advance  knowledge,  and  to  reward  industry. 

In  the  communications  that  were  made  to  your  pre- 
decessors, I  stated  the  principal  objects  which  required 
Legislative  attention;  but  an  anxious  sense  of  the  im- 
portance of  an  immediate  reform  in  the  judiciary  de- 
partment impels  me  to  repeat,  that  the  administration 
of  justice  must  soon  become  inefficient,  unless  the  num- 
hev  of  the  Judges  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be  in- 
creased, and  the  courts  of  common  pleas  shall  be  re-or- 
ganized upon  a  plan  more  adequate  to  the  state  of  popu- 
lation and  commerce.  A  revision  of  the  election-law, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  State  government,  and  the  in- 
troduction of  a  permanent  election-law,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Federal  government,  are  matters  of  too 
much  moment  to  be  neglected;  and  I  flatter  myself,  that 
the  success  which  has  accompanied  my  endeavours  to 
improve  the  discipline  of  the  militia  will  ensure  your 
assistance,  in  whatever  shall  be  further  necessary  to 
the  accomplishment  of  that,  object.  The  institution  of 
public  schools,  and  the  establishment  of  a  form  of  ac- 
tion for  prosecuting  suits  against  the  State,  are  ar- 
rangements which  the  constitution  expressly  devolves 
on  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature. 

In  connection  with  the  other  improvements  of  the 
judiciary  department,  the  law  for  regulating  juries  will 
deserve  consideration;  and  some  provision  should  be 
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made  to  obviate  the  growing  inconvenience  and  ex- 
I^eDse  which  proceed  from  an  increase  of  the  prisoners 
m  the  jail  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  removal  of  convicts 
from  the  different  counties  of  the  state  to  the  city. 

While  I  call  your  attention  .to  the  health-law,  in  order 
to  recommend  that  measures  should  be  taken  to  re- 
move, in  its  operation,  any  reasonable  dissatisfaction 
on  the  part  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  and  to  apportion 
more  justly  the  punishments  to  the  offences  specified 
in  the  law;  permit  me  to  add  a  congratulation  upon  the 
health  that  the  city  has  uninterruptedly  enjoyed  during 
the  present  year;  a  blessing  which,  under  the  favour  of 
Heaven,  may  doubtless  in  a  great  degree  be  ascribed  to 
the  vigilance  of  the  board  of  health,  and  of  the  officers 
of  the  lazaretto. 

I  cannot  omit  suggesting  the  propriety  of  a  law  at 
this  time,  to  enable  aliens  to  purchase  and  hold  lands 
in  the  same  manner  as  citizens.  It  appears  also  to  be 
necessary  to  extend  the  time  for  patenting  lands,  from 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  for  two  or  three  years,  on 
account  of  the  present  pecuniary  embarrassments  of 
the  western  inhabitants. 

The  several  executive  duties  which  devolved  on  me 
during  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  have  been 
promptly  and  carefully  performed.  Among  these  it  is 
proper  to  mention,  that  the  contracts,  for  the  purchase 
of  the  remaining  moiety  of  the  arms  to  supply  the  mi- 
Ftia,  have  been  made  upon  very  advantageous  terms, 
more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  cheaper  than  the 
purchase  of  the  first  moiety;  that  many  of  the  arms  have 
been  already  delivered,  and  that  the  whole  will  prob- 
ably be  finished  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  Summer. 
Contracts  have  also  been  entered  into  for  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  Susquehanna,  from  Wright's  ferry  to 
the  Maryland  line,  and  the  work  has  been  far  advanced; 
but,  to  ensure  its  execution,  an  additional  grant  of 
about  two  thousand  dollars  will  be  requisite.     Regard- 
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•ng  it  as  important,  I  employed  a  skilful  engineer,  to 
make  a  chart  of  the  navigable  channel  between  the  two 
points  embraced  by  the  contract;  and  I  recommend  a 
provision  for  continuing  the  draft  to  the  heads  of  the 
main  branches  of  the  river,  as  an  object  of  great  public 
utility. 

The  resignation  of  the  Commissioners,  originally  ap- 
pointed to  execute  the  act  for  settling  the  unhappy  con- 
troversy, in  relation  to  the  seventeen  townships  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  unavoidably  occasioned  some  delay  in 
that  business;  but  it  is  probable  that  their  successors 
(who  have  evinced  great  assiduity,  abilities  and  fidelity 
for  the  task)  will  bring  it  to  a  satisfactory  termination 
before  the  close  of  the  next  year. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  officers  of  accounts  will  exhibit  to  you  a  general 
view  of  the  finances  of  the  Commonwealth.  Though, 
on  the  one  hand,  you  will  perceive,  that  the  existing 
revenue  is  insufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
Government;  you  will  derive  consolation,  on  the  other 
hand,  from  the  abundant  resources,  which  the  pros- 
perous condition  of  the  State  presents  for  your  imme- 
diate assistance.  Besides  the  ordinary  appropriations 
for  the  current  year,  you  will  deem  it  proper  to  supply 
the  omission  of  a  special  appropriation  for  the  last 
year's  expenses  of  the  Executive  Department;  and  per- 
mit me  to  observe,  that  contingencies  frequently  im- 
pose an  official  expense  on  the  Governor,  which  ought 
to  be  borne  by  the  public.  Repeated  visits  from  In- 
dian chiefs,  on  affairs  interesting  to  the  community, 
have  occurred  since  my  administration;  and  in  a  late 
instance  I  have  been  able,  at  some  expense  and  trouble, 
with  the  benevolent  co-operation  of  a  few  respectable 
members  of  the  society  of  Friends,  to  mediate  between 
two  neighbouring  tribes,  of  the  Senaea  and  Muncy  In- 
dians, so  as  to  avert  the  hostilities  with  which  they 
violently  menaced  each  other. 
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In  the  course  of  your  fiscal  investigations,  you  will 
find,  that,  entertaining  a  suspicion  that  certain  certi- 
ficates of  state  debt,  which  were  presented  for  pay- 
ment, had  already  been  redeemed:  I  directed  an  en- 
quiry into  the  subject,  and  the  result  will  now  be  com- 
municated to  you,  in  the  report  of  the  present  Comp- 
troller-General. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives : 

The  documents  that  are  necessary  for  your  informa- 
tion, on  the  various  topics  to  which  I  have  referred,  will 
be  presented  by  the  Secretary:  and  be  assured,  that  I 
shall  be  solicitious  in  every  other  respect  to  facilitate 
your  deliberations  and  to  expedite  the  transaction  of 
the  public  business.  With  a  just  sense  of  what  is  due 
to  our  constituents  and  to  ourselves,  I  anticipate,  from 
the  example  of  the  present  session,  all  that  is  necessary 
to  demonstrate  that  Pennsylvania,  guided  by  councils 
proceeding  immediately  from  the  people,  is  faithfully 
federal  and  firmly  republican. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  December  5,  1801. 


To  the  Assembly  announcing  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Dallas  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Thompson  as 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen : 

IT  MAY  BE  PROPER  TO  INFORM  YOU,  THAT,  IN 
consequence  of  the  resignation  of  Alexander  J.  Dal- 
las, Esquire,  which  I  much  regret,  I  have  appointed 
and  commissioned  Thomas  M'Kean  Thompson,  to  be 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth;  agreeably  to  the  fif- 
teenth section  of  the  second  article  of  the  Constitution. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  5th  December,  1801. 
31— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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To  the  Assembly  announcing  the  enactment  of  a  bill 
to  tax  the  office  of  Prothonotary  or  Clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  BILL,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  TAX  THE 
Office  of  Prothonotary,  or  Clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Court,"  which  was  presented  to  me  near  the  close 
of  the  last  Session,  has  not  been  sent  back,  within  three 
days  after  your  present  Meeting;  so  that  it  is  now  be- 
come a  law.  I  have  directed  it  to  be  returned  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  which  it  originated. 

This  is  intended  as  an  additional  evidence  of  the  de- 
ference I  pay  to  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature,  by  pre- 
ferring it  to  my  own. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  December  5,  1801. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  Doctors  Binney  and 
Jackson,  sureties  of  John  Nicholson. 

Gentlemen : 

IT  HAVING  APPEARED  TO  ME,  THAT  THE 
former  Comptroller-general,  John  Nicholson,  Es- 
quire, deceased,  became  indebted  to  the  Common- 
wealth, in  a  Sum  of  Money,  exceeding  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  received  in  the  exercise  of  his  Office; 
and  that  he  had  died  insolvent;  I  inquired  after  the 
Securities  he  had  given,  for  the  faithful  execution  of  his 
Office,  and  have  ascertained,  that,  on  the  9th  day  of 
May,  1785,  he  entered  into  an  Obligation  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, in  the  penal  Sum  of  five  thousand  pounds, 
Barnabas  Binney  and  Matthew  Irwin  being  his  Sure- 
ties for  that  purpose;  and  that  he  again  executed  an- 
other Obligation,  in  the  like  Penalty,    with  Blair   Mc- 
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Cleiiaclian  and  David  Jackson  as  his  Sureties,  on  the 
27th  March,  17S9,  for  the  same  purpose;  and,  lastly,  on 
the  first  day  of  September,  1791,  he  executed  another 
Obligation,  in  the  same  penal  Sum,  with  Blair  Mc- 
Clenachan  and  David  Jacksoij  as  his  Sureties,  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  the  same  Trust. 

Investigating  this  Business  farther,  I  learned,  that 
Doctor  David  Jackson,  being  Executor  of  Doctor  Bin- 
ney,  and  Guardian  of  his  Children,  had  obtained  from 
Mr.  Nicholson,  with  a  view  to  the  Indemnity  of  himself 
and  Doctor  Binney,  divers  Evidences  of  Debts  of  this 
State,  due  to  Individuals,  amounting  to  more  than  the 
Penalties  in  the  two  Obligations,  in  which  they  had  be- 
come Sureties.  I  thereupon  directed  the  Kegister-gen- 
eral  to  write  to  the  Executrix  of  Doctor  David  Jackson, 
Esquire,  late  deceased,  and  to  propose  to  her  an  In- 
demnification against  the  Bonds  or  Obligations  entered 
into  by  the  Testator  and  Doctor  Binney,  as  Sureties,  on 
condition  of  the  delivery  of  the  Evidences  of  State 
Debts,  in  her  possession,  to  the  Register  and  Comptrol- 
ler-generals; provided  they  should  amount  to  the  Penal- 
ties in  the  two  Bonds.  This  proposition  has  been 
agreed  to,  and  Certificates  of  State  Debt,  and  Unfunded 
Debt,  to  the  amount,  in  Principal  and  Interest,  of  Dol- 
lars 37,714  61-100,  are  offered,  in  case  the  Representa- 
tives of  David  Jackson,  Esquire,  and  Doctor  Barnabus 
Binney,  shall  be  indemnified  against  their  Obligations, 
as  Sureties  for  Mr.  Nicholson. 

The  Defaults  of  John  Nicholson,  Esquire,  the  former 
Comptroller-general,  have  taken  place  after  the  1st 
September,  1701;  and  therefore,  I  should,  without  hesi- 
tation, have  complied  with  the  offer  made,  had  it  not 
occurred  during  the  Session  of  the  Legislature;  to 
whose  wisdom  I  now  submit  it. 

The  Secretary  of  State  will  lay  before  you,  Copies  of 
the  most  interesting  Papers  I  have  obtained,  respect- 
ing this  Business. 
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I  embrace  this  opportunity  of  also  transmitting  to 
you  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor of  North  Carolina,  covering  certain  Resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  that  State. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  January  29,  1802. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  bills  concerning  the  incom- 
patibility of  holding  at  the  same  time  certain  State 
and  Federal  offices. 

Gentlemen: 

I  HAVE  READ  AND  CONSIDERED  THE  ACT  OF 
the  General  Assembly,  entitled,  "An  Act  declaring 
the  holding  of  Offices  or  Appointments  under  this 
State,  incompatible  with  the  holding  or  exercising 
Offices  or  Appointments  under  the  United  States."  I 
have  reconsidered  and  deliberated  most  seriously  its 
operation  and  do  not  approve  it.  I  have  directed  it  to 
be  returned  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which 
it  originated,  together  with  my  objections,  which  are 
as  follows,  to  wit: 

1.  Since  the  present  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania 
was  established,  on  the  second  day  of  September,  1790, 
until  this  period,  no  complaint  or  application  has  been 
made,  by  petition  or  otherwise,  to  any  branch  of  our 
Government,  suggesting  that  any  Officer  under  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  or  Member  of  Con- 
gress held  an  Office  in  this  State,  that  was  supposed  to 
have  a  tendency  to  affect  the  sovereignty  or  freedom 
thereof;  from  which  I  conclude,  that  the  separation 
made  by  the  Constitution,  between  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  this  State,  with  respect  to 
the  administration  of  their  respective  powers,  has  been 
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carried  far  enough,  and  is  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the 
People. 

2.  I  cannot  conceive  a  reason,  for  introducing  such  an 
Act  at  this  time,  when  the  good  People  of  this  Com 
monwealth  can  entertain  no  apprehensions  of  a  wish, 
of  the  present  providential  and  most  fortunate  repre- 
sentation, in  the  Executive  and  Legislative  Depart- 
ments of  our  national  Government,  to  impair  the  con- 
stitutional sovereignty  of  the  individual  States. 

It  appears  to  me  to  intimate  an  unreasonable  jealousy 
and  distrust,  not  only  of  the  virtuous  and  great  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  Union,  but  also  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  Pennsylvania;  both  chosen  by  the  People  them- 
selves, and  known  to  be  unequivocally  disposed  to  se- 
cure and  promote  their  happiness. 

3.  Because,  a  few  months  ago,  I  persuaded  a  Gentle- 
man, not  less  distinguished  for  probity  than  talents,  to 
accept  the  Commission  of  Recorder  of  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, during  his  good  behaviour,  though  then  At- 
torney of  the  United  States  for  the  Eastern  District  of 
Pennsylvania;  in  the  holding  of  which,  at  the  same 
time,  I  am  not  happy  enough  to  discover  any  collision  or 
incompatibility;  and  therefore  it  must  appear  very  ex- 
traordinary indeed,  in  me,  to  co-operate  in  an  Act  that 
declares  his  Commission  shall  not  only  be  vacated,  but, 
if  he  exercises  the  Office  for  a  time,  he  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  a  Criminal,  when  there  has  not  been,  nor  can 
be,  even  the  slightest  suggestion  of  misbehaviour  or 
incapacity. 

4.  There  are  at  present,  in  my  recollection,  but  two 
Gentlemen  of  this  State,  who  have  been  appointed  by 
me,  that  can  be  affected  by  this  Act:  One  has  been 
mentioned;  another,  a  Member  of  Congress,  was  lately 
appointed  resident  Physician  at  the  Lazaretto.  What 
possible  evil  can  arise  to  Pennsylvania  from  these  ap- 
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pointments,  I  do  not  comprehend;  especially  when  it 
is  considered,  that  these  Gentlemen  have  been  distin- 
guished for  patriotism,  talents,  and  attachment  to  our 
revolutionary  and  republican  Principles.  It  will  be 
very  difficult  to  find  a  Gentleman  of  the  Law,  qualified 
for  the  office  of  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
that  has  not  been  admitted  to  practice  in  some  of  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  all  such  are  excluded 
by  this  act;  nor  can  I  perceive  the  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended for  the  liberties  of  the  State,  from  the  same 
person  officiating  as  Constable,  &c.,  under  both 
branches  of  our  Government. 

5. 1  conceive  the  Act  to  be  not  only  unnecessary  and 
inexpedient,  but  in  the  precedent,  alarming  to  all  per- 
sons holding  offices  during  good  behavior.  The  tenure 
of  such  Commissions  ought  not  to  depend  on  every  gale 
that  blows.  The  Legislature  cannot  vacate  or  impair 
a  contract  solemnly  made  between  the  Commonwealth 
and  an  individual.  Having  even  the  power,  will  not 
sanction  it.  Besides,  as  at  present  advised,  I  very 
much  doubt  its  constitutionality.  The  office  may  be 
abolished  in  many  cases;  but  the  Officer  cannot  be  re- 
moved, without  being  convicted  of  a  misdemeanor  in 
office,  unless,  where  otherwise  specially  provided  in 
our  State  Constitution;  and  I  cannot,  from  a  confidence 
in  the  legal  knowledge,  integrity,  and  fortitude  of  my 
former  Brethren  in  the  Supreme  Court,  risque  my  char 
acter  in  a  judicial  decision  on  this  question,  when  I  do 
not  foresee  any  advantage  to  be  derived  to  my  Country 
from  a  possibility  of  success.  What  conscience  warns 
me  not  to  do,  I  must  avoid,  however  anxious  to  gratify 
a  Legislature,  by  me  so  much  respected  and  esteemed. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Jiancaster,  Februarv  3, 1802, 


Thomas  M'Kean.  487 

To  the  Assembly  concerning  a  Report  of  the  Agent 
to  Investigate  Intrusions  upon  the  State  Lands  in 
Western  Counties,  and  Concerning  the  Report  of 
the  MiUtia. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  SECRETARY  WILL  LAY  BEFORE  YOU 
Copies  of  the  Report  of  Colonel  Horne,  Agent  to 
investigate  and  inform  of  certain  Offences  against 
the  Laws  for  preventing  Intrusions  in  the  Counties  of 
Northampton,  Wajne,  Northumberland,  Luzerne  and 
Lycoming.  The  Jurors  in  Luzerne  County  are,  in  gen- 
eral, so  influenced  by  interest,  family  connection,  and 
ancient  prejudices,  that  a  pure  and  impartial  Adminis- 
tration of  Justice  cannot,  in  many- cases,  be  attained: 
And  an  irruption  of  unlawful  Intruders  into  some  of 
these  Counties,  in  the  ensuing  Spring,  has  been  threat- 
ened, and  is  seriously  to  be  apprehended. 

The  Agent  found  it  impracticable  to  discharge  the 
Duties  enjoined  upon  him,  in  the  five  Counties,  without 
Assistants ;  for  whom  I  wish  an  express  Compensation 
to  be  provided,  by  Law;  as  they  have  been  hitherto  uq- 
paid. 

A  further  legislative  Interposition,  in  the  Premises, 
appears  to  me  to  be  necessary:  And,  as  it  is  the  most 
humane  method  of  preventing  and  correcting  the  Of- 
fences contemplated,  and  may  probably  prove  effectual; 
so,  I  rest  assured,  it  will  not  be  omitted. 

I  have  also  directed  Copies  of  the  general  Return  of 
the  Militia,  by  the  Adjutant-general,  amounting  to  88,- 
707  enrolled  and  effective  Men,  between  the  ages  of  18 
and  45  years;  and  a  Report  on  the  situation  of  the  Pub- 
lic Arms;  to  be  presented  herewith,  for  your  Informa- 
tion. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  Feb,  15,  180^ 
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Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Murderers  of  Peter 
Bechkercher. 

Pennsylvania,  ss; 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AUTHORITY  OF 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  THOMAS  M'KEAN,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

(Signed.)     Tho.  M'Kean. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  I  have  received  authentic 
information,  that  on  the  evening  of 
the  eighth  instant,  a  certain  Peter 
Bechkercher  was  between  the  centre 
Engine  House  and  the  Middle  Ferry 
of  Schuylkill,    within  the    limits    of 

*  Unknown  and  what 

-  the  peace  and  security 


and  humanity  require,  that  the  perpe- 
trators of  an  offence  so  atrocious  should  be  speedily 
discovered  and  severely  punished.  I  ]iave  therefore 
thought  it  proper  to  issue  this  Proclamation,  hereby 
offering  a  reward  of  one  hundred  dollars,  in  addition 
to  four  hundred  dollars  offered  by  the  Mayor  of  the 
said  City,  to  any  person  or  persons,  who  shall  discover, 
apprehend,  and  secure  the  persons  or  person  who  were 
guilty  of  the  murder  committed  as  aforesaid  to  be  paid 
upon  the  conviction  of  the  murderers  or  any  of  them. 
And  I  do  hereby  promise  a  free  and  full  pardon  to  any 
one  of  the  said  murderers  (the  principal  person  con- 
cerned therein  only  excepted)  who  shall  discover,  ap- 
prehend and  secure  the  said  principal  person,  or  any 
other,  or  others  of  the  said  murderers,  so  that  he  or  they 
shall  be  convicted  as  aforesaid.  And  I  do  hereby  re- 
quire and  command    all    Judges,    Justices,    Sheriffs, 

♦Proclamation  mutilated  in  blank  spaces. 
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Coroners,  Constables,  and  other  Officers,  according  to 
the  duties  of  their  respective  Offices  and  stations,  to  be 
vigilant  in  enquiring  after  and  bringing  the  said  Mur 
derers  and  every  of  them  to  Justice. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Lancaster,  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  February  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two, 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  twenty-sixth. 
Bv  the  Governor. 


Proclamation  promulgating  an  Act  of  the  Assembly 
regarding  the  Intrusion  of  the  Connecticut  Immi- 
grants in  the  Western  Part  of  the  State. 

Pcnnsjlvania,  ss: 

BY    THOMAS    M'KEAN,    GOVERNOR    OF    THE 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

(Signed.)     Tho.  M'Kean. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  in  and  by  the  fifth  Section 
of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  maintain  the  ter- 
ritorial rights  of  this  State  and  to  pro- 
tect the  property  of  persons  holding 
lands  under  the  same,"  passed  the 
sixth  day  of  April  last  the  Governor 
is  authorized  and  required  to  make  known  the  contents 
thereof  by  proclamation  and  to  enjoin  obedience  there- 
to which  said  Act  is  expressed  in  the  following  words: 
"Whereas  certain  persons  under  the  pretence  of  title 
derived  either  from  the  State  of  Connecticut  or  from 
certain  companies  known  by  the  names  of  the  Con- 
necticut Susquehanna  Company  and  the  Connecticut 
Delaware  Company  to  a  considerable  extent  of  ter- 

♦Slgnature  cut  out. 
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ritorj  within  this  state  have  by  various  improper  prac- 
tices long  endeavoured  to  defeat  the  execution  of  the 
laws  of  this  State  and  to  defame  the  titles  of  persons 
holding  lands  by  grants  from  this  State  or  the  late  Pro- 
prietaries before  the  revolution  in  order  therefore  to 
counteract  such  practices  and  to  preserve  the  just  rights 
of  this  State. 

Section  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
in  General  Assembly  met  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by 
the  authority  of  the  same  That  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  'May  next  no  conveyance  to  be  made  of  any  land 
within  the  counties  of  Luzerne,  Lycoming  and  Wayne 
shall  be  good  or  effectual  to  pass  any  right,  title,  es- 
tate or  interest  or  claim  whatever  either  at  law  or  in 
equity  unless  the  title  to  the  land  in  such  conveyance 
shall  expressly  refer  to  and  recite  the  substance  of  the 
warrant,  survey,  patent  or  title  under  which  the  same 
is  so  derived  from  this  State  or  the  late  Proprietaries 
thereof  before  the  said  fourth  of  July  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six.  And  if  any  Judge  or 
Justice  shall  take  an  acknowledgment  or  proof  of  or 
any  Recorder  of  Deeds  or  any  other  person  shall  record 
any  deed  which  shall  not  have  been  derived  as  afore- 
said he  shall  forfeit  for  every  offence  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  dollars  which  forfeiture  shall  be  recoverable 
by  action  of  debt  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  State  the 
one-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
the  other  half  thereof  to  the  person  who  shall  su!^  for 
the  same  and  such  acknowledgment  and  recording 
shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect  and  every  such  recorder 
of  deeds  so  offending  shall  forfeit  his  office:  Provided 
alw^ays  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  make  valid  any  conveyance  heretofore 
made  of  any  pretended  title  or  claim  ti  land  under  the 
colony  or  State  of  Connecticut  or  either  of  the  Com- 
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panies  known  by  the  names  of  the  Connecticut  Susque- 
hanna or  the  Connecticut  Delaware  Company." 

Section  II.  "And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  author- 
ity aforesaid,  That  no  person  in  any  manner  interested 
in  the  said  pretended  title  or  claim  uuder  the  Colony  or 
State  of  Connecticut  or  either  of  the  said  Companies 
shall  sit  as  a  Judge  or  serve  as  a  juror  in  any  cause  civil 
or  criminal  wherein  the  said  pretended  claim  or  title 
shall  or  may  directly  or  indirectly  be  brought  into  ques- 
tion and  if  any  Sheriff  shall  summon  any  person  or  per- 
sons to  serve  as  a  Juror  or  Jurors  who  are  directly  or 
indirectly  concerned  or  interested  in  any  Connecticut 
title  knowing  him  or  them  to  be  so  concerned  or  inter- 
ested such  Sheriff  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  fined 
in  any  sura  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  to  be  re- 
covered as  other  fines  and  forfeitures  are  recoverable 
by  law. 

Section  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid  that  none  of  the  penalties  or  disa- 
bilities created  by  the  present  act  except  so  far  as  con- 
cerns any  Judges,  Sheriffs  or  Jurors  shall  relate  to 
lands  or  the  claimants  of  land  within  the  seventeen 
townships  of  Luzerne  County  or  any  of  them  so  far  as 
concerns  any  act  of  their  respecting  lands  within  the 
said  townships  which  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be 
duly  submitted  according  to  Law  under  the  provisions 
of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Common- 
wealth passed  on  the  fourth  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  entitled  "An  Act 
offering  compensation  to  Pennsylvania  claimants  of 
land  within  the  seventeen  townships  in  Luzerne  County 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  or  any  sup- 
plement thereto. 

Section  IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  any  person  who  shall  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  June  next  bargain,  sell  or  convey 
or  by  any  ways  or  means  obtain,  get  or  procure  any  pre- 
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tended  right  or  title  or  make  or  take  any  promise,  cou- 
tiact,  grant  or  covenant  to  have  any  right  or  title  of  any 
person  or  persons  in  or  to  any  lands,  tenements  or 
hereditaments  within  this  State  under  the  said  pre- 
tended title  from  the  State  of  Connecticut  or  either  of 
the  said  companies  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars  which  forfeiture  shall  be  recoverable  by 
action  of  debt  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  Common- 
wealth the  one-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  other  half  to  the  person  who  shall  sue 
for  the  same  and  such  promise,  contract,  grant  or  cofb- 
nant  is  hereby  declared  to  be  utterly  void  and  of  no  ef- 
fect. 

Section  V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  the  Governor  is  hereby  au- 
thorised and  required  to  make  known  the  contents  of 
this  Law  by  Proclamation  and  to  enjoin  obedience 
thereto." 

Now  therefore  in  compliance  with  the  request  and  in 
pursuance  of  the  authority  to  me  by  law  given  as  afore- 
said I  have  issued  this  Proclamation  hereby  in  all 
things  enjoining  obedience  to  the  provisions  in  the  said 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly  contained. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Lancaster,  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two  and  of 
the  Commonwealth  the  XXVIth. 

By  the  Governor, 

T.  M.  Thompson,  Sec. 
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Proclamation  of  an  Act  to  Settle  the  Controversies 
Concerning  Certain  Lands  in  the  Western  Part  of 
the  State. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

(Signed.)     Tho.  M'Kean. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

By  THOMAS  M'KEAN,  Governor 
of  the  said  Commonwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  issued  the 
second  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  two,  entitled  "An  Act  to  settle 
the  controversies  arising  from  contending  claims  to 
Lands  within  that  part  of  the  territory  of  this  Common- 
wealth, north  and  west  of  the  river  Ohio  and  Alle- 
gheny and  Connewangs  Creek,  a  majority  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Commonwealth,  met  to- 
gether on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June  last,  and  devised 
the  form  in  which  the  questions,  in  the  said  Act  stated, 
should  be  brought  to  a  hearing  and  decision  before  a 
Court  and  Jury;  and  have  certified  and  transmitted  the 
same  to  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  man- 
ner following,  to  wit: 

They  direct,  that  an  Action  be  entered  on  the  records 
of  the  Supreme  Court  Wherein  the  Atorney-General 
shall  be  the  plaintiff,  and  the  grantees  under  the  Act 
of  the  third  of  April,  1792,  shall  be  Defendants: 
And  that  a  Declaration  be  filed  by  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral against  the  Defendants,  as  on  a  w^arger,  embrac- 
ing the  questions  proposed  by  the  said  Act  of  Assem- 
bly, of  1802;  to  which  declaration  he  shall  enter  the 
pleas   of  non-assumpsit  and   payment  with  lea^^;   to 
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give  the  special  Matters  evidence;  and  lilvewisa  en- 
ter the  proper  replication  and  join  the  issues. 

And  that  any  person  or  persons  claiming  as  a  Settler 
or  Settlers  under  the  said  Act  of  April,  1792,  and  Alleg- 
ing that  his  or  their  claims  may  be  affected  by  any  war- 
rant, patent  or  grant  made  or  issued  in  pursuance  of  the 
same  act,  shall  be  admitted  to  become  a  party  or  parties 
on  the  part  of  the  defendants.  And  the  said  Judges 
do  further  direct,  that  a  precept,  in  the  Nature  of  a 
Venire  facias,  shall  be  issued  by  the  Prothonotary  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County 
of  Northumberland,  requiring  him  to  summon  the  usual 
number  of  disinterested  persons,  inhabitants  of  the 
Counties  of  Northumberland  or  Lycoming,  to  appear 
at  the  Court-house  of  the  town  of  Sunbury,  in  the  said 
County  of  Northumberland,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
November  next,  at  ten  of  the  Clock  in  the  forenoon,  to 
make  a  jury  of  the  Court  to  try  the  issue  or  issues  di- 
rected by  the  first  above-receipted  Act  of  Assembly 
to  be  there  tried. 

And  the  said  Judges  do  further  direct,  that  a  Sub- 
poena shall  issue  from  the  Office  of  the  Prothonotary  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Land-Office, 
to  appear  and  attend  at  the  said  trial;  bringing  with 
him  all  such  books,  papers,  and  documents  as  he  shall 
think  material  .to  be  produced  and  consulted  thereat; 
And  that  other  Subpoenas  may  be  likewise  issued  by 
the  said  prothonotary,  or  by  the  Clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  of  the  County  of  Northumberland,  or  by  any 
other  Clerk  of  any  other  Circuit  Court  within  this  State, 
^or  all  or  any  Witnesses  that  he  or  they  may  be  re- 
quired to  issue,  by  any  persons  or  persons  proposing  to 
become  a  party  or  parties  to  the  said  Suit. 

And  Whereas  an  Action  is  entered  on  the  records  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  wherein  the  Attorney-General  is 
Plaintiff,  and  the  Grantees  under  the  Act  of  the  third 
of  April,  1792,  are  Defendants;  and  a  Declaration  is 
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filed  by  the  Attorney-General  against  the  Defendants 
as  on  a  wager,  embracing  the  questions  proposed  by  the 
Act  of  Assembly  of  1802,  as  aforesaid;  to  which  declara- 
tion the  said  Attorney-General  has  entered  the  pleas 
of  non-assumpsit  and  payment,  with  leave  to  give  the 
special  matters  in  evidence,  and  the  proper  replications, 
and  joined  the  issues,  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  the 
said  Judges. 

And  whereas  a  precept  in  the  nature  of  a  Venire 
facias,  is  issued  by  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  North- 
umberland and  a  Subpoena  is  issued  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Land-Office,  to  appear,  &c.,  agreeably  to  th^  di- 
rection of  said  Judges. 

Now,  notice  is  hereby  given,  that  all  persons  whom 
it  may  concern,  either  as  parties  or  Witnesses,  may  ap- 
pear at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  to  make  their 
claims,  or  take  defence  as  parties  or  to  give  evidence 
as  Witnesses  on  the  trial  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Less  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Lancaster,  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  and 
of  the  Commonwealth  the  twenty-seventh. 

By  the  Governor, 

T.  M.  Thompson,  Sec, 
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To  the  Assemhly  vetoing  "An  act  for  the  recovery 
of  debts  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
to  direct  the  manner  of  choosing  constables  within 
this  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  BILL,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE  RE- 
covery  of  debts  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  to  direct  the  manner  choosing  con- 
stables within  this  commonwealth,"  was  presented 
for  my  consideration  on  the  day  preceding  the  termin- 
ation of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature;  but,  from 
the  unavoidable  pressure  of  other  important  business, 
it  has  been  impossible  earlier  to  communicate  my 
sentiments  upon  the  subject.  After  serious  delibera- 
tion, however,  I  have  now  directed  the  Secretary  to 
return  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated, 
with  the  following  objections  against  its  being  enacted 
into  a  law. 

1.  Because  the  jurisdiction,  proposed  to  be  assigned 
by  the  bill  to  justices  of  the  peace,  tends  to  render 
the  office  of  a  justice  an  instrument  of  oppression. 
The  bill  proposes  to  give  cognizance  "to  the  mayor,  or 
any  alderman  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  justice 
of  the  peace  within  this  commonwealth,  in  all  actions 
or  suits  for  debts,  trespasses  or  injuries,  not  exceed- 
ing the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars;"  with  an  ex- 
ception as  to  certain  specific  actions.  The  amount 
of  the  sum  in  dispute,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  suits 
on  which  the  jurisdiction  is  given,  will  embrace  most 
of  the  controversies  that  arise  amongst  the  poor.  In 
many  cases,  the  decision  of  the  justice  will  affect  the 
all  of  a  worthy  citizen  and  his  family.  A  jurisdiction 
of  such  extent,  operating  upon  the  property  and 
liberty  of  the  people,  ought  certainly  to  be  exercised 
with  judgment  and  impartiality.  But  the  truth  is, 
that  the  bill  under  consideration  would  devolve  the 
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jurisdiction,  generally  speaking,  upon  persons  of  in- 
competent skill  in  the  law,  (whose  judgments  will 
nevertheless  be  subject  to  revision  in  courts  of  law) 
and,  without  the  aid  of  a  jury,  to  investigate  and 
determine  facts.  Instead  of  a  public  tribunal,  where 
the  judge  is  exposed  to  constant  observation,  a  pri- 
vate room  will  be  substituted  for  the  trial  of  causes. 
Instead  of  independent  judges,  employed  by  the  pub- 
lic to  hear  and  settle  the  differences  between  suitors, 
magistrates  must  be  engaged,  whose  emoluments  will 
depend  upon  the  issue  of  the  suit,  and  the  competency 
of  the  party  to  pay  a  bill  of  costs.  Instead  of  legal 
evidence  referred  to  a  jury,  vague  and  partial  state- 
ments, exhibited  to  the  magistrate,  will  be  the  test 
of  truth.  Thus  the  will  and  pleasure  of  a  justice  of 
the  peace  constitutes  a  legal  decision;  no  reference  i^ 
made  to  the  impartiality  of  a  jury;  the  magistrates  are 
placed  in  a  state  of  rivalship  for  business;  litigious 
plaintiffs  insensibly  create  a  bias  in  their  favour,  and 
the  unfortunate  or  impoverished  defendant  is  exposed 
to  accumulating  prejudice  and  persecution.  "Every 
new  tribunal  (says  Judge  Blackstone  in  the  third 
volume  of  his  Commentaries,  page  380)  erected  for  the 
decision  of  facts,  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury, 
(whether  composed  of  justices  of  the  peace,  commis- 
sioners of  the  revenue,  &c.)  is  a  step  towards  estab- 
lishing an  aristocracy,  the  most  oppressive  of  absolute 
governments."  And  therefore  among  other  things 
(concludes  the  same  author)  "it  is  above  all,  a  duty 
which  every  man  owes  to  his  country,  his  friends,  his 
posterity  and  himself,  to  guard  with  the  most  jealous 
circumspection  against  the  introduction  of  new  and 
arbitrary  methods  of  trial,  which,  under  a  variety  of 
pretences,  may  in  time  imperceptably  undermine  the 
trial  by  jury;  the  best  preservation  of  liberty." 

32— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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2.  Because  the  extended  jurisdiction,  proposed  to 
be  assigned  by  the  bill  to  justices  of  peace,  does  not 
naturally  flow  from  the  principle  upon  which  the 
cognizance  of  suits  was  originally  given  to  single 
magistrates,  and  it  tends  to  increase,  instead  of  dimin- 
ishing the  spirit  and  expences  of  litigation. 

The  ease  and  convenience  of  the  poorer  classes  of 
the  community  gave  occasion  to  the  first  law  of  this 
kind,  and  the  same  inducements  ought  to  influence  all 
the  subsequent  regulations  upon  the  subject.  In  the 
year  1745,  the  jurisdiction  of  a  single  magistrate,  in 
civil  suits,  was  limited  almost  entirely  to  debts,  and 
in  the  value  of  the  matter  in  dispute  to  five  pounds. 
Tt  is  remarkable  likewise,  that  the  costs  of  prosecu- 
tion in  the  common  pleas  are  not  greater  now  (even 
nominally)  than  they  were  at  that  remote  period  of  our 
judicial  institutions.  But,  when  matters  of  law  are 
decided  by  a  magistrate,  unacquainted  with  the  sci- 
ence; and  when  matters  of  fact,  including  the  power  of 
assessing  damages  for  trespasses,  «&c.,  are  settled  with- 
out the  intervention  of  a  jury,  (the  best  investigators 
of  truth  and  the  only  safe  guardians  of  public  justice) 
the  temptations  to  an  appeal  will  be  irresistable;  the 
costs  of  the  court  of  appeal  will  always  be  added  (un- 
less indeed  where  the  poor  are  obliged  to  acquiesce) 
to  the  charges  of  the  magistrate,  and  eventually  both 
parties  will  probably*  incur  a  greater  expence  than 
the  value  of  the  matter  originally  in  controversy. 

3.  Because  the  jurisdiction  proposed  by  the  bill  to 
be  assigned  to  justices  of  the  peace  tends  to  elude, 
if  it  does  not  directly  violate  a  constitutional  pro- 
vision. It  is  declared,  that,  "trial  by  jury  shall  be  as 
heretofore,"  but  that  cannot  be  the  case  if,  according 
to  the  principle  on  which  the  bill  is  founded,  the 
original  jurisdiction  of  all  suits  shall  be  exclusively 
assigned  to  a  single  justice,  and  only  an  appellate 
jurisdiction  be  reserved  for  a  jury.     Again,  the  right 
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of  trial  by  jury  was  intended  to  be  secured  to  the  citi- 
zens in  civil  as  well  as  in  criminal  cases ;  but  the  right 
may  be  as  effectually  defeated  by  the  mode  prescribed 
for  its  enjoyment,  as  by  an  absolute  refusal  to  allow  it. 
Let  it  be  remarked,  that  the  appeal  must  be  made  after 
judgment  has  been  rendered,  it  cannot  be  allowed, 
till  security  is  entered  for  the  payment  of  the  debt, 
and  it  inevitably  falls  on  the  party  (perhaps  the  al- 
ready injured  party)  in  a  heavy  accumulation  of  costs. 
Were  it  proposed  to  abolish  the  trial  by  jury  in  the 
courts  of  common  pleas,  every  citizen  would  at  once 
exclaim  against  so  obvious  a  departure  from  the  whole- 
some maxims  of  our  ancestors;  and  yet  where  i&  the 
substantial  difference  between  that  proposition  and 
a  legislative  transfer  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
to  a  single  justice,  who  decides  upon  every  cause  with- 
out the  intervention  of  a  jury?  In  short,  on  so  inter- 
esting a  subject  it  would  be  unwise  further  to  indulge 
the  spirit  of  innovation.  The  subtleties  and  refine- 
ments, which  might  enable  us  to  undermine  the  trial 
by  jur}^  in  civil  cases,  may  in  worse  times  be  success- 
fully applied  to  deprive  the  community  of  that  ines- 
timable benefit  in  criminal  accusations.  Already  we 
perceive  the  evil  effects  of  a  first  deviation,  ho^v^ever 
slight,  from  this  sacred  principle  of  jurisprudence; 
and  every  friend  to  a  free  government  will  take  the 
present  opportunity  to  reflect  upon  the  danger  of  suc- 
cessive precedents,  which,  originating  in  the  judicial 
departments,  may  insensibly  and  irretrievably  accus- 
tom the  people  to  the  exercise  of  all  the  power  and 
authority  of  the  state,  by  a  permanent  body  of  magis- 
trates. 

4.  A  provision  should  have  been  made,  that  the 
parties  might  be  heard  before  the  magistrate  by 
counsel;  for  it  falls  to  the  lot  of  few  men  to  state  and 
argue  their  own  cause  to  the  best  advantage,  and  the 
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suitors  will  in  general  be  very  unequal  in  talents.  One 
of  the  objects  of  the  bill  appears  to  be,  the  saving  of 
costs;  but  whether  it  will  have  the  effect  intended,  is 
questionable,  and  if  it  should,  whether  it  would  be  ad- 
vantageous to  society:  for  moderate  costs,  in  suits, 
operate  not  only  as  a  compensation  to  officers  for  their 
time,  pains  and  skill,  but  also  as  a  mulct  or  punishment 
on  the  wrongdoer. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  December  9th,  1802. 


Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly — 1802. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives : 

AMIDST  THE  VARIOUS  BLESSINGS,  WHICH 
Providence  has  bestowed  upon  our  country,  we 
have  occasion  to  remark,  with  submissive  rever- 
ence, the  alloy  of  sympathy  and  care,  that  mingles 
with  every  portion  of  human  happiness.  Thus,  while 
we  gratefully  contemplate  the  progress  of  improve- 
ment, wealth  and  population  in  Pennsylvania;  the  ex- 
ertions of  a  wise  and  patriotic  administration,  to  ad- 
vance the  honor  and  prosperity  of  the  Union;  and  the 
effect  of  the  recent  general  peace,  in  restoring  conti- 
deuce  and  security  to  intercourse  with  foreign  nations ; 
we  are  doomed  to  deplore  the  ravages  of  the  calamity, 
that  has  again  afflicted  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  and 
to  deprecate  the  fatal  tendency  of  party  feuds,  to  dis- 
turb and  destroy  the  harmony  of  society. 

Although  the  mortality  of  the  malignant  fever  has 
not  been  so  great  in  the  present  year  as  during  former 
visitations,  (the  number  of  victims  not  exceeding 
three  hundred)  the  appearance  of  the  disease  has  not 
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been  less  injurious  to  the  city,  in  producing  terror 
and  dispersion;  in  suspending  the  pursuits  of  industry; 
and  in  obstructing  the  operations  of  commerce.  To 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  an  evil  so  dreadful  in  itself, 
and  in  its  consequences  threatening  the  ruin  of  our 
capital,  every  resource  of  legislative  wisdom  and 
liberality  should  be  employed.  As  therefore  the  limi- 
tation of  the'  existing  law,  for  establishing  the  health 
office,  must  soon  bring  the  subject  into  review,  permit 
me  to  urge  the  necessity  of  framing  and  substituting 
a  system  of  greater  energy  and  responsibility.  While 
we  do  justice  to  the  board  of  health,  as  well  as  to  the 
physicians  of  Philadelphia  (whose  practice,  upon  every 
emergency,  has  done  credit  to  their  hearts,  to  their 
profession  and  to  their  country,)  let  us  remember,  that 
it  is  inconsistent  with  the  true  policy  of  government, 
in  any  ease  to  expose  the  interest  of  individuals  to  a 
conflict  with  their  duty;  or  to  rely  on  mere  voluntary 
services  for  the  execution  of  a  trust,  which  cannot  be 
performed  without  personal  hazard,  nor  be  neglected 
without  public  inconvenience.  By  judicious  precau- 
tions we  may  reasonably  expect  to  avert  the  danger 
of  an  epidemic  disease,  at  whatever  avenue  its  ap- 
proach may  be  apprehended.  Nor  am  I  without  hope, 
that  the  spirit  of  a  party  to  which  I  have  alluded  as  a 
malady,  that  taints  the  mind  and  discolours  the  cur- 
rent of  human  actions,  may  also  be  extinguished,  or 
allayed  by  the  influence  of  your  example. 

Reflecting,  gentlemen,  upon  the  just  principles  of 
our  political  institutions,  the  equal  division  of  pro- 
perty, the  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge  and  the  com- 
mon interest  possessed  by  every  citizen  in  the  welfare 
and  honor  of  the  government,  we  find  it  impossible  to 
trace  a  real,  or  a  rational  foundation  for  discord  or 
discontent.  But  in  the  abuse  of  the  noblest  invention 
of  man,  the  best  preservative  of  civil  liberty,  a  free 
press,  we  shall  discover,  I  fear,  the  source  of  the  la- 
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mented  evil :  for  an  unparalleled  licentiousness,  in  pub- 
lishing seditious  alid  infamous  libels,  (levelling  all 
distinction  between  truth  and  falsehood,  between  vir- 
tue and  vice,)  exposes  our  national  character  to  con- 
tempt abroad,  generates  distrust  and  disaffection  at 
home;  and  threatens  finally  to  annihilate  every  bene- 
fit of  this  boasted  medium  of  public  information.  It 
is  time  then  that  the  good  sense  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
aiding  the  authority  of  the  magistrate,  should  inter- 
pose to  rescue  us  from  a  tyranny,  by  which  the  weak, 
the  wicked  and  the  obscure  are  enabled  to  prey  upon 
the  fame,  the  feelings  and  the  fortunes  of  every  con- 
spicuous member  of  the  community.  To  preserve  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  indeed,  its  licentiousness  must  be 
controuled  and  corrected;  not  only  by  the  discipline  of 
the  laws,  but  by  the  morals  and  manners  of  the 
people.  I  pray  you,  gentlemen,  therefore,  to  employ 
every  opportunity  to  inculcate  this  interesting  truth 
among  our  constituents;  and,  be  assured,  the  detesta- 
tion and  discountenance  of  good  men,  manifested  iu 
private  life,  will  prove  more  efficacious  to  purify  and 
reform  the  press,  than  legislative  acts,  or  judicial  ani- 
madversion. 

As  powerful  auxiliaries  to  any  plan  for  improving 
the  state  of  society,  you  will,  doubtless,  gentlemen, 
endeavour  to  diffuse  the  blessings  of  education  among 
the  poor,  and  to  invigorate  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice. The  former  object  will  claim  your  care,  under 
the  obligations  of  a  constitutional  injunction;  and  the 
latter  presses  upon  your  attention,  with  the  force  of 
the  most  imperious  necessity.  The  defective  organi- 
zation of  our  courts,  and  the  inadequate  number  of 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  have  become  a  pub- 
lic grievance,  insomuch,  that  the  inevitable  delays  of 
justice,  from  those  causes  alone,  evidently  amount  to 
a  denial.  Nay,  every  advantage  obtained,  by  the  cul- 
tivation of  our  soil,  or  the  extension  of  our  commerce, 
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tends  to  increase  the  mischief,  since  it  naturally  3q 
creases  the  business  of  our  tribunals.  The  industrious 
creditor  is  thus  exposed  to  disappointment  and  ruin; 
the  litigious  debtor  exults  in  the  ready  means  of  pro- 
crastination; citizens  and  foreigners  unite  in  clamour 
and  reproach;  your  governors  in  succession,  anxiously 
call  for  redress.  But  ]et  it  be  remembered,  gentle- 
men, that  after  all,  the  remedy  can  be  supplied,  and 
can  only  be  supplied  by  you. 

Connected  with  the  general  objects  0/  police,  which 
have  been  stated,  it  may  be  expedient  to  revise  the 
law  for  the  suppression  of  vice  and  immorality,  with 
a  view  to  render  the  penalties  more  adequate  to  the 
prevention  or  punishment  of  the  enumerated  offences. 
But  there  are  other  matters,  of  a  distinct  and  detached 
nature,  that  seem  also  to  merit  consideration.  The 
great  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  state,  during  the  course  of  seventy 
years,  suggests  the  utility  of  revising  the  ancient  laws 
relative  to  clandestine  marriages;  and  to  the  register 
of  marriages,  births  and  burials.  Marriage  and  tavern 
licenses,  whether  regarded  as  instruments  of  police  or 
of  revenue,  are  at  present  imperfectly  regulated. 
Some  provision  is  wanting  to  compel,  by  a  summary 
process,  the  si)eedy  surrender  of  official  books  and 
documents,  upon  the  removal  of  a  public  officer.  The 
sale,  or  care  of  the  public  property,  in  Philadelphia, 
claims  attention,  and  the  safety  of  the  records  and 
papers  of  the  land  office,  the  rolls  office,  and  the  other 
public  offices,  is  an  object  of  great  importance.  But, 
gentlemen,  no  subject  is  more  intitled  to  a  liberal  and 
constant  share  of  legislative  patronage,  than  the  or- 
ganization, equipment  and  discipline  of  the  militia; 
which  constitutes  the  only  safe  and  certain  resource* 
of  a  free  nation,  against  domestic  intrigue  and  com- 
motion, or  foreign  menaces  and  hostilities. 

The  preparation  to  qualify  the  citizens  for  the  mill- 
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tary  service  of  their  country  should  be  encouraged, 
and  enforced  by  every  rational  means:  the  love  of 
ease  and  the  desire  of  gain  will  then  be  supplanted  by 
a  spirit  of  emulation,  and  a  sense  of  honor.  Every 
freeman  will  cheerfully  contribute  a  portion  of  his 
time  and  his  property  towards  the  personal  expense 
to  be  incurred;  and  the  public  treasure  will  be  bene- 
ficially employed  in  supplying  whatever  else  is  requi- 
site, to  the  permanent  interests  of  the  establishment. 
Our  militia  exhibits  a  muster  roll  of  ninety  thousand 
effective  men.  This  great  body  is  animated  with  a 
glowing  attachment  to  the  welfare  of  our  country,  and 
to  the  republican  principles  of  our  government.  Ef- 
forts to  acquire  knowledge  in  the  military  art,  and  to 
promote  general  discipline,  equipment  and  order  are 
laudably  displayed;  but  permit  me  to  repeat,  that 
the  efforts  of  individuals,  in  such  a  cause,  can  never 
be  completely  successful  without  legislative  aid. 
Measures  have  been  taken,  under  the  authority  of  the 
act  of  Assembly,  to  procure  ordnance  for  the  several 
brigades;  but  many  other  provisions  will  naturally 
occur  to  you  as  necessary  to  do  justice  to  the  expec- 
tation, as  well  as  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  the 
patriotic  militia  of  Pennsylvania. 

During  the  recess,  gentlemen,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
discharge  the  duties  which  were  intrusted  to  me  by 
the  laws  of  the  last  session.  Among  these  duties,  it 
is  proper  particularly  to  mention  that  I  have  opened 
a  correspondence  with  the  governor  of  Maryland,  re- 
specting the  tolls  claimed  by  the  Maryland  Susque- 
hanna canal  company  for  navigating  the  bed  of  the 
river  within  that  state,  and  have  reason  to  expect  an 
early  and  satisfactory  reply.  The  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject will  naturally  lead  to  remark  the  exertions, 
which  are  making  in  our  sister  states,  to  improve  the 
situations  of  their  roads  and  rivers;  and,  I  trust,  that 
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cherisliing  the  united  interests  of  the  city  and  the 
country,  you  will  deem  it  expedient  to  devote  a  por- 
tion of  your  attention  and  of  the  wealth  of  the  state  to 
similar  objects  of  public  benefit. 

The  commissioners  appointed  on  the  business  of  the 
seventeen  townships  in  Luzerne  county,  have  pro- 
ceeded with  great  diligence,  prudence  and  fidelity;  and 
they  will  probably  complete  the  task  assigned  them 
in  the  course  of  the  next  year.  The  encroachments 
upon  the  soil  and  sovereignty  of  Pennsylvania  in  that 
quarter  continue  however  to  afford  cause  for  indigna- 
tion and  alarm.  Should  the  judicial  authority  be  de- 
feated in  its  legitimate  endeavours  to  punish  the  delin- 
quent intruders,  and  to  protect  the  rights  of  property, 
I  shall  rely  implicitly  upon  your  support,  in  the  deci- 
sive course  which  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Executivo 
Magistrate  to  pursue.  The  peace  and  honor  of  th, 
government  have  been  too  long  violated  and  insulted, 
by  the  lawless  and  arrogant  combination  of  Connecti- 
cut claimants;  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  examjjle 
may  be  productive  of  incalculable  mischief  in  other 
parts  of  the  state. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  officers  of  accounts  will  present  to  you  a  general 
view  of  the  finances  of  the  commonwealth.  Tho'  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government  are  moderate,  you 
will  find  it  necessary  to  add  something  to  your  per- 
manent revenue,  in  order  to  defray  the  demands  for 
the  ensuing  year.  A  variety  of  objects  which  have 
recently  been  released  from  taxation,  by  the  economy 
of  the  federal  administration,  can  afford  an  abundant 
pecuniary  supply;  and  T  am  persuad  ,d  that  you  will 
select  for  that  purpose  the  least  bu.thensome  for  our 
constituents.  In  making  the  estimate  on  the  occasion, 
it  is  proper  to  apprise  you,  that  so  much  of  the  six  per 
cent,  stock  belonging  to  the  state  as  was  necessarv, 
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at  par  valuation,  to  discharge  the  first  instalment  of 
the  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  from  the 
bank  of  Pennsylvania,  has  been  transferred  to  that 
institution. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

To  the  suggestions  of  your  own  wisdom,  to  the  com- 
munications formerly  made  to  the  legislature  and  to 
the  documents  which  the  secretary  will  present,  I 
refer  for  many  other  topics  of  public  importance.  But 
I  cannot  conclude  this  address,  without  acknowledg- 
ing the  additional  motive  to  co-operate  in  all  your 
patriotic  labors,  which  is  gratefully  derived,  on  my 
part,  from  the  recent  evidence  of  the  opinion  and  con- 
fidence of  my  fellow-citizens;  a  proof  of  approbation  so 
liberal  and  so  conspicuous,  I  might  be  fairly  allowed 
to  regard  as  a  shield  against  the  evils  of  detraction; 
as  a  triumph  over  all  the  toils  and  vicissitudes  of 
public  life;  but  its  value  is  enhanced  in  my  mind,  when 
regarding  it  not  as  a  personal  tribute  of  applause,  but 
as  a  popular  recognition  of  political  principles;  it  dis- 
plays the  glorious  spirit  of  the  American  revolution, 
again  active  to  perpetuate  the  blessings  of  a  free 
republican  government. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  December  11,  1802. 
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Acknowledgment  of  a  Congratulatory  Address  of  the 
Senate. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  SENTIMENTS  RESPECTING  MY  ATTEN- 
tion  to  the  duties  of  my  station,  expressed  in 
your  obliging  address,  claim  my  respectful  ac- 
knowledgments, and  the  assurance  you  are  pleased  to 
give  of  your  co-operation  in  every  measure,  that  tends 
to  further  the  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  com- 
monwealth, cannot  be  doubted  by  those  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  present  Senators  of  Pennsylvania. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  December  18,  1802. 


Address  to  the  Assembly  on  the  Governor's  re-elec- 
tion— 1802. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives : 

BY  YOUR  PUBLIC  ACT  OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH 
instant  it  is  authenticated  that  my  fellow-citi- 
z(  ns  have  re-elected  me,  as  their  Governor  for 
the  three  years  next  ensuing.  In  obedience  to  their 
will  1  have  taken  the  necessary  oaths  to  qualify  me 
for  the  execution  of  the  important  trust.  The  ap- 
probation of  my  conduct  in  that  station,  for  the  last 
constitutional  term,  manifested  by  the  votes,  merits 
and  receives  my  most  grateful  acknowledgments.  A 
majority  of  more  than  thirty  thousand  free  and  inde- 
pendent citizens,  have  been  pleased  to  sanction  my 
lr.te  administration;  and  w^hen  I  perceive  myself  sur- 
rounded by  enlightened  and  virtuous  coadjutors  in  the 
government  of  the  State,  whom  I  call  my  personal 
friends.  I  am  encouraged  to  hope,  that  our  joint  eq- 
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deavors  will  still  add  to  the  security  of  liberty,  prop- 
ert}',  and  everything  deemed  valuable  in  society. 

Heretofore  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  of  this  State  have  been  my  constant  guide, 
and  the  peculiar  happiness  of  the  inhabitants  of  Penn- 
sylvania has  been  my  chief  est  care ;  I  shall  persevere  in 
the  same  principles.  The  early  education  and  un- 
founded prejudices,  of  some  amongst  us,  inimical  to  a 
republican  form  of  government,  in  a  degree  darkens 
our  prospects  and  impedes  our  political  movements; 
but  I  do  not  despair  of  reconciling  even  those  to  our 
system,  by  using  reason,  persuasion  and  lenient  meas- 
ures. In  compliance  with  precedent,  I  have  said  thus 
much;  I  shall  add  no  more,  but  that  my  time  and 
talents,  and  all  the  powers  I  possess,  shall  be  devoted 
to  the  service  of  my  native  State,  and  in  alleviating  the 
miseries,  and  increasing  the  comforts  of  my  fellow - 
mortals. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  December  21,  1802. 


Proclamation  Continuing  all  Officers  under  Execu- 
tive Appointment. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

[Signature  cut  out.] 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania, 

By  THOMAS  M'KEAN,  Governor 
of  the  said  Commonwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  the  Speaker  and  members  of  the  * 

members   of   the   House   of   Representatives   of  the 
* Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 


"Mutilated  at  the  points  left  blank. 
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have  duly  certified  that  the  said  * 

eighteenth  day  of  December  instant  in  the  chamber 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Borough  of 
Lancaster  open  and  publish  the  returns  of  the  late 
Election  of  a  Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth  in 
the  presence  of  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  con- 
formably to  the  constitution  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth and  that  upon  counting  the  votes  by  a  Teller 

appointed  from  * that  Thomas  M'Kean  had 

a  majority  of  votes  . 

Whereupon  * was  declared  to  be  duly 

elected  Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  * 

taken  the  oaths  of  office  was  accordingly  on  this  twen- 
ty-first day  of  December  proclaimed  governor  thereof. 

Now  in  pursuance  of  the  power  and  trust  to  the 
Governor  of  this  Commonwealth  by  the  Constitution 
and  laws  granted  and  confided  and  for  preventing  all 
failures  in  the  Administration  of  Justice,  I  the  said 
Thomas  M'Kean  have  deemed  it  exjjedient  to  issue  this 
Proclamation  Hereby  confirming  and  continuing  all 
appointments  made  and  all  commissions  heretofore 
lawfullj^  issued,  and  which  were  in  force  on  this  day 
until  the  said  Appointments  &  Commissions  or  any 
of  them  shall  be  by  me  superseded  and  annulled.  And 
all  officers  holding  appointments  and  commissions  dur- 
ing the  pleasure  of  the  Executive  Magistrate  of  this 
Commonwealth  are  required  before  the  expiration  of 
thirty  days  to  enter  into  new  Bonds  with  sufficient 
sureties  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  respec- 
tive offices  in  such  cases  as  the  Laws  require  Bonds 
and  Sureties  to  be  given.  And  I  do  further  direct  and 
enjoin  all  public  officers  engaged  in  the  several  De- 
partments of  the  government  to  proceed  with  dili- 
gence and  fidelity  * and  execu- 
tion of  the  duties  of  their  respective  states,  to  promote 
and  secure  the  interest,  peace  and  safety  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

♦Mutiated  at  the  points  left  blank. 
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Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Lancaster  the  twenty-first  day  of  December  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  twenty-seventh. 
By  the  Governor. 

[Signature  cut  out.] 
Inrolled  in  the  Rolls  Office  in  Commission  Book  No. 
1,  2d  Page. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  Office  the  29th  day  ct 
December,  1802. 

[Signature  cut  out.] 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  certain  documents. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  Secretary  will  deliver  to  the  respective  Houses 
copies  of  the  letter  to  me,  from  the  honorable, 
the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  state, 
accompanied  with  copies  of  the  proceedings,  verdict 
and  judgment  in  a  special  court,  held  before  them  at 
Sunbury,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  ch.  75,  passed 
the  second  day  of  April  last ;  at  which  court  the  attor- 
ney general,  and  two  other  gentlemen,  learned  in  the 
law,  attended  as  council  in  behalf  of  the  common- 
wealth. 

I  also  submit  to  your  consideration,  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  general  Wil- 
liam Irvine,  superintendent  of  military  stores  of  the 
United  States,  respecting  an  assessment  of  the  arsenal 
on  the  Schuylkill  near  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the 
property  of  the  United  States.     I  believe  it  has  not 


Thomas  M'Kean.  ^Jr"! 

been  usual  to  tax  such  property  in  any  of  the  states, 
but  it  rests  with  the  Legislature  to  decide  thereon. 

At  the  same  time  I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  lay 
before  you,  copies  of  two  letters,  one  from  Mr.  Elisha 
Tracy  of  Norwich,  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  to  Mr. 
Henry  Drinker  of  Philadelphia;  the  other  from  John 
Franklin,  esquire,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  a  certain  Samuel  Avery,  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Pennsylvania  land-holders.  The  writers  of 
these  letters,  would  appear  to  set  the  laws  and  govern- 
ment of  Pennsylvania,  at  nought,  but,  as  the  laws 
against  intrusions,  are  constitutional  and  salutary,  be 
assured,  they  shall  be  faithfully  and  promptly  exe- 
cuted. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  January  4,  1803. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  certain  docutnents. 

Gentlemen : 

I  HAVE  HEREWITH  TRANSMITTED  COPIES  OF 
a  letter  to  me,  from  his  excellency,  John  F.  Mer- 
cer, Esquire,  Governor  of  the  state  of  Maryland, 
and  of  an  act  or  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  that  state,  respecting  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Susquehanna,  for  your  consideration.  The  measures 
adopted  by  that  state  and  proposed  to  this,  appear  to 
be  friendly,  and  for  the  interest  of  all  concerned:  they 
will,  I  trust,  meet  with  your  concurrence. 

The  Secretary  will  at  the  same  time  present  you 
with  copies  of  a  sentence  or  decree  of  the  honorable 
Richard  Peters,  Esq.,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States,  in  and  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  a  cause  wherein  Gideon  Olmsted  and  others  are  lib- 
ellants,  against  the  surviving  executrixes  of  the  late 
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State-treasurer,  David  Rittenhouse,  Esquire,  deceased, 
respondents. 

Having  had  knowledge  of  the  cause  and  all  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  it  twenty-four  years  ago,  I  can- 
not in  duty  to  the  commonwealth,  silently  acquiesce 
in  some  of  the  former  or  late  proceedings  therein.  By 
the  ingenuity  exercised  in  this  business,  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state,  and 
a  verdict  of  a  jury,  are  held  for  nought;  by  a  strained 
construction,  the  Treasurer  of  the  state  is  converted* 
into  a  stake-holder,  and  a  sentence  given  in  favor  of 
the  libellants,  without  any  summons,  notice  to,  or 
hearing  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
other  only  real  party  whose  interest  may  be  thereby 
affected  to  the  amount  of  near  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

The  commonwealth  not  being  made  a  party  to  the 
suit,  cannot  sustain  an  appeal  to  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States;  and  resistence  would  be  extremely 
disagreeable,  though  the  whole  process  should  be  held 
as  coram  non  judice,  which  must  be  the  case,  if  it  had 
been  made  a  party,  for  by  an  amendment  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  of  the  tw^enty-first  of 
December,  one  housand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  it  is  declared,  ''that  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any 
suit  in  law  or  equity,  commenced  or  prosecuted  against 
one  of  the  United  States,  by  citizens  of  another  state, 
or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign  state;"  and  as 
this  decree  has  been  passed  during  the  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  to  wit:  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
the  present  month,  I  have  conceived  it  my  duty  to  lay 
the  affair  before  you,  for  advice  and  direction.  The 
whole  transaction  will  be  satisfactorily  understood 
by  a  reference  to  Dallas's  reports — Volume  2,  page 
160,  and  to  the  decree  itself. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  January  31, 1803. 
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To  the  Assembly  transmitting  certain  documents  and 
recommending  an  extension  of  the  term  for  sub- 
scribing for  shares  of  the  Delaware  &  Chesapeake 
Canal. 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  DIRECTED  THE  SECRETARY  TO  DE- 
liver  to  each  House,  copies  of  a  letter  from  his 
Excellency  John  F.  Mercer,  Esquire,  Governor  of 
Maryland;  and  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Delegates  of  that  state — together  with  a  copy  of  an 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  said  state,  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  open  a  turnpike 
road  from  Fort  Cumberland  to  the  western  side  of  the 
Laurel-hill,  at  or  near  Union-town,"  for  your  considera- 
tion. 

.  At  the  same  time  it  seems  proper  to  inform  you,  that 
the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  a  company 
for  the  purpose  of  cutting  and  making  a  canal  between 
the  river  Delaware  and  the  Chesapeake  bay,  and  to 
authorize  the  clearing  of  obstructions  in  the  river  Sus- 
quehanna, down  to  the  Maryland  line,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,"  passed  the  nineteenth 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one, 
for  the  receiving  and  entering  subscriptions  at  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  for  the  cutting  the  said  canal,  &c., 
have  communicated  to  me,  by  their  letter  of  the  thir- 
teenth instant,  that  all  the  shares  subscribed  for  this 
purpose,  in  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland, 
did  not  amount,  on  that  day,  to  a  number  sufficient  to 
entitle  them  to  the  benefit  of  the  laws  passed  in  these 
several  states,  respecting  this  work,  by  two  hundred 
and  ninety-nine. 

As  no  subscriptions  can  be  received  after  the  first 
day  of  next  month,  in  virtue  of  the  act  above  men- 
tioned, I  would  recommend  an  extension  of  the  term 
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a  few  months  longer,  having  reason  to  believe  that 
this  desirable  object  may  be  thereby  attained. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  February  16, 1803. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Land  Ofifice. 

Gentlemen : 

J  HAVE  RECEIVED  A  REPORT  FROM  THE  SEC- 
retary  of  the  Land-oifice,  copies  of  which  you  are 
presented  with  b^^  the  Secretary  of  the  state, 
which  appears  to  me  to  require  Legislative  aid,  to  ac- 
complish the  desired  purpose.  The  treasury  has  been 
too  long  deprived  of  about  seven  thousand  dollars,  by 
a  culpable  negligence  of  the  persons  to  whom  the 
patents  and  warrants  belong,  which  are  mentioned  in 
the  report ;  and  efficacious  means  seem  to  be  necessary 
for  obtaining  a  speedy  payment  of  this  money. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  March  1,  1803. 

Land  Office, 
Lancaster,  February  28,  1803. 

Sir: 

By  the  report  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Land-offiee 
to  your  excellency,  dated  the  twenty-second  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred,  it  appears  there  were  on 
hand  at  that  time,  about  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  patents,  signed  and  sealed,  and  ready  to  be  de- 
livered, the  greater  part  of  which  are  still  in  my  office : 
Circular  letters  have  been  several  times  forwarded  by 
the  late  Secretary,  as  well  as  myself,  to  the  supposed 
owners  of  those  patents,  urging  the  necessity  of  an 
immediate  discharge  of  the  respective  fees  due  there- 
on to  the  commonwealth,  in  some  instances  they  have 


Thomas.  M'Kean.  515 

been  attended  to,  but  have  generally  proved  ineffec- 
tual. 

Besides  the  patents  on  hand,  there  are  many  hun- 
dreds of  warrants,  made  out  for  lands  in  different 
counties  in  the  state  under  the  acts  of  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  and  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  on  a  great  proportion  of 
which,  the  purchase  money  has  been  paid  to  the  com- 
monwealth, and  the  warrants  signed  and  sealed.  On 
those  which  are  signed  and  sealed,  there  is  a  con- 
siderable sum  due  as  fees  of  my  oflSce  for  the  use  of 
the  state.  The  state  not  only  sustains  a  considerable 
loss  in  laying  out  of  the  amount  of  fees,  but  will  pro- 
bably be  involved  in  future  disputes  with  the  owners 
thereof,  who  will  be  claiming  a  reimbursement  of  the 
money  paid  as  on  unsatisfied  warrants,  when  at  the 
time  they  were  made  out,  it  is  possible  there  was  va- 
cant land  sufficient  to  satisfy  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  great  consideration. 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  Ellicott, 
Secretary  of  the  Land  Office. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  "An  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  general 
elections  within  this  Commonwealth.'  " 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  EEAD  AND  CONSIDERED  THE  BILL, 
entitled  ^'An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  general  elections  within 
this  commonwealth;"  and,  after  serious  deliberation, 
do  not  approve  it.  The  Secretary  will  return  it  to  the 
Bouse  of  Representatives,  in  which  it  originated,  with 
my  objections,  which  are  as  follows : 
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1.  Because  the  education,  laws,  government  and  man- 
ners of  the  inhabitants  of  most  of  the  European  and 
other  foreign  countries,  from  whence  migrations  are 
made  to  the  United  States,  are  so  different  from  ours, 
that  it  requires  a  considerable  time  to  wean  them  from 
their  prejudices  and  habits,  as  well  as  from  the  natural 
regard  for  their  native  soil;  and  to  attach  them  to  the 
constitution,  laws  and  manners  of  their  adopted 
country:  what  time  may  be  deemed  sufficient  for  these 
purposes,  depends  upon  opinion;  founded  on  history, 
observation  and  experience.  The  British  Parliament, 
anterior  to  the  American  revolution,  were  of  opinion, 
that  seven  years  residence,  even  in  the  colonies,  was 
necessary  to  qualify  an  alien  for  a  subject;  and  he  was 
always  under  certain  disabilities,  such  as  sitting  in 
Parliament  or  in  the  Privy  Council,  and  holding  offices 
and  grants  of  land  from  the  crown,  &c.,  within  the 
kingdoms  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland.  Of  the  three 
last  Congresses,  who  have  acted  on  this  subject,  two 
have  been  of  opinion,  that  five  years  residence  in  the 
United  States  was  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  natu- 
ralization, the  other  exacted  fourteen.  As  Congress 
have  had  this  matter  under  consideration  during  their 
late  session,  and  have  not  thought  it  adviseable  to 
shorten  the  period  of  probation,  it  appears  to  me,  that  a 
respectful  deference  is  due  to  the  wisdom  and  policy  of 
such  enlightened  assemblies,  and  that  their  acts  ought 
not  to  be  departed  from,  without  very  striking  and 
cogent  reasons. 

2.  Although,  on  constitutional  principles,  I  entertain 
no  doubt,  that  the  individual  states  may  admit  aliens, 
with  or  without  residence,  to  purchase  lands  therein, 
and,  after  such  residence  as  they  may  think  proper,  to 
elect  or  be  elected  into  township  or  county  offices,  and 
to  be  capable  of  appointments  to  office  in  the  executive 
or  judicial  departments  of  government;  yet  I  must  hesi- 
tate in  saying,  they  can  make  them  complete  citizens; 
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and  enable  them  to  elect  members  of  Congress,  electors 
of  President  and  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States, 
or  even  members  of  the  state  Legislature,  as  they  ap- 
point the  Senators  in  Congress;  or  that  they  can  ex- 
empt them  from  alien  duties,  or  grant  them  any  im- 
munity in  trade  to  foreign  countries,  without  conform- 
ing to  the  uniform  rule  prescribed  by  Congress  in  their 
acts  of  naturalization. 

3.  Because  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  this  privilege  to 
aliens  at  present,  when  it  has  not  been  asked,  and  when 
it  may  tend  to  invite  other  states  to  grant  them  the  like 
privileges  on  even  a  shorter  term  of  probation;  and 
thereby  create  uneasiness,  if  not  danger  to  the  union. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  March  16,  1803. 


Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
Certain  Perpetrators  of  Arson  in  the  Borough  of 
York. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

[Signed.]     Tho.  M'Kean. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

BY  THOMAS  M'KEAN,  Governor 

of  the  said  Commonwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  me  by  a  number 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  York,  that  eleven 
or  more  buildings  within  the  same  have  been  lately  con- 
sumed by  fire;  that  a  most  wicked  and  daring  con- 
spiracy appears  to  have  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
burning  said  Borough;  and  that,  from  a  variety  of  cir- 
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ciimstances,  it  is  believed,  a  number  of  negroes  or  black 
persons,  within  said  Borough  and  its  vicinity,  have 
combined  together,  to  carry  into  effect  so  nefarious  a 
design.  Therefore  I  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  issue 
this  Proclamation,  hereby  offering  a  reward  of  three 
hundred  dollars  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
discover  the  said  conspiracy,  and  the  parties  therein 
wickedly  concerned,  so  that  the  incendiaries,  or  any  of 
them,  may  be  apprehended,  secured,  tried  and  con- 
victed, which  reward  shall  be  accordingly  paid  ou  the 
conviction  of  all  or  any  of  the  offenders ;  and  if  the  per- 
son or  persons,  making  such  discovery,  hath  or  have 
been  concerned  in  any  attempt  heretofore  made,  or  in 
any  conspiracy  with  a  view  hereafter  to  set  fire  to  the 
said  Borough  or  suburbs;  I  do  further  engage  and 
promise  a  pardon  for  such  his,  her,  or  their  conspiracy 
and  offence,  upon  condition,  that  he,  she  or  they  shall, 
make  a  full  disclosure  of  all  the  circumstances  relat- 
ing to  the  origin,  progress  and  execution  of  the  said 
conspiracy,  and  of  the  names  and  places  of  abode  of  his, 
her  or  their  confederates.  And  all  Judges,  Justices, 
Sheriffs  and  other  persons  whosoever,  intrusted  with 
the  execution  of  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  are 
required  and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vigilant  in 
detecting,  securing  and  bringing  to  Justice,  according 
to  the  duties  of  their  respective  stations,  all  persons 
offending  or  attempting  to  offend  in  the  manner  by  this 
Proclamation  set  forth. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Lancaster  this  seventeenth  day  of  March  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
three  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  XXVIIth. 

By  the  Governor, 

T.  M.  Thompson,  Sec, 
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To  the  Assembly  vetoing  "An  act  for  the  adjustment 
of  disputes  and  the  recovery  of  debts  within  this 
Commonwealth." 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  PERUSED  AND  CONSIDERED  THE 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  adjustment  of  dis- 
putes and  the  recovery  of  debts  within  this  com- 
monwealth." After  serious  deliberation,  I  have  di- 
rected the  Secretary  to  return  the  same  to  the  Senate, 
in  which  it  originated,  with  the  following  objections, 
as  I  do  not  approve  it. 

1.  Ancient  establishments  and  venerable  institu- 
tions, which  have  been  cherished  for  ages  by  the  learn- 
ed and  the  wise,  and  which  have  produced  in  Pennsyl- 
vania an  unexampled  state  of  political  prosperity,  and 
an  excellent  security  for  persons,  property  and  reputa- 
tion, ought  not  to  be  departed  from,  or  exchanged  for 
crude  theories,  fanciful  alterations,  new  projects,  and 
pleasing  visions.  Extraordinary  experiments  suit  only 
desperate  cases. 

2.  This  new  plan  of  judicial  policy  would  give  such 
an  ascendancy  to  the  rich  over  the  poor,  to  the  powerful 
over  the  weak,  to  the  learned  over  the  ignorant,  and 
have  a  tendency  to  encourage  litigation  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  the  mind  startles  at  it,  even  in  contempla-- 
tion.  The  power  given  to  justices  of  the  peace  and  ar- 
bitrators, by  this  bill,  is  so  extensive,  that  even  in  the 
hands  of  men  of  the  first  genius,  education,  honor  and 
independence,  it  would  be  highly  formidable;  and  the 
increase  of  business  will  become  so  burthensome,  that 
such  men  (if  such  could  be  found  in  every  township 
and  corner  of  the  state)  will  be  discouraged  from  the 
undertaking.  In  some  causes,  fifty  or  an  hundred  wit- 
nesses may  necessarily  be  examined,  to  ascertain  the 
credibility  of  witnesses  and  the  truth  of  the  fact;  the 
rules  of  property,  the  injury  suffered  from  infamous 
libels  and  slanders  must  be  explored  and  explained, 
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proved  and  fully  understood,  and  perhaps  a  week  em- 
ployed, previous  to  a  righteous  decision.  This  would 
engross  too  much  of  their  time  from  the  necessary  con- 
cerns of  their  families,  the  improvement  of  their  un- 
derstandings, and  their  engagements  in  other  public 
and  private  pursuits.  The  consequence  must  be,  that 
this  duty  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  men,  deficient  in 
learning  and  knowledge,  who  will  not  devote  the  time 
and  pains  necessary  to  a  legal  and  just  judgment;  and 
who  will  too  frequently  prostitute  their  trust  to  self- 
interest,  influence,  favor,  ambition,  avarice  or  personal 
resentment. 

3.  Innovations,  especially  in  the  administration  of 
justice,  are  dangerous.  It  is  always  safer,  to  borrow 
from  former  establishments,  than  to  introduce  plans 
entirely  new;  to  travel  on  a  beaten  road,  than  one  be- 
fore untrodden.  Besides,  experiments  should  be  al- 
lowed only  a  reasonable  time  for  trial:  They  may 
operate  very  differently  from  expectation,  and  prove 
highly  prejudicial,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  limited  in 
their  duration.  But  this  bill  is  perpetual.  We  ought 
not  to  be  sent  backwards  on  our  steps,  in  contradiction 
to  the  order  of  nature;  nor  should  we  imitate  the  prac- 
tices of  rude  inceptive  governments  subsisting  in  rude 
and  unlettered  times;  but  rather  endeavour  to  improve, 
by  the  experience  of  the  enlightened  ages  that  have  suc- 
ceeded. 

4.  Though  unwilling  to  comment  upon  particular 
parts  of  the  biH,  yet  I  cannot  pass  unnoticed,  a  provi- 
sion in  the  third  section,  ''that  no  pleadings  of  counsel 
hired  for  that  purpose  shall  be  admitted  before  the  ar- 
bitrators in  any  cause  submitted  to  their  decision"; 
as  it  alone  would  restrain  my  approbation.  One  of 
the  parties  in  the  suit  may  be  a  counsellor  at  law, 
and  a  learned,  ingenious,  artful  and  eloquent  man; 
the  other  illiterate,  simple  and  weak  of  under- 
standing;   one  of  the  parties  may  be  a  foreigner,  un- 
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skilled  in  our  language  and  laws;  he  may  stammer, 
be  deaf  or  dumb.  To  deny  the  aid  of  counsel  in  such 
or  similar  cases,  unless  obtained  without  compensa- 
tion, appears  to  me  unreasonable  and  unjust  in  the  ex- 
treme. Nay,  it  would  not  appear  more  extraordinary 
to  deprive  a  man  of  the  right  to  employ  an  agent  in  any 
of  his  personal  concerns:  as  well  might  the  sick  be 
denied  the  aid  of  a  physician,  or  any  man  the  assist- 
ance of  another,  for  pay  or  reward.  If  every  suitor 
n;ust  appear  personally  before  the  arbitrators,  he  may 
be  obliged  to  travel  from  one  end  of  the  state  to  the 
other,  and  in  some  instances  enjoined  to  perform  im- 
possibilities. This  has  certainly  been  an  oversight, 
and  passed  inadvertently.  The  consequences  attend- 
ing a  strict  adherence  to  this  injunction  would  render 
it  as  eligible  to  determine  controversies  by  a  throw  of 
the  die,  or  any  other  game  of  chance. 

5.  Every  objection  that  has  been  made  to  a  bill  of  a 
similar  nature,  in  a  message  of  the  ninth  day  of  Decem- 
ber last,  applies  in  general  to  this,  with  more  than 
double  force;  as  this  bill,  if  enacted  into  a  law,  would 
be  more  than  doubly  oppressive  and  injurious. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  March  21,  1802. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  ''An  act  authorizing  any 
person  owning  lands  adjoining  navigable  streams 
of  water  declared  public  highways  to  erect  dams 
upon  such  streams  for  jnills  and  other  waterworks/' 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  PERUSED  AND  CONSIDERED  THE  BILL, 
entitled  "An  act  authorising  any  person  or  persons 
owning  lands  adjoining  navigable  streams  of  water 
declared  public  highways  to  erect  dams  upon  such 
streams  for  mills  and  other  water-works;" and  although 
I  agree,  if  it  should  be  enacted  into  a  law,  that  it  would, 
with  one  exception  be  beneficial,  and  have  a  great  deal 
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of  the  time  and  expence,  heretofore  bestowed  on  such 
subjects;  yet  that  single  exception  withholds  my  ap- 
probation of  it.  I  have  directed  the  Secretary-  to  re- 
turn it  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  with  my 
objection,  as  follows: 

By  the  third  section  of  this  bill,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
has  cognizances  of  damages  to  the  amount  of  fifty  dol- 
lars, without  the  intervention  of  a  jury,  which  I  think 
confers  too  great  a  power  on  gentlemen  of  that  char- 
acter in  general,  and  also  contravenes  an  unalterable 
provision  in  our  constitution,  "that  trial  by  jury  shall 
be  as  heretofore,"  &c.  This  constitution  was  estab- 
lished on  the  second  day  of  September,  1790;  at  which 
time  a  justice  of  the  peace  had  no  jurisdiction  beyond 
ten  pounds,  or  twenty-six  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents; 
and,  in  a  variety  of  specified  actions,  he  was  excluded 
from  interfering.  My  opinion  is,  that  this  constitu- 
tional provision  extends  as  well  to  civil  as  criminal 
suits;  and  that  the  principle,  which  deprives  the  citi- 
zens of  a  trial  by  jury  in  actions  for  torts  and  wrongs, 
where  the  damages  do  not  exceed  fifty  dollars,  will  ex- 
tend to  the  like  actions  for  fifty  thousand,  or  any  larger 
amount.  My  reasoning  on  this  important  subject  will 
be  found  more  at  large,  in  a  message  to  both  Houses  on 
the  9th  day  of  December  last,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to 
refer. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  March  21,  1803. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing   "An   act  to   extend   the 
powers  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  State. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  BILL  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  REVIVE  THE 
act,  entitled  a  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  of  this  State"  was  presented  to  me,  on  Saturday, 
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the  2d  of  April  last;  but  as  the  Legislature  adjourned 
on  the  following  Monday  (when  ten  other  bills  were  re- 
turned with  the  executive  approbation)  I  had  not  an 
opportunity,  during  that  session,  to  bestow  sufficient 
consideration  upon  its  principles  and  provisions,  par- 
ticularly as  it  was  in  substance  the  renewal  of  a  leg 
islative  proposition,  to  which  I  had  formerly  expressed 
my  dissent,  and  I  am  always  anxious,  in  a  conflict  of 
opinion  to  pay  a  just  deference  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
General  Assembly.  I  must  now  however  confess,  that 
the  ample  time  for  deliberation  which  I  have  enjoyed 
in  the  recess,  has  operated  to  confirm  the  convictions  of 
my  judgment,  in  relation  to  thie  unconstitutionality, 
the  impolix^y,  the  oppressive  and  pernicious  tendency 
of  this  bill:  and  therefore  disapproving  it,  I  have  di- 
rected the  Secretary  to  return  it  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  which  it  originated,  with  my  objections, 
being  indeed  little  more  than  a  recapitulation  of  the 
reasons  that  have  been  assigned  on  similar  occasions, 
and  are  already  exhibited  on  the  records  of  the  Legis- 
lature.    I  object  then,  to  the  bills  passing  into  a  law. 

1.  Because  it  appears  to  me  to  be  unconstitutional. 
The  Constitution  expressly  guarantees  to  the  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  "the  trial  by  jury  as  heretofore." 

The  trial  by  jury  heretofore  existed  in  civil  as  well 
as  in-  criminal  cases,  and  in  the  exercise  pf  an  original 
as  well  as  of  an  appellate  jurisdiction,  except  in  mere 
matters  of  debt  and  contract,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
ten  pounds.  But  the  bill  under  consideration  con- 
templates the  perpetuation  of  legislative  provisions,  by 
which  the  trial  of  issues,  in  a  great  variety  of  transac- 
tions as  well  of  the  nature  of  torts  as  of  contracts,  is  in 
the  first  instance  withdrawn  from  a  jury.  An  attack 
upon  the  trial  by  jury,  in  civil  cases,  will  afford  to  bad 
men,  in  worse  times  a  ready  pretext  for  undermining 
the  trial  by  jury  in  criminal  cases:  and  nothing  can 
more  forcibly  demonstrate  the  sense  of  the  union,  in 
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favor  of  establishing  the  trial  by  jury,  as  well  in  con- 
troversies between  individuals,  as  in  public  prosecu- 
tions, than  the  opinion  of  the  several  states,  (even  in- 
cluding the  state  of  Pennsylvania)  that  upon  principle,' 
independent  of  authority,  it  was  a  wise  and  necessary 
amendment  to  the  federal  constitution,  to  provide,  "that 
in  suits  of  common  law,  when  the  value  in  controversy 
shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury 
shall  be  preserved."  Amendments,  Article  9.  But  with 
respect  to  the  objections  to  the  constitutionality  of  the 
bill,  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  speak  with  diffidence  (a 
diffidence  which  I  am  persuaded  you  gentlemen,  will 
partake)  when  I  recollect  that  the  same  question  has 
been,  in  part,  debated  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  will 
probably  soon  receive  a  judicial  and  authorotative  de- 
termination. 

2.  Because  the  bill  is  impolitic.  In  the  judicial  de- 
partment of  government,  every  avenue  to  corruption 
should  be  closed;  every  disposition  to  tyranny  should 
be  controuled,  every  infirmity  of  ignorance  or.  folly, 
should  be  corrected;  and  in  short,  every  step  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  should  be  taken  in  the  public 
view,  and  be  liable  to  the  public  animadversion;  and 
uniformity  in  decisions  should  be  preserved.  But  the 
bill  under  consideration,  w^ould  perpetuate  and  counte- 
nance the  enlargement  of  the  jurisdiction  of  individual 
magistrates,* scattered  over  the  territory  of  the  state, 
without  any  useful  publicity  or  real  responsibility  at- 
tached to  their  situation  or  their  conduct.  The  in- 
evitable effect  must  be  a  scene  of  partiality,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  oppression  on  the  other;  until  by  the  in- 
ducements of  favor,  or  the  impulse  of  fear,  every  neigh- 
bourhood shall  be  reduced  to  the  condition  of  vassa- 
lage; and  the  subordinate  magistrates  will  be  enabled, 
through  the  medium  of  influence  and  elections  to  dic- 
tate to  the  legislature  and  to  overawe  the  elective  de- 
partments of  the  state;  and  similar  cases  will  be  de- 
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termiped  very  differently,  where  many  hundred  indi- 
vidual^ magistrates  are  to  give  the  rule. 

To  repeat  the  language  of  a  celebrated  commentator, 
we  shall  fatally  experience  that  these  new  tribunals, 
erected,  "for  the  decision  of  facts  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  jury,  are  steps  towards  establishing  an 
aristocracy,  the  most  oppressive  of  absolute  govern- 
ments;" unless  taking  advantage  of  the  admonition  of 
the  same  enlightened  author,  we  feel  that  "it  is,  above 
all,  a  duty  which  every  man  owes  to  his  country,  his 
friends  his  posterity  and  himself,  to  guard  with  the 
most  jealous  circumspection  against  the  introduction 
of  new  and  arbitrary  methods  of  trial,  which,  under  a 
variety  of  pretences,  may  in  time  imperceptibly  under- 
mine the  trial  by  jury,  the  best  preservation  of  liberty." 

3.  Because  the  bill  has  an  oppressive  and  pernicious 
tendency.     The  emoluments  of  a  justice  must  depend 
upon  his  practice;  and  his  practice  will  usually  de 
pend  upon  the  patronage  of  the  wealthy  or  the  litigious 
part  of  the  community. 

Calculating,  therefore,  upon  the  natural  imperfec- 
tions of  the  human  character,  to  oppress  the  poor,  the 
helpless  and  the  tranquil,  will  be  almost  irresistable, 
nor  can  any  means  be  suggested  to  avert  the  evil,  while 
the  transaction  passes  in  the  private  room  of  a  justice's 
house,  and  particularly  in  the  private  room  of  a  jus- 
tice's house,  and  particularly  if  the  aid  of  counsel  (as 
once  was  contemplated)  should  be  denied.  Whatever 
may  be  the  perversion  of  facts,  whatever  may  be  the 
distortion  of  law,  little  consolation  can  be  derived 
from  the  mere  right  of  appeal;  since  the  accumulation 
of  costs  could  hardly  be  sustained  by  a  poor  man. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  December  8,  1803. 
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Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly — 1803. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

IF  THE  HAPPINESS  OF  A  FREE  PEOPLE  IS  THE 
true  object  of  a  republican  government,  and  if  the 
attainment  of  that  object  is  justly  deemed  the  best 
reward  of  those,  to  whom  the  care  of  the  public  inter- 
ests is  confided;  a  fairer  occasion  than  the  present  has 
never  occurred  in  the  history  of  our  country,  for  mu- 
tual congratulation  and  devout  acknowledgments. 
Whether,  indeed,  as  citizens  of  the  Union,  we  contem- 
plate the  prosperity  of  the  nation,  or,  as  functionaries 
of  the  state,  trace  the  rapid  progress  of  improvement 
within  the  immediate  boundaries  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
theme  of  exultation  and  gratitude  is  alike  conspicu- 
ous, splendid  and  uniform. 

By  an  enlightened  policy,  which  neither  indulges 
passion  nor  betrays  timidity,  the  federal  administration 
has  recently  added  to  the  many  benefits  flowing  from 
the  exertions  of  its  wisdom  and  patriotism,  the  peace- 
ful acquisition  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  including 
the  island  of  New  Orleans.  The  value  of  the  acquisi- 
tion, even  with  the  sole  view  of  accommodating  and  se- 
curing the  commerce  of  the  western  states  and  territory 
of  the  Union,  every  candid  mind  will  appreciate  much 
higher  than  the  stipulated  price;  but  when  we  consider 
it  in  relation  to  the  present,  as  the  probable  means  by 
which  we  avoid  a  participation  in  the  war  that  has  been 
fatally  re-kindled  in  Europe,  or  in  relation  to  the  future, 
as  affording  a  natural  limit  to  our  territorial  posses- 
sions, by  which  the  danger  of  foreign  collision  and  con- 
flict is  far  removed,  while  the  sphere  of  domestic  in- 
dustry and  enterprize  is  enlarged;  the  event  may  well 
be  regarded  as  an  auspicious  manifestation  of  the  in- 
terference of  Providence  in  the  affairs  of  men;  for  it 
opens  a  new  source  of  triumph  to  all  who  shared  in  the 
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toils  of  the  revolution;  it  must  invigorate  the  hope  of 
all  who  wish  to  perpetuate  the  fabric  of  civil  liberty 
oil  the  basis  of  the  republican  system;  and  all  who  are 
solicitous  to  promote  the  unembarrassed  development 
of  the  moral  and  physical  character  of  our  country,  will 
here  find  an  ample  motive  for  confidence  and  persever- 
ance. 

To  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  this  acquisition  will, 
doubtless,  be  highly  acceptable,  in  consequence  of  her 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  iMississippi,  by  the 
western  waters  and  the  lakes;  but,  gentlemen,  in  the 
still  more  important  point  of  view  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded, it  merits  from  us  peculiar  attention.  The  geo- 
graphical position  and  the  political  rank  which  we  hold 
in  the  Union,  seem  to  assign  to  us  the  patriotic  task  of 
setting  an  example  of  virtue  and  industry,  of  public 
spirit  and  social  harmony.  Preserved,  therefore,  from 
the  calamities  and  the  apprehensions  of  war,  by  the 
late  successful  negociations,  we  are  responsible  to  our 
constituents,  nay,  to  our  sister  states,  for  a  judicious 
and  diligent  prosecution  of  the  arts  of  peace.  With, 
however,  an  excellent  climate,  a  fertile  soil,  and  an  in- 
telligent people;  with  a  well  framed  government,  and 
equal  laws,  ensuring  to  every  citizen  the  enjoyment  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty;  little  more  can  be  requisite, 
for  the  performance  of  our  duty,  than  an  adherence  to 
those  principles  of  legislation  which  have  been  sancti- 
fied by  experience,  and  which,  while  they  assimilate  the 
wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  to  the  wants  of  their  poster- 
ity, will  not  permit  us  to  mistake  innovation  for  reform, 
nor  to  consider  the  mere  circumstance  of  change  as  evi- 
dence of  improvement. 

Though  Pennsylvania  has,  hitherto,  commanded 
general  admiration  and  respect  for  the  melioration  of 
her  penal  code,  for  the  good  faith  and  punctuality  of  her 
fiscal  transactions,  for  her  benevolent  and  literary  in- 
stitutions, for  her  encouragement  of  public  improve- 


528  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

ments  in  roads  and  inland  navigation  and  for  the  ardor 
sand  discipline  of  her  militia;  jet  it  is  not  to  be  dis- 
guised, that  the  defective  administration  of  justice 
(owing  to  the  insufficient  number  of  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court,  and  the  too  extensive  range  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  the  courts  of  common  pleas)  remains  a  common 
topic  of  clamour  and  reproach.  I  beseech  you,  there- 
fore, gentlemen,  to  deliberate  upon  this  interesting  sub- 
ject. Eecollect,  that  near  a  century  ago,  there  were  as 
many  judges  as  there  are  now  in  the  supreme  court, 
(now,  when  the  population,  agriculture  and  commerce 
of  the  state  are  incalculably  advanced)  and  that  in  the 
space  of  twenty-two  years,  the  number  of  counties  has 
increased  from  eleven  to  thirty-two,  which  are  actually 
organized.  In  short,  the  inevitable  accumulation  of  the 
business  of  the  courts,  has  so  obstructed  the  streams  of 
justice,  that  they  can  hardly  be  said  to  flow. — The  spirit 
of  litigation,  the  ruin  of  honest  suitors,  and  the  triumph 
of  fraudulent  debtors,  and  others  equally  culpable,  can 
no  longer  be  disingenuously  ascribed  to  the  machina- 
tions of  a  profession,  nor  be  regarded  as  the  mere  in- 
cidents of  the  law's  delay.  The  evil  springs  from  a  dif- 
ferent and  a  higher  source:  And,  permit  me  to  repeat, 
with  an  equal  solicitude  for  the  honor  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  welfare  of  our  constituents,  that  as 
the  evil  could  only  have  been  prevented,  so  it  can  only 
be  removed,  by  an  interposition  of  legislative  power. 

There  are  other  public  objects  which  will  present 
themselves,  gentlemen,  to  your  consideration,  during 
the  session;  but  it  is  among  the  proofs  of  our  prosper- 
ity, that  they  are  neither  numerous  nor  difficult  of  ar- 
rangement. The  sympathy  which  you  feel,  for  the  re- 
cent distresses  of  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  New 
York,  will  naturally  lead  your  attention,  to  the  adop- 
tion of  such  amendments  in  our  law  for  establishing 
an  health  office,  and  to  secure  the  city  and  port  of  Phila- 
delphia from  the  introduction  of  pestilential  and  con- 
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lagious  diseases,  as  shall  be  deemed  requisite,  more 
effectually  to  guard  us  against  every  approach  of  pes 
tilential  disease.  The  regulations  introduced  by  your 
predecessors,  being  rigidly  enforced  at  the  lazaretto, 
by  the  board  of  health,  have  probably  been  the  means 
of  averting  the  danger  of  contagion  from  that  quarter: 
And  although  there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  the  late 
disease  was  introduced  from  abroad,  through  another 
channel,  we  may  justly,  in  a  great  measure,  ascribe  to 
the  same  vigilance  and  care,  the  short  duration  (not 
exceeding  six  weeks)  and  the  small  number  of  victims 
(not  more  than  two  hundred)  compared  with  the  con- 
tinuance and  ravages  of  a  similar  calamity  in  former 
years. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress,  passed  on  the 
second  of  March,  1803,  relative  to  the  militia,  will  like- 
wise claim  your  attention,  as  they  prescribe,  among 
other  things,  the  appointment  of  staff  officers  and  regi- 
mental chaplains,  whose  appointments  are  not  within 
the  purview  of  the  existing"  act  of  assembly.  And,  per- 
mit me  to  recommend,  that  the  opportunity  be  em- 
braced to  compel,  by  adequate  sanctions,  a  regular  and 
full  return  of  those  citizens,  who  are  entitled  to  the  in- 
dulgence of  paying  a  pecuniary  equivalent  for  personal 
service  in  the  militia;  for  on  the  authority  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  the  maxims  of  political  justice,  this  com- 
mutation ought  to  be  strictly  exacted. 

The  laws,  for  the  education  and  maintenance  of  the 
poor,  will  admit  of  some  beneficial  alterations  and  addi- 
tions. 

The  general  law,  for  repairing  and  superintending  the 
roads  and  highways,  may  be  made  more  efficient:  And, 
upon  the  whole,  I  am  confident  that  you  will  assidu- 
ously cherish  and  encourage,  the  laudable  spirit  of  pub- 
lic improvement,  which  animates  our  fellow-citizens, 
and  at  once  discloses  and  augments  the  opulence  of  the 
state. 

34— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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The  duties,  hitherto  devolved  upon  the  executive  de- 
partment by  law,  have  either  been  performed,  or  are  in 
a  regular  course  of  performance.  Of  these,  perhaps, 
the  most  prominent  is,  the  task  of  concluding  the  com- 
promise relative  to  the  seventeen  townships  in  Luzerne 
county.  By  the  diligence,  fidelity  and  talents  of  the 
commissioners,  however,  the  principal  obstacles  have 
been  surmounted;  the  causes  of  personal  irritation 
and  animosity  have  been  removed;  the  indications  of  a 
turbulent  disposition  have  diminished;  many  of  the 
deluded  claimants,  under  the  spurious  title  of  Connecti- 
cut, have  purchased  tracts  of  land  from  the  Pennsyl- 
vania proprietors;  and  I  entertain  a  strong  hope  that, 
in  a  short  time,  I  shall  be  able  to  announce  the  perfect 
restoration  of  law  and  order;  particularly,  if  an  addi- 
tion to  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  court,  should  render 
it  practicable  for  the  judges  to  co-operate  in  that  quar- 
ter, with  their  advice  and  authority.  But,  whatever 
may  be  the  issue  of  the  Wyoming  controversy,  let  me 
entreat  you,  gentlemen,  to  consider  it  as  a  warning, 
seasonably  to  resist  and  dissipate  those  appearances 
of  territorial  feuds,  which  in  other  districts,  menace 
the  future  tranquility  of  the  state. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

During  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  I  have  repaid  to 
the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  the  state  debt  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  with  interest,  by  the  operation  of  another 
loan  from  the  same  institution,  to  the  amount  of  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  authority 
given  by  an  act  of  assembly.  The  accounts,  which  I 
have  directed  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  you,  will 
shew,  that  to  discharge  this  new  engagement;  to  pro- 
vide an  adequate  fund  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania patentees,  who  have  conveyed  to  the  common- 
wealth their  estates  in  the  seventeen  townships  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  and  to  defray  the   other  necessary  ex- 
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pences  of  the  government,  it  will  be  incumbent  upon 
you  to  raise,  by  tax  a  considerable  addition  to  the  pro- 
ductof  our  ordinary  revenue.  We  may  be  assured, 
however,  that  our  constituents  will  concur  in  the  opin- 
ion, that  whatever  pecuniary  supplies  the  public  faith, 
or  the  public  exigencies  may  require,  they  ought  rather 
to  be  furnished  by  an  immediate  application  to  the 
people,  than  indirectly,  by  a  constant  and  unlimited 
recourse  to  the  credit  of  the  state:  And  you  will,  doubt- 
less, select  such  ways  and  means  as  will  be  most  pro- 
ductive, while  they  are  the  least  inconvenient  and  op- 
pressive. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate, 'and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

The  situation,  in  which  we  are  placed  by  our  country, 
is  at  once  honorable  and  arduous.  It  demands  from 
us  an  impartial,  an  undeviating  attention  to  the  peace 
and  well-being  of  the  community :  It  forbids  the  indul- 
gence of  prejudice;  and  it  invites  to  the  exercise  of 
benevolence.  Let  us  then  inculcate,  by  official  acts  as 
well  as  by  private  example,  the  lessons  of  political 
truth,  and  the  virtues  of  social  life.  If  we  are  fortunate 
in  our  efforts,  our  fellow-citizens  will  dismiss  the  jeal- 
ousy and  the  rancor  of  party;  an  adherence  to  principle 
will  be  found  compatible  with  the  universal  toleration 
of  opinion;  and  men  having  all  the  rational  induce- 
ments of  a  common  interest  to  be  friends,  will  wonder 
at  the  folly  or  the  artifice,  which  has  ever  made  them 
foes. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  December  9,  1803. 
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To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  proposed  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen : 

ON  SATURDAY  EVENING,  I  RECEIVED,  EN- 
closed  with  a  letter  from  His  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  an  article  of 
Amendment,  proposed  by  congress  to  be  added  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  elec- 
tion of  president  and  vice-president;  copies  of  which 
I  have  directed  the  secretary  to  lay  before  you. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  last  election  of  these 
great  officers,  will  doubtless  command  your  early  atten- 
tion to  this  important  subject;  and  the  near  approach 
of  the  next  election  of  these  officers,  will,  I  rest  as- 
sured, induce  a  speedy  determination. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  Monday,  Dec.  19,  1803. 

"Eighth  Congress  of  the  United  States,  at  the  First 
Session, 

"Begun  and  Held  at  the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Columbia,  on  Monday,  the  Seventeenth  of 
October,  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Three. 

"RESOLVED,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress  as- 
sembled, two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,  that  in 
lieu  of  the  third  paragraph  of  the  first  section  of  the 
second  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
the  following  be  proposed  as  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  which,  when  ratified  by 
three-fourths  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  states, 
shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the 
said  constitution,  to  wit: 

"The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  states, 
and  vote  by  ballot  for  president  and  vice-president,  one 
of  whom,  at  least,  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same 


Thomas  M'Keati.  533 

state  with  themselves,  they  shall  name  in  their  ballots 
the  person  voted  for  as  president,  and  in  distinct  bal- 
lots, the  person  voted  for  as  vice-president,  and  they 
shall  make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as 
president,  and  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  vice-  presi- 
dent, and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each,  which  lists 
they  shall  sign  and  certify  and  transmit  sealed  to  the 
seat  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  directed 
to  the  president  of  the  Senate.  The  president  of  the 
Senate  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Kepresentatives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and  the 
votes  shall  then  be  counted:  The  person  having  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  for  president,  shall  be  the 
president,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  electors  appointed;  and  if  no  person  "have 
such  majority,  then  from  the  persons  having  the  high- 
est numbers  not  exceeding  three,  on  the  list  of  those 
voted  for  as  president,  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  choose,  immediately,  by  ballot,  the  president. 
But,  in  choosing  the  president,  the  votes  shall  be  taken 
by  states,  the  representation  from  each  state,  having 
one  vote;  a  quorum  for  this  purpose,  shall  consist  of  a 
member  or  members  from  two-thirds  of  the  states,  and 
a  majority  of  all  the  states  shall  be  necessary  to  a 
choice.  And  if  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  not 
choose  a  president  whenever  the  right  of  choice  shall 
devolve  upon  them,  before  the  fourth  day  of  March  next 
following,  then  the  vice-president  shall  act  as  president, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  death  or  other  constitutional  dis- 
ability of  the  president.  The  person  having  the  great- 
est number  of  votes  as  vice-president,  shall  be  the  vice- 
president,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole 
niimber  of  electors  appointed,  and  if  no  person  have  a 
majority,  then  from  the  two  highest  numbers  on  the 
list,  the  Senate  shall  choose  the  vice-president,  a  quo- 
rum for  the  purpose,  shall  consist  of  two-thirds  of  the 
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whole  number  of  Senators,  and  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 

"But  no  person  constitutionally  ineligible  to  the 
office  of  president,  shall  be  eligible  to  that  of  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

"Nathl.  Macon,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

"A.  Burr,  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and 
President  of  the  Senate. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  "An  act  to  empower  the  Ad- 
ministrators to  the  Estates  and  guardians  of  the 
minor  children  of  Benjamin  Lodge  and  James  Car- 
nahan,  deceased,  to  sell  and  convey  certain  real 
estates." 

Gentlemen: 

I  HAVE  PERUSED  AND  CONSIDERED  THE  BILL, 
entitled  "An  act  to  empower  the  administrators  to 
the  estates,  and  guardians  of  the  minor  children  of 
Benjamin  Lodge,  and  James  Carnahan,  deceased,  to 
sell  and  convey,  certain  real  estates,"  and  as  I  do  not 
approve  it,  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  return  it  to 
the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated;  with  my  reasons 
for  not  assenting  to  its  being  passed  into  a  law. 

My  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  inoperative  and  ineffectual;  as  the  laws  of  Kentucky 
alone  can  direct  the  manner  in  which  real  estates,  lying 
within  that  state  can  be  acquired,  aliened,  or  lost.  Be- 
sides, I  cannot  consent  that  the  real  estate  of  the 
minors,  mentioned  in  the  bill,  should  be  sold,  unless 
other  reasons  shall  be  assigned,  than  those  therein 
alledged. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  April  2, 1804. 
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Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Perpetrator  of  the 
Murder  of  Edward  Gobin. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Tho.  M'Kean. 

N    THE    NAME    AND    BY    THE 
autliority  of  the  Commonwealth 
of   Pennsylvania.     By  THOMAS 
M'KEAN,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  appears  to  me,  by  divers  depositions  of 
credible  witnesses,  that  a  certain  Edward  Gobin  of 
the  county  of  Lycoming,  yeoman,  on  the  morning  of 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  July  last,  near  the  door  of 
the  house  of  Henry  Donnel,  Esquire,  situate  on  Tioga 
river,  in  the  said  county,  was  maliciously  and  wilfully 
shot  through  the  body  with  a  rifle  bullet,  and  so  griev- 
ously wounded  that  his  life  was  despaired  of;  and 
that  the  same  was  done  with  an  intent  him  the  said 
Edward  Gobin  to  kill  and  murder,  by  a  person  un- 
known. And  whereas,  I  have  received  information  on 
oath,  that  a  company  consisting  of  about  eighteen 
persons,  dressed  like  Indians,  and  said  to  be  employed 
by  persons  residing  on  Sugar  Creek  in  said  county,  at 
the  rate  of*  the  summer, 

persons  from  surveying 

,  Pennsylvania. 

Now  be  it  known 
dollars  shall  be  paid  to  any 
person  or  persons,  who  shall  arrest  or  cause  to  be  ar- 
rested the  principal  offender  afs'd,  who  shot  the  aPd 
Edward  Gobin,  and  four  hundred  dollars  for  arresting 
or  causing  to  be  arrested  each  and  every  of  the  accom- 
plices of  the  principal  offender  alfs'd  and  for  bringing 
them  to  trial  and  conviction:  And  I  do  further  promise 

♦Original   mutilated. 
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a  pardon  to  any  of  the  accomplices,  who  shall  give  in- 
formation to  any  Magistrate  against  the  said  princi- 
pal offender,  or  any  of  the  aiders  or  abettors  of  the 
afs'd  nefarious  Act,  and  shall  give  evidence  against 
them.  And  I  do  hereby  require  and  enjoin  all  and 
singular  Judges,  Justices  of  the  peace.  Magistrates, 
Sheriffs  and  other  Officers  within  this  State,  to  be 
vigilant  and  active  in  discovering  and  causing  the 
criminals  afs'd  to  be  apprehended;  and  in  preventing 
and  punishing  offences  against  the  Intrusion  Laws  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  against  any  other  law  for  the 
preservation  of  the  peace;  and  I  do  warn  and  enjoin 
all  persons  whomsoever  to  forbear  from  contravening 
the  salutary  provisions  in  the  said  laws,  at  their  peril. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  the  less  seal  of  the  State 
at  Lancaster  the  eleventh  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  and 
of  the  Commonwealth  the  twenty-ninth.* 


Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  of  Represen- 
tatives in  Congress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Tho.  M-Kean. 

N    THE    NAME    AND    BY    THE 
authority  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania.      By  THOMAS 
M'KEAN,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided  in  and  by  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Representatives 

"The  signature  has  been  cut  out. 
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of  the  People  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States/'  passed  on  the  second  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  that  the  Gover- 
nor, having  received  the  returns  of  Election  from  the 
Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia  and 
the  respective  Sheriffs  of  the  several  Counties  of  this 
Commonwealth,  shall  declare  by  Proclamation  the 
name  of  the  Person  or  Persons  returned  as  duly  elected 
in  each  respective  District:  And  Whereas,  it  appears 
from  the  Returns  of  the  General  Election,  held  on 
Tuesday  the  ninth  day  of  October  last,  in  and  for  the 
several  districts  hereinafter  specitied,  that  the  follow- 
ing named  Persons  were  duly  elected  therein  respec- 
tively to  serve  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  the  term  of  two 
years  from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
and  Counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware,  Joseph 
Clay,  Jacob  Richards  and  Michael  Leib. 

In  the  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Bucks, 
Montgomery,  Northampton,  Wayne  and  Luzerne,  John 
Pugh,  Frederick  Conrad  and  Robert  Brown. 

In  the  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Ches- 
ter, Berks  and  Lancaster,  Christian  Lower,  John 
Whitehill  and  Isaac  Anderson. 

In  the  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Dauphin, 
Cumberland,  Milflin  and  Huntingdon,  David  Bard  and 
John  A.  Hanna. 

In  the  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of  North- 
umberland, Lycoming  and  Centre,  Andrew  Gregg. 

In  the  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of  York 
and  Adams,  James  Kelly. 

In  the  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Frank- 
lin and  Bedford,  John  Rea. 

In  the  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of  West- 
moreland, Somerset  and  Armstrong,  William  Findley. 
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In  the  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Fayette 
and  Greene,  John  Smiley. 

In  the  District  composed  of  the  County  of  Wash- 
ington, John  Hamilton. 

In  the  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Alle- 
gheny, Beaver,  Butler,  Crawford,  Mercer,  Venango, 
Warren  and  Erie,  John  B.  C.  Lucas. 

Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Joseph  Clay, 
Jacob  Richards,  Michael  Leib,  John  Pugh,  Frederick 
Conrad,  Robert  Brown,  Christian  Lower,  John  White- 
hill,  Isaac  Anderson,  David  Baird,  John  A.  Hanna, 
Andrew  Gregg,  James  Kelly,  John  Rea,  William 
Findley,  John  Smiley,  John  Hamilton,  John  B.  C. 
Lucas,  are  duly  elected  and  chosen  as  Representatives 
of  the  People  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Com- 
monwealth at  Lancaster  the  third  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
four,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  twenty-ninth. 

By  the  Governor. 

T.  M.  Thompson,  Sen*. 
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Proclamation  Announcing  the  Names  of  Electors  for 
President  and  Vice  President. 


Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed] 


* 


IN    THE    NAME    AND    BY    THE 
authority  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania.      By  THOMAS 
M'KEAN,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided,  in  and  by  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly,  entitled  "An  Act  to  direct  the  man- 
ner, time  and  places  of  holding  elections,  for  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States/' 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  two,  that  the  Governor  having  re- 
ceived the  returns  of  the  Elections  from  the  Sheriff 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  respec- 
tive Sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  of  this  Common- 
wealth, shall  enumerate  and  ascertain  the  number  of 
votes  given  for  each  and  every  person,  voted  for  as 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 

States  and  thereupon  declare  by  Proclamation,* 

and  chosen;  and  also,  that  he  shall  * 

on  or  before  the  last  Wednesday  * 

after  such  election. 

And  Whereas,  it  appears,  by  the  returns  which  I 
have  received,  that  Charles  Thompson,  William  Mont- 
gomery, Matthew  Lawler,  Robert  McMullen,  William 
Brooke,  Thomas  Long,  Francis  Swaine,  Henry  Spering, 
James  Boyd,  Peter  Frailey,  Casper  Shaffner,  jun'r, 
John  Bowman,  William  Brown,  George  Smith,  Jacob 
Hostetter,  Jacob  Bonnett,  James  Montgomery,  John 
Minor,  John  Hamilton  and  Nathaniel  Irish  are  the 

♦Proclamation  mutilated  at  the  points  left  blank. 
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persons  for  whom  the  greatest  nuraber  of  votes  * 

election,  held  on  Friday,  the  second  day  of 

November. 

I  have  issued  this  Proclamation  ,hereby  publishing 

and  declaring  * Charles  Thompson, 

William  Montgomery,  Matthew  Lawler,  Robert  Mc- 
Mullen,  William  Brooke,  Thomas  Long,  Francis 
Swaine,  Henry  Spering,  J'ames  Boyd,  Peter  Frailey, 
Casper  Shaffner,  Junior,  John  Bowman,  William 
Brown,  George  Smith,  Jacob  Hostetter,  Jacob  Bon- 
nett,  James  Montgomery,  John  Minor,  John  Hamilton 
and  Nathaniel  Irish  are  duly  elected  and  chosen  Elec- 
tors of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  serve  at  the  Election  in  that  behalf  to  be 
held  at  the  seat  of  government  of  this  State  (being  the 
Borough  of  Lancaster,  in  the  County  of  Lancaster), 
agreeably  to  the  said  Act  of  Assembly,  and  the  Acts  of 
Congress  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Lancaster,  this  nineteenth  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  four,  and  of  the  Commonweatlh  the  twenty-ninth. 

By  the  Governor. 


Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


♦Proclamation  mutilated  at  the  points  left  blanK. 
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Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  of  John  Hoge 
as  a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United 
States  Congress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Tho.  M'Kean. 

IN    THE    NAME    AND    BY    THE 
authority  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania.      By  THOMAS 
M'KEAN,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided  in  and  by  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
election  of  Representatives  of  the  people  of  this  State 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,"  that  the  Gov- 
ernor, having  received  the  returns  of  the  election  from 
the  Sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  and 
the  respective  Sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  of  this 
Commonwealth,  shall  declare  by  Proclamation,  the 
name  of  the  person  or  persons  to  him  returned  as  duly 
elected  in  each  respective  district.  And  Whereas,  it 
appears  from  the  return  of  an  election  held  on  the 
second  day  of  November  instant  (in  pursuance  of  a 
Writ  issued  by  me  for  that  purpose)  in  and  for  the 
district  of  the  county  of  Washington,  that  John  Hoge 
has  been  duly  elected  to  serve  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
William  Hoge,  esquire. 

Now,  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation, 
hereby  publishing  and  declaring,  that  the  said  John 
Hoge  is  duly  elected  and  chosen,  as  a  Representative 
of  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  serve  in  the 
House   of   Representatives   of   the   Congress   of   the 
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United  States,  for  and  during  tlie  remainder  of  the 
term  for  which  the  said  William  Hoge  was  elected  to 
serve. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Lancaster  the  thirteenth  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  four,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  twenty-ninth. 

By  the  Governor. 

T.  M.  Thompson,  Sec. 


To  the  Assembly  giving  notice  of  the  readiness  of  the 
Presidential  Electors  to  perform  their  duties. 

Gentlemen: 

IN  PURSUANCE  OF  THE  FOURTH  SECTION  OF 
an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  approved  February  the 
2d,  1802,  entitled  "An  act  to  direct  the  manner,  time 
and  places,  of  holding  Elections  for  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,"  it  be- 
comes my  duty  to  inform  the  Legislature,  that  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  have  given  notice  to  me,  that  they 
are  at  the  seat  of  Government,  and  ready  to  perform 
the  duties  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States,  viz :  Charles  Thompson,  Matthew 
Lawler,  Robert  M'Mullin,  William  Brooke,  Thomas 
Long,  Francis  Swaine,  Henry  Spering,  James  Boyd, 
Peter  Frailey,  Casper  Shaffner,  jun.,  John  Bowman, 
William  Brown,  George  Smith,  Jacob  Hostetter,  Jacob 
Bonnett,  James  Montgomery,  John  Minor,  John  Ham- 
ilton, and  Nathaniel  Irish;  by  which  it  appears,  that 
William  Montgomery,  Esquire,  one  of  the  persons 
chosen  at  the  late  Election  to  serve  as  an  Elector,  is 
absent  from  the  seat  of  Government,  owing,  as  I  have 
been  informed,  to  bodily  indisposition. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  December  5th,  1804. 
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Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly^- 1804. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  STATE,  BY  Di- 
recting an  annual  Session  of  the  Legislature, 
recognizes  the  policy  of  frequent  inquiries  into 
the  oi>eration  of  the  existing  system  of  our  Laws,  and 
into  the  means,  suggested  by  experience,  for  promoting 
the  welfare  of  the  community.  It  is  our  lot,  however, 
under  the  auspices  of  a  beneficent  Providence,  to  find, 
that,  whether  we  view  what  has  been  done,  or  consider 
what  remains  to  do,  there  is  little  to  lament  in  the 
past,  or  to  apprehend  from  the  future.  As  a  Member 
of  the  Union,  Pennsylvania  eminently  participates  in 
the  estimation,  which  the  American  Character  has  at- 
tained abroad;  and  in  the  prosperity,  which  the  Na- 
tional Government  has  produced  at  home.  As  a  dis- 
tinct Commonwealth,  her  institutions  offer  ample  en- 
couragement to  virtue  and  industry;  afford  perfect  se- 
curity to  person  and  property;  exact  from  her  magis- 
trates the  essential  qualifications  of  probity  and  wis- 
dom, and  confer  upon  her  Citizens,  the  inestimable 
blessings  of  liberty  and  order.  This  scene  (the  prac- 
tical development  of  the  principles  of  our  Revolution) 
every  republican  must  contemplate  with  gratitude  and 
delight^every  patriot  will  be  solicitous  to  preserve 
and  perpetuate. 

The  successful  labors  of  your  predecessors  having 
thus,  gentlemen,  matured  the  subjects,  and  diminished 
the  cares  of  Legislation;  it  is  our  less  arduous,  though 
important  task,  to  guard  with  vigilence,  prudence,  and 
fortitude,  the  palladium  of  our  political  and  social 
happiness.  The  necessities  of  an  expanding  popula- 
tion, the  varying  influence ^f  external  commerce,  the 
gradual  augmentation  of  internal  wealth,  and,  in  short, 
the  inevitable  vicissitudes  of  human  affairs,  will  for- 
ever claim,  from  the  guardians  of  the  public  weal,  a 
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pure  and  zealous  attention.  The  good  works  of  our 
ancestors  should  not  be  suffered  to  moulder  into  decay. 
The  imperfections  of  our  legal  code  should  be  amended, 
with  a  respectful,  though  steady  hand.  The  charms  of 
novelty  should  not  be  permitted  so  far  to  facinate,  as 
to  give  to  mere  innovation  the  semblance  of  reform. 
And,  in  transacting  the  business  of  ages — in  framing 
Laws  for  posterity,  as  well  as  for  ourselves — we  shall 
disregard  the  precepts  of  wisdom,  interest,  and  honor, 
unless  we  dismiss  the  desultory  passions  and  prejudices 
of  the  day. 

Under  just  impressions  of  public  duty,  I  am  confi- 
dent, gentlemen,  you  are  now  assembled;  and,  in  obe- 
dience to  a  constitutional  injunction,  I  proceed  to  com- 
municate, more  particularly,  such  information  of  the 
state  of  the  Commonw^ealth,  as  appears  to  merit  a  place 
in  your  deliberations. 

The  affliction,  to  which  Philadelphia  has  been  re- 
peatedly exposed,  naturally  excited  a  sympathising  in- 
terest, at  the  opening  of  every  Legislative  Session,  for 
several  years;  and,  therefore,  I  derive  peculiar  pleasure 
from  the  present  opportunity  to  announce,  that  the 
health  of  our  commercial  capital,  has  been  uninter- 
rupted, by  any  pestilential  calamity,  during  the  late 
Summer  and  Autumn.  The  circumspection  and  firm- 
ness of  the  Board  of  Health  have,  undoubtedly,  con- 
tributed in  a  great  degree  to  prevent  and  to  repel  the 
approaches  of  disease;  and  the  plans  of  the  Board, 
which  are  still  in  operation,  will,  it  is  hoped,  justify, 
at  a  period  not  very  distant  (at  least  as  soon  as  the 
wars  of  the  nations,  with  whom  we  trade,  shall  ter- 
minate) a  relaxation  in  the  rigor  of  the  existing  law  of 
quarantine.  In  the  mean  time,  a  prompt  and  uniform 
acquiescence  in  so  severe,  but  so  necessary,  a  restraint 
upon  commerce,  affords  ^n  additional  proof  of  the- 
public  spirit  of  our  merchants. 
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The  commission,  which  issued,  under  the  authority 
of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  settle  the  claims 
of  property  and  commutation,  within  the  Seventeen 
Townships  of  Luzerne  county,  will  soon  be  brought 
to  a  fair,  a  satisfactory  conclusion.  The  reasons  which 
led  to  that  conciliatory  course  of  proceeding  do  not, 
however,  exist,  in  the  case  of  the  lawless  attempts, 
throughout  the  neighboring  country,  under  a  spurious 
title,  to  seize  the  soil,  and  brave  the  authority  of  the 
State.  It  has,  indeed,  been  intimated,  that  a  return- 
ing sense  of  honesty  and  duty  promise  to  supercede  the 
obligation  of  enforcing,  in  that  quarter,  obedience  to 
the  Law,  by  the  power  of  Government;  but,  if  this  hopt; 
is  not  speedily  realized,  I  shall  again  press  the  subject 
upon  your  attention,  lest  a  longer  forbearance  should 
be  deemed  a  dereliction  of  the  right,  or  an  acknowl- 
edgement of  the  imbecility  of  the  Commonwealth. 

During  your  recess,  I  have  transferred  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  six  per  cent. 
Stock  of  the  United  States,  the  property  of  this  State, 
to  the  Philadelphia  Bank,  in  conformity  to  the  Act  of 
the  fifth  of  March  last.  Fifteen  field-pieces,  of  brass, 
have  been  purchased  for  the  Militia:  And,  generally, 
the  duties  devolved  upon  the  Executive  Magistrate, 
by  Acts  of  the  Legislature,  have  been  punctually  per- 
formed. A  communication  from  the  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  transmitting  a  legislative  proposition 
for  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and  a  communication  from  the  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  relative  to  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Ohio,  have  been  received  by 
me,  and  will  be  presented  for  your  consideration. 

There  are  many  other  subjects,  upon  the  Journals 
of  the  two  Houses,  that  will,  undoubtedly,  engage  your 
attention;  but  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  intreat  the 
most  favorable  interposition   of  your  authority  for 
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those  cardinal  institutions  (I  mean  the  Courts  and  the 
Militia)  from  which  principally  result  the  happiness 
and  the  independence  of  the  people.  It  is  impossible 
to  add  to  the  sense,  or  to  my  former  declarations  of 
the  sense,  that  I  feel  of  the  necessity  to  invigorate 
the  administration  of  justice,  by  a  radical  change  in 
the  organization  of  the  county  Courts;  by  an  imme- 
diate augmentation  of  the  number  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court;  and  by  a  consequent  abolition  of  the 
High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals.  While  these  im- 
provements are  wanting,  it  is  unjust  to  ascribe  to  any 
other  cause,  the  embarrassment,  or  the  clamor,  of 
suitors;  the  delay,  or  the  oppression,  of  the  Law. 

Of  the  conduct  of  the  Militia,  it  w^ould  be  ungrateful 
to  speak  in  any  terms,  but  those  of  respect  and  praise. 
Exertions  more  spirited  and  efficient  could  not  be  dis- 
played by  individuals,  aware  of  the  importance  of  their 
services,  and  anxious  to  merit  the  confidence  of  their 
country.  I  am  persuaded,  indeed,  that,  with  an  ade- 
quate pecuniary  aid  from  the  public  Treasury,  to  fur- 
nish the  necessary  equipments  and  implements  of  war, 
Pennsylvania  will  be  ready,  on  every  emergency,  to 
support  the  standard  of  the  Union,  with  her  full  quota 
of  armed  and  disciplined  freemen.  I  will  only  add, 
on  this  subject,  that  it  rests  with  you  to  comply  with 
the  requisitions  of  the  Act  of  Congress,  passed  the 
second  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
three. 

The  act  for  the  inspection  of  Butter,  exported  from 
the  river  Delaware,  is  now  in  successful  operation. 
Permit  me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  subjecting  Lard 
to  the  like  inspection,  and  of  extending  the  Law  to 
the  river  Ohio. 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

The  proper  officers  have  been  directed  to  exhibit  to 
the  Legislature,  an  estimate  of  the  expenses,  that 
will  be  incurred  in  the  course  of  the  current  year,  to 
maintain  the  Government,  and  to  meet  the  public  en- 
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gagetnents,  particularly  in  relation  to  the  compromise 
with  the  Pennsylvania  Patentees  of  land  in  the  Sev- 
enteen Townships  of  Luzerne  county;  and  I  am  happy 
to  inform  yon,  that,  from  a  comparative  view  of  those 
expences  with  the  product  of  our  present  revenues,  it 
will  appear  that  no  auxiliary  fund  will  be  necessary. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives : 

In  manifesting  the  gratitude  we  feel  for  the  prosper- 
ous condition  of  our  public  affairs,  nothing  can  be  more 
acceptable  to  Divine  Providence,  nothing  more  bene- 
licial  to  our  country,  nothing  more  honorable  to  our- 
selves, than  the  cultivation  of  ^Teace  on  earth,  and 
good  will  towards  men."  In  the  complete  possession 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  as  a  community;  and 
entitled  to  equal  rights  of  opinion  and  of  action,  as 
individuals;  we  can  only  endanger  or  impair  the  en- 
joyment of  such  advantages,  by  indulging  petty  jeal- 
ousies, dissentions,  and  fueds.  At  this  period  of  re- 
publican triumjjh  and  splendor,  a  rational  mind  can 
hardly  conceive  a  motive  for  discontent,  or  animosity ; 
though  it  trembles,  at  the  probable  consequences  of 
distrust  and  disunion  (by  whatever  cause  produced) 
among  the  genuine  friends  of  American  Independance. 
Elevated,  however,  gentlemen,  as  you  are,  by  popular 
confidence,  to  a  station  of  high  trust  and  responsibility, 
our  fellow  citizens  hope  from  your  wisdom,  not  only  a 
faithful  performance  of  the  ordinary  task  of  Legisla- 
tion, but  a  parental  influence  to  inculcate,  by  precept 
and  example,  the  principles  of  mutual  deference  and 
respect;  so  that  social  and  political  concord  may  be 
permanently  established,  upon  the  basis  of  a  common 
interest.  In  this,  and  in  every  other  work,  that  you 
shall  undertake  for  the  public  good,  be  assured  of  my 
respectful  and  zealous  co-operation. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  December  6th,  1804. 
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To  the  Assembly  concerning  certain  legal  interests  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  an  appropriation  for  the 
use  of  the  Governor. 

Gentlemen; 

THE  COUNSEL  FOR  THE  COMMONWEALTH, 
as  far  as  its  interests  are  affected,  in  a  number 
of  Ejectments  depending  in  the  Circuit  Court  of 
the  United  States,  wherein  the  Lessees  of  two  Com- 
panies, commonly  called  the  Holland  and  Population 
Companies,  are  Plaintiffs,  have  informed  me,  that  a 
point  of  law,  in  the  decision  of  which,  many  of  the 
said  Actions  will  be  involved,  if  not  determined,  will 
be  brought  on,  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  next  February  term. 

A  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Counsel,  and  of  the  notice 
to  the  Attorney  General,  will  be  delivered  herewith  to 
each  House  by  the  Secretary. 

As  there  has  been  no  appropriation  of  money,  for 
contingent  expences  of  any  kind,  to  the  Governor,  this 
subject  is  submitted  to  your  consideration  and  direc- 
tion. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  January  19th,  1805. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  North  Carolina. 

Gentlemen: 

HAVING  RECEIVED  BY  THE  MAIL,  YESTER- 
day,  a  letter  from  his  Excellency,  J.  Turner,  Es- 
quire, Governor  of  North-Carolina,  accompanied 
with  a  proposition  from  the  Honorable  Senate  and 
House  of  Commons  of  that  State,  for  an  amendment 
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to  the  Federal  Constitution,  authorizing  Congress  to 
pass  a  law  to  prevent  the  further  importation  of  Slaves 
in  to  the  United  States:  requesting  me  to  lay  the 
same  before  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  for  their  con- 
currence and  adoption;  it  has  appeared  to  me  advis- 
able to  comply  therewith  without  delay. 

The  Secretary  of  State  will  herewith  deliver  to  each 
House  copies  of  the  letter  and  proposition  for  consid- 
eration. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  January  22d,  3805. 

^'North  Carolina, 

"Kaleigh,  January  8th,  1805. 
"Sir: 

"The  Legislature  of  this  State,  have  requested  me 
to  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  the  annexed  resolu- 
tion, proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution; with  a  request,  that  the  same  may  be  laid 
before  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  for  their  con- 
currence and  adoption. 
"I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  •  ' 

With  great  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  Turner. 

"His  Excellency,  The  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania. 

"North  Carolina, 

"In  Senate,  November  29th,  1804. 
"Kesolved,  That  our  Senators,  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives 
requested,  to  take  all  legal  and  necessary  steps,  to 
use  their  utmost  exertions,  as  soon  as  the  same  is  prac- 
ticable, to  obtain  an  amendment  to  the  Federal  Coijsti- 
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tutiou,  so  as  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  pass  a  law,  whenever  they 
may  deem  it  expedient,  to  prevent  the  further  im- 
portation of  Slaves,  or  people  of  colour,  from  any  of 
the  West  India  Islands,  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  or 
elsewhere,  into  the  United  States,  or  any  part  thereof. 
"Resolved  further,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  requested,  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing 
resolution  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress ;  also,  to  the  Executives  of  all  the  different  States 
in  the  Union  ,with  a  request  that  the  same  may  be 
laid  before  their  respective  Legislatures,  for  their  con- 
currence and  adoption." 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  certain  resolutions  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

Gentlemen : 

1  RECEIVED  A  LETTER  FROM  HIS  EXCEL- 
lency,  Christopher  Greenup,  Esquire,  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  yesterday,  by  Post,  en- 
closing two  Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly,  of 
the  twenty-seventh  of  November,  and  seventeenth  of 
December  last,  copies  whereof  will  be  delivered  here- 
with to  the  respective  Houses,  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
for  their  deliberation,  and  co-operation. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  February  5th,  1805. 

Resolution  of  the  Kentucky  Assembly. 

"Frankfort,  (Ken.)  January  2d,  1805. 
"Sir: 

"By  directions  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency,  two  Resolu- 
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tions  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  November,  and  seven- 
teenth of  December  last;  and,  to  request  that  the  same 
may  be  communicated  to  the  Legislature  of  your  State. 
"I  am,  very  respectfully, 
"Sir, 
"Your  obedient  servant, 

.    "Christopher  Greenup. 
"His  Excellency, 
"The  Governor  of  the  Common- 
"wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

• 
"Commonwealth  of  Kentucky. 

"In  General  Assembly, 

"November  27th,  1804. 
"Whereas,  owing  to  the  manner  of  appropriating 
lands  on  the  western  waters,  adopted  by  the  State  of 
Virginia,  previous  to  the  erection  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky into  an  independent  State,  there  are  many  con- 
flicting claims  to  land,  and  the  titles  to  real  property, 
in  this  State,  are  thereby  rendered  precarious  and  un- 
settled; and,  inasmuch  as  many  claims  to  lands  in  this 
Commonwealth  are  held  by  non-residents,  who  have  it 
in  their  election  to  have  their  suits  tried  in  the  State- 
Court,  or  in  the  Court  of  the  United  States,  which  gives 
the  non-resident  a  decided  advantage,  the  resident  hav- 
ing no  such  election;  this  advantage  is  more  manifest 
when  it  is  considered  that  different  principles  of  deci- 
sion may  be  established  by  those  different  tribunals, 
and  the  non-resident  has  it  in  his  power  to  resort  to  that 
Court  where  former  decisions  favor  his  particular  case, 
and  this  is  not  the  only  inconvenience  which  the  Citi- 
zens of  this  Comn\onwealth  are  subjected  to,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  peculiar  situation,  the  artful  and  wealthy 
land-claimant,  who  is  an  inhabitant  of  this  State,  by  a 
transfer  of  his  title  to  a  non-resident,  may  give  jurisdic- 
tion to  the  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  thereby  put 
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it  out  of  the  power  of  his  indigent  opponent  to  pursue 
or  support  his  claim  with  success.  This  is  sufficiently 
evident  when  we  recollect  the  great  distance  which 
many  of  our  Citizens  live  from  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  Kentucky  District,  and  their  in- 
ability to  prosecute  an  appeal  at  the  Federal  City. 

"And,  whereas,  serious  and  alarming  consequences 
may  ensue  from  contradictory  adjudications  in  the  Su- 
preme Federal  Court,  and  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  this 
State. 

.  "And,  whereas,  the  Judiciary  of  each  individual 
State,  ought  to  be  considered  as  best  qualified  to  de- 
cide upon  the  Laws,  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  that 
State,  more  especially  when  the  subject  to  be  adjudi- 
cated on,  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  require  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  History  of  that  State,  and  the  parti- 
cular mode  of  acquiring  that  property  which  is  the  sub- 
ject of  dispute. 

"Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  Senators,  in  Congress, 
from  this  State,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed, 
and  our  Representatives  in  Congress  are  also  requested 
to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  procure  such  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  will 
confine  the  Judiciary  power  of  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  to  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising  under  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  Trea- 
ties made,  or  which  shall  be  made  under  their  authority; 
cases  affecting  Ambassadors,  other  public  Ministers 
and  Consuls;  cases  of  Admiralty  and  Maritime  Juris 
diction;  controversies  to  which  the  United  States  shall 
be  a  party;  to  controversies  between  two  or  more  States. 

"Resolved,  also.  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by requested,  to  forward  the  foregbing  Resolution  to 
each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives,  from  this 
State,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  also,  to  the 
Executive  of  each  State  in  the  Union,  that  the  sanie 


Thomas  M'Kean.  553 

may  be  laid  before  their  several  Legislatures,  with 
a  request  for  their  co-operation  in  procuring  the  said 
amendment. 

"William  Logan,  S.  H.  K. 

"Thomas  Posey,  S.  S.  P. 
"December  19th,  1804." 


"Commonwealth  of  Kentucky. 


"In  General  Assembly, 

"December  17th,  1804. 

"Kesolved,  That  in  a  confederation  of  States,  the  prin- 
^^iples  by  which  they  shall  be  governed,  are  a  subject  of 
agreement  between  the  contracting  parties,  and  that 
the  ConsMtution  of  the  United  States  was  therefore 
agreed  on  by  the  whole,  and  ratified  by  each  of  the 
States. 

"That  several  of  the  provisions  of  that  instrument 
being  adapted  to  the  peculiar  situation  of  some  of  the 
States,  and  intended  to  protect  their  interests,  which 
might  otherwise  have  been  neglected  or  forgotten,  were 
conditions  without  which  these  States  would  never 
have  acceded  to  the  Union. 

"That  the  mode  of  representation,  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  was  a  condition,  on 
which  the  States  holding  Slaves  became  parties  in  the 
confederation,  and  that  it  is  just  in  itself  and  not  op- 
pressive to  any  of  the  States,  because,  as  the  States 
which  permit  the  existence  of  Slavery,  had  authorized 
the  introduction  of  Slaves  nearly  from  the  time  of  their 
establishment,  and  had  thereby  lessened  the  number 
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of  free  persons  they  would  otherwise  have  contained, 
while  they  increased  the  productions  and  consequently 
the  wealth  of  the  country,  it  would  be  unjust  to  con- 
sider them  as  possessing  no  other  population  but  the 
number  of  free  persons  they  now  contain. 

"The  influence  of  the  eastern  States,  in  the  National 
Government,  cannot  be  diminished  by  the  number  of 
Slaves,  who  may  be  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
southern  and  western  parts  of  the  Union,  and  of  Lou- 
isiana; the  population  of  a  country  will  depend  on  the 
extent  and  fertility  of  its  soil,  and  were  these  countries 
cultivated  by  Freemen,  instead  of  Slaves,  their  relative 
weight  in  the  Union  would  be  increased,  and  that  of  the 
others  proportionally  diminished. 

"And  the  States  holding  Slaves  support  their  just 
share  of  the  public  burthens. 

"In  direct  and  capitation  Taxes,  the  proportion  paid 
by  each  State,  is  regulated  by  its  representation;  and 
the  duties  upon  articles  imported,  although  advanced 
by  the  merchant,  are  ultimately  paid  by  the  consumer. 

"The  demand  for  the  produce  of  foreign  countries,  by 
these  States,  is  considerable;  their  own  capitals  are  em- 
ployed in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  without  im- 
porting extensively  themselves,  they  afford  an  advan- 
tageous market  for  the  importations  of  other  parts  of 
the  Union. 

"For  these  reasons,  and  because  the  change,  proposed 
by  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  might  endanger  the  har- 
mony now  subsisting  between  the  several  States  com- 
posing the  Union,  which  it  is  the  interest,  and,  we  hope, 
the  wish  of  all  to  maintain,  and  support — it  is  further. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Senators,  in  Congress,  from 
this  State,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed,  and  the 
Representatives  of  this  State,  in  Congress,  are  also  re- 
quested, to  oppose  the  alteration  in  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, proposed  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts;  and 
the  Governor  of  this  State  is  hereby  requested  to  trans- 
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mit  to  each  Senator  and  representative  in  Congress, 
from  this  State;  and,  also,  the  Chief 'Magistrate  of  the 
different  States,  this  expression  of  our  opinion  on  the 
subject,  and  request  their  concurrence  in  opposing  the 
contemplated  measure. 

William  Logan,  S.  H.  R. 
'  "Thomas  Posey,  S.  S.  P. 

"December  19th,  1804. 

"Approved, 

"Christopher  Greenup,  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  collection  of  the 
State  liens  upon  the  real  estate  of  John  Nicholson, 
formerly  Comptroller  General. 

Gentlemen: 

CONSIDERABLE  PAINS  HAVE  BEEN  TAKEN 
to  investigate  and  ascertain  the  real  estate  of 
John  Nicholson,  formerly  Comptroller-General, 
on  which  the  Commonwealth  has  liens  to  a  large  sum 
of  money,  to  discharge  which  it  is  believed  he  has  left 
landed  property  sufficient,  but  all  endeavours  have 
hitherto  proved  unsatisfactory  and  ineffectual. 

His  brother,  Mr.  Samuel  Nicholson,  who  was  recom- 
mended to  me  by  the  present  Comptroller-General,  and, 
from  his  consanguinity  and  personal  interest,  afforded 
a  reasonable  prospect  of  effecting  what  was  desired, 
has  not  hitherto  been  able,  after  a  tedious  employment, 
to  effectuate  the  purpose. 

The  last  report  of  Mr.  Samuel  Nicholson,  with  its  ac- 
companiments, will  be  delivered,  by  the  Secretary,  for 
your  information. 

The  originals  (being  voluminous)  will  be  forwarded, 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the  Senate,  who 
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will  be  pleased,  when  they  have  done  with  them,  to  di- 
rect their  Clerk  to  re-deliver  them  to  the  Secretary. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  for  your  consideration,  the 
propriety  of  authorizing  some  person,  possessed  of  legal 
knowledge  and  suitable  qualifications,  who  will  devote 
his  whole  time  to  the  business,  to  attend  to  this  not  un- 
important affair;  and  to  contract  with  some,  or  all  of 
the  four  Land-Companies,  in  which  he  appears  to  have 
had  an  important  interest,  for  the  sale  of  the  liens  of 
the  State  on  his  real  property;  and  on  receiving  in 
money,  or  sufficient  securities,  the  amount  of  the  de- 
mand, to  convey  the  estate  and  interest  of  the  Com- 
monwealth to  the  monies,  &c.,  due  them,  to  such  Com- 
pany, or  to  any  individual.  The  Agent  to  be  allowed 
an  adequate  compensation. 

This,  or  any  other  measure  the  Legislature  may 
adopt,  will  meet  with  my  ready  co-operation. 

^  THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  February  14th,  1805. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  an  Act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Maryland  concerning  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Susquehanna. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  DESIRED  THE  SECRETARY  TO  LAY  BE- 
fore  you  copies  of  a  letter  received,  yesterday,  from 
His  Excellency,  Robert  Bowie,  Esquire,  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Maryland;   and  an  Act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture thereof,  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Susquehanna. 
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As  this  affair  appears  to  me  worthy  of  your  serious 
attention,  it  has  been  communicated  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  February  16th,  1805. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  resolution  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  Massachusetts,  approving  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen : 

YESTERDAY  I  RECEIVED  A  LETTER  FROM 
the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  enclosing  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  approving 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  had  been  proposed  by  the  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina,  copies  of  which  will  be  herewith  delivered  by 
the  Secretary  to  both  Houses. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  March  1st,  1805. 

(Enclosed  in  the  Above  Message.) 

"Boston,  February  15th,  1805. 
Sir: 

"In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  I  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of 
the  two  Houses,  approving  an  amendment  to  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  which  has   been  proposed  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina. 
"I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
"Sir, 
"With  great  respect, 

"Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Caleb  Strong. 
"His  Excellency, 
The  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 
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"Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

"In  Senate,  February  12th,  1805. 

"Resolved,  That  our  Senators,  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives 
requested,'  to  take  all  legal  and  necessary  steps,  to  use 
their  utmost  exertions,  as  soon  as  the  same  is  practi- 
cable, to  obtain  an  amendment  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, so  as  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  pass  a  Law,  whenever  they  may 
deem  it  expedient,  to  prevent  the  further  importation 
of  Slaves,  from  any  of  the  West-India  islands,  from  the 
coast  of  Africa,  or  elsewhere,  into  the  United  States, 
or  any  part  thereof. 

"Resolved  further.  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  requested,  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing 
resolution  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress; also,  to  the  Executives  of  all  the  different  States 
in  the  Union,  with  a  request,  that  the  same  may  be  laid 
before  their  respective  Legislatures,  for  their  concur- 
rence and  adoption.'' 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  report  of  the  State's 
counsel  in  certain  suits  pending  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  with  an  opinion  of  the 
Court. 

Gentlemen : 

IN  PURSUANCE  OF  THE  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN 
act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  employ  Counsel 
to  attend  to  the  interests  of  this  State,  in  certain 
Suits  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,"  passed  the  first  of  February  last,  two  of  the 
gentlemen  whom  I  employed  for  that  purpose,  attended 
the  honorable  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Union,  at  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  performed  the  duty  required. 
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Their  report,  together  with  the  opinion  of  the  Court, 
in  the  ease  of  Huidekoper's,  Lessee  against  Doughless, 
will  be  herewith  delivered  by  the  Secretary  for  your 
information,  and  that  of  all  persons  interested  therein. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  March  18th,  1805. 


Philadelphia,  March  12th,  1805 
Sir: 

We  have  the  honor  of  informing  your  Excellency, 
that,  in  pursuance  of  your  request,  we  attended  the  last 
Session  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  at 
the  city  of  Washington. 

The  case  of  Huidekoper's,  Lessee  against  Doughlass, 
was  fully  argued,  and  the  Court  delivered  their  opin- 
ion; a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent  to  you. 

Although  this  opinion  has  disappointed  our  expecta- 
tion, yet  we  forbear  from  offering  any  remark  on  it,  as 
it  is  to  be  considered  as  henceforth  establishing  the 
Law  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be 
With  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  obedient  servants, 

Joseph  B.  M'Kein. 
William  Tilghmau- 
His  Excellency, 
The  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 
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To  the  Assembly  vetoing  "An  act  to  alter  the  mode  of 
appointing  the  Comptroller  and  Register-Gen- 
erals." 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  READ  AND  CONSIDERED  THE  BILL, 
entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  mode  of  appointing 
the  Comptroller  and  Register-Generals;"  and  as  it 
appears  to  me  inconsistent  with  the  purview  and  spirit 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  and  also  expedient,  I 
cannot  approve  it.  I  have  therefore  directed  the  Sec- 
retary to  return  it  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
which  it  originated,  together  with  my  objections — 
which  follow: 

First. — By  the  second  Article  of  the  Constitution, 
made  and  established  by  the  People  of  the  Common- 
wealth, on  the  second  day  of  September,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety.  Section  eight — "The  Gov- 
or  shall  appoint  all  Officers  whose  Offices  are  estab- 
lished by  that  Constitution,  or  shall  be  established  by 
Law,  and  whose  appointments  are  not  therein  other- 
wise provided  for."  By  Article  sixth.  Section  fifth — 
"The  State-Treasurer  shall  be  appointed  annually  by 
the  joint  vote  of  the  Members  of  both  Houses;  all  other 
Officers  in  the  Treasury  Department,  Attornies  at  Law, 
Election  Officers,  Officers  relating  to  Taxes,  to  the  Poor 
and  Highways,  Constables,  and  other  Township  Offi- 
cers, shall  be  appointed  in  such  manner,  as  is,  or  shall 
be  directed  by  Law." 

These  being  the  parts  of  the  Constitution,  which 
have  relation  to  the  present  Bill,  the  sole  question  is, 
what  the  Convention  had  in  contemplation,  by  the 
words,  "all  other  Officers  in  the  Treasury  Department, 
&c.,  shall  be  appointed,  as  is  or  shall  be  directed  by 
Law?"  If  it  had  been  intended,  that  the  Members  of 
the  two  Houses,  should,  by  joint  vote,  appoint  all  other 
Officers  in  the  Treasury  Department,  Attornies  at  Law, 
and  the  Officers  enumerated  in  this  Section,  the  Conven- 
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tion  would  have  annexed  this  power,  to  that  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  State-Treasurer,  in  the  same  sentence  or 
clause.  What  then,  it  may  be  inquired,  had  they  in 
view?  My  answer  is,  they  might  have  supposed,  that 
the  Legislature  might  conceive  it  necessary,  that  other 
Officers  should  be  appointed  as  a  check  upon  him:  They 
may  also  have  had  a  reference  to  the  County-Treas- 
urers, Excise  Officers,  and  others,  who  might  be  deemed 
necessary  to  collect  and  pay  money  into  the  State  Treas- 
ury, as  a  part  of  the  Revenue,  not  arising  from  Taxes, 
and  who  might  be  employed  or  commissioned  solely 
for  that  purpose. 

The  Comptroller  or  Register-General  has  as  little 
connexion  with  the  Treasury  Department  as  any  other 
Officer  in  the  State;  the  names  of  Officers,  merely,  can- 
not designate  their  department  or  duties;  they  receive 
no  public  money,  nor  pay  any  into  the  Treasury;  they 
mak^  no  reports  or  reference  to  the  State-Treasurer, 
nor  are  they  amenable  to  him  in  any  manner  whatso- 
ever; they  are  entirely  connected  with  the  Supreme 
Executive  Department,  and  are  denominated  "the  De- 
partment of  Accounts ;"  their  principal  duty  is  to  liqui- 
date and  ascertain  the  claims  and  demands  against 
the  Commonwealth,  and  to  report  them  to  the  Gov- 
ernor; if  they  disagree,  he  is  to  decide,  and  thereupon 
to  draw  his  warrant  for  the  money  on  the  State-Treas- 
urer, specifying  the  appropriate  fund.  No  reasons  have 
been  assigned  in  the  Bill,  why  they  should  be  con- 
sidered as  Officers  in  the  Treasury  Department,  nor  can 
I  divine  any. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  present  Constitution, 
these  Officers  have  always  been  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor; and  by  the  last  Act  of  the  Legislature,  preced- 
ing the  present  Constitution,  the  Comptroller-General 
held  his  Office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council.     It  may  be  said,  that  this  was  in  pur- 
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suance  of  Acts  of  the  Legislature;  but  under  the  first 
Constitution,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  were 
vested  with  the  power  of  those  appointments,  though 
overrulled  by  the  House  of  Assembly;  under  the  pres- 
ent, the  Governor  has  the  right  to  appoint  these  Offi- 
cers, without  the  aid  of  the  Legislature;  and  the  last 
Act  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  may  be  construed  as  a 
recognition  of  it:  at  any  rate,  it  cannot  deprive  any 
future  Governor  of  his  Constitutional  rights;  and  at 
least  proves,  that  the  Governor  in  their  opinion,  was 
best  qualified  to  appoint  them. 

By  this  Bill,  the  present  Officers  are  to  continue  in 
Office,  until  the  second  Tuesday  in  January  next,  if 
they  shall  respectively  so  long  behaye  themselves  well; 
but  there  is  no  such  provision  for  the  future.  I  have 
long  entertained  doubts  respecting  the  power  of  the 
Legislature  to  make  any  Office  during  good  behaviour, 
except  those  so  directed  by  the  Constitution;  if  this 
can  be  done,  a  Governor  having  a  suitable  understand- 
ing with  the  Legislature,  may  place  his  favorites  and 
their  favorites  on  this  foundation;  and  thereby  not  only 
preclude  his  successor  from  the  aid  of  friendly  co-ad- 
jutors  in  the  arduous  administration  of  public  affairs, 
but  also  subject  him  to  every  difficulty,  which  can  be 
contrived  by  enemies.  This  would  be  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  every  well  regulated  Government,  and  not 
doing  as  we  would  wish  to  be  done  to  us.  Besides,  the 
two  Houses  have  no  constitutional  power  to  continue 
the  present  Officers  a  single  day,  against  the  will  of  the 
Governor:  it  would  be  encroaching  too  far  on  his  au- 
thority, and  destroying  his  responsibility. 

Be  all  this  as  it  may,  the  spirit  of  our  Constitution  is 
to  keep  the  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial  Depart- 
ments, in  the  Government,  as  distinct  and  independent 
of  each  other  as  possible;  it  has  prescribed  limits  to 
each,  the  barriers  of  which  cannot  be  passed  without  a 
violation  of  this  sacred   instrument:     The    Executive 
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branch  (among  other  duties)  is  to  see  that  the  Laws  are 
faithfully  executed;  which  he  cannot  so  well  perform, 
unless  he  has  the  appointment  of  the  Officers  necessary 
for  that  purpose.  The  Legislature  are  to  make  Laws 
not  to  expound  them,  nor  to  appoint  those,  who  are  to 
execute  them. 

Second. — It  seems  to  me  to  be  inexpedient. 

On  the  face  of  the  Bill,  it  appears  manifest,  that  the 
Legislature  have  no  objections  to  the  present  Officers; 
no  Member  has  even  hinted  any  thing  of  this  kind  to 
me;  then  why  the  necessity  for,  or  what  benefit  can  be 
derived  from  the  alteration,  at  this  time,  of  the  mode 
of  appointment?  All  Legislatures  heretofore,  for  near 
fifteen  years  have  thought  this  power  should  be  de- 
posited with  the  Governor,  for  the  time  being;  and,  if 
capable  and  good  Officers  have  been  appointed  by  him, 
as  seems  to  be  acknowledged,  what  advantage  can  be 
obtained,  for  the  public  service,  by  placing  these  Offi- 
cers hereafter  under  the  will  and  pleasure  of  an  annual 
fluctuating  body?  Merit  alone  will  not  secure  their 
constant  re-election;  they  must  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  every  new  Member,  as  well  as  have  address  and  man- 
agement in  canvassing  for  votes;  and  more  adroit  can- 
didates will  at  all  times  render  their  situation  irksome 
and  precarious.  Few  men,  worthy  of  these  Offices,  will 
be  found,  who  will  subject  themselves  to  such  a  tenure; 
and  the  advantages  of  experience  will  be  lost. 

The  first  Comptroller  and  Register-Generals  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  Legislature;  the  result  is  too  well 
known,  and  has  been  too  severely  felt,  to  require  any 
further  animadversion;  public  default  has  likewise  oc- 
curred in  one  of  the  State-Treasurers;  more  than  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  have,  by  these  Officers,  been 
misapplied.  These  instances  afford  no  proof  of  the  in- 
tended mode  of  appointment  being  the  most  salutary. 
With  respect  to  myself,  it  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indif- 
ference, who  shall  have  the  appointment  of  these  Offi- 


564  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

cers.  The  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  of  appoint- 
ing Officers  must  be  always  attended  with  great  an- 
xiety to  a  conscientious  mind. 

Having  been  a  Member  of  as  many  Congresses,  Con- 
ventions, Legislative  Assemblies,  and  other  public 
bodies,  as  perhaps,  any  Gentleman  in  the  United  States, 
permit  me  to  declare,  that  from  all  my  experience  and 
observation,  a  large  public  body  is  not  so  well  qualified 
to  select  the  best  characters  for  subordinate  Officers, 
as  a  single  person,  responsible,  unfettered,  and  inde- 
pendent. 

The  precedent  being  once  established,  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Assembly,  assuming  to  themselves  the  power 
of  appointing  Executive  Officers,  "many  an  error,  by 
the  same  example,  will  creep  into  the  State."  With 
more  plausibility  the  Secretary  of  the  Land-Office,  the 
Surveyor-General,  Keceiver-General,  and  Prothonotary 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  may  be  declared  to  be  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  than  the  Accountant  Officers; 
for  they  collect  and  pay  a  large  proportion  of  the  public 
Revenue  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State. 

I  have  no  ambition  for  power;  but  I  trust,  I  shall  be 
excused  in  holding  it  as  a  sacred  -duty,  to  transmit  the 
Constitution,  (which  approaches  as  near  to  perfection, 
as  any  that  ever  did,  or  does  now  exist  in  the  world)  to 
my  successor,  unimpaired  and  unshackled  by  any  act 
of  mine. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  March  25th,  1805. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  "An  act  regulating  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  within  this  Commonwealth." 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  PERUSED  AND  CONSIDERED  THE  BILL, 
entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  administration  of 
Justice  within  this  Commonwealth,"  and  have  di- 
rected the  Secretary  to  return  it  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
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resentatives,  in  which  it  originated,  as  I  do  not  ap- 
prove it. 

My  reasons  against  several  Bills  of  the  like  nature, 
which  have  been  presented  to  me  within  the  last  two 
or  three  years,  appear  at  large  on  the  Journals  of  both 
Houses;  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  at  present 
barely  to  mention: 

First. — It  is  declared  in  the  Constitution,  "that  trial 
by  Jury  shall  be  as  heretofore."  By  this  Bill  it  can- 
not be  had,  until  after  the  cause  shall  be  tried  and  de- 
cided by  Referrees.  Exclusive  of  .the  time,  trouble,  de- 
lay and  expence  attending  the  first  trial,  there  is  danger 
to  be  a])prehended  of  subornation  of  perjury  from  the 
evidence  and  strength  of  the  respective  parties  being 
previously  known,  and  the  minds  of  the  Jury,  on  the 
subsequent  trial,  will  probably  be  influenced  by  the 
first  decision.  It  appears  to  me,  that  it  would  be  more 
eligible  for  Suitors  in  our  Courts,  to  pay  a  certain  stipu- 
lated sum  of  money  to  the  State,  for  an  allowance  to 
have  a  trial  by  Jury  in  the  first  instance. 

Second. — It  is  provided  by  the  Constitution,  "that 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Presidents 
of  the  several  Courts  of  Common-Pleas  shall,  at  stated 
times,  receive,  for  their  services,  an  adequate  compensa- 
tion, to  be  fixed  by  law,  which  shall  not  be  diminished 
during  their  continuance  in  office."  The  President  of 
the  first  Circuit,  composed  of  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, &c.,  has,  by  law,  at  present,  two  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year;  the  other  five,  sixteen  hundred.  By  the 
present  Bill,  the  salaries  of  all  the  Presidents  are  re- 
duced to  thirteen  hundred  dollars  a  year,  with  an  addi- 
tion of  two  dollars  daily  wages,  for  every  day  they  shall 
be  employed  in  holding  Courts.  It  should  have  been 
submitted  by  the  Bill,  to  the  several  Presidents  hereto- 
fore commissioned,  who  reside  within  their  former  and 
newly  appointed  Circuits,  whether  they  would  accept 
of  the  alternative  or  not;  otherwise  it  appears  to  me,  to 
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be  a  palpable  violation  of  another  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  declares,  "that  no  Law  impairing  Contracts 
shall  be  made."  Besides,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the 
forms  for  the  administration  of  Justice,  prescribed 
bv  this  Bill,  are  not  so  good  as  those  which  at  present 
exist. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  March  29th,  1805. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  "A  supplement  to  the  Act 
entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts 
of  the  Assembly  for  the  establishing  the  judicial 
courts  of  this  Commonwealth  in  conformity  to  the 
alterations  and  amendments  in  the  Constitution.'  " 

Gentlemen : 

THE  BILL,  ENTITLED  "A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE 
act,  entitled  ^An  act  supplementary  to  the  several 
acts  of  Assembly  for  the  establishing  the  judicial 
courts  of  this  Commonwealth  in  conformity  to  the  al- 
terations and  amendments  in  the  Constitution,"  was 
presented  for  my  consideration  at  the  close  of  the  last 
session  of  the  Legislature,  when  having  twenty-five 
other  bills  before  me,  it  was  not  in  my  power  with  due 
deliberation  to  return  it  previously  to  the  adjournment. 
I  am  not  however  disposed  to  lament  this  delay,  for 
l)eside  the  opportunity  that  has  been  given  to  consider 
the  frame  and  operation  of  the  bill  itself,  I  trust  the  dis- 
position manifested  by  our  constituents,  and  doubtless 
felt  by  you,  to  establish  a  judicial  system  upon  com- 
prehensive and  efficient  principles,  will  induce  you  to 
deem  it  fortunate  that  this  particular,  inadequate  and 
temporary  arrangement  has  not  been  adopted.  I  have 
directed  the  bill  to  be  returned  to  the  Senate,  in  which 
it  originated. 
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My  objections  to  the  bill  itself  arise  from  considera- 
tions respecting  the  administration  of  justice,  as  well 
as  respecting  the  general  policy  of  the  State.      For, 

1.  The  bill  would  increase  the  delay  of  justice,  would 
not  diminish  the  expence  of  law  suits,  and,  with  the 
present  number  of  judges,  would  be  oppressive,  if  not 
impracticable. 

The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  are  required  to  hold 
a  circuit  court  in  each  county,  in  which  even  a  single 
suit  is  depending,  once  in  every  year.  Though  a  single 
judge  may  hold  a  circuit  court,  it  will  always  be  ex- 
pedient to  assign  two  judges  for  that  duty,  to  prevent 
disappointment  and  the  loss  of  a  session  by  an  accident 
happening  to  either.  Now,  there  are  forty-two  coun- 
ties and  only  four  judges  of  the  supreme  court.  The 
three  regular  terms  of  the  supreme  court  will  require 
nine  weeks.  An  attendance  of  one  week  in  each  county 
upon  the  circuit,  will  require  twenty-one  weeks.  In 
travelling  between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg,  to  hold 
the  terms  of  the  supreme  court,  three  weeks  would  be 
employed;  and  the  mere  travelling  to  hold  the  several 
circuit  courts,  could  not  be  performed  in  less  than  eight 
weeks.  Thus  every  judge  of  the  supreme  court  must 
be  in  constant  occupation,  without  any  allowance  for 
infirmities,  or  casualties,  during  forty-one  weeks  in 
every  year. 

Again.  In  some  counties,  there  is  scarcely  any  busi- 
ness depending  in  the  courts:  In  other  counties,  the 
business  almost  clogs  the  w^heels  of  justice.  Yet  the 
annual  session  of  the  courts  is  directed  to  be  the  same 
in  each  of  these  description  of  counties. 

Again.  Causes  originating  in  the  proposed  western 
district,  must  be  removed  into  the  supreme  court,  to  the 
September  term,  held  at  Pittsburg;  and  can  only  be 
there  tried  at  the  distance  of  a  year;  whereas  if  they 
were  removable  to  the  supreme  court  in  Philadelphia, 
they  might  be  decided  in  the  preceding  December  or 
March  term. 
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Also:  The  great  accumulation  of  business  which  ob- 
structs the  administration  of  justice,  naturally  exists 
in  our  commercial  metropolis.  Every  suspension  of 
the  courts  in  Philadelphia,  adds  therefore  to  the  evil; 
and  a  transfer  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court 
from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg,  for  a  term,  is  in  a  great 
measure  shutting  the  temple  of  justice,  against  foreign 
and  domestic  merchants,  and  against  every  class  of 
citizens  connected  with  the  transactions  of  a  great  em- 
porium of  trade.  It  is  true,  that  the  inconvenience  is 
not  inconsiderable,  which  a  citizen  of  the  western 
country  incurs  by  attending  the  supreme  court  in  Phila- 
delphia; but  the  nature  of  the  controversies  that  occur, 
the  value  of  the  property  in  dispute,  the  number  of  the 
suits  and  the  urgency  of  the  cases,  must,  with  every 
candid  mind  shew  the  necessity  of  a  sacrifice  of  the 
immediate  accommodation  of  a  few  individuals,  to  the 
general  benefit  of  the  community. 

2.  The  bill  would  be  injurious  to  the  general  policy 
of  the  State  which  consists  in  the  unity  of  its  territory, 
its  jurisdiction,  its  laws,  and  its  habits. 

The  proposition  to  divide  the  State  for  judicial  pur- 
poses into  an  eastern  and  western  district,  nearly  con- 
forming to  the  demarcation  of  the  boundary  of  our 
mountains,  will  naturally  revive  the  ideas  of  a  political 
division,  hitherto  deemed  to  be  so  alarming  and  in- 
jurious. 

Not  only  the  prosperity  of  Pennsylvania,  but  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Union,  will  greatly  depend  on  an  adher- 
ence to  the  tentorial  distinctions  of  the  States,  as  well 
as  to  the  spirit  of  our  political  compact. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  December  3,  1805. 
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Opening  a<ddress  to  the  Assembly — 1805. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

IT  GIVES  ME  PECULIAR  PLEASURE,  AT  THIS 
time,  to  address  a  General  Assembly,  convened 
under  the  immediate  influence  of  the  public  senti- 
ment; and  acting  with  enlightened  minds,  and  patriotic 
dispositions,  in  the  service  of  our  country.  The  com- 
pletion of  some  of  the  essential  arrangements  of  our 
civil  polity;  the  application  of  a  practical  system  of 
legislation,  to  the  purposes  of  a  republican  govern- 
ment; a  vigilance,  without  jealousy,  which  will  merit 
and  preserve  the  confidence  of  the  people;  and  a  benev- 
olence (soaring  above  pride  and  prejudice)  which  cah- 
not  fail  to  allay  the  feuds,  and  to  conciliate  the  differ- 
ences of  party;  will,  I  am  (Confident,  honorably  distin- 
guish the  transactions  of  the  present  session. 

In  discharging  the  duties  assigned  to  the  executive 
magistrate,  I  find  little  to  communicate  for  your  in- 
formation, or  to  recommend  for  your  interposition,  that 
has  not  upon  former  occasions,  been  submitted,  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Legislature.  The  national  pros- 
perity continues  to  be  the  aim  and  the  effect,  of  the 
wise  and  virtuous  labours  of  the  federal  administra- 
tion; while  the  immediate  prosperity  of  Pennsylvania 
conspicuously  displays  the  industry,  morality  and  pub- 
lic spirit  of  her  citizens.  In  relation  to  the  Union,  how- 
ever, we  see  with  regret,  that  the  aggressions  of  foreign 
nations,  ruinous  to  our  commerce,  and  insulting  to  our 
independence,  may,  eventually,  compel  the  federal 
government,  to  sacrafice  its  laudable  love  of  peace,  to 
an  honorable  assertion  of  its  rights  and  dignity.  The 
happiness  of  Pennsylvania,  too,  has  not  been  without 
alloy.  A  recurrence  of  the  malignant  fever  in  Philadel- 
phia (notwithstanding  the  judicious  and  exemplary  con- 
duct of  the  members  of  the  board  of  health,  whose  per- 
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sonal  hazards,  are  great,  though  their  pecuniary  com- 
pensation is  small)  has  been  attended  with  considerable 
mortality,  expence  and  embarrassment;  while  the  agi- 
tations of  political  parties  seemed  for  a  while,  to  anni- 
hilate that  feeling  of  mutual  respect  and  esteem,  to  ex- 
tinguish that  sense  of  common  interest  and  danger, 
which  constitute  the  only  durable  cement  of  society. 

There  has  not  appeared  to  me,  fellow-citizens,  a 
period  in  my  administration,  more  auspicious  to  press 
upon  your  attention  the  great  points  of  republican 
policy:  I  mean  the  institutions  of  public  education,  of 
public  justice,  and  of  public  force. 

Our  government  is  a  republic,  in  which  the  people 
constantly  act,  through  the  medium  of  the  representa 
tive  principle.  Such  a  government  must  be  a  type  of 
the  people  themselves;  and  will  be  good  or  bad,  just  as 
they  are,  or  are  not,  virtuous  and  intelligent.  To  incul- 
cate virtue  and  promote  knowledge  among  the  people, 
is  therefore  the  natural,  the  necessary  course,  for  in- 
vigorating and  perpetuating  a  republican  government. 
The  framers  of  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania  (an  in- 
strument that  does  honour  to  the  human  intellect) 
aware  of  the  principle,  which  is  essential  to  effectuate 
their  great  work,  emphatically  declared,  "That  the 
Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  pro- 
vide by  law,  for  the  establishment  of  schools  through- 
out the  State,  in  such  manner,  that  the  poor  may  be 
taught  gratis."  Let  me,  then,  claim  an  early  attention, 
for  the  important  subject.  It  remains  with  you,  by 
making  an  adequate  provision  for  men  of  science  in 
public  seminaries,  to  introduce  a  general  system  of 
education,  that  shall  infuse  into  the  mind  of  every 
citizen  a  knowledge  of  his  rights  and  duties;  that  shall 
excite  the  useful  ambition  of  excelling  in  stations  of 
public  trust;  and  that  shall  guard  the  representative 
principle,  from  the  abuses  of  intrigue  and  imposture. 

The  next  great  point  in  a  republican  government,  is 
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the  establishment  of  a  pure,  able,  and  efficient  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  The  organization  of  the  judicial 
power  of  Pennsylvania,  has  been  long,  and  fairly  con- 
demned. But  there  is  not  a  defect  suggested,  from 
any  quarter,  which  the  Legislature  is  not  competent  to 
remedy.  The  authority  of  the  judges  may  be  restricted 
or  enlarged.  The  law  which  they  dispense,  whether 
statute  law,  or  common  law,  may  be  annulled,  or  modi- 
fied. The  delay  of  justice  may  be  obviated  by  increas- 
ing the  number  of  judges,  in  proportion  to  the  obvious 
increase  of  judicial  business;  or  by  instituting  local 
tribunals,  where  local  causes  demand  a  more  constant 
exercise  of  jurisdiction.  With  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  anxious  to  destroy  every  pretence  for  an  at- 
tack upon  our  Constitution,  I  pray  you,  gentlemen,  to 
engage,  head  and  heart,  in  evei;y  necessary,  in  every 
salutary  reform. 

To  the  efficiency  of  the  public  force,  freemen,  who 
will  allow  none  but  freemen  to  compose  it,  are  bound 
in  duty,  and  in  interest  to  attend.  The  militia  of  Penn- 
sylvania is  numerous  and  respectable.  Its  numbers 
will  augment  with  the  general  population;  but,  its  re- 
spectability has  hitherto,  in  a  great  degree,  depended 
upon  individual  exertions,  in  discipline  and  expence. 
The  militia  should  be  the  immediate  care  of  the  govern- 
ment; and  the  rules  and  principles  by  which  it  acts, 
should  be  universal.  If  these  suggestions  should  lead 
to  a  consideration  of  the  laws  respecting  the  militia, 
I  am  persuaded  many  other  improvements  will  occur 
to  yourselves,  that  will  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  State. 
It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  authority  given  by  a 
late  act,  to  appoint  a  quarter-master-general,  remains 
unexecuted;  because  neither  the  duties  of  the  station, 
nor  its  emoluments  were  assigned;  and  consequently, 
no  person  has  applied  for,  or  can  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected to  accept,  the  office. 

Besides  the  primary  objects  for  legislative  considera- 
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lion,  to  which  I  have  adverted,  there  are  others,  that 
merit  attention,  so  far  as  it  can  be  given,  consistently 
with  more  important  claims,  and  with  a  regard  to  public 
economy.  I  will  trouble  you  with  a  recapitulation  of 
some,  referring  to  the  legislative  records  for  the  rest. 

Those  acts  (particularly  such  as  concern  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice)  which  involve  a  constitutional  ques- 
tion, ought,  perhaps,  to  be  attentively  revised;  but,  in- 
dependent of  a  constitutional  difficulty,  it  is  expedient, 
that  the  frame  and  operation  of  the  law  respecting 
jurors,  of  the  law  for  the  payment  of  costs  on  public 
prosecutions,  and  of  the  law  directing  the  sale  of  un- 
occupied lands  for  taxes,  should  be  examined  and  modi- 
fied. 

The  penal  laws  are  susceptible  of  some  amendments. 
In  those  offences,  differing  often  in  the  degree  of  at- 
trScity,  but  to  which  the  law  affixes,  invariably,  the 
same  fine  or  penalty,  something  not  exceeding  a  certain 
amount,  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  court,  for 
the  purposes  of  discrimination.  The  removal  of  con- 
victs, under  a  sentence  of  imprisonment  for  a  single 
year,  from  the  remotest  parts  of  the  State,  to  Philadel- 
phia, is  attended  with  an  expence,  which  cannot  be 
compensated  by  any  consideration  that  originally  pro- 
duced the  regulation. 

Bills  for  erecting  election  districts,  bills  for  incor- 
porating societies  of  different  denominations,  bills  for 
regulating  ferries,  fisheries  and  mill-dams,  and  bills 
for  the  accommodation  of  private  parties,  have  absorb- 
ed much  of  the  time  of  the  Legislature,  and  of  the  treas- 
ure of  the  State.  I  submit  to  your  judgment  whether 
the  business  of  election  districts  might  not,  upon 
proper  terms,  be  referred  to  the  judges  of  the  common 
pleas,  and  commissioners  of  the  respective  counties; 
and  whether  every  bill  of  a  private  nature  should  not  be 
prepared  and  prosecuted  at  the  expence  of  the  party. 

Enquiring  into  the  execution  of  the  existing  laws,  you 
will  find,  with   satisfaction,  that  the  commissioners 
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employed  in  settling  the  business  of  the  Seventeen 
Townships  of  the  county  of  Luzerne,  have  performed 
their  trust,  with  impartiality  and  decision,  while  the 
various  incorporated  companies,  for  the  improvement 
of  roads,  rivers  and  bridges,  in  the  ditrerent  parts  of 
the  State,  exhibit  works  of  expence,  utility  and  dura- 
tion, which  considered  as  the  effect  of  private  wealth, 
in  promoting  public  good,  would  do  honor  to  any  age, 
and  any  country.  On  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Ohio  (an  object  highly  interesting  to  our 
western  counties).  I  have  addressed  the  Governors 
of  the  several  States,  connected  with  the  waters  of  that 
river.  Copies  of  the  separate  resolutions  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  proposing  amendments 
in  the  judicial  article  of  the  federal  constitution,  were 
regularly  communicated  to  each  of  our  Sister-States, 
how  far  these  resolutions  are  constitutionally  valid,  as 
they  were  not  joint  resolutions,  of  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature,  nor  were  presented  to  the  Governor  for  his 
approbation,  may  hereafter  occasion  a  doubt;  but  could 
not  prevent  my  paying  a  respect  to  whatever  appeared, 
in  any  shape,  as  a  legislative  wish. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  officers  of  the  proper  department  will  lay  before 
you,  a  statement  of  the  public  accounts,  and  of  the  reve- 
nues and  demands  for  the  ensuing  year.  For  the  ordi- 
nary establishment  of  the  government,  I  believe  the 
revenues  will  be  equal  to  the  demands;  but,  you  will, 
no  doubt,  justly  estimate  the  policy  of  creating  an  addi- 
tional fund,  for  the  purposes  of  public  education,  and 
of  the  militia. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,'  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

It  will  not  be  thought  an  improper  call  upon  your 
patriotism,  when  I  say  that  the  eye  of  the  Union,  as  well 
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as  of  Pennsylvania,  is  anxiously  fixed  on  the  course  of 
your  deliberations  and  conduct.  The  general  hope  and 
expectations,  rest  upon  the  assurance,  that  you  are 
not  only  resolute  to  maintain  your  Constitution,  but 
to  defend  the  principles  of  the  revolution,  and  to  up- 
hold the  standard  of  republicanism. 

For  my  own  part,  I  promise  a  cheerful  co-operation 
in  all  your  public  measures  upon  a  constitutional  and 
republican  basis;  and  be  assured,  Gentlemen,  that  I 
shall  be  solicitous  on  every  occasion  to  promote  your 
private  happiness;  upon  principles  of  mutual  respect, 
esteem,  and  confidence. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  December  5,  1805. 


Proclamation  Continuing  for  the  Time  Being  all  Offi- 
cers under  Executive  Appointment. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Tho.  M'Kean. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.         By     THOMAB 
M'KEAN,  Governor  or  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatives  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,. have  duly  certified,  that 
the  said  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  did,  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  December  instant,  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  the  Borough  of  Lancaster,  open 
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and  publish  the  returns  of  the  late  Election  of  a  Gov- 
ernor of  the  said  Commonwealth,  in  the  presence  of 
both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  conformably  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  and  that  upon 
counting  the  Tote,  by  a  Teller  appointed  from  each 
House,  it  appeared  that  Thomas  M'Kean  had  a  ma- 
jority of  votes.  Whereupon,  the  said  Thomas  M'Kean 
was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  Governor  of  the  said 
Commonwealth,  and  having  first  taken  the  Oath  of 
OflQce,  was  accordingly  on  this  seventeenth  day  De- 
cember proclaimed  Governor  thereof.  Now  in  pur- 
suance of  the  power  and  trust  to  the  Governor  of  this 
Commonwealth  by  the  Constitution  and  Laws  granted 
and  confided  and  for  preventing  all  failure  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  Jiistice,  I  the  said  Thomas  M'Kean. 
have  deemed  it  expedient  to  issue  this  Proclamation, 
Hereby  confirming  and  continuing  all  appointments 
made,  and  all  commissions  heretofore  lawfully  issued, 
and  which  were  in  force  on  this  day,  until  the  said  ap- 
pointments, and  commissions,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be 
by  me  superceded  and  annulled.  And  all  Officers  hold- 
ing appointments  and  commissions  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Executive  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth, 
are  required  before  the  expiration  of  thirty  days,  to 
enter  into  new  Bonds,  with  sufficient  Sureties,  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  respective  Offices,  in 
such  cases  as  the  laws  require  Bonds  and  Sureties  to 
be  given. 

And  I  do  further  direct  and  enjoin  all  public  officers 
engaged  in  the  several  Departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  proceed  with  diligence  and  fidelity,  in  the 
performance  and  execution  of  the  duties  of  their  re- 
spective Stations,  so  as  most  efl'ectually  to  promote 
and  secure  the  interest,  peace  and  safety  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Lancaster,  this  seventeenth  day  of  December, 
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in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
five,  and  of  the  Co 
Bv  the  Governor. 


five,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirtieth. 


T.  M.  Thompson,  Sec. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  certain  documents,  and 
giving  notice  that  the  act  for  the  recovery  of  the 
debt  due  the  Commonwealth  from  the  late  John 
Nicholson  remains  unexecuted. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  SECRETARY  WILL  DELIVER  HEREWITH, 
to  the  respective  Houses,  copies  of  a  letter  from 
his  Excellency  John  Sevier,  Esquire,  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  accompanying  a  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State,  of  the  fourth  of 
November  last. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  informing  the  two  Houses, 
that  Samuel  Nicholson  and  Samuel  Blythe,  have  ne 
glected  to  enter  into  the  contract  offered  them  by  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  effectual  and  speedy 
recovery  of  the  debt  due  from  the  late  John  Nicholson 
to  this  Commonwealth,'^  passed  the  fourth  of  April 
last;  and  that  no  proposal  has  been  made  to  me  by  any 
other  person,  or  body  corporate,  for  the  payment  of 
that  debt;  so  that  the  said  act  of  Assembly  remains 
unexecuted. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  March  6, 1806. 

"State  of  Tennessee, 

Knoxville,  January  28,  1806. 
"Sir: 

"I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  Excellency, 
a  copy  of  a  resolution  entered  into  by  the  Legislature 
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of  this  State,  which  you  will  please  lay  before  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  over  which  you  preside,  at 
their  next  session. 

''I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
"Very  respectfully, 

"Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

"John  Sevier. 
"His  Excellency  The  Governor  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

"State  of  Tennessee, 
"In  General  Assembly, 

"November  4,  I8O0. 

"Kesolved,  That  our  Senators  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives 
be  requested,  to  take  all  legal  and  necessary  steps,  to 
use  their  utmost  exertions,  as  soon  as  the  same  is  prac- 
ticable to  obtain  an  amendment  to  the  Federal  Con 
stitution,  so  as  to  authorise  and  empower  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  pass  a  law,  whenever  they 
deem  it  expedient,  to  prevent  the  further  importation 
of  slaves  from  any  of  the  West-India  islands,  from  the 
coast  of  Africa,  or  elsewhere  into  the  United  States, 
or  any  part  thereof. 

"Resolved  further.  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing 
resolution,  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress;  also  to  the  Executives  of  the  different 
States,  with  a  request  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before 
their  respective  Legislatures,  for  their  consideration 
and  adoption." 
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Proclamation  of  Reward   for   the   Apprehension   of 
Jacob  Brenneman. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Tho.  M'Kean. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.         By     THOMAS 
M'KEAN,  Governor  or  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

WhereaSj  I  have  received  authentic  information  that 
a  certain  Jacob  Brenneman,  in  company  with  other 
persons  unknown,  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-seventh 
ultimo,  between  the  hours  of  10  and  12  of  the  clock, 
went  in  a  clandestine  manner  to  the  House  of  his 
father-in-law  Michael  Haas,  a  peaceable  and  orderly 
inhabitant  of  Lancaster  county,  and  then  and  there, 
after  having  called  him  from  his  bed  and  rudely  de- 
manded admission  into  the  House,  violently,  mali- 
ciously and  with  intent  to  murder  him,  attacked  the 
person  of  the  said  Michael  Haas  by  first  thrustinji 
against  his  face  the  small  end  of  a  loaded  pistol  and 
afterwards  discharging  at  him  the  same  pistol,  thereby 
inflicting  on  the  said  Michael  two  dangerous  wounds, 
which  it  is  feared  will  prove  mortal.  And  Whereas 
the  honor  and  reputation  of  the  Government,  the  peace 
and  security  of  its  citizens  and  the  obligations  of  jus- 
tice and  humanity  require,  that  the  perpetrator  of  an 
offence  at  once  so  attrocious  and  unnatural,  should  be 
speedily  and  severely  punished;  I  have  thought  it 
proper  to  issue  this  Proclamation,  hereby  offering  a 
reward  of  two  hundred  dollars  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons who  shall  apprehend  (within  the  limits  of  this 
Commonwealth)  and  secure  the  said  Jacob  Brenneman, 
in  order  to  his  being  brought  to  trial,  to  be  paid  on  the 
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delivery  of  him  the  said  Jacob  into  the  custody  of  the 
Sheriff  of  Lancaster  county.  And  all  Judges,  Justices, 
Sheriffs,  Coroners,  Constables  and  other  officers  with- 
in this  Commonwealth,  according  to  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices,  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to 
be  attentive  and  vigilant  in  enquiring  after  and  bring- 
ing the  said  Jacob  Brenneman  to  justice. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Lancaster,  this  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  and 
of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirtieth. 

By  the  Governor. 

T.  M.  T^hompson,  Sec. 

Jacob  Brenneman  is  about  40  years  of  age  * 

high,  well  made  and  walks  erect,  of  a  dark  complexion 

* when  agitated  has  an  impediment  in 

his  speech  * of  a  cooper,  but  has  gen- 
erally followed  post  and  * ,  he  is  a  good 

workman.  When  speaking  to  any  person  he  has  a 
peculiar  motion  with  the  right  shoulder,  drawing  it  up- 
wards, at  the  same  time  fixing  or  adjusting  his  clothes 
with  his  left  hand.  When  looked  at  steadily  he  turns 
his  eyes  to  the  ground  opening  and  shutting  them  with 
a  quick  motion — he  chews  tobacco  and  spits  constantly 
— he  is  apt  to  change  his  name,  calling  himself  Bren- 
ner. 


Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly — 1806. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

THE  FAVOR  OF  DIVINE  PROVIDENCE  CON- 
tinues  to  manifest  itself  towards  our  country; 
producing  an  unprecedented  state  of  public  and 
private  prosperity.       The  rapid  extension  of  settle- 
ments throughout  Pennsylvania ;  the  constant  improve 


♦Original   mutilated   at   points  left  blank. 
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ment  in  her  city,  towns  and  villages;  the  facility  with 
which  labour  acquires  independence;  and  the  security 
which  every  good  man  enjoys  for  his  person,  his  re- 
ligion and  his  property;  may  also  be  justly  regarded  a^s 
proofs  of  the  innate  virtue  of  the  people,  and  of  the 
practical  excellence  of  a  republican  government.  To 
this  general  view  of  the  situation  of  the  Common- 
wealth, the  experience  of  the  present  year  adds  pecu- 
liar topics  for  congratulation  and  gratitude.  At  no 
former  period  has  the  blessing  of  health  been  more 
generally  diffused;  no  former  season  has  furnished  a 
greater  abundance  of  the  various  fruits  of  the  earth; 
and  the  reviving  harmony  of  social  life  seems  to  give 
to  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  an  influence, 
and  a  hope,  the  most  auspicious,  and  the  most  precious. 

The  enlightened  and  patriotic  conduct  of  the  Federal 
administration  affords  an  ample  assurance  that  the 
peace,  the  honor,  nad  the  independence  of  the  Union, 
will  be  guarded  alike  against  foreign  outrage,  and 
domestic  tumult.  But,  gentlemen,  the  Legslative 
trust  of  the  individual  States  is  an  essential,  as  well  as 
a  constitutional  auxiliary  to  the  authority  of  the  Fed- 
eral government :  For  it  is  your  immediate  province  to 
improve  every  local  advantage,  and  to  supply  every 
local  want;  to  elevate  the  morals  and  to  reform  the 
manners  of  the  community;  to  establish  the  dominion 
of  the  laws  over  the  passions,  or  the  vices  of  individ- 
uals, to  mature  the  deeds  of  national  opulence  by  the 
cultivation  of  useful  arts  and  sciences  and  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  national  strength  in  a  brave  and  dis- 
ciplined militia.  A  trust  so  important  wall,  I  am 
confident,  awaken  all  your  vigilance  and  engage  all 
your  wisdom:  And  I  renew,  with  deferrence  but  with 
sincerity,  the  offer  of  a  cordial  co-operation  in  every 
measure  calculated  to  advance  the  political  or  the 
social  happiness  of  our  constituents. 

The  records  of  the  General  Assembly  will  bring  to 
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your  view  most  of  the  objects,  that  have  hitherto  been 
deemed  material  to  complete  the  system  of  our  laws, 
upon  the  principles  of  the  constitution.  In  the  judi- 
cial department,  I  pray  you  particularly  to  consider  the 
incompetency  of  the  number  of  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court  to  the  j)erformance  of  the  duties  annually 
required  in  the  forty-two  counties  of  the  State.  The 
abolition  of  the  high  court  of  errors  and  appeals  ren- 
ders indeed  an  augmentation  of  the  number  indispen- 
sable, in  order  to  secure  a  satisfactory  revisionary 
power;  without  which  (contrary  to  the  soundest 
maxims  of  jurisprudence)  the  errors  of  a  first  judgment 
pronounced  by  a  single  tribunal  will  exist  without 
remedy  or  controul.  Every  attempt  to  insure  an  im- 
partial trial  by  jury  in  civil  as  well  as  in  criminal  cases, 
merits  approbation;  but  permit  me  to  suggest,  that 
the  chance  of  the  wheel  (which  operates  advantageous- 
ly in  that  respect)  must  frequently  produce  a  pannel  of 
jurors,  whose  previous  education  and  pursuits  may 
not  have  qualified  them  to  investigate  and  decide  the 
complicated  questions  that  arise,  especially  in  a  great 
commercial  city.  If  therefore,  with  the  means  for 
insuring  impartiality  you  can  combine  the  means  to 
insure  a  comi>etency  of  knowledge  as  well  as  of  in- 
tegrity, for  the  various  duties  to  be  performed,  your 
system  will  be  at  once  efficient  and  meritorious. 

In  connection  with  the  administration  of  justice  you 
will  naturally  be  led  to  examine  the  state  and  opera- 
tion of  our  criminal  code ;  and  although  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  radical  defect  either  in  the  theory  or  the  prac- 
tice, it  is  time  perhaps  to  enquire  and  to  ascertain 
whether  punishments  have  been  duly  apportioned  to 
crimes;  and  whether  even  the  necessity  to  punish  may 
not  be  relieved  in  a  salutary  degree  by  employing  ad- 
ditional instruments  of  precaution  and  prevention. 
iVn  increase  of  petty  offences  in  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia  may  be  ascribed  to  the  increase  of  a 
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particular  description  of  the  population;  comprising 
not  only  the  idle  and  the  dissolute  of  our  own  State, 
but  the  fugitive  and  the  depraved  from  other  States. 
The  inconvenience  and  the  danger  require  an  early 
and  a  certain  corrective,  but  in  its  application  care  will 
be  taken,  I  am  persuaded,  to  maintain  the  public  police 
without  violating  the  rights  of  humanity. 

May  1  not  here  be  allowed,  without  incurring  the 
imputation  of  a  personal  motive,  to  remind  the  legis- 
lative guardians  of  the  reputation  as  well  as  of  the 
lives  and  fortunes  of  our  fellow  citizens,  that  libelling 
(gross  and  malignant  libelling)  has  become  the  cry- 
ing h^in  of  the  nation  and  the  times.  It  is  not  he 
licentiousness  of  a  single  press;  nor  the  machinations 
of  a  pa!  1  icular  party,  to  which,  in  the  faithful  execution 
of  my  oiL'ce,  the  Legislative  attention  is  thus  directed: 
The  crime  is  to  me  the  same,  whoever  may  be  the  ci  ini- 
inal  and  whoever  may  be  the  victim.  But  it  is  the  gen- 
eral prostitution  of  the  liberty  of  the  press;  the  over- 
whelming torrent  of  political  dissention;  the  indis- 
criminate demolition  of  public  characters;  and  the  bar- 
barous inroads  upon  the  peace  and  happiness  of  private 
individuals;  which  constitute  in  my  mind  a  subject 
of  the  highest  concern  to  yourselves  and  to  your  pos- 
terity. The  fatal  consequences  of  this  public  malady 
begin  already  to  appear.  The  press  has  lost  its  uses, 
as  an  instructor,  and  a  censor.  Citizens  of  the  same 
community  are  pledged  to  mutual  hatred  and  perse- 
cution. All  respect  for  the  magistracy  and  the  laws 
is  falling  into  derision.  Good  and  wise  men  will  soon 
abandon  the  field  of  public  service,  and,  with  a  fatality 
not  uncommon  in  the  history  of  nations  the  avowed 
friends  of  a  free  representative  government  are  arm- 
ing its  real  enemies  with  weapons  for  its  destruction. 

The  evil,  gentlemen,  is  obvious  and  afflicting;  but 
where  shall  we  seek  the  antidote  and  the  cure?  The 
most  zealous  advocates  of  a  free  press  have  always 
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thought,  that  to  preserve  its  liberty  its  licentiousness 
must  be  restrained.  The  law  provides  perhaps  suffi- 
ciently for  the  punishment  of  a  convicted  libeller;  but 
the  inadequacy  of  that  species  of  reparation  to  the 
feelings  and  fame  of  the  injured  individual;  and  even 
the  opportunities  to  escape  conviction;  are  points  on 
which  the  law  is  still  susceptible  of  great  and  consti- 
tutional amendment.  I  would  therefore  venture  to 
suggest  that  every  printer  who  assails  the  character 
of  a  citizen  should  be  compelled,  if  required,  to  publish 
the  defence;  that  every  printer  and  editor  of  a  news- 
paper, or  other  periodical  work  should  register  his 
name  in  some  public  office  of  the  proper  county,  to  be 
evidence  of  the  fact  of  publication  upon  trials  at  law; 
and  that  whenever  a  grand  jury  shall  present  a  press 
as  a  public  nuisance,  the  printer  and  the  editor  should 
be  bound  in  a  recognizance,  with  sureT;ies  for  their 
future  good  behaviour  and  the  court  authorized  to 
suppress  it  for  a  limited  time.  But  after  all  it  cannot 
be  denied,  that  the  only  effectual  remedy  must  be  sup- 
plied, by  the  good  sense  and  virtue  of  the  community; 
since  the  crime  of  libelling  like  the  crime  of  duelling 
will  forever  depend  for  its  indulgence  and  its  impunity, 
upon  public  taste  and  public  opinion.  Your  prede- 
cessors, indeed,  lately  enacted  a  law  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual prevention  and  punishment  of  du^ls:  But  re- 
fiecting  that  duels  are  among  the  natural  and  usual 
effects  of  libels,  you  gentlemen  will,  I  am  confident, 
be  solicitous  to  discredit  and  suppress  the  cause  of 
such  complicated  mischief  by  the  infiuence  of  your  ex- 
ample and  advice,  as  well  as  by  the  exercise  of  your 
Legislative  authority. 

In  contemplating  those  objects  of  public  improve- 
ment, which  require  the  aid  and  sanction  of  the  gov- 
ernment, the  general  condition  of  our  roads,  especially 
on  the  Laurel-hill  and  on  the  north-west  side  of  the 
river  Ohio,  our  waters  and  canals  will  merit  particular 
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favor  and  attention.  A  patriotic  and  laudable  spirit 
of  enterprize  has  led  in  this  direction  to  the  disburse- 
ment of  a  great  mass  of  private  wealth;  but  it  is 
reasonable  as  well  as  politic,  that  a  competent  contri- 
bution should  be  made  bj'  the  ample  resources  of  the 
Commonwealth,  to  avert  from  several  important  un- 
dertakings the  danger  of  failure  and  disappointment. 
The  projected  canals  between  the  bays  of  Delaware 
and  Chesapeake  and  at  the  rapids  of  the  river  Ohio 
claim  pre  eminently  the  pecuniary  succour  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Kentucky,  Maryland  and  Delaware;  and 
they  are  indeed  national  objects,  which  would  well 
deserve  the  patronage  of  the  Union. 

The  number,  discipline,  and  equipment  of  the  militia 
are  such  as  do  honor  to  the  freemen  who  compose  it, 
and  to  the  government  by  which  it  is  organized  and  di- 
rected. An  addition  of  twenty  thousand  stand  of 
muskets  and  twenty-five  brass  field  pieces,  has  been 
recently  made  to  the  arms  and  ordnance  of  the  State; 
but  a  further  appropriation  will  be  necessary,  to  fur- 
nish cartouch-boxes  and  other  accoutrements.  Per- 
mit me  also  to  remind  you  that  the  accumulation  of 
arms,  ordnance  and  military  stores  renders  it  expe- 
dient to  provide  more  effectually  for  their  security  and 
preservation. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  official  reports  of  the  Comptroller  and  Register 
will  exhibit  a  comprehensive  view  of  our  finances;  in 
the  result  of  which  you  will  perceive,  that  the  ordinary 
revenue  of  the  State  is  sufficient  to  defray  the  ordinary 
expences.  But  it  has  been  a  favorite  object  in  my 
communications  to  your  predecessors,  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  raise  by  a  moderate  tax,  a  specific  fund  for 
the  expences  of  government;  leaving  the  annual  in- 
come of  our  stock,  for  the  advancement  of  works  of 
public  utility  and  the  endowment  of  seminaries  of 
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education.  A  renewal  of  the  suggestion,  will  not  be 
disagreeable  to  a  general  assembly,  in  whose  attach- 
ment to  the  principles  of  republicanism,  in  whose  ex- 
ertions for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  I  repose  an  im- 
plicit confidence,  and  at  a  time  when  the  general  pros- 
perity seems  to  invite  it. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 

of  Representatives: 

We  meet  for  the  performance  of  an  arduous  and  im- 
portant duty.  The  purity  of  your  motives  and  the  rec- 
titude of  your  conduct  will,  I  am  persuaded,  justify  the 
confidence  that  is  reposed  in  you.  As  to  myself,  I 
have  ever  felt  the  best  dispositions  of  heart  and  of 
head  to  repay  the  obligations  which  I  owe  to  my 
country,  for  its  kindness  during  a  long  and  active  life. 
It  cannot  however  be  presumed,  that  I  have  not  erred 
in  judgment  on  former  occasions;  nor  do  the  infirmi- 
ties of  age  diminish  the  probability  of  future  errors. 
Let  me  therefore  bespeak  a  candid  interpretation  of 
my  words  and  my  actions;  and,  if  a  difference  of 
opinion  should  arise  between  us  upon  public  affairs, 
let  both  lament  it  as  a  misfortune;  but  let  neither 
impute  it  as  a  crime. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  December  4,  1806. 
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Proclamation   Announcing  the   Election   of  Doctor 
John  Porter  as  Representative  in  Congress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Tho.  M'Kean. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.         By     THOMAS 
M'KEAN,  Governor  or  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided,  in  and  by  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  Election  of  Representatives  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,"  that  the  Governor  having  received  the  returns 
of  the  election  from  the  Sheriff  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia  and  the  respective  Sheriffs  of  the  sev- 
eral counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  declare  by 
Proclamation,  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  to 
him  returned  as  duly  elected  in  each  respective  dis- 
trict. And  Whereas,  it  appears,  from  the  return  of 
an  Election  held  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Novem- 
ber last  (in  pursuance  of  a  Writ  isued  by  me  for  that 
purpose,  according  to  the  directions  of  an  Act  of  As- 
sembly in  such  case  made  and  provided,  passed  the 
eighteenth  day  of  February,  1805)  in  and  for  the  dis- 
trict of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  county 
of  Delaware,  that  Doctor  John  Porter  has  been  duly 
elected  to  serve  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Michael  Leib,  esquire. 

Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation, 
hereby  publishing  and  declaring,  that  the  said  Doctor 
John  Porter  is  duly  elected  and  chosen,  as  a  Repre- 
sentative of  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  serve 
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in  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  for  and  during  the  remainder  of  the 
term  for  which  the  said  Michael  Leib,  esquire,  was 
elected  to  serve. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Lancaster,  the  eighth  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six, 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-first. 

By  the  Governor. 

T.  M.  Thompson,  Sec. 


Proclamation  Annoimcing  the  Election  of  Represen- 
tatives of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United  States  Con- 
gress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Tho.  M'Kean. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.         By     THOMAS 
M'KEAN,  Governor  or  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided  in  and  by  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  entitled 
''An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Representatives 
of  the  People  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of  April, 
A.  D.  1802;  that  the  Governor  having  received  the 
returns  of  the  Election  from  the  Sheriff  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Philadelphia  and  the  respective  Sheriffs 
of  the  several  Counties  of  this  Commonw^ealth  shall 
declare,  by  Proclamation,  the  name  of  the  Person  or 
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Persons  returned  as  duly  elected  in  each  respective 
district: 

And  Whereas,  it  appears  from  the  Returns  of  the 
General  Election  held  on  Tuesday  the  fourteenth  day 
of  October  last,  in  and  for  the  several  districts  herein- 
after specified,  that  the  following  named  Persons  were 
duly  elected  to  serve  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of 
two  years  from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next,  vizt: 

In  the  District,  composed  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia and  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware,  Doc- 
tor John  Porter,  Jacob  Richards  and  Joseph  Clay: 

In  the  District,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Bucks, 
Montgomery,  Northampton,  Wayne,  and  Luzerne,  Rob- 
ert P»rown,  William  Milnor,  and  John  Pugh. 

In  the  District,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Chester, 
Berks  and  Lancaster,  John  Heister,  Matthias  Richards 
and  Robert  Jenkins. 

In  the  District,  composed  of  the  Counties  of 
Dauphin,  Cumberland,  Mifflin  and  Huntingdon,  Rob- 
ert Whitehill  and  David  Bard. 

In  the  district,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  North- 
umberland, Lycoming  and  Centre,  Daniel  Montgomery, 
elunior. 

In  the  District,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  York 
and  Adams,  James  Kelley. 

In  the  District,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Frank- 
lin and  Bedford,  John  Rea. 

In  the  District,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  West- 
moreland, xVrmstrong,  Indiana,  Jefferson,  Somerset 
and  Cambria,  William  Findley. 

In  the  District,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Fay- 
ette and  Greene,  John  Smilie. 

In  the  District,  composed  of  the  County  of  Washing- 
ton, William  Hoge. 

In  the  District,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Alle- 
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gbeny,  Beaver,  Butler,  Mercer,  Crawford,  Erie,  Ve- 
nango and  Warren,  Samuel  Smith. 

Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation, 
hereby  publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Doctor 
John  Porter,  Jacob  Richards,  Joseph  Clay,  Robert 
Brown,  William  Milnor,  eTohn  Pugh,  John  Heister, 
Matthias  Richards,  Robert  Jenkins,  Robert  Whitehill, 
David  Bard,  Daniel  Montgomery,  junior,  James  Kelly, 
John  Rea,  William  Findley,  John  Smilie,  William 
Hoge  and  Samuel  Smith,  are  duly  elected  and  chosen 
as  Representatives  of  the  People  of  this  State,  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  the  term  of  two 
years,  to  commence  from  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the* 
State,  at  Lancaster,  the  Twelfth  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-first. 

By  the  Governor. 

T.  M.  Thompson,  Sec. 


Proclamation   of   Reward   for  the   x\pprehension   of 
one  James  Jamison  an  Escaped  Murderer. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Tho.  M'Kean. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.         By     THOMAS 
^rKEAN,  Governor  or  the  said  Com- 
monw^ealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I  have  received  authentic  Information 
that  James  Jamison,  w^ho  was  lately  confined  in  the 
Jail   of  the  County  of  Dauphin,   under  sentence   of 
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Death,  for  the  Murder  of  a  certain  Jacob  Eshelman, 
and  upon  whom  I  have  ordered  the  said  Sentence  to  be 
executed  on  the  twenty-ninth  instant,  has  made  his 
escape  from  the  said  Jail,  and  is  now  at  large,  lurking 
about,  to  the  great  Terror  of  the  good  People  of  the 
said  County,  and  of  this  Commonwealth. 

And  Whereas,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
the  Perpetrator  of  a  crime  so  heinous,  should  be 
speedily  brought  to  condign  and  exemplary  punish- 
ment. 

Now  therefore,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  issue  this 
Proclamation,  hereby  otfering  a  Reward  of  four  hun 
dred  dollars  to  any  person,  or  persons,  who  shall  appre- 
hend, secure,  and  safely  deliver  the  said  James  Jami- 
son into  the  custody  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Jail  of  the 
said  County  of  Dauphin,  or  of  the  Keeper  of  any  other 
County  within  this  Commonwealth,  in  order  that  the 
Sentence  aforesaid  may  be  executed  upon  him  for  the 
said  crime.  And  1  do  hereby  require  and  enjoin  all 
and  singular.  Judges,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Magis- 
trates, Sheriffs,  and  Constables,  and  other  Officers 
within  this  State,  to  make  diligent  enquiry  after,  and 
to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  apprehend  and  secure 
the  said  James  Jamison,  so  that  he  may  be  dealt  with 
as  aforesaid.  And  further,  I  do  hereby  warn  and  en- 
join all  persons  whomsoever,  to  forbear  frOm  harbor- 
ing, abetting,  or  comforting  the  said  James  Jamison, 
at  their  peril. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State, 
at  Lancaster,  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-first. 
By  the  Governor. 

T.  M.  Thompson,  Sec'y. 

Said  Jamison  is  about  30  years  of  age,  about  5  feet 
5  or  6  inches  high,  sandy  complexion,  long  sandy  hair, 
which  he  generally  wears  put  up  with  a  comb.     He  had 
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on  when  he  broke  jail  a  brownish  coloured  Coat,  dark 
coloured  Jacket  and  Pantaloons,  light  blue  woolen 
Stockings,  calfskin  Shoes,  tied  with  silk  strings,  and 
a  fur  Hat;  but  as  he  has  other  clothing  with  him,  it 
is  probable  he  will  change  his  Dress.  At  the  time  he 
made  his  escape,  he  Jiad  an  Iron  Collar  round  his  neck, 
which  he  can  easily  conceal  with  his  Handkerchief. 
By  trade  a  Taylor,  talks  both  the  English  and  German 
Languages  correctly.  It  is  said,  that  on  one  of  his 
feet  part  of  three  toes  are  missing,  and  on  the  other, 
part  of  two,  which  he  lost  by  getting  his  feet  froze. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  a  United  States  turn- 
pike. 

Gentlemen: 

AT  THE  BEQUEST  OF  HIS  EXCELLENCY 
Thomas  Jefferson,  esquire.  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  I  submit  to  your  con- 
sideration his  letter  of  the  twenty-fourth  instant,  and 
its  inclosures,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  the 
Legislature  of  this  State,  an  act  to  authorize  the  laying 
out  and  making  a  public  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  will  run 
about  eighty-one  miles  through  Pennsylvania. 

The  route  of  the  intended  road  has  been  partially  re- 
ported to  his  Excellency  by  commissioners  appointed 
by  him,  with  an  expectation  that  the  same  may  be  be- 
gun to  be  carried  into  execution  early  in  the  ensuing 
spring. 

A  copy  of  the  President's  letter  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  will  be  pre- 
sented by  the  Secretary  to  each  House. 

As  the  road  has  been  considered  as  a  national  benefit, 
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the  subject  will  merit  your  candid  and  speedy  atten- 
tion. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  December  29,  1806. 

Documents. 

"Washington,  December  24,  1806. 
"Sir: 

"The  national  Legislature  by  an  act  of  their  last  ses- 
sion for  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumber- 
land, in  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  authorized  the 
President  to  appoint  commissioners  for  laying  it  out,  in 
such  direction  as  they  should  judge  proper  and  he 
should  approve;  and  the  President,  after  obtaining  the 
consent  of  the  States  through  which  it  should  be  laid 
out,  was  authorized  to  take  prompt  and  effectual  meas- 
ures to  have  it  made.  The  commissioners  have  so  far 
proceeded  as  after  diligent  and  exact  examination  of 
the  ground,  to  fix  on  certain  points  through  the  whole 
distance  by  which  it  shall  pass.  The  intermediate  trac- 
ings between  these  points  cannot  be  executed  until  the 
spring,  when  the  work  of  making  the  road  may  be  be- 
gun, should  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  be  in  the 
mean  time  obtained.  Apprehensive,  that  that  of  your 
State  may  then  be  out  of  session,  I  have  asked  and  re- 
ceived from  the  commissioners  a  partial  report,  fixing 
only  the  general  points.  This  I  take  the  liberty  of  in- 
closing to  you,  with  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and 
ask  the  favor  of  you  to  lay  the  same  before  the  Legis- 
lature of  your  State,  with  my  request  on  behalf  of  the 
nation,  that  they  will  give  the  consent  of  their  State  for 
the  establishment  of  the  road  along  such  of  these  point 
as  are  within  the  same;  and  along  such  intermediate 
tracings  as  the  commissioners  shall  mark  out  with  the 
consent  of  the  President.  Should  they  deem  it  ex- 
pedient, so  far  to  anticipate  the  proceedings  in  this 
business,  it  will  prevent  the  loss  of  a  year  in  its  exe- 
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cution.    I  pray  you  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  high 
consideration. 

Th.  Jefferson. 

"The  commissioners  appointed  under  a  law  of  the 
United  States,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  laying 
out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State 
of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,"  not  being  prepared 
at  this  time  to  make  such  report  as  the  law  requires, 
and  fearing  that  a  delay  might  be  attended  with  in- 
jurious consequences,  have  thought  best  to  submit  the 
enclosed  statement  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  his  information  on  that  subject,  and  are 
respectfully, 

"Joseph  Kerr, 
"Thomas  'Moore. 
"City  of  Washington,  Dec.  24,  1806. 
"Thomas  Jefferson,  P.  U.  S. 

"The  following  is  the  statement  of  the  distances  be- 
tween the  several  points  which  are  to  be  embraced  in 
the  road  from  Cumberland,  on  the  Potomac,  to  the  river 
Ohio,near  the  point  of  Wheeling  island: 
"Beginning  at  a  stone  marked  No.  1,  on  the  point  above 
the  junction  of  Wills  creek  with  the  north  branch 
of  Potomac,  and  in  the  town  of  Cumberland;  thence 
through  the  gap  of  Gwynn's  mountain,  and  passing 
Evan  Gwynn's  to  the  mouth  of  Winter's  run,  a  branch 
of  Braddock's  run,  by  the  meanders  of  the  road,  and 
surface  measure 

Miles.    Perches 

6       240 
"From  thence  to  Jesse  Tomlinson's  on  a  di- 
rect line;  same  measure, 12        76 

"From  thence  to  the  Pennsylvania  line,  near 
the  summit  of  the  Negro  mountain,  and 
about  a  mile  north  of  the  present  road; 
same  measure, 5      185 

38— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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"From  thence  to  the  Youghagany  river  near 

the  mouth  of  Rodger's  run, 14      270 

"From  thence  to  Brownsville, 32      162 

"From  thence  to  Bridgeport,  crossing  the 
Monongahela  river  below    Josiah    Craw- 
ford's ferry,  and  thence  to  the  Ohio  river, 
near  the  lower  point  of  Wheelen  island,  . .     45      215 
"Making  in  all  one  hundred  and  seventeen  miles  and 
one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  perches;  of  which  about 
twenty-four  miles  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
perches,  is  through  the  State  of  Maryland;  eighty-one 
miles,  through  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and  twelve 
miles  through  the  State  of  Virginia. 

"Joseph  Kerr, 
"Thomas   Moore. 
"City  of  Washington,  24th  Dec,  1806. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  resolutions  from  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky  concerning  illegal  exact- 
tions  at  Natchez  and  New  Orleans,  and  other  re- 
solutions approbatory  of  the  Federal  Government. 

Gentlemen: 

IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  REQUEST  OF  HIS 
Excellency  the  Governor  of  Kentucky,  I  submit  to 
the  respective  Houses,  copies  of  a  Resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  respecting  illegal  exactions 
practised  at  the  ports  of  Natchez  and  New  Orleans; 
other  Resolutions  by  the  same  Legislature  expressive 
of  the  sentiments  of  their  constituents  towards  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stales,  have  also  been  re- 
ceived for  information,  copies  of  which  will  likewise 
be  herewith  laid  before  you. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  January  28,  1807. 
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DOCUMENTS. 

"Frankf  ord,  (K.)  December  22,  1807. 
^'Sir: 

^^In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Legislature 
of  this  State,  I  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  several  resolu- 
tions agreed  to  in  the  present  session,  expressive  of  the 
sentiments  of  this  State,  towards  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
"Sir, 

"Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Christopher  Greenup. 
"His  Excellency 
"The  Governor  of  the  State 
"of  Pennsylvania. 

"In  General  Assembly, 

"December  4,  1806. 

"Whereas  it  is  considered  of  importance,  that  citizens 
living  under  the  same  government,  should  be  correctly 
informed  of  the  views  and  intentions  of  every  portion 
of  the  community;  and  as  the  sentiments  of  the  people 
of  Kentucky  may  be  misunderstood  by  those  who,  from 
their  remote  situation,  have  not  an  opportunity  of  judg- 
ing of  the  disposition  which  the  citizens  of  this  State, 
entertain  tow^ards  the  general  government;  and  as  an 
expression  of  the  public  will  through  their  representa- 
tives, is  deemed  the  most  effectual  mode  to  prevent  any 
misapprehension  of  our  sentiments,  which  might  be  oc- 
casioned by  the  conduct  of  individuals,  or  might  grow 
out  of  misrepresentation. 

"Resolved  therefore  by  the  General  Assembly,  That 
the  people  of  Kentucky  feel  the  strongest  attachment 
to  the  federal  government,  and  consider  a  dismember- 
ment of  the  Union  as  the  greatest  evil  which  could  be- 
fal  them  and  would  view  with  abhorrence  any  indivi- 
dual or  set  of  individuals,  who  would  attempt  to  sepa- 
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rate  us  from  those  whose  interests  are  so  intimately 
connected  with  our  own,  and  for  whom  the  people  of 
Kentucky  entertain  an  unchangeable  attachment  aris- 
ing from  a  lively  recollection  of  their  united  efPords  for 
liberty. 

^'Resolved,  That  the  people  of  Kentucky  have  entire 
confidence  in  the  present  administration  of  the  general 
government,  and  have  no  doubt  that  such  measures  will 
be  pursued  as  are  best  calculated  to  secure  us  peace 
and  tranquility,  and  at  the  same  time  preserve  our  na- 
tional Honor  from  insult. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Executives 
of  the  different  States,  and  to  our  present  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress. 


"Frankfort,  (K.)  January  3,  1807. 
"Sir: 

^1  have  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  Legislature, 
to  enclose  your  Excellency  a  Resolution  respecting 
some  illegal  exactions  practised  at  the  ports  of  Natchez 
and  New-Orleans,  with  a  request  that  the  same  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Legislature  over  which  you  preside. 
"I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
"Sir, 

"Your  very  humble  servant, 

"Christopher  Green*.' p. 
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"Kentucky,  ss: 

"In  General  Assembly, 

"December  26,  1800. 

"Whereas  it  is  represented  to  the  present  General 
Assembly,  that  the  corporations  of  Natchez  and  New 
Orleans  assume  to  themselves,  and  do  actually  claim 
the  right  to  tax  flat-bottomed  boats  and  other  water 
drafts,  conveying  the  produce  of  the  western  country 
to  foreign  markets,  and  necessarily  compelled  to  land 
at  or  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  river,  contrary  to 
the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
Union,  and  thereby  check  and  damp  the  spirit  of  en- 
terprize  in  our  western  traders  and  exporters,  and  that 
the  congressional  collectors  at  one  of  those  ports,  are 
not  uniform  in  their  charges,  but  impose  upon  the  ig- 
norant and  unwary,  whose  distance  from  their  friends 
renders  it  impossible  for  them  to  seek  redress. 

"Resolved  therefore,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress 
be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives  be  requested, 
to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  procure  a  redress  of 
such  evils,  so  contrary  to  justice  and  repugnant  to  re- 
publicanism. 

"Resolved  also.  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress,  and  to  the  Executors  of  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  New-York  and  Virginia,  with  a  request 
that  they  will  lay  it  before  their  respective  legisla- 
tures." '  '  i 


598  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Maryland  concerning  the  im- 
portation of  Slaves,  and  a  resolution  from  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  New  Jersey  concerning  a  purposed 
amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Gentlemen: 

1  SUBMIT  TO  THE  RESPECTIVE  HOUSES, 
copies  of  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland,  relative  to  the  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  transmitted  to  me 
by  his  Excellency  Governor  Wright;  and  also,  of  a  reso- 
lution of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, on  the  subject  of  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  judi- 
ciary power,  communicated  by  his  Excellency  Governor 
Bloomfield. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  February  12,  1807. 

Documents  With  the  Message. 

"Council  Chamber, 
"Annapolis,  January  22,  1807. 
"Sir: 

"In  obedience  to  the  request  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland,  I  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a 
resolution,  instructing  their  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress,  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable,  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United 
States,  from  the  coasts  of  Africa,  the  West-Indies, 
or  elsewhere:  Hoping  that  the  Legislature  of  you 
State,  will  follow^  their  humane  example. 
"I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
"With  great  respect, 

"Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Wright. 
"His  Excellency, 
"Governor  M'Kean. 
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*'^By  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland. 

^'Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives 
requested,  to  take  all  legal  and  necessary  measures,  to 
use  their  utmost  exertions,  as  soon  as  the  same  may  be 
practicable,  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
the  United  States,  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  the  West- 
Indies,  or  elsewhere. 

'^Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  re- 
quested to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolution 
to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress;  also 
to  the  Executives  of  all  the  different  States  in  the 
Union,  with  a  request  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before 
their  respective  Legislatures  for  their  concurrence. 

"State  of  New  Jersey, 

Trenton,  January  27, 1807. 
"Sir: 

"I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  the  Executive 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  determination  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  State,  on  the  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  is 
the  subject  of  the  annexed  proceedings. 
"I  am,  very  respectfully, 
"Your  Excellency's, 

"Most  obedient  servant, 

"Joseph  Bloomfield. 
"His  Excellency. 
"The  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

"In  General  Assembly, 

"November  6,  1806. 
"Mr.  Van  Duyn  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred,  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislatures  of  Penn- 
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sylvania,  Kentucky  and  Georgia,  proposing  such 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
as  would  prevent  the  extension  of  the  judiciary  power 
"to  controversies  between  citizens  of  different  States, 
to  controversies  between  citizens  of  the  same  State, 
claiming  lands  under  grants  from  different  States,  and 
to  controversies  between  citizens  of  a  State,  and  citizens 
of  a  foreign  State,"  having  seriously  considered  the 
objects  of  those  resolutions,  reported: 

"That  the  Constitution  having  provided,  that  citizens 
of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States,  that  to  se- 
cure this  inestimable  provision  from  evasion,  it  ap- 
pears necessary  that  its  construction  be  committed  to 
tribunals  the  least  likely  to  be  biassed  by  local  interest, 
or  the  least  influenced  by  local  attachments. 

"In  all  controversies  wherein  citizens  or  subjects  of 
foreign  nations  may  be  concerned,  and  in  which  a  denial 
or  perversion  of  justice  may  by  the  laws  of  nations  be 
deemed  a  just  cause  of  war,  it  follows  as  a  natural  con- 
sequence that  the  decision  can  only  be  confided  with 
safety  to  those  tribunals  which  are  responsible  to  the 
people  by  impeachment,  by  their  representatives  in 
Congress,  for  any  such  denial  or  perversion  by  which 
the  peace  of  the  United  States  may  be  endangered. 

"It  is  reasonable  to  believe,  that  the  uniformity  of  de- 
cisions in  the  federal  courts,  will  be  far  more  likely  to 
preserve  tranquility  in  our  foreign  relations  than  the 
contrary  and  jarring  opinions  of  State  judiciaries  how- 
ever respectable:  From  such  uniformity  the  citizens 
of  the  several  States,  may  confidently  expect  the  most 
perfect  security  to  their  property;  an  advantage  which 
will  amply  compensate  for  the  inconveniences  which 
may  be  sustained  by  any  particular  State. 

"From  these  considerations,  and  the  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  frequent  changes  of  the  Constitution, 
which  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  can  only  be  jus- 
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tified  by  the  most  evident  and  urgent  necessity,  they 
deem  it  inexpedient  to  assent  to  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, and  submit  the  following  resolution. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  write 
to  the  Executives  of  each  State  in  the  Union,  and  in- 
form them  of  the  determination  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  State,  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed 
amendment. 

"Which  report  was  read  and  agreed  to,  by  the 
House." 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  a  resolution  for  the  publica- 
tion of  laws  of  a  general  nature  in  newspapers. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  CONSIDERED  THE  RESOLUTION,  RELA- 
tive  to  the  publication  of  laws  of  a  general  nature, 
in  newspapers,  and  as  it  does  not  meet  my  appro- 
bation, have  directed  it  to  be  returned  to  the  Senate,  in 
which  it  originated,  under  the  following  objections. 

1.  Because  it  unites  the  Legislative  and  Executive 
functions  in  the  same  persons.  This  it  is  conceived 
contravenes  both  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. That  instrument  was  predicated  upon  the  prin- 
ciple, that  the  separation  of  the  great  powers  of  govern- 
ment, legislative,  executive  and  judicial  was  essential 
to  freedom;  and  in  its  texture  we  find  the  most  sedulous 
attention  manifested  to  effect  that  object.  This  vital 
principle  of  republican  government,  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  endeavour  to  preserve  inviolate,  though  it  obliges 
me  to  forego  the  gratification  I  always  experience,  in 
harmonizing  in  sentiment  with  the  other  branches  of 
the  Legislature, 
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2.  Because  it  is  believed  to  be  inexpedient,  modifica- 
tions of  known  powers,  so  as  to  divert  them  from  the 
ordinary  courses  in  which  they  are  exercised,  into  ex- 
traordinary ones,  ought  to  propose  advantages  to  be 
gained  which  would  warrant  the  change.  It  is  not 
perceived  that  the  proposed  Kesolution  contemplates 
defining  powers  supposed  too  indefinite,  (in  which  if 
thought  advisable  I  would  cheerfully  concur)  but  sub- 
stituting the  opinion  of  a  committee  upon  the  same 
subject,  instead  of  that  of  the  known  public  organ. 
By  this  unity  of  action  would  be  hazarded  and  divi- 
sions might  take  place,  that  would  prevent  the  early 
promulgation  of  the  Laws. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  February  16,  1807. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  "An  act  to  prevent  the  re- 
corder of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  from  practicing 
as  an  attorney  or  counsellor  in  any  court  of  justice 
in  this  Commonwealth  or  elsewhere." 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  CONSIDERED  THE  BILL,  ENTITLED 
"An  act  to  prevent  the  recorder  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, from  practising  as  an  attorney  or  coun- 
sellor, in  any  court  of  justice  in  this  Commonwealth  or 
elsewhere,"  but  as  I  cannot  approve  it,  I  have  returned 
it  with  the  following  objections  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  which  it  originated. 

1.  The  bill  appears  to  be  founded  upon  an  erroneous 
opinion  of  the  nature,  and  duties  of  the  ofiice  of  re- 
corder. From  the  origin  of  the  Office,  to  the  present 
day,  the  recorder  has  been  regarded  as  the  counsellor 
of  the  corporation,  by  which  he  is  appointed  its  organ 
in  pronouncing  judicial  sentences,  and  its  advocate  in 
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maintaining  the  corporate  rights  and  interests.  It  is 
therefore  essential  to  the  nature  and  duties  of  office, 
that  the  recorder  should  be  entitled  to  appear  on  be- 
half of  the  corporation,  in  every  court  of  justice;  and 
experience  has  established  the  policy  and  convenience 
of  selecting  a  recorder  from  lawyers  most  eminent  in 
practice,  as  well  as  in  legal  knowledge. 

2.  The  bill  will  deprive  the  corporation  of  the  pe- 
culiar services,  for  which  it  compensates  the  recorder 
out  of  the  city  funds,  and  makes  no  provision  to  pay  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  State  for  the  services,  which  he 
renders  in  the  general  administration  of  justice.  For 
as  the  organ  of  the  mayor's  court  (a  court  of  criminal 
jurisdiction)  the  recorder  is  as  much  in  the  service  of 
the  State,  as  the  president  of  a  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions, and  when  he  ceases  to  be  counsellor  and  advocate 
of  the  corporation  of  Philadelphia,  his  official  compen- 
sation should  no  more  be  charged,  exclusively  upon  the 
city,  than  the  official  compensation  of  the  president 
of  the  quarter  sessions  of  Philadelphia  county,  should 
be  exclusively  charged  on  that  county. 

3.  The  compensation  allowed  by  the  corporation  to 
its  recorder,  is  evidently  predicated  upon  his  continu- 
ance, in  the  exercise  of  his  profession,  but  by  the  opera- 
tion of  this  bill,  he  will  be  deprived  of  that  resource,  and 
no  adequate  means  are  substituted  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  family  in  an  expensive  city. 

4.  The  bill  will  operate  an  expost  facto,  and  oppres- 
sively in  relation  to  the  present  recorder,  who  accepted 
the  office,  upon  the  tenure  of  good  behaviour,  without 
contemplating  a  relinquishment  of  his  profession;  and 
who  will  be  compelled  suddenly  during  the  actual  ses- 
sion of  the  courts,  either  to  resign  the  office,  or  to  aban- 
don his  duty  to  his  clients. 

5.  The  bill  might  be  perverted  into  a  precedent  fatal 
to  the  executive  power  of  appointment,  and  to  the  em- 
ployment of  the  fittest  men  for  the  service  of  the  Com- 
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mon-wealth.  For  it  is  of  little  importance,  whether  a 
law  declares  directly,  that  the  Governor  shall  cease  to 
appoint  to  office,  or  so  modifies  the  duties  of  the  office, 
or  fetters  the  conduct  of  the  officer,  that  as  often  as  he 
appoints  the  officer  shall  be  compelled  to  resign.  And 
with  equal  regard  to  the  public  welfare,  and  my  own 
reputation  permit  me  to  add,  that  I  am  confident  it  will 
be  impracticable  on  the  terms  of  this  bill,  to  prevail  on 
a  competent  character,  to  hold  or  to  accept  the  commis- 
sion of  recorder. 

6.  For  more  than  one  hundred  years  this  practice  has 
been  permitted  and  approved  by  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  found  beneficial. 

7.  The  passage  of  this  bill  would  be  legislating  upon 
the  public  interests  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  an 
important  particular,  without  any  request  from  its 
councils  or  people  for  that  purpose,  and  without  any 
known  public  inconvenience  to  warrant  it. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  March  25,  1807. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  the  ''Resolution  denying 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  Courts,  touch- 
ing suits  brought,  or  that  may  be  brought  under 
the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  the  third  of  April,  1792, 
directing  the  sale  of  vacant  lands,  lying  north  and 
west  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Allegheny  and  Cone- 
wango  creek." 

Gentlemen: 

THE  RESOLUTION   DENYING  THE  JURISi'lC- 
■tion    of    the    United    States    courts,    touching 
suits  brought,  or  that  may  be  brought  und(^r  the 
act     of     Assembly,     passed     the     third     of      A])ril, 
one   thousand   seven   hundred  and  ninetv-two,  direct- 
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ing  the  sale  of  vacant  lands,  lying  north  and  west 
of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Allegheny,  and  Conewango 
creek,"  has  been  presented  for  my  consideration.  I 
have  deliberately  considered  it,  with  every  possible  de- 
ference to  the  Legislative  opinion;  and  not  without 
some  sentiment  of  good  will  towards  the  petitioners,  on 
whose  prayer  the  resolution  is  founded.  But  I  con- 
ceive, that  the  approbation  of  the  resolution  would  in- 
n^olve  the  affirmance  of  such  principles,  and  might  con- 
tribute to  the  production  of  such  consequences,  that  I 
am  induced  to  return  it  with  the  following  objections: 

1.  That  the  theory  of  our  State  government  divides 
the  attributes  of  legislative,  executive  and  judicial  au- 
thority into  distinct  departments;  and  if  in  the  prac- 
tical operations  of  the  governments,  those  attributes 
should  be  united  in  any  one  of  the  departments,  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  will  no  longer  be  safe. 

2.  That  the  attributes  of  national  authority,  being 
vested  in  the  federal  government,  are  upon  the  theory 
of  that  government,  also  devolved  upon  the  distinct 
departments,  legislative,  executive  and  judicial,  and  if 
in  the  practical  operations  of  the  federal  government, 
any  individual  State,  or  a  department  of  the  govern- 
ment, should  supercede,  or  controul  the  powers  of  the 
federal  government,  or  any  of  its  departments,  the 
Union  can  no  longer  exist  but  as  a  name. 

3.  That  the  subject  of  the  present  resolution  is  in  its 
nature  judicial,  and  cannot  be  affected  by  legislative 
exposition. 

4.  That  the  subject  of  the  present  resolution  is  cog- 
nizable in  the  federal  courts,  whether  we  consider  the 
merits  of  the  controversy,  or  the  question  of  jurisdic- 
tion; and  that  no  State  authority,  legislative,  execu- 
tive or  judicial,  can  consistently  with  the  express  terms 
of  the  second  section  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  federal 
Constitution  annul,  supersede  or  impair  a  judgment, 
rendered  in  a  suit  depending  in  a  federal  court. 

5.  That  the  highest  tribunal  of  the  nation,  (the  su- 
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preme  court  of  the  United  States)  having  adjudged 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  matter,  contained  in 
the  recital  of  the  present  resolution,  that  the  merits  of 
the  controversy,  as  well  as  the  interests,  involved  in 
the  suits  under  the  act  of  the  third  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  so  far  as  they  have 
hitherto  been  litigated  in  federal  courts,  are  of  federal 
jurisdiction,  a  just  sense  of  law  and  order,  would  seem 
to  prescribe  an  acquiescence  in  that  judgment,  without, 
impairing  the  general  right  of  opinion;  without  affect- 
ing the  right  of  the  State,  to  dispose  of  her  lands,  and 
without  interfering,  with  the  enforcement  of  her  con- 
tracts through  the  medium  of  her  own  courts. 

6.  That  the  declaration  of  a  legislative  opinion,  on 
the  part  of  the  State,  extending  to  all  causes  under 
the  act  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-two, in  direct  opposition,  to  a  judicial  decision  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  is  in  itself  so  extraordinary 
either  as  an  instrument  of  advice  or  intimidation;  and 
in  its  consequences  must  either  be  so  abortive,  or  so 
injurious,  that  I  deem  it  a  duty,  not  only  to  my  own 
reputation,  but  to  my  country's  peace  and  happiness 
to  afford  the  opportunity  of  these  objections  for  solemn 
re-consideration. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  March  31,  1807. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  "An  act  to  extend  the  right 
of  peremptory  challenge  to  cases  not  hitherto 
provided  for." 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE,    CONSIDERED    THE    BILL,  ENTITLED 
^*An  act  to  extend  the  right  of  peremptory  chal- 
lenge to  cases  not  hitherto  provided  for,"  and,  as 
I  do  not  approve  it,  have  directed  it  to  be  returned  to 
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the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  with  the  following 
objections : 

1.  Because,  a  distinction  was  early  taken  between 
capital  and  other  offenders :  With  respect  to  the  former, 
the  community  were  principally  interested,  *in  the  lat- 
ter the  injured  individual.  On  a  conviction  for  a 
capital  crime  the  prisoner  forfeited  life  and  estate;  the 
humanity  of  the  laws  therefore  indulged  the  accused 
iii  challenging  twenty  of  his  jurors  peremptorily,  but, 
in  case  of  misdemeanors,  it  has  been  the  wisdom  of 
ages  to  be  impartial  between  the  accuser  and  the  ac- 
cused. 

2.  Because,  this  bill  makes  a  great  innovation  in 
the  administration  of  justice,  and  therefore,  as  an  ex- 
periment, ought  to  have  been  limited  in  its  duration, 
but  it  is  perpetual. 

3.  Because,  it  would  necessarily  tend  to  multiply 
jurymen,  to  their  private  injury,  and  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  public  oeconomy,  to  the  increase  of  the  public 
expence,  and  to  the  great  delay  of  the  administration 
of  justice. 

4.  Because,  it  would  have  an  ex  post  facto  effect  and 
would  operate  on  indictments  now  depending  in  the 
courts.  The  privilege,  in  the  case  of  misdemeanors, 
to  be  just,  ought  to  be  reciprocal.  It  does  not  accord 
with  my  ideas  of  justice,  that  the  assassin  of  public 
character,  or  private  reputation,  should  have  rights 
conferred  on  him,  which  are  withheld  from  the  injured 
and  innocent  victim,  of  his  malice  and  revenge.  Such 
a  law  would  seem  to  me  to  be  at  war  with  that  salutary 
and  virtuous  provision  by  which  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania has  wisely  placed  the  good  name  and  fame  of  all 
her  citizens,  under  the  safeguard  of  the  Constitution. 
I  deprecate  the  idea  of  mingling  party  passions  or  pre- 
judices with  the  administration  of  justice. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  April  4, 1807. 
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Proclamation  Announcing  the  Reduction  of  Certain 
Penalties  for  the  Infringement  of  the  Act  concern- 
ing the  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  Turnpike. 

Pennsjlvania,  ss: 
[Signed.]     Tho.  M'Kean. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsjlvania. 
THOMAS    M'KEAN,    Governor   of 
the   said    Commonwealth,  To  all    to 
whom    these    presents    shall    come. 
Sends  Greeting. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  during  the  last  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  Commonwealth  an  Act  was  passed  in 
the  following  words,  to  wit:  "An  Act  to  render  per- 
petual a  certain  Act  respecting  the  Philadelphia  and 
Lancaster  Turnpike  road." 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
in  General  Assembly  met  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by 
the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Act,  entitled  "A 
further  supplement  to  the  Act,  entitled  'An  Act  for 
making  an  Artificial  Road  from  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia to  the  borough  of  Lancaster  for  the  more  effectual 
preventing  evasions  of  the  salutary  regulations  intend- 
ed in  and  by  the  Act  for  making  an  Artificial  Road  from 
the  City  of  Philadelphia  to  the  Borough  of  Lancaster,' 
passed  on  the  fourth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  be 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  except  so  much  thereof  as  limits 
its  continuance  to  the  term  of  two  years,  rendered  per- 
petual. 

Section  H.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  that  instead  of  the  power  and  authority  given 
and  allowed  to  the  President,  Managers  and  Company 
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of  the  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  Turnpike  Koad  in 
and  by  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  Act,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  enable  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth  to 
incorporate  a  company  for  making  an  artificial  road 
from  the  City  of  Philadelphia  to  the  Borough  of  Lan- 
caster," to  sefze  and  take  by  any  of  their  officers  and  ser- 
vants one  of  the  horses  attached  to  any  Waggon  or 
other  carriage,  which  shall  be  drawn  along  the  said 
road,  contrary  to  the  provisions  and  intentions  of  the 
said  section,  any  person  or  persons  offending  against 
the  said  section  or  transgressing  against  the  provisions 
and  restrictions  therein  imposed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
to  the  President,  Managers  and  Company  aforesaid, 
for  every  offence,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  to  be  recovered 
as  other  penalties  are  directed  to  be  recovered  in  the 
said  recited  Act,  or  by  distress  and  sale  according  to 
law,  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  forthwith  to  pay  the 
said  penalty,  and  the  power  and  authority  to  take  and 
seize  a  Horse,  as  is  provided  and  directed  in  and  by  the 
said  thirteenth  section,  is  hereby  annulled  and  made 
void:  Provided  nevertheless  that  no  part  of  this  Act 
shall  have  any  force  or  effect,  until  the  said' President, 
Managers  and  company  shall  in  writing  under  their 
Corporate  seal,  to  be  deposited  in  the  Office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  this  Commonwealth,  declare  their  consent 
and  agreement  hereto;  and  as  soon  as  the  said  Company 
shall  so  consent  and  agree,  the  Governor  shall  declare 
this  Act  to  have  full  operation  and  effect. 

Simon  Snyder, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives. 

P.  C.  Lane, 
Speaker  of  tJie  Senate. 

Approved  the  Seventh  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Thomas  M'Kean. 

And  Whereas  the  President,  Managers  and  Company 
of  the  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  Turnpike  Road,  have 
39— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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fully  complied  with  the  proviso  contained  in  the  second 
section  of  the  aforesaid  Act  of  the  General  Assembly 

Now  therefore  know  ye,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  di- 
rections to  me  given  by  the  said  Act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, I  the  said  Thomas  McKean,  Governor  of  the 
said  Commonwealth,  do  by  these  presents  declare  and 
make  known  that  from  and  after  the  date  hereof,  the 
said  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  and  every  part  there- 
of is  to  have  full  operation  and  effect. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Lancaster  this  tenth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  and  of  the 
Commonwealth  the  thirty-second. 
By  the  Governor, 

T.  M.  Thompson,  Sec'y. 


Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of  the 
Murderer  of  James  Hamilton. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
tSigned]  Tho.  M'Kean. 

IN    THE    NAME    AND    BY    THE 
authority  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania.      By  THOMAS 
M'KEAN,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I^ave  been  informed  by  the  deposition  of 
a  respectable  citizen,  taken  before  one  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  for  the  county  of  Allegheny:  That,  on 
Wednesday,  about  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
twenty-third  day  of  September,  now  last  past,  William 
B.  Irish,  Deputy  Marshall  in  the  district  of  Pennsylva- 


Thomas  M'Kean.  6il 

nia,  accompanied  by  George  Holdship,  Esquire,  Em- 
mon  Williams  and  James  Hamilton,  proceeding  to  the 
house  and  Plantation  occupied  by  a  certain  William 
Faulk,  in  Beaver  county,  in  the  State  aforesaid  to 
execute  a  writ  of  Habere  facias  possessionem,  issued 
by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  the  case  of  Robert  Baune  against  the  said  William 
Faulk,  were  fired  upon  by  persons  concealed  in  a 
thicket  of  bush  on  the  roadside,  while  entering  a  lane 
leading  to  the  house  of  the  said  William  Faulk — that 
three  or  four  guns  were  discharged,  and  directly  after 
the  aforesaid  James  Hamilton  called  out  "Sheriff,  I 
am  gone,-'  and  instantly  fell  from  his  horse  and  in  a 
minute  or  two  expired;  When  the  said  Deputy  Mar- 
shal, with  his  two  surviving  companions,  rode  off  with 
all  speed  to  Greensbargh.  I  have  also  been  informed, 
that  the  afs.  William  Faulk,  had  repeatedly  threatened 
to  kill  any  person  that  should  come  to  dispossess  him. 

Now  Be  it  known,  that  I  do  hereby  require  and  en- 
join all  Judges,  Justices,  Magistrates  and  other  Officers 
within  this  State,  to  be  active  in  discovering,  pur- 
sueing  and  arresting  or  causing  to  be  arrested  the 
persons  who  have  been  guilty  of  the  aforesaid  atro- 
cious murder;  And  I  do  hereby  offer  a  rew^ard  of  Five 
hundred  dollars  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
apprehend,  secure  and  bring  to  conviction  the  person 
who  murdered  the  aforesaid  James  Hamilton,  and  Two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  every  of  the  Accessaries 
before  and  after  U^e  fact;  And  also  a  free  and  full 
pardon  to  the  person,  who  shall  first  communicate  the 
name  of  the  person  who  committed  the  same  cruel  and 
horrid  crime,  so  that  he  be  brought  to  trial.  I  do  fur- 
ther earnestly  request  all  persons  whomsoever,  to  be 
aiding  and  assisting  in  pursuing  and  bringing  to  Jus- 
tice the  afs.  cruel  and  wicked  Assassins. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Lancaster,  the  third  day  of  October  in  the 
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year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seven,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty  second. 
By  the  Governor. 

James  Trimble,  Deputy  Sec'y. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  the  resolution  ''That  from 
and  after  the  next  term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  counsellor,  attorney,  or 
any  other  person,  to  read,  w^ithin  any  court  of  this 
Commonwealth,  any  precedent  or  case  of  law  de- 
cided in  any  court,  except  such  as  have  taken,  or 
may  take  place,  in  some  court  of  the  United  States." 

Gentlemen : 

AT  THE  LAST  SESSION  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE, 
the  following  resolution  was  passed:  "That, 
from  and  after  the  next  term  of  the  supremo 
court,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  counsellor,  attor- 
ney, or  other  person,  to  read,  within  any  court  of  this 
Commonwealth,  any  precedent,  or  case  of  law  decided 
in  any  court,  except  such  as  have  taken,  or  may  take 
place,  in  some  court  of  the  United  States.". 

This  important  resolution  was  presented,  by  a  com- 
mittee, for  my  approbation,  at  a  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion; while  I  was  under  the  pressure  of  other  public 
business,  and  severely  afflicted  with  a  personal  malady. 
It  was,  therefore,  impossible  to  beMow,  at  that  time, 
a  proper  attention  upon  the  subject;  so  as  to  acquit 
myself,  equally,  of  the  respect  which  I  owe  to  legis- 
lative propositions;  and  of  the  fidelity,  with  which  I 
have  always  been  anxious  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
executive  office. 

A  difference  of  opinion,  both  in  public  and  in  pri- 
vate life,  is  natural  to  mankind;  and  an  honest  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  ought  never  to  produce  passion,  pre- 
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judice,  or  reproach.  Whenever  it  has  been  my  mis- 
fortune to  differ  from  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  Pennsylvania,  I  have  not 
ventured  to  arraign  the  purity  of  their  motives;  al- 
though I  may,  sometimes,  have  been  tempted,  on  ac- 
count of  that  difference,  to  question  the  correctness  of 
my  own  judgment.  Upon  every  occasion,  however, 
and  particularly  upon  the  present,  I  have  hoped  for  a 
reciprocity  of  indulgence  and  candor.  And  when  1 
exercise  a  constitutional  right  to  declare,  that  I  cannot 
approve  the  resolution,  be  assured,  gentlemen,  that  1 
seek  not  to  pronounce  a  sentence  of  condemnation 
upon  others;  but  merely  to  assign  reasons  in  vindica- 
tion of  myself.  To  you,  to  our  constituents,  and  to 
posterity,  the  reasons  of  dissent  are,  therefore,  sub- 
mitted; not  in  a  vain  spirit  of  contradiction  and  con- 
troversy; but,  as  the  dictates  of  conscience,  after  a 
long  life  devoted  to  the  science  of  government  and 
law.  Considering  the  resolution,  in  its  form,  and  in  its 
operation,  it  appears  to  my  mind,  to  be  liable  to  many 
powerful  objections. 

1.  Because  the  prohibition  excludes  the  judge,  and 
the  jury,  as  well  as  the  counsellor,  and  the  attorney, 
from  resorting,  in  court,  to  the  accustomed  sources  of 
legal  information. 

Every  decision  of  a  court  of  justice,  ought  to  be  made 
according  to  the  law  of  the  land;  whether  it  is  pro- 
nounced upon  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  or  by  the 
verdict  of  a  jury.  In  criminal,  as  well  as  in  civil  cases, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  judges  to  state  to  the  jury,  what 
is  the  law  of  the  land,  upon  the  points  in  issue.  In 
civil  cases,  the  jury  often  assume  the  responsibility  of 
deciding;  and,  in  criminal  cases,  it  i^  always  their  pro- 
vince, both  the  law  and  the  fact.  The  ablest  judge, 
however,  (from  the  fallibility  of  human  understanding, 
or  the  imperfections  of  memory)  may  misconceive  a 
point  of  law,  suddenly  suggested  on  the  trial  of  a 
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cause:  And  the  most  iDtelligent  jury  will  not,  in  any 
case,  pretend,  intuitively,  to  perceive  and  to  pronounce 
what  is  the  law  of  the  land. 

But,  instead  of  multiplying  the  means  (as  it  would 
seem  reasonable  to  do)  for  assisting  the  memory  of 
a  judge,  or  informing  the  conscience  of  a  jury,  upon 
occasions  the  most  interesting  to  the  fame,  the  for- 
tune, or  the  life  of  a  citizen ;  the  resolution  forbids  any 
advocate,  or  other  person,  to  read,  within  our  courts, 
a  precedent,  however  venerable,  or  an  adjudication, 
however  apposite,  unless  it  has  taken  place  in  some 
court  within  the  United  States.  It  is  true,  that  our 
advocates  are  not  expressly  forbidden  to  narrate  the 
precedents  and  adjudications  of  foreign  authors  and 
tribunals;  though  they  are  forbidden  to  read  them. 
But,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  conflict  of  duties  and 
opinions,  the  diversity  of  dispositions  and  talents, 
which  every  important  cause  is  calculated  to  display, 
at  the  bar;  the  substitution  of  a  recital,  for  the  perusal 
of  a  legal  authority,  will  be  found  to  furnish  a  much 
less  advantageous  medium  of  information  to  the  judge, 
and  to  the  jury,  while  it  must  obviously,  be- productive 
of  more  partiality,  uncertainty,  and  delay,  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice. 

2.  Because  the  excejjtion,  from  the  general  prohi- 
bition, by  which  precedents  and  adjudications,  that 
have  taken  place,  in  any  court  within  the  United 
States,  are  permitted  to  be  read  in  the  courts  of  Penn- 
sylvania, is  arbitrary  and  illusive. 

If  the  precedents  and  decisions  of  the  courts  of  the 
individual  States,  and  the  United  States,  were  founded 
upon  the  same  code  of  laws;  if  they  embraced  all  the 
cases,  that  would,  arise  under  that  code;  and  if  they 
were  regularly  noted  and  reported ;  we  might,  perhaps, 
safely  be  content  with  the  resources  of  domestic  wis- 
dom, and  proudly  shut  our  ejes  against  the  light  of 
foreign  science.     If  however,  ro  such  uniformity  exists 
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in  the  systems  of  American  jurisprudence;  no  such 
scope  of  judicial  investigation;  and  no  such  publicity 
of  decision;  an  arbitrary  determination  to  reject  all 
practical  benefit,  from  the  learning  and  experience  of 
other  nations,  would  probably,  be  deemed,  by  the  civi- 
lized world,  more  remarkable  for  its  prejudice,  than  for 
its  policy. 

It  is  then  an  obvious  truth,  that  the  members  of 
the  Union  differ  from  each  other,  in  the  theory  and 
details  of  their  judicial  institutions;  and  the  limited 
jurisdiction  of  the  federal  courts,  operating  princi- 
pally, and  only  occasionally,  upon  national  subjects, 
can  furnish  little,  by  way  of  authority,  or  of  informa- 
tion, to  the  municipal  tribunals  of  the  individual 
states.  The  laws  of  property,  inheritance,  and  dower; 
of  process  and  practice,  in  civil  suits;  and  of  crimes 
and  punishments;  are  essentially  dissimilar:  And 
thus  the  permission  to  read,  in  our  courts,  the  prece-  " 
dents  and  adjudications  of  other  courts,  within  the 
United  States,  is,  in  effect,  the  grant  of  a  barren  right, 
which  there  is  no  temptation  to  enjoy,  and,  rarely,  an 
opportunity  to  exercise. 

But  why,  it  may  be  fairly  asked,  confine  our  means 
of  improvement,  our  sources  of  information,  in  matters 
of  jurisprudence,  to  the  local  boundaries  of  the  United 
States;  while  the  professors  of  every  other  science, 
and  the  masters  of  every  art,  may  gather  the  fruits  of 
human  genius  and  knowledge,  throughout  the  world, 
to  enrich  their  studies,  and  to  invigorate  their  judg- 
ments? The  physician,  in  the  crisis  of  his  patient's 
fate,  may  resort  to  foreign  aid,  in  order  to  overcome 
what  is  difficult,  or  to  explain  what  is  doubtful.  The 
minister  of  the  gospel  can  select  from  every  school,  o^ 
every  country,  a  commentary  upon  his  holy  text.  And 
the  astronomer,  navigator,  merchant,  farmer,  and 
mechanic,  are  equally  uncontrolled,  in  the  use  of  all 
that  they  can  obtain,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  to 
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enlighten  their  minds,  to  augment  their  skill,  and  to 
facilitate  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

Shall  then  the  knowledge,  necessary  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  be  permitted  to  enter  our  tribunals 
only  in  one  direction,  and  at  a  single  avenue?  And,  if 
there  are  not  any  American  precedents  or  adjudica- 
tions to  read  (say  even  on  the  trial  of  a  capital  -cause) 
shall  the  advocate  be  without  an  argument  for  his 
client;  the  judge  without  a  guide  for  his  opinion;  and 
the  jury,  without  instruction  for  their  verdict;  be- 
cause, by  legislative  decree,  no  other  precedents  or 
adjudications  (however  direct  and  cogent)  can  be  read 
in  the  courts  of  Pennsylvania! 

I  pray  you,  gentlemen,  to  estimate,  with  your  usual 
good  sense,  and  candor,  the  consequences  of  such  an 
interdiction;  and,  I  think,  you  will  perceive,  not  only 
the  general  mischief  of  the  prohibition,  but  the  parti- 
cular illusion  of  the  exception  to  its  operation.  For, 
after  all,  it  is  proposed  to  accept  a  copy,  though  we  re- 
fuse the  original;  and  to  read,  for  authority,  or  illus- 
tration, the  precedents  and  adjudications  of  American 
courts,  founded,  as  is  commonly  the  case,  upon  those 
very  books,  which  we  are  forbidden  to  read,  to  under- 
stand, and  to  apply  for  ourselves. 

3.  Because  the  resolution  would,  in  many  cases,  de- 
prive us  of  the  best,  and  in  many  cases,  of  the  only, 
evidence  of  the  law  of  the  land. 

The  law  of  Pennsylvania  consists  of  various  bran- 
ches. By  our  federal  compact,  the  constitution,  laws 
and  treaties  of  the  United  States  are  supreme.  The 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  State,  form  the  next 
branch,  in  dignity  and  obligation.  And,  under  the 
%  authority  of  our  constitution  and  laws,  it  is  expressly 
declared,  in  an  act  of  the  year  1777  (passed  with  great 
legislative  wisdom,  amidst  all  the  passions  of  the  revo- 
lutionary conflict)  ^^That  the  common  law,  and  such  of 
the  statute  laws  of  England,  as  were  in  force  in  the 
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Province,  shall  be  in  force  and  binding  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  State;"  subject  only  to  exceptions,  which 
were  proper,  to  render  the  adoption  consistent  with 
the  recent  independence,  and  the  republican  structure, 
of  our  government. 

But,  to  these  principal  branches  of  the  law  of  Penn- 
sj^lvania,  there  are  incidents  inseparably  attached; 
which,  in  the  exercise  of  the  judicial  power,  extend 
over  an  almost  boundless  field  of  jurisprudence.  To 
adjust  some  controversies,  the  law  of  nations  in  peace 
or  in  war,  must  apply  the  rule. 

On  the  business  which  occupies  the  Orphans'  and  the 
Registers'  courts,  we  are  principally,  guided  by  the 
civil  law;  by  that  law,  which  every  nation  in  Europe 
has  borrowed,  in  a  greater  or  in  a  less  degree,  from 
the  institutes  of  the  ancient  Roman  empire;  without  a 
symptom  of  fear,  as  for  an  act  dangerous  to  their  in- 
dependence; or  a  sense  of  shame,  as  for  an  act  dero- 
gatory to  their  wisdom. 

The  law  of  merchants  pervading  the  whole  com- 
mercial world,  is  the  standard  of  decision,  upon  ques- 
tions of  navigation,  trade,  insurance,  and  other  innu- 
merable grounds  of  litigation,  produced  by  the  spirit 
of  mercantile  enterprize.  And  the  construction  and 
operation  of  any  foreign  contract,  that  may  become 
the  foundation  of  a  suit,  in  our  courts,  must  be  confor- 
mable (not  to  the  municipal  law  of  Pennsylvania,  but) 
to  the  law  of  the  country,  in  which  the  contract  was 
made. 

Upon  this  summary  of  the  law  of  Pennsylvania,  let 
it  be  admitted,  that,  for  the  commentary  as  well  as  for 
the  text  of  our  constitution  and  laws,  American  pre- 
cedents and  adjudications  afford  the  best  evidence; 
must  it  not,  on  the  principle  of  that  admission,  be 
equally  clear,  that  the  precedents  and  adjudications 
of  England  are  the  best  evidence  of  that  portion  of 
the  common  and  statute  law  of  England,  which  by 
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words  of  general  reference,  and  not  in  terms  of  specific 
re-enactment,  has  heen  incorporated  into  the  law  of 
Pennsylvania? 

Yes,  it  would  be  absurb  to  say,  that,  when  we  adopt- 
ed a  foreign  law,  the  legitimate  evidence  of  that  law 
was  not  virtually  and  necessarily  adopted.  Hence, 
from  the  epoch  of  the  revolution  to  the  present  time, 
the  precedents  and  adjudications  of  the  English  com- 
mon and  statute  law,  so  far  as  they  were  in  force  in 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  14th  day  of  March,  1776,  have 
been  read,  as  authority,  in  our  courts:  But  English 
precedents  and  adjudications  subsequent  to  that  day, 
although  often  read  by  way  of  information,  or  to  sup- 
port an  argument  from  analogy,  have  never  been  obli- 
gatory upon  our  judges,  any  more  than  the  precedents 
and  adjudications  of  France,  Spain,  or  Holland. 

The  best  evidence  of  the  adopted  law,  lying  thus 
plainly  before  us,  in  the  venerable  work  of  its  sages, 
or  in  the  authoritative  judgments  of  its  ministers;  why 
should  we  be  compelled  to  use  only  the  secondary 
evidences  of  American  precedents  and  adjudications, 
where  any  such  exist?  And,  where  none  such  exist, 
why  should  we  be  debarred  from  the  use  of  the  only 
certain  and  satisfactory  evidence  of  a  law,  which  the 
Legislature  has  declared  to  be  in  force,  and  binding, 
upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  state? 

But  let  us  even  surrender  to  prejudice,  or  to  pride, 
the  advantage  of  consulting  the  English  authorities, 
upon  points  of  law,  which  are  as  much  the  law  of 
Pennsylvania,  as  of  England;  there  remains,  for  serious 
consideration,  the  expediency  of  excluding  from  our 
courts,  every  foreign  precedent  and  adjudication,  upon 
the  law  of  nations,  the  civil  law,  the  law  of  merchants, 
and,  as  to  foreign  contracts,  the  municipal  laws  of 
foreign  countries.  Can  it  be  denied,  in  the  existing 
state  of  a  youthful,  though  a  great,  a  wise,  and  a  vir- 
tuous nation,  that,  independent  of  foreign  precedents 
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and  adjudications,  we  must  be,  in  these  respects,  more 
like  a  ship  upon  the  ocean,  without  a  rudder  or  a  com- 
pass? For,  in  these  respects,  who  are  the  authors, 
which  are  the  courts,  within  the  United  States,  to 
whose  precedents  and  adjudications  we  can,  exclusive- 
ly, appeal  for  instruction  and  authority? 

A  foreign  code  is  here,  in  truth,  the  only  evidence 
of  the  law.  And  the  resolution  that  forbids  an  advo- 
cate, a  judge,  and  jury  to  resort,  in  court,  to  that 
code,  forbids  them,  in  effect,  to  learn  and  to  under- 
stand the  general  rule,  which  is  their  duty  to  apply, 
at  the  very  moment  when  its  application  is  required. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  December  3,  1807. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  "An  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement 
of  public  accounts.'  " 

Gentlemen : 

TOWARDS  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  LAST  SESSION 
of  the  Legislature,  a  bill  was  presented  for  my 
consideration,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
amend  the  act,  entitled,  ^An  act  to  provide  for  the  set- 
tlement of  public  accounts;'"  which  I  have  directed 
to  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  with 
the  following  reasons  of  objection  and  dissent: 

1.  The  office  of  the  Treasurer  is,  in  its  nature  and 
in  its  uses,  merely  ministerial:  But  the  bill  proposes 
to  render  it  an  office  of  pre-eminent  authority  and  juris- 
diction; in  a  way  that  neither  public  policy,  nor  private 
justice,  appears  to  warrant.  For  instance,  the  existing 
laws  give  to  the  Comptroller  and  Register  the  power 
to  settle  the  public  accounts  in  the  first  instance:  If 
they  disagree,  the  Governor's  concurrence  with  one  of 
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them,  is  necessary  to  the  settlement;  and,  from  any 
settlement  of  the  department  of  accounts,  an  appeal 
lies  to  the  supreme  court;  where  the  party  may  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  a  trial  by  jury.  But  the  present  bill 
supersedes  the  authority  of  the  Governor,  and  renders 
the  decision  of  the  Treasurer,  alone,  absolute  and 
conclusive,  upon  every  difference  of  opinion  between 
the  Comptroller  and  Kegister. 

Again.  After  an  account  has  been  settled  by  the 
Comptroller  and  Register,  and  a  warrant  has  actually 
been  drawn  by  the  Governor,  in  discharge  of  the 
amount  found  due  to  the  accountant;  the  present  biJl 
vests  an  arbitrary  power  in  the  Treasurer,  with  or 
without  reason,  to  suspend  the  payment  of  the  debt: 
And,  from  the  exercise  of  his  mere  will  and  pleasure, 
there  can  be  no  appeal,  for  an  injured  citizen,  to  a  court 
of  justice;  no  application  for  redress  to  the  general 
superintending  authority  of  the  executive  magistrate. 

Again.  The  power  to  settle  an  account,  and  the 
power  to  pay,  or  to  suspend  the  payment  of  the  bal- 
ance appearing  due,  when  a  warrant  has  been  issued, 
are  powers  which  it  would  seem  improper  to  unite  in 
the  same  office,  since  they  can  easily  be  converted  into 
instruments  of  oppression;  or  may  imperceptibly,  be- 
come temptations  to  favoritism  and  corruption. 

2.  But  this  investment  of  an  individual  officer  with 
the  power,  not  only  to  suspend  the  paj^ment  of  the  pub- 
lic debts,  but  the  payment  of  the  official  compensations 
of  every  member  of  the  executive  and  judicial  depart- 
ments, is  calculated  to  impair  the  public  confidence  in 
the  operations  of  government,  to  undermine  the  foun- 
dations of  public  credit,  and  to  create,  for  the  Treas- 
urer, an  undue  and  dangerous  influence,  at  the  expence 
of  the  highest  grades  of  public  officers. 

3.  The  constitution  gives  to  the  Legislature,  the 
appointment  of  the  State  Treasurer;  but,  obviously, 
considers  the  Treasurer  merely  as  a  ministerial  officer, 
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exclusively  employed  in  receiving  and  paying  public 
money.  To  confer  upon  the  Treasurer,  powers,  which 
are  not  naturally  incident  to  such  an  office,  is,  in  effect, 
to  create  a  new  office,  and  operates  as  an  encroachment 
upon  the  general  constitutional  authority  of  the  execu- 
tive magistrate,  to  appoint  all  the  officers  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

4.  The  bill  proposes  to  abolish  the  right  of  appeal  to 
the  supreme  court;  and  to  substitute,  for  the  trial  by 
Jury  an  investigation,  in  the  last  resort,  by  a  joint 
committee  of  five  members,  appointed  by  the  two 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly.  In  this  operation, 
we  perceive  a  direct,  unqualified  union  of  legislative 
and  judicial  powers,  inconsistent  with  the  express  pro- 
visions, and  obvious  spirit  of  the  constitution.  We 
perceive,  also,  a  direct,  unqualified  subversion  of  the 
trial  by  jury;  while  the  legislative  tribunal,  contem- 
j)lated  as  a  substitute,  to  decide  upon  matters  in  con- 
troversy between  the  state  and  individuals,  must,  in 
truth,  be  considered  as  acting,  at  once,  in  the  double 
character  of  judge,  and  of  party. 

Similar  trespasses  have,  indeed,  been  heretofore 
made  upon  the  constitution;  but  the  council  of  censors 
solemnly  condemned  them:  and  the  Legislature,  in  va- 
rious acts,  corrected  the  errors  that  had  been  intro 
duced. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  December  3,  1807. 


Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly — 1807. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

Amidst  all  our  solicitudes  for  the  peace  of  the  Union, 
we  cannot  contemplate  the  increasing  prosperity  of 
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rennsylvania,  without  yielding  to  emotions  of  pleas- 
ure, and  of  gratitude.  In  discharging  the  annual  duty 
of  presenting  to  the  Legislature  a  statement  of  our 
public  affairs,  I  have  never,  indeed,  seen  greater  cause 
for  felicitation,  than  at  the  present  crisis;  when  the 
patriotism,  energy,  and  opulence,  of  the  individual 
States,  have  become  peculiarlj^  important  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  national  honor  and  independence.  Our 
cities,  towns,  villages,  and  farms,  bespeak,  in  every 
direction,  the  wealth  and  happiness  of  an  industrious, 
a  moral,  and  an  intelligent  people.  The  institutions 
for  disseminating  useful  knowledge;  for  affording  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  poor,  and  the  afflicted  in  body  or  in 
mind;  and  for  executing  the  laws  to  punish  or  to  re- 
form, offenders;  give  assurance  of  a  benevolent,  and  an 
efficient  policy.  And  under  the  promised  auspices  of 
the  Legislature,  the  zeal  and  spirit  of  private  citizens, 
which  have  already  done  much  for  public  improvement, 
cannot  fail  to  establish,  upon  an  extensive  and  perma- 
nent foundation,  the  means  of  internal  intercourse,  and 
commerce,  by  roads,  rivers,  and  canals. 

The  extraordinary  events,  which  have  induced  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  convene  Congress, 
(events,  which  have  justly  excited  the  indignation  of 
every  American)  led  also  to  an  immediate  requisition 
of  fifteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-five  men,  as 
our  quota  of  a  body  of  one  hundred  thousand  militia,  or 
volunteers,  deemed  necessary  for  the  public  service. 
The  issue  of  the  measures  pursued  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, to  vindicate  our  national  rights  without  an 
appeal  to  arms  has  not  been  ascertained;  but  your  at- 
tention cannot  be  too  soon,  or  too  assiduously  be- 
stowed upon  the  military  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 
I  have,  therefore,  directed  the  Adjutant-general  to  pre- 
pare, for  your  information,  an  ample  rex)ort  of  the  num- 
ber, organization  and  equipment  of  our  militia,  and  a 
particular  report  relative  to  the  detachment  which  has 
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been  ordered  for  service.  From  those  documents  you 
must  perceive,  that  the  number,  as  well  as  the  spirit  of 
our  militia,  will  justify  the  confidence  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  of  the  country;  but  it  must  be  acknowledged 
(so  many  and  so  great  are  the  defects  of  the  law)  that  I 
have  been  principally  indebted  for  the  progress  made 
in  executing  the  President's  requisition,  to  the  sponta- 
neous exertions  of  the  enrolled  militia,  and  the  pa- 
triotic ardor  of  volunteers.  The  system  requires, 
therefore,  a  radical  reform.  Not  only  in  the  formation 
of  corps;  the  periods  and  modes  of  training;  and  the 
establishment  or  arsenals  and  magizines;  but  the  obli- 
gation of  service,  or  the  privilege  of  exemption;  the 
right  to  elect,  or  be  elected  for  any  grade  of  office;  and 
the  power  to  appoint,  or  to  remove  officers  in  the  higher 
and  more  responsible  grades;  are  subjects,  which  ex- 
perience emphatically  suggests  for  revision  and  amend- 
ment. Every  republican  must  anxiously  wish,  indeed, 
to  render  the  militia  both  in  theory  and  practice,  the 
sword  and  the  shield  of  the  nation.  This  great  object, 
however,  can  never  be  accomplished,  unless  the  use  of 
arms  is  taught  to  our  youth,  at  the  public  expense,  as  a 
branch  of  early  education;  unless  an  adequate  portion 
of  the  public  treasure  is  appropriated  to  military  in- 
structions and  supplies;  and  unless  the  public  spirit  of 
individuals  shall  be  supported  by  a  correct  principal 
of  organization,  an  efficient  rule  of  discipline,  which 
legislative  authority  can  alone  sanction  and  prescribe. 
It  will  not  long,  gentlemen,  be  a  duty  on  my  part,  to 
direct  your  attention  to  the  defective  state  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  Pennsylvania;  though  as 
long  as  life  remains  I  shall  reflect  with  pleasure,  upon 
the  repeated  efforts  that  have  been  made  to  obtain 
some  alteration  and  amendment.  I  pray  you,  there- 
fore, with  great  deference  to  your  legislative  character, 
and  with  a  grateful  attachment  to  the  welfare  of  our 
constituents,  to  take  the  subject  once  more  into  con- 
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sideration.  The  defects  are  exhibited  on  your  recorurf ; 
they  are  known  to  every  judge;  they  are  felt  by  every 
suitor;  and  they  can  only  be  remedied  by  you.  It  is 
surely,  then,  enough  for  one  to  say,  at  this  late  period, 
that  justice  is  delayed,  because  there  are  not  a  com- 
petent number  of  judges  to  administer  it;  that  justice 
is  unequally,  and  imperfectly,  administered  in  civil 
cases,  because  juries  are  empannelled  by  chance;  and 
that  an  error  in  the  administration  of  justice  is  irre- 
mediable, upoQ  important  questions,  because  from  an 
original  decision  of  the  supreme  court^  there  is  novv 
no  appeal. 

On  former  occasions  it  has  been  intimated  that  sonu* 
precaution  would  be  necessary  to  check  and  subdue  a 
lawless  spirit  of  intrusion,  wiiich  appeared  along  th<^ 
northern  and  western  borders  of  the  state;  but  recent 
occurrences  will,  more  forcibly,  impress  the  danger  of 
this  evil  upon  your  minds.  A  person,  assisting  the 
deputy-niarshal  of  the  district,  in  the  execution  of  legal 
process  which  issued  from  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  eviction  of  an  intruder,  has  been 
murdered  in  the  county  of  Beaver.  The  fact  being 
proved,  I  did  not  hesitate,  as  well  upon  a  sense  of  fed- 
eral obligation,  as  with  a  view  to  the  general  purposes 
of  justice,  to  proclaim  the  otfer  of  a  reward,  for  dis- 
covering and  arresting  the  offender.  But  as  it  has 
been  represented  that  combinations  are  formed,  in  that 
quarter,  to  oppose  by  violence  the  authority  and  opera- 
tion of  the  law,  under  the  judgements  of  the  federal 
courts;  all  the  principles  of  good  faith  and  sound  policy 
evidently  require  the  co-operation  of  the  state,  with  the 
federal  government,  to  condemn  and  punish,  a  proceed- 
ing, so  unwarrantable,  so  daring,  and  so  destructive. 
Experience  has  taught  us,  too,  that  such  attempts,  to 
be  resisted  effectually,  must  be  resisted  promptly;  and, 
I  am  confident,  that  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
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will  neither  be  wanting  in  the  vigilance,  nor  in  the 
energy,  which  the  occasion  requires. 

The  records  of  the  General  Assembly  will  exhibit 
many  other  subjects,  worthy  of  a  share  in  your  delib- 
erations; and,  1  particularly  recommend  a  general  en- 
couragement of  schools,  and  the  liberal  patronage  of 
public  works;  especially  of  such  as  are  connected  with 
the  internal  trade,  and  a  free  communication  of  the 
citizens,  throughout  the  state.  The  health-office,  under 
the  judicious  management  of  the  present  board,  has 
been  greatly  instrumental  in  preserving  to  our  city, 
and  its  environs,  the  blessing  of  health;  but  the  pres- 
ent freedom  from  a  calamity,  that  has  so  much  afflicted 
us  in  former  years,  ought  not  to  render  us  inattentive 
to  any  improvement  which  may  be  suggested,  either 
for  the  accommodation  of  commerce,  or  for  multiplying 
the  beneficial  precautions  against  foreign  and  domes- 
tic disease.  A  provision  is  wanting  for  the  more 
speedy,  and  more  extensive  publication,  of  the  laws; 
which  cannot  be  obeyed,  and  ought  not  to  be  obliga- 
tory, until  an  opportunity  has  been  given  to  know,  that 
they  exist.  And,  upon  motives  of  public  economy,  as 
well  as  public  convenience,  permit  me  to  renew  the  ex- 
pression of  a  wish,  that  such  general  regulations  may 
be  adopted,  relative  to  election  districts,  to  fisheries, 
water  courses,  and  mill-dams,  and  in  short,  to  all  par- 
tial, or  private  business;  as  shall  be  thought  the  best 
calculated  to  save  much  of  the  legislative  time,  and 
much  of  the  public  money,  which  have  been  devoted, 
during  every  past  session,  to  those,  comparatively,  in- 
ferior objects. 

The  various  duties  devolved  on  the  Executive  Magis- 
trate, by  the  acts  of  the  last  session,  have  been  per- 
formed. It  has  given  me  pleasure  to  subscribe  and 
pay  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  shares  of  the  stock  of 
the  bank  of  Philadelphia,  on  account  of  the  state,  at 
40— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 


626  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

par:  though  the  ordinary  market  price  was  so  ad- 
vanced, that  the  difference  gained  upon  the  negocia- 
tion,  by  the  public,  amounts  to  six  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  dollars. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

The  permanent  revenue  of  the  Commonwealth  will 
be  adequate  (as  I  am  informed  by  the  accounting  offi- 
cers, whose  statements  will  be  laid  before  you)  to  de- 
fray the  permanent  expenses  of  the  government.  But, 
for  an  enlightened  and  opulent  state,  there  are  objects 
of  expenditure  not  less  interesting  than  the  mainte- 
nance of  government  in  its  public  forms  and  official 
routine.  Some  of  these  have  already  been  suggested ; 
but  others  will  naturally  present  themselves  to  your 
consideration.  And,  be  assured,  that,  on  every  point 
of  polic}^,  as  in  relation  to  the  militia;  or  of  improve- 
ments, as  in  relation  to  highways  and  canals,  the  ap- 
probation and  applause  of  our  constituents  await  the 
most  liberal  operations  of  your  patriotism  and  public 
spirit.  It  will  not  be  improper  here  to  remind  you, 
that  the  time  must  soon  arrive,  when  a  successor  to  the 
Executive  Office  is  to  be  chosen:  and,  as  the  Governor's 
compensation  cannot  be  increased,  nor  diminished, 
during  the  period  for  which  he  shall  be  elected,  I  trust 
you  will  deem  it  just  to  augment  the  salary  of  that 
Magistrate,  to  such  an  amount  as  will  be  at  least  an 
equivalent  for  the  depreciation  produced,  since  the 
present  salary  was  assigned,  by  the  influx  of  the  pre- 
cious meals,  the  institution  of  banks,  and  other  ob- 
vious causes. 

Gentlemen  of  the  >Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

The  happiness  of  our  country,  and  the  mild,  but 
efficient  operation  of  our  laws,  are  the  best  proofs 
of  the  advantages  derived  from  the  revolution;    and 
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the  competency  of  a  popular  government  to  ad- 
minister and  maintain  itself.  We  have  felt  trou- 
bles from  within;  and  we  are  menaced  with  trou- 
bles from  without:  but  the  favor  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence seems,  on  every  emergency,  to  rescue  us 
from  every  cause  of  sorrow,  or  of  fear.  Look 
back  for  the  space  of  thirty  years,  and  consider  what 
trials  we  have  passed;  what  triumphs  we  have  achiev- 
ed; and  what  examples  we  have  given!  A  national 
character  thus  acquired,  well  deserves  all  our  care  to 
preserve.  Every  citizen  in  his  station,  whether  there 
shall  be  inevitable  war,  or  honorable  peace,  can  con- 
tribute to  this  effect;  but  with  those  of  public  trust, 
its  preservation  becomes  a  peculiar  duty;  and,  in  the 
execution  of  that  duty,  for  you,  and  for  myself,  I  will 
venture  to  promise  a  zealous  and  faithful  co-operation. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  December  3,  1807. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Vermont  on  a  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Gentlemen : 

AGREEABLY  TO  A  REQUEST  OF  HIS  EXOEL- 
lency  Israel  Smith,  esquire.  Governor  of  the  state 
of  Vermont,  I  submit  to  the  respective  Houses, 
copies  of  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
state,  on  the  subject  of  a  proposed  Amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the 
tenure  of  the  office  of  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States;  together  with  a  copy  of  the  Governor's 
letter. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN, 
Lancaster,  January  7,  1808. 
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"State  of  Vermont. 
"In  General  Assembly,  November  4,  ISbl, 

"Whereas  there  is  no  provision  made  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  for  the  removal  from 
office  of  any  of  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  who  are  rendered  incapable  of  discharging 
their  official  functions,  for  any  other  cause  than  such 
as  ma}^  subject  them  to  be  removed  upon  impeach- 
ment. 

"And  Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Legislature,  that, 
unless  some  alteration  shall  take  place,  cases  may 
occur,  operating  the  suspension  of  public  justice,  and 
the  sacrifice  of  the  public  good;  evils,  which,  in  our 
opinion,  may  be  remedied  in  a  manner  equally  securing 
all  proper  independence  to  the  judge,  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  justice  to  the  citizen. 

"Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  Senators  in  Congress, 
from  this  State,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed; 
and  our  Representatives  in  Congress  are  also  requested 
to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  procure  such  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  will 
empower  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  remove 
from  office  any  of  the  judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  upon  address  to  him  made,  for  that  purpose, 
by  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
two-thirds  of  the  Senate  of  Congress  assembled. 

"Resolved,  also.  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  requested  to  forward  the  foregoing  resolution  to 
each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives,  from  this 
state,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  also,  to  the 
Executive  of  each  state  in  the  Union,  that  the  same 
may  be  laid  before  their  several  Legislatures,  for  their 
co-operation  in  procuring  said  amendment." 
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To  the  General  Assembly  stating  that  the  Governor 
has  not  received  a  certain  report. 

Gentlemen : 

IN  ANSWER  TO  YOUR  WRITTEN  REQUEST  OF 
the  seventh  instant,  presented  to  me  this  morning,. 
I  am  to  inform  you,  That  I  have  received  no  report 
'^respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed under  'An  act  for  offering  compensation  to  the 
Pennsylvania  claimants  of  certain  lands  within  the 
Seventeen  Townships,  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;'  "  which  has  not 
been  heretofore  communicated. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  January  11,  1808." 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  certain  report  and 
concerning  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly. 

Gentlemen : 

YOUR  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  NINETEENTH  IN- 
stant,  was  presented  to  me  this  day;  since  which 
I  have  received  from  the  commissioners  employ- 
ed in  settling  the  business  of  the  Seventeen  Townships 
of  Luzerne  county,  a  report  on  that  subject;  which 
the  Secretary  will  herewith  lay  before  you,  and  which 
I  request  may  be  returned. 

I  have  directed  a  copy  of  your  resolution  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  commissioners  at  Wilkesbarre,  together 
with  a  request,  that  answers  may  be  promptly  returned 
to  the  various  questions  it  proposes. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  January  22,  1808. 
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Paper's  accompanying  the  Message. 
'^Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne  County,  elan.  18,  1808. 
"Sir: 

ENCLOSED  JS  OUR  REPORT,  WHICH  WOULD 
not  have  been  made  before  our  liresent  sitting 
closed,  but  from  an  apprehension,  that  many  of 
the  Legislatures  are  under  impressions  not  the  most 
correct  of  what  we  are  doing.     It  was  our  intention, 
when  we  had  finished  the  business  before  us,  to  have 
detailed  it  in  a  report  more  at  large  than  we  now  are 
able  to  do.     P»ut,  for  the  above  reason,  we  considered  it 
as  a  duty  to  forward  such  an  one  as  we  have  enclosed. 
"W^e  are  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
"And  humble  servants, 

"John  M.  Taylor, 
"Rosewell  Welles, 
"Alexander  Scoli. 
"To  his  Excellency  Thomas  M'Kean,  esquire,  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania: 
"The  undersigned  commissioners,  under  the  act  of 
the  fourth  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine,  entitled,  'An  act  for  oifering  compensation 
to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  of  certain  lands  within 
the  Seventeen  Townships  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  and  the  sev- 
eral supplements  thereto,  beg  leave  to  report; 
That,  in  virtue  of  their  several  commissions  they  re- 
paired to  this  county,  and  commenced  the  duties  of 
office,  which  had  been  assigned  them.  Their  first  ob- 
ject was  to  ascertain,  as  near  as  they  could,  what  the 
quantity  of  land  was  within  the  Fifteen  Townships, 
which  might  possibly  fall  under  their  notice.  In  pur- 
suing this  inquiry  from  the  papers  and  documents,  as 
far  as  they  were  put  into  their  hands,  together  with 
such  other  information  as  they  could  obtain,  it  appear- 
ed that  the  whole  of  the  land  not  certified  to  the  Con- 
necticut claimants  in  the  Fifteen  Townships  by  their 
predecessors,  did  not  exceed  fifty  thousand  acres, 
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"For  some  part  of  this  land,  they  were  informed,  ap- 
plications had  been  made  ont  by  the  settlers  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Land-Office,  with  a  view  of  laying  their 
several  claims  before  the  late  commissioners;  but,  by 
some  means  the  applications  failing  to  reach  the  Land- 
Office  in  due  time,  or  miscarrying  altogether,  copies 
thereof  were  never  returned  so  that  they  could  be  act- 
ed upon. 

"For  another  part  of  it,  applications  were  duly  for- 
warded, but  the  settlers  not  being  able  to  prove  the 
occupancy'  upon  their  respective  rights  or  lots  prior  to 
the  Decree  of  Trenton,  the  former  board  could  wA 
recognize  their  claims. 

"For  another  part  of  this  land,  no  applications  by  the 
settlers  were  ever  made;  but  this  was  owing  to  the 
influence  of  several  persons  in  the  county,  who  were  at 
that  time  hostile  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  as  well 
as  every  other  principle  of  compromise. 

"The  land  out  of  the  aforesaid  quantity,  for  which 
titles  have  been  submitted  to  the  present  board  by  the 
settlers,  is  something  less  than  thirty-five  thousand 
acres.  Whether  to  all  this  titles  will  be  made  out, 
remains  to  be  known.  It  is  hardly  probable  that  titles 
will  be  made  good  for  all  the  land  so  claimed.  Many 
claims  of  the  settlers,  if  good  once,  are  difficult  to  es- 
tablish now.  In  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-eight,  when  the  enemy  attacked  this  part 
of  the  state,  the  public  records  fell  into  their  hands; 
and,  when  regained,  they  were  in  such  a  condition  as 
to  furnish  little  or  no  evidence  of  title  to  many  indi- 
viduals whose  claims  have  been  submitted.  Hence, 
recourse  has  been  had,  from  necessity,  to  oral  testi- 
mony; which  has  very  much  protracted  the  inquiries 
of  the  board  in  the  examination  of  the  claims.  Much 
public  good,  in  the  apprehension  of  the  board,  has  re- 
sulted from  the  doings  of  the  former  commissioners. 
It  is  very^  obvious,  that,  as  the  settlers  in  the  Fifteen 
Townships  have  been  quieted  in  their  claims,  those 
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living-  out,  have  had  less  confidence  in  their  claims 
of  preteiided  title,  and  sought  that  claim  which  has 
been  derived  from  the  state.  Impressed  with  this 
truth,  the  present  board  deemed  it  a  duty  to  give  the 
most  ample  opportunity  to  every  Connecticut  settler 
in  said  townships,  to  make  out  his  title  if  he  could. 
Very  mu(;h  of  the  land  to  which  claims  are  submitted, 
has  been  released  b}'  the  claimants  under  the  state, 
and  who  either  have  or  will  receive  the  money  for  it 
as  valued.  To  let  the  settlers  have  this  land,  if  to  it 
they  could  establish  titles  as  the  law  directs,  as  also 
that  to  which  perhaps  there  existed  no  particular 
claim  under  the  Commonwealth,  v*'as  deemed  to  be  a 
measure  of  ijolicy,  as  well  as  that  of  duty.  In  all  their 
deliberations  the  board  have  endeavored  to  keep 
steadily  in  vievv ,  the  act  and  the  several  supplements 
under  which  they  have  been  appointed.  No  claims  but 
for  lands  within  the  said  Fifteen  Townships,  have  been 
entered  upon  their  books;  nor  any  claims  allowed, 
but  those  which  had  been  acquired  by  settlers  before 
the  Decree  of  Trenton. 

"The  board  are  now  deciding  on  the  claims  of  indi- 
viduals as  received.  A  number  of  the  settlers,  in  vir- 
tue of  their  submission  sent  to  the  Land-Oifice,  have  ap- 
plied to  be  heard;  but  the  board  having  received  no 
copies  of  their  submissions,  could  not,  in  their  appre- 
hension, take  cognizance  of  their  claims,  though  from 
documents  in  possession,  of  a  general  nature,  some  of 
them  seemed  to  be  well  founded.  What  of  business 
therefore  is  before  us,  we  hope  to  be  through  with  in 
two  weeks  from  this  date. 

"All  which  is  humbly  submitted  by 
"Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
"And  very  humble  servants, 

"John   Taylor, 
"Rosewell  Welle-^, 
"Alexander  Scoti. 

"Wilkesbarre,  January  18,  1803." 
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To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Delaware  concerning  a  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Gentlemen: 

AGREEABLY  TO  A  REQUEST  OF  HIS  EXCEL- 
lency  George  Truitt,  esquire,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Delaware,  I  subn^it  to  the  respective 
Houses,  copies  of  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  that  state,  on  the  subject  of  a  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  rela- 
tive to  the  tenure  of  the  office  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  Governor's  letter. 

THOMAS  MCKEAN. 
Lancaster,  February  20,  1808. 

Documents  Accompanying  the  Message. 

^'Dover,  February  15,  1808. 
"Sir: 

"I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  herewith,  a  reso- 
lution of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, disapproving  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
General  xVssembly  of  the  State  of  Vermont  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  so  as  'to  empower  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  remove  from  office 
any  of  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
upon  address  to  him  made  for  that  purpose,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  two-thirds 
of  the  Senate,  in  Congress  assembled;  and,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  said  resolution,  to  request  you  to  oppose 
the  proposed  amendment. 
"I  am,  very  respectfully, 

"Your  obedient  servant, 

"George  Truitt. 

"His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania: 
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"In  the  House  of  Representatives, 

"January  26, 1808. 
"Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  That  the  alteration  proposed  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  by  a  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  St^te  of  Vermont,  on  the  sixth  day  of 
November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  so 
as  'to  empower  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
remove  from  oflice  any  of  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  upon  address  to  him  made  for  that 
purpose,  by  a  majority!  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  in  Congress  assembled; 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  disapproved  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State:  and,  that  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentative in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  from 
this  State,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to  op- 
pose the  said  alteration;  and  the  Governor  of  this 
State  is  hereby  requested  to  transmit  to  each  Senator 
and  the  Representative  in  Congress  from  this  State, 
and  to  the  Executive  of  each  State,  a  copy  of  this  reso- 
lution, that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States,  with  a  request  to  oppose 
the  said  alteration. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
eral x\ssembly  of  Virginia  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Gentlemen : 

AGREEABLY  TO  A  REQUEST  OF  HIS  EXCEL- 
lency  William  H.  Cabell,  esquire.  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  T  submit  to  the  respective 
Houses,  copies  of  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  that  State,  proposing  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
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United  States  shall  be  so  amended,  That  the  Senators 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  may  be  removed 
from  office,  hj  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  the  Members  of  the  respective  State  Legisla- 
tures by  which  the  said  Senators  have  been,  or  may  be 
appointed;  together  with  a  copy  of  the  Governor's  let- 
ter. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  March  4,  1808. 

Documents  Accompanying  the  Message. 

"Kichmond,  February  22,  1808. 
'Sir: 

"I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  herewith,  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia, 
proposing  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  so  amended,  That  the  Senators  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  may  be  removed  from  office, 
by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  the 
Members  of  the  respective  State  Legislatures  by  which 
the  said  Senators  have  been  or  may  be  appointed;'  and 
to  request,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  the  same  be- 
fore the  Legislature  of  the  State  over  which  you  pre- 
side. 

"I  am,  with  great  respect, 
"Sir, 

"Your  most  obedient  servant, 

"William  H.  Cabell." 

"His  Excellency  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania. 

"Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives 
requested,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  following  amend- 
nient  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  wit: 
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"That  the  Senators  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  may  be  removed  from  office,  by  the  vote  of  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  the  Members  of  the 
respective  State  Legislatures,  by  which  the  said  Sena- 
tors have  been  or  may  be  appointed. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  trans- 
mit to  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  State 
in  Congress,  and  to  the  Governors  of  the  other  States,  a 
copy  of  the  resolution  adopted  by  this  present  General 
Assembly,  proposing  an  Amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States." 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  letter  from  C.  Biddle, 
Esq.,  concerning  provision  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
the  public  arms  within  the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen: 

I  HAVE  DIRECTED  COPIES  OF  A  LETTER  TO 
me,  dated  the  second  instant,  from  C.  Biddle,  es- 
quire, to  be  herewith  laid  before  the  respective 
Houses,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  into  their  view,  the 
subject  of  some  provision  for  the  safe  keeping  and  pre- 
servation of  the  public  arms  within  the  Common- 
wealth. From  their  present  situation,  they  are  exposed 
to  great  and  certain  injury,  for  want  of  cleaning  and 
occasional  repairs.  I  therefore  submit  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  propriety  of  placing  them  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  quarter-master,  general,  or  some  other 
officer;  with  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  services, 
and  with  authority  to  have  them  stored  in  suitable 
places  throughout  the  state,  and  cleaned  and  kept  in 
repair  at  the  public  expence. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  March  7, 1808. 


Thomas  M'Kean.  6j7 

Letter  Accompanying  the  Message. 

.      'Thiladelphia,  March  2,  L808. 
'^Sir: 

"A  fire,  which  happened  yesterday,  from  a  neighbor- 
ing chimney,  communicated  to  the  roof  of  the  house, 
where  about  five  hundred  stand  of  the  arms  belonging 
to  the  Commonwealth  were  stored,  and  which  I  had 
some  time  ago  reported  to  your  excellency,  and  to  the 
adjutant  general.  The  roof  was  burnt  through  in  sev- 
eral places,  and  a  great  quantity  of  water  from  the  fire- 
hose and  buckets,  thrown  on  the  roof  and  upper  rooms, 
communicated  with  the  arms,  by  which  a  great  part  of 
them  are  much  wet,  and  should  be  removed  with  out 
delay  and  properly  cleaned,  to  prevent  their  being  spoil- 
ed. As  they  must  be  removed  from  the  place  they  are 
in,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  whether  they  had  not  best 
be  put  in  charge  of  Mr.  Miles,  or  some  other  gun-smith, 
to  have  them  stored,  and  properly  cleaned,  and  taken 
care  of. 

"I  request  your  orders,  and  am, 
^With  great  respect, 

"Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
"And  very  humble  servant, 

"Clement   Biddle. 
"His  Excellency  Thomas  M'Kean,  LL.  D., 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania." 

To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  Report  on  certain 
Land  Claims  in  Luzerne  County. 

Gentlemen: 

IN  COMPLL^NCE  WITH  THE  REQUEST  OF  THE 
Senate,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  January,  I  have 
directed  the  Secretary  to  deliver  to  you,  the  copy 
of  a  report  received  the  fourteenth  instant,  from  Rose- 
well  Welles  and  Alexander  Scott,  esquires,  two  of  the 
commissioners  for  executing  the  Act  of  the  General 
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Assembly,  entitled  "An  act  for  offering  compensation 
to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  of  certain  lands  in  the 
Seventeen  Townships  within  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;  and  the  several 
supplements  thereto. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

Lancaster,  March  16,  1808. 

Keport  Accompanying  the  Message. 
To   Thomas  M'Kean,  esquire,  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania: 

The  following  are  the  answers,  to  the  several  points 
made  by  the  honorable  the  Senate,  in  their  resolution 
passed  the  twenty-first  day  of  January  last  past,  touch- 
ing the  commission  under  the  act  of  the  fourth  of  April, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  the 
several  supplements  thereto,  entitled  "An  act  for  offer- 
ing compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  of  cer- 
tain lands  in  the  Seventeen  Townships  within  the 
county  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned." 

1.  What  quantity  of  land  is  contained  in  the  Fifteen 
Townships  in  Luzerne  county;  and  what  quantity  is 
there  in  each  township? 

Answer.  The  quantity  of  land  contained  in  the  Fif- 
tenn  Townships,  is,  252,222  acres. 

And  the  quantity  in  each  township,  as  follows,  viz.: 

Acres.     Per. 

In  Salem, 13,587  90 

In  Huntingdon,  17,257  9 

In  Newport,  .  . 19,683  17 

In  Plymouth,  15,234  55 

In  Hanover,   15,776  92 

In  Kingston,    17,036  54 

In  Wilkesbarre, 14,519  73 

In  Exeter, 23,541  90 
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In  Pittstown, 15,418  49 

In  Providence,  15,644 

In  North  moreland, 16,414  145 

In  Putnam, 19,371  32 

In  Biaintrim,   14,826  72 

In  Springfield,  16,465  84' 

In  Claverick,   17,446  100 

Total,    252,222  acres,  3  per. 

2.  What  number  of  acres  has  therein  been  certified 
to  the  Connecticut  claimants,  as  eligible  to  be  patented? 

Answer.  The  number  of  acres  therein  certified  to 
the  Connecticut  claimants,  as  eligible  to  be  patented,  's 
one  hundred  and  ninety-one  thousand,  six  hundred  and 
forty-seven  acres. 

3.  What  is  the  amount  of  money  to  which  the  lands 
so  certified  have  been  valued  to  said  claimants,  and 
what  is  the  average  price  per  acre? 

Answer.  The  amount  of  money  to  which  the  land 
so  certified  to  the  Connecticut  claimants  have  been 
valued  at,  is  sixty-two  thousand,  and  thirty-five  dollars; 
and  the  average  price  per  acre,  is  thirty-two  cents,  and 
three-tenths. 

4.  What  is  the  money  awarded  to  the  Pennsylvania 
claimants,  for  lands  released  by  them  to  the  Common- 
wealth in  said  townships? 

Answer.  The  amount  of  money  awarded  to  the 
Pennsylvania  claimants,  in  said  townships,  is  about 
one  hundred  and  nine  thousand  two  hundred  and 
forty-nine  dollars.  This  amount  however,  as  stated, 
is  not  taken  from  the  best  evidence;  it  may  not  be  ac- 
curate. With  the  Secretary  of  the  Land-office  was  de- 
posited a  book,  containing  the  estimate;  and  to  that 
office,  for  more  correct  information  in  this  point,  the 
commissioners  beg  leave  to  refer.  They  cannot  how- 
ever but  hope,  that  it  may  not  be  considered  as  obtru- 
sive in  them  to  sav,  lliaf,  be  the  real  amount  what  it 
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may,  it  never  arose  entirely  from  the  valuation  of  lands 
exclusively  held  by  patent.  In  looking  intp  the  entries 
of  title  made  of  released  land,  it  is  found,  that  no  small 
portion  of  the  sum  above  mentioned,  arose  from  lands 
held  only  by  location  and  warrant.  For  lands  of  this 
description,  much  money  was  due  to  the  Common- 
wealth; and,  after  making  the  deduction,  it  will  not  re- 
quire so  great  a  sum  in  specie  to  redeem  the  certifi- 
cates, as  the  holder  might  otherwise  seem  to  demand, 
or  the  case  require. 

5.  AVhat  quantity  of  land  has  been  certified  to  the 
Connecticut  claimants  before  the  ninth  day  of  April 
last,  not  released  by  the  Pennsylvania  claimants? 

Answer.  The  commissioners  cannot  tell,  with  any 
great  degree  of  precision.  The  question  seems  to  pre- 
suppose, that  all  the  land  which  has  been  certified  to 
the  Connecticut  claimants,  was  claimed  by  Pennsyl- 
vania claimants;  and  yet  by  the  Pennsylvania  claimants 
not  wholly  released.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  Penn- 
sylvania claimants,  claiming,  lands  in  the  said  town- 
ships, were  never  obliged  by  the  aforesaid  act,  or  by 
either  of  the  supplements,  to  submit  to  the  commis- 
sioners their  titles  to,  or  surveys  of  any  land,  but  such 
as  they  should  release  to  the  Commonwealth.  If  this 
position  be  correct,  it  is  not  difficult  to  see,  that  no  other 
of  their  claims  would  fall  within  the  scope  of  this  com- 
mission. If,  indeed,  the  act  or  either  of  the  supple- 
ments had  made  it  imperative  upon  any  Pennsylvania 
claimant,  claiming  lands  in  said  townships,  to  submit 
his  title  to  the  commissioners,  whether  it  was  such  an 
one  as  he  could  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  release  to 
the  Commonwealth,  or  not,  and  the  commissioners  had 
been  directed  to  cause  re-surveys  of  the  land  to  be 
made,  then,  in  that  case,  by  plotting  down  the  re-sur- 
veys upon  the  township  drafts  or  maps,  information 
might  have  been  given  as  to  the  quantity  of  unreleased 
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land  by  the  Pennsylvania  claimants,  embraced  by  the 
certificates  which  issued  to  the  Connecticut  claimants 
prior  to  the  ninth  of  April  last.  But  it  is  believed,  the 
act  required  no  such  thing  of  the  Pennsylvania  claim- 
ants, who  did  not,  or  could  not,  by  the  provisions  of 
said  act,  release  their  claims  to  the  Commonwealth; 
and  therefore,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  difficult 
to  give  an  answer  with  that  accuracy  which  the  ques- 
tion seems  to  require.  But  being  anxious  to  give  every 
possible  information  in  their  power,  in  a  point  so  im- 
portant; and,  believing  at  the  same  time  that  it  would 
be  desirable  to  receive  such  as  they  possess,  the  com- 
missioners beg  leave  to  state,  that,  from  the  best  evi- 
dence they  have,  the  land  certified  to  the  Connecticut 
claimants  before  the  time  aforesaid,  and  for  which  no 
releases  by  Pennsylvania  claimants  have  been  made,  is 
in  quantity  about  one  hundred  and  twelve  thousand 
acres;  but  it  is  believed,  that  the  whole  of  this  quantity 
of  land  was  never  taken  up  by  Pennsylvania  claimants. 
In  conversing  with  those  best  acquainted  with  the  dif- 
ferent claims  of  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  in  said 
townships,  to  wit,  the  present  Deputy-surveyor,  to- 
gether with  others  who  profess  to  have  some  knowl- 
edge of  them,  seem  to  agree,  that  the  most  of  them 
which  accrued  before  the  war,  have  been  released;  and 
those  which  accrued  since,  under  the  act  of  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  will  not  exceed 
ten  thousand  acres.  Of  the  claims  before  the  war,  that 
have  been  released,  are  about  eighty-nine  thousand  and 
ninety  acres.  This  quantity  of  land,  added  to  the 
claims  under  the  act  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-four,  will  make  ninety-nine  thousand  and 
ninety  acres;  and  comprize  principally  the  lands  to 
which  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  in  the  said  town- 
ships, had  any  claim  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  con- 
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firming  law,  as  it  was  commonly  called,  in  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  since  which 
time,  some  land  in  the  townships,  have  been  taken  up 
under  the  act  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-two, but  how  much,  it  is  impossible  to  tell;  but, 
from  every  information  the  commissioners  can  get,  the 
quantity  will  not  exceed  forty-five  thousand  acres.  It 
is  not  likely  therefore,  all  the  land  certified  to  the 
Connecticut  claimants,  for  which  no  releases  have  been 
made  to  the  state,  was  ever  claimed  by  any  individual 
under  the  state;  but  much  of  it  belonged  to  her,  at  the 
time  the  certificates  issued,  as  land  never  before  ap- 
propriated. 

6.  Why  were  not  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
commissioners,  and  the  drafts  of  survey  made  by  their 
direction,  deposited  in  the  offices  as  directed  by  law? 

Answer.  It  is  believed  they  were;  for,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  commission  this  last  season,  was  had  from 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land-office  to  aid  the 
present  commissioners  in  their  inquiries,  the  township 
surveys  of  the  Fifteen  Towns,  together  with  said  town- 
ship papers,  and  lists  of  valuation  or  qualities  of  land, 
as  adjudged  to  the  Connecticut  claimants  in  those 
townships,  made  by  the  former  commissioners;  from 
which  circumstance,  there  is  much  reason  to  believe,  all 
the  rest  of  their  proceedings  were  as  regularly  de- 
posited. 

7.  What  has  been  the  proceedings  of  the  commis- 
sioners under  the  act  of  the  ninth  of  April  last? 

Answer.  In  addition  to  their  former  report,  made 
in  January  last,  they  have  only  to  observe,  that  they 
have  adjudged  to  the  Connecticut  claimants  in  the  Fif- 
teen Townships,  land  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five 
thousand  acres,  which  will  be  comprized  in  about  one 
hundred  and  forty  certificates,  which  are  mostly  made 
out.     It  is  not  probable,  under  the  present  provision 
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of  the  act,  that  all  the  Connecticut  claimants  who  have 
presented  their  claims  will  be  able  to  make  out  titles; 
though  it  is  believed,  that  many  of  them  are  seated 
upon  land,  to  which  there  is  no  adverse  title  of  Penn- 
sylvania claims,  under  the  act  of  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-four.  Xo  releases  have  been  re- 
ceived, excepting  for  about  twelve  hundred  acres;  from 
which  circumstance,  with  a  full  board,  the  business  of 
the  commission  can  be  brought  to  a  close  in  a  short 
time. 

The  commissioners  would  also  wish  to  correct  an 
error  in  their  report  of  January  last,  with  respect  to  the 
quantity  of  land  which  they  stated  to  have  been  uncer- 
tified to  the  Connecticut  claimants, before  the  act  of  the 
ninth  of  April  last,  in  the  Fifteen  Townships.  The 
land,  instead  of  amounting  to  fifty  thousand  acres, 
amounted  to  sixty-one  thousand  acres.  This  error  re- 
sulted from  a  belief  and  information  of  the  clerks,  that 
tbe  Fifteen  Townships  contained  only  about  sixteen 
thousand  uteres  upon  an  average;  making  in  the  whole 
two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  acres:  whereas  it  is 
now  found,  upon  a  correct  calculation,  that  they  con- 
tain something  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty-two 
thousand;  from  which,  after  deducting  that  which  had 
been  certified  to  the  Connecticut  claimants,  it  left  some- 
what more  land  than  w-as  respresented. 

With  respect  to  the  answers  given  to  the  first  five 
points  made  by  the  resolution,  the  commissioners  can- 
not vouch  for  their  entire  accuracy,  as  to  an  acre  of 
land,  or  a  cent  in  money.  Much  care  has  been  used  to 
make  the  calculations  as  correct  as  the  means  and  evi- 
dence in  possession  would  enable.  It  therefore  is  be- 
lieved, that  the  answers  are  not  very  widely  different 
from  the  state  of  facts;  and  when  it  is  considered,  that 
the  aforesaid  act  of  the  fourth  of  April,  &c.,  has  well 
nigh  brought  to  a  close  ,a  dispute  that  has  subsisted  for 
so  many  years;  and  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
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money  expended  by  the  state  in  carrying  the  act,  &c., 
into  execution,  will  be  reimbursed  by  the  Connecticut 
claimants,  the  loss  of  the  state  will  not  be  considered  as 
great,  or  even  that  loss  as  much  as  to  be  regretted. 

It  will  be  found,  by  looking  at  the  sum  with  which 
the  land  certified  to  the  Connecticut  claimants  stands 
charged,  that  it  amounts  to  no  less  a  sum  than  sixty- 
two  thousand  and  thirty-five  dollars  and  eleven  cents. 
To  this  sum  add  four  years  interest,  which  will  be 
about  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  twenty-four  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars,  (which  must 
be  paid  on  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-two 
certificates  that  have  issued)  and,  in  the  aggregate, 
those  sums  will  form  a  debt  due  to  the  state,  of  one 
hundred  and  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine  dollars.  But  this  not  all;  the  land  already  ad- 
judged to  the  Connecticut  claimants  by  the  present 
commissioners,  including  the  patenting  fees,  will  make 
a  further  sum  in  favor  of  the  state,  very  little  (if  any) 
short  of  nine  thousand  dollars;  and  hence,  those  two 
sums  put  together,  will  form  a  debt  due  from  the  Con- 
necticut claimants  to  the  Commonwealth,  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
dollars. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by, 

[Signed]  Rose  well  Welles, 

Alexander  8eott. 

March  4,  1808. 
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Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of  one 
John  Gallagher,  accused  of  Murder. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed.]     Tho.  M'Kean. 

IN  THE  NAiME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 
By   THOMAS   M'KEAN,  Governor 
of  the  said  Commonwealth. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  I  have  received  authentic  information,  that 
on  the  17th  day  of  this  instant,  a  stranger  or  person  un- 
known, heing  on  his  way  from  Wrights  ferry,  towards 
the  borough  of  York,  was  cruelly  beaten,  and  killed, 
and  that  the  said  stranger  is  believed  to  have  been 
most  wantonly  and  Maliciously  Murdered  by  a  certain 
John  Gallagher,  (otherwise  called  Francis  Gallagher): 
And  Whereas  the  reputation  of  the  Government,  the 
peace  and  security  of  its  citizens  and  the  obligations 
of  justice  and  humanity  require,  that  the  perpetrator 
of  an  offence  so  atrocious  should  be  brought  to  speedy 
and  condign  punishment;  I  have  thought  it  proper  to 
issue  this  proclamation,  hereby  offering  a  reward  of 
two  hundred  dollars  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
apprehend  and  secure  within  any  jail  of  this  Common- 
wealth, the  said  John  Gallagher,  in  order  to  his  being 
brought  to  trial:  And  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs, 
Coroners,  Constables  and  other  officers  within  this 
Commonw^ealth,  according  to  the  respective  offices,  are 
hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vigil- 
ant in  enquiring  after  and  bringing  the  said  John  Gal- 
lagher, otherwise  called  Francis  Gallagher  to  justice. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State, 
at  Lancaster,  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  June  in  the 
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year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
and  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  thirty-second. 

By  the  Governor, 

T.  M.  Thonjpson, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

John  Oallagher,  otherwise  called  Francis  Gallagher, 
an  Irishman,  about  5  feet  9  or  10  inches  high,  slender 
made,  stutters  a  little  when  hurried  in  speaking  (his 
face)?  a  little  pock  markea,  one  eye  bloodshot,  has  one 
*the  head  received  from  the  stroke  of 
a  club  in  him,  had  on  a  dark  coloured 

coat,  white  waistcoat,  white  stockings,  but  may  have 
changed  them  since.  Has  followed  the  distilling  busi- 
ness on  Opossum  Creek,  at  Petersburgh,  near  the  Sul- 
phur Springs,  Adams  County. 


Proclamation  declaring  the  election  of  Electors  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States — 
1808. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed.]     Tho.  M'Kean. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 
By  THOMAS  "M'KEAN,  Governor 
of  the  said  Commonwealth. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided  in  and  by  an  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  entitled  "An  act  to  direct  the  manner, 
times  and  places  of  holding  elections  for  Electors  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States," 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  two,  that  the  Governor,  having  re- 

*The  blanks  are  due  to  mutilaticns  in  the  original. 
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ceived  the  returns  of  the  elections  from  the  SheriJff  of 
the  city  and  County  of  Phihideljjhia,  and  the  respective 
Sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  enumerate  and  ascertain  the  number  of  votes 
given  for  each  and  every  person  voted  for  as  Electors 
of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  thereupon  declare,  by  Proclamation,  the  name  of 
the  Persons  so  dulj^  elected  and  chosen;  and  also,  that 
he  shall  notify  the  same  to  the  Electors  respectively, 
on  or  before  the  last  Wednesday  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember next  after  such  Election. 

And  Whereas  it  appears,  by  the  returns  which  I  have 
received,  that  Charles  Thompson,  William  Montgom- 
ery, Thomas  Leiper,  Michael  Lieb,  Joseph  Engle,  Wil- 
liam Rodman,  Archibald  Darrah,  Jacob  Weygandt, 
Joseph  Lefevre,  Gabriel  Hiester,  Jun'r,  George  Hart- 
man,  Adamson  Tannehill,  James  Cowden,  William  Wil- 
son, Robert  Giffen,  Jacob  Hostetter,  David  Fallerton, 
Peter  Kimniel,  Joseph  Huston,  and  John  McDowell,  are 
the  persons  for  whom  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
were  given  at  the  said  election,  held  on  Friday,  the 
fourth  day  of  November,  instant.  Now,  therefore,  I 
have  issued  this  Proclamation,  hereby  publishing  and 
declaring  that  the  said  Charles  Thompson,  William 
Montgomery,  Thomas  Leiper,  Michael  Lieb,  Joseph 
Engle,  William  Rodman,  Archibald  Darrah,  Jacob 
Weygandt,  Joseph  Lefevre,  Gabriel  Hiester,  Jun'r, 
George  Hartman,  Adamson  Tannehill,  James  Cowden, 
William  Wilson,  Robert  Giffen,  Jacob  Hostetter,  David 
Fallerton,  Peter  Kimmel,  Joseph  Huston,  and  John 
McDowell  are  duly  elected  and  chosen  Electors  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
serve  at  the  election  in  that  behalf  to  be  held,  at  the 
seat  of  Government  of  this  State  (being  the  borough  of 
Lancaster,  in  the  County  of  Lancaster)  agreeably  to  the 
said  Act  of  Assembly,  and  the  Acts  of  Congress  in  such 
case  made  and  provided. 
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Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State, 
at  Lancaster,  this  nineteenth  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-third. 

By  the  Governor, 

T.  M.  Thompson,  Sec. 


To  the  Assembly  giving  notice  that  the  presidential 
electors  are  ready  to  perform  their  duties. 

Gentlemen: 

IN  PURSUANCE  OF  THE  4TH  SECTION  OF  AN 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  approved  the  2d  day  of 
February,  1802,  entitled  "An  Act  to  direct  the  Manner, 
Time,  and  Places  of  holding  Elections  for  Electors  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States," 
it  becomes  my  Duty  to  inform  the  Legislature,  that  the 
following  Gentlemen  have  given  Notice  to  me,  that  they 
are  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  and  ready  to  perform 
the  Duties  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  viz.:  Charles  Thompson,  Thomas 
Leiper,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Engle,  William  Rodman, 
Archibald  Darrah,  Jacob  Weygandt,  Joseph  Lefever, 
Gabriel  Hiester,  junior,  George  Hartman,  Addamson 
Tannehill,  James  Cowden,  William  Wilson,  Robert 
Giffen,  David  Fullerton,  Jacob  Hostetter,  Peter  Kim- 
mell,  and  Joseph  Huston;  by  which  it  appears,  that 
William  Montgomery  and  John  M'Dowell,  Esqrs.,  two 
of  the  Persons  chosen  at  the  late  Election,  to  serve  as 
Flectors,  are  absent  from  the  Seat  of  Government,  ow- 
ing (as  I  have  been  informed)  to  bodily  Indisposition. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  Dec.  6,  1808. 
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Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly — 1808. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

THE  EXISTING  CRISIS  IN  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS 
will  naturally  engage  the  attention  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Union;  and  particularly,  I  trust,  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  Communiciations,  which  the  Presi- 
dent has  recently  made  to  Congress,  disclose,  in  a  clear 
and  comprehensive  Review,  the  Origin  and  Progress  of 
our  Controversy  with  the  belligerent  Powers.  And 
should  we,  after  all,  be  compelled  to  surrender  the  Bles- 
sing and  the  Hope  of  Peace,  we  have  certainly  the  Con- 
solation to  see  it  demonstrated  to  the  world,  that 
neither  the  Guilt  of  Aggression,  nor  the  Folly  of  Am- 
bition, can  be  fairly  imputed  to  the  Measures  of  our 
Government. 

Impartial,  respectful,  and  conciliatory,  towards  other 
Nations,  the  Federal  Administration,  with  becoming 
Firmness  and  Dignity,  has  sought  in  return  Atone- 
ment for  acknowledged  Injuries,  and  Security  for  un- 
questionable Rights.  In  the  Result,  however,  an  Ap- 
peal to  the  Justice  (nay,  to  the  Interest)  of  those  Na- 
tions, has  been  received  with  Indifference,  or  rejected 
with  Derision:  Truth  and  Reason  have  been  opposed, 
in  vain,  to  Pride  and  Power;  and  every  candid  Mind  at 
last  perceives,  that  the  Independence  of  America  must 
be  maintained  (as  it  was  achieved)  by  the  active  Pa- 
triotism and  Valor  of  her  Sons. 

If  any  thing  were  wanting,  to  evince  the  Wisdom  of 
the  Course  which  Congress  has  pursued,  at  the  peril- 
ous Period,  the  Safety  given  to  our  commercial  Capital, 
with  all  its  Incidents  (notwithstanding  the  probable 
Fate  of  the  Negociations  with  foreign  Powers)  must, 
I  think,  remove  every  Doubt.  It  is  true,  that  by  the 
Operation  of    the    Embargo,  the    Spirit  of    maritime 
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Enterprize  has  been  restrained;  the  Profits  of  Trade 
for  awhile  surrendered;  the  Price  of  some  of  the  Staples 
of  the  United  States  has  been  reduced;  and  the  Occu- 
I^ations  of  particular  Classes  of  Citizens  have  been 
partially  interrupted. 

But  these  Inconveniences  are  not  so  great,  as  the 
Loss  of  private  Property,  which  law^less  Captures  and 
arbitrary  Confiscations  would  inevitably  produce;  and 
they  are  unworthy  of  a  moment's  Calculation,  when 
placed  in  Competition,  with  the  Loss  of  national  Inde- 
pendence, to  be  incurred  by  a  tame  Submission  to  the 
Orders  and  Decrees  of  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe.  Nor 
are  these  (you  will  readily  perceive)  the  only  Considera- 
tions which  accommodate  the  Suspension  of  foreign 
Commerce  to  the  interest,  as  well  as  to  the  Honor,  of 
our  Country. 

Upon  a  full  View  of  the  national  Situation,  its  pres- 
ent Inconveniencies,  and  its  probable  Consequences; 
the  patriotic  Disposition,  which  has  been  manifested 
by  our  immediate  Constituents,  is  entitled  to  universal 
Respect  and  Applause.  If  it  is  true,  that  Symptoms 
of  Disaffection  to  the  Union,  of  Opposition  to  the  Laws, 
and  of  Animosity  to  the  chosen  Rulers  of  the  People, 
have  elsewhere  appeared;  Pennsylvania,  we  know,  di- 
recting her  Energies  to  other  Objects,  has  borne  the 
Suspension  of  her  Commerce  without  Murmur  or  Com- 
plaint. Neither  the  Restraints  of  the  Embargo,  nor 
the  Feuds  of  Part^^,  nor  the  Allurements  private  Inter- 
est, nor  the  Menaces  of  War,  have  impaired,  in  Feeling 
or  in  Action,  her  Obedience  to  the  Constitution  and 
Laws;  her  Pride  of  Character,  or  her  plighted  Faith  to 
the  Government  of  the  Union. 

An  Example,  so  honorable  and  so  conspicuous,  can- 
not fail  to  be  beneficial.  Extending  beyond  the  Limits 
of  Pennsylvania,  it  will  animate  and  confirm  the  Vir- 
tue of  her  Sister  States.  And,  for  mj  own  part,  I  feel 
the  highest  Gratification,  that,  among  the  latest  Acts 
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of  a  protracted  public  Life,  after  a  Lapse  of  more  than 
30  years,  and  in  Seasons  of  extreme  Difficulty  and 
Danger;  I  can  again  unite  with  my  Countrymen  in  ''the 
mutual  Pledge  of  our  Lives,  our  Fortunes,  and  our 
sacred  Honor/'  to  support  the  Declaration,  "that  these 
United  Slates  are,  and  of  Right  ought  to  be,  free  and  in- 
dependent. 

But,  Gentlemen,  in  order  to  give  efficient  Support  to 
such  a  Declaration,  every  State — nay,  every  Citizen 
of  every  State — must  rally  round  the  Standard  of  the 
Union;  prepared,  in  Numbers,  in  Discipline,  and  in 
Arms,  as  well  as  in  Resolution,  to  encounter  and  repel 
every  hostile  Assailant.  Hence  the  Condition  of  the 
Militia  will  claim  and  receive  your  earliest  Attention. 
The  Muster-roll  exhibits  a  Force,  formidable  indeed 
in  its  Amount,  and  exemplary  for  the  Patriotism  and 
Bravery  of  those  who  compose  it:  But,  to  render  the 
Militia  an  adequate  Substitute,  or  even  a  useful  Auxili- 
ary, for  a  regular  Army,  a  new  System  of  Organiza- 
tion, better  directed  to  the  purposes  of  Discipline, 
Subordination,  and  Equipment,  is  anxiously  expected 
from  the  Wisdom  of  the  Legislature. 

Nor  is  it  in  Military  Preparation  alone,  that  our 
Zeal  to  support  the  Declaration  of  Independence  ought 
row  to  be  displayed.  The  Theory  of  Independence  is 
often  distinct  from  its  practical  Enjoyment;  and  the 
Republican  Institutions  of  our  Country  will  be  vain 
and  illusory,  unless  the  Morals  and  the  Manners  of 
the  People  shall  be  moulded  in  Conformity  to  them. 
To  be  truly  independent,  we  must  be  able  to  provide, 
a^  least,  for  our  own  Wants;  we  must  explore  and  com- 
bine the  physical  Proprieties  of  our  Climate  and  our 
Soil  ,our  Woods  and  our  Waters :  And,  to  be  truly  Re- 
publican, we  must  maintain  a  pure  and  vigilant  Ad- 
ministration of  Justice;  we  must  multiply  the  Oppor- 
tunities of  acquiring  useful  Knowledge;  and  w^e  must 
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endeavor  (mutually  endeavor)  to  extinguish  or  to  allay 
the  Spirit  of  Party. 

Upon  the  various  Subjects,  connected  with  these  im- 
portant Considerations,  the  Records  of  j-our  Predeces- 
sors will  present  an  ample  Scope  for  Deliberation ;  and 
I  am  persuaded,  that,  in  the  Encouragement  given  to 
the  Improvement  of  Roads,  inland  Navigation,  and 
other  public  Works;  in  the  Patronage  conferred  on 
Seminaries  for  educating  the  Poor;  and  in  the  necessary 
Augmentation  of  the  Number  of  the  Judges,  as  well 
as  in  the  Reorganization  of  the  Courts,  to  answer  the 
Calls  of  Justice;  you  will  invariably  consult  and  pur- 
sue the  Welfare  and  the  Honor  of  the  State.  In  a 
Career  so  laudable,  all  party  Animosity  will  be  sub- 
dued; all  personal  Asperity  will  be  assuaged;  and  the 
diffusive  Influence  of  such  Liberality  and  Forbearance 
will  not  fail  to  produce,  among  our  Constituents,  that 
Unity  and  Harmony  of  Action,  without  which  we  can- 
not long  hope  to  prosper,  and  with  which  we  shall  never 
have  occasion  to  fear. 

Gent'emen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

By  the  annual  Reports  from  the  Department  of  Ac- 
counts, you  will  perceive,  that  the  permanent  Revenues 
of  the  Commonwealth  are  sufficient  to  defray  the  or- 
dinary Expences  of  Government;  and  that  to  those 
Revenues  an  Addition  has  been  made,  since  your  last 
Session,  by  a  Subscription  for  200  Shares  of  the  Stock 
of  the  Bank  of  Philadelphia,  at  Par;  the  Market-price 
being  so  advanced,  as  to  exclude  the  Alternative  of  a 
Purchase. 

In  the  Application  of  the  public  Treasure,  the  Legis- 
lature will  endeavor,  I  am  confident,  to  unite  the  Duty 
of  Economy,  with  the  Attainments  of  a  liberal  and  en- 
lightened Policy;  particularly  as  our  Constituents  have 
ever  evinced  an  eager  Disposition  to  contribute,  what- 
ever may  be  wanting  for  the  important  Objects  to 
which  I  have  alluded. 
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Permit  me  to  add,  that,  in  revising  the  Journals,  it 
will  be  found,  that  a  legislative  Pledge  remains  un- 
satistied.  To  the  Honor  of  the  late  Governor  Mifflin; 
whose  patriotic  Life,  in  War  and  in  Peace,  in  the  Field 
and  in  the  Cabinet,  had  been  devoted  to  the  Service  of 
his  Country,  a  public  Funeral  and  a  Monument  were 
decL'eed,  in  the  year  1800 :  But,  by  an  unfortunate  Omis- 
sion, the  Resolution  of  the  two  Houses  was  not  pre- 
sented for  the  Executive  Approbation  (which  would 
cordially  have  been  given) ;  and  no  Appropriation  con- 
sequently exists,  to  complete  this  last  Testimonial  of 
the  Affection  and  Respect  of  Pennsylvania,  for  one  of 
her  distinguished  Sons. 

Another  Native  of  our  State,  the  gallant  Wayne; 
who,  to  the  glorious  Exploits  of  his  revolutionary 
Career,  added,  in  later  times,  a  signal  Victory,  over  a 
Combiuation  of  Indian  Forces,  hitherto  probably  un- 
equalled, lies  buried  in  a  distant  Grave,  without  a 
single  Trophy  to  designate  the  Spot.  His  Deeds  must 
amply  consecrate  his  Memory;  but  something  will  still 
be  due,  to  evince  the  Sense  which  his  Country  enter- 
tains of  his  Virtue  and  his  Valor. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

In  my  last  personal  Communication  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, probably  in  the  last  important  public  Act  of  my 
Life,  I  shall  be  indulged,  I  hope,  in  claiming  some 
Credit,  for  Feelings  corresponding  with  the  Solemnity 
of  the  Occasion.  It  has  been  my  Lot  to  witness  the 
Progress  of  our  Country,  from  a  colonial  to  a  national 
Character,  through  the  Ordeal  of  many  Trials,  in  Peace 
and  in  War.  It  has  been  my  Happiness  to  enjoy  the 
Favor  and  the  Confidence  of  our  Country,  in  the  most 
arduous  as  well  as  in  the  most  auspicious  Stages  of  her 
political  Career.  Thus  attached  by  every  Tie  of 
Honor  and  Gratitude,  by  all  the  Motives  of  social  In- 
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terest  and  Affection,  I  contemplate  the  future  Desti- 
nies of  our  Country  with  a  proud,  but  an  anxious  Ex- 
pectation. My  Day  of  Exertion  (of  feeble  Exertion  at 
the  best)  is  past:  But,  for  our  Fellow-citizens,  and  for 
their  Representatives,  in  every  Department  of  the 
Government,  I  can  only  cease  to  implore  the  Blessings 
of  Providence,  when  I  cease  to  exist. 

THOMAS  M'KEAN. 
Lancaster,  Dec.  8,  1808. 


SIMON  SNYDER. 

Governor  of  the  Common 
wealth. 

1808-1817. 
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Chapter  X. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth, 

1808-1817. 


THE  MOST  CONSPICUOUS  POLITICAL  ANTAG- 
onist  of  Governor  M'Kean  was  Simon  Snyder,  of 
Selinsgrove,  who  was  a  candidate  for  Governor 
during  M'Kean's  last  campaign  for  that  office  and  who 
failed  to  defeat  him  by  a  narrow  margin.  Snyder  was 
the  son  of  a  respectable  German  mechanic  who  had 
emigrated  from  the  Palatinate  to  seek  his  fortune  in 
the  New  World.  His  childhood  was  passed  in  poverty 
and  labor,  and,  unlike  his  immediate  predecessors,  he 
had  no  Revolutionary  military  record,  being  appren- 
ticed to  a  tanner  in  1776.  With  a  natural  disposition 
to  study,  he  devoted  his  spare  moments  to  the  improve- 
ment of  his  mind  and  for  twelve  years,  after  the  ex- 
piration of  his  apprenticeship,  executed  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  with  singular  ability  and  correct- 
ness, not  a  single  one  of  his  decisions  during  that  pro- 
longed period  having  been  overruled  by  a  higher  court. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1789,  and  in  1797  he  was  elected  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  which  he  was  a  conspicuous  feature 
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until  his  elevation  to  the  gubernatorial  chair  in  1808, 
the  last  six  years  of  the  period  serving  as  Speaker. 
His  native  sagacity  coupled  with  his  insatiable  appe- 
tite for  study  made  him  one  of  the  most  useful  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature,  leading  him  to  align  himself 
uniformly  ttpon  the  better  side  of  the  various  legisla- 
tive movements  of  his  time.  He  was  particularly 
prominent  in  his  advocacy  of  the  "Hundred  Dollar 
Act,"  which  provided  for  the  trial  of  cases  involving 
less  than  a  hundred  dollars,  before  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  in  which  the  principle  of  arbitration  was 
a  novel  and  valuable  feature. 

The  encouraging  vote  which  Mr.  Snyder  brought  out 
in  his  campaign  at  the  time  of  Governor  iM'Kean's 
election  for  his  third  term,  brought  him  favorably  be- 
fore the  public  as  a  Democratic  candidate  for  the  gov- 
ernorship, upon  the  expiration  of  the  latter  gentle- 
man's service  by  constitutional  limitation  in  1808,  and 
he  was  elected  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  con- 
tinuing in  the  office  until  his  service  in  turn  expired  by 
constitutional  limitation  in  1817.  The  period  of  his 
administration  was  pregnant  with  important  event?, 
not  only  in  Europe  but  in  America,  when  the  inde- 
fensible invasion  of  the  rights  and  property  of  Ameri- 
can seamen  by  the  British,  forced  the  country  into  the 
conflict  known  as  the  War  of  1812.  Into  the  support 
of  the  war  Governor  Snyder  threw  all  his  energies,  de- 
voting all  his  personal  and  public  influence  to  the 
encouragement  of  enlistment  and  equipment;  to  this 
latter  end  it  is  said  that  his  wife  even  devoted  her 
crimson  cloak,  suffering  it  to  be  cut  up  into  facings  for 
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the  uniforms  of  the  volunteers.  It  is  of  especial  in- 
terest, in  connection  with  the  present  work,  that  Gov- 
ernor Snyder  was  the  first  to  substitute  an  annual 
message  to  the  Legislature  for  the  annual  address 
previously  in  vogue,  a  custom  which  has  since  been 
generally  adopted. 

Soon  after  the  expiration  of  his  last  term  as  Gov- 
ernor, he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  but  his  ser- 
vice was  confined  to  but  one  session,  for  on  the  9th 
of  November,  1819,  he  succumbed  to  typhoid  fever, 
after  a  long  life  of  public  usefulness  and  a  service  as 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  extending  from  Do 
cember  20,  1808,  to  December  16,  1817, 
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Inaugural  Address  to  the  Assembly. — 1808. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

ELEVATED  TO   THE   FIRiST  OFFICE   OF  THE 
Commonwealth,  I  approach  its  duties  with  all 
that   diffidence  and   solicitude,   which   its  high 
importance,  responsibility,  and  difficulty,  necessarily 
impose. 

Having  taken  the  oaths  required,  faithfully  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Common 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  it  only  remains  to  assure  you, 
that  I  enter  upon  their  performance,  with  purity  of 
motive  and  intention,  and  an  unalterable  determina- 
tion to  devote  every  faculty  of  my  mind,  to  the  promo- 
tion of  the  Freedom,  Honor,  and  Happiness  of  our 
Country. 

I  should  do  violence  to  my  feelings,  did  I  not  embrace 
this  earliest  opportunity  of  tendering  to  my  Fellow- 
citizens,  the  sincere,  though  faint  expression  of  the 
gratitude  which  animates  my  heart,  in  return  for  the 
Confidence  which  so  large  a  portion  of  them  have  so 
strongly  manifested  towards  me,  by  their  votes  at  the 
late  General  Election.  These  feelings,  super-added  to 
the  solemn  obligation  of  the  oaths  I  have  taken,  will 
be  ever  present,  and  shall  at  all  times  influence  my 
conduct. 

With  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  Pennsylvania 
as  my  object,  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth 
as  my  polar  star,  your  wisdom  and  patriotism  as  my 
guides,  and  the  confidence  and  affectionate  attachment 
of  our  Constituents  as  my  supporters;  and  a  firm  re- 
liance on  Divine  Providence;  I  hope  so  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  station,  as  to  express  a  proper  sense 
of  the  distinguished  honor  which  has  been  conferred 
on  me. 
Fellow  Citizens: 

In  entering  upon  my  public  duties,  I  feel  that  I 
ought  to  rely  much  upon  the  wisdom,  patriotism,  and 
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information  of  the  Representatives  of  the  .People.  I 
solicit  your  friendly  aid,  and  shall  esteem  it  a  pure 
source  of  gratification,  if  I  shall  be  so  fortunate  as  t  > 
have,  through  m}-  administration,  a  perfect  good  un- 
derstanding and  harmonious  intercourse  with  the  Leg- 
islature of  the  State.  These  are  circumstances  at  all 
times  greatly  to  be  desired:  But,  in  a  national  crisis, 
like  the  present,  when  all  that  is  dear  and  precious  to 
the  United  States  is  threatened,  by  the  violence  and 
aggressions  of  foreign  Powers ;  it  is  peculiarly  and  emi- 
nently the  duty  of  all  the  constituted  Authorities,  to 
act  in  support  of  the  just  and  honorable  measures 
adopted  by  the  Federal  Government;  as  if  animated 
by  one  heart,  one  spirit,  and  one  determination.  The 
happy  influence  of  such  an  accordance  of  opinion  and 
action,  is  not  bounded  by  ojir  Country,  but  beneficial- 
ly extends  itself,  wherever  American  politics  can  inter- 
est, or  American  interests  be  affected. 

In  future  Communications,  it  shall  be  my  pleasure, 
as  it  will  be  my  duty,  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Legislature,  such  measures  as  an  honest  and 
ardent  desire,  to  promote  the  public  prosperity,  shall 
suggest. 

Accept,  Fellow-citizens,  for  yourselves  and  your 
Constituents,  my  best  wishes  for  your  welfare  and  hap- 
piness, public  and  private. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Lancaster,  Dec.  20,  1808. 
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To  the  Assembly  giving  notice  of  the  Appointment  of 
Nathaniel  B.  Boileau  to  be  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Gentlemen : 

IT  IS  PROPER  TO  INFORM  YOU,  THAT  I  HAVP] 
this  day  appointed  and  commissioned  Nathaniel  B. 
Boileau,  to  be  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
agreeably  to  the  15th  Section  of  the  2d  Article  of  the 
Constitution.       > 


SIMON  SNYDER. 


Lancaster,  Dec.  20,  1808. 


Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  of  Simon 
Snyder  as  Governor  and  Continuing  Officials  for 
the  Term  of  Three  Months. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]     Simon  Snyder. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  the  Speaker  and  members  of  the  Senate 
and  Speaker  and  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonewalth 
of  Pennsylvania  have  duly  certified  that  the  said 
Speaker  of  the  Senate  did  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
December  instant,  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  the  borough  of  Lancaster  open  and 
publish  the  Returns  of  the  late  Election  of  a  Governor 
of  the  said  Commonwealth  in  the  presence  of  both 
Houses  of  the  Legislature  conformably  to  the  Con- 
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stitntion  of  the  said  Commonwealth  and  tliat  upon 
counting  the  votes  by  a  Teller  appointed  from  each 
House  it  appeared  that  Simon  Snyder  was  declared  to 
have  a  majority  of  votes:  Whereupon  the  said  Simon 
Snyder  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  Governor  of 
the  said  Commonwealth,  and  having  first  taken  the 
oaths  of  othce,  was  accordingly  on  this  twentieth  day 
of  December 

Now  in  pursuance  of  the  power  and  trust  to  the 
Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  by  the  Constitution 
and  laws  granted  and  confided,  and  for  preventing  all 
failures  in  the  administration  of  justice:  I,  the  said 
Simon  Snyder,  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  issue  this 
ploclamation,  Hereby  confirming  and  continuing  all 
appointments  made,  and  all  commissions  heretofore 
lawfully  issued,  for  the  term  of  three  months  from 
the  date  of  these  presents,  unless  the  said  appoint- 
ments and  commissions  shall  be  sooner  superseded  and 
annulled. 

And  I  do  farther  direct  and  enjoin  all  public  officers 
engaged  in  the  several  Departments  of  the  government 
to  proceed  with  diligence  and  fidelity  in  the  perfor- 
mance and  execution  of  their  respective  stations,  so  as 
most  effectually  to  promote  and  secure  the  interest, 
peace  and  safety  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Lancaster,  the  twentieth  day  of  December  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eight,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-third. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  resig- 
nation by  Samuel  Maclay  of  his  seat  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen: 

IvSEND  YOU  ENCLOSED  A  COPY  OF  THE  RESIG- 
nation  of  Samuel  Maclay,  Esquire,  of  his  seat  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  presented  to  me 
this  day.  To  you,  Gentlemen,  it  pertains  to  supply  the 
vacancy  in  the  Senate  of  the  Ignited  States,  agreeably 
to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  such  case  made 
and  provided. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  Jan.  4,  1849. 

Resignation  of  Senator  Maclay. 

Lancaster,  Jan.  4,  1809. 
Sir: 

In  discharge  of  the  duties  which  devolved  on  me, 
in  consequence  of  my  election,  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State,  I  have  differed  in  opinion  with  a  majority  of 
those  with  whom  I  had  the  honor  of  acting,  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States;  and  it  appears,  with  the 
Legislature  of  Penns3dvania.  It  therefore  becomes 
my  duty,  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  electing  a 
Man,  who  will  act  in  conformity  to  their  wishes,  in  the 
Councils  of  the  Nation.  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  re- 
sign my  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
I  am.  Sir,  with  due  regard. 

Your  Excellency's  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

[Signed]     S.  Maclay. 
His  Excellency  Simon  Snyder,  Esq.,  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 
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To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Maryland  to  Amend  the 
Federal  Constitution. 

Gentlemen : 

AGREEABLY  TO  A  REQUEST  OF  HIS  EXCEL- 
lency  Robert  Wright,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  I  submit  to  the  respective 
Houses,  coi)ies  of  a  Resolution  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  that  State,  on  the  subject  of  a  proposed  Amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  relative 
to  the  manner  of  removing  Senators  of  the  United 
States  from  office;  together  with  a  copy  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's letter. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  Jan.  13,  1809. 


Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United  States 
Congress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

[Signed]     Simon  Snyder. 


N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided  in  and  by  and  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  entitled 
*'An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Representatives 
of  the  People  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  that 
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the  Governor  having  received  the  returns  of  the  elec- 
tion from  the  Sheriff  of  the  city  and  County  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  respective  Sheriffs  of  the  several 
counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  declare  by  pro- 
clamation the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  returned 
as  duly  elected  in  each  respective  district:  And 
Whereas,  as  it  appears  from  the  returns  of  the  Gen- 
eral election  held  on  Tuesday  the  eleventh  day  of 
October  last,  in  and  for  the  several  districts  hereinafter 
specified,  that  the  following  named  persons  were  duly 
elected  to  serve  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  the  term  of  two 
years  from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  viz: 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  Counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware,  Doc- 
tor John  Porter,  Doctor  Benjamin  Say  and  William  An- 
derson. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Bucks, 
Montgomery,  Northampton,  Wayne  and  Luzerne,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  John  Ross  and  William  Milnor. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Chester, 
Berks  and  Lancaster,  Daniel  Hiester,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards and  Robert  Jenkins. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Dauphin, 
Cumberland,  Mifflin  and  Huntingdon,  Robert  White- 
hill  and  David  Bard. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Northum- 
berland, Lycoming  and  Centre,  George  Smith. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  York  and 
Adams,  William  Crawford. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Franklin 
and  Bedford,  John  Rea. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  West- 
moreland, Armstrong,  Indiana,  Jefferson,  Somerset, 
and  Cambria,  William  Findley. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Fayetle 
and  Greene,  John  Smilie. 
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In  the  district  composed  of  the  county  of  Washing- 
ton, Aaron  Lyle. 

In  the  district  of  the  counties  of  Allegheny,  Beaver, 
Butler,  Mercer,  Crawford,  Venango,  Warren  and  Erie, 
Samuel  Smith. 

Now,  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation, 
hereby  publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Doctor 
John  Porter,  Doctor  Benjamin  Say,  William  Anderson, 
Robert  Brown,  John  Ross,  William  Milnor,  Daniel 
Iliester,  Matthias  Richards,  Robert  Jenkins,  Robert 
Whitehill,  David  Bard,  George  Smith,  William  Craw- 
ford, John  Rea,  William  Findley,  John  Smilie,  Aaron 
Lyle,  and  Samuel  Smith,  are  duly  elected  and  chosen 
as  Representatives  of  the  People  of  this  State  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
term  of  two  years,  to  commence  from  the  fourth  day  of 
March  next. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State- 
at  Lancaster  this  thirteenth  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine, 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-third. 

By  the  Governor. 

Nath.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  suit  of  Gideon  Olm- 
stead  and  others  vs.  Elizabeth  Sergeant  and  Esther 
Waters,  Executrixes  of  the  late  Mr.  Rittenhouse. 

Gentlemen: 

I  HAVE  RECEIVED  INFORMATION,  THAT  THE 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  hath  ordered 
a  peremptory  Mandamus  to  be  issued,  in  the  suir 
of  Gideon  Olmstead  and  others,  versus  Elizabeth  Ser- 
geant and  Esther  Waters,  Executrixes  of  the  late  Mr. 
Rittenhouse;  and  that  immediate  application  will  be 
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made  to  Richard  Peters,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  an  execution  against  the  persons  and 
effects  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Sergeant  and  Esther 
Waters;  or  that,  rather,  as  it  is  an  admiralty  proceed- 
ing, an  attachment  against  their  persons  will  be  the 
compulsory  process  adopted  on  the  occasion. 

By  the  Act  of  the  2d  of  April,  1803,  Mrs.  Sergeant 
and  Mrs.  Waters  are  directed  to  pay  a  sum  of  money, 
arising  out  of  the  sale  of  the  British  "Sloop  Active, 
captured  during  the  late  revolutionary  War,  into  the 
State  Treasury.  With  the  requisition  of  that  law, 
the  said  Executrixes  have  complied.  It  now  becomes 
my  Duty,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  that  Act,  to 
protect  the  property  and  persons  of  the  said  Execu- 
trixes, against  such  process.  Painful  as  this  Duty  is, 
I  am  compelled,  and  am  now  making  arrangements 
to  call  out  a  portion  of  the  Militia  for  that  service; 
that  being  the  only  means  in  the  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive. 

As  the  execution  of  this  Law  may  produce  serious 
Difficulties,  as  it  respects  the  relation  of  the  State 
Government  with  that  of  the  United  States,  I  have 
thought  proper  to  make  this  communication;  on  which 
the  Legislature  can  act  as,  in  their  wisdom,  they  shall 
think  expedient. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Lancaster,  Feb.  27,  1809. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  disap- 
proving an  amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution 
proposed  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

Gentlemen: 

1    HEREWITH    TRANSMIT    TO    THE    LEGISLA- 
ture  a  copy  of  a  Resolution,  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  disapproving  of  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
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proposed  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia.     A  copy  of 
Lieuteuant-Governor  Lincoln's  letter  is  also  annexed. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Lancaster,  March  6,  1809. 

''Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
"Council  Chamber,  Boston,  Feb.  22, 1809. 
"Sir: 

"Agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
Commonwealth,  I  transmit  to  you  their  Resolution, 
disapproving  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  proposed  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  on 
the  13th  of  January,  1808. 

[Signed]     "Levi  Lincoln. 
"His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

"Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
"In  the  Senate,  Feb.  18,  1809. 

"Resolved,  That  the  alteration  proposed  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  LTnited  States,  by  a  Resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  on  the  13th 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight,  so  as  "That  the  Senators,  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  may  be  removed, 
from  office,  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  Members  of  the  respective  State  Legislatures, 
by  which  the  said  Senators  have  been  or  may  be  ap- 
pointed;" be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  disapproved  by 
the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth;  and  that  the 
Senators  from  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  Congress  of 
the  L^nited  States,  be  instructed,  and  the  Representa- 
tives be  requested,  to  oppose  the  said  alteration. 

"Resolved,  That  his  Honor,  the  Lieutenant-governor, 
be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Reso- 
lution to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives,  in 
Congress,  from  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  the  Execu- 
tive of  each  State." 
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Proclamation  Further  Continuing  all  Appointments 
under  the  Executive  for  the  Term  of  Two  Months. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

[Signed]     Simon  Snyder. 


IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AU 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I  issued  a  Proclamation  bearing  date  the 
twentieth  day  of  December  last  confirming  and  con- 
tinuing all  appointments  made,  and  all  commissions 
theretofore  lawfully  issued,  and  which  were  in  force  on 
the  said  twentieth  day  of  December,  for  the  term  of 
three  months  from  the  date  of  the  said  proclamation, 
unless  the  said  appointments  and  commissions,  or  any 
of  them,  should  be,  by  me,  sooner  superseded  and  an- 
nulled: And  Whereas,  I  have  deemed  it  expedient  to 
extend  the  term  aforesaid;  therefore  I  have  issued  the 
present  proclamation  hereby  continuing  all  appoint- 
ments and  commissions  aforesaid  (not  by  me  already 
superseded  and  annulled)  for  the  term  of  two  months, 
to  be  computed  from  [the]  date  hereof,  unless  the 
same  shall  [be  by]  me  superseded  and  annulled. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Lancaster,  this  tenth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1809,  and 
of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-third. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec^y. 


Simon  Snyder.        *  671 

To  the  Assembly  recommending  the  purchase  from 
John  G.  Baxter  of  a  machine  for  manufacturing 
yarn  from  hemp  and  flax. 

Gentlemen : 

TO  ENCOURAGE  AND  TO  PATRONIZE  THE 
Arts  is,  at  all  times,  worthy  of  the  peculiar  re- 
gard of  an  enlightened  Legislature.  In  a  State 
like  that  of  Pennsylvania,  with  an  extensive  and  fertile 
soil,  affording  materials  for  every  species  of  manu- 
factures; abounding  with  streams  of  water,  admirably 
calculated  for  working  machinery  of  every  description; 
but  its  population,  although  numerous,  yet  inadequate, 
by  manuel  labor,  to  bring  into  complete  operation  all 
its  natural  advantages,  and  its  resources;  the  man, 
who  devotes  the  energies  of  his  mind  to  the  invention 
of  labor-saving  machines,  deserves  peculiar  notice. 

Under  this  impression,  I  introduce  to  the  attention 
of  the  Legislature,  Mr.  John  G.  Baxter,  of  the  county 
of  Philadelphia.  He  has  brought  to  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, a  machine  of  his  own  construction,  upon 
simple  principles,  for  manufacturing  flax  and  hemp 
into  yarn.  It  may  consist  of  30  or  more  spindles.  The 
work  performed  by  each,  in  a  given  time,  is  equal  to 
what  can  be  done  by  one  person  in  the  same  time,  in 
the  ordinary  way.  It  will  not  require  the  attendance 
of  more  than  four  persons;  and,  if  the  machinery  be 
worked  by  water,  the  number  of  spindles  may  be  iu- 
difinitely  increased:  Hence  it  follows,  that  the  labor 
of  twenty-six  out  of  thirty  persons  will  be  saved. 

I  submit  to  the  Legislature  the  propriety  of  giv- 
ing him  a  generous  price  for  the  machine,  for  the 
purpose  of  its  remaining  at  the  Seat  of  Government, 
to  satisfy  the  citizens  who  choose  to  view  it,  by  occular 
demonstration,  of  the  immense  utility  of  the  inven- 
tion, .and  to  evince  the  disposition  of  the  Legislature  to 
patronize  so  meritorious  a  citizen. 
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It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  enforce  the  suggestion  by 
observing,  that  the  gloomy  prospects  which  now  pre- 
sent themselves,  in  consequence  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, would  not  have  existed,  had  our  progress  in 
manufactures  kept  pace  with  our  agricultural  improve- 
ments; and  this,  probably,  is  to  be  attributed  chiefly 
to  the  cause  at  which  I  have  already  hinted,  the  few^^- 
ness  of  Labourers,  and  the  consequent  enhanced  price 
of  labor. 

Never  can  we  expect  to  be  truly  an  independent 
Nation,  until  the  product  of  our  manufactories  is  com 
mensurate  with  our  wants;  for  which  our  Country 
affords  ample  materials,  and  the  genius  and  enterprise 
of  our  citizens  are  competent,  if  properly  encouraged 
and  directed. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Lancaster,  March  28,  1809. 


^Proclamation  declaring  the  election  of  Dr.  Adam 
Seybert  as  a  Representative  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

[Signed]     Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the    Commonwealth    of 
Pennsylvania. 
By   SIMON   SNYDER,  Governor   of 
the  said  Commonwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided,  in  and  by  an  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  entitled  ^Mn 
Act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Representatives  of 
the  People  of  this  State,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 

•This  Proclamation  is  first  to  bear  the  the  Seal  described  in  the  Act  of  Assem 
bly  passed  tne  second  day  of  March,  1809. 
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States,"  passed  the  second  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor having  received  the  returns  [fof  the  election 
from  the  Sheriif]  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadel- 
phia [and  the  respective]  sheritfs  of  the  several  coun- 
ties of  this  [Commonwealth  shall  declare]  by  procla- 
mation the  name  of  the  [person  or  persons  to  him  re- 
turned] as  duly  elected,  in  each  respective  district, 
[and  ^Vhereas  it]  appears  from  the  returns  of  a  general 
election  held  on  the  tenth  day  of  this  present  month 
(in  pursuance  of  writs  issued  by  me  for  that  purpose) 
in  and  for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  and 
the  County  of  Delaware,  that  Doctor  Adam  Seybert 
has  been  duly  elected  to  serve  as  Representative  of 
this  State,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Doctor  Benjamin  Say:  Now  there- 
fore, I  have  issued  this  proclamation,  hereby  publish- 
ing and  declaring  that  the  said  Doctor  Adam  Seybert 
is  duly  elected  and  chosen  a  Representative  of  the 
people  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  serve  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
during  the  remainder  of  the  term  for  which  the  said 
Doctor  Benjamin  Say  was  Elected  to  serve. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Lancaster  this  twentj^-fifth  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine, 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-fourth. 

By  the  Governor, 

N.  B.  Boileau,   Sec'y. 

tThe  portions  included  in  brackets  have  been  cut  out  of  the  original. 
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Proclamation  of  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  the 
persons  who  committed  a  robbery  and  assault  on 
John  Swenck,  toll  gatherer. 
Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]     Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND   BY  THE   Au- 
thority  of   the   Commonweal  Ui   of 
Pennsylvania. 
By  SIMON    SNYDER;  Governor  of 
the  said  Commonwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I  have  received  authentic  information 
that  on  the  night  of  the  sixth  instant,  between  the  hours 
of  ten  and  twelve  of  the  clock,  a  certain  John  Swenck, 
toll-gatherer,  residing  at  the  turnpike  gate,  about  one 
mile  north-west  of  the  borough  of  Lancaster,  in  the 
Ccmmon wealth  aforesaid,  was  then  and  there,  by  a  per- 
son to  him  unknown,  robbed,  and  cruelly  and  inhuman- 
ly beaten  and  abused,  to  the  great  injury  of  his  per- 
son and  danger  of  his  life. 

And  Whereas  the  reputation  of  the  government;  the 
peace  and  security  of  its  citizens;  and  the  obligations 
[*of  justice  and  humanity  require  that  the]  perpetra- 
tors [of  offenses  so  atrocious  should  be  brought]  to 
speedy  and  condign  punishment:  I  have  therefore 
thought  proper  to  issue  this  proclamation,  hereby  of- 
fering a  reward  of  two  hundred  dollars  to  any  person, 
or  persons,  who  shall  apprehend  and  secure  within 
any  Jail  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  person  who  has 
committed  the  said  crime,  in  order  to  his  being  brought 
to  trial  and  conviction.  And  all  Judges,  Justices, 
Sheriffs,  Coroners,  Constables  and  other  officers  with- 
in this  Commonwealth,  according  to  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices,  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to 
be  attentive  and  vigilant  in  inquiring  after,  and  bring- 
ing to  justice,  the  perpetrator  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

*The  portions  included  in  brackets  indicate  mutilations  in  the  original. 
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Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Lancaster,  this  eleventh  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nine,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  of  thirty-fourth. 

[By  the  Governor, 

N.  P.  Boileau,  Sec'y.] 

Said  villain  is  about  five  feet  eleven  inches  high,  was 
cloathed  in  an  old  grey  woolen  great  coat,  much  torn  at 
the  elbows.  Had  with  him  a  black  horse  (without  a 
saddle)  which  horse  appears  to  have  been  stolen,  hav- 
ing since  been  reclaimed  by  the  owner. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly — 1809. 

Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives : 

IT  HAS  BEEN  USUAL,  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEET- 
ing  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  for  the  ex- 
ecutive to  communicate  to  them,  in  person,  what- 
ever he  thought  would  have  a  tendency  to  promote  the 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  their  constituents.  I  have 
been  induced  to  depart  from  this  custom,  from  a  con- 
viction that  communications,  by  message  are  more  in 
accordance  with  our  republican  principles  and  insti- 
tutions, simplicity  of  manners,  sound  economy,  and 
equally  respectful  to  the  members  composing  the  leg- 
islature. 

You  assemble,  fellow  citizens,  under  circumstances 
deeply  interesting  to  our  country;  which  call  for  all  our 
energies  and  all  our  patriotism,  and  imperiously  de- 
mand, from  the  people  and  the  constituted  authorities, 
a  union  of  action  in  support  of  our  common  rights.  The 
hostile  nations  of  Europe,  with  unabated  fury,  carry 
on  the  contest  against  each  other,  and  against  the  rights 

♦This  paper  marks  the  departure  from  the  custom  of  addresses  by  the  Gov- 
ernor in  person  to  that  of  transmitting  messages,  thereafter  In  vogue. 


676  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

of  oeutial  nations. — The  communications  laid  before 
congress,  exhibit  a  gloomy  prospect  of  our  foreign  re- 
lations. They  manifest  that  the  frank  and  honorable 
negociations,  and  a  prompt  and  perfect  compliance  with 
our  engagements,  have  not  been  met  with  correspond- 
ing dispositions,  nor  reciprocal  good  faith. 

The  conduct  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  in 
lefusing  Co  carry  into  effect  a  contract,  predicated 
upon  propositions  made  by  her  own  minister  plenipo- 
teiiuary,  is  one  of  those  unequivocal  evidences  of  a  con- 
temptuous disregard  for  solemnly  and  publickly  plight- 
ed national  honor,  which  could  not  fail  to  arouse  the 
resentment  of  the  people  of  the  United  States;  whose 
indignation  has  been  greatly  and  justly  heightened,  by 
the  haughty  and  indecorous  deportment  of  the  present 
British  minister. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  all  the  measures 
which  the  wisdom  and  anxious  patriotism  of  congress 
have  devised,  all  the  manifestations  of  the  most  prompt 
and  earnest  desire  to  obtain  honest  friendship  with 
the  belligerents,  have  not  effected  the  object  contem- 
plated. But  it  is  gratifying  to  feel,  that  our  conduct 
cannot  have  failed  to  impress  the  nations  of  Europe 
with  high  respect  for  our  national  character:  Nor  has 
it  failed  to  excite,  in  every  American's  bosom,  a  fixed 
and  determined  resolution  to  support  the  general  gov- 
ernment, in  its  patriotick  efforts  to  maintain  the  honor, 
independence,  and  just  rights  of  our  country. 

This  determination  is  the  more  to  be  relied  on,  be- 
cause it  is  not  only  the  dictate  of  correct  feeling,  and 
the  offspring  of  just  pride;  but  it  is  also  founded  on  the 
general  conviction  that,  in  all  its  negociations  and  re- 
lations, with  foreign  powers,  the  late  and  present  ad- 
ministrations of  the  general  government  have  been 
animated  by  the  purest  motives,  governed  by  the  sound- 
est principles,  and  with  a  single  eye  to  American  rights 
and  interests.     This  spirit,  fellow  citizens,  ought  to  be 
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generously  fostered;  for  it  is  above  all  price.  United 
at  home,  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  abroad. 

From  the  perfidy  and  injustice  of  foreign  nations, 
we  return,  with  satisfaction  to  contemplate  the  internal 
resources,  the  invincible  spirit  and  increasing  pros- 
perity of  our  own  state.  Without  any  state  tax,  our 
treasury  presents  abundant  means  to  promote  the  pres- 
ent and  permanent  welfare  of  the  commonwealth.  In 
the  enjoyment  of  the  rich  blessings  of  independence, 
freedom,  and  peace,  our  population  is  rapidly  multiply- 
ing; houses  and  barns  are  every  where  erecting,  well 
planted  orchards,  highly  cultivated  fields,  and  newly 
cleared  lands,  every  where  presenting  incontestible 
evidence  of  our  increase  of  wealth,  strength,  and  do- 
mestic comfort.  Bridges  are  building,  and  turnpike 
roads  making,  to  facilitate  the  intercourse  between 
the  various  and  distant  parts  of  our  state. 

It  is  also  a  cause  of  much  satisfaction  to  observe, 
that,  in  proportion  to  the  ditiiculty  of  access  to,  and 
commerce  with,  foreign  nations,  is  the  zeal  and  exer- 
tion to  supply  our  wants  by  home  manufactures.  Our 
mills  and  furnaces  are  greatly  multiplied;  new  beds  of 
ore  have  been  discovered,  and  the  industry  and  enter- 
prize  of  our  citizens  are  turning  them  to  the  most  use- 
ful purposes.  Many  new  and  highly  valuable  manu- 
factories have  been  established,  and  we  now  make  in 
Pennsylvania,  various  articles  of  domestic  use,  for 
which,  two  years  since,  we  were  wholly  dependent 
upon  foreign  nations. 

We  have  lately  had  established  in  Philadelphia  large 
shot  manufactories;  floor-cloth  manufactories;  and  a 
queens'  ware  pottery,  upon  an  extensive  scale.  These 
are  all  in  successful  operation,  independent  of  immense 
quantities  of  cotton  and  wool,  flax  and  hemp,  leather 
and  iron,  which  are  annually  manufactured  in  our  state, 
and  which  save  to  our  country  the  annual  export  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 
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These,  fellow  citizens,  are  gratifying  subjects  upon 
which  lo  dwell;  and  it  is  respectfully  and  very  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  legislature,  to  devise  means  to  en- 
courage domestic  manufactures;  not  only  because  they 
eminently  contribute  to  national  independence,  and 
add  to  our  national  resources,  and  individual  wealth; 
but  also,  because  they  are  admirably  calculated  to  pre- 
serve and  perpetuate  our  republican  institutions,  by 
inducing  industry  and  economy,  the  pillars  of  a  virtu- 
ous and  peaceable  commonwealth.  To  these  considera- 
tions, which  demand  our  gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Be- 
ing, it  becomes  our  duty  also  greatfully  to  recollect  the 
general  prevalence  of  health;  not  only  through  the 
country;  but  in  those  towns  most  exposed  to  malignant 
diseases. 

Proceedings  had  under  a  law  and  resolutions  of  the 
last  General  Assembly,  make  it  the  duty  of  the  execu- 
tive to  report  the  final  issue  of  the  case  of  Gideon  01m- 
stead,  and  others,  against  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 
This  case  which  engaged  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
anxious  attention  of  the  legislature,  last  session;  and 
upon  which  their  opinion  coincided  with  that  which  has 
uniformly  been  the  opinion  of  all  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  the  state,  for  thirty  years,  under  all  the 
modifications  of  our  government,  and  in  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  party;  they  have  all,  as  often  as  the  question 
has  been  agitated,  solemnly  protested  against  the 
rights  of  a  congressional  court  of  appeal  to  render  null 
and  void  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  fairly  impannelled,  and 
conscientiously  acting  under  a  law  of  the  state. 

The  history  of  this  case,  involving  the  rights  and 
property  of  the  state  is  fully  and  faithfully  recorded  in 
the  Journals  of  the  General  Assembly;  it  is  therefore 
not  thought  necessary,  in  the  present  communication, 
to  lay  before  the  representatives  of  the  people,  more 
than  that  portion  of  information  which  completes  the 
history  to  its  final  issue. 
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On  the  twenty-seventh  of  February  last,  the  execu 
tive  communicated  to  the  legislature,  that  in  consequ- 
ence of  proceedings  had  in  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  an  attachment  would  be  issued  against 
the  executrices  of  the  late  Mr.  Rittenhouse,  formerly 
treasurer  of  this  state,  to  compel  them  to  pay,  to  Gideon 
Olmstead  and  others,  the  money  which  they  paid  into 
the  state  treasury,  in  obedience  to  an  act  passed  the 
second  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
three;  which  act,  in  the  name  of  this  commonwealth, 
guaranteed  "an  indemnification  to  the  said  executrices 
from  any  process  whatever,  issued  out  of  any  federal 
court,  in  consequence  of  their  obedience  to  the  provi- 
sions of  that  act." 

In  that  message  the  executive  informed  the  legis- 
lature, that  he  was  making  arrangements  to  call  out  a 
portion  of  the  militia;  that  being  the  only  means  hi  his 
power  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  of  the  second  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three.  Orders  were 
accordingly  transmitted  to  the  adjutant  general,  en- 
closing the  appointment  of  general  Michael  Bright,  and 
his  orders;  which  were  laid  before  the  legislature, 
March  the  second,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nine. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March,  the  general  sta- 
tioned a  guard  at  the  houses  of  the  executrices.  On 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict w^as  resisted  by  the  militia,  and  prevented  from 
entering  the  houses  of  the  executrices. 

That  officer,  afterwards  issued  notices,  calling  out  a 
posse  comitatus,  to  assist  him  in  executing  this  attach- 
ment. Previous  to  the  day  on  which  the  posse  was 
ordered  out,  to  wit,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  the 
marshall  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  guard,  and  ar- 
rested one  of  the  executrices. 

A  habeas  corpus,  before  the  chief  justice,  was  taken 
out  in  her  name  by  the  attorney  general.  The  chief 
justice  refusing  to  liberate  the  body  of  the  executrice. 
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and  ordering  her  to  remain  in  custody  of  the  marshal; 
the  executive  directed  the  guard  to  be  withdrawn,  and 
the  money  to  be  paid. 

General  Bright,  and  eight  of  his  men,  acting  under 
his  orders,  were  arrested  by  the  marshal,  and  tried  be- 
fore the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States;  and  after  a 
deeply  interesting  trial,  the  jury  were  at  length  in- 
duced to  bring  in  a  special  verdict,  which  the  court  con- 
sidering equivalent  to  a  verdict  of  guilty,  the  general 
and  men  were  sentenced  to  fine  and  imprisonment. 
They  were  committed  to  jail,  and  confined  a  few  days, 
when  the  president  of  the  United  States  liberated  them, 
and  remitted  the  fine. 

I  cannot,  fellow  citizens,  close  this  subject,  without 
endeavoring  to  impress  your  minds  deeply  and  serious- 
ly with  its  importance,  and  the  dreadful  consequences 
which  may  flow  from  the  judges  of  the  United  States' 
courts  exercising  powers,  which  set  at  nought  the  acts 
of  our  legislature,  the  decisions  of  our  judges,  and  the 
solemn  verdicts  of  our  juries. 

If  an  amendment,  providing  effectually  against  this 
evil,  be  not  made  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  the  collision  of 
jurisdiction  will  be  productive  of  the  most  alarming 
consequences.  Already  has  it  been  the  cause  of  much 
oppression  to  our  citizens  in  the  western  parts  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  very  much  impeded*  the  settlement  and 
improvement  of  that  country. 

The  orders  issued,  and  all  other  papers,  connected 
with  this  case,  and  which  are  believed  in  any  way  nec- 
essary to  its  more  perfect  elucidation,  will  form  the 
subject  of  a  future  message. 

The  militia  of  our  state  presents  a  noble  phalanx 
of  one  hundred  thousand  freemen,  animated  by  the 
love  of  country.  They  would,  in  the  hour  of  trial, 
prove  themselves  to  be  inspired  by  the  heroic  spirit 
of  their  fathers.     Every  motive  which  nerves  the  arm 
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of  virtue,  combines  to  make  them  invincible.  The 
sovereigns  and  proprietors  of  a  fertile  and  widely  ex- 
tended country;  in  the  enjoyment  of  political,  civil,  and 
religious  freedom — the  sons  of  virtuous  old  age,  and  the 
fathers  of  hopeful  offspring — all  that  can  interest  and 
invigorate  the  human  heart,  unite  to  make  our  militia 
the  pride  and  bulwark  of  their  country.  We  owe  it  to 
ourselves,  to  our  children,  and  to  humanity,  not  to  neg- 
kct  an}^  means  to  enable  our  militia  to  defend  and  pre- 
serve those  sublime  deposits  which  are  committed  to 
their  care.  To  them  we  must  look,  to  them  the  en- 
lightened world  must  look,  as  the  guardians  of  all  those 
improvements  in  political  science,  which  the  new  world 
has  put  into  operation,  and  which  she  values  as  the 
most  precious  gifts  to  posterity  and  to  mankind. 

But  their  courage  and  their  patriotism  will  be  inef- 
ficient, without  the  aid  of  arms  and  discipline.  To 
the  legislature  it  is  submitted  to  devise  means  to  fur- 
nish arms,  and  to  improve  the  discipline  of  our  militia. 
The  latter  cannot  be  done  without  they  have  good  offi- 
cers. To  encourage  our  fellow  citizens  to  accept  of 
commissions,  to  equipt  themselves  in  a  soldierly  man- 
ner, and  to  act  with  soldierly  pride,  it  is  respectfully 
si^ggested,  whether  it  would  not  be  sound  policy  to  de- 
clare, by  law,  after  the  example  of  some  of  our  sister 
states,  that  he  who  shall  faithfully  serve  the  state  for  a 
certain  number  of  years,  as  a  commissioned  militia  offi- 
cer, shall  in  future,  be  exempt  from  all  militia  duty,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  actual  service.  Should  this  suggestion 
bt  adopted  by  the  legislature,  it  will  naturally  occur, 
how  far  it  would  be  proper,  under  certain  modifications, 
to  extend  it  to  members  of  uniformed  volunteer  com- 
panies; artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry. 

In  conjunction  with  a  provision  of  this  kind,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  interests  of  the  militia  would  be  much 
promoted,  by  prohibiting  resignations,  except  in  cases 
of  disability  or  other  sufficient  cause,  to  be  determined 
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by  an  appointed  tribunal.  The  frequency  of  resigna- 
t'ons,  under  the  present  law,  tends  equally  to  increase 
expense,  and  prevent  discipline. 

The  incomplete  state  of  the  last  return  of  the  arms, 
publick  and  private,  belonging  to  the  militia,  has  in- 
duced an  attempt,  during  the  recess  of  the  General 
Assembly,  to  ascertain  more  accurately  their  number, 
kind,  and  condition.  It  is  hoped  a  prompt  attention, 
on  the  part  of  the  several  brigade-inspectors,'  to  the 
orders  of  the  adjutant-general,  will  enable  the  executive 
shortly  to  communicate  information  on  this  subject,  so 
very  necessary,  and  therefore  so  much  desired. 

The  establishment  of  convenient  places  of  deposit  for 
the  arms  which  are  the  property  of  the  commonwealth, 
the  appointment  of  regimental  armories,  with  an  ade- 
quate salary-officer,  in  whose  care  the  arms  ought  to  be, 
and  who  ought  to  give  security  for  their  complete  re- 
pair, good  order,  and  delivery,  when  occasion  may  re- 
quire; and  the  organization  of  a  general  department, 
and  some  provision  to  meet  expenses  to  which  the  funds 
of  some  regiments  are  not  adequate;  would  probably  be 
found  both  beneficial  and  economical. 

In  conformity  with  the  directions  of  a  former  legis- 
lature, the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  reported,  to  the 
last  legislature,  a  list  of  the  statute  laws  of  England 
that  are  in  force  in  Pennsylvania.  They  have  also 
slated  their  opinion,  what  part  of  those  statutes  ought 
to  be  incorporated  into  our  laws. — May  I  not  suggest 
to  you  the  propriety  of  directing  that  those  statutes  be 
printed;  so  that  having  them  before  you,  such  selec- 
tions and  alterations  might  be  made,  and  enacted  into 
laws,  as  may  be  deemed  salutary,  and  congenial  with 
the  habits  and  manners  of  the  people,  and  our  repub- 
lican institutions?  This  would  be,  as  it  would  seem,  a 
completion  of  the  object  originally  intended  to  be  ob- 
tained by  the  legislature. 
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The  code  of  our  laws  has  now  become  voluminous: 


the  numerous  alterations  in  many  o*f  our  laws  and 
supplements  to  others,  have  rendered  it  a  matter  of 
extreme  labour  and  difficulty,  to  ascertain  precisely 
what  the  law  is  on  a  particular  subject,  even  by  pro- 
fessional men;  much  more  so,  by  the  mass  of  the  people 
who  are  affected  by  them.  In  a  government  of  laws 
like  ours,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  every  man  should 
understand  the  laws  by  which  he  is  to  be  governed: 
Might  it  not,  therefore,  be  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
legislature,  to  remedy  the  evil,  and  accomplish  an  ob- 
ject so  desirable,  by  a  revision  of  all  our  statute  laws, 
and  by  collecting  and  bringing  into  view,  in  one  act,  all 
laws  on  the  same  subject? 

It  is  perhaps,  not  within  the  compass  of  the  human 
mind,  so  to  make  statute  laws,  as  to  supply  a  remedy 
for  every  invasion  of  right,  that  must  arise  from  the 
complicated  transactions  of  an  active  and  enterprizing 
people.  Yet  every  effort  ought  to  be  made,  to  leave 
as  little  as  possible,  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  any  one. — 
Might  it  not,  therefore,  be  expedient,  from  time  to  time, 
to  reduce  to  statute,  so  much,  and  such  parts,  of  the 
common  law,  as  experience  may  have  shown,  to  be 
salutary,  and  congenial  with  our  republican  govern- 
ment? 

In  one  of  our  sister  states,  I  am  informed,  a  person 
is  appointed  to  take  down  and  report  to  the  legislature, 
cases  tried  and  adjudged  in  the  supreme  court.  Thus, 
from  time  to  time,  materials  are  furnished,  which  en- 
able the  legislature  to  reduce  to  statute  form  such  parts 
of  the  common  law,  as  is  thought  salutary,  and  to  reject 
what  is  deemed  inapplicable  to  our  state  of  society,  and 
the  genius  of  our  laws. 

Uniformity' of  decision  is  also  desirable  in  jurispru- 
dence. Our  statute  laws,  either  from  ambiguity  or 
from  other  causes,  have  been  differently  construed,  by 
different  judges:    Hence,  what  is  considered  the  law  in 
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one  circuit,  is  not  so  considered  in  another. — This  evil 
might  be  remedied,  by  either  amending  the  law,  where 
il.  is  of  doubtful  construction,  or  by  sanctioning  that 
construction  which  appears  the  most  just  and  equit- 
able. 

It  is  matter  for  mutual  congratulation,  that  in  the 
judiciary  department  of  the  government,  there  is  less 
complaint  than  there  has  been  for  many  years.  The 
system  of  arbitration  appears  to  meet  the  approbation 
of  a  very  large  majority  of  the  people.  Its  magnitude 
and  novelty  put  it,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  under  the 
care  of  the  legislature.  The  law  of  last  session,  estab- 
lishing compulsory  arbitration,  has  been  extensively 
acted  upon,  and  has  proved  extensively  salutary. 

Permit  me,  in  proof  of  this  position,  to  state,  that  out 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  reports  made  under  that  law, 
and  delivered  into  the  office  of  the  prothonotary  of 
Lancaster  county,  there  have  not  been  more  than  ten 
appeals. 

The  legislature,  bringing  with  them  the  experience 
of  every  part  of  the  commonwealth,  and  publick  opin- 
ion, must  be  aware  of  the  defects  in  the  law,  and  will 
cheerfully  and  speedily  apply  the  remedies. — There  is 
one  suggestion,  applicable  to  all  our  laws  on  arbitra- 
tion, which  deserves  consideration,  as  it  is  by  many 
thought  it  would  tend  to  perpetuate  the  system,  and 
establish  justice,  by  enacting  that  the  award  of  arbitra- 
tors shall,  on  appeal,  be  equal  in  effect,  and  as  much  a 
lien  upon  the  real  estate  of  the  party  against  whom  it 
shall  be  given,  as  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  criminal  code  of  Pennsylvania,  justly  celebrated 
for  its  mildness  and  efficiency;  yet  authorizes  the 
punishment  of  death.  The  happy  effects  which  are 
acknowledged  to  have  resulted,  from  the  abolition  of 
publick  and  shameful  punishments,  would  warrant  an 
experiment  to  ascertain,  how  far  the  abolition  of  the 
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punishment  of  death  would  be  attended  with  like  bene- 
ficial consequences  to  society. 

The  habits,  manners,  and  religious  opinions,  of  a 
very  respectable  number  of  our  citizens,  make  them 
recoil  from  being  in  any  wise  instrumental  in  bringing 
to  the  bar  of  justice,  testifying  against,  or  convicting 
a  fellow-being;  when  they  know  that  the  consequence 
of  that  conviction  is  to  be,  the  death  of  the  offender. 
These  considerations  multiply  very  much  the  chances 
of  escaping,  after  the  perpetration  of  the  most  cold- 
blooded, malicious,  and  unprovoked  murder;  and  act, 
therefore,  rather  as  incentives  to  provoke,  than  as  curbs 
to  restrain,  the  most  ferocious  passions  of  the  human 
heart. 

Whether  the  substitution  of  imprisonment  during 
life,  or  any  other  punishment  would  be  productive  of 
less  evil  to  society,  than  the  punishment  of  death,  is 
a  question  meriting  the  attention  of  humane  and  en- 
lightened legislators,  though,  on  the  one  hand,  both 
opinion  and  feeling  prompt  a  hope  for  an  amelioration 
of  our  penal  code,  so  far  as  respects  the  punishment  of 
death;  for,  of  all  duties  which  becomes  the  executive 
to  perform,  I  can,  from  experience  say,  that  that  of  an- 
nouncing to  a  fellow-being,  the  day,  the  hour,  on  which 
he  shall  cease  to  exist,  is  the  most  painful  and  dis- 
tressing: Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  I  conceive  it  my  duty 
to  suggest  the  necessity  of  revising  the  laws  for  the 
suppression  of  vice  and  immorality,  and  strengthening 
the  arm  of  the  magistrate. 

The  seat  of  government  has,  of  late  years,  repeatedly 
exhibited,  at  publick  races,  scenes  of  dissipation,  idle- 
ness, disorder,  and  almost  every  species  of  vice,  highly 
dishonorable,  and  radically  destructive  to  the  morals 
of  the  citizens.  Your  wisdom  will  provide  an  appro- 
priate remedy. 

Moral  virtue  consists  in  a  knowledge  of  duty,  and 
a  conformity  of  will  and  action  to    that    knowledge. 
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Political  virtue,  in  a  republick,  bottomed  on  moral  rec- 
titude, consists  in  a  love  of  the  republick  and  esteem 
for  its  institutions.  Hence  the  immense  importance 
of  a  system  of  education.  Can  a  man  be  morally  or 
politically  virtuous,  who  is  ignorant  of  the  value  of  the 
first,  and  understands  not  the  principles  of,  nor  knows 
the  duties  which  the  latter  enjoins? 

To  establish,  therefore,  a  system  of  education,  cal- 
culated to  diffuse  general  instruction,  is  at  once  of 
primary  importance,  in  both  a  moral  and  political  point 
of  view;  affording  the  strongest  bulwarks  against  the 
subversion  of  good  morals,  and  sound  political  prin- 
ciples. The  importance  of  education  is  still  more  en- 
hanced, by  the  consideration  that,  in  a  republican  or 
representative  government,  every  citizen  may  be  called 
upon  to  assist  in  the  enaction,  or  execution,  of  the  laws 
of  his  country;  and  will  hence  necessarily  engage  your 
attention. 

Such  has  been  the  press  of  business  in  the  land-offi- 
ces, during  the  recess  of  the  legislature,  that  notwith- 
standing the  most  indefatigable  attention,  and  exer- 
tions of  the  officers,  even  that  portion  of  the  business, 
preparatory  to  making  out  the  patents,  could  scarcely 
be  transacted,  and  not  without  unavoidable  inconveni- 
ence to  the  applicants.  Much  of  the  business  which 
was  commenced,  before  the  first  day  of  September,  re- 
mains yet  in  an  unfinished  state.  Many  were  ignorant 
of  the  law;  and  therefore  could  not  comply  with  its 
provisic  ns.  Some,  who  applied,  were  prevented  fiom 
embracing  its  advantages,  for  want  of  vouchers  which 
ought  to  have  been  filed  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor- 
general. 

For  these  reasons,  and  because,  if  all  had  applied 
whose  interest  it  was  to  avail  themselves  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  law,  experience  convinces,  that  two-thirds, 
perhaps  more,  of  them  must  have  been  disappointed; 
I  would  submit  to  the  legislature  the  propriety  of  a 
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further  extension  of  the  time  of  patenting  lands ;  for  the 
benefit  of,  as  well  those  who  had  the  disposition  to 
comply  with  its  requsitions,  but  were  prevented  by  any 
of  the  causes  aforesaid,  as  of  those  who  may  have  the 
disposition  to  patent  their  land  in  a  reasonable  time. 

A  provision  also,  authorizing  the  receipt,  by  the 
state-treasurer,  of  the  principal  and  interest  due  by 
mortgagors,  at  any  time  after  the  execution  of  the 
mortgage,  when  a  tender  may  be  made,  would  prove 
beneficial  to  the  state,  and  very  agreeable  to  many, 
who  were  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  the  disagree- 
able expedient  of  mortgaging  their  lands  to  the  state. 

Permit  me  to  bring  to  your  notice  one  other  subject. 
The  charter  of  the  Pennsylvania  bank,  will  expire  in 
about  three  years.  As  the  state  has  a  large  interest 
in  that  institution,  it  cannot  be  deemed  premature  for 
the  legislature  to  turn  their  attention  thereto.  It  is 
also  of  importance  to  the  private  stockholders  to  know, 
some  time  previously  to  the  expiration  of  the  charter, 
the  intention  of  the  legislature  on  that  subject. 

In  discharge  of  duties  enjoined  on  the  executive, 
there  has  been  vested,  under  the  act  of  the  fourth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  and  the 
first  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  a 
sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  in 
stock  of  the  Philadelphia  bank,  at  par;  which  fills  the 
subscription  to  which  the  state  was  entitled,  in  that 
institution.  Under  the  act  of  the  fourth  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  stock  of  various 
descriptions  was  purchased,  to  the  amount  of  forty-six 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine  dollars,  and  seventy- 
one  cents;  and,  agreeably  to  the  act,  entitled,  "An  act 
for  the  improvement  of  the  state,"  I  have  subscribed  for 
six  hundred  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  Centre  turnpike 
company,  and  have  paid  on  account  thereof  twelve 
thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars;  that 
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being  the  proportioned  sum  to  the  extent  of  the  road 
finished  and  licensed. 

The  department  of  accounts  will  exhibit  to  jou  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  our  finances;  from  which  jou  will 
perceive,  that  thej  are  more  than  adequate  to  the  ex- 
Iienses  of  the  current  year.  The  act  for  encouraging 
the  patenting  of  lands,  has  brought  into  the  treasury, 
two  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  five  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents,  since  the  eleventh 
day  of  May  last.  A  large  sum  is  yet  to  be  derived  from 
that  source;  but,  as  that  must  annually  diminish,  it 
might  be  prudent  to  vest,  in  productive  funds,  the  sur- 
plus that  remains  after  the  appropriations  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  current  year,  and  for  necessary  im- 
provements, are  made. 

By  prudence  and  economy,  not  inconsistent  with 
a  liberal  policy,  a  permanent  annual  revenue  may  be 
insured,  adequate  to  all  the  ordinary  expenses  of  gov- 
ernment, and  every  needful  internal  improvement,  with- 
out imposing  any  taxes  on  the  people,  for  those  pur- 
poses. 

In  the  execution  of  the  various  and  important  trusts 
committed  to  the  legislature,  I  promise  a  faithful  co- 
operation in  all  measures  promotive  of  the  publick 
good. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Lancaster,  December  7, 1809. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  certain  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  REQUEST  OF  HIS 
excellency,  Joseph  Bloomfield,  esquire,  governor 
of  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  I  herewith  transmit  a 
copy  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  entitled 
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"An  act  suplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  An  act  to 
regulate  the  fisheries  in  the  river  Delaware,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  together  with  a  copy  of  his  excel- 
lency's letter. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  December  11,  1809. 

Letter  Accompanying  the  Message. 

State  of  New  Jersey, 
Trenton,  6th  December,  1809. 
Sir: 

Conformably  to  the  directions  of  the  legislature  of 
the  state  of  New  Jersey,  I  herewith  transmit  an  attested 
copy  of  a  law,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  fisheries  in  the  river 
Delaware,  and  for  other  purposes;'  "  passed  November 
the  twenty-sixth,  on6  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eight;  and  which  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  lay 
before  the  legislature  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  excellency's 

Most  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     Joseph  Bloomfield. 
His  excellency, 

Governor  Snyder. 


^To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  proposing  an  altera- 
tion to  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

AGREEABLY  TO  A  REQUEST  CONTAINED  IN  A 
letter  from  his  excellency,  C.  Gore,  esquire,  gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts,  I  herewith  transmit  a 
copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  pr'o- 
44— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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posing  an  alteration  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States;  together  with  a  copy  of  his  excellency's  letter. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  December  12,  1809. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
"In  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  16, 1809. 

"Resolved,  That  the  senators  of  this  commonwealth, 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  instructed,  and 
the  representatives  thereof  requested,  to  use  their  best 
endeavours  to  cause  the  following  article  to  be  pro- 
posed, by  the  two  houses  of  Congress,  to  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  several  states,  as  an  amendment  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  is  to  say:  No 
law  shall  be  enacted  for  laying  an  embargo,  or  for  pro- 
hibiting or  suspending  commerce  for  a  longer  period, 
than  until  the  expiration  of  thirty  days  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  of  congress  next  succeeding 
that  session  in  which  such  laws  shall  have  been  en- 
acted. 

"Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  his  excellency,  the  gov- 
ornor,  be  requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  the  senators 
and  representatives,  from  this  commonwealth  in  con- 
gress, an  attested  copy  of  this  resolution. 

"And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  his  excellently,  the 
governor,  be  requested  to  inform  the  chief  magistrates, 
of  the  several  states  in  the  union,  of  the  doings  of  this 
legislature  respecting  the  subject,  and  request  them 
to  communicate  the  same  to  the  legislatures  of  th*^ 
several  states. 

"Boston,  June  21,  1809. 
"Sir: 

"In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  legislature 
of  this  commonwealth,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
3;Qur  excellency,  herewith  enclosed,  a  copy  of  their 
resolution  proposing  an  amendment  of  the  constitution 
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of  the  United  States,  with  a  desire,  that  the  same  may 
be  communicated  to  the  legislature  of  your  state. 
"I  am,  Sir, 

'^With  perfect  respect, 
^'Your  excellency's 

"Very  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     C.  Gore. 
^'His  excellency,  the  governor  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania." 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  the  documents  relative 
to  the  case  of  Gideon  Olmstead  and  others  vs.  the 
executrixes  of  David  Rittenhouse. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

FOR  THE  FURTHER    INFORMATION  OF    THE 
members  of  the  legislature,  I  lierewith  transmit 
copies  of  all  the  documents  relative  to  the  case  of 
Gideon  Olmstead  and    others,  vs.  the    executrices  of 
David  Rittenhouse,  esquire,  deceased,  except  such  as 
already  appear  on  their  Journal. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  December  16, 1809. 

Documents  Referred  to  in  the  Message. 

Philadelphia,  February  24,  1809. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  note  I  have 
received  to-day  from  Mr.  Ingersoll,  who  has  just  re- 
turned from  Washington.  You  will  perceive,  that  it 
relates  to  the  case,  which  is  the  subject  of  the  act  of 
the  second  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
three,  and  which  is  now  brought  to  a  point,  where  the 
interposition  of  the  state  becomes  necessary  "to  protect 
the  persons  and  property  of  Elizabeth  Sergeant  and 
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Esther  Waters  from  the  process  of  a  federal  court." 
On  their  behalf,  and  by  their  request,  I  make  this  com- 
munication; confident  that  jour  excellency  will  take  the 
proper  steps  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  and  secure  them  from  the  danger,  to  which  they 
are  exposed  by  obeying  its  "requisitions." 
With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  excellency's  humble  servant, 

[Signed]     John  Sergeant. 
The  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Dear  Sir: 

The  supreme  court  has  ordered  that  a  preemptory 
mandamus  issue  in  the  suit  of  Gideon  Olmstead  and 
others  vs.  Mrs.  Sergeant  and  Mrs.  Waters,  executrices 
of  Mr.  Rittenhouse. 

I  presume  immediate  application  will  be  made  to 
judge  Peters,  for  an  execution  against  the  persons  and 
effects  of  Mrs.  Sei^eant  and  Mrs.  Waters,  or  rather, 
as  it  is  an  admiralty  proceeding,  an  attachment  against 
their  persons  will  be  the  compulsory  process  adopted 
on  the  occasion.  1  saw  the  plaintiff  at  the  court  in 
Washington,  on  Monday  last,  and  he  may  be  expected 
to  arrive  here  this  day  with  the  mandate  from  the  su- 
preme court. 

The  business  is  now  brought  to  a  crisis.  The  state 
is  bound  not  only  to  indemnify,  but  to  interpose  between 
the  defendants,  and  the  execution  or  attachment:  Im- 
mediate notice  should  be  given  to  the  governor.  As 
the  legislature  is  now  in  session,  no  time  ought  to  be 
lost  in  taking  measures  to  preserve  the  faith  of  the 
state,  upon  the  pledge  of  which,  the  property  in  ques- 
tion was  delivered  to  the  governor. 
Sincerely  your's, 

[Signed]     Jared  Ingersoll. 
February  24,  1809. 

John  Sergeant,  Esq. 
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Philadelphia,  March  24,  1809. 
Sir: 

Od  my  arrival  in  the  city,  I  discovered  a  writ  would 
issue  against  Mrs.  Sergeant  and  Mrs.  Waters,  this  day 
(which  has  issued)" in  consequence  of  which  it  became 
my  duty  to  call  into  service  a  part  of  the  legion  for  their 
protection;  consisting  of  two  non-commissioned  officers 
and  twelve  privates — which  of  course  will  be  relieved 
daily,  until  further  orders  from  the  executive.  As  no 
provision  has  been  made  by  law,  for  providing  for 
those  troops,  it  would  be  necessary  that  you  point  out 
some  mode,  by  which  I  may  proceed  for  their  support — 
For  further  particulars  I  refer  you  to  the  bearer,  Mr. 
Walter  Franklin,  requesting  your  answer  on  the  sub- 
ject as  speedy  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 
[Signed]     Michl.  Bright,  Brigadier  Gen'l. 

Nathaniel  B.  Boileau,  Esq., 
Secretary  of  the  commonwealth. 

Philadelphia,  March  25,  1809. 
Dear  Sir: 

When  I  wrote  to  you  last  evening,  I  had  no  idea, 
the  marshal  would  have  attempted  to  execute  his  writ; 
but  this  day  he  came  with  his  officers  in  due  form,  which 
was  resisted  by  the  guard,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
This  subject  has  created  much  alarm  in  this  city;  ow- 
ing to  misinformation.  There  has  been  much  interest 
made  here  by  a  particular  sect,  to  prejudice  the  minds 
of  the  people  against  the  measure — I  am  sorry  to  say, 
that  it  has  too  much  prevailed. — There  has,  in  consequ- 
ence thereof,  several  companies  absolutely  refused  to 
serve  their  tour  of  duty;  a  due  return  of  which  you  will 
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receive.  In  fact,  it  has  been  with  the  utmost  diflSculty 
I  could  get  men  to  serve.  Knowing,  as  you  well  must, 
the  unprepared  state  of  our  militia.  I  have  issued  my 
orders  this  day  to  colonel  John  Steele,  for  the  purpose 
of  enforcing  your  orders;  but  have  my  doubts  whether 
he  will  be  able  to  command  a  competent  force  to  answer 
our  purpose:  Our  situation  is  delicate — The  marshall 
has  noted  our  men,  with  a  determination  to  have  them 
indicted  for  high  treason,  as  well  as  myself.  Where 
the  business  will  end,  I  know  not,  but,  disagreeable  as 
the  service  is  to  me,  I  shall  at  all  times  be  ready  to  exe- 
cute any  orders,  which  I  may  receive  on  this  subject, 
relying  on  the  support  of  the  executive  of  this  state. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
[Signed]     Michl.  Bright,  Brig.  G>n. 
Nathaniel  B,  Boileau,  esq. 

Secretary's  Othce,  March  29.  1809. 
Sir: 

The  governor  directs  me  to  express  to  you,  his  full 
and  high  approbation  of  your  conduct,  and  the  gr^at 
satisfaction  he  feels  in  having  appointed  a  man,  who 
has  so  ably  executed  the  orders  which  he  has  given, 
and  that  he  relies  with  confidence  on  your  future  ex- 
ertions to  support  the  rights  of  the  state  to  the  utmost 
of  your  power,  under  circumstances  so  unpleasant  and 
embarrassing — I  am  further  instructed  to  assure  you, 
and  those  under  your  command,  that  nothing  in  his 
power  shall  be  wanting  to  remunerate  you  and  them, 
for  your  services,  and  a  complete  indemnification  for 
all  expenses  which  may  occur.  By  his  order,  I  enclose 
you  a  check  for  one  thousand  dollars,  on  account,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  guards,  that  you  have  em- 
ployed, and  that  further  remittances  will  be  made  as 
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exigencies  may  require.  He  conceives,  that  the  ori- 
ginal orders  you  have  received,  are  sufficient  to  justify 
you,  in  taking  any  measure  3  ou  may  conceive  necessary 
and  expedient  to  protect  the  ladies  from  arrest,  until  he 
receives  an  answer  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  hourly  expected. 
I  am  sir,  with  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec"ry. 
General  Michael  Bright. 

Philadelphia,  March  31,  1809. 
Sir: 

Your's  of  the  twenty-ninth  instant,  came  safe  to 
hand,  by  which  I  am  happy  to  find  the  governor  is 
pleased  with  my  conduct  in  the  execution  of  his  orders 
committed  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  Elizabeth  Sergeant  and  Esther 
Waters.  But,  the  subject  has  caused  much  sensation 
in  this  city,  owing  to  a  certain  class  of  people,  who  are 
endeavouring  to  draw  the  citizens  from  the  cause.  In 
my  last,  I  informed  you  of  several  companies  of  the 
legion  having  actually  refused  to  obey  my  orders;  in 
consequence  of  which,  it  is  with  difficulty  we  can  get  a 
sufficient  number  of  troops  to  relieve;  owing  to  many 
of  the  members  of  the  legion  being  naturalized  citizens, 
who  are  led  to  believe,  that  the  oath  by  them  taken, 
was  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  that  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  A  list  of 
whose  names  will  be  forwaded  in  due  time,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  governor. 

I  have  just  learned  from  good  authority,  that  the 
marshal  is  serving  summonses  on  the  citizens  of  this 
state,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  posse  to  assist  him  in 
the  execution  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  that  it  is 
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his  determination  to  make  another  attempt,  but  we 
shall  be  on  the  alert  to  resist  him.  If  unpleasant  cir- 
cumstances occur,  it  will  rest  with  him. 

Mrs.  Sergeant  and  Mrs.  Waters  have  become  tired 
of  their  confinement,  and  have  expressed,  that  they 
will  not  bear  it  any  longer,  let  the  consequence  be  what 
it  may. 

Should  any  thing  new  occur,  I  shall  immediately  in- 
form you  of  it;  and  believe  me  ever  ready  to  execute 
the  orders  of  the  governor. 
I  am  with  respect. 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

[Signed]     Michael  Bright. 
Nathaniel  B.  Boileau,  esq. 

Philadelphia,  April  5,  1809. 
Sir: 

The  daughters  and  representatives  of  Mr.  Ritten- 
house  have,  with  respectful,  but  anxious,  silence,  at- 
tended to  the  proceedings  of  the  executive  and  legisla- 
tive departments  of  the  government  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  hopes  of  a  result  that  would  effectually  afford  the 
promised  indemnity  and  protection,  for  their  compli- 
ance with  the  terms  of  the  act  of  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three.  Till  this  day,  they  have  seen  noth- 
ing but  measures  which  made  them  prisoners  in  their 
own  houses,  under  a  military  guard;  which  have  ex- 
cited (though  surely  without  design)  disorder  and  tu- 
mult in  their  neighbourhood;  and  which  have  exposed 
them  to  personal  mortifications,  more  severe  than  any 
thing  that  a  second  payment  of  the  sum  in  dispute,  or  a 
submission  to  the  process  of  the  marshal  could  have 
inflicted.  It  was  their  sense  of  the  legislative  engage- 
ment, when  they  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  act  of 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  that  whatever 
conflict  might  arise  on  the  question  of  right,  between 
the  state  and  the  union,  they  should  be  indemnified 
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as  a  point  of  honor,  from  every  pecuniary  responsibility 
or  personal  suffering. 

Under  the  impression  of  these  sentiments,  it  is  some 
consolation  for  the  family  of  Mr.  Rittenhouse,  at  last 
to  see,  that  a  provision  has  been  made  by  the  legisla- 
ture, which  authorizes,  sir,  "to  carry  into  effect,  all  and 
"every  engagement  of  the  commonwealth  touching  the 
"premises,  in  such  manner  as  may  appear  to  you  to  be 
"advisable,  just  and  proper."  It  is  an  engagement  of 
the  commonwealth,  that  the  representatives  of  Mr.  Rit- 
tenhouse, and  their  property  shall  be  protected;  or,  in 
other  words,  that  they  shall  be  indemnified,  for  a  com- 
pliance with  the  act  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  three.  And  it  is  now  submitted,  at  their  request, 
to  your  candor,  whether  it  can  be  deemed  advisable, 
just  and  proper,  nay  possible,  to  carry  into  effect  that 
engagement,  in  a  manner,  which  shall  expose  them  to 
imprisonment,  riot,  affliction  and  alarm. 

The  daughters  of  Mr.  Rittenhouse  mean  not  to  im- 
pair, nor  to  question  the  rights  of  the  state,  in  making 
this  representation;  but  they  mean  respectfully  to  as- 
sert their  own  right  to  a  fair  a  perfect  protection,  in 
liberty  and  property,  under  the  faith  of  the  legislative 
promise.  The  state,  they  are  confident,  possesses  other 
means  to  assert  and  maintain  its  own  rights,  than  by 
making  them  the  victims  of  the  contest. 

On  behalf,  therefore,  of  the  representatives  of  Mr. 
Rittenhouse,  permit  me,  sir,  to  entreat  an  early  execu- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  by  carrying 
into  effect  the  engagement  of  the  commonwealth  with 
them,  in  such  manner  as  may  appear  to  you  to  be  ad- 
visable, just  and  proper. 
With  great  respect, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  excellency's  humble  servant, 

[Signed]     John  Sergeant. 
The  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Lancaster,  April  7,  1809. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Sir: 

In  discharge  of  a  legislative  injunction,  I  transmit 
to  you  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly,  on  the 
long  litigated  case  of  Gideon  Olmstead  and  others, 
versus  Elizabeth  Sergeant  and  Esther  Waters,  ex- 
ecutrices  of  David  Rittenhouse,  deceased,  late  treas- 
urer of  Pennsylvania — Believing  it  will  tend  to  a  more 
perfect  understanding  of  the  subject,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  enclosing  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly, 
relative  thereto,  and  also  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  two 
other  acts,  passed  the  first  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  one,  and  the  second  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three. 

While  I  deeply  deplore  the  circumstance  which  has 
led  to  this  correspondence,  I  am  consoled  with  the 
pleasing  idea  that  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  union  is 
confided  to  a  man,  who  merits,  and  w'ho  possesses  so 
great  a  portion  of  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  a  vast 
majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States — who  is 
so  intimately  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  the 
federal  constitution — and  who  is  no  less  disposed  to 
protect  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  sev- 
eral states,  as  guaranteed  to  them,  than  to  defend  the 
rights  and  legitimate  powers  of  the  general  govern- 
ment— who  will  justly  discriminate  between  the  oppo- 
sition to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  resisting  the  decree  of  a  judge,  founded,  as  it 
is  conceived,  in  an  usurpation  of  power  and  jurisdic- 
tion, not  delegated  to  him  by  either,  and  who  is  equally 
solicitious  with  myself,  to  preserve  the  union  of  the 
states,  and  to  adjust  the  present  unhappy  collision  of 
the  two  governments,  in  such  a  manner  as  will  be 
equally  honorable  to  them  both. 
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Permit  me  to  add,  in  addition  to  the  act  I  have  done, 
as  chief  magistrate  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  as- 
sure you,  sir,  as  an  individual,  of  my  full  confidence  in 
the  wisdom,  justice  and  integrity  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration of  the  general  government,  and  my  fixed 
determination,  in  m^^  publick  as  well  as  my  private 
capacity  to  support  it  in  all  constitutional  measures 
U  may  adopt. 

With  the  highest  consideration, 
I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

SIMON  SNYDEK. 

Secretary's  Office,  April  7th,  1809. 
Sir: 

The  governor  has  informed  me,  that  he  received  a 
letter  from  you  last  evening,  touching  the  case  of  01m- 
stead,  and  has  instructed  me  to  inform  you,  that  al- 
though the  law  may  appear  to  vest  in  him  a  discretion- 
ary power,  he  thinks,  under  existing  circumstances,  it 
would  be  j)remature  in  him  at  this  time,  to  exercise  that 
discretion  in  the  manner  you  have  hinted  at  in  your 
letter.  The  case  has  been  communicated  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  which,  he  presumes,  will  be 
by  him  laid  before  Congress,  immediately  on  their  meet- 
ing in  May  next:  and  no  unforeseen  difficulties  hav- 
ing arisen  in  protecting  the  just  rights  of  the  state, 
since  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  he  deems  it 
inexpedient  to  take  any  other  measures  than  those  he 
has  already  adopted ;  of  the  incorrectness  of  which,  he 
is  not  yet  convinced.  While  he  feels  most  sensibly 
for  the  situation,  under  which  circumstances  have 
placed  the  ladies,  he  is  not  insensible  to  the  importance 
of  the  trust  confided  to  him,  as  the  chief  executive  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  defence  of  its  sover- 
eignty and  independence. 
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The  ladies  may  rest  assured,  the  governor  feels  no 
disposition  to  impose  any  restrictions  or  privations  on 
them,  save  such  as  he  is  compelled  to  do,  by  a  strong 
sense  of  duty. 
I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'v. 
John  Sergeant,  esq. 

Lancaster,  April  8th,  1809. 
Sir: 

I  have  just  now  had  a  conversation  with  the  gover- 
nor, and  he  has  authorized  me  to  direct  yju,  that  in 
case  M.  Bright,  or  any  of  his  men  are  arrested,  you 
should  immediately  apply  to  the  chief  justice  for  a 
habeas  corpus  to  have  him  or  them  liberated — that  you 
should  also  employ  counsel  to  assist  you,  if  you  thought 
proper — also,  that  if  the  ladie>s  were  arrested,  you 
should  immediately  make  a  similar  application  to  the 
chief  justice  in  their  behalf.  In  the  meantime,  should 
your  application  fail,  arrangements  will  be  made  to  pay 
the  money.  If  you  should  succeed,  then  it  is  hoped, 
that  the  just  rights  of  the  state  will  still  be  preserved. 
I  am,  sir, 

With  high  respect  and  esteem. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 
Walter  Franklin,  esq. 

Pennsylvania. 

Lancaster,  April  10th,  1809. 
Sir: 

I  have  it  in  charge  to  transmit  to  you  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  in  a  special  case, 
and  a  resolution  involving  a  general  principle  of  the 
deepest  interest  to  the  several  states  composing  the. 
Union,  in  their  local  sovereign  capacities,  and  proposing 
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an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  prevent  in  future  collision  of  power,  such  as  for 
thirty  years  past,  partially  disturbed  the  harmony, 
which  ought  to  subsist  between  the  general  government 
and  its  component  parts. 

Permit  me  to  join  the  legislature  in  their  wish,  that 
the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  legislature  of  Virginia, 
for  their  concurrence  and  adoption. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
With  great  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
His  excellency,  the  Governor 
of  the  state  of  Virginia. 

Note. . .  .The  foregoing  letter  is  a  copy  sent  to  each 
state  composing  the  Union. 

Lancaster,  April  11th,  1809. 
Sir: 

I  am  instructed  by  the  governor  to  authorise  you,  in- 
asmuch as  it  is  impossible  for  him  at  this  distance 
from  you,  to  give  directions  how  you  are  to  proceed  in 
every  case  that  may  arise,  and  which  may  require  dis- 
patch, to  do  in  all  cases  generally,  as  in  your  judgment 
ought  to  be  done  to  protect  the  just  rights  of  the  state, 
and  from  time  to  time  acquaint  him  of  your  proceed- 
ings. 

It  has  been  stated  to  the  governor,  that  the  marshal 
had  gotten  into  the  house  of  Mrs.  Sergeant.  It  is  sub- 
mitted to  you  to  enquire,  in  what  manner  he  got  in; 
whether  the  door  was  open  or  shut — whether  he  lifted 
the  latch,  or  turned,  or  forced  the  bolt  of  the  door — 
in  fine,  whether  his  proceedings  in  the  case  have  not 
been  such,  as  to  make  him  liable  for  a  misdemeanor.  I 
have  only  to  add,  that  the  governor  confides  in  your 
talents  and  vigilence  in  protecting  and  defending  the 
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just  riohts  of  the  state,  to  the  utmost  of  your  power. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec^ry. 
W  alter  Franklin,  esq. 
• 

Washington,  April  15th,  1809. 
Sir: 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  sixth  instant,  ac- 
companied by  certain  acts  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, which  will  be  laid  before  congress,  according  to 
the  desire  expressed. 

Considering  our  respective  relations,  to  the  subject 
of  these  communications,  it  would  be  unnecessary,  if 
not  improper,  to  enter  into  any  examinations  of  some 
of  the  questions  connected  with  it. — It  is  sufficient,  in 
the  actual  posture  of  the  case,  to  remark,  that  the  ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States,  is  not  only  unauthorized 
to  prevent  the  execution  of  a  decree  sanctioned  by  the 
supreme  'court  of  the  United  States,  but  is  expressly 
enjoined  by  statute,  to  carry  into  effect  any  such  decree, 
where  opposition  may  be  made  to  it.  It  is  a  propitious 
circumstance,  therefore,  that  whilst  no  legal  discre- 
tion lies  with  the  executive  of  the  United  States  to  de- 
cline steps,  which  might  lead  to  a  very  painful  issue. 
A  provision  has  been  made  by  the  legislative  act,  trans- 
mitted by  you,  adequate  to  a  removal  of  the  existing 
difficulty.  And  I  feel  gre^t  pleasure  in  assuring  my- 
self, that  the  authority  which  it  gives,  will  be  exercised 
in  a  spirit  corresponding  with  the  patriotick  character 
of  the  state  over  which  you  preside. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  assurances  of  my  respectful 
consideration. 

[Signed]     James  Madison. 
His  excellency  Governor  Snyder. 
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Philadelphia,  April  13,  1809. 
Dear  Sir : 

You  no  doubt  have  heard  the  turn  which  our  affairs 
have  taken.  Myself  and  the  guard  who  opposed  the 
marshal,  were  arrested  on  Friday  last,  and  compelled 
to  give  security  for  our  appearance  on  Tuesday,  when 
the  court  meet:  Mr.  Dallas  informed  me,  we  might 
withdraw  until  called  for;  since  which  the  grand  jury 
have  found  bills  against  us,  and  we  are  to  stand  trial 
on  Monday  next.  From  the  complexion  of  the  jury 
summoned  we  have  little  to  expect:  As  for  myself, 
the  event  I  disregard;  but  the  poor  fellows  implicated 
with  me,  I  feel  for,  they  being  poor,  and  have  families 
to  provide  for.  The  grand  jury  finding  bills  against  us, 
Las  damped  the  spirits  of  the  militia  of  this  district, 
owing  to  their  being  liable  to  prosecution. 

I  am  fearful  we  shall  not  be  able  to  continue  our 
guard  after  this  week,  as  the  marshall  has  issued  his 
summons  to  the  citizens  to  meet  him  on  Tuesday  next 
at  ten  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  him  to  sub- 
due the  armed  force  which  has  opposed  him  in  the  duty 
of  office — The  mode  he  has  adopted  is  much  against 
us,  as  he  has  been  particularly  careful  to  serve  the 
notices  on  the  very  persons,  on  whom  we  have  to  place 
our  whole  dependence.  His  notices  already  served 
amount  to  four  thousand,  how  many  of  which  will  obey, 
I  cannot  tell,  but  his  measures  are  well  thought  of  by 
some. — It  will  be  necessary  to  appoint  a  paymaster 
here,  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  money  to  some  of 
the  troops,  who  have  been  on  duty,  and  who  may  come 
on;  as  they  say,  they  cannot  do  duty  and  suffer  their 
families  to  starve;  they  expenses  will  be  great.  I  wish 
the  business  could  be  settled,  provided  it  could  be  done 
with  honor  to  the  state.  Mrs.  Sergeant  and  Mrs. 
Waters  say,  that  unless  the  money  is  paid  in  a  'day  or 
two,  they  are  determined  to  go  to  Lancaster,  and  there 
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wait  the  event — ^which  would  be  very  disagreeable  to 
you. 

Accept,  sir,  of  my  best  wishes  for  yourself  and 
family,  and  believe  me  sincerely, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

['Signed]     Michael  Bright. 
Simon  Snyder,  esq;. 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

P.  S.  T  have  just  received  a  note  from  General  Steele, 
stating  that  the  legion  are  tired  of  service,  and  insist 
that  the  general  militia  ought  to  take  their  part  of  duty 
— It  will  be  difficult  to  get  force  from  the  general  mi- 
litia. I  wish  you  would  write  to  General  Steele  and 
Major  Rush  on  the  subject,  requesting  them  to  inspire 
the  men. 

Evening  Report. 

Headquarters,  April  14,  1809. 

Between  the  hours  of  eight  and  nine  o'clock,  a  riot 
took  place  in  the  front  of  the  house  of  Mrs.  Sergeant; 
on  account  of  which  the  commanding  officer  of  the  de- 
tachment of  men,  (militia)  who  were  then  on  guard, 
and  finding  that  there  were  not  sufficient  for  to  silence 
the  riot,  ordered  out  the  rest,  who  were  in  the  barracks, 
for  to  proceed  and  assist  in  quelling  the  riot — after 
which  the  detachment  was  divided  into  two  divisions — 
the  first  under  the  command  of  myself,  the  second  under 
the  command  of  lieutenant  Bartling;  the  first  stationed 
in  Arch,  the  second  in  Seventh  streets. 

Note — Mr.  Sergeant  came  to  the  house  of  Mrs.  Ser- 
geant, 1  being  present — He  came  up  to  me  and  inform- 
ed me,  that  some  person  or  persons  w^ere  in  the  yard, 
immediately  after  which  1  ordered  a  file  of  men,  in  order 
to  search  the  yard — On  entering  the  yard  I  met  Mrs. 
Sergeant,  and  observed  a  lady  standing  in  a  door  which 
has  communication  to  the  yard.     The  expression  she 
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made  use  of  was,  that  "she  wished  that  the  marshal 
would  take  me  and  the  whole  of  the  guards,  and  put  us 
in  jail."  Disregarding  her  language,  I  immediately 
placed  two  sentinels  in  the  yard — a  short  time  after 
which,  a  Mr.  Sergeant  came  and  requested  that  I  would 
withdraw  the  sentinels,  pledging  at  the  same  time  his 
honor,  that  he  would  keep  close  doors,  and  let  no  one 
in,  on  account  of  which,  I  withdrew  the  centinels. 
[Signed]  Charl.  W.  Westphal, 
Adjutant,  2oth  regiment,  Pennsylvania  militia. 

Morning  Report. 

Headquarters,  April  15,  1809. 
From  the  time  the  reveille  was  beat,  twenty  minutes 
past  four,  nothing  of  consequence  occurred;  about  half 
past  six  information  was  received  by  Mr.  Sergeant,  that 
the  marshal  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  had  entered  the  house  of  Mrs.  Sergeant, 
by  a  communication  from  Cherry  alley. 

[Signed]     Charl.  W.  Westphal, 
Adjutant,  25th  regiment,  Pennsylvania  militia. 

♦       Philadelphia,  April  15,  1809. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  after  several 
ineffectual  attempts,  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Pennsylvania  at  length  succeeded  this  morning  in 
gaining  admittance  into  the  house  of  Mrs.  Sergeant, 
and  arresting  her,  under  the  process  issued  from  the 
district  court,*  at  the  suit  of  Gideon  Olmstead  and 
others.  Mrs.  Sergeant  is,  in  consequence  of  this  ar- 
rest, now  in  the  custody  of  the  marshal. 

I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  apprising  your  ex- 
cellency of  this  occurrence,  that  you  may  take  such 
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measures,  as  may  seem  advisable  and  just  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  state,  and  the  relief  of  the  individuals. 
With  great  respect, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  excellency's  humble  servant, 

[Signed]     John  Sergeant. 
The  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Philadelphia,  April  15,  1809. 
Dear  Sir: 

Be  pleased  to  inform  the  governor,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  arrest  of  Mrs.  Sergeant,  an  application 
has  been  made  for  a  habeas  corpus,  which  we  expect 
will  be  returnable  on  Monday  morning  at  nine  o'clock, 
before  the  chief  justice — You  may  rely  on  my  best  ex- 
ertions to  obtain  a  favourable  result. 

I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  occurrence  will 
justify  the  governor  in  ordering  the  guard  to  be  with- 
drawn, and  in  case  of  an  unfavorable  decision,  in  pay- 
ing the  mone}' .  The  order  for  calling  out  the  posse  is 
withdrawn. 

Your's  respectfully,  in  haste. 

[Signed]     W.   Franklin. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  esq. 

Head  Quarters, 
Lancaster,  April  16,  1809. 
Sir: 

Having  been  authentically  informed,  that  the  mar- 
shal of  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  has  found  means 
to  serve  the  process  awarded  by  the  district  court,  upon 
Mrs.  Sergeant,  one  of  the  executrices  of  David  Ritten- 
house,  deceased,  formerly  state  treasurer  of  the  com- 
monwealth: I  therefore  direct  you,  to  withdraw  the 
guard,  heretofore  ordered  by  me  for  the  protection  of 
the  persons  and  property  of  the  said  executrices — and 
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that  you  furnish  your  muster  and  pay -rolls  as  soon  as 
possible  for  adjustment. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
To  General  M.  Bright. 

Secretary's  Office,  April  17,  1809. 
Sir: 

The  marshal  having  arrested  Mrs.  Sergeant,  I  am 
directed  by  the  governor  to  instruct  you,  that  in  case 
you  fail  in  liberating  the  executrices  by  habeas  corpus, 
which  you  have  been  directed  to  apply  for,  to  the  chief 
justice  of  the  commonwealth;  that  you  are  authorized 
by  him  to  give  such  assurances,  as  may  be  required, 
that  as  soon  as  the  demand  against  the  executrices  of 
David  Rittenhouse,  late  state  treasurer,  deceased,  is 
legally  ascertained,  that  he  will  discharge  the  same. 
[Signed]  N.  B.  Boileau,  Secretary. 
Walter  Franklin,  esq. 

Lancaster,  April  23,  1809. 
Sir: 

That  one  of  the  marshal's  officers  should  be  con- 
tinued in  the  house  of  Mrs.  Sergeant,  for  the  safekeep- 
ing of  her  person,  after  the  assurance  given  by  the 
secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  that  the  money  should 
be  paid,  so  soon  as  the  amount  decreed  to  be  due  to 
Gideon  Olmstead  was  ascertained,  is  matter  of  surprize 
and  deep  regret  to  me.  I  would  ask,  is  it  fair  to  doubt 
my  candor  on  a  point  involving  the  honor  of  the  state? 

No  specific  directions  relative  to  the  duties  imposed 
on  me  by  the  act  of  the  fourth  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  being  given  for  my  guide — the 
account  must  therefore  be  settled  in  the  usual  manner 
by  the  accountant  officers,  before  a  warrant  can  issue 
for  the  money — this  requires  some  time,  and  the  unex- 
pected absence  of  the  comptroller  general,  (of  which 
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I  am  just  informed,)  may  cause  an  additional  delay. 
Mr.  Findlay  is  also  absent,  but  he  returns  on  Wednes- 
day. If  no  unforseen  difficulty  arises,  the  business 
can  be  concluded  before  the  end  of  the  week.  Anxious 
to  bring  this  unpleasant  business  to  a  close,  I  shall,  as 
soon  as  the  warrant  is  made  out,  send  it  by  a  trusty 
person  to  Philadelphia,  to  be  endorsed  by  Mrs.  Ser- 
geant and  Mrs.  Waters,  as  a  voucher  for  the  treasurer, 
and  on  delivering  up  the  bond  given  by  my  predeces- 
sor, with  a  full  acquittance  thereon,  signed  by  the 
ladies  as  a  voucher  for  me,  the  money  will  be  paid. 
In  the  meantime  I  hope  the  restraint  on  Mrs.  Sergeant 
will  be  removed.  I  think  this  mode  preferable,  to 
asking  the  ladies  to  send  a  duly  authorized  agent  to 
this  place,  which  has  been  suggested;  it  will  save  them 
trouble  and  expedite  the  business. 

If  any  difficulty  should  arise  with  the  accountant  of- 
ficers respecting  the  commissions  charged  in  the  bill 
of  costs,  which  I  cannot  perfectly  understand,  I  hope 
that  may  not  prove  an  obstacle  to  relieving  the  ladies. 
It  is  not  ascertained  that  there  will  be  any  difficulty 
about  that  item,  for  I  have  not  seen  them. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
W.  Franklin. 

Lancaster,  24th  April,  1809. 
Dear  Sir: 

The  account  you  sent  me,  not  being  legally  authen- 
ticated, and  no  copy  of  the  judgment  rendered,  in  the 
case  of  Olmstead  being  furnished,  formed  an  objec- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  accountant  officers  to  passing 
the  account  in  the  usual  manner. 
.  To  procure  authentic  vouchers  would  cause  delay, 
and  protract  the  release  of  Mrs.  Sergeant  from  unmerit- 
ed personal  suffering.  To  remove  all  pretext  for  its 
longer  continuance,  I  have  drawn  an  order  for  fourteen 
thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars  and 
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seventy-five  cents — that  being  the  amount  of  principal 
and  interest  adjudged  to  be  due  Olmstead,  including 
two  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  for  costs  and  commissions. 

Mr.  M'Elwee,  whom  I  send  for  the  purpose,  takes 
with  him  the  warrant,  and  will  see  that  it  is  endorsed 
by  the  ladies;  he  takes  with  him  also  the  treasurer's 
check  for  the  money.  On  the  subject  of  the  bond  of 
indemnity,  I  have  written  to  you  by  last  mail.  You 
will  see  the  necessity  of  that  instrument's  being  de- 
livered up,  with  a  full  acquittance  endorsed  thereon, 
signed  by  the  ladies,  before  the  money  is  paid..  You 
will  also  perceive  the  necessity  of  a  copy  of  the  decree 
favouring  Olmstead,  and  an  account  of  the  sum  due, 
and  bill  of  costs  being  forwarded,  all  duly  authen- 
ticated. These  vouchers  are  absolutely  necessary. 
Sincerely  year's,  &c., 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Walter  Franklin,  esq., 

Attorney-general. 

Philadelphia,  26th  April,  1809. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  received  your  excellency's  favor  of  the  twenty- 
fourth  by  M'Elwee,  yesterday  afternoon,  and  a  few 
minutes  after,  the  post-man  presented  me  that  of  the 
twenty-third  instant. 

I  felt  much  mortified  that  the  marshal  should  con- 
tinue an  officer  in  the  house  of  Mrs.  Sergeant,  after  the 
assurance  which  I  made  to  him  by  your  authority,  and 
he  then  expressed  his  intention  to  remove  him  imme- 
diately. But,  I  believe,  he  was  afterwards  deterred 
from  carrying  this  intention  into  effect,  by  the  conduct 
of  Lewis.  The  officer,  however,  was  one  of  the  family 
of  Mrs.  Sergeant,  specially  deputed;  she  therefore 
could  not  sustain  much  inconvenience  from  the  circum- 
stance. 
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In  obedience  to  your  excellency's  directions,  I  called 
last  evening  with  M'Elwee  on  Mrs.  Sergeant,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  settlement  of  this  business,  but 
the  bond  of  indemnity  not  being  in  the  house,  the  mat- 
ter was  postponed  until  this  morning,  when  the  money 
was  paid,  and  the  bond  taken  up,  with  a  release  pro- 
perly endorsed,  and  is  now  enclosed.  I  have  called  on 
the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing an  authenticated  copy  of  the  decree,  pix)cess,  &c. 
He  informs  that  he  will  make  them  out,  as  soon  as  he 
can;  but  that  it  will  take  two  or  three  days.  I  hope  to 
have  them  ready  by  the  time  Mr.  Boileau  arrives,  and 
will  send  them  on  by  him.  I  have  sent  your  excellency 
a  pamphlet,  containing  the  proceedings  on  the  habeas 
corpus,  before  chief  justice  Tilghman.  It  contains  as 
accurate  an  acount  of  the  argument,  &c.  as  could  be 
taken  without  assistance  of  short-hand  writing.  The 
trial  of  general  Bright,  and  his  associates  is  fixed  for 
Friday  next. 

With  sentiments  of  the  most  sincere  attachment, 
I  remain  your  excellency's  friend  and  servant, 
[Signed]     W.  Franklin. 
His  excellency  Simon  Snyder,  esq. 

In  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  in  and  for 
the  district  of  Pennsylvania: 

Gideon  Olmstead,  Artimus  White,  Aquilla  Rumsdale, 

and  David  Clarke, 

versus 
Elizabeth  Sergeant  and  Esther  Waters,  surviving  exe- 

cutrices  of  David  Rittenh-ouse,  esquire,  deceased. 

I  acknowledge  that  the  libellants  have  received  sat- 
isfaction of  this  decree  by  payment  of  the  amount  and 
of  the  costs  of  court. 

[Signed]     Richard  Peters,  iun. 
For  the  libellants — November  24th,  1809. 
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N.  B. — Eight  to  claim  costs  of  summoning  the  posse 
by  the  marshal  not  waived. 

[Signed]     Richard  Peters,  jim. 

United  States,  District  of  Pennsylvania,  set.: 

I  ('ERTIFY  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and 
faithful  copy  of  the  entry  of  satisfaction 
made  upon  the  record  of  the  decree  of  the 
above  cause — In  testimony  whereof,  I  have 
hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed  the  seal  of 
the  said  court,  at  Philadelphia,  this  twenty-fourth  day 
of  November,  Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nine,  and  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  said  United  States. 

[Signed]     D.  Caldwell,  elk.  dist.  ct. 

In  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  in  and  for 
the  district  of  Pennsylvania: 

Gideon  Olmstead,  Artimus  White,  Aquilla  Rurasdale, 

and  David  Clarke, 

versus 
Elizabeth  Sergeant  and  Esther  Waters,  surviving  ex- 

ecutrices  of  David  Rittenhouse,  esquire,  deceased. 

By  virtue  of  the  within  writ,  I  arrested  the  body  of 
Elizabeth  Sergeant,  one  of  the  respondents,  who  paid 
into  my  hands  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents 
debt,  interest,  and  costs  in  this  case.  W^hich  debt  and 
interest,  amounting  to  fourteen  thousand  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  dollars,  I  have  paid  over  to  Gideon 
Olmstead,  for  the  libellants  in  this  case,  and  have  de- 
livered up  to  the  said  respondents  the  bond  of  indem- 
nity referred  to  in  this  writ. 
So  answers 

[Signed]     John  Smith,  marshal. 
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United  States,  District  of  Pennsylvania,  set.  *■ 

I  CERTIFY  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and 
faithful  copy  of  the  return  made  by  the 
^^^^^  marshal,  to  the  writ  of  arrest  issued  in  the 
^nx^"^  above  cause.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have 
hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and  affixed  the  seal  of 
the  said  court,  at  Philadelphia,  this  twenty-fourth  day 
of  November,  Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nine,  and  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  said  United  States. 

[Signed]     D.  Caldwell,  elk.  dist.  ct. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Hampshire  disapproving  of  an 
amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution  proposed 
by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

1  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  A  COPY  OF  A  RESOLU- 
tion  of  the  legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  disap- 
proving of  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  proposed  by  the  legislature  of  this 
commonwealth,  at  their  last  session,  and  by  me  trans- 
mitted to  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  state  afore- 
said. A  copy  of  his  excellency's  letter  is  also  trans- 
mitted. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  December  19,  1809. 

State  of  New  Hampshire. 

^'In  Senate,  June  28, 1809. 
^'Whereas,  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, proposing  an  amendment  to  the  constitution 
of  the  X^nited  States,  with  a  view  to  establish  a  more 
impartial  tribunal,  to  determine  disputes  between  the 
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general  and  state  governments,  has  been  transmitted 
by  bis  excellency  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  to  his 
excellency  the  governor  of  this  state,  and  by  him  com- 
municated to  the  legislature.  And  Whereas,  the  reso- 
lution before  mentioned,  together  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  with  reference  to 
the  case  of  Gideon  Olmstead,  has  been  referred  to  a 
joint  committee  of  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature 
of  this  state-^which  committee  has  reported  in  sub- 
stance, That  it  is  not  expedient  to  concur,  or  adopt 
the  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  proposed  by  the  resolution  aforesaid — which 
report  has  been  accepted  by  both  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

"Therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be,  and 
hereby  is  requested  to  communicate  the  foregoing  re- 
sult to  his  excellency  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

"Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

"[Signed]     Abiel  Foster,  Clerk." 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  copies  of  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Vermont  disapproving  of  an 
amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution  proposed 
by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  another  proposed 
by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  third 
proposed  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

1    HEREWITH    TRANSMIT    TO    THE    LEGISLA- 
ture  copies  of  certain  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  passed  in  their 
last  session,  disapproving  of  the  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  proposed  by  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  on  the  thirteenth 
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day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
also  one  proposed  by  the  legislature  of  this  state,  on 
the  third  day  of  April  last;  and  another  proposed  by 
the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  June,  in  the  present  year.  Copies  of 
governor  Galusha's  letters  enclosing  the  same,  are  also 
herewith  transmitted. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  December  23,  1809. 

Documents. 

State  of  Vermont. 

Council  Chamber,  Montpelier,  Nov.  6,  1809. 
Sir: 

Agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  legislature  of  thi.s 
state,  I  transmit  to  you  their  resolution  disapproving 
of  the  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  proposed  by  the  state  of  Virginia,  on  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight. 

[Signed]     Jonas  Galusha. 
His  excelleny,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

State  of  Vermont. 

In  General  Assembly,  October  26,  1809. 

Whereas  his  excellency  the  governor  of  this  state 
has  communicated  to  this  assembly,  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  senators  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
may  be  removed  from  office  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  members  of  the  respective  state- 
legislatures,  by  which  the  said  senators  have  been  or 
may  be  appointed.     And, 

Whereas,  in  our  opinion,  the  senators  in  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  do  not  hold  their  offices  during 
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a  period  of  sufficient  length  to  render  such  amendment 
necessary. 

Therefore, 

Kesolved,  That  we  do  not  concur  in  recommending 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  resolution  aforesaid. 
Also, 

Kesolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  state  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions 
to  the  executive  authority  of  each  of  the  United  States. 

State  of  Vermont. 

In  General  Assembly,  October  26, 1809. 

Whereas,  his  excellency  the  governor  of  this  state 
has  communicated  to  this  assembly,  certain  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  that  an  impartial  tribunal  may  be  established 
to  determine  disputes  between  the  general  and  state 
governments.     And, 

Whereas,  such  disputes  are  not  so  frequent,  nor  of 
sufficient  magnitude,  in  our  opinion,  to  render  such  a 
tribunal  necessary. 

Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  do  not  concur  in  recommending 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  resolution  aforesaid. 
Also, 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  state  be  request- 
ed to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the 
executive  authority  of  each  of  the  United  States. 
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To  the  Assembly  transmitting  resolutions  of  several 
State  legislatures  concerning  proposed  amend- 
ments to  the  Federal  constitution. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

I  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  COPIES  OF  CERTAIN 
resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  North  Carolina,  disapproving  of  cer- 
tain amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  proposed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  also 
a  copy  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the  legislj/itu>:e  of  the 
state  of  Maryland,  disapproving  of  the  ameudi^ient  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  proposed  by  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  as  aforesaid, 
together  with  copies  of  letters  accompanying  the  same. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  January  23,  1810. 

"Raleigh,  December  23,  1809. 
"Sir: 

"In  obedience  to  an  order  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  I  have  the  honor  here- 
with to  lay  before  you  the  proceedings  of  that  body 
upon  the  subject  of  certain  amendments  proposed  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

[Signed]     David  Stone, 
"Governor  of  North  Carolina. 

"His  excellency  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancas- 
ter. 

"The  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  the  message 
of  his  excellency  the  governor,  having  deliberated  with 
seriousness  and  attention  upon  that  part  thereof  which 
relates  to  the  important  subject  of  certain  alterations 
in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  proposed  by 
the  states  of  Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania. 

"Report,  That  they  consider  innovations  in  that  just- 
ly celebrated  and  revered  charter  of  our  liberties  as 
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dangerous  in  an  eminent  degree,  and  not  to  be  encour- 
aged without  the  most  evident  and  imperious  necessity, 
which  not  perceiving  in  the  present  cases,  they  unani- 
mously recommended  it  to  be 

"Kesolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state 
of  North  Carolina  disapprove  of  what  is  proposed  by 
the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  State:5, 
and  cannot  agree  to  the  adoption  of  an  article  that  ^'no 
law  shall  be  enacted  laying  an  embargo,  or  prohibiting, 
or  suspending,  commerce  for  a  longer  period  than  until 
the  expiration  of  thirty  days  from  the  commencement 
of  the  session  of  congress  next  succeeding  that  session 
in  which  such  law  shall  have  been  enacted. 

^'Resolved  further.  That  this  legislature  also  disap- 
prove the  article  proposed  by  the  General  Assembly 
and  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  providing  that 
an  impartial  tribunal  may  be  established  to  determine 
disputes  between  the  general  and  state  governments, 
and  do  not  consent  to  the  adoption  of  any  such  article, 
being  satisfied  that  such  a  tribunal  already  exists. 

"Kesolved  lastly,  That  his  excellency  the  governor 
be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  transmit,  forthwith, 
a  copy  of  the  present  resolutions  to  each  of  the  senators 
and  representatives  of  this  state,  in  congress,  and  to 
the  executives  of  the  several  states  in  the  union,  with 
a  request  that  the  same  be  laid  before  the  legislatures 
thereof. 

"Council  Chamber,  Annapolis,  January  10,  1810. 
"Sir: 

"In  pursuance  of  the  direction  of  the  legislature  of 
Maryland,  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your 
excellency,  herewith  enclosed,  a  resolution  disapprov- 
ing sundry  resolutions,  passed  by  the  general  court  of 
Massachusetts    at   their   last    session,   proposing   an 
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amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
so  as  to  make  it  unlawful  to  lay  an  embargo. 
''I  am,  with  high  consideration  and  respect, 
"Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     "Edward  Lloyd. 
"His  excellency  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

"State  of  Maryland. 

"In  the  House  of  Delegates,  December  19,  1809. 

"Resolved,  That  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
legislature  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  so 
as  to  make  it  unlawful  to  lay  an  embargo,  or  to  prohi- 
bit, or  suspend,  commerce  for  a  longer  period  than 
until  the  expiration  of  thirty  days  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  of  congress  next  succeeding  that 
session  in  which  such  law  shall  have  been  enacted,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  disapproved  by  the  legislature 
of  this  state;  and  that  our  Senators  in  congress  be  in- 
structed, and  our  representatives  be  requested,  and 
they  are  hereby  instructed  and  requested,  to  oppose 
the  said  amendment. 

"Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  state  be  and  he 
is  hereby  requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  the  senators 
and  representatives,  in  congress  from  this  state,  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions,  and  also  to  the  executive  of  each 
state  with  a  request  that  they  be  submitted  to  the 
legislature  thereof." 
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To  the  Assembly  transmitting  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  disapproving  of  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Federal  Constitution  proposed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

I  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  A  COPY  OF  CERTAIN 
resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia, disapproving  of  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  proposed  by  the  legis- 
lature of  this  commonwealth  at  their  last  session, 
which  by  me,  was  transmitted  to  his  excellency  the 
governor  of  the  state  aforesaid.  A  copy  of  his  excel- 
lency's letter  is  also  transmitted. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  February  15,  1810. 

"Richmond,  Virginia,  February  3,  1810. 
"Sir: 

"In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  commonwealth,  I  have  the  honor  to  for- 
ward enclosed  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  this 
state  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  to  request  that  the  same  may  be 
laid  before  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 
"I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"Your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     John  Tyler. 
"His  excellency  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

"Preamble  and  resolutions,  on  the  proposition  of 
Pennsylvania  to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States : 

"The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  commu- 
nication of  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  covering 
certain  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  that  state, 
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proposing  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  appointment  of  an  impartial 
tribunal  to  decide  disputes  between  the  state  and 
federal  judiciary,  have  had  the  same  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  are  of  opinion  that  a  tribunal  is  already 
provided  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  to- 
wit:  the  supreme  court,  more  eminently  qualified  from 
their  habits  and  duties,  from  the  mode  of  their  selec- 
tion, and  from  the  tenure  of  their  olfices,  to  decide  the 
disputes  aforesaid  in  an  enlightened  and  impartial 
manner,  than  any  other  tribunal  which  could  be 
erected. 

^The  members  of  the  supreme  court  are  selected 
from  those  in  the  United  States,  who  are  most  cele- 
brated for  virtue  and  legal  learning;  not  at  the  will  of 
a  single  individual,  but  by  the  concurrent  wishes  of  the 
president  and  Senate  of  the  United  States,  they  will 
therefore  have  no  local  prejudices  and  partialities. 

^The  duties  they  have  to  perform  lead  them  neces- 
sarily to  the  most  enlarged  and  accurate  acquaintance 
with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  and  several  state 
courts  together,  and  with  the  admirable  symetry  of  our 
government. 

^'The  tenure  of  their  office  enables  them  to  pronounce 
the  sound  and  correct  opinions  they  may  have  formed, 
without  fear,  favour,  or  partiality. 

^'The  amendment  to  the  constitution  proposed  by 
Pennsylvania  seems  to  be  founded  upon  the  idea,  that 
the  federal  judiciary  will,  from  a  lust  of  power,  en- 
large their  jurisdiction  to  the  total  annihilation  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  state  courts,  that  they  will  exercise 
their  will  instead  of  the  law  and  the  constitution. 

"This  argument,  if  it  proves  anything,  would  operate 
more  strongly  against  the  tribunal  proposed  to  be 
created  which  promises  so  little,  than  against  the  su- 
preme court,  which  for  the  reason  given  before  had 
every  thing  connected  with  their  appointment  calcu- 
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lated  to  ensure  confidence.  What  security  have  we, 
were  the  proposed  amendments  adopted,  that  this  tri- 
bunal would  not  substitute  their  will  and  their  pleas- 
ure in  the  place  of  the  law? 

"The  judiciary  are  the  weakest  of  the  three  depart- 
ments of  government,  and  least  dangerous  to  the  poli- 
tical rights  of  the  constitution;  they  hold  neither  the 
purse  nor  the  sword,  and  even  to  enforce  their  own 
judgments  and  decrees,  must  ultimately  depend  upon 
the  executive  arm.  Should  the  federal  judiciary,  how- 
ever, unmindful  of  their  weakness,  unmindful  of  the 
duty  which  they  owe  to  themselves  and  their  country, 
become  corrupt,  and  transcend  the  limits  of  their  juris- 
diction, would  the  proposed  amendment  oppose  even  a 
probable  barrier  in  such  an  improbable  state  of  things? 

"The  creation  of  a  tribunal,  such  as  is  proposed  by 
Pennsylvania,  so  far  as  we  are  enabled  to  form  an  idea 
of  it  from  a  description  given  in  the  resolution  of  the 
legislature  of  that  state,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  tend  rather  to  invite  than  prevent  a  col- 
lision between  the  federal  and  state  courts.  It  might 
also  become,  in  process  of  time,  a  serious  and  danger- 
ous embarrassment  to  the  operations  of  the  general 
government. 

"Resolved  therefore.  That  the  legislature  of  this 
state  do  disapprove  of  the  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  proposed  by  the  legislature 
of  Pennsjivania. 

"Resolved  also,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  requested,  to  transmit  forthwith  a 
copy,  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions,  to 
each  of  the  senators  and  representatives  of  this  state 
in  congress,  and  to  the  executive  of  the  several  states 
in  the  Union,  with  a  request  that  the  same  may  be  laid 
before  the  legislature  thereof," 

46— Vol.  IV-4th  Ber. 
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To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia  disapproving  an  amendment 
to  the  Federal  Constitution  proposed  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Virginia. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

1HEKEWITH  TRANSMIT  A  COPY  OF  A  RESO- 
lution  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Georgia,  disapproving  of  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  proposed  by  the  leg- 
islature of  the  state  of  Virginia,  together  with  a  copy 
of  a  letter  accompanying  the  same. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  February  28, 1810. 

''Executive  Department,  Georgia, 
"Milledgeville,  2d  February,  1810. 
"Sir: 

"At  the  request  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Georgia,  I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  you  a 
copy  of  their  resolution  of  the  fifteenth  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  disapproving  of 
the  resolution  of  the  general  Assembly  of  the  state  of 
Virginia,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  passed  the  thirteenth  day  of 
January,  one  thousand 'eight  hundred  and  eight. 
^'I  am,  sir, 

''Your  very  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     D.  B.  Mitchell. 
"His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

"State  of  Georgia. 
"In  Senate,  8th  of  December,  1809. 
"Resolved,  That  the  alteration  proposed  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  by  a  resolution  of  the 
general  Assembly  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  passed  the 
thirteenth  day  of  January  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
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and  eight,  in  the  following  words :  ^'That  the  Senators 
in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  may  be  removed 
from  office  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  the  members  of  the  respective  state  legislatures 
by  which  the  said  Senators  have  been  or  may  be  ap- 
pointed, "Be  and  the  same  is  hereby  disapproved  by  the 
legislature  of  this  state,  and  that  the  Senators  and  Re- 
presentatives from  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  be  requested  to  oppose  the  said  altera- 
tion. 

"Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution 
to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  con- 
gress from  this  state,  and  to  the  executive  of  each 
state. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia  disapproving  of  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Federal  Constitution  proposed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  also  transmitting  an 
amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution  proposed 
by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  with  other  do- 
cuments. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

1  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  COPIES  OF  CERTAIN 
resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Georgia  disapprobatory  of  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States;  proposed  by  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  contemplat- 
ing a  restriction  of  the  power  of  continuing  an  em- 
bargo, and  also  of  an  amendment  to  the  constitution 
aforesaid  proposed  by  the  legislature  of  this  common- 
wealth, at  their  last  session,  proposing  the  establish- 
ment of  an  impartial  tribunal  to  determine  disputes 
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between  the  general  and  state  governments,  together 
with  copies  of  governor  Mitchell's  letters. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  March  7, 1810. 

"Executive  Department,  Georgia, 
"Milledgeville,  2d  February,  1810. 
"Sir: 

'^At  the  request  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Georgia,  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  a  copy  of 
their  resolution,  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  disapproving  of  the 
resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts proposing  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  passed  the  nineteenth  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 
"I  am,  sir, 
"Your  very  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     D.  B.  Mitchell. 
"His  excellency  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

"State  of  Georgia. 

"In  Senate,  25th  November,  1809. 

"Resolved,  That  the  alteration  proposed  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  by  a  resolution  of  the 
state  of  Massachusetts,  passed  the  nineteenth  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  governor,  in  the  words  following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  senators  of  this  commonwealth 
in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  be  instructed,  and 
the  representatives  thereof  requested,  to  use  their  best 
endeavours  to  cause  the  following  articles  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  two  houses  of  congress  to  the  legislatures 
of  the  several  states,  as  an  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States: 

"No  law  shall  be  enacted  for  laying  an  embargo  or 
for  prohibiting  fbmmerde  for  a  longer  period  than  tintij 
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the  expiration  of  thirty  days  from  the  commencement 
of  the  session  of  congress  next  succeeding  that  session 
in  which  such  law  shall  have  been  enacted,"  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  disapproved  by  the  legislature  of  this 
state,  and  that  the  senators  and  representatives  in  con- 
gress from  this  state  be  requested  to  oppose  the  said 
alteration. 

"Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution 
to  each  of  the  senators  and  representatives  in  congress 
and  to  the  executive  of  each  state. 

"Executive  Department,  Georgia, 
"Milledgeville,  2d  February,  1810. 
"Sir: 

"At  the  request  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Georgia,  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  a  copy 
of  their  resolution  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  disapproving  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  passed  the  third  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 
"I  am,  Sir, 

"Your  very  obedient  Servant, 

[Signed]     D.  B.  Mitchell. 
"His  excellency  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

"State  of  Georgia. 

"In  Senate,  2th  of  November,  1810. 
"Resolved,  That  the  amendment  proposed  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  by  a  resolution  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  and  approved 
by  the  Governor  of  that  state,  the  third  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  in  the  following 
words : 
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^'Kesolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  in- 
strueted,  and  our  Representatives  requested,  to  use 
their  influence  in  procuring  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  tlie  United  States,  tliat  an  impartial 
tribunal  may  be  established  to  determine  disputes 
between  the  general  and  state  governments;  and  that 
they  be  further  instructed  to  use  their  endeavours, 
that  in  the  mean  while  such  arrangements  may  be 
made  between  the  government  of  the  Union  and  of  this 
state,  as  will  put  an  end  to  existing  difficulties,"  Be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  disapproved  by  the  legislature 
of  this  state;  and  that  the  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  from  this 
state,  be  requested  to  oppose  the  said  alteration. 

"Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions 
to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  con- 
gress from  this  state,  and  to  the  executive  of  each 
state." 


Proclamation  Declaring  the  Election  of  Representa- 
tives of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United  States  Con- 
gress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

[Signed]     Simon  Snyder. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided  in  and  by  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  entitled  "An 
Act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Representatives  of 
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the  people  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,"  passed  the  second  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  that  the  Gover- 
nor having  received  the  returns  of  the  election,  from 
the  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  aiid 
the  respective  Sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  of  this 
Commonwealth,  shall  declare  by  proclamation,  the 
name  of  the  person  or  persons  returned  as  duly  elected 
in  each  respective  districts:  And  Whereas,  it  appears 
from  the  returns  of  the  General  Election  held  on  Tues- 
day, the  ninth  day  of  October  last,  in  and  for  the  sev- 
eral districts  hereinafter  specified,  that  the  following 
named  persons  were  duly  elected  to  serve  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next,  vizt: 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  city  [*of  Philadelphia 
and]  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware  [Doc- 
tor Adam  Seybert,]  William  Anderson  and  James  Mil- 
nor  . 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  [counties  of ] 

Montgomery,  Northampton,  Wayne  and  Luzerne,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  Jonathan  Roberts  and  William  Rodman. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Chester, 
Berks  and  Lancaster,  Doctor  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Le- 
fevre  and  John  M.  Hyneman. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Dauphin, 
Cumberland,  Mifflin  and  Huntingdon,  David  Bard  and 
Robert  Whitehill. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  North- 
umberland, Lycoming  and  Centre,  George  Smith. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  York  and 
Adams,  William  Crawford. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Franklin 
and  Bedford.  William  Piper. 

♦The  portions  in  brackets  have  been  cut  out  in  the  original. 


728  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  West- 
moreland, Somerset  and  Armstrong,  William  Findlay. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Fayette 
and  Greene,  John  Smilie. 

In  the  district  composed  of  W^ashington  county, 
Aaron  Lyle. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Alle- 
gheny, Beaver,  Butler,  Mercer,  Crawford,  Erie,  Venan- 
go and  Warren ;  Abner  Lacock. 

Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Doctor  Adam 
Seybert,  William  Anderson,  James  Milnor,  Robert 
Brown,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Doctor 
Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Lefevre,  John  M.  Hyneman,  David 
Bard,  Robert  Whitehill,  George  Smith,  William  Craw- 
ford, William  Piper,  William  Findlay,  John  Smilie, 
Aaron  Lyle  and  Abner  Lacock  are  duly  elected  and 
chosen  as  representatives  of  the  people  of  this  State  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  for 
the  term  of  two  years  to  commence  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Lancaster,  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty- 
fifth. 

By  the  Governor. 

Nath  P.  Boileau, 
Secretarv  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Opening  Address  to  the  Assembly — 18 10. 

Fellow  Citizens:  > 

OUR  FOREIGN  RELATIONS,  I  AM  HAPPY  TO 
observe,  present  more  flattering  prospects,  than 
when  the  legislature  last  assembled.      The  two 
great  conflicting  powers  of  Europe  discover  some  dis- 
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position  to  abandon  those  unjust  measures  which  they 
had  adopted,  and  which  have  so  long,  and  so  greatly 
embarrassed  our  trade,  and  palsied  the  spirit  of  com- 
mercial enterprize  in  the  Union.  Whether  those  pros- 
pects will  ripen  into  fruitful  realities,  or,  as  heretofore, 
disappoint  our  just  expectations,  time  alone  can  dis- 
cover. The  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  will  probably  dispel  much  of  the  uncertainty, 
and  remove  much  of  the  difficulty  which  prevents  our 
forming  sound  and  correct  opinions  as  to  the  actual 
present,  and  probable  future  situation  of  our  country 
in  its  relation  with  foreign  powers.  Confiding  in  the 
wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  constituted  authorities 
of  the  United  States,  you,  fellow  citizens,  well  know, 
that  Pennsylvania  will  ever  be  ready,  cheerfully  to 
embark  her  fortunes  and  resources,  and  ardently  dis- 
play her  energies  and  courage  in  resisting  aggression, 
avenging  insult,  or  defending  the  rights  of  that  com- 
munity of  which  she  is  a  part;  and  from  which  she 
never  had  nor  ever  wishes  to  have,  a  separate  interest, 
or  a  discordant  feeling. 

The  revolution  and  overturnings  of  the  old  world, 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  exhibit  awful  lessons  for  our 
contemplation,  and  strongly  mark  the  fluctuations  and 
changeability  of  every  thing  human;  they  have,  how- 
ever, left  indelible  impressions  of  the  truth,  that  for 
a  nation  to  preserve  her  independence,  she  must  be 
not  only  courageous,  but  also  armed,  disciplined  and 
united.  That  nation  rests  upon  feeble  props,  and  a 
sandy  foundation,  which  hopes  to  support  in  time  of 
need,  from  allies,  or  relies  for  security  in  the  hour  of 
trial,  upon  a  standing  army.  History  and  experience 
furnish  numerous  examples  of  the  mighty  evils  which 
have  fallen  upon  nations  that  were  slumbering  in  ima- 
gined security,  and  of  the  safetj^  which  has  ever  been 
consequent  upon  prudent  foresight.  If  it  be  more 
wise  and  politic,   as   well  as  more  consistent  with 
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humanit}',  by  a  commanding  attitude,  to  deter  insult 
or  injury,  rather  than  by  force  to  repel  them,  then  it 
is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  the  energies  of  the  natio^i 
be  organized.  These  considerations,  fellow  citizens, 
will  necessarily  draw  your  attention  to  a  revision  of 
our  militia  system.  On  the  valour  and  patriotism 
of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  we  may  with  confi- 
dence rely;  but  those  noble  virtues,  unaided  by  dis- 
cipline, and  without  the  necessary  weapons  of  war- 
fare, would  be  inefficient  against  the  attacks  of  a 
veteran,  disciplined  and  well  appointed  army;  Gov- 
ernments founded  on  injustice,  fear  to  arm  and  dis- 
cipline the  people;  lest  they  might  by  one  mighty 
effort,  hurl  oppression  from  its  splendid  throne,  and 
bury  the  oppressors  beneath  the  ruins:  Such  govern- 
ments are  therefore  necessitated  to  look  for  preserva- 
tion from  a  mercenary  soldiery,  whose  pay  and  subsis- 
tence are  drawn  from  the  very  people,  against  whom, 
at  the  command  of  their  officers,  they  must  push  the 
bayonet,  or  direct  the  cannon's  mouth;  but,  in  a  gov- 
ernment like  ours,  founded  on  the  rock  of  eternal 
truth,  and  recognizing  the  equal  rights  of  man,  it  is 
our  just  pride,  that  we  have  everything  to  hope,  and 
nothing  to  fear  from  a  general  arming  of  the  people. 
The  permanence  of  our  institutions,  and  the  independ- 
ence of  our  country  can  only  be  secured  by  a  well  or- 
ganized, well  armed,  well  disciplined,  and  well  ap- 
pointed militia. 

These,  and  similar  reflections  must  have  deeply  im- 
pressed your  minds  with  the  necessity  which  imposes 
upon  the  General  Assembly,  the  duty  of  devoting  their 
time  and  talents  to  the  making  such  provision  by 
law,  as  shall  enable  the  freemen  of  this  commonwealth 
to  take  the  lield,  if  necessary,  with  as  much  advantage 
to  their  country,  and  honour  to  themselves,  as  in  our 
revolutionary  struggle,  distinguish  the  Pennsylvania 
line: — of  the  public  arms  belonging  to  the  state,  those 
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that  have  been-  distributed  are,  many  of  them,  lost  or 
destroyed,  and  many  of  those  that  remain  in  store  are 
in  a  perishing  condition,  for  want  of  necessary  means 
to  keep  them  clean  and  in  good  order.  The  preserva- 
tion of  the  public  arms,  and  a  lucid  arrangement  of  the 
financial  concerns  of  the  militia,  are  objects  of  great 
moment,  and  will  doubtless  engage  that  portion  of 
your  attention  which  their  importance  require.  1 
would  again  invite  the  attention  of  the  General  As- 
sembly to  the  encouragement  of  volunteer  corps  of 
infantry  and  artillery,  and  particularly  to  the  regiment 
of  artillery  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  I  have  been 
induced,  thus  urgently  to  press  this  subject  upon  the 
General  Assembly,  from  the  circumstances,  that  subse- 
quent to  the  rising  of  the  present  legislature,  and  pre- 
vious to  the  meeting  of  another,  a  general  election  for 
militia  officers  will  be  held  throughout  the  state. 

Intimately  connected  with  the  militia  system  is  the 
duty  of  improving  our  roads,  the  navigation  of  our 
rivers,  and  the  cutting  of  canals.  Attention  to  these 
subjects  is  also  required  by  sound  political  economy, 
as  the  certain  means  to  give  spring  to  industry  in  agri- 
culture, manufactures,  and  commerce.  The  political 
economists  of  the  present  age,  appear  to  concur  in  the 
opinion,  that  internal  intercourse  is  more  advanta- 
geous to  a  nation,  than  external  commerce,  even  when 
pursued  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances. 
The  embarrassment  and  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  of 
commercial  enterprize,  although  they  have  subjected 
our  citizens  to  losses  and  privations,  may,  and  possibly 
will,  issue  in  more  lasting  and  solid  advantages  to  our 
country,  than  if  they  never  had  existed:  They  have 
tended  to  detach  our  citizens  from  too  ardent  a  desire 
to  engage  in  foreign  speculations,  and  too  fond  an  at- 
tachment to  foreign  articles,  and  have  awakened  their 
minds  to  an  investigation  and  exploration  of  our  inter- 
nal resources.      Completely  to  develop  the  riches  of 
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our  country,  is,  perhaps,  beyond  the  reach  of  individual 
wealth  or  enterprize;  would  it  not,  therefore,  be  wise 
and  patriotic  in  the  legislature  to  extend  their  patron- 
age, and  proffer  their  aid  to  improve  our  roads,  clear 
our  rivers  and  open  canals,  and  to  foster  the  infant 
manufactures  of  our  country.  It  cannot  be  too  dis- 
tinctly or  too  durably  impressed,  that  to  be  really  inde- 
pendent, we  must  be  able  to  manufacture,  for  ourselves 
at  least,  all  those  articles  which  are  necessary  to  our 
comfort  and  convenience.  Before  dismissing  the  sub- 
ject of  internal  improvements,  I  would  invite  the  spe- 
cial attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  contemplated 
connection  of  the  waters  of  the  Susquehanna,  Schuyl- 
kill and  Delaware,  by  canals.  A  very  superficial  know- 
ledge of  the  geography  of  this  state,  is  sufficient  to 
evince  the  importance  of  the  scheme.  Although  the 
work  would  be  expensive  and  difficult,  I  believe  no  * 
doubt  is  entertained  of  its  practicability,  or  of  those 
immediate  advantages  which  must  flow,  from  its  execu- 
tion, to  the  country  watered  by  those  streams:  But 
its  importance  is  vastly  enhanced,  when  viewed  as  the 
main  section  of  a  water  communication  between  the 
eastern  and  western  parts  of  the  state: — Stupendous 
as  this  may  appear  on  a  superficial  view,  yet,  compared 
with  what  has  been  done  in  foreign  countries,  and 
compared  even  with  what  has  been  done  by  the  state 
of  South  Carolina,  it  is  not  only  possible,  but  practi- 
cable. Her  exertions,  and  those  of  other  of  our  sister 
states  in  promoting  internal  improvements,  ought  to 
stimulate  Pennsylvania  to  equal  efforts.  To  the  con- 
siderations already  suggested,  permit  me  to  add  an- 
other, which  assuredly  will  have  weight  with  the  legis-  , 
lature, — that  the  union,  harmony  and  happiness  of  our 
constituents  are  best  promoted  by  a  mutual  interest 
and  dependence;  a  facility  of  exchanging  their  produce 
and  manufactures,  and  a  frequency  of  intercourse. 
I  feel  it  my  duty,  again,  to  invite  the  attention  of 
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the  general  assembly,  to  the  constitutional  injunction 
which  declares  that  "the  legislature  shall,  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be,  provide  by  law,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  schools  throughout  the  state,  in  such  manner 
that  the  poor  may  be  taught  gratis."  Twenty  years 
have  elapsed  since  this  injunction  became  a  part  of 
your  constitution;  during  which  time,  various  grants 
to  colleges  and  academies  have  been  made,  and  several 
laws  have  been  enacted  in  the  spirit  of  this  provision ; 
but  it  is  yet  much  doubted,  whether  there  has  been 
such  a  legislative  act,  as  guarantees  to  the  poor 
"throughout  the  state,"  the  blessings  of  education, 
free  of  expense.  To  enforce  the  importance  of  a  gen- 
eral diffusion  of  knowledge  in  a  republican  representa- 
tive government,  would  surely  be  unnecessary,  to  an 
enlightened  and  patriotic  legislature;  nor  will  the  diffi- 
culty of  ascertaining  the  best  and  most  certain  means 
of  effecting  this  great  good,  discourage  them  from 
further  attempting  to  attain  an  object  so  extremely  de- 
sirable, as  it  regards  the  peace,  harmony,  and  happiness 
of  society,  and  secures  the  stability  of  our  republican 
institutions.  The  laws  for  the  suppression  of  vice  and 
immorality,  (evils  which  in  a  great  measure  spring 
from  ignorance)  require  revision  and  amendment.  The 
provisions  in  many  cases  are  too  easily  evaded,  and  the 
penalties  imposed,  too  trivial  to  deter. 

Much  of  the  time  of  the  legislature,  has  for  years 
past,  been  usefully  occupied  in  the  improvement  of  our 
judiciary  system — perhaps  few  more  material  amend- 
ments can  obtain,  without  an  entire  change  of  the  sys- 
tem;— complaints  of  its  inadequacy,  are  chiefly  con- 
fined to  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia :  whatever 
foundation  there  may  be  for  complaint,  it  seems  rather 
to  have  arisen  from  a  collision  of  interest,  incident 
to  a  crouded  population  and  numerous  commercial 
transactions,  and  from  the  tedious  forms  of  procedure 
in  our  courts,  than  from  any  defect  in  the  system  itself. 
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Bj  the  act  for  regulating  arbitrations,  the  prothonota- 
ries  of  the  respective  counties  are  required  to  report 
the  proceedings  had  under  that  act.  These  reports, 
combined  with  your  own  observation  and  experience, 
will,  I  trust,  furnish  materials  for  the  extension  and 
perfection  of  that  truly  christian  principle,  inculcated 
in  the  same  act,  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  best 
calculated  to  preserve  peace  on  earth — under  it,  right 
and  justice  may  be  administered  ''without  sale,  denial, 
or  delay." 

On  the  ninth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seven,  a  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled, 
"An  act  for  offering  compensation  to  Pennsylvania 
claimants  for  certain  lands  in  the  seventeen  townships 
in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes  there- 
in mentioned,"  was  passed.  This  supplement  grants 
to  Pennsylvania  claimants  of  a  certain  description,  the 
right  to  release  their  titles  to  the  commonwealth. 
This  privilege  has  been  embraced  by  some,  under  the 
opinion,  that  the  right  to  sue  the  commonwealth  for 
the  value  of  such  land,  was  also  extended.  This  equit- 
able provision  is,  unintentionally,  it  is  presumed, 
omitted  in  the  further  supplement.  The  statement  of 
the  fact  will  be  sufficient  to  induce  a  just  legislature,  to 
apply  an  appropriate  remedy.  It  may  be  proper  to  re- 
mark, that  the  abolition  of  the  circuit  court,  presents 
to  suitors  of  this  description,  another  difficulty. 

Legislative  attention  is  requested  to  the  lands  on 
lake  Erie,  purchased  by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
from  the  United  States,  included  in  what  has  usually 
been  called  the  triangle.  The  quantity  purchased  and 
paid  for  by  the  state,  is  two  hundred  and  tw^o  thousand 
one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres,  supposed  to  be 
strict  measure,  which  is  equal  to  one  hundred  and 
ninety  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-two  acres  and 
allow^ance.  The  whole  of  this  purchase  is  said  to  be 
disposed  of  by  the  state,  and  appropriated;  jet,  it  ap- 
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pears  from  official  documents  in  the  land-office,  that 
the  state  has  not,  in  fact,  disposed  of  more  than  one 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seven  acres  and  seven  perches,  leaving  a  balance 
against  the  state,  unaccounted  for,  of  ten  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty-two  perches. 

In  the  judicial  investigation  of  land  titles,  it  is  fre- 
quently discovered  that  the  state  has  been  defrauded 
— first,  in  applications  for  land,  by  dating  the  improve- 
ment, as  having  been  made  many  years  after  the  period 
at  which  it  was  actually  commenced;  and,  secondly, 
by  including  within  the  lines  marked  on  the  ground, 
more  land  is  returned  into  the  land-office.  In  either  of 
those  cases,  the  state  appears  in  the  light  of  an  injured 
third  person,  and  ought  to  have  some  friend  in  court, 
to  maintain  her  rights,  and  secure  her  interests. 

The  health  law  is  believed  to  be  defective,  and  as 
it  will  shortly  expire  by  its  own  limitation,  it  will 
claim  your  serious  deliberation.  To  acquire  for  the 
legislature,  all  the  information  possible,  on  a  subject 
involving  the  health  of  a  populous  and  prosperous 
city,  I  directed  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth 
to  write  to  the  board  of  health,  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  quarantine,  and  to  the  Laza- 
retto physician,  requesting  from  them,  what  informa- 
tion and  suggestions  their  experience  had  given  birth 
to.  These  letters,  and  the  communication  of  the 
board,  and  the  Lazaretto  physician,  shall  be  laid  before 
the  legislature. 

The  inestimable  blessings  of  peace — the  general  good 
state  of  health,  which,  since  the  recess  of  the  legisla- 
ture, has  pervaded  the  state,  demands  our  most  lively 
gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Giver  of  all  good,  nor  has 
the  bounty  of  Heaven  been  less  conspicuous  in  reward- 
ing the  labours  of  the  husbandman  with  plenteous 
crops,  and  crowning  his  orchards  with  abundance  of 
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fruits.  May  we  be  enabled  suitably  to  appropriate, 
appreciate,  and  improve  all  the  numerous  blessings 
which  have  been  so  liberally  bestowed  upon  us. 

Under  the  act  for  continuing  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  Pennsylvania,  passed  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature,  I  have  invested  in  the  stock  of  that  insti- 
tution three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-three  shares  at  par.  A  sum  of  twenty-one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eleven  (exclusive  of  twelve 
thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  men- 
tioned in  my  communication  to  the  last  legislature) 
has  been  invested  in  stock  of  divers  turnpike  compa- 
nies, enumerated  in  the  act  entitled,  "An  act  for  the 
improvement  of  the  state."  The  various  other  duties 
devolved  on  the  executive,  by  laws  and  resolutions 
of  the  last  legislature,  have  also  been  performed^ 

The  increase  of  our  revenue,  of  which,  the  late  in- 
vestitures are  incontrovertible  testimonials,  combined 
with  our  resources  generally,  which  the  annual  reports 
of  the  accountant  officers  will  more  particularly  ex- 
hibit; our  improvements  in  agriculture,  manufactures, 
and  consequent  increase  of  wealth,  exhibits  to  the  leg- 
islature, means  present,  as  well  as  future,  commen- 
surate with  the  most  expanded  views  of  internal  im- 
provement generally.  These  means  liberally,  but  ju- 
diciously applied,  will  command  the  approbation  and 
applause  of  our  fellow  citizens. 

It  will  be  my  particular  gratification,  as  it  is  my 
bounden  duty,  heartily  and  zealously  to  co-operate 
with  you  in  carrying  into  complete  effect,  such  meas- 
ures as  the  judgment  and  experience  of  the  General 
Assembly  shall  devise  for  promoting  the  interest,  and 
advancing  the  happiness  of  our  constituents. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Lancaster,  December  6,  1810. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

DURING  THE  RECE>SS  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE 
I  have  received  several  communications  from  the 
executives  of  different  states,  relative  to  certain 
amendments  proposed  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  copies  of  which,  I  herewith  transmit. 
Also,  copies  of  papers  relative  to  the  health  law,  re- 
ceived from  the  Board  of  Health  and  Lazaretto  physi- 
cian. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  December  13,  1810. 

"State  of  New  Jersey, 
"Trenton,  November  5,  1810. 
"Sir: 

"I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  annexed  proceed- 
ings of  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey,  upon  the  subject 
of  certain  amendments  proposed  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

[Signed]     "Joseph  Bloomfield, 
"Governor  of  New  Jersey. 
"His  excellency,  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

"Legislature  of  New  Jersey, 
"House  of  Assembly,  October  24, 1810. 
"Resolved,  That  this  house  do  disapprove  of,  and  dis- 
sent from,  the  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  proposed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Massachusetts,  June  nineteenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nine,  ^That  no  law  shall  be  enacted  for 
laying  an  embargo,  or  for  prohibiting  commerce  for  a 
longer  period  than  until  the  expiration  of  thirty  days, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  congress 
next,  succeeding  that  session,  in  which  such  law  shall 
have  been  enacted.' 
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^'Resolved,  That  this  house  do  disapprove  of,  and 
dissent  from,  the  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  proposed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Virginia,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eight,  'That  the  Senators  in 
the  congress  of  the  United  States,  may  be  removed 
from  office  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  the  members  of  the  respective  state  legislatures, 
by  which  the  said  Senators  have  been,  or  may  be,  ap- 
pointed.' 

"Resolved,  That  this  house  do  disapprove  of,  and  dis- 
sent from,  the  amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  proposed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  April  third,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nine,  'That  an  impartial  tribunal  may  oe 
established,  to  determine  disputes  between  the  general 
and  state  governments.' 

''Resolved,  That  his  excellency,  the  governor,  be  re- 
quested to  forward  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
to  the  executives  of  the  several  states;  and  also,  to 
each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  congress. 
By  order  of  the  House. 

William  Kennedy,  Speaker. 
Portsmouth,  July  10,  1810. 
"Sir: 

"In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  legislature  of 
this  state,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excel- 
lency a  copy  of  their  proceedings  on  the  subject  of  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
proposed  by  the  legislature  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  and  request  that  they  may  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  legislature  of  your  state. 
"I  am,  very  respectfully, 
"Your  excellency's 

"Most  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     "John  Langdon. 
"His  excellency,  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania." 
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"State  of  New  Hampshire. 
"In  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  June  21, 1810. 

"The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred,  certain  com- 
munications received  from  the  executive  departments 
of  the  several  states,  having  had  under  their  consider- 
ation a  resolution  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, passed  June  twentieth,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nine,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  in  the  following  words: 

"No  law  shall  be  enacted  for  laying  an  embargo,  or 
for  prohibiting  or  suspending  commerce  for  a  longer 
period  than  until  the  expiration  of  thirty  days  from  the 
commencement  of  the  session  of  congress  next,  suc- 
ceeding that  session  in  which  such  law  shall  have  been 
enacted,"  report  the  following  resolutions: 

"Resolved,  That  the  legislature  of  this  state,  do  not 
think  it  expedient,  that  the  proposed  alteration  in  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  should  take  place.  • 

"Resolved,  That  his  excellency,  the  governor,  be  and 
he  hereby  is  required  to  transmit  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion to  his  excellency,  the  governor  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts. 

"Resolved,  That  his  excellency,  the  governor  of  this 
state,  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  transmit  to 
each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  congress, 
from  this  state,  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  and  also, 
to  the  executives  of  each  state,  with  a  request  that 
they  be  submitted  to  the  legislature  thereof. 

"Dover,  Delaware,  Feb.  20, 1810. 
"Sir: 

"In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  general  assembly 
of  this  state,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  herewith, 
the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  on  a 
proposed  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
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States,  by  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts;  and  to  re- 
quest that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  legislature 
of  Pennsylvania. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be 
''Your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     "Geo.  Fruitt. 
"His  excellency,  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania." 

"In  the  Houe  of  Kepresentatives, 

"January  29,  1810. 
"Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  house  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  state  of  Delaware,  in  general  assembly 
met;  that  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  by  a  resolution  of  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  approved  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nine,  so  as,  That  no  law  shall  be  enacted  for  laying  an 
embargo,  or  for  prohibiting  or  suspending  commerce 
for  a  longer  period,  than  until  the  expiration  of  thirty 
days  from  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  con- 
gress next,  succeeding  that  session  in  which  such  law 
shall  have  been  enacted,'  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
disapproved  by  the  legislature  of  this  state;  and  the 
governor  of  this  state  is  hereby  requested  to  transmit 
to  each  Senator  and  Representative  in  congress,  from 
this  state,  and  to  the  executive  of  each  state,  a  copy  of 
this  Resolution,  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the 
legislature  of  the  several  states. 

"Frankfort,  Kentucky, 

"March  27, 1810. 
"Sir: 

"I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  the  copy  of 
a  resolution  passed  both  houses  of  the  general  assem- 
bly at  their  last  session. 

"I  am,  with  sentiments  of  high  esteem, 
"Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     "Charles  Scott. 
"His  excellency  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
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"In  General  Assembly,  Janu.  16,  1810. 
''Resolved,  That  the  executive  of  this  commonwealth 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  communicate  to  the 
executives  of  the  states  of  the  Union,  that  the  general 
assembly  of  the  state  of  Kentucky  have  taken  into 
consideration  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  contemplating  the  establishment  of  an  impar- 
tial tribunal  to  determine  disputes  between  the  gen- 
eral government  and  state  governments;  and  that  they 
deem  the  proposed  alteration  inexpedient." 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  removal  of  the  seat 
of  government  of  the  Commonwealth  to  Harris- 
burg,  with  certain  documents  relating  thereto. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

IN  CONFORMITY  TO  THE  FOURTH  SECTION  OF 
the  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  common- 
wealth, passed,  February  twenty-one,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ten,  entitled  "An  act  estab- 
lishing the  seat  of  government,  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  at  Harrisburgh,  in  the  county  of* 
Dauphin."  I  have  accepted,  in  the  name  of  the  com- 
monwealth, of  the  offer  of  ten  acres  of  land,  made  by 
William  Maclay,  on  the  terms  specified  in  said  act,  ad- 
joining the  borough  of  Harrisburgh,  and  the  four  acres 
formerly  appropriated  by  John  Harris,  and  have  re- 
ceived a  conveyance,  in  fee  simple,  for  the  same,  which 
is  duly  recorded  in  the  office  for  recording  of  deeds,  in 
the  county  of  Dauphin,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth. 
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A  copy  of  the  draft  of  said  lots,  together  with  the 
streets  connected  with  and  bounding  the  same,  I  have 
directed  the  secretary  to  lay  before  you.  Also,  copies 
of  reports  made  to  me  by  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  public  buildings  at 
that  place,  by  which  you  will  perceive  the  state  of  for- 
wardness in  which  those  buildings  are;  the  amount  of 
expenditures  made,  and  an  estimate  of  the  probable 
sum  still  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  said 
buildings. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Lancaster,  Jan.  11,  1811. 


To  the  Assembly  approving  certain  acts,  trans- 
mitting certain  documents,  and  giving  notice  of 
the  issue  of  a  supersedeas  for  the  removal  of  Jona- 
than Johnston  from  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  Greene  county. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

IHAVE  THIS  DAY  APPROVED  AND  SIGNED 
the  following  acts  of  the  general  assembly,  and  di- 
rected the  secretary  to  return  the  same  to  the 
Jlouse  of  Representatives,  in  which  they  originated, 
viz: 

I  have  also  directed  the  secretary  to  lay  before  you, 
copies  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  legislatures  of  the 
states  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  agreeing  to  a  proposed 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
prohibiting  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  from  ac- 
cepting of  any  title,  pension,  office  of  honor  or  profit, 
&c.,  &c.,  from  any  foreign  power,  on  pain  of  a  forfeiture 
of  their  citizenship.  , 
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Copies  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  state, 
approving  of  the  foregoing  amendment,  have  been  for- 
warded to  the  president  of  the  Senate,  and  speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  governors  of  the  several  states  in  the  union. 

I  have  further  directed,  that  a  supersedeas  be  issued 
for  the  removal  of  Jonathan  Johnston  from  his  office 
of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Greene. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Lancaster,  March  1, 1811. 

^^State  of  Kentucky, 
^^Frankford,  February  9,  1811. 
"Sir: 

"Pursuant  to  the  duty  enjoined  on  me,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  resolution, 
passed  by  the  legislature  of  this  state,  at  their  last 
session. 

"I  am,  with  consideration  of  high  respect, 
"Your  most  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     "Charles  Scott. 
"His  excellency,  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania." 

"State  of  Kentucky, 
Jn  general  assembly,  January  29,  1811. 
"The  general  assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Kentucky,  have  taken  into  consideration,  the  section 
submitted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  proposing  that, 
'If  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  accept,  claim, 
receive,  or  retain  any  title  of  nobility  or  honor,  or  shall 
without  the  consent  of  congress,  accept  and  retain  any 
present,  pension,  office,  or  emolument,  of  any  kind 
whatever,  from  any  emperor,  king,  prince,  or  foreign 
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power,  such  person  shall  cease  to  be  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  be  incapable  of  holding  any 
office  of  trust  or  profit  under  them,  or  either  of  them.' 

"Whereupon, 

"Resolved,  That  the  assent  of  the  state  of  Kentucky 
be,  and  it  is  by  the  legislature  thereof,  hereby  given  to 
the  said  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  on  the  part  of  the  said  state  of 
Kentucky,  it  is  assented,  that  the  said  section  be  adopt- 
ed, and  shall  be  valid  and  binding  as  a  part  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  when  ratified  by  the 
legislatures  of  three  fourths  of  the  states. 

"Eesolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth 
be  requested  to  communicate  the  foregoing  resolution 
to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  governors  of  each  of  the  states.'' 


Proclamation  entitling  the  Union  Canal  Company 
to  the  benefits  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  for 
the  benefit  thereof. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]     Simon  Snyder. 

1^  N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 

thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.      By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  during  the  last  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  Commonwealth  an  act  was  passed  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Union  Canal  Company 
of  Pennsylvania,"  in  and  by  the  fifth  section  of  which 


Simon  Snyder.  74S 

act  it  is  provided  as  follows,  vizt:  "That  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  the  President  and  Managers  of  the 
Schujlkill  and  Susquehanna  Navigation  and  the  Presi- 
dent and  Managers  of  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill 
Canal  Navigation,  may  if  they  think  it  advisable,  call 
a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  their  respective  com- 
panies, by  advertisement  in  three  of  the  newspapers 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  one  whereof  to  be  German, 
once  a  week  for  four  succeeding  weeks;  said  meeting 
to  commence  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  close 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  majority  of 
the  stockholders  then  present  signifying  in  writing 
their  consent  and  agreement  to  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  this  act,  the  President  and  managers  of  each 
Corporation  aforesaid  shall  under  their  respective  cor- 
porate seals,  deliver  a  duplicate  of  said  instrument 
of  writing  to  the  Governor,  to  be  by  him  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth;  and 
that  thereupon  the  Governor  shall  declare  by  Pro- 
clamation this  law  to  have  full  force  and  effect."  And 
Whereas,  the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill and  Susquehanna  navigation,  and  the  President 
and  managers  of  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  canal 
navigation,  have  fully  complied  with  the  provisions  of 
the  said  section,  by  calling  a  meeting  of  the  stockhold- 
ers of  their  respective  companies,  and  signifying  to 
me  by  an  instrument  in  writing  under  their  hands 
and  their  respective  corporate  seals,  their  consent  and 
agreement  to  the  provision  contained  in  the  said  re- 
cited Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  by  the  said  in- 
strument deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth  will  appear: 

Now  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  power  and  au- 
thority to  me  by  law  given,  I  the  said  Simon  Snyder, 
Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  do  by  these  pres- 
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ents  declare  and  make  known  that  from  and  after  the 
day  of  the  date  hereof,  the  said  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  every  part  thereof,  is  to  have  full  force 
and  effect. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Lancaster,  this  thirtieth  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-fifth. 

By  the  Governor. 

James  Trimble,  Deputy  Spc  y 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly — i8i : 

Fellow  Citizens: 

THROUGH  THE  BLESSINGS  OF  DIVINE  PROV 
idence,  you  are  permitted  to  assemble,  and  to  de- 
liberate on  the  concerns  of  the  Commonwealth, 
in  peace  and  tranquility. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  discharge  of  the  im- 
portant duties  devolved  upon  us,  permit  me  to  join 
with  you,  in  sentiments  of  sincere  gratitude  to  that 
kind  Providence  who  has  favoured  us  with  a  continu- 
ance of  internal  peace  and  prosperity;  with  abundant 
productions  of  the  earth,  and  a  general  prevalence  of 
health  throughout  our  country.  Grateful  for  these 
blessings,  let  us  look  to  Him  that  formed,  and  can 
controul  the  human  mind,  to  direct  to  such  public 
measures,  as  will  best  promote  the  real,  substantial 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  our  country. 

The  communication  recently  made  to  Congress  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  voluminous 
documents  accompanying  the  same,  which  no  doubt 
you  all  have  read  with  attention  and  solicitude,  ex- 
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hibit  but  a  gloomy  prospect.  Amidst  this  gloom, 
however,  it  is  with  just  pride  and  pleasure,  we  notice 
the  firm,  the  candid,  and  impartial  conduct  of  the 
Executive,  towards  the  two  conflicting  powers,  who 
have  violated  the  laws  of  Nations  and  of  common  right 
— The  justice,  impartiality,  and  forbearance  of  the 
United  States,  will  be  matter  of  wonder  and  approba- 
tion, to  a  candid  world,  and  a  lasting  monument  to 
the  honor  of  a  free  republican  government,  while  it 
neutralizes  the  poison  of  calumny,  it  inspires  confi- 
dence, and  it  must  unite  the  hearts  and  hands,  of  all 
true  Americans  in  support  of  their  government,  iu 
every  measure  it  may  ultimately  adopt  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  our  rights,  or  to  avenge  our  wrongs.  If  in 
this  course  of  events,  a  last  appeal  must  be  made  to 
arms,  we  may  with  confidence  rely  on  the  valour  and 
patriotism  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  to  unite 
with  their  fellow  citizens  of  other  states,  in  supporting 
the  honor,  and  independence  of  our  beloved  country. 

It  is  a  matter  of  satisfaction  to  perceive  that  one  of 
the  belligerants  has  evinced  a  disposition  to  respect  our 
neutral  rights;  and  although  that  government  has  still 
left  strong  ground  for  complaint,  yet,  what  it  has  done, 
justifies  a  hope,  that  it  is  a  prelude  to  measures  of 
ample  justice.  On  the  part  of  the  other  belligerant, 
scarcely  a  symptom  appears  to  warrant  an  expectation 
of  an  amicable  adjustment.  To  the  General  Govern- 
ment, we  look  for  that  wisdom  in  Council,  and  per- 
severing energy  of  action,  which  will  cause  that  power 
to  respect  all  our  rights,  and  redress  our  injuries;  and 
especially  that  of  impressing  our  seamen.  To  despoil 
us  of  the  fruits  of  our  honest  industry,  and  legitimate 
enterprize,  is  palpably  unjust;  but  to  enslave  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  and  impel  by  the  galling  lash,  brother 
to  stain  his  hands  with  brother's  blood,  is  adding  insult 
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and  cruelty  to  injustice,  and  trampling  in  the  dust,  the 
most  precious  and  essential  attribute  of  a  free  and  in- 
dependent nation:  Devoutly  deprecating  the  miseries 
of  desolating  War,  prudence  imperiously  suggests  the 
propriety  and  the  necessity  of  preparing  to  meet  every 
event — this  consideration  will  naturally  lead  your  at' 
tention  to  the  revision  of  our  Militia  system. 

It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  that  a  well  organiz- 
ed, well  disciplined  and  well  appointed  militia,  is  the 
only  legitimate,  efficient,  and  safe  defence  of  a  free 
republican  government.  It  is  generally  acknowledged, 
that  the  present  system  is  materially  defective,  and 
the  repeated  essays  of  the  legislature,  on  that  import- 
ant subject,  proves  the  difficulty  of  forming  a  system, 
that  will  be  effective  in  its  operation,  without  being  op- 
pressive to  the  citizens.  Let  not,  however,  difficulty 
deter — rather  let  it  stimulate  to  exertion,  for  the  com- 
pletion of  so  indispensable  an  object.  While  on  this 
subject,  it  is  my  duty  to  state  to  you,  that  the  public 
arms  not  distributed,  are  suffering  material  injury,  in 
consequence  of  no  legal  provision  being  made  to  keep 
them  from  corroding  rust;  nor  are  those  which  have 
been  distributed  (except  such  as  are  in  the  hands  of 
volunteer  associations)  in  a  better  condition,  because 
of  the  insufficiency  of  the  regimental  funds;  from  the 
want  of  a  judicious  fiscal  arrangement  of  the  fines, 
when  collected,  as  well,  as  the  irregular  manner  of 
their  collection.  Frequent  applications  have  been 
made  by  volunteer  companies,  for  rifles ;  the  applicants 
could  not  be  gratified,  because  there  are  no  rifles  in 
possession  of  the  commonwealth.  To  you  is  submitted 
the  importance  and  propriety  of  making  provision,  to 
jneet  such  applications.  The  discipline  of  the  Militia 
is  materially  affected  by  the  frequent  change  of  officers 
arising  from  resignations,  generally  occasioned  by  the 
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expense  to  which  they  are  exposed  in  uniforming, 
equipping,  and  time  in  learning  the  military  art :  Per- 
haps a  small  compensation  from  the  state,  for  such 
sacrifices  or  an  exemption  from  militia  duty  after  a 
faithful  performance  of  their  duties  as  officers,  for  a 
given  period  of  years  might  probably  obviate  the  evil. 

To  the  subject  of  education  I  would  again  invite 
your  serious  attention.  Of  its  beneficial  effects  upon 
morals  and  political  institutions,  I  need  not  to  enlarge. 
To  ignorance,  our  prisons,  our  penitentiaries,  and  our 
]>oor  houses,  are  principally  indebted  for  their  inhabi- 
tants. The  value  of  education  is  incalculably  enhanced 
in  a  government  of  the  people,  such  as  ours,  where 
eA'Cry  Citizen  may  be  called  in  his  turn,  to  legislate, 
or  to  execute.  A  general  diffusion  of  knowledge,  can 
alone  ensure  and  perpetuate  our  republican  institu- 
tions. Without  a  competent  portion  of  information 
rational  liberty  cannot  be  realized.  It  ceases,  indeed, 
to  be  a  blessing.  It  degenerates  into  licentiousness. 
Your  predecessors  have  made  some  progress  in  the 
business,  but  not  to  the  extent  of  the  constitutional 
injunction. 

The  present  embarrassing  state  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, cutting  off  the  source  of  supplies  of  manufac- 
tures from  abroad,  which  we  were  in  the  habit  of  im- 
porting, will  necessarily  lead  your  particular  attention 
to  the  encouragement  of  our  own  manufactures :  The 
importance  of  the  subject,  will  receive  additional  force, 
from  the  recollection  of  the  frequent  recurrence  of 
manufacturing  establishments,  being  destroyed  by 
fire;  from  those  unfortunate  events  being  connected 
with  circumstances,  which-  excite  strong  suspicions 
that  incendiaries  have  been  employed  to  perform  the 
work  of  destruction,  and  check  the  enterprizing  spirit 
of  our  artizans.    Food  and  raiment  are  indispensable  to 
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the  preservation  of  real  independence;  The  fertility  of 
our  soil,  and  the  industry  of  our  husbandmen  afford 
an  ample  supply  of  the  former;  the  skill  and  enterprize 
of  our  artizans  with  the  abundant  supply  of  materials 
which  our  county  affords,  are  fully  competent  to  the 
latter,  and  only  want  the  fostering  hand  and  patronage 
of  government  to  make  us  in  the  true  and  most  unlim- 
ited sense  of  the  word,  an  independent  nation.  In  the 
midst  of  embarrassments  occasioned  by  the  interdic- 
tion of  commerce,  it  is  a  consolatory  idea,  that  those 
very  embarrassments,  have  a  tendency  to  wean  our 
citizens  from  a  too  ardent  pursuit  of  foreign  commer- 
cial speculations,  and  invites  their  attention  to  the  ex- 
ploration of  the  internal  resources  of  our  own  country, 
and  we  view  them  with  pleasure  directing  the  force  of 
their  genius,  their  enterprize,  and  their  capital  to  im- 
provements in  agriculture,  and  manufacturers,  which 
must  if  persevered  in,  ultimately  convert  a  transient 
calamity  into  a  permanent  substantial  national  advan- 
tage. Years  of  experience,  purchased,  it  is  true,  at 
great  expense,  must  convince  us  that  foreign  commerce 
is  a  good,  but  of  a  secondary  nature,  and  that  happiness 
and  prosperity,  must  be  sought  for,  within  the  limits 
of  our  own  country,  and  not  in  foreign  connections. 
Moral  honesty  amongst  individuals,  is  but  too  rare. 
Moral  honesty  in  governments,  especially  those  found- 
ed in  violence  and  wrong,  is  visionary.  The  import- 
ance of  the  subject  upon  which  I  have  been  addressing 
you,  is  too  palpable  to  require  argument  to  enforce  it, 
and  will  command  that  portion  of  your  deliberations, 
which  it  deserves. 

Intimately  connected  with  the  foregoing  subject,  is 
that  of  improving  our  roads;  the  navigation  of  our 
rivers;  and  the  opening  of  canals,  by  which  the  surplus 
of  articles  produced  in  one  part  of  the  ceuntry,  may 
be  transported  to  another,  with  cheapness  and  facility. 
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To  the  former  of  these  subjects,  the  attention  of  your 
predecessors  has  been  directed  with  considerabhB 
effect.  The  liberality  of  the  last  legislature,  in  the 
encouragement  given  to  the  improving  of  roads,  and 
bu'lding  bridges,  has  justly  received  the  approba- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  commonwealth.  These  mon- 
uments of  public  liberality,  I  am  happy  to  say,  have 
l)een  so  effectually  supported  by  private  wealth,  and 
individual  exertion,  that  during  the  recess  of  the  leg- 
islature, three  companies  have  had  charters  of  incor- 
poration granted  them,  for  the  building  of  as  many 
bridges  over  the  Susquehanna  river,  viz:  at  M'Call's 
ferry;  at  Columbia,  and  at  Sunbury.  On  reviewing 
that  subject  you  will  probably  discover  that  something 
j}iore,  still  remains  to  be  done.  Little  yet,  has  been 
done  in  cutting  canals,  and  to  that  point,  I  would 
solicit  your  particular  attention.  The  superior  advan- 
tages of  water  carriage,  are  too  well  understood,  to  re- 
quire much  argument  to  prove,  or  to  illustrate  them. 
The  importance  of  such  improvements,  will  be  greatly 
enhanced,  by  recollecting  that  our  country  can  be  most 
effectually  annoyed,  on  the  sea-board.  Maritime  and 
hostile  nations  have  it  in  their  power  not  only  to  inter- 
]  upt,  but  almost  to  destroy  our  coasting  and  cut  off  the 
trade  and  water  communication  between  the  States. 
This  evil  can  only  be  averted  by  opening  canals,  and 
so  numerous  and  so  situated  are  our  lakes,  rivers,  and 
lesser  streams,  that  by  exertions,  worthy  the  magni- 
tude, and  immense  advantages  of  the  object,  both  as  it 
regards  interest  and  safety,  water  communications 
might  be  opened,  so  as  to  connect  the  eastern  and 
western  ,  the  northern  and  southern  extremes  of  the 
ITnited  States.  This  subject  has  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  our  sister  States.  The  state  of  New  York  is 
now  assiduously  employed  in  the  project  of  opening  a 
water  communication  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Hud- 
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son  river.  From  a  view  of  the  map  of  Pennsylvania, 
as  well  as  from  information  derived  from  enlightened 
and  scientific  men,  who  have  explored  the  country  with 
a  special  view  to  that  subject,  itis  confidently  believed, 
that  Lake  Erie  can  with  less  diflSculty  and  expense,  be 
connected  with  the  principal  navigable  waters  of  this 
state.  It  is  confidently  hoped,  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment will  not  be  inattentive  to  the  importance  of 
these  water  communications,  which  have  been  men- 
tioned. There  is  one  which'  may  be  considered  as  a 
preliminary  step  towards  the  accomplishment  of  so 
interesting  and  important  a  work,  which  I  conceive  is 
completely  within  the  power  of  the  State  to  effect — the 
connection  of  the  Susquehanna  with  the  Schuylkill  and 
Delaware  rivers.  A  company  for  that  purpose  has  al- 
ready been  incorporated,  but,  in  all  probablity,  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  State,  neither  the  exertions,  the  en- 
terprize,  nor  the  resources  of  the  company  will  be  ade- 
quate to  the  object:  Some  consideration,  I  trust,  will 
be  bestowed  on  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  aiding 
them  by  a  loan  of  money  upon  moderate  interest,  until 
their  prospective  resources  can  be  brought  into  action. 
i  am  persuaded  of  its  practicability.  The  object  is 
worthy  of  legislative  aid  and  patronage,  and  it  would 
be  honorable  even  to  have  failed  in  so  laudable  an  at- 
tempt. I  have  only  to  add  on  the  foreging  subject 
generally — that  domestic  is  immensely  more  valuable 
than  foreign  commerce,  as  it  regards  pecuniary  con- 
siderations, and  iu  a  political  view,  it  becomes  still 
more  enhanced.  It  would  form  an  indissoluble  bond  of 
union.  It  would  forever  banish  the  idea  of  a  severa- 
tion  of  the  States.  It  would  create  new  and  strong 
ties  and  dependencies,  new  and  reciprocal  advantages, 
and  excite  new  sympathies  and  affections  among  the 
children  of  the  same  American  family. 
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The  legislator,  as  well  as  the  moralist,  will  search 
for  the  sources  of  evil,  either  felt,  or  feared,  in  the 
corruption  of  the  morals  or  manners  of  the  people,  as 
well  as  in  the  defects  of  their  political  institutions.  In 
fact,  he  will  perceive  that  they  have  a  necessary,  and 
reciprocal  influence  on  each  other.  A  republican  leg- 
islator, will  examine  the  subject  with  peculiar  interest, 
because  he  is  aware,  that  the  stability  of  the  govern- 
ment depends,  not  only  on  the  information,  but  the 
virtue,  of  the  people.  There  are  national  vices,  which 
are  nothing  more  or  less,  than  the  aggregate  vices  of 
individuals,  which  invite  national  punishment.  The 
predominant  vices  of  our  country,  are  too  palpable  to 
require  a  particular  detail.  These  few  remarks  will 
lead  your  attention  to  the  revision  of  the  laws  for  the 
suppression  of  Vice  and  Immorality — they  are  either 
too  lenient  in  their  penalties,  or  too  lax  and  imperfect 
in  their  provisions,  to  correct,  or  controul  the  progress 
of  moral  depravity. 

That  an  evil  of  any  considerable  magnitude  should 
exist  in  Pennsylvania,  without  an  appropriate  remedy, 
need  only  to  be  mentioned,  to  ensure  your  early  atten- 
tion. Application  has  lately  been  made  to  the  Su- 
preme Court,  by  the  Attorney  General,  for  leave  to  file 
an  information,  in  the  nature  of  a  quo- warranto  against 
the  trustees  of  a  certain  literar^^  institution  for  their 
misuse  of  a  donation  made  them  by  the  Legislature. 
Another  application  was  made  by  the  same  officer,  that 
an  information,  also  in  the  nature  of  a  quo-warranto, 
might  be  filed,  and  a  rule  granted,  to  shew  cause,  why 
a  certain  other  Corporation,  should  not  be  dissolved  for 
abuse  of  its  powers.  The  process  prayed  for,  was  re- 
fused in  both  cases,  on  the  ground,  that  the  Court  had 
no  jurisdiction.  Authentic  copies  of  the  proceedings 
had  before  the  Court,  will  form  the  subject  of  a  special 
message. 

48— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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By  a  law  passed  the  thirtieth  day  of  January  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  it  is  enacted,  that  the 
robbery  or  larceny  of  bank  notes,  of  any  incorporated 
banks,  shall  be  punished  in  the  same  manner,  as  the 
robbery,  or  larceny  of  any  goods  or  chattels  of  equal 
amount.  However  laudable  the  intention  of  this  law 
may  have  been,  experience  has  shewn  it  to  be  produc- 
tive of  consequences  injurious  to  property  and  morals: 
for,  agreeably  to  the  interpretation  this  act  has  receiv- 
ed from  the  highest  judicial  authority,  it  is  necessary 
in  all  cases  of  prosecution  under  it,  to  state  in  the  in- 
dictment that  the  notes  stolen  are  the  notes  of  an  in- 
corporated bank;  and  as  it  is  requisite  that  all  the  ma- 
terial allegations  in  an  indictment  should  be  proved  on 
the  trial,  convictions  are  thereby  rendered  difficult  and 
sometimes  impracticable.  Bank  notes  of  all  the  states 
in  the  Union  are  occasionally  found  in  circulation,  and 
to  require  the  prosecuting  officer  to  make  proof  in  any 
of  the  Courts  of  justice,  in  this  Commonwealth,  of 
the  actual  incorporation  of  a  bank  in  South  Carolina,  or 
in  any  other  distant  state,  is  attended  with  obvious  and 
sometimes  with  insurmountable  difficulties. 

The  restriction  of  the  act  in  question  to  notes  of 
Banks  in  Pennsylvania  might  perhaps  make  it  less  ex- 
ceptionable. Thus  restricted  it  would  still  tend  to 
secure  one  of  its  principal  objects,  and  prevent  the 
evils,  which  have  sprung,  and  may  yet  spring  from 
the  existence,  or  formation  within  this  state  of  unau- 
thorized banking  associations. 

By  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  passed  the  eleventh 
day  of  March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine, 
persons  indicted  for  any  criminal  offence  in  the  Mayor's 
Court  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  addition  to  the 
privilege  they  enjoy  of  removing  the  same  into  the 
supreme  Court,  have  the  right  forthwith  to  demand 
that  such  indictment  be  removed  to  the  court  of  Quar-* 
ter  Sessidns  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  there  to  be 
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proceeded  on  and  tried.  The  operation  also  of  this  law 
has  been  found  to  produce  embarrassment,  delay,  and 
not  unfrequently,  the  entire  failure  of  justice.  The 
guilty  party  dreading  the  moment  of  trial,  removes 
the  indictment  when  the  public  officer  is  prepared  to 
call  it  up  for  trial.  That  the  accused  should  have  the 
right  thus  to  interrupt  the  proceedings  without  any 
previous  notice  and  remove  them  to  a  court  not  of 
superior,  but  of  co-ordinate  powders  and  jurisdiction, 
without  alledging  any  reason  for  such  removal,  is  such 
a  novelty  in  jurisprudence  and  attended  with  so  many 
inconveniences,  that  I  have  considered  it  an  important 
duty  to  present  the  subject  to  your  consideration.  If 
a  repeal  be  not  deemed  salutary,  the  imposition  at  least 
of  some  terms  upon  this  right,  might  prove  an  useful 
amendment. 

These  remarks  upon  particular  laws,  leads  me  to 
some  reflections  on  our  system  of  criminal  jurispru- 
dence. Though  its  general  excellence  is  acknowledged 
by  the  enlightened  statesman  and  philanthropist,  yet 
it  is  evidently  defective  in  arrangement.  By  progres- 
sive acts  of  legislation,  our  criminal  laws,  at  this  time, 
amount  in  number  to  more  than  fifty.  The  distant  in- 
tervals of  time  at  which  different  provisions  on  similar 
subjects  have  been  enacted;  the  variety  of  penal  or 
prohibitory  clauses  interspersed  in  statutes  which 
otherwise  relate  to  matters  of  a  civil  nature;  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  complex  references  from  one  act  to  another, 
the  partial  repeals  of  laws,  and  sections  of  laws,  con- 
nected with  others  of  a  subsequent  date,  the  difficulty 
of  collecting,  from  fractional  parts  of  various  acts,  the 
meaning  of  the  legislature,  so  as  to  produce  one  lucid 
whole,  creates  much  embarrassment,  and  destroys  that 
perspicuity,  which  is  one  of  the  most  important  char- 
acteristics of  a  good  penal  code.  The  confusion  occa- 
sioned by  these  several  causes  has  frequently  perplex- 
ed the  inquiries  of  men  the  most  accustomed  to  judicial 
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researches,  and  too  often  rendered  the  subject  of  legis- 
lative provisions  totally  unintelligible  to  the  generality 
of  our  citizens.  It  is  respectfully  conceived,  that  in 
Pennsylvania,  claiming  among  her  sons  those  from 
whom  has  emanated  the  ameliorating  spirit  of  this  in- 
teresting branch  of  our  polity,  there  cannot  be  wanting 
that  portion  of  an  enlightened  and  benignant  zeal 
which  may  be  necessary  for  its  attainment  to  a  still 
higher  state  of  perfection. 

While  on  the  subject  of  criminal  jurisprudence, 
permit  me  to  reiterate  the  suggestion  made  to  a  late 
Legislature,  ^'whether  the  substitution  of  imprison- 
ment during  life,  or  any  other  punishment,  would  be 
productive  of  less  evil  to  society  than  the  punishment 
of  death,  is  a  question  meriting  the  attention  of  hu- 
mane and  enlightened  Legislators."  Without  pre- 
suming at  this  enlightened  period  of  our  policy  to  at- 
tempt, by  arguments  familiar  to  you  all,  to  impress  the 
suggestion ;  I  may  be  permitted  to  state  the  important 
fact,  that  in  Pennsylvania,  containing  nearly  one  mil- 
lion of  souls,  only  one  person  has  been  convicted  of  the 
crime  of  wilful  murder  for  the  period  of  two  years  and 
a  half  past!  The  inferences  are  obvious — either  that 
ilie  habits,  manners,  and  religious  opinions,  of  a  respec- 
table number  of  our  citizens,  make  them  recoil  from 
being  in  anywise  instrumental  in  bringing  to  the  bar 
of  justice,  testifying  against,  or  convicting,  a  fellow 
being,  when  they  know  that  the  consequence  of  that 
conviction  is  to  be  the  death  of  the  criminal;"  or  that 
the  crime  of  wilful  murder  is  seldom,  if  at  all,  com- 
mitted in  Pennsylvania;  "and  that,"  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  a  philanthropic  Committee  contained  in  a  re- 
port on  the  journal  of  one  of  your  Houses,  "the  pro- 
pitious moment  has  now  arrived  for  giving  the  last 
htamp  of  greatness  and  humanity  to  the  character  of 
Pennsylvania."  Shall  it  then  be  said,  that  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  triumph  the  purest  principles  of  legisla- 
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lion,  revenge  and  blood  shall  longer  stain  her  code  of 
laws. 

Elevated  as  is  her  character  for  humanity,  there  is 
yet  permitted  to  remain  one  other  stain  on  the  other- 
wise fair  and  benign  features  of  her  polity.  The  gall- 
ing yoke  of  slavery  is  still  felt  by  some  of  our  fellow^ 
creatures  in  different  parts  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
its  pressure  is  made  the  more  severe  by  witnessing  the 
happiness  and  freedom  of  surrounding  multitudes.  A 
recent  act  of  cruelty  which  came  under  my  notice,  and 
which  awakened  feelings  of  a  painful  and  destressing 
nature  will,  I  trust,  excuse  the  introduction  to  your 
notice  of  a  subject  so  very  interesting  to  the  whole 
human  family,  and  embracing  facts  and  practices  pal- 
pably inconsistent  with  the  terms  and  spirit  of  that 
fundamental  and  immutable  law  of  reason  "That  all 
men  are  born  free  and  equal." 

The  several  law^s  for  the  sale  of  unappropriated  lands 
within  the  purchase  of  1768,  and  preceding  purchases, 
require  amendment.  It  is,  has  been,  matter  of  regret, 
that  the  benevolent  intention  of  the  state  by  lowering 
the  price  of  her  lands  and  thereby  bringing  the  acqui- 
sition of  real  estates  within  the  means  of  the  poor  [im- 
provement and  actual  residence  being  a  necessary  pre- 
requisite to  the  obtaining  of  a  warrant]  has,  in  a  great 
measure,  been  defeated  by  the  crafty  speculator,  who, 
by  suborning  the  ignorant  or  corrupt,  obtains  a  title 
from  the  State,  without  having  brought  his  claim  with- 
in the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  laws. 

Under  a  mistaken  application  (by  the  Land  Officers) 
of  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  the  third  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-tw^o,  offering 
for  sale,  vacant  unappropriated  lands.  To  the  laws  of 
1785  and  1786,  by  which  latter  laws  were  set  apart  and 
appropriated  a  tract  of  country,  north  and  west  of  the 
rivers  Ohio  and  Allegheny,  for  the  redemption  of  de- 
preciation certificates,  a  loss  has  been  sustained  by  the 
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Commonwealth:  Actual  settlers  on  these  appropriated 
lands  having  (under  the  law  of  the  third  of  April, 
1792)  obtained  warrants,  and  some  of  them  patents 
without  having  refunded,  as  was  directed  by  law,  their 
due  proportion  of  upwards  of  eleven  thousand  dollars 
paid  by  the  State  for  surveying  those  lands.  The 
legislature,  it  is  presumed,  will  perceive  the  necessity 
of  confirming  such  titles  as  were  granted  in  mistake, 
and  also  of  prescribing  some  mode  whereby  settlers  on 
other  such  lands  may  obtain  legal  titles  from  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Owing  to  the  circumstances  of  the  Offices  of  Master 
of  the  Rolls  and  Recorder  of  deeds  for  the  county  of 
Philadelphia  having  been  at  one  time  vested  in  the 
same  person,  state  papers  and  papers  of  a  local  nature 
have  been  promiscuously  recorded  in  the  same  books, 
some  of  which  books  remain  in  the  office  of  the  said 
Recorder  of  deeds,  and  some  remain  in  the  Land  Office: 
that  much  difficulty  is  caused  by  such  a  state  of  things 
ih  evident,  and  needs  legislative  correction. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  by  your  predecessors 
to  view  the  several  roads  leading  from  Harrisburgh  to 
Pittsburgh  have  made  report,  as  they  were  by  law 
directed  to  do,  which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

The  venerable  Indian  Chief,  to  whom  your  prede- 
cessors granted  forty  dollars  immediately,  and  forty 
dollars  yearly,  during  life,  did  not  live  to  enjoy  that 
truly  laudable  and,  by  him,  well  merited  remuneration- 
for  many  and  important  services  rendered  the  State 
during  the  revolutionary  war.  He  died  shortly  before 
the  passage  of  the  law.  May  I  be  permitted  to  invite 
the  present  legislature  to  extend  (by  a  small  donation) 
to  his  sons  a  portion  of  that  benevolent  feeling  which 
pervaded  the  last  General  Assembly,  when  considering 
the  case  of  their  ancestor. 

There  are  other  subjects  which  will  present  them- 
selves to  your  consideration.     Amongst  these,  permit 
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me  to  say,  is  the  necessity  of  a  law  for  continuing  an 
health  office  for  the  City  and  Port  of  Philadelphia.  A 
rigid  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  existing  law 
was  instrumental  in  preventing  the  introduction  of 
contagious  diseases  from  abroad,  but  the  provisions  in 
that  law  for  averting  the  danger  that  may  arise  from 
domestic  causes  are  generally  considered  to  be  insuffi- 
cient. The  interest  you  feel  in  preserving  the  lives, 
and  securing  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  so  large  a 
portion  of  our  Citizens,  will,  it  is  presumed,  direct  the 
application  of  appropriate  remedies  in  a  new  law,  which 
the  expiration,  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  the 
legislature,  of  the  present  law  makes  necessary. 

By  the  investiture  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
in  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  at  par,  under  the 
act  continuing  the  Charter  of  that  institution,  passed 
the  fourteenth  day  of  February  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nine,  we  may  with  safety  calculate  on  an 
addition  to  our  annual  revenue  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars (that  institution  having  lately  paid  the  State  a 
dividend  of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum).  This  addition, 
independently  of  those  sources  of  revenue  from  whence 
were  derived  the  means  by  which  was  effected  the  in- 
vestiture itself,  and  which  are  not  jet  exhausted,  as 
will  appear  from  a  report  to  be  made  by  the  accountant 
officers,  exhibiting  a  comprehensive  view  of  our  finan- 
ces, will,  at  a  time  when  the  general  prosperity  seems 
so  strongly  to  invite  it,  justify  a  renewal  of  a  sugges- 
tion to  a  Legislature  in  whose  exertions  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  public  good,  I  repose  implicit  confidence, 
that  such  ample  means  liberally,  but  judiciously  ap- 
plied in  cutting  canals,  improving  roads,  and  the  navi- 
gation of  rivers;  in  fostering  our  infant  manufactures; 
and  in  the  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge,  will  command 
the  approbation  and  applause  of  our  fellow  citizens. 

Such  duties  as  by  legislative  injunction  devolved  on 
the  Executive,  have  been,  I  trust,  duly  performed.     Id 
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all  your  endeavors  to  promote  the  future  interest  of 
the  Commonwealth,  be  assured  of  my  prompt  and  zeal- 
ous co-operation. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  December  5th,  1811. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents. 

I  HAVE  DIRECTED  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
Commonwealth,  to  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  ratl- 
ing on  the  part  of  that  state,  a  proposed  amendment  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  prohibiting  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  from  receiving  any  title  of 
nobility,  or  pension,  from  any  foreign  power: — Copies 
of  proceedings  had  in  the  Supreme  Court,  relative  to 
the  cases  adverted  to  in  my  communication  of  the  5th 
inst.;  not  having  been  furnished  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Court  at  large,  as  respects  those  cases,  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  laying  before  you,  a  copy  of  an  opinion  of 
the  Court,  given  in  a  case  of  a  similar  nature. — Copies 
of  a  report  of  the  Commissioners,  appointed  by  the  act 
of  Assembly,  of  April  2d,  1811,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
viewing what  are  commonly  called,  the  Northern  and 
Southern  routes,  for  a  turnpike  road  from  Harrisburg 
to  Pittsburg — a,  draught  of  said  routes  has  been  de- 
posited in  the  Secretary's  office. — Also,  a  copy  of  a  law 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  and,  of  a  letter  from  the  com- 
missioners appointed  by  that  law,  for  the  consideration 
of  all  matters  relating  to  a  contemplated  canal  naviga- 
tion, between  the  great  Lakes  and  Hudson  river.  By 
the  latter  papers  you  will  perceive  the  enterprising 
spirit  of  that  state,  has  not  abated.  That  she  is  now 
the  first  state  in  the  Union,  as  to  population,  may  be 
fairly  ascribed  to  the  very  liberal  support  she  has  given 
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to  public  improvements.  Her  success,  I  confidently 
hope,  will  awaken  a  laudable  spirit  of  emulation  in  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Lancaster,  Dec.  11th,  1811. 

Communication  from  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey. 
State  of  New  Jersey. 
An  Act  to  ratify  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  General 
Assembly  of  this  state,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  proposed  by  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  states,  which  pro- 
posed amendment  is  in  the  following  words,  viz: 

"If  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  accept, 
"claim,  receive,  or  retain  any  title  of  nobility  or  honor, 
"or  shall  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  accept  and 
"retain  any  present,  pension,  office,  or  emolument  of 
"any  kind  w^hatsoever,  from  any  emperor,  king,  prince, 
"or  foreign  power,  such  person  shall  cease  to  be  a  citi- 
"zen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  incapable  of 
"holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  them  or 
either  of  them."  Be  and  the  same  is  hereby  upon  the 
part  of  this  legislature  and  in  the  name  of  this  state, 
ratified  and  made  a  part  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Trenton,  March  7th,  1811. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  above  law,  ratifying 
on  the  part  of  this  state,  a  certain  amendment  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States. 

[Signed]     Joseph  Bloomfield, 

Governor  of  New  Jersey. 
His  excellency,  the  Governor  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
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Inaugural  Address — 181 1. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

THREE  YEARS  HAVE  THIS  DAY  ELAPSED, 
since,  in  this  House,  surrounded,  as  I  now  am  by 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, I  solemnly  swore  to  devote  all  the  energies  of  my 
mind,  to  the  promotion  of  their  happiness. 

I  have  a  well  grounded  reason  to  believe,  that  my 
zealous  efforts  have  not  been  unsuccessful;  because, 
they  have  received  the  approbation  of  a  free  and  en- 
lightened community.  My  re-election,  and  the  circum- 
stances attending  it,  fills  my  heart  with  gratitude,  and 
produces  a  more  perfect  and  entire  devotion,  if  possible, 
of  all  my  faculties,  to  the  service  of  the  people,  who 
have  thus  honorably  distinguished  me.  I  am  sensible 
that  my  personal  merits  have  contributed  but  little,  to 
the  concentration  of  the  public  suffrage.  A  faithful 
adherence  to  republican  principles,  an  earnest  desire 
to  promote  the  public  prosperity,  and  a  general  co-in- 
cidence of  opinion,  upon  public  measures,  with  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people ;  united  to  a  cordial  co-opera- 
tion with  them  in  all  their  efforts  to  promote  the  pub- 
lic weal,  are  the  true  causes  of  the  unanimity  which 
has  been  so  happily  manifested,  at  the  general  election. 

We  are,  fellow  citizens,  placed  in  authority,  at  a 
momentous  period  of  our  national  history.  The  storm 
of  war  which  has  long  been  desolating  the  old  world, 
howls  along  our  coasts,  and  hovers  over  our  habita- 
tions :  whether  it  may  be  dispelled,  or  descend  upon  us, 
in  all  its  fury,  remains  undetermined.  The  Representa- 
tives of  all  the  people  of  the  several  states,  are  now  in 
council.  They  have  access  to  the  best  sources  of  in- 
formation, as  to  the  conduct  of  the  belligerants.  They 
well  know  the  sentiments  of  their  constituents,  and  we 
may  safely  rely  on  their  wisdom  and  patriotism,  faith- 
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fully  to  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  them.  If  they 
should  determine,  that  we  have  not  only  exhausted 
the  cup  of  forbearance,  but  tasted  of  that  of  humilia- 
tion; and  that  our  only  hope  of  having  our  wrongs 
redressed,  and  our  rights  respected,  and  of  holding 
our  equal  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  is  by 
an  appeal  to  the  last  resort;  then,  let  us,  as  citizens 
and  public  functionaries,  manfully  prepare  to  do  our 
duty.  Let  the  voice  of  faction  be  heard  no  more;  but, 
let  every  arm  be  raised  to  defend  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties, and  maintain  the  Independence  of  the  only  free 
people  upon  the  earth.  Let  us  differ  (if  we  must  differ) 
about  men,  or  minor  political  questions;  let  us,  how- 
ever, be  unanimous  in  our  measures  against  the  com- 
mon enemy.  Let  the  sword  and  the  shield  be  uplifted 
by  the  nation,  as  a  band  of  brothers  and  freemen,  who, 
having  a  righteous  and  common  cause,  are  determined 
that  neither  art  nor  intrigue;  force  nor  fraud,  shall  in- 
duce them  to  abandon  the  common  standard,  upon 
which  is  impressed  the  glorious  motto  of  "virtue, 
liberty,  and  independence."  With  such  determina- 
tions, we  shall  be  as  invincible,  as  our  cause  is  just  and 
sacred. 

Again  permit  me,  though  faintly,  to  express  to  you, 
and  through  you,  to  all  my  fellow  citizens,  the  grati- 
tude I  feel  for  the  distinguished  manner  of  my  re-elec- 
tion: To  renew  the  assurances  of  my  devotednes  to 
the  promotion  of  the  happiness  of  our  common  country; 
and  to  assure  you  of  my  good  wishes  for  your  personal 
welfare. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Lancaster,  December  17th,  U811. 
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To  the  Senate  Announcing  the  Re-appointment  of 
Nathaniel  B.  Boileau  as  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Lancaster,  Dec.  18th,  1811. 
Sir: 

BE  PLEASED  TO  INFORM  THE  SENATE,  THAT  I 
did  yesterday,  re-appoint  Nathaniel  B.  Boileau,  to 
be  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  during  my 
continuance  in  office,  agreeably  to  the  fifteenth  section, 
of  the  second  article  of  the  constitution  of  this  com- 
monwealth. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
P.  C.  Lane,  Esq., 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents. 

1  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  COPIES  OF  AN  ACT 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  passed  on 
the  21st  day  of  December  last,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  apportionment  of  representatives,  among  the  sev- 
eral states,  according  to  the  third  enumeration."  And 
also  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Tenn- 
essee, disapproving  of  sundry  amendments,  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  as  proposed  by  the  legis- 
latures of  the  states  of  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia:  And  approving  of  one  proposed  by  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  United 
States — Also,  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the 
state  of  Vermont,  approving  of  the  said  amendment, 
last  mentioned. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  January  9th,  1812. 
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Department  of  State,  December  27th  1811. 

(Circular.) 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you,  a  copy  of  "An 
act  for  the  apportionment  of  representatives,  among 
the  several  states,  according  to  the  third  enumera- 
tion." 

As  the  subject  will  necessarily  engage  the  attention 
of  the  legislature  of  your  state,  at  an  early  period,  I 
have  thought  it  proper  to  hasten  the  transmission  of 
this  document,  to  you,  and  am,  with  perfect  respect, 
Sir, 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     James  Monroe. 
His  excellency  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania. 

An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Eepresentatives, 
among  the  several  states,  according  to  the  third 
enumeration. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  the  House  of 
Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  members  elected 
agreeably  to  a  ratio  of  one  representative  for  every  thir- 
ty-live thousand  persons  in  each  state,  computed  ac- 
cording to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  that  is  to  say:  Within  the  state  of 
New  Hampshire,  six;  within  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts, twenty;  within  the  state  of  Vermont,  six;  with- 
in the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  two;  within  the  state  of 
Connecticut,  seven;  within  the  state  of  New  York, 
twenty-seven;  within  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  six; 
within  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  twenty-three;  with- 
in the  state  of  Delaware,  two;  within  the  state  of  Mary- 
land, nine;  within  the  state  of  Virginia,  twenty-three 
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— within  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  thirteen;  within 
the  state  of  South  Carolina,  nine;  within  the  state  of 
Georgia,  six;  within  the  state  of  Kentucky,  ten;  within 
the  state  of  Ohio,  six;  within  the  state  of  Tennessee, 
six. 

[Signed]     H.  Clay,  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
[Signed]     Geo.   Clinton,  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  President  of  the  Senate. 
December  21st,  1811. 
Approved, 

[Signed]     James  Madison. 


To  the  Assembly  approving  certain  Acts  and  trans- 
mitting certain  document. 

1HAVE  THIS  DAY  APPROVED  AND  SIGNED 
the  following  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
directed  the  secretary  to  return  the  same  to  the 

houses,  in  which  they  respectively  originated,  viz: 

*  *  *  «  *  «  » 

I  have  also  directed  to  be  laid  before  you,  copies  of 
two  several  acts,  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states  of 
Maryland  and  North  Carolina,  ratifying  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  tending  to  pre- 
vent citizens  of  the  United  States,  from  accepting  pen- 
sions, titles  of  honor,  &c.,  &c.,  from  any  foreign  power, 
without  the  consent  of  Congress. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  January  28th,  1812. 

Documents  Referred  to  in  the  Message. 

In  Council, 
Annapolis,  November  16th,  1811. 
Sir: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, of  this  State,  we  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
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to  your  excellency,  herewith  enclosed,  an  authenticated 
copy  of  an  act,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Maryland,  ratifying  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  proposed  by  Con- 
gress to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states. 
We  are,  with  high  consideration  and  respect, 
Your  obedient  servants, 

[Signed]     KOBERT  BOWIE. 
His  excellency  the  Governor 

of  Pennsylvania. 
Maryland,  set.:     . 

At  a  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland, 
begun  and  held  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  on  Monday, 
the  fifth  of  November,  and  ended  on  the  twenty-fifth 
of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten. — His  excellency  Edward  Lloyd, 
Esq.,  Governor;  amongst  others,  the  following  law  was 
enacted,  to  wit :  No.  162.  "An  act  to  ratify  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, proposed  by  Congress,  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  states." 

Whereas,  at  the  second  session  of  the  11th  Congress 
of  the  ITnited  States,  begun  and  held  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  in  the  territory  of  Columbia,  on  Monday, 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  it  was  resolved  as  follows,  to 
wit : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled,  Two-thirds  of  both  houses  concurring,  that 
the  following  section  be  submitted  to  the  legislatures 
of  the  several  states :  which,  when  ratified  by  the  leg- 
islatures of  three-fourths  of  the  states,  shall  be  valid 
and  binding,  as  a  part  of  the  constitution  of  the  U.  S. 

If  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  shall  accept, 
claim,  receive,  or  retain  any  title  of  nobility,  or  honor, 
or  shall  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  accept  and 
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retain,  any  present,  pension,  office,  or  emolument,  of 
any  kind  whatever,  from  any  emperor,  king,  prince,  or 
foreign  power,  such  person  shall  cease  to  be  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  incapable  of  holding 
any  office  of  trust  or  profit,  under  them,  or  either  of 
them." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland, 
That  the  aforesaid  amendment  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by confirmed  and  ratified. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents. 

1HAVE  THIS  DAY  APPROVED  AND  SIGNED 
the  following  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
directed  the  secretary  to  return  the  same  to  the 

houses,. in  which  they  respectively  originated,  viz. 

«      «      *      *********      *      *      *     * 

I  have  also  directed  copies  of  an  act,  passed  by  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  at  their  last 
session,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  New  Hope  Delaware  bridge  company;"  and  of 
Governor  Bloomfield's  letter,  accompanying  the  same. 
Also,  copies  of  a  letter  from  James  Mease,  containing 
a  proposition  for  depositing,  among  the  archives  of  this 
commonwealth,  the  original  charters,  from  Charles 
the  2d  and  the  Duke  of  York,  to  William  Penn. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Lancaster,  February  3d,  1812. 

State  of  New  Jersey, 
Trenton,  23d  January,  1812. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  an  act,  passed  by 
the  legislature  of  this  state,  entitled  "An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  subscribers  to  the   New    Hope    Delaware 
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bridge  company,"  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  laid 
before  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  to  vest,  if  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania  shall  deem  proper,  like 
powers  and  authority  in  the  subscribers  to  erect  the 
said  bridge. 

Very  respectfully. 
Your  excellency's 

Most  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     Joseph  Bloomfield. 
His  excellency  Simon  Snyder,  Governor, 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Philadelphia,  January  20th,  1812. 
Sir: 

Mr.  John  R.  Coates,  of  this  city,  brought  with  him 
two  years  since,  from  London,  the  original  charter  of 
Charles  the  2d  and  the  Duke  of  York,  to  William  Penn ; 
which,  upon  my  suggestion,  he  is  willing  to  deposit 
among  the  archives  of  the  state,  upon  their  removal 
to  the  lire-proof  offices,  at  Harrisburg:  Provided  a  re- 
quest is  made  by  you,  for  the  papers,  or  by  the  legis- 
lature; and  that  public  notice  be  taken  of  the  docu- 
ments being  in  their  possession. — Mr.  Coates,  also  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  provision  being  made,  for  liberty 
to  use  them  in  evidence,  as  in  a  recent  trial,  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  printed  copies  of  them,  was  doubted,  by 
the  counsel  opposed  to  the  claim  of  the  Penn  family, 
and  required  the  production  of  the  original  documents, 
in  court.  Mr.  Coates  says,  he  will  not  trust  the  papers, 
in  the  hands  of  any  one,  except  himself,  until  the 
papers  of  the  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  are  re- 
moved to  Harrisburg. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

[Signed]     James  Mease. 
His  excellency  Simon  Snyder, 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

49— Vol.  IV— 4tli  Ser. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents. 

1HAVE  THIS  DAY  APPROVED  AND  SIGNED 
the  following  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
directed  the  secretary  to  return  the  same  to  the 

houses,  in  which  they  respectively  originated,  viz: 

♦  *  *  *  *  *  ♦ 

I  have  also  directed  to  be  laid  before  you,  copies  of 
a  resolution,  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Georgia,  at  their  last  session,  approbatory  of  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  proposed 
by  congress,  relating  to  incapacitating  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  from  accepting  titles  of  honor,  pensions, 
places  of  trust  or  profit,  &c.,  &c.,  from  any  foreign 
power. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  February  22d,  1812. 

Executive  Department,  Georgia, 
Milledgeville,  4th  January,  1812. 
Sir: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, of  this  state,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you 
a  copy  of  a  resolution,  passed  by  them  at  their  last 
session,  ratifying  and  confirming  an  amendment  pro- 
posed by  congress,  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

I  am  sir. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect. 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     D.  B.  Mitchell. 
His  excellency  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania. 

State  of  Georgia, 
In  Senate,  22d  November,  1811. 
Whereas,  his  excellency  the  Governor  of  this  state, 
has  laid  before  this  General  Assembly,  a  resolution, 
passed  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 
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Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  congress  assembled,  two-thirds  of  both  houses 
concurring,  that  the  following  section  be  submitted  to 
the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  which,  when  rati- 
fied by  the  legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  states, 
shall  be  valid  and  binding,  as  a  part  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

If  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  accept,  claim, 
receive  or  retain,  any  title  of  nobility  or  honor,  or  shall 
without  the  consent  of  congress,  accept  and  retain  any 
present,  pension,  office,  or  emolument  of  any  kind  what- 
ever, from  any  emperor,  king,  prince,  or  foreign  power, 
such  person  shall  cease  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  shall  be  incapable  of  holding  any  office  of 
trust  or  profit,  under  them  or  either  of  them. 

Be  it  unanimously  resolved  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  state  of  Georgia,  that  the  foregoing  amendment 
proposed  by  congress,  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  on  the  part  of  this 
state,  agreed  to,  ratified  and  confirmed. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  that  his  excellency  the 
Governor,  be  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  fore- 
going resolution,  to  the  president  of  the  Senate,  and 
speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives 
in  congress,  and  to  each  of  the  Governor's  of  the  several 
states. 


To  the  Assembly  Announcing  the  Receipt  of  the 
Original  Charter  from  Charles  the  2d,  and  the  Re- 
lease from  the  Duke  of  York  to  William  Penn. 

1  WOULD   ALSO   INFORM   THE   LEGISLATURE, 
that  the  original  charters  from  Charles  the  2d,  and 
the  release  from  the  Duke  of   York,  to    William 
Penn,  as  mentioned  in  my  communication  of  the  3d 
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ult.  have  been  duly  received  and  deposited  in  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Lancaster,  March  20th,  1812. 


Proclamation  Appointing  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving — 

l8l2. 

Pennsylvania,  ss : 

[Signed]     Simon  Snyder. 

Y  SIMON   SNYDER,  GOVERNOR 

of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  the  duty  of  Communities  as  well  as 
individuals,  when  under  the  chastening  hand  of  an  in- 
finitely wise  and  just  God,  to  humble  themselves  before 
him  that  judgeth  aright,  to  acknowledge  their  sins  and 
imperfections,  and  to  implore  his  pardon  and  forgive- 
ness: And  it  having  pleased  an  almighty  God  in  his 
providence  that  this  hitherto  happy  and  long  peaceful, 
but  perhaps  too  ungrateful  land,  shall  be  involved  in 
war  with  a  foreign  nation,  as  well  as  with  the  ruthless 
savages  of  the  Wilderness ;  it  therefore  becomes  us  with 
humility  to  acknowledge  the  divine  justice  of  this  ca- 
lamitous dispensation,  and  deprecate  deserved  wrath. 
And  whereas  a  number  of  religious  societies  have 
united  in  appointing  the  last  Thursday  of  the  present 
month  as  a  day  for  solemn  humiliation,  fasting  and 
prayer;  and  it  being  desirable  that  the  sincere  and 
united  prayers  of  the  people  should  ascend  to  the 
Throne  of  Grace.  I  therefore  recommend,  and  do  here- 
by earnestly  recommend,  that  the  people  of  every  de- 
nomination   throughout  this    Commonwealth    do  set 
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apart  Thursday,  the  30th  instant,  as  a  day  of  general 
solemn  humiliation,  fasting  and  prayer.  That,  on  that 
day  they  abstain  as  far  as  practicable,  from  all  worldly 
avocations,  and  unite  with  sincerity  and  with  contrite 
hearts  to  confess  their  manifold  offenses  against  a  hold 
and  merciful  God,  aggravated  highly  by  ingratitude 
for  the  numerous  blessings  this  Country  has  so  long  en- 
joyed; to  implore  his  forgiveness;  in  sincerity  to  ask 
him  to  give  wisdom  to  our  counsellors,  so  as  to  direct 
to  measures  he  will  own  and  bless;  that  he  would  be  a 
wall  of  fire  about  us  and  a  glory  in  the  midst  of  us;  de- 
fend us  from  the  attacks  of  foreign  foes  and  guard  us 
from  the  ravages  of  the  savage  of  the  wilderness;  go 
forth  with  our  armies  in  defence  of  our  inestimable 
rights,  and  preserve  harmony  and  union  amongst  our- 
selves; that  he  who  has  the  hearts  of  all  nations  in  his 
hands,  and  can  turn  them  as  the  rivers  of  water  are 
turned,  would  dispose  our  enemies  to  do  us  justice; 
speedily  put  an  end  to  desolating  war,  and  secure  to  us 
the  full  enjoyment  of  all  our  rights  civil  and  religious. 
That  by  the  almighty  efficacy  of  his  spirit  and  grace, 
he  would  give  us  that  righteousness  which  exalteth  a 
nation,  and  banish  far  from  us  profaneness,  infidelity 
and  every  vice  which  disgraces  a  people;  that  he  would 
hasten  the  blessed  period  when  all  nations  shall  bow 
to  the  sceptre  of  the  Prince  of  Peace;  that  war  be  no 
more  heard,  and  that  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  may 
pervade  the  whole  human  family. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State, 
at  Harrisburg,  this  thirteenth  day  of  July  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-seventh. 

By  the  Governor, 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 
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Proclamation  declaring  the  election  of  Electors  of 

President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 
Pennsylvania,  ss: 

[Signed]     Simon  Snyder. 

~  N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 

thority of  the    Commonwealth    of 
Pennsylvania. 
By  SIMON  SNYDER,  Governor  of  the 
said  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided  in  and  by  an  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  entitled  "An  act 
to  direct  the  manner,  time  and  places  of  holding  elec- 
tions for  Electors  of  a  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  that  the  Governor  having  received  the  returns  of 
the  Elections  from  the  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  respective  Sheriffs  of  the  several 
counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  enumerate  and 
ascertain  the  number  of  votes  given  for  each  and  every 
person  voted  for  as  an  Elector  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States;  and  thereupon  declare 
by  Proclamation  the  names  of  the  persons  so  duly 
elected  and  chosen;  and  also  that  he  shall  notify  the 
same  to  the  Electors  respectively  on  or  before  the 
last  Wednesday  in  the  month  of  November  next  after 
such  election:  And  Whereas  it  appears  by  the  returns 
which  I  have  received  that  Charles  Thomson,  David 
Mitchell,  Paul  Cox,  Isaac  Morrell,  Michael  Baker, 
Joseph  Engle,  James  Fulton,  Isaiah  Davis,  John  White- 
hill,  Edward  Crouch,  Hugh  Glasgow,  David  Fullerton, 
Samuel  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Nathaniel  Michler, 
Charles  Shoemaker,  James  Mitchell,  John  Murray, 
Clement  Paine,  Arthur  Moore,  Henry  Alshouse,  James 
Stephenson,  Abia  Minor,  Adamson  Tannehill  and  David 
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Mead  are  the  persons  for  whom  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  votes  were  given  at  the  said  election  held 
on  Friday  the  thirtieth  day  of  October  last.  Now 
therefore  I  have  issued  this  proclamation  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Charles 
Thomson,  David  Mitchell,  Paul  Cox,  Isaiah  Mor- 
rell,  Michael  Baker,  Joseph  Engle,  James  Fulton, 
Isaiah  Davis,  John  Whitehill,  Edward  Crouch,  Hugh 
Glasgow,  David  FuUerton,  Samuel  Smith,  Robert 
Smith,  Nathaniel  Michler,  Charles  Shoemaker,  James 
Mitchell,  John  Murray,  Clement  Paine,  Arthur  Moore, 
Henry  Alshouse,  James  Stephenson,  Abia  Minor, 
Adamson  Tannehill,  and  David  Mead  are  duly  elected 
and  chosen  Electors  of  a  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States  to  serve  at  the  Election  in  that 
behalf  to  be  held  at  the  seat  ol  the  Government  of  this 
State  (being  the  Borough  of  Harrisburgh  in  the  County 
of  Dauphin)  agreeably  to  the  said  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  Acts  of  Con 
gress  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburgh  the  sixteenth  day  of  November  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-seventh. 

By  the  Governor, 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec^y. 
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Proclamation  declaring  the  election  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United 
States  Congress — 1812. 

Poiinsylvania,  ss: 

I^  Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
PennsyUaiyia.       By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided  in  and  by  an  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Representatives  of 
the  People  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,"  passed  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  that  the 
Governor  having  received  the  returns  of  the  election 
held  in  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  declare  by  proclamation  the  name  or  names  of 
the  person  or  persons  to  him  returned  as  duly  elected, 
in  each  respective  district:  And  Whereas,  it  appears 
from  the  returns  of  the  general  election  held  on  Tues- 
day the  thirteenth  day  of  October  last,  in  and  for  the 
several  districts  hereinafter  mentioned,  that  the  fol- 
lowing named  persons  were  duly  elected  to  serve  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  for  the  term  of  two  years,  from  and 
after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  vizt:  In  the  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the 
counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware,  Doctor  Adam 
Seybert,  W^illiam  Anderson,  Charles  Jared  Ingersoll 
and  John  Conard.  In  the  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Lancaster  and  Dauphin,  James  Whitehill 
and  John  Gloninger.     In  the  district  composed  of  the 
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county  of  York,  Hugh  Glasgow.  In  tlie  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Cumberland,  Franklin  and 
Adams,  Kobert  Whitehill  and  William  Crawford.  In 
the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Bucks,  North- 
ampton, Wayne  and  Lehigh,  Robert  Brown  and  Sam- 
uel D.  Ingham.  In  the  district  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Berks  and  Schuylkill,  John  M.  Heyneman.  In 
the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Som- 
erset and  Cambria,  William  Piper.  In  the  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Mifflin,  Huntingdon,  Cen- 
tre, Clearfield,  and  McKean,  David  Bard.  In  the  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  counties  of  Northumberland,  Lu- 
zerne, Bradford,  Susquehanna,  Lycoming,  Tioga  and 
Potter,  Jared  Irwin  and  Isaac  Smith.  In  the  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Indiana, 
Jefferson  and  Armstrong,  William  Findley.  In  the 
district  composed  of  the  county  of  Washington,  Adam 
Lyle.  In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Fay- 
ette and  Greene,  John  Smilie.  In  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Allegheny  and  Butler,  Adam- 
son  Tannehill;  and  in  the  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Beaver,  Mercer,  Crawford,  Erie,  Venango 
and  Warren,  Abner  Lacock.  Now  therefore,  I  have 
issued  this  proclamation  hereby  publishing  and  de- 
claring that  the  said  Adam  Seybert,  William  Ander- 
son, Charles  Jared  Ingersol,  John  Conard,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Roger  Davis,  James  Whitehill,  John  Glonin- 
ger,  Hugh  Glasgow,  Robert  Whitehill,  William  Craw- 
ford, Robert  Brown,  Samuel  D.  Ingham,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  William  Piper,  David  Bard,  Jared  Irwin,  Isaac 
Smith,  William  Findley,  Aaron  Lyle,  John  Smilie, 
Adamson  Taunehill,  and  Abner  Lacock,  are  duly  elect- 
ed and  chosen  as  Representatives  of  the  people  of  this 
State  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
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State,  at  Harrisburgh,  this  twenty-third  day  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twelve,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty- 
seventh. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 


Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of  the 
Person  Guilty  6f  the  Robbery  and  Murder  of  An- 
drew Garrett,  of  Philadelphia  county. 


Pennsylvania,  ss: 

[Signed]     Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 


I 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I  have  received  authentic  information,  that 
on  the  night  of  the  eighteenth  of  November  last,  a  Bur- 
glary was  committed  by  a  number  of  persons  unknown, 
in  the  township  of  Roxborough,  in  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  house  of  a  certain  Andrew  Garrett,  who 
was  by  the  said  persons  robbed,  and  cruelly  and  in- 
hujnanely  abused  and  beaten;  and  that  on  Sunday  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  the  same  month,  the  said  Andrew 
Garrett  died  of  the  wounds  and  bruises  which  he  re- 
ceived from  the  perpetrators  of  the  said  Burglary  and 
Robbery.  And  Whereas,  the  reputation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; the  peace  and  security  of  its  citizens;  and 
the  obligations  of  justice  and  humanity  require  that 
the  perpetrators  of  offences  so  attrocious  should  be 
brought  to  speedy  and  condign  punishment;  I  have. 
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therefore,  thoiiglit  proper  to  issue  this  proclamation, 
hereby  offering  a  reward  of  two  hundred  dollars  to 
any  person,  or  persons,  who  shall  apprehend  and  secure 
within  any  jail  of  this  Commonwealth  the  person  or 
persons  who  have  committed  the  said  crimes,  in  order 
to  their  being  brought  to  trial  and  conviction.  And 
all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  Coroners,  Constables,  and 
other  Officers  within  this  Commonwealth,  according 
to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  are  hereby  re- 
quired and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vigilant,  iu 
enquiring  after  and  bringing  to  justice  the  perpetra- 
tors of  the  crimes  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburgh,  [this  third  day  of]  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  [one  thousand  eight]  hundred 
and  twelve,  and  of  the  [Commonwealth  the]  thirty-sev- 
enth. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 


To  the  Assembly  giving  Notice  that  the  Presidential 
Electors  are  ready  to  perform  their  Duties. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

IN  PURSUANCE  OF  THE  FOURTH  SECTION  OF 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  approved  the  second  day 
of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  direct  the  manner,  times  and  places 
of  holding  elections  for  electors  of  a  President  and 
V^ce  President  of  the  United  States,"  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  inform  the  Legislature,  that  the  following  gen- 
tlemen have  given  notice  to  me,  that  they  are  at  the 
seat  of  government,  and  ready  to  perform  the  duties 
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of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  viz:  David  Mitchell,  Paul  Cox,  Isaac 
Worrell,  Michael  Baker,  Joseph  Engle,  James  Fulton, 
Isaiah  Davis,  John  Whitehill,  Edward  Crouch,  Hugh 
Glasgow,  David  FuUerton,  Samuel  Smith,  Robert 
Smith,  Nathaniel  Michler,  James  Mitchell,  John  Mur- 
ray, Clement  Paine,  Henry  Alshouse,  James  Stephen- 
son, Abia  Minor,  and  David  Mead,  by  which  it  appears, 
that  Charles  Thomson,  Charles  Shoemaker,  Adamson 
Tannehill,  and  Arthur  Moore,  four  of  the  persons 
chosen  at  the  late  election  to  serve  as  electors,  are  ab- 
sent from  the  seat  of  government.  The  two  former, 
as  I  am  informed,  by  reason  of  bodily  infirmity,  the  lat- 
ter are  in  the  military  service  of  their  country. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  Dec.  2d,  1812. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly — 1812. 

Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives: 

WHEN  I  HAD  LAST  THE  HONOR  TO  ADDRESS 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  nation  w^as  yet  resting  in  the  lap  of 
Ijeace;  but  it  was  anticipated,  that  the  accumulating 
wrongs  and  manifold  injuries  inflicted,  and  inflicting 
on  the  persons  and  property  of  our  citizens,  would  com- 
pel Congress  to  declare  war:  War  has  been  declared 
— the  sword  of  the  nation,  which,  for  thirty  years  had 
been  rusting  in  its  scabbard,  has  been  drawn  to  main- 
tain that  independence,  which  it  had  gloriously  achiev- 
ed. In  the  war  of  the  revolution,  our  fathers  went 
forth  as  it  w^ere,  "with  a  sling  and  with  a  stone,  and 
smote  their  enemy."     Since  that  period,  our  country 
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has  been  abundantly  blessed,  and  its  resources  greatly 
multiplied;  millions  of  her  sons  have  grown  to  man- 
hood, and  inheriting  the  principle  of  their  fathers,  are 
determined  to  preserve  the  precious  heritage,  which 
was  purchased  by  their  blood,  and  won  by  their  valor. 

The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  have,  for  many 
years,  session  after  session,  approved  of  the  measures 
of  the  general  government,  and  declared  that  they  and 
their  constituents,  would  zealously  support  all  its  de- 
terminations, which  promised  relief  from  the  intoler 
able,  and  almost  colonial  yoke,  which  the  government 
of  Great  Britain  was  imposing.  These  determinations 
are  now  to  be  tested — the  day  of  fruitless  negotiation 
and  unavailing  resolves  has  passed  away,  and  we  are 
called  upon  to  assume  "an  armour  and  an  attitude" 
becoming  the  day  of  battle  and  of  trial:  A  day,  in 
which  I  proudly  trust,  the  people  and  constituted  au- 
thorities of  Pennsylvania,  will  swiftly  run  the  race  of 
patriotic  emulation  with  their  fellow-citizens  and  the 
constituted  authorities  of  our  sister  states. 

One  of  the  first  consequences  of  the  war,  was  calls 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States  on  the  gov- 
ernment of  Pennsylvania  for  four  thousand  militia, 
to  go  into  actual  service,  as  a  part  of  her  quota  for  the 
general  defence;  they  were  promptly  ordered  out  and 
the  orders  were  obeyed  with  an  alacrity  and  pleasure, 
which  proves,  that  though  the  spirit  of  independence 
may  have  slept,  yet  its  vital  principle  is  as  vigorous 
as  ever.  The  organizing,  officering,  arming  and  pro 
viding  for  the  two  brigades,  thus  called  into  actual 
service,  was  effected  with  as  much  celerity  and  com- 
pleteness as  our  militia  law,  fund,  and  system,  would 
permit.  Some  of  the  difficulties,  which  occurred  in 
the  discharge  of  the  executive's  duties,  shall  be  stated, 
that  Legislative  wisdom  may  provide  remedies.  The 
scattered,  and  in  many  instances  unki^own  places 
where  there  are  public  arms,  and  the  wretched  rust- 
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eaten  condition,  in  which  they  are  too  often  found, 
make  it  a  work  of  time,  labor  and  expense  to  collect 
them  together,  and  have  them  put  in  such  repair  as 
they  ought  to  be  previous  to  their  being  put  into  the 
hands  of  our  militia.  The  want  of  cartouch  boxes, 
flints  and  many  other  indispensable  military  equip- 
ments and  stores  has  been  sensibly  felt,  and  would 
have  been  still  more  so,  had  not  a  large  portion  of 
the  patriotic  militia  that  rendezvoused  at  Meadville, 
not  only  volunteered  their  personal  services,  but 
furnished  their  own  arms  and  equipments.  Those 
of  the  second  detachment,  ordered  to  rendezvous  at 
Pittsburg,  who  could  not  supply  themselves,  were 
furnished  out  of  a  deposit  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
muskets  and  a  quantity  of  cartouch  boxes,  made  by 
my  order,  in  anticipation  of  large  deficiencies.  To 
overcome  those  difficulties,  it  was  necessary  that  ex- 
penses should  be  incurred  and  the  providing  for  those 
expenses,  was  in  itself,  a  difficulty  not  a  little  embar- 
rassing. The  34th  section  of  the  militia  law  expressly 
pledges  the  militia  for  the  purpose  of  "equipping  and 
furnishing  the  militia  with  arms  and  every  other 
necessary  apparatus  for  the  defence  and  security  of 
the  state,"  but  no  mode  is  provided  by  which  the 
money  is  to  be  draw^n  out  of  the  treasury,  except  for 
the  payments  of  accounts  settled.  Presuming  that, 
where  the  law  imperatively  enjoins  duties,  it  provides 
also  for  their  execution;  the  obvious  deduction  was, 
that  if  the  fund  pledged  for  special  purposes  could  not 
be  drawn  out  of  the  treasury,  to  meet  those  very  pur- 
Ijoses  by  any  positive  provision  of  the  letter  of  the 
statute,  that  it  must  be  done  and  justified  by  irristible 
presumptive  inference  from  its  spirit.  It  has  been  so 
drawn  and  appropriated  to  the  purposes  for  which  by 
law  it  is  pledged;  a  contrary  construction  and  con- 
duct would  have  rendered  the  law  a  dead  letter,  and 
defeated  the  very  purposes  for  which  it  was  enacted. 
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The  necessity  of  providing  by  law  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  proper  ofQcers  to  make  contracts  for  arms, 
ammunition,  provision,  and  camp  equipage  for  the 
militia,  is  as  obvious,  as  that  money  (the  very  sinew 
of  war)  must  be  advanced  for  such  objects.  The  pres- 
ent law  makes  no  provision  for  the  appointment  of 
])aymasters,  for  detachments  ordered  out  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  state,  nor  does  it  directly  provide  for 
I)aying  the  troops,  nor  can  money  be  advanced  to 
brigade  inspectors,  to  defray  expenses  incurred  by 
those  officers,  in  marching  detachments  to  a  rendez- 
vous, under  requisition  of  the  general  government. 
It  does,  indeed,  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  quar 
termaster  general,  an  officer  of  importance  at  all  times, 
but  more  especially  in  times  of  war — to  this  office, 
however,  no  salary  is  yet  attached.  In  some  instan- 
ces, regiments  and  companies  have  neglected  to 
choose  officers;  in  such  case  the  law  provides  no 
mode  whereby  classes  can  be  called  into  service. — 
The  public  ordnance,  a  valuable  property  remaining 
in  Philadelphia,  is  exposed  to  great  injury,  by  reason 
of  the  dampness  of  the  floor  whereon  it  stands,  and 
it  is  in  danger  also  from  fire,  because  the  building 
called  an  arsenal,  is  of  wood  and  is  surrounded  with 
work  shops  and  stables,  constructed  of  that  material. 

Permit  me  to  suggest,  whether  it  would  not  be  just 
and  reasonable,  that  those  of  our  militia  that  are 
in  indigent  circumstances,  and  who  may  be  called  into 
actual  service,  should  be  furnished  with  blankets 
and  suitable  clothing  at  the  public  expense,  or  that 
some  additional  pay  be  made  in  advance  to  enable 
them  to  furnish  themselves.  Many,  very  many,  may 
be  called  to  jeopardize  their  lives,  and  leave  destitute 
helpless  families,  who  have  no  stake  in  the  contest, 
other  than  their  personal  liberty,  whilst  many  of  the 
wealthy  and  affluent  are  exempt  from  personal  ser- 
vice. 
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Would  it  not  be  adviseable,  fellow-citizens,  that 
means  be  taken  to  ascertain  all  the  military  property 
of  the  state,  where  it  is  deposited,  in  whose  care,  and 
in  what  condition;  that  it  be  put  and  kept  in  good 
order,  and  if  the  Legislature  thjnk  proper,  be  deposited 
in  central  situations  within  division,  brigade,  or  regi- 
mental bounds. 

The  situation  of  our  country,  independent  of  the  de- 
fects and  difficulties  experienced,  will  imperiously 
impress  tUe  Legislature  with  the  necessity  of  a  gen- 
eral and  careful  revision  of  our  whole  militia  system, 
and  induce  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  make 
our  hundred  thousand  militia  respectable  and  formid- 
able, not  in  round  numbers  on  paper,  but  in  fighting 
the  battles  of  our  country. 

Besides  the  call  for  succour  from  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  I  was  officially  informed  that  a  gen- 
eral alarm  prevailed  in  the  town  and  vicinity  of  Erie, 
in  consequence  of  the  appearance  of  a  British  Indian 
force,  on  the  lake,  opposite  to  that  place.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  information,  I  issued  orders  under  date 
of  the  fifteenth  of  July  last,  that  a  portion  of  the  six- 
teenth division,  Pennsylvania  militia,  should  be  organ- 
ized under  general  Kelso,  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontier;  that  country  being  in  want  of  arms  and  mu- 
nitions of  war,  I  sent  five  brass  field-pieces,  five  hun- 
dred and  four  muskets,  gun  powder,  flints,  and  lead, 
and  ordered  the  purchase  of  more,  and  such  other 
articles  as  might  be  essential  to  the  service;  directing 
quartermaster  general  Wilson  Smith,  Esq.  who  has 
patriotically  accepted  the  office  without  emolument, 
to  provide  for  the  safe  keeping  of  all  military  property 
which  might  come  under  his  notice.  The  measures, 
I  am  happy  to  add,  prevented  the  British  or  their  sav- 
age allies,  from  polluting  our  soil  with  hostile  feet. 

As  soon  as  report  has  been  made  by  the  Adjutant- 
general,  and  Quarter-master-general,  and  other  requi- 
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site  materials  are  obtained,  a  statement  of  expenses 
incurred  in  defence  of  the  state,  and  the  proceedings 
Lad  in  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  United  States,  together  with 
copies  of  those  requisitions,  will,  by  special  message, 
be  laid  before  you. 

Before  I  quit  the  subject  of  the  militia,  I  would 
suggest  to  the  Legislature,  whether  provision  ought 
not  to  be  made  to  enable  the  militia  and  volunteers  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  may  be,  on  the  day  of  a  general 
election,  in  actual  service,  to  vote  in  camp  for  the 
respective  civil  officers  for  whom  they  would  severally 
be  entitled  to  vote  if  they  were  at  home  at  their  usual 
places  of  residence. 

There  is  a  hardship,  if  not  an  injustice,  in  disfran- 
chising, for  a  certain  time,  a  citizen  for  no  other  reason 
than  that  he  is  in  the  service  of  his  country.  A 
Republican  Legislature  will  cheerfully  do  what  justice 
and  patriotism  require. 

Having  submitted  the  several  considerations  which 
have  presented  themselves  to  my  mind,  as  involving 
the  rights  and  interests  of  our  constituents,  I  hope  to 
be  permitted  to  express  the  satisfaction  I  shall  feel  in 
coinciding  in  every  measure  of  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  tending  to  strengthen  and  make  strong 
the  arm  of  the  General  Government,  so  that  it  may 
fall  heavy,  even  with  the  heaviness  of  death,  upon  the 
enemies  of  our  country.  To  do  this  elffectually,  to 
accomplish  all  the  objects  of  the  war,  but  one  thing  is 
needful;  that,  union  of  opinion  which  would  concen- 
trate all  the  energies  of  the  nation  and  direct  them 
against  the  enemy.  This  is  the  rampart  against  which 
our  enemies  might  for  ever  beat  in  vain.  Be  it  then, 
my  fellow-citizens,  our  endeavors  to  foster  this  union 
of  sentiment,  to  cherish  American  feelings,  even  na- 
tional pride,  and  onr  rich  reward  shall  be  the  con* 
•50— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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sciousness  of  having  promoted  the  best  interests  of  our 
country. 

If  the  liberal  system,  of  late  years  pursued,  shall 
continue  to  govern  the  destinies  of  Pennsylvania,  she 
will  not  only  maintain  her  present  elevated  station  as 
an  agricultural  state,  but,  she  must  soon  take  a  pro- 
minent rank  amongst  manufacturing  and  commercial 
nations.  Her  geographical  position — her  local  station, 
relatively  to 'the  other  states — her  abundant  produc- 
tions of  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  springing  from 
a  fertile  soil,  populated  by  near  a  million  of  inhabi- 
tants, as  remarkable  for  industry  and  enterprise,  as  for 
their  frugality  and  moral  deportment,  all  combine  to 
secure  her  future  wealth  and  greatness  under  a  repub- 
lican government.  Recent  proofs  of  liberality  and 
sound  policy  are  found  in  the  appropriation  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  public  treasure,  in  aid  of  individual  wealth 
and  enterprize,  towards  making  extensive  turnpike 
roads,  and  the  erection  of  four  bridges  over  the  river 
Susquehanna.  All  those  public  works  tend  to  bring 
nearer,  and  more  intimately  connect,  the  most  distant 
parts  of  the  commonwealth.  The  bridge  over  the 
north-east  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  has  been  prose- 
cuted with  so  much  zeal  and  effect,  as  to  ensure  its 
completion  in  the  course  of  eighteen  months. 

Having,  in  former  communications,  expressed  my 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  internal  navigation,  I  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  add  more,  than  that  I  continue  to  be 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  that  kind  of  public 
improvement,  and  that  it  will  give  me  particular  sat- 
isfaction to  concur  with  the  Legislature  in  doing 
something  towards  its  promotion.  Many  have  been 
the  essays  of  your  predecessors  to  carry  into  complete 
effect,  that  constitutional  injunction,  of  providing  "by 
law,  for  the  establishment  of  schools  throughout  the 
state,  in  such  manner  that  the  poor  may  be  taught 
gmtis;*'  l^t  not  thfelir  failure  adscburagt!,  bbt  rath^ 
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prompt  to  extraordinary  exertion  to  surmount  the  dif- 
ficulty. On  the  want  of  a  general  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge, the  ambitious  found  their  hopes  of  success  in 
overthrowing  our  invaluable  political  institutions,  and 
on  their  ruins  to  erect  the  throne  of  despotism:  but, 
a  generally  enlightened  and  well  informed  people,  once 
free,  cannot  be  enslaved.  In  proportion,  therefore, 
as  we  value  liberty,  let  our  efforts  be  to  diffuse  knowl- 
edge, as  the  most  certain  pledge  of  its  security. 

To  another  subject,  not  less  important  to  our  real 
and  practical  independence,  I  mean  home  manufac- 
tures, your  attention  will  naturally  be  drawn.  Far  be 
it  from  me  to  express  sentiments  of  hostility  to  a  legi- 
timate commerce;  but  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
the  embarrassments  under  which  the  general  govern- 
ment has  for  many  years  labored,  has  principally,  if 
not  exclusively  in  circumstances  connected  with  com- 
mercial transactions:  though  in  itself  admirably  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  interest,  comfort,  and  improve- 
ment of  nations,  and  from  it  much  might  be  derived 
to  us,  and  much  from  us  to  foreign  nations,  if  not  in- 
terrupted by  the  unjust  monopolizing  spirit  of  govern- 
ments feeling  power  and  forgetting  right;  jet  1  may 
be  permitted  to  say,  that  commercial  speculations  have 
been  estimated  at  too  high  a  value,  and  that  symptoms 
have  appeared  in  some,  evinsive  of  a  disposition  to 
barter  the  liberties  and  independence  of  their  country 
for  gold.  Avarice,  a  passion  capable  of  destroying 
every  noble  emotion  of  the  soul,  though  it  cannot  be 
eradicated,  a  wise  Legislature  may  direct  its  force  to 
objects  beneticient  to  society;  and  as  foreign  com- 
merce, by  the  existing  war,  is,  in  a  great  measure,  in- 
tedicted,  a  favorable  opportunity  occurs  to  foster  and 
encourage  the  establishment  of  our  own  manufactures, 
which,  while  they  enrich  the  individual,  will  promote 
the  general  interest  and  secure  the  real  independence 
ol  our  t?cfuntry. 
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A  public  treasury  shewing,  on  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember last,  an  unexpended  balance  of  |193,709.72, 
after  having  paid  the  ordinary,  as  well  as  extraordi- 
nary, expenses  of  the  government  since  the  first  day  of 
December,  1811,  presents  the  means  through  which 
may  be  attained  every  thing  calculated  to  promote 
the  security,  happiness,  and  best  interests  of  our  con 
stituents. 

That  our  funds  are  adequate  to  any  probable  future 
I'xpenses  of  the  government,  an  exhibition  to  the  Leg- 
islature of  the  financial  accounts  will  shew.  Those 
Items  in  the  account,  growing  out  of,  or  in  any  way 
connected  with  the  war,  will,  it  is  believed,  furnish 
an  item  of  charge  against  the  United  States.  For  it 
is  fairl}^  to  be  presumed,  that  Pennsylvania,  ever  zeal- 
ous in  support  of  the  nation's  rights,  will  not  be  bur- 
thened  with  more  of  those  expenses  than  her  just 
proportion. 

The  laws  for  the  sale  of  unseated  land  for  taxes, 
•  Qght  to  be  so  amended,  as  that  the  commissioners,  or 
some  other  county  officers,  may  purchase,  for  the  use 
of  the  proper  county,  every  tract  of  land  offered  for 
sale,  as  shall  not  have  bidden  for  it  a  sum  equal  to 
\he  taxes  and  costs  due,  reserving  to  the  owner,  a<» 
whose  estate  it  is  sold,  the  right  of  redemption  for  a 
jiiven  period. 

The  very  salutary  results  from  the  extension  of  the 
f»owers  of  justices  of  the  peace,  for  the  recovery  of 
d'bts  and  damages,  warrant  the  opinion,  that  under 
[jroper  regulations,  the  powers  of  those  officers  might 
ue  safely  extended. 

Horse-racing  and  its  attendant  gambling,  are  grow- 
ing evils;  the  penalty  consequent  to  the  latter  vice  is 
too  trifling  to  deter;  the  former  practice,  in  the  opinion 
of  many,  can  only  be  prevented  by  a  forfeiture  of  the 
animal  designated  for  this  cruel  sport. 

A  rery  considerable  portion  of  the  time  of  the  last 
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i^egislature  having  been  occupied  in  the  discussion  of 
applications  for  the  establishments  of  new  banks;  as 
those  applications  are  likely  to  be  renewed,  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  ascertain  and  submit  to  you  a 
few  facts  which  have  a  direct  bearing  upon  this  inter- 
esting subject.  Since  the  adjournment  of  the  Legisla- 
tore,  the  incorporated  banks  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
have  subscribed  a  million  of  dollars  to  the  United  States' 
loan,  the  whole  amount  of  the  subscription  in  Phila- 
delphia has  been  |2,399,300,  an  evidence  of  no  mean 
kind  of  wealth  and  patriotism,  and  of  the  abundant 
capital  of  the  state.  Besides  the  sums  thus  loaned  the 
incorporated  banks  have  taken  a  million  of  dollars  of 
Treasury  Notes,  which  give  less  than  bank  interest. 
The  Branch  bank  in  this  borough  has,  for  months  past, 
had  a  sum  of  |100,000  unemployed.  The  bank,  com- 
monly called  the  Six  Million  bank,  which  was  last 
spring  incorporated  by  the  state  of  New  York,  has,  I 
am  assured,  never  been  able  to  get  half  its  capital  sub- 
scribed, and  certainly  has  not  been  able  to  go  into  oper- 
ation. The  remedy  afforded  the  commonwealth,  by 
existing  laws  for  the  recovery  from  delinquent  oflBcers 
of  public  monies  by  them  withheld,  and  of  recovering 
from  delinquent  contractors,  for  making  roads  and  for 
improving  the  navigation  of  rivers,  monies  by  them 
received  but  never  faithfully  applied,  is  found  to  be 
almost  totally  inefficient.  Few  of  the  many  suits, 
some  of  them  commenced  more  than  ten  years  since, 
bave  been  terminated  by  a  course  of  law.  The  causes 
are  too  obvious  to  need  specification.  I  will  suggest 
that  the  interest  of  the  commonwealth  would  be  pro- 
moted by  vesting  the  accounting  officers  with  powers 
to  compel  the  attendance  before  them,  at  the  seat  of 
government  of  any  and  every  such  delinquent,  his  exe- 
cutors or  administrators,  for  hearing,  investigation, 
and  decision.  Their  decree,  from  its  date,  to  have  the 
effect  of  a  lien,  and  to  be  final  unless  appealed  from 
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within  a  given  time,  and  carried  before  a  competent 
tribunal  at  the  seat  of  government.  This,  or  any  other 
mode,  which  in  a  reasonable  time  and  with  moderate 
expense,  would  enforce  the  payment  of  the  monies  thus 
due  to  the  state,  would  annually  save  the  common- 
wealth very  considerable  sums.  The  constitutional 
provision  which  directs,  that  right  and  justice  shall  be 
administered  without  sale,  denial,  or  delay,  it  must  be 
admitted,  is  rendered  by  the  accused,  in  many  cases  of 
personal  wrong,  inoperative.  The  offender,  bound 
with  surety  for  his  appearance,  defaults;  the  conse- 
(liience  is,  a  forfeiture  of  recognizance.  If  exacted, 
the  commonwealth  is  benefited  by  results  growing  out 
of  a  violation  of  her  laws,  but  the  party  really  injured, 
letires  totally  disappointed,  and  the  judicial  officer  and 
witnesses  are  deprived  of  their  lawful  dues.  Justice 
and  equity  would  seem  to  require,  that  power  should 
be  vested  in  the  Executive,  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  proper  tribunal,  to  order  in  such  cases  of  hard- 
ship, that  a  portion  or  the  whole  of  the  money  forfeit- 
ed be  applied  in  remunerating  the  injured  party  and 
for  the  payment  of  costs. 

A  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  March 
last,  requesting  the  Attorney  general  to  consolidate 
the  penal  laws  into  one  act,  was  transmitted  to  that 
officer  on  the  11th  April  last;  his  report,  when  re- 
ceived, will  be  immediately  laid  before  you.  Other 
duties  incumbent  on  the  Executive,  I  trust,  have  been 
duly  performed. 

Although  it  has  pleased  the  Ruler  of  the  Universe, 
in  the  course  of  his  wise  Providence,  to  visit  us  with 
the  calamities  of  war,  it  becomes  us,  with  sentiments 
of  unfeigned  gratitude,  to  acknowledge  his  goodness, 
for  he  has  mingled  with  his  chastisements,  very  many 
blessings.  Our  cities,  farms,  villages,  and  country, 
have  been  blessed  with  general  health;  the  labor  of. 
the  husbandman  has  been  crowned  with  abundance; 
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the  success  of  our  mercliants  lias  exceeded  our  rea- 
sonable expectations;  may  these  dispensations  lead  us 
to  a  reformation  of  our  morals  as  a  nation  and  as  in- 
dividuals. 

In  the  performance  of  every  duty  resulting  from  the 
constitution  and  the  laws,  I  promise  a  faithful  co-oper- 
ation. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  Dec.  3d,  1812. 


To  the  Assembly  making  certain  Recommendations 
Concerning  the  Militia- 
Fellow  Citizens: 

IN  THE  COMMUNICATION  I  HAD  THE  HONOR 
to  make  on  the  3d  instant,  I  intimated  an  exhibi- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  proceedings  adopted 
in  relation,  as  well  to  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
state  by  the  militia,  as  to  the  requisitions  for  aid  by  the 
United  States'  government.  In  compliance  with  that 
intimation,  and  for  the  furtherance  of  the  objects,  rela- 
tive to  the  war,  now  under  consideration  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, I  now  lay  before  you  all  communications,  requi- 
sitions, and  orders,  preceding  the  organization  of  the 
two  detachments  of  our  militia,  now  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States;  and  a  statement  in  detail  by  the 
adjutant-general,  of  the  forces  composing  the  said  de- 
tachments, together  with  an  account  of  expenses  in- 
curred in  the  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  Executive. 
Copies  of  two  letters  from  that  officer,  containing  use- 
ful information,  derived  by  him  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  are  also  added:  I  transmit,  also,  copies  of  the 
orders  and  proceedings  had  in  relation  to  the  defence, 
by  the  militia,  of  our  own  frontier  on  lake  Erie.  The 
duties  incumbent  upon  the  Quarter-master-general — 
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the  many  dififlculties  he  had  to  encounter  in  their 
performance  have,  hitherto,  detained  him  at  Erie: 
so  soon  as  he  arrives  and  makes  return,  the  Legisla- 
ture shall  have  further  and  full  information,  on  the 
subject  of  that  local  defence.  His  zeal  and  activity 
entitle  him  to  remuneration  for  services  performed. 

The  evident  necessity  and  utility  of  the  office — the 
great  responsibility  thereto  attached,  will,  I  trust, 
secure  to  that  officer,  an  adequate  and  permanent 
salary. 

The  services  rendered  by  adjutant-general  William 
Reed,  have  been  arduous  and  important;  many  of  them 
not  positively  within  the  sphere  of  his  duty,  and  not 
of  the  description,  for  which  his  salary  is  deemed  a 
compensation:  to  his  zeal,  vigilance,  and  unremitted 
attention,  may  be  fairly  attributed  the  complete  su<> 
cess  of  a  prompt  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the 
Executive,  predicated  on  those  of  the  United  States' 
government.  I  would  recommend,  that  he  be  remu- 
nerated for  those  extra  services,  and  for  the  expenses 
also  that  he  incurred. 

Much  praise  is  due  also  to  those  of  the  brigade  in- 
spectors and  brigadiers  general,  from  whose  brigades 
detachments  were  ordered  on  service,  who,  with  an 
alacrity  manifesting  true  love  of  country,  marched 
their  detachments  to  the  respective  places  of  rendez- 
vous, paying  all  the  expenses  for  sustaining  the  troops 
on  the  road,  out  of  their  private  funds — some  of  those 
expenses  (unavoidable  in  their  nature)  not  coming 
within  the  letter  of  the  existing  laws,  have  not  been 
refunded  them. 

I  transmit  also  an  extract  of  a  private  letter,  to  au 
official  character,  containing  information  of  an  oppo- 
sition now  making  to  the  collection  of  fines  imposed 
by  brigade  inspectors  and  their  associates,  on  such  of 
the  militia,  who  refused  to  perform  military  duty. 
As  this  letter  gives  the  grounds  for  opposition,  and 
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impeaches  also  certain  brigade  inspectors  of  miscon- 
duct in  office.  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  lay  the 
information  it  contains  before  you. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  Dec.  19, 1812. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  and  giving  Information  concerning 
the  State  Militia. 

1  HASTEN  TO  LAY  BEFORE  YOU  A  LETTER, 
addressed  to  me  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  in  an- 
swer to  my  letter  to  him  of  the  tenth  instant,  a 
copy  of  which  I  herewith  transmit.  From  which  it 
would  appear,  that  ample  provision  has  been  made,  by 
the  United  States'  government,  for  clothing  the 
North-western  Army,  of  which  the  detachment  of 
Pennsylvania  militia,  that  marched  in  October  last, 
from  Pittsburg,  forms  a  part. 

From  general  Dearborn's  letter  to  me,  of  the  thir- 
teenth of  August  last,  a  copy  of  which  accompanied 
the  documents  laid  before  you  on  the  nineteenth  in- 
stant, it  would  seem  the  brigade  of  volunteer  militia 
that  rendezvoused  a»t  Meadville,  marched  under  a  re- 
quisition made  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
of  the  twenty-eighth  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-five;  agreeably  to  which,  their 
tour  will  terminate  a  few  days  hence.  Should  their 
service,  however,  be  required  for  six  months,  I  am 
credibly  (though  not  officially)  informed,  that  those  of 
that  brigade,  who  were  unprovided  with  winter  appa- 
rel, have  been  comfortably^  clothed  by  the  United 
States'  government.  Under  an  impression,  that  the 
laudable  object,  contemplated  by  the  Legislature,  has 
been  anticipated  by  those  who  administer  the  govern- 
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ment  of  the  United  States,  I  shall  deem  my  duty, 
under  the  act  entitled,  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
militia  and  volunteers  of  this  state,  now  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,"  concluded,  unless  otherwise 
directed  by  the  General  Assembly. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  Dec.  22,  1812. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents. 

1LAY  BEFORE  YOU  COPIES  OF  A  RESOLUTION, 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of  New 
Hampshire,  approving  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  L^nited  States,  forbidding  the  accept- 
ance by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  from  any  for- 
eign power,  of  any  title  of  nobility,  or  honor,  pension, 
office,  or  emolument  of  any  kind  whatever.  And  copies 
also  of  a  letter  to  me  from  the  executive  of  that  state, 
accompanying  the  authentic  copy  of  said  resolution. 

I  transmit  also,  copies  of  a  letter  to  me  from  Charles 
Smith,  esquire,  counsel  for  Shepperd  and  Dorrance, 
in  the  controversy  between  those  gentlemen  and  the 
state,  relative  to  the  mammoth  farm,  in  the  county  of 
Luzerne;  stating  existing  difficulties  to  a  termination 
of  the  issue  formed  by  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  to  try  the  legality  of  the  certificates  granted  to 
the  said  Shepperd  and  Dorrance  for  the  said  farm, 
under  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature,  passed  the  2d 
day  of  April,  1811;  and  suggesting  another  mode  for 
the  adjustment  of  that  controversy. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  Jan,  12,  1813. 
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Communication  from  the  Executive  of  New  Hampshire. 

New  Hampshire,  Executive  Department, 

Concord,  December  12,  1812. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  of  herewith  transmitting  to  you, 
a  Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  this  state,  agreeing 
to  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  proposed  by  the  Congress  thereof. 
I  am  respectfully,  sir. 
Your  most  obedient, 

[Signed]     William  Plumer. 
His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

State  of  New  Hampshire. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives, 

December  9th,  1812. 

Whereas,  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  this  state, 
has  laid  before  the  General  Court,  a  Resolution,  passed 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  the  words 
following,  to- wit: 

'^Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,  that 
the  following  section  be  submitted  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  states,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Leg- 
islatures of  three-fourths  of  the  states,  shall  be  valid 
and  binding  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States." 

"If  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  accept, 
claim,  receive,  or  retain,  any  title  of  nobility,  or  honor, 
or  shall  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  accept  and 
retain  any- present,  pension,  office,  or  emolument,  of 
any  kind  whatever,  from  any  emporer,  king,  prince,  or 
foreign  power,  such  person  shall  cease  to  be  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  shall  be  incapable  of  holdiuj]? 
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any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  them,  or  either  of 
them/'     Therefore. 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  convened,  that  the  foregoing 
amendment,  proposed  by  Congress,  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
on  the  part  of  this  state,  agreed  to,  ratified  and  con- 
firmed. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  that  his  excellency,  the 
Governor,  be  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  fore- 
going Resolution  to  the  president  of  the  Senate,  and 
speaker  of  the  House  of  Representaitves,  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives 
in  Congress,  and  to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  sev- 
eral states. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents. 

IN  CONFORMITY  TO  A  REQUEST  BY  THE  GOV- 
ernor  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  I  lay  before  you 
copies  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  that  state, 
passed  the  second  instant,  requiring  the  co-operation 
of  this  state,  in  perfecting  the  Delaware  and  Chesa- 
peake Canal. 

I  do  also,  in  conformity  to  a  request  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  North  Carolina,  transmit  copies  of  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  that  state,  passed  the  fifth  day 
of  December  last,  proposing  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

SLMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  Jan.  20,  1813. 
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Communication  from  the  Executive  of  North 
Carolina. 

Executive  Office,  North  Carolina, 
Raleigh,  4th  of  January,  1813. 
Sir: 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  state,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you, 
the  enclosed  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  election  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  Congress,  and  the  appointment  of  elec- 
tors, to  vote  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  request  you  to  lay  it  before  the 
Legislature  of  the  state  over  which  you  preside. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     William  Hawkins. 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

State  of  North  Carolina, 
In  General  Assembly,  5th  of  December,  1812. 

Resolved  unanimously,  that  our  Senators  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  be  instructed,  and  our 
Representatives  requested,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  wit: 

That  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Representatives 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  state  shall 
by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  in  to  a  number  of  dis- 
tricts equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which 
such  state  may  be  entitled. 

Those  districts  shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  terri- 
tory, and  contain  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  entitled  by  the  Constitution,  to  b<^ 
represented.  In  each  district,  the  qualified  voters 
shall  elect  one  representative,  and  no  more. 
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That  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each 
state  shall  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  num- 
ber of  districts,  equal  to  the  number  of  electors  to 
which  such  state  may  be  entitled;  those  districts  shall 
be  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain,  as 
nearly  as  may  be  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants,  enti- 
tled by  the  Constitution  to  representation.  In  each  dis- 
trict the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives, 
shall  appoint  one  elector  and  no  more. 

The  electors  when  convened,  shall  have  power  in 
case  any  one  or  more  of  those  appointed  as  above 
prescribed,  shall  fail  to  attend  for  the  purposes  of 
their  said  appointment,  on  the  day  prescribed  for 
giving  their  votes  for  President  and  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States,  to  appoint  another  or  others,  to  act 
in  the  place  of  him  or  them  so  failing  to  attend. 

Neither  the  districts  for  choosing  representatives, 
nor  those  for  appointing  electors,  shall  be  altered  in 
an}'  state  until  a  census  and  apportionment  of  under  it 
made  subsequent  to  the  division  of  the  State  into  dis- 
tricts shall  change  the  number  of  Representatives, 
and  of  electors  to  which  such  state  may  be  entitled. 

The  division  of  the  states  into  districts  hereby  pro- 
vided for,  shall  take  place  immediately  after  this 
amendment,  shall  be  adopted  and  ratified  as  a  part  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  successively 
afterwards,  whenever  by  a  census  and  apportionment 
of  representatives  under  it,  the  number  of  represen- 
tatives and  of  electors  to  which  any  state  may  be  en- 
titled, shall  be  changed;  the  division  of  such  state  into 
districts  for  the  purposes  both  of  choosing  representa- 
tives, and  of  appointing  electors,  shall  be  altered  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  of  this  amendment,  and  no  other 
occasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  state,  be  re- 
(juested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  preceding  amend- 
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ment,  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  also  to  the 
Executives  of  the  several  states,  accompanied  with  a 
request  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  their  respec- 
tive Legislatures. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the 
town  of  Orwigsburg,  in  the  County  of  Schuylkill, 
into  a  Borough." 

Fellow  Citizens: 

THE  lULL  ENTITLED,  "AN  ACT  TO  INCORPO- 
rate  the  town  of  Orwigsburg,  in  the  county  of 
Schuylkill,  into  a  borough,"  was  presented  to  me 
on  the  18th  instant.  After  serious  deliberation,  I  have 
now^  directed  the  Secretary  to  return  the  bill  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  which  it  originated,  with 
the  following  objections  against  its  being  enacted  into 
a  law: 

1st.  Because  the  6th  section  authorizes  the  burgess 
judicially,  to  recover  fines  and  forfeitures  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  corporation,  incurred  under  borough  ordi- 
nances, enacted  in  a  legislative  capacity,  by  himself, 
his  assistants,  or  common  council;  thus  vesting  one 
and  the  same  ofiicer,  with  powers  legislative  and  judi- 
cial; a  principle  inconsistent  with  both  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  our  frame  of  government. 

2d.  Because,  inasmuch  as  no  tribunal,  possessing 
judicial  powers,  can  exist  in  Pennsylvania,  without 
the  Executive's  commission  for  that  purpose  to  the 
officer.  It  becomes  matter  of  great  doubt,  whether 
it  is  competent  for  the  Legislature  to  vest  in  the  in- 
cumbent of  an  officer,  created  by  themselves,  powers 
judicially  to  act. 
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3dly.  Because,  thougli  it  is  not  competent  for  one 
judicial  tribunal  to  appoint  the  incumbents  of  another 
tribunal,  possessing  independently  equal,  or  even 
minor  powers:  Yet  does  this  bill  authorize  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions,  of  Schuylkill  county,  in  case  of 
neglect  by  the  inhabitants  to  elect  their  borough  offi- 
cers, forthwith  to  appoint  the  burgesses  who,  in  con- 
junction with  the  common  council,  (also  in  that  case  to 
be  appointed)  have  not  only  the  right  to  legislate,  but 
also  judicially  to  decide  on  cases  and  facts  arising  out 
of  borough  ordinances  made  by  themselves;  powers 
transcending  far  those  possessed  by  the  appointing 
tribunal,  or  any  other  tribunal  known  to  the  constitu- 
tion. 

Independently  of  the  above  objections,  there  is  an- 
other on  the  ground  of  expediency — because; 

4thly.  From  the  mandate  of  the  tribunal  created  by 
the  bill,  however  oppressive  they  may  be,  there  is  no 
appeal.  There  is  no  mode  for  redress  whatever  pre- 
scribed in  the  bill. 

The  responsibility  and  delicacy,  always  connected 
with  the  rejection,  by  the  Executive,  of  the  solemn 
act  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  is,  in  the 
present  case,  much  encreased,  from  the  consideration, 
that  provisions,  similar  to  some  of  those  that  form  the 
ground  for  objection  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  may 
heretofore,  inadvertantly,  have  been  sanctioned  bj 
Executive  approbation. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  Jan.  23,  1813. 
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To  the  Assembly  stating  the  Governor's  Reasons  for 
refusing  to  grant  a  Warrant  on  the  State  Treasurer 
in  favor  of  the  Asykmi  Land  Company  for  compen- 
sation to  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants,  with  Docu- 
ments in  the  Case,  and  recommending  certain 
Measures  relative  thereto. 

AN  AWARD  FOR  |5,759,  MADE  BY  REFEREES, 
under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act,  entitled  A  further  supplement  to  the  ace 
offering  compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants, 
&c.,  &c., '''  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1812,  in  favor 
of  the  Assylum  Land  Company,  against  the  Common- 
wealth,— duly  authenticated  by  the  prothenotary  )f 
Luzerne  county,  was  transmitted  to  the  State-treas- 
urer, with  a  request,  that  the  amount  should  be 
credited,  by  that  officer,  on  a  bond  given  by  the  com- 
pany to  the  Commonwealth,  for  a  transfer  (under  date 
of  the  19th  March,  1807,)  to  them  of  its  lien  on  the 
real  estate  of  John  Nicholson:  for  part  of  which  estate, 
compensation  was  made,  as  it  appeared  from  the 
award.  As  this  request  could  not  lawfully  be  com- 
plied with,  the  award  was  returned  to  the  company's 
agent,  and  it  has  since  been  presented  to  me,  that  a 
warrant  might  issue  for  the  amount,  agreeably  to  law. 
Having  been  apprised  of  the  previous  irregular  applica- 
tion, and  some  other  difficulties  having  suggested  them- 
selves, that  are  adverted  to  in  the  accompanying  cor- 
respondence, I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  examine  the  com- 
pany's claim  on  the  Commonwealth. 

Upon  mature  consideration  I  did,  in  the  exercise  of 
a  necessary  discretion,  refuse  my  warrant  on  the  State 
treasurer  for  the  sum  awarded,  for  the  following 
reasons,  viz: 

1st.  The  company  shewed  no  transfer  of  title  to 
them  from  William  I.  Bell,  in  whom,  by  their  own 
shewing,  the  title  to  most  of  the  lands,  for  which 
51— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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compensation  is  awarded,  at  one  time  lawfully  was — 
nor  could  the  company's  agent,  when  here,  give  any 
satisfactory  explanation  on  this  point. 

2d.  In  the  case  of  one  tract  it  appeared,  on  the  face 
of  the  award,  they  claimed  title  under  conveyance  of 
a  date  subsequent  to  the  commencement  of  the  suit 
against  the  Commonwealth. 

I  herewith  transmit  copies  of  letters  from  the  Audi- 
tor general  to  Mr.  Hepburn,  the  attorney-general's 
deputy,  and  attorney  in  this  case,  and  to  Mr.  David 
Scott,  prothonotary  of  Luzerne  county,  with  copies 
of  their  respective  answers;  also,  copies  of  a  letter 
from  the  same  officer  to  Cadwallader  Evans,  one  of 
the  commissioners  who  transferred  the  Common- 
wealth's lien  to  the  company,  to  which  he  has  not  re- 
plied. 

While  calling  your  attention  to  this  particular  case, 
under  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1812,  permit  me 
to  recommend  a  repeal,  or  suspension,  of  that  act;  for 
there  is  strong  rea>son  to  believe,  that  its  provisions 
have  been  made  to  extend  to  cases  not  within  the  in- 
tention of  the  Legislature;  and  that  thus  the  extent 
of  its  operation  may  affect  the  State-treasury,  to  an 
amount  far  beyond  ^ny  reasonable  anticipation. 

I  recommend  this  measure  with  the  more  confidence, 
because  the  Legislature,  on  application,  will  fairly  in- 
vestigate the  claims  of  the  company,  or  of  any  in- 
dividual who  may  be  excluded  by  such  repeal,  or  sus- 
pension. 

I  would  recommend  also,  that  original  mesne  con- 
veyances, relative  to  lands  for  which  compensation  is 
awarded,  under  any  of  the  acts  authorizing  Pennsyl- 
vania claimants  to  sue  the  commonwealth,  be  deposit- 
ed by  the  plaintiff  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  before  he  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
Governor's  warrant  for  the  sum  awarded  or  adjudged. 
This  precautionary  measure  is  necessary  to  prevent 
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Inore  than  one  suit  and  recovery  for  one  and  the  same 
tract  of  land. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  Feb.  9,  1813. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  Letter  from  General 
WiUiam  Henry  Harrison,  commandant  of  the 
Northwestern  Army,  concerning  the  ranking  of 
Pennsylvania  Officers. 

I  TRANSMIT  COPIES  OF  A  LETTER  TO  ME  FROM 
general  William  Henry  Harrison,  commandant  of 
the  North-western  Army,  under  whom  serve  a 
brigade  of  .Pennsylvania  militia;  suggesting  as  neces- 
sary, a  provision  by  law,  whereby  the  Pennsylvania 
officers  may  assume  the  rank  to  which,  agreeably  to 
the  Articles  of  War,  that  govern  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  they  are  severally  entitled,  but  of  which 
(in  his  opinion)  they  are  at  present  deprived.  Though 
it  is  doubtful  whether,  by  any  Legislative  provision, 
the  embarrassment  alluded  to,  can  be  removed:  Yet, 
I  make  this  communication  with  alacrity  and  much 
pleasure,  because  of  the  high  opinion  entertained,  by 
that  distinguished  commander,  of  the  zeal,  patriotism, 
and  undaunted  valor,  of  our  militia  under  his  command, 
and  for  their  cheerful  obedience  under  many  priva- 
tions and  hardships. 

The  Adjutant  general,  now  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, to  whom  was  confided  the  organization  of  the 
detachment,  will  communicate,  to  any  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  matter  of  this  communication  may 
be  referred,  any  information  that  he  may  possess  rela- 
tive thereto. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  Feb.  25,  1813.  / 
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To  the  Assembly  approving  an  Act  to  grant  extra 
compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  Militia  Serving 
under  the  Command  of  General  WilHam  Henry 
Harrison. 

I  HAVE,  THIS  DAY,  APPROVED  AND  SIGNED 
the  following  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  grant  compensation  for  extra  ser- 
vices, to  the  militia  of  this  Commonwealth,  now  in  ser- 
cice  under  the  command  of  general  William  Henry  Har- 
rison," and  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth to  return  the  same  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  which  it  originated. 

iSIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  Feb.  27, 1213. 


Proclamation  declaring  the  election  of  Isaac  GrifHn 
as  a  Representative  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in 
the  United  States  Congress — 1813. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

[Signed]     Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.  By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  a  return  duly  made  by  the  Judge  of  a 
special  election  held  in  the  Counties  of  Fayette  and 
Greene,  on  Tuesday,  the  sixteenth  day  of  February  last, 
in  pursuance  of  Writs  issued  by  me  on  the  thirtieth 
day  January  last,  under  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly,  passed  the  eighteenth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  it  appears 
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that  Isaac  GriflBn,  Esquire  has  been  duly  elected  to 
serve  as  a  Representative  of  this  State,  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  John  Smilie, 
Esquire;  And  Whereas,  in  and  by  one  other  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly,  passed  the  second  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  it  is  provided, 
that  the  Governor  having  received  the  return  of  such 
election,  shall  declare  by  Proclamation  the  name  of  the 
person,  or  persons  to  him  returned  as  duly  elected  in 
each  respective  district. 

Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation,  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Isaac  GrifBn 
is  duly  elected  and  chosen  a  Representative  of  the 
people  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  serve  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  term  for  which  the  said  John  Smilie  was 
elected  to  serve. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburgh,  this  fifth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  and 
of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-seventh. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  "An  Act  to  establish  a  gen- 
eral System  of  Banking." 

NOTHING  LESS  THAN  THE  MOST  PERFECT 
conviction  of  my  understanding  and  the  strong- 
est urgings  of  duty,  could  induce  me  to  return, 
for  re-consideration,  a  bill  presented  to  me  by  the  Leg- 
islature of  Pennsylvania;  with  whom  it  has  been  my 
happiness  to  act  in  unison,  and  with  whom  even  to 
differ  in  opinion    gives    me    pain.      I  have,  with  an 


8o6  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

anxiety  proportioned  to  its  importance,  and  with  the 
deference  justly  due  to  the  constituted  authorities 
which  have  passed  it,  read  and  carefully  examined  the 
provisions,  tendencies,  and  probable  consequences  of 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  general  system 
of  banking,"  and  cannot  approve  of  it;  and  have  ac- 
cordingly directed  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  return  it  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  it 
originated,  with  the  following  objections: 

First.  Because  corporations  are  privileged  orders, 
vested  with  certain  rights  and  immunities,  not  enjoyed 
nor,  without  penalties,  to  be  exercised  by  the  great 
body  of  the  people.  And  whenever  an  association  of 
individuals  are  legally  vested  with  such  peculiar 
powers  and  privileges,  it  ought  to  be  either  called  for 
by  the  general  voice  of  the  people,  or  be  so  manifestly 
for  the  promotion  of  the  public  weal,  and  beyond  the 
accomplishment  of  individual  enterprise  and  ability,  as 
to  satisfy  the  judgment,  and  thus  secure  the  votes  of  an 
indisputable  majority  of  the  whole  legislative  Assem- 
bly. This  objection  is  founded  on  that  equality  of 
rights,  which  is  the  vital  principle  that  pervades  our 
constitution,  gives  it  all  its  excellence,  and  dispenses 
the  blessings  which  pre-eminently  distinguishes  the 
citizen  of  the  United  States. 

Second.  Because  every  objection  which  can  be  urged 
against  corporations  generally,  gathers  weight  and 
strength  when  directed  against  monied  institutions; 
the  undue  influence  of  which  has  often  been  the  sub- 
ject of  well  founded  complaint.  To  wrestle  with  and 
put  down  this  influence,  new  associations  have  been 
formed;  applications  for  new  charters  for  similar  es- 
tablishments have  multiplied;  and  in  proportion  as 
they  have  been  granted,  has  been  the  multiplication 
of  new  applications.  These  facts  apply  with  peculiar 
force  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  where  those  institu- 
tions had  their  origin,  in  this  country;  but  should 
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the  system  be  enlarged,  as  contemplated  by  the  bill 
under  consideration,  the  evil  will  overspread  the  whole 
state,  and  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  will  taint  the 
purity  of  elections,  and  eventually  prostrate  the  equal 
rights  of  the  people. 

Third.  Because  it  is  questionable  whether  too  much 
has  not  already  been  done  in  granting  to  corporatioQS 
the  privilege  to  coin  money — a  money  which,  not 
answering  the  purpose  of  foreign  commerce,  drains  the 
country  of  its  precious  metals,  and  in  their  lieu  sub- 
stitutes a  currency  which  is  without  any  value,  except 
what  is  stamped  by  public  confidence.  The  granting 
such  an  inherent  right  of  sovereignty  to  individuals, 
avowedly  associated  to  promote  their  pecuniary  inter- 
ests, is  putting  it  in  their  power  to  increase  the  circu- 
lating paper  medium  of  the  countr^^  to  such  an  extent 
as  will  result  in  depreciation  of,  or  a  total  want  of  con- 
fidence in,  bank  paper:  events  too  deplorable  not  to  be 
deprecated  by  every  good  citizen. 

Fourth.  Because  the  most  diligent  inquiries,  and 
information  from  the  best  sources,  have  satisfied  me 
that  the  present  banking  capital  of  Pennsylvania  is 
equal  to  the  discounting  all  the  good  paper,  which  for 
many  months  has  been  offered,  or  will  be  offered 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war  in  which  we  are 
engaged;  and  therefore  the  establishment  of  twenty- 
five  new  banks,  dispersed  all  over  the  state,  with  a 
capital  of  9,525,000  dollars  would  by  the  readiness  to 
give  credit,  invite  to  visionary  speculations;  divert 
men  from  useful  pursuits;  damp  the  ardor  of  indus- 
trious enterprize,  and  consequently  demoralize  the 
community. 

Fifth.  Because,  as  banks  are  multiplied,  so  will  be 
increased  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  real  from 
counterfeit  bank  notes;  thus  facilitating  the  means  of 
imposition  upon  the  ignorant  and  unwary,  and,  by  the 
hope  of  impunity,  tempting  more  to  join  in  commit- 


8o8  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

ting  the  crimes,  already  too  prevalent,  of  counterfeit- 
ing and  passing  counterfeit  notes.  At  present  the  va- 
riety of  designs  and  signatures  to  our  bank  notes  are 
not  so  diversified,  but  what  an  attentive  observer  may, 
with  tolerable  certainty,  discriminate  between  a  genu- 
ine and  a  counterfeit  note:  but  if  twenty-five  new  in- 
stitutions be  privileged  to  issue  paper  money,  each 
one  selecting  its  own  device,  mode  of  execution,  kind 
of  paper  on  which  it  shall  be  printed,  and  each  hav- 
ing its  own  officers  to  sign  and  countersign  them, 
how  difficult,  how  almost  impossible,  will  it  be,  for 
our  citizens  to  know  when  a  piece  of  paper  purporting 
to  be  worth  five,  ten,  or  one  hundred  dollars,  be  in  fact 
worth  any  of  those  sums,  or  not  worth  one  cent. 

Sixth.  Because,  although  petitions  have  been  pre- 
sented asking  the  incorporation  of  banks  in  some 
counties  in  the  state,  yet  upon  inquiry  I  have  not 
learned  that  any  application  for  the  establishment  of  a 
system,  so  novel  and  extensive,  has  been  made  to  the 
Legislature;  nor  has  this  want  of  expression  of  the 
public  wishes  in  favor  of  such  a  system  been  made 
unequivocal  by  the  votes  of  the  Legislature.  The 
bill  was  carried  as  appears  from  the  journals,  by  a 
majority  of  one  in  each  House:  in  neither  branch  of 
the  Legislature  had  this  bill  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  if  its  members. 

Seventh.  Because  the  history  of  all  nations  that 
have  authorized  an  extensive  paper  currency,  and  the 
experience  of  our  own  country,  have  furnished  mel- 
ancholy examples  of  the  disastrous  consequences  which 
flow  from  such  a  system. 

Eighth.  Because  a  time  of  w^ar  is  an  unpropitious 
era  to  try  experiments,  particularly  when  those  experi- 
ments may  seriously  affect  the  finances  of  the  com- 
monwealth, which  now  draws  a  revenue,  more  than 
equal  to  all  its  current  expenses,  from  the  bank  stock 
which  it  owns  in  the  banks  already  incorporated, 
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Ninth.  Because,  under  all  the  circumstances,  no 
material  injury  can  result  from  the  arrestation  of  the 
bill,  until  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature ;  whereas, 
if  it  were  now  to  pass  into  a  law,  it  might  produce 
evils  not  in  the  power  of  a  subsequent  Legislature  to 
correct:  because  an  act  incorporating  a  company  for 
the  purposes  of  banking  partakes  of  the  nature  of  a 
contract,  against  the  impairing  of  which  there  is  a  con- 
stitutional prohibition;  for  a  provision  wisely  intro- 
duced into  several  laws  lately  passed,  vesting  asso- 
ciated individuals  with  corporate  powers  and  exclusive 
privileges,  authorizing  a  subsequent  Legislature  to 
repeal  and  annul  such  law,  if  the  privileges  thereby 
granted  should  at  any  time  prove  injurious  to  the  com- 
munity, happens,  very  unfortunately,  not  to  have 
been  introduced  into  this  novel  and  important  bill.  At 
all  events,  if  I  am  mistaken,  misinformed,  or  in  error, 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  upon  a  review  of 
the  bill,  can,  if  they  think  proper,  give  it  effect,  inde- 
pendently of  executive  sanction,  by  such  a  majority 
as  would  unequivocally  express  the  public  opinion,  and 
designate  it  the  law  of  the  land. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  March  19,  1813. 


To  the  Assembly  trainsmitting  certain  Documents 
concerning  the  proposed  opening,  of  Federal  Street 
through  the  Navy  Yard  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

FROM  THE  ACCOMPANYING  COPIES  OF  LET- 
ters  to  me  from  William  Jones,  secretary  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and  A.  J.  Dallas,  at- 
torney of  the  United  States,  for  the  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania, you  will  learn  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  build  a  74  gun  ship  and  a 
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Frigate,  in  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia.  To  the 
solicitation  of  these  officers,  at  the  instance  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  have  suspended,  by 
the  Legislature,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
for  reasons  by  them  urged,  the  opening  of  Federal 
street  through  the  said  navy  yard,  and  the  vacation  of 
other  projected  streets,  lanes,  or  alleys,  I  add  my  wish, 
that  early  attention  may  be  given  to  this  interesting 
subject. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  March  20, 1813. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  a  State  Loan. 

THE  ACCOMPANYING  DOCUMENTS  NO.  1,  2,  3, 
4,  shew  what  has  resulted  from  my  efforts  to  ob- 
tain on  loan  |1,000,000,  directed  to  be  procured 
by  an  act  of  the  present  Legislature,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
subscribe  to  a  loan  opened  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States;"  having  for  its  object  to  aid  the  United 
States'  government  in  the  prosecution  of  a  just  and  nec- 
essary war,  to  an  honorable  conclusion. 

The  answer  of  the  president  of  the  bank  of  North 
America,  No.  2,  to  my  agents'  application,  precludes 
it  would  seem,  any  prospect  of  a  loan  from  that  insti- 
tution. By  No.  3,  it  appears,  that  the  Philadelphia 
bank  consents  to  loan  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
to  the  state;  and  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  as  appears 
by  No.  4,  have  resolved  to  loan  to  the  state  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  "provided  an  authority  now 
exists,  or  shall  be  given  previously  to  the  payment  of 
the  money  which  will  justify  the  said  loan."  This  sug- 
gestion of  difficulty,  on  the  part  of  the  bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  a  condition  annexed  to  the  loan  pro- 
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posed  to  be  made  by  the  Philadelphia  bank,  and  a 
request  by  one  of  those  banks,  communicated  by  John 
Binns  and  David  Atcheson,  directors  in  said  banks, 
on  behalf  of  the  state,  whom  I  employed  to  transact 
this  interesting  business:  that  in  order  to  enable  the 
institution  to  convert  stock  into  specie^  should  its 
interest  require  it,  certificates  of  such  stock  are  indis- 
pensable, has  induced  this  communication.  Full  in- 
formation on  these  and  other  points  connected  with 
the  subject,  being  contained  in  Messrs.  Binns  and 
Atcheson's  letter  to  me — I  have  subjoined  copies 
thereof. 

The  suggested  difiSculties  being  removed  by  a  sup- 
plement to  the  law  authorizing  the  loan;  there  is  a 
fair  prospect,  that  what,  with  the  loan  proposed  to  be 
made  by  the  Philadelphia  and  Pennsylvania  banks,  an 
anticipated  loan  from  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics' 
bank — Loans  from  individuals,  or  the  application  of 
unappropriated  monies  in  the  treasury — the  patriotic 
wishes  and  intentions  of  the  Legislature,  will  shortly 
be  fully  realized. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  March  25,  1813. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  Letter  from  General 
St.  Clair,  expressing  his  Gratitude  for  the  Aid  af- 
forded him  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

SENSIBLE  THAT  I  CANNOT,  IN  TERMS  MORE 
appropriate,  and  more  feelingly,  than  General  St. 
Clair  has  done  it  himself,  express  the  high  and 
grateful  sense  he  entertains  of  the  aid,  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  have  afforded  his  declining  years,  as  well 
as  the  generous  manner  in  which  it  was  done,  by  their 
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Representatives.     I  do,  therefore,  with  rauch  pleasure, 
lay  before  you  copies  of  the  General's  letter  to  me. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  March  27th,  1813. 

Harrisburg,  25th  March,  1813. 
Sir: 

I  beg  leave  to  present  to  you,  my  unfeigned  ac- 
knowledgements for  the  readiness  with  which  yo.i 
concurred  with  the  Legislature  in  their  kind  inten- 
tions towards  me,  and  the  prompitude  with  which 
you  gave  those  intentions  effect.  They  were,  indeed, 
rendered  doubly  dear  to  me,  from  the  noble  manner 
in  which  they  were  executed;  having  been  entirely 
unsolicited  and  even  unknown  to  me.  May  I  be  per- 
mitted, sir,  to  convey  to  the  two  houses,  through  you, 
the  grateful  sense  I  have  of  their  goodness,  and  that 
the  remembrance  of  it,  will  be  cherished  to  the  latest 
hour  of  my  life. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor, 
Sir,  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     A.  St.  Clair. 
His  Excellency  Simon  Snyder,  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. I 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  certain  Government 
Requisitions. 

I  LAY  BEFORE  YOU,  COPIES  OF  REQUISITIONS, 
made  by  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  general 
government,  for  -two  detachments  of  militia,  the 
one,  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the 
shores  of  the  Delaware,  the  other,  for  the  protection  of 
the  navy-yard,  established  by  the  United  States,  at 
Erie,  within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania. 
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It  is  obvious,  that  under  no  provision  of  our  exist- 
ing militia  system,  can  the  required  detachments  be 
organized  and  oflScered,  as  is  directed  by  the  secre- 
tary at  war.  The  embarrassment  thus  created,  will, 
I  trust,  be  removed  by  the  Legislature. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  March  29,  1813. 


Proclamation  declaring  the  election  of  John  Rea  as  a 
Representative  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in 
United  States  Congress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.      By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
vrealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  a  return  duly  made  by  the  Judges  of  a 
special  election  held  in  the  counties  of  Cumberland, 
Franklin  and  Adams,  on  Tuesday,  the  eleventh  day 
of  May  instant,  in  pursuance  of  writs  issued  by  me 
on  the  tenth  day  of  April  last,  under  the  authority 
of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  five,  it  appears  that  John  Rea,  Esq'r,  has  been  duly 
elected  to  serve  as  a  Representative  of  this  State,  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Robert 
Whitehill,  Esquire;  And  Whereas,  in  and  by  one  other 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  the  second  day 
of  April  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two^  it  is 
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provided,  that  the  Governor,  having  received  the  re- 
turn of  such  election,  shall  declare  by  proclamation 
the  name  of  the  person,  or  persons,  to  him  returned  as 
duly  elected  in  each  respective  district:  Now,  there- 
fore, I  have  issued  this  proclamation  hereby  publishing 
and  declaring  that  the  said  John  Rea  is  duly  elected 
and  chosen  a  Representative  of  the  People  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  for 
which  the  said  Robert  Whitehill  was  elected  to  serve. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburgh,  this  twentieth  day  of  May,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-seventh. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 


Proclamation  declaring  the  election  of  Thomas  Wil- 
son as  a  representative  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
in  United  States  Congress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.      By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 


I 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  a  return  duly  made  by  the  judges  of  a 
special  election  held  in  the  counties  of  Beaver,  Mercer, 
Crawford,  Erie,  Venango  and  Warren,  on  Tuesday 
the  4th  day  of  May  last,  in  pursuance  of  writs  issued  by 
m€  the  l^h  day  t>f  M€wn:^'b  last^  trnd^^  the  arutiidrity  df 
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an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  the  18th  day  of 
February,  1805,  it  appears  that  Thomas  Wilson,  Es- 
quire has  been  elected  to  serve  as  a  representative  of 
this  State,  in  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  of  the 
United  States,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  election  of  Abner  Lacock,  Esq'r,  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States;  And  Whereas,  in  and  by 
one  other  act  of  the  General  Assembly  passed  the  2nd 
day  of  April,  1802,  it  is  provided  that  the  Governor, 
having  received  the  return  of  such  election,  shall  de- 
clare by  proclamation  the  name  of  the  person,  or  per- 
sons to  him  returned  as  duly  elected  in  each  respective 
district:  Novs^,  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  procla- 
mation hereby  publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said 
Thomas  Wilson  is  duly  elected  and  chosen  a  Represen- 
tative of  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  term  for  which  the  said  Abner  Lacock 
was  elected  to  serve. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburgh,  this  2nd  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1813,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty- 
sevetith. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y 
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Proclamation  declaring  the  Election  of  Daniel  Udree 
and  Edward  Crouch  as  Representatives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  United  States  Congress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.      By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  returns  duly  made  by  the  Judges  of 
special  elections  held  in  the  District  composed  of  the 
Counties  of  Berks  and  Schuylkill  and  in  the  District 
composed  of  the  Counties  of  Dauphin,  Lancaster  and 
Lebanon,  on  Tuesday,  the  twelfth  day  of  October  last, 
in  pursuance  of  writs  isued  by  me  on  the  third  and 
eleventh  days  of  September  last,  under  the  authority 
of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  five,  it  appears  that  Daniel  Udree  and  Edward 
Crouch  were  duly  elected  to  serve  as  Representatives 
of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  to  supply  the  vacancies  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  John  M.  Hyneman  and  John  Glon- 
inger.  Esquires;  And  Whereas,  in  and  by  one  other 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly  passed  the  second  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  the  Governor,  having  received  the  return  of 
such  election,  shall  declare  by  proclamation  the  name 
or  names  of  the  person,  or  persons,  to  him  returned 
as  duly  elected  in  each  respective  district.  Now,  there- 
fore, I  have  issued  this  proclamation  hereby  publishing 
and  declaring  that  the  said  Daniel  Udree  and  Edward 
Crouch  are  duly  elected  and  chosen  as  Representatives 
ttf  this  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
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United  States,  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  for 
which  the  said  John  M.  Hyneman  and  John  Gloninger 
were  elected  to  serve;  the  former  for  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Berks  and  Schuylkill,  and 
the  latter  for  the  district  composed  of  Dauphin,  Lan- 
caster and  Lebanon  counties. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg,  this  third  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
teen, and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-eighth. 

By  the  Governor. 
#  N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly — 181 3. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

NEVER  HAS  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF 
Pennsylvania  met  at  a  period  when  duties  more 
important  were  to  be  discharged,  or  rights  more 
sacred  to  be  defended.  Since  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature,  events  the  most  interesting  have  followed 
one  another  in  rapid  succesion.  Our  sister  states,  on 
the  Lakes  and  on  the  Atlantic,  have  been  invaded,  and 
the  capital  of  the  union  menaced  by  hostile  fleets  and 
armies.  I  am  happy  and  grateful  to  say,  that  under 
Divine  Providence,  the  savage  invaders  have  been  re- 
pelled; a  territory  has  been  restored  to  the  union;  our 
western  fellow-citizens  now  sleep  in  safety,  and  pursue 
without  fear  their  lawful  occupations.  The  hands, 
dyed  in  innocent  blood,  which  were  uplifted  to  slay 
and  scalp  our  fellow-citizens,  are  now  raised  to  suppli- 
cate their  mercy.  The  mighty  fleets,  laden  with  men 
and  engines  of  destruction,  which  hovered  on  our 
coasts,  infested  our  bays  and  rivers,  and  threatened  to 
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lay  our  cities  in  ashes,  have  found  it  expedient  to  do 
part  without  havin^:  accomplished  any  other  object 
than  that  of  inflaming  the  public  resentment  and  ex- 
citing the  profoundest  detestation,  by  their  brutal  in- 
humanity. Ill  do  they  estimate  the  American  people 
who  presume  that  the  wrongs  done  them  can  be  con- 
sumed in  the  flames  of  defenceless  villages,  their  re- 
sentment assuaged  by  the  tears  of  their  violated  coun- 
try-women, or  their  courage  quenched  by  the  blood  of 
■faithlessly  massacred  prisoners.  The  heart  sickens, 
but  the  arm  is  invigorated  at  the  recollection  of  the 
scenes  of  barbarism  which  have  been  exhibited  on  our 
Lake  frontier  and  our  Atlantic  borders.  The  impla- 
cable hatred  of  the  enemy  and  his  desire  to  do  evil,  have 
been  sufficiently  manifested,  but  his  power  has  been 
found  more  impotent  than  had  been  imagined;  nor 
have  the  privations  of  the  nation  been  at  all  propor- 
tioned to  what  was  expected;  much  less  have  we  suf- 
fered the  manifold  calamities  which  the  fears  of  the 
timid  or  the  treachery  of  the  factious  had  pourtrayed. 
But  if  all  that  had  been  predicted  had  been  inflicted, 
I  trust  and  believe  the  fortitude  and  valor  of  Ameri- 
cans would  have  borne  them  without  a  murmur,  and 
that  the  same  virtues  would  conduct  them  to  victory 
and  safety.  When  war  w^as  declared,  the  people  of 
the  United  States  knew  that  they  must  breast  its 
dangers  and  overcome  its  difficulties,  and  they  pre- 
pared accordingly;  they  unsheathed  the  sword,  not 
to  do  wrong,  but  to  compel  right;  and  they  know  the 
value  of  the  rights  for  which  they  contend  too  well  ever 
to  abandon  them. 

For  thirty  years  Avas  the  attention  of  our  govern- 
ment and  of  our  people  solely  directed  to  cultivate  the 
arts  of  peace,  as  congenial  with  the  principles  of  the 
former  as  they  are  with  the  disposition  of  the  latter. 
Scarcely  was  the  theory  of  military  tactics  studied,  and 
the  happy  situation  of  our  country  precluded  eijually 
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the  necessity  of  practice.  To  these  circumstances,  and 
the  having  to  contend  with  a  foe  inured  to  war,  blood 
and  desolation,  it  is  owing  that  we  met  with  partial 
reverses.  Disasters  and  defeats  are  incidents  to  all 
wars;  they  were  anticipated.  We  could  not  expect 
to  be  exempt  from  the  lot  of  other  nations;  but,  as  we 
have  more  at  stake  than  any  other  people  upon  earth,  so 
unshakingly  and  undismayed  ought  we  to  meet  mis- 
fortunes, as  to  convince  the  enemy  that  our  spirit  is 
as  unconquerable  as  our  cause  is  just.  And  as  the 
prowess  of  our  military  officers  is  rapidly  developing, 
and  the  discipline  of  our  force  constantly  improving, 
there  is  rational  ground  for  confidence  that  with  the 
blessing  of  Heaven,  our  efforts  will  result  in  a  complete 
triumph  over  our  enemies.  As  a  prelude,  we  refer 
with  pride  to  the  glorious  victory  on  Lake  Erie,  which, 
if  ever  equalled,  was  in  naval  warfare,  never  excelled  — 
a  victory,  not  less  brilliant  in  its  achievement  than  im- 
portant in  its  effects;  nor  less  honorable  to  the  nation, 
than  to  the  highly  distinguished  Perry  who  com- 
manded, and  the  brave  officers  and  men  who  composed 
that  heroic  force.  Already  is  the  brow  of  the  young 
warrior  Oroghan,  encircled  with  laurels,  and  the  bless- 
ings of  thousands  of  women  and  children  rescued  from 
the  scalping  knife  of  the  ruthless  savage  of  the  wilder- 
ness, and  from  the  still  more  savage  Proctor,  rest  on 
Harrison  and  his  gallant  army.  Chauncey,  though  not 
equally  successful  with  the  renowned  hero  of  Lake 
Erie,  has  sought  and  deserves  to  be  so.  On  that 
element  claimed  by  Britain  as  her  exclusive  domain, 
the  American  flag  waved  triumphant  in  every  equal 
conflict.  The  infant  navy  of  the  United  States  has 
given  a  deep,  can  we  not  with  truth  say,  a  mortal 
wound,  to  the  fell  monster  of  the  deep.  With  thes<,» 
truths  before  us,  can  it  be  deemed  presumptions  to 
hazard  the  prediction,  that  the  so  lately  (by  the  tyrant 
of  the  ocean)  despised  American  navy,  is  destined  com- 
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pletely  to  humble  his  pride,  controul  his  power,  and 
coerce  him  to  respect  justice  and  the  rights  of  inde- 
pendent nations.  Were  it  not  the  province  of  another, 
upon  which  I  should  regret  to  intrude,  it  would  be  de- 
lightful further  to  further  dwell  upon  this  proud  and 
resplendant  page  of  our  history. 

The  state  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  is 
in  every  point  of  view  gratifying;  our  treasury  is  more 
full  than  at  any  former  period,  and  the  receipts  of  the 
last  year  greater  than  that  of  any  former.  In  the 
treasury  remains,  as  you  will  perceive  by  an  exhibit 
to  be  made  of  our  financial  concerns  by  the  accountant 
department,  an  unexpended  balance  of  more  than  three 
hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  dollars.  The  produce 
of  the  earth  has  been  abundant.  All  our  old  manu- 
factures are  thriving,  and  many  new  ones  are  intro- 
duced and  in  a  prosperous  way.  These,  however,  we 
may  deprecate  and  deplore  the  calamities  of  a  pro- 
tracted war,  will  console  us  with  a  prospect  of  perma- 
nent and  extensive  manufacturing  establishments, 
equal  to  our  wants  and  such  as  will  insure  the  real  and 
practical  independence  of  our  country.  The  erection 
of  bridges,  the  completion  of  roads  and  the  clearing  of 
lands,  shew  the  general  welfare;  and  the  recent  elec- 
tions not  only  throughout  this  state,  but  all  our  sister 
states,  demonstrate  the  increase  of  public  confidence 
In  the  general  government,  and  the  determination  also 
of  the  people  to  support  the  war  with  all  their  ener- 
gies until  an  honorable  peace  can  be  obtained.  That 
no  effort  has  been  left  untried  to- attain  this  desirable 
object,  will,  I  am  confident,  be  satisfactorily  shewn 
by  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  union  in  his  communica- 
tion to  congress. 

In  obedience  to  requisitions  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  a  third  and  a  fourth  detachment  of 
Pennsylvania  militia,  of  1,000  men  each,  were  ordered 
into  the  service  of  the  union.     The  fourth  detachment 
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was  to  protect  the  shores  of  the  Delaware,  and  the 
third  to  protect  the  vessels  of  war  then  building  and 
equipping  in  the  harbor  of  Erie,  in  this  state.  The 
happy  result  of  this  service  is  amply  manifested  in  th(? 
glorious  victory  to  which  I  have  alluded  and  the  conse- 
quences that  have  flowed  from  it. 

The  organizing  and  officering  these  detachments, 
agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  secretary  at  war,  was 
attended  with  considerable  difficulty,  arising  out  of 
the  inefficiency  of  our  militia  law,  and  the  discordance 
between  our  military  system  and  that  of  the  United 
States.  The  many  defects  of  our  system  render  a  com- 
plete and  thorough  revision  not  only  desirable  and  ex- 
pedient, but  indispensible.  A  conformity  with  the  or- 
ganization and  regulations  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States  would  facilitate  the  detaching  for  service  any 
requisition  which  may  hereafter  be  made,  and  prevent 
many  of  those  contests  between  corps  and  officers  for 
rank  and  precedence,  which  have  too  frequently  tended 
to  injure  the  reputation  of  our  citizen  soldiers,  and  the 
public  service.  The  strong  presumption  that  early  in 
the  spring  and  during  the  summer  the  enemy  will  in- 
vade for  the  purpose  of  plunder  and  devastation,  the 
shores  of  the  Delaware,  is,  independent  of  all  other 
considerations,  motive  sufficient  to  induce  the  adop- 
tion of  all  the  precautionary  measures  which  prudence 
and  foresight  can  suggest.  The  purchase  of  arms  and 
ammunition  and  the  encouragement  of  efficient  volun- 
teer corps,  would  certainly  tend  to  inspire  confidence 
as  well  as  multiply  the  means  of  resistance.  Circum- 
stanced as  we  are,  one  of  our  most  imperious  duties  is 
to  give  the  state  an  energetic  militia  law;  our  con- 
K-^tituents  expect  it,  and  our  country  demands  it 
Shall  we  disappoint  expectations  so  just,  demands  so 
reasonable?  In  the  message  I  had  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  the  Legislature  under  date  of  the  7th  Decem- 
ber, 1809,  I  submitted  my  opinion,  on  this  subject,  so 
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fully  that  I  cannot  deem  it  necessary  now  to  occupy 
your  time  with  further  details. 

Amongst  the  measures  adopted  by  the  general  gov- 
ernment for  supporting  the  just  and  necessary  war  in 
which  the  nation  is  engaged,  is  a  direct  tax  upon  pro- 
perty. Possessing  as  our  state  does,  the  means,  I  can- 
not doubt  the  disposition  of  her  Legislature  to  give 
effect  to  her  repeated  professions,  by  appropriating  a 
portion  of  her  treasure  for  the  commutation  and 
prompt  payment  of  the  state's  quota  of  that  tax.  In- 
terest and  patriotism  unite  so  obviously  in  recommend- 
ing this  measure,  that  the  executive  would  not  have 
recurred  to  it,  were  it  not  for  the  necessity  there  is 
that  the  subject  should  be  legislated  upon  without 
delay.  The  7th  section  of  the  act  imposing  that  tax, 
provides  that  each  state  which  determines  to  pay  its 
quota,  and  thus  avail  itself  of  the  fifteen  per,  cent,  de- 
duction, must  give  information  thereof  to  the  treasury 
department  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the  10th 
day  of  January  next. 

At  no  period  of  our  history  has  the  immense  impor- 
tance of  internal  navigation  been  so  strikingly  exem- 
plified as  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  The 
transportation  of  produce  and  the  intercourse  between 
citizens  of  different  states,  which  knit  more  strongly 
the  bonds  of  social  and  political  union,  are  greatly  re- 
tarded, and  through  many  of  the  inaccustomed  chan- 
nels entirely  interrupted,  by  the  water  craft  of  the 
enemy  sinking,  burning,  and  otherwise  destroying  the 
property  which  it  cannot  appropriate  to  its  own  use. 
The  clearing  and  improving  our  rivers  and  creeks,  and 
connecting  them  by  canals  would  afford  us  a  safe,  cheap 
and  expeditious  mode  of  transportation,  in  defiance  of 
the  thousand  ships  of  our  enemy.  Permit  me  to  hazard 
the  opinion,  that  less  than  one-half  the  treasure  ex- 
pended by  the  United  States  for  the  protection  of  for- 
eign commerce,  if  combined  with  state  and  individual 
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wealth  and  judiciously  expended,  would  have  per- 
fected an  inland  water  communication  from  Maine  to 
Georgia.  Though  the  accomplishment  of  so  exten- 
sive a  work  may  be  distant,  yet  much  may  be  done  to- 
wards it.  Pennsylvania  has  the  means,  and  I  trust 
its  Legislature  the  disposition  to  appropriate  them, 
towards  perfecting  one  of  the  great  links  of  the  chain, 
by  connecting  the  waters  flowing  into  the  Chesapeake 
with  those  of  the  Delaware. 

The  preservation  of  morals  and  our  free  institutions, 
together  with  the  true  interests  of  humanity,  would 
be  much  promoted  and  their  perpetuation  secured  by 
the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  amongst  all  our 
citizens.  A  solemn  injunction  contemplating  these 
important  objects,  by  the  establishment  of  schools 
throughout  the  state,  though  contained  in  the  instru- 
ment from  which  the  departments  constituting  the 
government  derive  their  powers,  remains  yet  to  be  ful- 
filled, on  the  broad  plain  and  liberal  principles  which 
actuated  those  who  enjoined  the  duty.  The  laws  in 
force  have  done  much  good ;  a  careful  revision  of  them 
would  probably  do  much  more,  by  extending  the  bene- 
fits of  this  important  branch  of  republican  polity. 

The  sale  of  unseated  lands  for  taxes  has  ceased  to  be 
a  source  of  revenue  in  some  counties,  because  the  coer- 
cing payment  under  the  present  laws  is  unpopular  and 
inefficient.  I  would  suggest  a  forfeiture  to  the  Com- 
monwealth of  all  such  lands,  the  owner  for  a  short 
period  of  time,  to  have  the  right  of  redemption,  on  pay- 
ment of  a  double  tax;  the  penalty  in  case  of  redemp- 
tion, and  the  whole  value  of  the  land  in  case  a  forfei- 
ture becomes  absolute,  to  form  a  school  fund.  Such  a 
provision  would  remove  the  odium  attached  to  the 
present  procedure,  and  the  liberal  minded  sufferer 
would  console  himself  by  reflecting,  that  his  want  of 
attention  had  contributed  to  the  promotion  of  a  plan 
equally  humane  and  patriotic. 
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Four  years  existence  has  proved  the  practical  excel- 
lence of  the  arbitration  principle,  which  is  now  incor- 
porated with  and  in  a  great  measure  pervades  our  civil 
code.  It  is  generally  resorted  to  by  the  honest  suitor 
whose  object  is  to  have  an  early  and  economical  termin- 
ation of  a  controversy.  Amongst  the  many  satisfac- 
tory results  from  the  system,  is  the  almost  immediate 
lien  which  the  vigilant  plaintiff  creates  on  the  estate 
of  the  defendant,  without  doing  him  the  slightest 
wrong.  The  defects  of  the  law  are,  if  any,  in  the  de- 
tail. The  local  experience,  collected  by  and  concen- 
trated in  the  Legislature,  will  dictate  and  secure  ap- 
propriate remedies. 

Permit  me  to  suggest,  that  the  law  which  directs  the 
two  verdicts  rendered  one  way  and  judgment  thereon, 
shall  be  conclusive  on  the  parties  litigant  as  to  real 
estate  is,  by  the  latter  requisite,  rendered  almost  in- 
operative; the  frequent  setting  aside  the  verdicts  of 
juries  perpetuates  the  evil  intended  to  be  remedied  by 
that  wholesome  provision.  Experience  has  shewn 
that  many  rules  of  court  and  rules  of  evidence  become 
arbitrary  and  subversive  of  justice  by  their  applica- 
tion to  cases  of  a  peculiar  nature,  and  unfitted  for  the 
application  of  general  rules.  It  may  elucidate,  and 
perhaps  mitigate  the  harshness  of  the  preceding  ob- 
servation, to  state  one  case  of  hardship  from  among 
many  which  occur: — written  depositions,  upon  which 
principally  a  plaintiff  may  have  recovered  on  a  first 
trial,  will  not  be  permitted  to  be  read  in  evidence  on 
a  second  trial,  for  no  other  reason  but  because  the 
party  who  had  been  plaintiff  in  the  first  suit,  happens 
to  be  defendant  on  the  second  trial;  in  every  other 
respect  the  cause  is  the  same  throughout  and  in  all 
its  bearings,  and  the  controversy  about  the  same  pro- 
perty. Is  there  not  in  such  decisions  something  repul- 
sive to  the  dictates  of  common  sense?  And  would  it 
not  be  promotive  of  justice  to  direct  that  in  all  cases 
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"necessity,  either  absolute  or  moral,  shall  be  sufficient 
ground  for  dispensing  with  rules  of  court  and  of  evi- 
dence?'' 

The  able  and  elaborate  report  of  the  attorney  gen- 
eral on  the  subject  of  criminal  jurisprudence,  well 
merits  an  early  attention.  Its  philanthropic  princi- 
ples will  I  doubt  not  animate  the  new  system,  which 
humanity  anticipates  as  the  result  of  your  delibera- 
tions. 

Agreeably  to  a  late  decision  of  our  supreme  court, 
it  would  seem  that  in  a  case  of  larceny  committed  in  an 
adjoining  state,  the  offender  if  he  flies  hither  and  brings 
with  him  the  property  stolen,  cannot  be  here  punished. 
Under  this  decision,  which  is  now  considered  settled 
law,  some  daring  offenders  have  already  escaped;  and 
if  such  a  practice  be  continued  it  will  encourage  theft 
in  the  adjoining  states  in  proportion  as  the  impunity 
afforded  by  our  courts  become  known.  This  rule  of 
action  thus  laid  down  by  our  supreme  court,  must  be- 
come still  more  alarming  and  injurious  if  extended,  as 
it  is  presumed  it  must  be,  to  the  receivers  of  such  stolen 
property.  It  would  seem,  also,  that  the  efficacy  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  much  w^eakened  by  the  act  of 
the  3d  April,  1809,  defining  contempts  of  court.  For 
the  information  of  the  Legislature  on  this  subject,  I 
shall  shortly  transmit  extracts  of  a  letter  from  the  at- 
torney general,  shewing  the  inefficiency,  and  pointini? 
out  also  defects  in  that  important  law,  the  habeas 
corpus  act. 

The  frequent  applications  made  for  pardons  for  con- 
victs sentenced  to  imprisonment  at  hard  labor,  founded 
solely  on  the  want  of  apartments  wherein  to  employ 
them,  and  of  necessary  tools  and  materials,  point  out 
the  necessity  of  an  imperative  injunction  on  county 
commissioners  to  provide  the  requisite  means  for  the 
attainment  of  the  ends  contemplated  by  our  humane 
penal  code.    The  case  of  an  unfortunate  fellow  mortal 
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now  under  sentence  of  death,  and  who  has  from  the 
most  conscdentious  motives  been  twice  respited,  impels 
me  to  state  to  you  my  fellow-citizens,  that  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, famed  for  the  justice  and  mildness  of  her  penal 
code,  where  a  contest  for  six  dollars  has  the  full  scope 
of  legal  investigation  extended  even  to  the  supreme 
judicial  tribunal  of  the  state;  yet,  when  the  life  of  a 
citizen  is  at  stake,  he  shali  be  hurried  through  all  mis- 
apprehensions of  witnesses  and  jurors  and  errors  ot 
courts,  to  an  untimely  and  disgraceful  death.  For 
him  there  is  no  court  of  revision,  of  errors  or  appeals, 
nor  has  he  any  remedy  other  than  in  the  mercy  of  the 
executive,  and  that  remedy  is  an  absolute  pardon;  the 
justice  of  which  must  be  often  doubtful,  and  would 
sometimes  be  culpable.  To  your  judgment  and  feel- 
ings it  is  submitted,  Avhether  essential  alterations 
ought  not  to  take  place  in  this  s^^stem. 

Horse  racing,  a  vice  of  the  most  baleful  kind,  both  as 
to  its  immediate  and  consequent  effects  on  morals,  con- 
tinues to  be  predominant  over  the  laws  making  penal 
that  cruel  and  unchristian  sport.  In  despite  of  the 
magistracy  and  the  efforts  of  other  good  citizens,  the 
laws  are  violated  with  impunity,  because  of  the  ex- 
treme difficulty  to  prove  facts  essential  to  a  conviction, 
which  ingenuity  is  never  at  loss  to  conceal.  I  beg 
leave  to  reiterate  the  opinion,  that  a  forfeiture  of  the 
animal  brought  for  the  purpose  of  racing  on  any 
ground,  is  the  most  effectual  mode  to  stay  the  mischief. 

Much  mischief  to  the  morals  and  to  the  industry  of 
the  state  is  likely  to  result  from  the  flood  of  paper 
thrown  into  circulation  by  unincorporated  banks. 
That  this  is  done  in  despite  of  an  existing  law,  is  too 
obvious  to  have  escaped  your  notice.  The  objections 
which  I  felt  it  my  imj)erious  duty  to  submit  to  your 
predecessors  against  the  passage  of  a  general  banking 
law,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  apply  with 
double  force  against  the  practices  now  pursuing  by 
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unauthorized  associations  throughout  the  state.  The 
hand  of  an  independent,  disinterested  and  enlightened 
Legislature  will,  I  trust,  correct  the  evil. 

Tavern  licenses,  regarded  as  sources  of  revenue,  from 
the  sameness  of  the  sum  paid  for  them  throughout  the 
state,  with  the  exception  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and  some  contiguous  places,  operates  very  unequally, 
when  we  compare  the  emoluments  arising  from  houses 
of  entertainment  in  different  districts  of  the  state. 
The  sum  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  ought  to  be  in 
proportion  to  the  benefit  derived  from  the  privilege 
granted.  A  discrimination,  founded  on  some  general 
principle,  suppose  on  the  rent  paid  or  the  value  as- 
sessed on  the  premises  occupied  as  a  tavern;  such  a 
scale  of  prices  would  be  more  equitable  and  would  in 
all  probability  be  productive  of  other  advantages  be- 
sides those  connected  with  the  treasury. 

The  provisions  of  a  resolution  of  a  late  Legislature 
have  resulted  in  the  accumulation  of  materials  believed 
to  be  amply  sufficient  for  the  formation  of  an  explicit 
fee  bill.  It  is  due  to  the  people  and  to  the  public 
officer,  that  fees  of  office  for  similar  services  should  be 
uniform,  and  in  no  case  should  the  sum  to  be  paid  de- 
pend on  the  distretion  of  the  officer  receiving  or  the  in- 
dividual paying.  I  would  suggest  also  the  establish- 
ing by  law  of  the  pay  and  other  expenses  to  be  allowed 
sheriffs  for  the  transportation  of  criminals  to  the  Phila- 
delphia prison,  as  a  measure  calculated  to  prevent  em- 
barrassment in  the  accountant  department. 

The  number  of  new  counties  which  have  been  erected 
out  of  old  ones  has  so  entirely  deranged  the  districts 
heretofore  established  for  the  appointment  of  justices 
of  the  peace  as  to  render  difficult  a  compliance  with  the 
constitutional  injunction,  that  a  competent  number  of 
those  officers  shall  be  commissioned  in  convenient  dis- 
tricts. Inconvenience  is  also  felt  in  all  of  the  counties 
lately  organized  for  judicial  purposes,  to  which  the 
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law  of  4th  of  April,  1803,  does  not  extend.  A  new  law 
containing  similar  provisions  to  the  law  just  referred 
to,  has  therefore  become  necessary. 

The  threatening  attitude  assumed  by  the  enemy  on 
Lake  Erie  and  on  the  Delaware,  induced  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  portion  of  the  fifty  thousand  dollars  placed  by 
the  Legislature  at  the  discretion  of  the  executive.  It 
has  been  appropriated  to  the  repairs  of  arms,  the  pur- 
chase of  ammunition  and  camp  equipage.  An  account 
of  it  and  of  the  monies  expended  as  additional  com- 
pensation to  those  of  our  militia  who  had  faithfully 
served  under  any  of  the  requisitions  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States  will,  so  soon  as  the  proper  depart- 
ment shall  have  been  furnished  with  necessary 
vouchers,  be  laid  before  you;  and  also  an  account  of 
expenses  incurred  by  the  call  of  major-general  Mead, 
on  the  first  brigade  of  his  division,  for  the  defence  of 
the  U.  States  flotilla  then  in  the  harbor  of  Erie. 

The  million  dollars  authorized  by  a  law  of  the  last 
session  to  be  subscribed  to  the  loan,  opened  by  the 
United  States'  government,  has  not  been  subscribed; 
the  time  necessarily  consumed  in  enacting  the  provi- 
sions deemed  necessary  by  some  of  the  banks  before 
they  would  pay  over  the  sums  they  proposed  to  loan  the 
Commonwealth  so  far  delayed  the  completion  of  the 
loan  required  by  the  state,  that  the  books  for  receiving 
subscriptions  to  the  loan  of  the  United  States  were 
closed  before  a  copy  of  the  supplementary  law  passed 
by  the  Legislature  could  reach  Philadelphia.  Full  in- 
formation of  everything  done  by  the  agents  I  had  ap- 
pointed to  negociate  and  complete  the  loan,  subsequent 
to  my  communication  of  the  25th  of  March  last,  shall 
be  laid  before  the  Legislature. 

Agreeably  to  a  law  of  the  last  Legislature,  a  plan  has 
beea  approved  for  an  arsenal  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  a  contract  for  its  execution  formed,  now 
nearly  executed.     The  various  other  duties  enjoined 
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on  the  executive  by  laws  and  resolutions,  have,  I  trust, 
been  performed  in  a  spirit  correspondent  with  the  mo- 
tive that  dictated  the  several  injunctions. 

I  have  thus,  fellow-citizens,  explicitly  communicated 
such  information  and  recommended  such  measures  as 
experience  and  reflection  have  suggested;  and  it  will 
be  gratifying  to  my  feelings,  and  I  trust  not  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  our  constituents,  if  you,  agreeing  in 
opinion  with  me,  shall  sanction  with  your  approbation 
the  measures  I  have  suggested.  If  we  differ  as  to  the 
polic}'  or  expediency  of  any  particular  measure,  I  am 
sure  it  will  be  an  honest  difference;  and  mutual  respect 
will  teach  us  to  give  credit  to  each  other  for  upright 
intentions,  pure  motives  and  conscientious  convictions, 
emanating  from,  patriotic  principles.  Your  selection 
from,  and  residence  in,  the  various  districts  of  the 
state  have  given  you  such  opportunities  of  knowing 
the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  people,  and  assemble  in 
you  such  a  body  of  information,  of  public  feeling  and 
public  opinion,  as  never  can  be  collected  under  any 
other  than  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  truly 
impress  you  with  the  character  of  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  secures  for  you  that  respect  and  confi- 
dence which  necessarily  attaches  to  so  important  a  sta- 
tion. I  shall  at  all  times  cheerfully  cooperate  witli 
you  in  the  adoption  of  any  measure  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  freedom,  interest  or  happiness  of  our  consti- 
tuents. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  Dec.  10,  1813. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents. 

1HAVE  DIRECTED  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
commonwealth  to  lay  before  you  copies  of  letters, 
of  the  agents  appointed  to  negociate  a  loan  of  a 
million  of  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  government  of 
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the  United  States,  authorized  by  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  last  session';  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  and  also  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  attorney  general  of  this  commonwealth  rela- 
tive to  the  habeas  corpus  act,  being  the  documents  al- 
luded to  in  my  communication  of  the  10th  instant." 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  December  15,  1813. 


Proclamation  of  reward  for  the  Apprehension  of  the 
murderer  of  Matthew  Henderson,  of  Philadelphia. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
w^ealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I  have  received  authentic  information 
that  on  the  night  of  the  twentieth  of  December  last, 
a  daring  and  atrocious  murder,  was  committed  within 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  body  of  a  certain  Mat- 
thew Henderson,  by  some  person  or  persons  unknown : 
And  Whereas,  the  reputation  of  the  Government,  the 
peace  and  security  of  its  citizens,  and  the  obligations 
of  justice  and  humanity  require  that  the  perpetrators 
of  offenses  so  heinous  should  be  brought  to  speedy  and 
condign  punishment;  I  have,  therefore,  thought  it 
proper  to  issue  this  proclamation  hereby  offering  a 
reward  of  two  hundred  dollars  to  any  person,  or  per- 
sons, who  shall  apprehend  and  secure  within  any  jail 
of  this  Commonwealth  the  person  or  persons  who  have 
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committed  the  said  crime,  if  brought  to  trial  and  con- 
viction. And  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  Coroners, 
Constables,  and  other  Officers  within  this  Common- 
wealth, according  to  the  duties  of  their  respective 
Offices  and  Stations,  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined 
to  be  attentive  and  vigilant  in  enquiring  after,  and 
bringing  to  justice  the  perpetrator  or  perpetrators  of 
the  said  crime. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburgh,  this  twenty-first  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-eighth. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 


To  the  Assembly  recommending  an  Alteration  in  the 
Militia  Law  and  transmitting  certain  Documents. 

THE  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  MILITIA  LAW 
passed  by  the  last  legislature,  authorizing  the 
organization  and  officering  detachments  of  mili- 
tia designated  for  the  service  of  the  union,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  laws,  rules  and  regulations  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  has,  in  practice,  created  much 
unnecessary  expense,  by  marching  of  many  officers 
to  the  place  of  general  rendezvous  who  must  return  as 
supernumerary. 

I  would  suggest  the  authorizing  by  law,  the  desig- 
nation at  the  place  of  brigade  rendezvous,  of  those  of 
the  officers  below  the  rank  of  major  who  are  to  serve; 
such  a  provision  would  not  only  save  much  useless  ex- 
pense, but  prevent  also  occasional  unpleasant  feelings 
among  the  officers;  but  of  a  recent  requisition  by  the 
President  for  a  fifth  detachment  of  Pennsylvania  mili- 
tia, has  grown  this  communication  to  prevent  a  recur- 
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renee  such  as  is  alluded  to;  an  early  attention  will  be 
required. 

I  have  also  directed  the  secretary  to  lay  before  you 
copies  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee,  together  with  a  resolution  from  the  legis- 
lature of  the  said  state,  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  February  2,  1814. 

Communication  from  the  Governor  of  Tennessee. 
Nashville,  January  1,  1814. 
Sir: 

In  compliance  with  a  request  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  their  resolution,  adopt- 
ed on  the  17th  of  October  last;  and  request  that  you 
will  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature  of 
the  state  over  which  you  preside :  And  have  the  honor 
to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     Willie  Blount. 
The  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

State  of  Tennessee. 

In  General  Assembly, 

October  17, 1813. 
Resolved,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  best  en- 
deavors to  prevail  upon  congress,  to  propose  to  the 
several  states  for  their  adoption,  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States;  so  as  to  reduce  the 
term  of  service  of  senators  in  congress  from  six  to 
four  years,  from  the  time  they  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  their  appointments. 
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Resolved,  That  the  executive  of  this  state  be  request- 
ed to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to 
each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  congress, 
and  to  each  of  the  executives  of  the  several  states,  with 
a  request  that  they  submit  it  to  the  consideratipn  of 
their  respective  legislatures. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  Militia  on  the  Lake 
Frontier. 

AN  IMPRESSION  THAT  THE  REPRESENTA- 
tives  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  should  early 
be  informed  of  the  effects  produced  by  any  law 
of  an  experimental  nature,  induces  the  transmission 
to  you,  of  what  has  resulted  on  the  Lake  frontier,  out 
of  the  exercise  of  a  discretionary  power  vested  in  cer- 
tain military  officers,  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  en- 
titled "A  further  supplement  to  the  act  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  militia  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania," passed  29th  of  March,  1813. 

The  difficulty  to  separate  what  may  be  essential  from 
that  which  may  be  deemed  not  to  be  so,  from  out  of  a 
pretty  voluminous  correspondence,  has  induced  the 
transmission  of  entire  letters,  containing  matter  pro- 
bably not  relevant. 

Some  papers  deemed  unimportant  are  not  trans- 
mitted; these  and  any  documents  connected  with  pro- 
ceedings under  the  said  law,  this  last  summer,  will  be 
open  to  the  inspection  and  perusal  of  any  committee  of 
the  legislature;  or  if  required  will  form  the  subject  of 
another  communication. 

The  not  anticipated  effect,  proceedings  under  the 
said  law  have  already  had,  and  if  necessary  to  be  con- 
tinued, may  yet  have  on  our  finances,  is  an  additional 
53— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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reason  why  this  communication  should  be  promptly 
made. 

SIMON  SNYDEE. 
Harrisburg,  February  7,  1814. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  Letter  from  Michael 
Leib,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States. 

I  HASTEN  TO  LAY  BEFORE  YOU  COPIES  OF  A 
letter  from  Michael  Leib,  Esq.,  to  me,  which  I  re- 
ived by  mail  yesterday,  purporting  to  be  a  resigna- 
tion of  his  seat  as  one  of  the  senators  representing  this 
state  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  February  18,  1814. 

Resignation  of  Senator  Leib. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  14,  1814. 
Sir: 

Having  accepted  an  office  under  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  I  tender  you  the  resignation  of  my 
seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  which  you  will 
please  to  communicate  to  the  General  Assembly. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  high  consideration  and 
Respect. 

[Signed]     M.  Leib. 
Simon  Snyder,  Esq.,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  Letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  and  recommending  Legislation  to 
Enable  Certain  British  Prisoners  of  War  to  be  Con- 
fined in  the  Philadelphia  Penitentiary. 

THERE  IS  NOT  BY  ANY  EXISTING  LAW  VEST 
ed  in  the  executive,  an  authority  such  as  is  re- 
quisite to  a  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
secretary  of  the  state  of  the  United  States,  of  which  a 
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copy  is  herewith  transmitted  to  each  branch  of  the 
legislature.  Its  importance  will  ensure  it  an  imme- 
diate attention  by  a  General  Assembly  which  has  al- 
ready given  proofs  of  its  zeal,  to  promote  by  every  just 
and  honorable  mean  the  great  objects  for  which  the 
nation  is  contending. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  March  2,  1814. 

Department  of  State, 
February  23,  1814. 
Sir: 

The  conduct  of  the  enem^^  in  seizing  and  transporting 
to  Great  Britain,  for  trial  as  traitors,  under  a  claim  of 
perpetual  allegiance  to  the  British  sovereign,  certain 
American  prisoners  of  war,  having  compelled  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  to  resort  to  a  just  and  in- 
dispensable measure  of  retaliation;  and  certain  British 
prisoners  having  been  wdth  that  view  taken  into  close 
custody,  as  hostages  for  the  safety  of  the  American 
prisoners  thus  seized  and  transported,  the  President 
requests  that  you  would  authorize  them  to  be  received 
and  confined  in  the  penitentiary  at  Philadelphia, 
whither  they  will  be  conducted  without  delay,  and 
placed  under  the  general  superintendance  of  John 
Smith,  Esq.,  the  marshall  of  the  U.  States,  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  consideration. 
Sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

[Signed]     James  Monroe. 
His  excellency  Simon  Snyder,  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania. 
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To  the  Assembly  vetoing  a  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  re- 
gulating Banks." 

THE  BILL,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  REGULATING 
Banks,"  was  presented  to  me  for  my  approbation 
on  the  9th  instant.  I  have  given  to  its  consider- 
ation all  the  faculties  of  my  mind,  and  the  feelings  of 
my  heart,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  my  convictions  of 
duty  to  the  community  will  not  permit  me  to  approve 
of  its  passage  into  a  law.  In  returning  the  bill,  as  I 
do,  for  re-consideration,  I  respectfully  refer  the  legis- 
lature to  the  objections  transmitted,  March  19th,  1813, 
against  the  bill,  entitled  "An' act  to  establish  a  gen- 
eral system  of  banking."  Those  objections  apply  to 
the  present  bill  with  additional  force,  because  it  con- 
templates the  establishment  of  a  much  greater  number 
of  money-coining  institutions;  thus  spreading,  further 
and  wider,  the  baleful  effects  which  I  cannot  but  think 
inevitable  from  such  an  establishment. 

In  addition  to  the  objections  on  the  journals  of  last 
session  I  will  briefly  remark,  that  although  the  system 
proposed  then,  and  this  session  enlarged  upon,  has 
been  a  year  before  our  fellow-citizens,  yet  have  none  of 
them  requested  that  it  should  be  come  a  law  of  the 
state.  And  I  cannot  divest  myself  of  the  fear  that  if 
it  should  become  a  law,  it  would  tend  only  to  enrich 
the  wealthy  and  the  speculator,  while  it  would  in 
various  forms  heap  burdens  on  the  poor  and  the  in- 
dustrious. Permit  me  to  hazard  an  opinion  that 
changes  of  law  have  a  great  effect  in  a  popular  govern- 
ment to  weaken  its  force,  by  preventing  or  destroyiui^j 
habits.  A  steady  operation  gives  force  to  laws,  and 
the  government  acquires  dignity  and  respect  in  pro- 
portion to  its  uniformity  of  proceeding.  This  bill,  1 
presume  to  say,  will  produce  in  society  an  unhappy 
effect.  It  legalizes  the  acts  of  illegal  associations, 
and  thus  proves  the  weakness  of  the  government :  nay, 
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it  carries  on  its  face  a  warrant  for  the  infraction  of 
the  restrictive  jjrovisions  therein  contained,  and  in  my 
opinion  goes  far  to  encourage  the  infraction  of  all  law. 
It  is  a  fact  well  ascertained  that  immense  sums  of 
specie  have  been  drawn  from  the  banks  in  Pennsylva- 
nia and  certain  other  states,  to  pay  balances  for  British 
goods,  which  eastern  mercantile  cupidity  has  smug- 
gled into  the  United  States.  The  demand  for  specie 
has  in  consequence  been  and  still  is  so  great,  that  the 
banks  in  Philadelphia  and  in  some  other  parts  have 
stopped  discounting  any  new  paper.  I  ask  a  patriotic 
legislature,  is  this  an  auspicious  era  to  try  so  vast  an 
experiment?  Shall  we  increase  this  pressure?  Shall 
we  indirectly  aid  our  internal  and  external  enemies  to 
destroy  our  funds  and  embarrass  the  government,  by 
the  erecting  of  forty-one  new  banks,  which  must  have 
recourse  for  specie  to  that  already  much  exhausted 
source? 

Is  there  at  this  time  an  intelligent  man  in  Pennsylva- 
nia who  believes  that  a  bank  note  of  any  description  is 
the  representative  of  specie?  Is  there  not  great 
ground  for  fear,  a  knowledge  that  forty-one  new  banks, 
having  a  nominal  capital  of  more  than  seventeen  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  upon  the  bare  payment  of  one-fifth  part, 
shall  have  the  right  (the  inclination  to  do  so  cannot  be 
doubted,  under  the  predominant  spirit  of  speculation) 
to  throw  into  circulation  an  additional  overwhelming- 
flood  of  paper,  and  thus  totally  destroy  the  remaining 
confidence  in  that  medium?  And  will  not  a  hoarding 
of  specie  and  a  ruinous  depreciation  of  bank  notes,  be 
the  natural  consequence  of  such  a  state  of  things? 

On  the  ground  of  principle,  generally,  I  may  confi- 
dently say  that  industry  is  the  only  permanent  source 
of  wealth.  It  secures  subsistence,  and  advances  our 
interest  by  slow,  yet  sure  and  regular  gains,  and  is  the 
best  preservative  of  morals.  Not  so  speculation 
(which  this  bill  seems  to  invite;)  it  has  the  direct  con- 
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trarj  effect:  depending  on  no  fixed  principles,  it  opens 
a  field  for  the  exercise  of  ingenuity,  ever  on  the  alert 
to  take  advantage  of  the  unwary  in  the  accidental  va- 
ration  of  things.  The  success  of  the  speculator  by  pro- 
fession, tempts  the  farmer  and  mechanic  to  forsake  his 
accustomed  honest  pursuits.  Launched  on  the  wild 
sea  of  speculation;  ever  exposed  to  deviations  from 
rectitude,  his  moral  principle  becomes  weakened,  and 
eventually  all  sense  of  commutative  justice  is  de- 
stroyed. 

Thus  impressed  as  to  the  probable  consequences  of 
the  bill,  if  enacted  into  a  law,  I  should  betray  the  trust 
reposed  in  me  by  my  fellow-citizens  if  I  were  to  ap- 
prove its  passage.  To  differ  from  the  representatives 
of  the  people  is  painful  to  me,  but  to  shrink  from  a 
responsibility  which  I  consider  myself  in  conscience 
bound  to  assume,  would  be  criminal.  I  decline  stating 
any  objections  which  may  have  arisen  out  of  the  fluc- 
tuation of  opinions  amongst  the  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  during  the  pendency  of  the  bill  under 
consideration,  and  refer  to  them  only  to  shew  how  the 
hopes  and  fears  of  the  members  themselves  were  raised 
and  depressed  and  their  opinions  altered,  by  circum- 
stances which  could  not  at  all  influence  others. 

The  bill  is  returned  for  re-consideration,  under  the 
most  perfect  convictions  that  my  duty  to  our  common 
constituents,  to  the  state  and  the  union,  requires  me 
so  to  return  it.  Duly  respecting  the  judgment  and 
motives  of  the  legislature,  and  trusting  to  their  liber- 
ality in  viewing  my  conduct. 

I  remain  their  fellow  citizen, 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  March  19,  1814. 
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Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of  the 
Murderer  of  Isaac  Wills,  of  Harrisburg. 


I 


Pennsyhania,  ss: 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Penusylvania.       By  SIMON  SNY- 
DEK,  Governor  of  the  said  Common 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I  have  received  authentic  information  that 
on  the  night  of  Tuesday  the  26th  day  of  April  last,  a 
daring  and  atrocious  murder  was  committed  within 
the  Borough  of  Harrisburgh,  in  the  County  of  Dauphin, 
in  this  Commonwealth,  on  the  body  of  a  certain  Isaac 
Wills,  by  some  person,  or  persons,  unknown;  And 
Whereas,  the  reputation  of  the  Government,  the  peace 
and  security  of  its  Citizens,  and  the  obligations  of  jus- 
tice and  humanity  require,  that  the  perpetrators  of 
offenses  so  heinous  should  be  brought  to  speedy  and 
condign  punishment;  I  have  therefore  thought  it 
proper  to  issue  this  proclamation,  hereby  offering  a 
reward  of  two  hundred  dollars,  to  any  person  or  persons 
who  shall  apprehend  and  secure  within  any  jail  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  person  or  persons  who  have  com- 
mitted the  said  crime,  if  brought  to  trial  and  convic- 
tion: And  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  Coroners,  Con 
stables  and  other  Officers  within  this  Commonwealth, 
according  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  Offices  and 
Stations,  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  be  atten- 
tive and  vigilant  in  inquiring  after  and  bringing  to  jus- 
tice the  perpetrator  or  perpetrators  of  the  crime  afore- 
said. 

Given  under  my  hand  [and  the  Great]  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  [Harrisburg  this]  sixth  day  of  May  in  the 
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[year  of  our  Lordj  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,  and  of  the  Conmmonwealth  the  thirty-eighth. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 


Proclamation  Appointing   a    Day   for    Fasting   and 
Prayer. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 


Y     SIMON     SNYDER,     GOVER- 

nor    of    the    Commonwealth    of 
Pennsylvania. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


It  having  pleased  the  sovereign  Ruler  of  the  Uni- 
verse in  the  course  of  his  just  and  wise  Providence  to 
visit  our  country  with  the  calamities  of  a  desolating 
war.  And  believing  that  mercy  is  a  distinguished  at- 
tribute of  the  Deity,  that  he  exhibits  his  strange  work 
of  Judgments  by  the  infliction  of  chastisements  upon 
his  creatures,  because  of  their  sin  and  rebellion  against 
his  holy  laws,  for  the  benign  purpose  of  bringing  them 
back  to  him  the  author  and  giver  of  all  good.  It  there- 
fore  becomes  the  duty  of  those  under  the  manifesta- 
tions of  his  displeasure,  seriously  to  enquire  wherefore 
he  has  a  controversy  with  them,  and  to  humble  them- 
selves before  him  on  account  of  their  manifold  trans- 
gressions, repent  and  turn  from  their  evil  ways  and  im- 
plore him  for  pardoning  mercy.  And  whereas,  it  has 
been  recommended  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United  States  to  observe 
the  third  Thursday  of  August  next  as  a  day  of  humilia- 
tion, fasting  and  prayer:  And  it  having  been  intimated 
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as  desirable  that  tlie  Executive  of  this  State  should 
recommend  to  the  people  thereof  the  observance  of 
that  day  for  those  solemn  religious  purposes. 

In  accordance  therefore  v^ith  the  intimation^  afore- 
said, 1  do  hereby  earnestly  recommend  to  Christians 
of  ever-y  denomination  throughout  this  Commonwealth 
that  laying  aside  as  far  as  practicable  all  worldly  avo- 
cations, they  observe  the  third  Thursday  of  August 
next  as  a  day  of  humiliation,  fasting  and  prayer,  de- 
voting it  to  the  religious  exercises  of  sincere  confession 
of  their  sins,  humbly  to  ask  for  divine  grace  to  enable 
them  truly  to  repent  of  them,  to  implore  pardon  and 
forgiveness,  through  the  mediation  and  atonement  of 
the  Kedeemer;  that  he  would  pour  out  plentifully  the 
effusion  of  his  holy  spirit  on  all  people,  cause  a  gen- 
eral revival  of  true  and  vital  piety.  That  God  would 
take  our  beloved  country  into  his  holy  keeping,  defend 
and  protect  us  from  the  ravages  of  foreign  and  savage 
foes  and  the  evil  machinations  of  our  internal  enemies, 
that  he  would  go  forth  with  our  armies  and  cover  them 
with  his  shield  in  the  day  of  battle,  that  he  would 
speedily  restore  to  us  the  blessings  of  peace  with  the 
full  and  permanent  enjoyment  of  all  our  just  rights 
and  privileges,  both  civil  and  religious.  That  he 
would  hasten  that  blessed  period  when  nation  shall 
no  longer  rise  up  against  nation,  when  the  cruel  art  of 
war  shall  no  longer  be  learned  or  practiced,  and  the 
horrid  instruments  of  destruction  be  converted  into 
the  instruments  of  peaceful  industry. 

And  that  the  good  people  of  this  Commonwealth 
accompany  their  supplications  with  the  grateful  sacri- 
fice of  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  the  Father  of  mercies 
for  his  unremitted  goodness  in  mingling  with  his  judg- 
ments so  many  blessings  both  of  a  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral nature. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  July,  in  the 
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Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-ninth. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  SecV. 


Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of  Cer- 
tain Incendiaries  in  and  near  Pittsburgh. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By  SIMON  SNY- 
DEK,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I  have  received  authentic  information  that 
certain  incendiaries  have  destroyed  the  property  of 
several  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsburg;  and 
have  distributed  anonymous  letters,  demanding  money, 
and  in  case  of  refusal  threatened  to  burn  the  town 
and  poison  the  waters  therein. 

And  whereas  the  reputation  of  the  Government,  the 
peace  and  security  of  its  Citizens  and  the  obligations 
of  justice  require  that  the  perpetration  of  offenses  so 
flagrant  in  their  nature  should  be  brought  to  speedy 
and  condign  punishment;  I  have  therefore  thought 
proper  to  issue  this  proclamation,  hereby  offering  a  re- 
ward of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  any  person  or  persons 
who  shall  apprehend  and  secure  within  any  jail  of  this 
Commonwealth  the  person  or  persons  who  have  com- 
mitted the  said  offenses  if  brought  to  trial  and  con- 
viction, and  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  Coroners, 
Constables,  and  other  officers  within  this  Common- 
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wealth,  according  to  the  duties  of  their  offices,  are  here- 
by required  and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vigilant 
in  enquiring  after  and  bringing  to  justice  the  perpe- 
trator or  perpetrators  of  the  crimes  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  thirteenth  day  of  August, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  and  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
thirty-ninth. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 


Proclamation  continuing  all  Appointments  under  the 
Executive  until  further  Notice. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By  SIMON  SNY- 
JER,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  have  duly  certified,  that 
the  said  Speaker  of  the  Senate  did  on  the  nineteenth 
day  of  December  instant,  in  the  chamber  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  the  Borough  of  Harrisburgh, 
open  and  publish  the  returns  of  the  late  election  of 
a  Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  in  the  presence 
of  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  conformably  to  the 
Constitution   of  the   said   Commonwealth,  and  that 
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upon  counting  the  votes  by  a  Teller  appointed  from 
each  House  it  appeared  that  Simon  Snyder  had  a  ma- 
jority of  votes ;  whereupon  the  said  Simon  Snyder  was 
declared  to  be  duly  elected  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth, and  having  first  taken  the  oath  of  office 
was  accordingly  on  this  twentieth  day  of  December 
proclaimed  Governor  thereof.  Now  in  pursuance  ol 
the  power  and  trust  to  the  Governor  of  this  Common- 
wealth by  the  constitution  and  laws  granted  and  con- 
fided, and  for  preventing  all  failures  in  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  I  the  said  Simon  Snyder  have  deemed 
it  expedient  to  issue  this  proclamation;  hereby  con- 
firming and  continuing  all  appointments  made,  and  all 
commissions  heretofore  lawfully  issued,  and  which 
were  in  force  on  this  day,  until  the  said  appointments 
and  commissions,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  by  me  super- 
seded and  annulled.  And  all  officers  holding  appoint- 
ments and  commissions  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
Executive  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth  are  re- 
quired before  the  expiration  of  forty  days  to  enter  into 
new  bonds  with  sufficient  sureties,  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  their  respective  offices,  in  such  cases  as  the 
laws  require  bonds  and  sureties  to  be  given.  And  1 
do  further  direct  and  enjoin  all  public  officers  engaged 
in  the  several  departments  of  the  Government,  to  pro- 
ceed with  diligence  and  fidelity  in  the  performance  and 
execution  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  stations,  so 
as  most  effectually  to  promote  and  secure  the  interest, 
peace  and  safety  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg,  this  twentieth  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-ninth. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 


Simon  Snyder.  845 

Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly — 181 4. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

SINCE  THE  ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE  LAST  LEG- 
islature,  events  have  occurred  of  a  character  more 
interesting  and  impressive  than  any  to  be  found 
in  our  annals  for  the  last  thirty  years.  Nor  has  the 
history  of  the  old  world  been  less  eventful  or  imposing. 
The  extraordinary  overturnings  and  raising  up  of 
thrones  in  Europe  and  the  elevation  and  prostration 
of  royal  families,  have  been  so  wonderful,  rapid  and 
unexpected,  as  to  excite  our  profoundest  astonish- 
ment and  most  serious  reflections.  Our  extensive 
commerce,  spirit  of  enterprise  and  surplus  productions, 
have  so  intermixed  our  interests  with  those  of  the 
nations  of  Europe,  that  even  in  a  time  of  peace  we 
could  not  have  been  indifferent  or  uninterested  specta- 
tors of  the  mighty  scenes  which  have  passed  before  us. 
Involved,  however,  as  we  are  in  a  just  and  unavoidable 
war  with  one  of  the  most  pow^erful  nations  of  the  world, 
we  could  not  but  mark  with  solicitude  events  which 
promised  to  relieve  our  enemy  from  all  resistance  and 
restraint,  elsewhere,  and  enable  him  to  turn  his  whole 
force,  resources  and  undivided  attention  upon  us. 

The  enemy  has  availed  himself  of  such  a  state  of 
things,  so  far  as  to  send  considerable  reinforcements  of 
veteran  troops  to  his  North  American  possessions,  and 
a  large  fleet  and  well  appointed  army  to  blockade  our 
bays  and  rivers,  and  bombard,  destroy  and  lay  waste 
all  our  assailable  villages,  towns  and  cities.  This  force 
by  a  rapid  movement,  exposing  itself  to  capture  or 
destruction,  penetrated  to  Washington  city.  It  was 
captured,  with  attendant  circumstances  of  barbarism 
which  disgrace  and  render  hateful  the  conquerors  who 
thus  outraged  all  the  laws  and  usages  of  honorable 
warfare.  The  consternation  which  was  excited  on  the 
sea  board,  is  almost  inconceivable  to  those  who  reside 
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in  the  interior.  Happily,  however,  for  our  country  and 
for  human  nature,  it  was  the  last  triumph  of  barbarian 
arms.  Discomfiture  and  disgrace  have  followed  hard 
upon  him  ever  since.  At  Baltimore,  the  militia 
marched  forth  to  meet  the  veterans  of  Britain,  the 
spirit  of  the  revolution  was  roused,  the  invading  army 
was  compelled  to  retreat  and  the  bombarding  fleet  to 
retire;  and  the  mothers,  wives,  and  children  of  the 
brave,  once  more  slept  in  quiet. 

The  army  of  Niagara,  under  the  dauntless  general 
Brown,  stayed  the  onward  course  of  British  troops,  and 
by  displays  of  consumate  sldll  and  heroic  bravery, 
taught  them  to  do  homage  to  American  soldiers.  On 
Lake  Champlain,  the  squadron  of  the  gallant  commo- 
dore Macdonough  has  conquered  and  captured  another 
fleet,  again  irradiated  with  glory  our  naval  flag,  and, 
in  conjunction  with  the  army  of  the  brave  general 
M'Comb,  has  preserved  the  peace  of  an  immense  tract 
of  country  and  shielded  the  inhabitants  from  the  toma- 
hawk of  the  savage. 

Our  small  ships  and  privateers  have  covered  the  seas, 
and  on  the  sea  coast  of  the  enemy  they  have  been  so 
vigilant  and  courageous,  that  it  has  become  unsafe  for 
him  to  pass  even  from  one  of  his  own  ports  to  another. 
They  have  retaliated  upon  the  enemy  the  system  of 
capturing  and  destroying,  to  an  extent  greater  than  he 
could  have  imagined,  and,  as  if  in  mock  of  the  blockade, 
our  vessels  and  their  prizes  have  come  in  and  run  out 
as  at  pleasure.  Their  skill,  seamanship  and  valor,  will 
carry  our  fame  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind  and  the 
waves  of  the  waters,  teach  all  nations  to  respect  us, 
and  acknowledge  that,  though  patient  and  long  suffer- 
ing, we  will  neither  be  injured  nor  insulted  with  im- 
punity. 

The  latest  advices  induce  a  belief  in  some  minds,  that 
peace  mny  possibly  result  out  of  our  mission  to  Europe; 
anii  that  the  thousands  and  ten  of  thousands  of  armed 
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men  who  have  overspread  its  continent  may  again  un- 
sheath  their  swords,  and  again  struggle  for  victory  and 
dominion.  Let  the  result  of  the  negociations  at  Ghent 
and  Vienna  be  what  it  may,  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom 
and  patriotism  to  calculate  upon  and  prepare  for  war, 
rather  than  peace.  If  honorable  peace  comes,  come 
when  it  will  it  will  be  welcome,  and  we  shall  always  be 
prepared  to  receive  it;  but  if  we  mistakingly  repose  on 
the  prospect  of  peace,  we  may  unpreparedly  be  awak- 
ened by  the  thunder  of  the  enemy's  cannon.  In  energy, 
decision  and  preparation,  there  is  safety  and  honor; 
but  any  other  course  will  inevitably  lead  to  suffering 
and  disgrace.  To  you,  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  people  have  a  right  to  look,  and  do  look,  for  the 
performance  of  all  those  extraordinary  duties  which 
the  times  impose  upon  you.  The  last  summer  has  read 
us  such  a  lesson  as  I  trust  we  shall  profit  by;  and  should 
those  ruthless  invaders  come  again,  they  should  find 
us  every  where  prepared  and  resolute. 

The  conflagration  of  Washington  and  the  continued 
manacing  language  and  attitude  of  the  enemy  having 
excited  general  anxiety  and  solicitude  for  the  safety 
of  Philadelphia,  I  repaired  to  that  city,  accompanied 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  and  State 
Treasurer,  whose  presence  and  advice  very  much  facili- 
tated the  objects  of  my  journey;  which  were,  to  get 
into  the  field,  arm  and  equip,  a  force  adequate  to  the 
defence  of  that  city  and  the  shores  of  the  Delaware. 
By  unremitted  attention,  and  acting  in  concert  with 
the  general  commanding  for  the  United  States  in  this 
district,  such  a  force  was  obtained,  notwithstanding 
considerable  embarrassment  caused  by  the  almost  ex- 
hausted condition  of  the  United  States  arsenal.  From 
an  order  by  the  war  department,  directing  the  generals 
of  military  districts  to  supply  with  equipments  the 
militia  called  into  service,  I  had  inferred  that  camp 
equipage,  arms  and  munitions  of  w^ar,  were  in  store 
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ready  for  delivery.  T  was  mistaken,  in  consequence 
of  large  requisitions  having  been  previously  made  from 
the  south.  These  difficulties,  however,  and  many 
others,  were  surmounted;  and  so  respectable  a  force 
encamped,  as  has  probably  contributed  to  deter  the 
enemy  from  any  attempt  against  the  capital  of  the 
state. 

Whilst  on  this  subject,  I  may  be  permitted  to  re- 
mark, that  the  various  and  important  duties  incumbent 
on  the  executive,  which  can  only  be  discharged  at  the 
seat  of  government,  where  the  records  and  state  seals 
are  kept,  will  not  allow  of  his  absence  for  long  periods 
without  great  public  inconvenience.  It  is  therefore 
to  be  avoided.  The  exposure  to  invasion  of  the  eastern 
and  western  sections  of  Pennsylvania,  requires  for 
their  defence,  that  the  earliest  and  most  correct  infor- 
mation of  the  situation  of  those  parts  of  the  state 
should  be  promptly  conveyed  to  the  executive  by  per- 
sons, in  whose  talents,  integrity  and  devotion  to  the 
support  of  the  government  of  the  state  and  United 
States,  in  all  their  lawful  and  constitutional  measures, 
he  can  fully  confide.  I  suggest  the  utility  of  author- 
izing a  commission  of  such  persons  as  well  for  the 
above  specified  purpose  as  for  that  of  confidentially 
communicating  and  co-operating  with  the  U.  States' 
commanding  general  of  the  district.  The  sanction  of 
legislative  authority  would  give  respectability  to  such 
a  body,  and  their  being  appointed  by  and  responsible 
to  the  government,  would  ensure  more  confidence  and 
be  less  liable  to  distrust  or  suspicion  than  an  irregular 
or  unauthorized  association. 

The  militia  of  this  state,  now  and  lately  in  the  field 
under  requisitions  from  the  President  of  the  U.  States, 
turned  out  at  their  country's  call  with  a  prompitude 
which  reflects  upon  them  signal  honor.  It  was  parti- 
cularly gratifying  to  observe,  that  when  danger  was 
impending,  many  volunteer  companies  were  formed, 
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uniformed  and  officered  in  compliance  with  an  invita 
tion  contained  in  general  orders  of  the  27tli  of  August 
last.  These  corps,  composed  of  the  most  respectable 
citizens,  repaired  with  a  laudable  zeal  to  Philadelphia, 
then  considered  in  iminent  danger;  they  were  there 
organized  into  battalions  and  regiments,  and  officered, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  our  militia  law.  It  is 
much  to  be  regretted  that  any  portion  of  such  com- 
panies, animated  by  honorable  motives  and  intentions, 
and  received  into  the  United  States'  service  under  a 
special  guarantee  of  the  rights  and  privileges  secured 
to  them  hj  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  should  have  their 
ardor  damped,  their  harmoney  destroyed  and  their 
officers  treated  with  disrespect,  arrested  and  arraigned. 
It  would  be  in  vain  to  seek  for  any  honorable  or  public 
spirited  incentive  to  a  proceeding,  which,  while  it 
wounds  the  just  pride  of  men  of  worth  and  courage,  it 
essentially  injures  the  public  service. 

It  would  be  culpable,  while  thus  doing  justice  to  the 
merits  of  the  militia  of  one  section  of  the  state,  were  1 
to  omit  stating  to  the  legislature,  the  high  sense  I 
entertain  of  the  patriotism  and  courage  of  those  gen- 
erous militia,  who,  without  order  or  invitation,  flew  to 
arms  and  of  their  own  good  will,  marched  to  Baltimore, 
and  had  the  honor  to  aid  in  repelling  the  enemy.  Such 
devotion  to  the  public  weal,  if  universal,  would  soon 
compel  the  enemy  to  abandon  the  system  of  marauding 
and  depredating,  upon  which  he  has  so  uniformly  acted. 
While  we  acknowledge  the  high  desert  of  those,  who 
marched  to  the  defence  of  the  sea  board,  let  us  not  be 
unmindful  of  the  brave  Pennsylvania  militia,  who,  at 
the  battles  of  Chippewa  and  Bridgewater,  gloriously 
redeemed  the  honor,  which  had  been  compromited  on 
the  shores  of  the  Niagara.  This  regiment,  having 
faithfully  performed  its  tour  of  duty,  was  honoured  by 
the  thanks  of  the  commanding  general.  They  deserve 
well  of  their  state  and  their  country. 
54— vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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Although  the  laudable  enterprize  and  euaulation  of 
our  fellow  citizens  has  hitherto,  in  great  measure,  sup- 
plied the  many  defects  of  our  militia  law,  yet  so  numer- 
ous and  obvious  are  its  imperfections,  that  to  appor- 
tion, equally  upon  all,  the  burthens  caused  by  the  war, 
an  entire  revision  of  the  system  is  indispensable.  One 
of  its  sections,  commanding  militia  officers,  of  certain 
grades,  to  communicate  to  the  legislature  the  defects 
they  may  discover,  and  a  persuasion  that  much  infor- 
mation has  been  collected  in  the  summer,  by  gentle- 
men of  the  legislature,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  detail 
the  errors  and  contradictions  of  the  law.  I  will,  how- 
ever, take  occasion  to  remark,  that  there  is  in  Pennsyl- 
vania an  over  proportion  of  cavalry.  It  is  ascertained, 
that  for  service  they  are  not  in  demand,  except  as  vi- 
dettes.  None  have  been  required  by  the  general  gov- 
ernment. It  follows  that  a  horseman  and  an  exempt 
are,  in  our  militia  law,  almost  synonimous.  I  recom- 
mend that  rifle  and  artillery  corps  be  promoted  and 
cherished:  they  are  believed  to  be  the  best  defence  of 
our  country;  and  it  is  presumed  that  experience  has 
demonstrated  that  our  sharp-shooters  and  gunners  are 
equal  to  any  in  the  world. 

Uniform  certainly  produces  a  most  valuable  effect  in 
our  militia,  as  it  never  fails  to  excite  a  portion  of  sol- 
dierly pride.  When  well  appointed  volunteer  corps 
and  non-uniformed  militia  companies  are  encamped 
together,  or  meet  on  parade,  the  one  is  apt  to  feel  envy 
and  the  other  to  shew  contempt.  These  and  other  con- 
siderations induce  me  to  suggest  the  uniforming  of 
the  militia  at  the  public  expense,  when  called  into 
actual  service.  The  expense  of  a  cheap  uniform,  and 
a  provision  for  the  family  of  the  poor  man,  who  en- 
dangers health  and  life,  without  any  other  stake  in  the 
public  cause  than  his  personal,  political  and  religious 
liberty,  would  be  a  tax  which  should  be  willingly  paid 
by  th^  opulent.     If  this  scheme  be  deemed  ineligible; 
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I  suggest,  that  the  promise  of  the  state  to  defray  the 
price  of  the  uniform,  to  every  man  who  performs  faith- 
fully a  full  tour  of  duty,  would  probably  be  inducement, 
sufficiently  strong,  for  the  6iilitia  to  uniform  them- 
selves. 

That  a  well  organized  and  well  disciplined  militia  is 
the  truest  safe-guard  of  the  republic,  I  am  firmly  con- 
vinced; yet  when  we  are  at  war  with  a  vigilant  and 
veteran  enemy,  who,  with  his  numerous  fleets,  com- 
mands our  bays  and  rivers,  by  facility  of  transporta- 
tion, excites  constant  alarms,  and  makes  necessary  the 
stationing  of  forces  at  all  exposed  places;  when  we 
take  into  consideration  the  great  sacrifices  made  by 
individuals,  and  the  injury  to  the  state  by  the  interrup- 
tion of  the  labor  of  farmers,  mechanics  and  manufac- 
turers, that  is  occasioned  by  frequent  calls  upon  the 
militia;  when  the  enormous  expense  caused  thereby, 
and  the  time  lost  in  marching  them  from  distant  places 
and  in  training  them  for  service,  are  also  considered, 
I  cannot  but  deem  it  my  duty  to  recommend  the  rais- 
ing, immediately,  a  few  regiments,  to  serve  during  the 
war,  for  the  defence  of  the  state.  Such  a  permanent, 
well  disciplined  force,  supported  and  reinforced  as  oc- 
sion  might  require  by  drafted  or  volunteer  militia, 
would  prove  economical,  preserve  many  valuable  lives, 
preveAt  individual  distress  and  public  loss,  and  add 
much  to  the  security  of  the  country.  I  would  call  your 
attention  to  the  establishment  of  a  medical  depart- 
ment as  essential  to  the  health  of  the  troops;  and 
will  take  occasion  also  to  remark,  that  the  duties  im- 
posed on  the  adjutant  general  are  so  important,  various 
and  diffuse,  that  it  is  impossible,  particularly  in  a  state 
of  war,  for  any  individual  to  perform  them. 

Amongst  the  munitions  of  war  provided  for  our  mili- 
tia, of  which  a  detailed  account  will  be  furnished  in  the 
adjutant  general's  report,  will  be  found  tents  sufficient 
tb  cover  more  than  seventeen  thousand  men;  and  a 
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large  quantity  of  other  camp  equipments.  A  thousand 
rifles  have  been  received  out  of  the  United  States'  ar- 
senal and  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  and 
three  hundred  and  sixty  new  ones  have  been  purchased. 
These  arms,  with  nearly  eight  thousand  muskets,  re- 
ceived from  the  United  States  as  part  of  the  quota  of 
Pennsylvania,  under  an  act  of  Congress  for  arming  the 
whole  militia,  added  to  the  state  arms  repaired  and  re- 
pairing, and  a  respectable  park  of  artillery,  will  arm 
a  force  suflScient,  under  providence,  to  repel  any  army 
the  enemy  may  land.  There  is  now  in  the  state  ar- 
senal, in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  much  valuable  pro- 
perty. The  discharge  of  the  militia  now  and  lately  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  will  considerably  in- 
crease it.  The  care  of  the  arsenal  ought  to  be  confided 
to  some  person  of  known  integrity,  who  might  also  su- 
perintend the  safe  keeping  and  repairing  of  the  public 
arms. 

Some  disbursements  may  have  been  made  not  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  last  legislature;  such  as  the  pur- 
chase of  blankets  and  warm  clothing  for  those  of  our 
volunteers  and  militia,  who  left  home  in  the  summer 
and  were  to  continue  in  the  field  in  very  severe  weather, 
and  had  not  the  means  nor  the  opportunities  to  provide 
for  themselves.  These  articles  were  tendered  for  so 
much  as  they  cost,  and  so  accepted  by  the  receiver  on 
account  of  his  pay;  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  men 
could  only  by  such  a  measure  be  secured.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  this  act  and  an  advance  of  money  to 
contractors,  to  furnish  provisions  for  our  troops,  hastily 
collected  for  the  defence  of  Philadelphia  and  the  shores 
of  the  Delaware,  will  meet  the  approbation  of  an  en- 
lightened legislature.  As  many,  if  not  all  of  the  men, 
furnished  with  blankets  and  clothing,  are  poor  and 
have  families  to  maintain  by  their  daily  labor,  it  would 
be  an  act  of  kindness,  if  not  of  justice,  to  relieve  them 
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from  tlie  condition  on  which  those  articles  were  fur- 
nished. The  sum  expended  amounts  not  to  more  than 
^11,624.63. 

Under  a  law  passed  the  25th  February  last,  a  loan 
was  obtained  from  the  Philadelphia  bank  of  |100,000, 
before  the  rising  of  the  last  legislature  to  replenish  the 
treasury,  which  had  been  exhausted  by  the  extraor- 
dinary expences  at  Erie  and  by  the  purchase  of  muni- 
tions of  war  there  and  elsewhere.  The  receipts  of  the 
commonwealth,  however,  proving  adequate  on  the  9th 
of  August  last  to  a  repayment,  and  deeming  the  anti- 
cipated receipts  as  sufficient  to  meet  any  probable  de- 
mands on  the  treasury,  I  ordered  a  repayment  of  the 
loan,  connecting  with  the  act  the  expression  of  a  wish, 
that  the  bank,  if  required,  would  again  aid  the  govern- 
ment. In  the  autumn  an  application  was  made,  and 
that  institution,  very  honorably,  at  the  rate  of  interest 
prescribed  in  its  charter,  re-loaned  to  the  state  |100,- 
000.  The  hostile  attitude  maintained  by  our  enemy  on 
our  sea-board,  and  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  general 
government,  required  the  application  of  the  resources 
of  the  commonwealth,  to  provide  the  necessary  means 
of  defence.  Heavy  expenses  were  necessarily  incur- 
red, which,  together  with  large  demands  lately  made, 
under  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  improvement 
of  the  state,"  made  additional  loans  necessary:  a  gen- 
eral account  of  which  and  of  other  matters,  relative  to 
the  financial  concerns  of  the  state,  reported  to  me,  ac- 
companies this  communication.  This,  and  a  more  de- 
tailed account,  hereafter  to  be  exhibited,  embracing 
also  the  accounts  of  the  adjutant  general  and  his 
deputies,  and  of  payments  made  to  Pennsylvania  mili- 
tia in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  will  be  such  an 
exhibition  of  our  finances,  as  will  satisfactorily  show 
the  necessity  of  the  loans,  and  the  faithful  and  econo- 
mical appropriation  of  the  public  monies,  and  induce 
the  legislature  to  adopt  measures  for  replenishing  the 
public  treasury,  and  providing  against  the  want  of 
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future  loans.     It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  our  re 
sources  are  abundant  and  untouched. 

Heretofore,  to  express  my  opinion  against  an  in 
crease  of  banking  institutions,  has  been  a  painful  duty. 
That  bank  paper  has  been  too  much  multiplied,  is  now 
generally  admitted;  but,  inasmuch  as  it  exists  under 
the  guarantee  of  legislative  acts,  and  as  much  of  the 
property  of  the  state  as  w^ell  as  of  individuals  is  in- 
volved, it  is  incumbent  to  protect  the  banks  so  far  as 
justice  and  the  constitution  will  permit.  By  the  pur- 
chase of  British  government  bills  and  British  goods 
smuggled  into  our  country  and  through  other  means 
adopted  by  enemy  partizans,  such  immense  sums  of 
gold  and  silver  have  been  drawn  from  the  banks  of  the 
middle  and  southern  states  to  the  eastward  and  thence 
into  the  coffers  of  the  enemy,  as  has  made  it  necessary 
for  most  of  our  banks  to  stop  specie  payments.  This 
precautionary  measure  I  have  learned  has  produced  a 
threat  of  a  suit  at  law  being  commenced  against  one  of 
the  banks.  Should  this  be  realized  and  judgment  and 
execution  follow,  the  presumption  is,  that  a  similar 
fate  awaits  the  other  banks;  thus  the  whole  system 
would  become  shaken,  and  the  state  and  individual  be 
seriously  embarrassed.  Fully  aware  of  the  delicacy  of 
this  subject  yet  satisfied  that  it  demands  legislative 
interference,  I  submit  it  to  your  judgments  to  make 
such  provision  as  the  interest  of  the  commonwealth  and 
the  w^elfare  of  the  community  require. 

Although  multifarious  and  interesting  subjects  aris- 
ing out  of  the  peculiar  situation  of  our  country  will 
occupy  much  of  your  attention,  it  is  hoped  the  import- 
ance of  education  and  diffusion  of  knowledge,  the  en 
couragement  and  fostering  of  manufactures,  as  the 
principal  mean  to  perpetuate  the  real  and  practical 
independence  of  our  country,  will  have  a  share  of  your 
deliberations,  as  will  also  the  report  of  the  attorney 
general  on  the  subject  of  criminal  jurisprudence. 
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The  suppression  of  that  baleful  and  demoralizing 
practice,  horse-racing,  and  its  concomitant  vice,  gamb- 
ling; the  regulation  and  equalization  of  tavern  licen- 
ses; certain  suggestions  relative  as  well  to  the  sale  of 
unseated  lands  for  taxes,  as  to  the  arbitration  system; 
to  the  frequent  setting  aside  verdicts  of  juries;  to  lar- 
cenies committed  without  the  state;  to  the  inefficiency 
of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus;  to  the  frequent  petitions 
for  pardon,  urging  the  want  of  employment  for  convicts 
as  the  ground  for  the  application;  to  the  want  of  a 
court  of  revision  in  capital  cases,  are  subjects,  some  of 
them,  if  not  all,  of  much  interest,  which  in  a  communi- 
cation dated  the  10th  December,  1813, 1  had  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  last  legislature,  but  from 
the  great  press  of  more  important  business  it  is  pre- 
sumed were  passed  over.  I  beg  leave  to  submit  them 
again,  and  for  motive  and  object  to  refer  the  legisla- 
ture to  that  communication. 

At  a  period  so  eventful  as  the  present,  it  cannot  too 
often  be  inculcated  that  the  integrity,  freedom  and 
happiness  of  our  country  imminently  depends  on  the 
energy  and  wisdom  of  those  who  administer  the  na- 
tional government,  and  the  confidence  which  the 
people  shall  manifest  in  them  as  well  as  in  the  support 
which  that  government  receives  from  the  several  states 
composing  the  union.  In  proportion  as  these  truths 
are  felt  and  acknowledged,  will  be  the  regret  you  will 
feel,  as  citizens  and  legislators,  at  the  undisguised  hos- 
tility which  is  manifested  in  the  eastern  section  of  the 
union,  against  the  measures  adopted  or  proposed  for 
the  preservation  of  our  rights,  national  and  individual ; 
rights  which  the  God  of  nature  has  bountifully  be- 
stowed upon  us,  and  the  enjoyment  of  which  is  insepa- 
rable from  our  existence  as  an  independent  nation. 
This  conduct  is  the  more  justly  offensive,  inasmuch 
as  the  ground  taken  for  hostility  is  produced  by  those 
opponents  of  the  government  who  withhold  as  much 
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as  in  them  lies,  men,  money,  credit,  confidence  and 
affection,  in  a  word,  all  means  vigorously  to  conduct 
the  war  and  honorably  attain  peace.  These  men  no 
longer  in  private  whisper  their  schemes,  but  in  public 
legislative  debate  and  acts,  avow  their  intention  to 
sever  the  union.  These  are  events  deeply  to  be  de- 
plored by  every  friend  to  freedom  and  humanity,  as 
preludes  to  a  civil  war,  the  most  unprofitable,  disas- 
trous and  sanguinary  of  all  conflicts.  However  we 
may  regret  or  disapprove  of  such  unnatural  and  unjus- 
tifiable dispositions  and  deportment,  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  legislate  or  act  upon  them;  if  we  were,  I  am 
sure  the  constituted  authorities  and  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania would  unitedly  rally  round  the  standard  of 
the  union  and  put  down  the  machinations  of  all  dis- 
organizers,  and  execute  the  laws  upon  all  traitors  who 
should  dare  to  take  up  arms  against  our  happy  union, 
and  set  at  naught  the  constitution,  which  is  hallowed 
by  the  name  of  the  immortal  Washington.  « 

The  situation  of  our  country  is  perilous,  but  by  no 
means  desperate.  Our  cause  is  just,  our  resources 
great,  our  fellow  citizens  brave,  intelligent  and  pa- 
triotic; it  is  only  necessary  that  the  competent  au- 
thority shall  bring  them  into  action,  and  our  country 
will,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  ride  triumphantly 
through  the  storm.  It  will  be  my  pride  and  pleasure 
to  co-operate  with  you  in  every  measure  which  shall 
promise  to  promote  the  happiness  of  our  constituents 
and  our  country. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  December  10,  1814. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Loans  for  the  Use  of 
the  State. 

HAVING  MENTIONED  IN  MY  COMMUNICA- 
tion  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  10th  Inst., 
the  loan  made  to  the  state  on  the  9th  day  of 
March  last  by  the  Philadelphia  bank,  at  5  per  cent, 
interest,  under  an  act  passed  the  25th  day  of  February 
last,  entitled  '^An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to 
negociate  a  loan  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,"  and 
the  repayment  thereof  with  interest  on  the  17th  day 
of  August ;  it  now^  remains  for  me  to  state,  that  in  ad- 
dition to  a  reloan  by  the  said  bank  of  |100,000  made  to 
the  state  on  the  17th  September  last,  adverted  to  also 
in  my  said  communication,  another  loan  was  nego- 
ciated  of  |100,000  with  several  of  the  banks  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  150,000  whereof  was  obtained  on  the  9th  day, 
of  November  from  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania ;  from  the 
Bank  of  North  America  there  was  on  the  same  day  ob- 
tained |25,000,  and  from  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics^ 
bank  was  obtained  |25,000  on  the  22d  day  of  the  same 
month,  on  the  terms  specified  in  the  said  act.  Subse- 
quently the  exigencies  of  the  state  requiring  it,  an  ad- 
ditional loan  of  1100,000  was  ordered  to  be  negociated, 
and  I  am  advised  that  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  has 
agreed  to  loan  |25,000,  and  that  on  the  5th  inst.  that 
sum  was  placed  on  the  books  of  the  institution  to  the 
credit  of  the  state,  and  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  commonwealth.  Others  banks  have 
been  applied  to,  but  in  consequence  of  one  bank  de- 
clining, and  another  bank  offering  a  sum  indefinite  as 
to  the  amount,  the  commonwealth  is  not  at  this  time 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  more  than  |225,000. 

Whatever  may  be  the  result  finally,  shall  be  imme 
diately  communicated  to  the  legislature. 

SIMON  SNYDEK. 

Parrisburg,  December  IB,  1814. 
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Address  to  the  Assembly  on  the  Governor's  Second 
Re-Election. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

AGAIN  HONORED  BY  A  RE-ELECTION  TO  THE 
office  of  chief  magistrate;  again  in  the  presence 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  I  have  re- 
newed my  oaths  of  fealty  to  the  constitution,  and  again, 
in  sincerity,  and  singleness  of  heart,  I  pledge  myself 
ever  to  be  mindful  of  the  rights,  interests  and  happiness 
of  the  people,  who  have  repeatedly  and  in  the  most 
distinguished  manner  reposed  their  highest  confidence 
in  me;  all  the  return  I  can  make,  is,  an  honest  devotion 
of  all  the  faculties  of  my  mind  to  promote  their  wel- 
fare: that  such  devotion  has  been  heretofore  rendered 
and  acceptably  received,  I  have  abundant  reason  to  be 
convinced. 

Having  by  message  communicated  to  the  legislature 
the  state  of  the  commonwealth,  and  suggested  such 
measures  as  have  appeared  to  me  likely  to  promote  the 
general  weal,  I  have  now  no  special  recommendation 
to  offer  to  your  consideration  as  legislators;  yet  such 
are  my  impressions,  and  anxieties,  that  I  should  feel  I 
had  but  half  discharged  the  obligation  of  duty,  were 
I  to  return  from  this  assembly,  without  endeavoring  to 
impress  upon  all  its  members,  and  would  to  God  upon 
all  their  constituents,  the  sacred,  and  at  this  time  in- 
dispensable necessity  of  such  an  union  of  sentiment,  as 
shall  secure  an  union  of  action,  against  our  common 
enemy.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  read  the  resolutions, 
against  the  inadmissible  terms  proposed  by  the  British 
ministers,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
highly  respectable  legislatures  of  the  states  of  New 
York,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  without  feeling 
a  glow  of  patriotic  fervor  and  inward  conviction  that 
such  unanimity  throughout  the  United  States  would 
be  the  surest  guide  to  successful  warfare,  and  the 
surest  pledge  of  an  honorable  and  speedy  peace. 
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The  blood  of  our  brave  troops  has  been  shed  in  vain; 
.vain  are  the  laurels  they  have  won,  and  the  praises  they 
have  received,  if  the  public  voice  be  rent  in  twain  by 
discord,  and  the  public  arm  be  palsied  by  faction;  in 
vain  has  our  flag,  resplendent  with  many  victories,  been 
proudly  displayed  in  every  clime,  and  its  victorious  de- 
fenders been  hailed  as  the  bravest  of  the  brave,  if  their 
countrymen  will  not  emulate  their  virtues,  and  unite 
head,  heart  and  hand  against  the  common  foe.  When 
the  independence  and  integrity  of  our  country  are  at 
stake,  what  American  will  withhold  his  utmost  efforts 
to  redeem  them.  When  the  soil  which  gave  us  birth 
and  covers  the  bones  of  our  fathers  is  trodden  by  the 
feet  of  hostile  men,  who  threaten  to  destroy  and  lay 
waste  our  homes  and  temples  of  worship,  shall  we  hesi- 
tate to  march  to  meet  them  because  we  may  not  have 
approved  of  the  declaration  of  war,  or  because  we  may 
not  approve  of  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  con- 
ducted, or,  because  we  do  not  approve  of  the  men  who 
are  constitutionally  in  authority?  most  certainly  not; 
such  reasoning,  however  satisfactory  to  the  individual 
it  might  influence,  would  have  no  weight  with  the  com- 
munity, and  would  be  but  a  feeble  apology  for  aban- 
doning the  nation  in  time  of  peril  and  danger.  Let  us 
go  forth  united,  and  who  shall  stand  before  our  em- 
battled multitude.  W^hen  we  have  expelled  the  proud 
invaders,  and  conquered  an  honorable  peace,  then  let 
us  settle  our  political  differences,  exact  rigid  accounts 
from  those  in  authority,  and  in  the  usual  constitutional 
regular  manner  let  the  highest  of  our  public  function- 
aries, be  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  and  if 
any  be  found  dishonest  or  incapable,  let  them  be  set 
aside,  and  men  more  worthy  be  appointed  to  fill  their 
stations.  But  let  us  not,  I  beseech  you,  indulge  party 
feelings  at  the  expense  of  principle,  nor  engage  in  party 
animosity  and  fan  a  flame  in  which  the  vital  interests 
Qf  our  country  may  be  consumed.       Upon  you,  mv 


86o  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

friends  and  fellow  citizens,  much,  depends,  your  con- 
duct and  example  will,  as  it  ought,  have  much  influence 
with  your  constituents,  and  will  not  be  viewed  with 
indifference  by  other  states  or  even  by  the  enemy.  If 
I  have  urged  this  subject  with  more  words,  warmth 
or  earnestness  than  you  may  deem  necessary,  impute 
it  to  the  deep  conviction  I  have  of  the  baleful  effects  of 
every  measure  which  represents  us  to  the  enemy  as  a 
divided  people. 

This  is  probably  the  last  time  I  shall  personally  have 
the  honor  to  address  the  General  Assembly  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  I  embrace  it  to  express  the  affectionate 
solicitude  I  feel  for  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  a 
state,  which  has  not  only  bestowed  upon  me,  in  com- 
mon with  my  fellow  citizens,  the  enjoyment  of  so  many 
civil,  religious  and  political  rights,  but  has  also  hon- 
ored and  distinguished  me  so  frequently,  as  to  bind  me 
to  its  interests  by  the  strongest  ties  of  gratitude  and 
esteem.  To  you  gentlemen,  the  representatives  of  this 
state,  I  tender  for  yourselves  and  your  constituents  my 
best  wishes  for  your  happiness;  and  I  offer  up  my  fer- 
vent prayers  to  the  giver  of  all  good,  that  he  will  bless, 
protect  and  defend  you  and  our  country  from  the  ma- 
chinations of  all  enemies  public  and  private. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  December  20,  1814. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  certain  Documents 
and  giving  Notice  of  the  Reappointment  of  Nathan 
B.  Boileau  to  be  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

AGREEABLY    TO    THE   PROVISIONS   OF   THE 
act,  entitled  "An  act  directing  an  enquiry  into 
the  right  and  authority  of  the  Erie  and  Water- 
ford  turnpike  road  company,  to  demand  and  receive 
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tolls,"  passed  28tli  Marcli,  1814,  I  appointed  three  dis 
interested  persons  commissioners  to  view  said  road, 
a  copy  of  the  commsision  to  them,  and  their  report  of 
the  condition  of  said  road  I  herewith  transmit,  which, 
with  the  report  made  under  the  original  act  by  viewers 
appointed  by  my  predecessor  is  all  the  official  informa- 
tion I  possess  respecting  the  same. 

Authentic  copies  of  a  resolution  by  the  last  legisla 
ture  contemplating  the  reduction  of  the  period  for 
senators  to  serve  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
from  six  to  four  years,  have  been  transmitted,  one  to 
each  senator  and  representative  in  congress  from  this 
state,  and  one  to  each  Governor  of  the  other  states, 
with  a  request  that  the  same  might  be  by  them  laid 
before  the  legislature  of  their  respective  states.  The 
Governors  of  the  states  of  Rhode  Island,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Vermont  and  Massachusetts  have  transmitted 
to  me,  the  results  respectively  of  the  submission  of  the 
said  resolution  to  the  legislatures  of  those  states, 
copies  of  which,  and  of  the  letters  accompanying  them 
I  herewith  transmit. 

The  ingenious  Eric  Bollman  of  Philadelphia  has 
written  me  a  letter  describing,  in  some  degree,  the 
properties  of  the  late  discovered  indistructible  metal, 
platina;  suggesting  the  infallibility  of  weights  and 
measures  if  constructed  thereof;  this  important  sub- 
ject having  heretofore  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
legislature,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  you 
copies  of  his  letter,  and  specimens  of  the  ore  and  pla- 
tina in  its  malleable  state,  both  which  accompanied 
his  letter.     A  copy  also  of  my  letter  is  transmitted. 

On  the  29th  March  last  I  received  by  mail  a  law  passed 
by  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  re-enacting  a  law 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  state,  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  an  arti- 
ficial road  by  the  best  and  nearest  route  from  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Lancaster  turnpike  road,  through  the  vil- 
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lage  of  Strasburg  in  Lancaster  county,  to  the  Susque- 
hanna bridge  at  M'Calls  ferry,  and  from  thence  to  the 
city  of  Baltimore;"  which  remains  among  the  rolls  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
is  also  printed  with  the  pamphlet  laws  of  last  session. 
I  have  also  to  inform  the  legislature  that  I  have  re 
appointed  Nathaniel  B.  Boileau,  secretary  of  the  com- 
monwealth. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  December  21,  1814. 


To  the  Assembly  recommending  the  Authorizing  of 
a  loan  from  the  Banlcs  of  a  Sum  equal  to  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  Balances  due  them  from  the  United 
States,  also  the  enactment  of  a  Law  for  the  Punish- 
ment of  those  Encouraging  Disobedience  in  Militia. 

THE  REVOLUTION  WAS  ACHIEVED  BY  OUR 
fathers,  when  the  means  of  prosecuting  war  pos- 
sessed by  the  colonies  collectively,  were  scarcely 
equal  to  the  present  resources  of  our  state,  then  emi- 
nently conspicuous  for  the  aid  she  afforded  in  money, 
donations  in  land,  and  otherwise  to  those  of  her  sons 
who  served  in  the  Pennsylvania  line  during  that  ever 
glorious  contiict.  To  these  monuments  of  patriotism 
we  are  wont  to  appeal  with  laudable  pride,  but  should 
appeal  in  vain,  if  now,  with  the  means  vastly  more 
abundant,  and  those  means  untouched,  we  should  hesi- 
tate to  sustain  and  preserve  the  invaluable  blessings 
we  enjoy,  now  they  are  threatened  to  be  wrested  from 
us  by  that  same  foe  who  could  not  then  prevent  their 
establishment. 

These  considerations,  and  justice  to  our  militia  lately 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  would  dictate  to  a 
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patriotic  legislature  the  authorizing  a  loan  from  the 
several  banks  that  have  been  incorporated  under  the 
act  of  the  21st  March,  1814,  of  a  sum  equal  to  a  pay- 
ment of  the  balances  due  them  from  the  United  States, 
and  the  providing  for  similar,  or  other  occurrences,  that 
may  possibly  arise  from  the  present  embarrassed  state 
of  the  finances  of  that  government. 

I  would  suggest  also,  the  providing  bylaw  for  the 
punishment  by  sentence  of  a  court  martial,  if  the  of- 
fender be  subject  to  militia  duty,  and  summarily  before 
a  civil  tribunal  if  not  so  subject,  of  any  person  that 
shall  in  future  encourage  disobedience  in  militia,  or- 
dered into  service  by  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  this  state. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  January  3,  1815. 


Acceptance  of  a  Loan  to  the  State. 

Harrisburg,  January  10,  1815. 
Sir: 

THE  PRESIDENT,  MANAGERS  AND  COMPANY 
for  erecting  a  bridge  over  the  Susquehanna  river, 
in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  at  or  near  the  town 
of  Columbia,  having  agreed  to  extend  to  the  common- 
wealth a  credit  for  one  year,  for  forty-five  thousand 
dollars,  being  the  last  instalment  due  for  the  states 
subscription  of  shares  in  the  stock  of  the  said  company; 
I  do  by  virtue  of  the  authority  in  me  vested,  by  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  authorising  the  Governor  to  negotiate 
a  loan  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,"  accept  the 
said  sum  on  loan,  and  pledge  the  commonwealth  for  the 
payment  thereof  one  year  after  date,  together  with 
interest  therefor,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum. 

SIMON  SNYDER, 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Wm.  Wright,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Columbia  Bridge  Company. 
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To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  List  of  Taxable  In- 
habitants and  Slaves. 

1HAVE  DIRECTED  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
Commonwealth  to  lay  before  you  a  list  of  the 
taxable  inhabitants  and  slaves  within  this  com- 
monwealth, agreeably  to  an  act  of  assembly  passed 
28th  February  last.  Also,  copies  of  a  communication 
from  the  inspectors  of  the  prison  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, relative  to  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
said  institutions,  as  well  as  regards  prisoners,  convicts, 
&c.,  under  a  resolution  passed  the  twenty-eighth  of 
March,  1814. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  January  18,  1815. 

List  of  taxables  accompanying  said  message. 

Adams  county, 2979 

Allegheny,   5518 

Armstrong, 1454 

Beaver,  2398 

Bedford,  3351 

Berks, 7390 

Bradford,   1493 

Bucks,  7066 

Butler, 1491 

Cambria, 521 

Centre  and  M'Kean, 1765 

Chester,    8072 

Clearfield, 264 

Columbia, 3349 

Crawford,  1184 

Cumberland,    5971 

Dauphin, 3348 

Delaware, 2661 

Erie, 858 

Fayette, 4579 
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Franklin, 4331 

Greene,  2412 

Huntingdon, 3502 

Indiana, 1363 

Jefferson  county, 35 

Lancaster,    11346 

Lebanon, 2696 

Lehigh,   2902 

Luzerne,   2379 

Lycoming, 1858 

Mercer,   1734 

Mifflin, 3063 

Montgomery, 6221 

Northampton,   4523 

Northumberland,    1687 

Philadelphia  city, 9383 

Philadelphia  county, 10486 

Schuylkill,    1614 

Somerset,  2191 

Susquehanna, 1242 

Tioga, 199 

Union,  2772 

Venango  and  Warren, 656 

Washington,    6780 

Wayne,  551 

Westmoreland,   5370 

York 6772 


163,780 
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Proclamation  declaring  the  Election  of  Representa- 
tives of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United  States  Con- 
gress— 1815. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided  in  and  by  an  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  representatives  of  the 
people  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,"  passed  the  twentieth  day  of  March  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor having  received  the  returns  of  the  election  held 
in  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall 
declare  by  proclamation  the  name  or  names  of  the 
person  or  persons  to  him  returned  as  duly  elected  in 
each  respective  district.  And  Whereas,  it  appears 
from  the  returns  of  the  general  election  held  on  Tues- 
day the  eleventh  day  of  October  last,  in  and  for  the 
several  districts  hereinafter  mentioned,  that  the  fol- 
lowing named  persons  were  duly  elected  to  serve  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next,  vizt. : 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
and  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware,  Jona- 
than Williams,  Joseph  Hopkinson,  William  Milnor 
and  Thomas  Smith.  In  the  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Montgomery  and  Chester,  Dr.  John  Hahn 
and  William  Darlington.  In  the  district  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Lancaster,  Dauphin  and  Lebanon,  John 
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Whiteside  and  Amos  Ellmaker.  In  the  district  com^ 
posed  of  the  county  of  York,  Hugh  Glasgow.  In  the 
district  composed  of  the  couuties  of  Cumberland, 
Franklin  and  Adams,  William  Maclay  and  Dr.  William 
Crawford.  In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Bucks,  Northampton,  Wayne,  Lehigh  and  Pike,  John 
Ross  and  Samuel  D.  Ingham.  In  the  district  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Berks  and  Schuylkill,  Joseph  Heis- 
ter.  In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Bed- 
ford, Somerset  and  Cambria,  William  Piper.  In  the 
district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Mifflin,  Hunting- 
don, Centre,  Clearfield  and  McKean,  David  Bard.  In 
the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Northumber- 
land, Union,  Columbia,  Luzerne,  Bradford,  Susque- 
hanna, Lycoming,  Tioga  and  Potter,  William  Wilson 
and  Jared  Irwin.  In  the  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  W^estmoreland,  Indiana,  Jefferson,  and 
Armstrong,  W^illiam  Findley.  In  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  county  of  Washington,  Aaron  Lyle.  In 
the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Fayette  and 
Greene,  Isaac  Griffin.  In  the  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Allegheny  and  Butler,  John  Woods.  In 
the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Beaver,  Mer- 
cer, Crawford,  Venango,  Erie  and  Warren,  Thomas 
Wilson. 

Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Jonathan 
Williams,  Joseph  Hopkinson,  William  Milnor,  Thomas 
Smith,  Dr.  John  Hahn,  William  Darlington,  John 
Whiteside,  Amos  Ellmaker,  Hugh  Glasgow,  William 
Maclay,  Dr.  William  Crawford,  John  Ross,  Samuel 
D.  Ingham,  Joseph  Heister,  William  Piper,  David 
Bard,  William  Wilson,  Jared  Irwin,  William  Findley, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Isaac  Griffin,  John  Woods,  and  Thomas 
Wilson  are  duly  elected  and  chosen  as  Representatives 
of  the  people  of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  two  years, 
to  commence  from  and  after  the  fourth  of  March  next. 


868  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  eighth  day  of  February  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty-ninth. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  Letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  announcing  the  conclusion  of  a 
Treaty  of  Peace  with  Great  Britain. 

GRATEFUL  FOR  THE  BLESSING,  I  HASTEN  TO 
la^^  before  you  copies  of  a  letter  from  the  secre- 
tary at  war,  received  by  express  late  last  even- 
ing, announcing  that  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  British 
government  honorable  to  our  nation,  was  concluded  at 
Ghent,  on  the  24th  of  December  last. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  February  17,  1815. 
Circular. 
Department  of  War,  Feb.  14,  1815. 
Sir — It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  have  to  in- 
form you  that  a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  at  Ghent,  on  the 
24th  of  December  last;  a  copy  of  this  treaty  was  re- 
ceived to  day  by  Mr.  Carroll;  has  been  examined  by 
the  president,  and  it  will,  I  am  persuaded,  be  ratified, 
as  its  conditions  are  honorable  to  our  country;  I  lose 
no  time  in  communicating  to  your  excellency  an  event 
of  such  high  importance  to  the  nation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  respect,  your  ob't.  serv't, 

[Signed]     James  Monroe. 
His  Excellency  Simon  Snyder,  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
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To  the  Assembly  Representing  the  Insecure  State  of 
Certain  PubHc  Property  at  Erie  and  recommending 
its  Removal. 

1LAY  BEFORE  YOU  COPIES  OF  A  LETTER 
from  brigade  inspector  William  Clark,  of  the  2d 
brigade,  16th  division  of  militia,  representing  the 
insecure  state  of  the  arms,  ammunition  and  other  pub- 
lic property  remaining  at  Erie  arising  from  the  want 
of  a  suitable  building  wherein  to  store  the  same. 
Waterford  not  being  so  imminently  exposed  to  a  pre- 
datory enemy,  I  would  suggest  the  removal  of  the  said 
property  to  that  place,  and  the  securing  it  in  a  build- 
ing called  a  block  house  there  erected  by  the  United 
States  on  ground  belonging  to  this  state,  for  years 
past  unoccupied,  which  at  a  comparatively  small  ex- 
pense I  am  informed  might  be  fitted  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  such  part  of  it  as  is  of  a  permanent  nature,  such 
as  is  not  and  iron  hollow  ware,  and  other  articles  not 
calculated  for  camp  service  ought  to  be  sold.  On  the 
public  ground  in  this  place  remains  a  quantity  of  build- 
ing timber,  now  in  a  perishing  state,  and  other  mate- 
rials with  which  at  little  expense  could  be  erected  a 
building  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  arms,  tents  and 
other  camp  equipments  at  York  town  which  I  am  in- 
formed remain  in  a  building  the  tenure  of  which  is 
neither  permanent  nor  is  the  public  property  therein 
secure. 

I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before  you  also  copies  of 
resolutions  by  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  pro- 
posing amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  a  letter  from  the  executive  of  that  state 
covering  the  said  resolutions. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisbiirg,  February  21,  1815. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents. 

1LAY  BEFORE  YOU,  AS  WELL  COPIES  OF  THE 
disapprobation  by  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  of 
certain  amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  proposed  by  the  legislatures  of  the 
states  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  as  copies  also 
of  a  resolution  by  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  disap- 
proving of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  this  state,  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  for  reducing  the  period  of  service  of  senators 
in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  from  six  to  four 
years,  with  copies  also  of  the  letters  from  the  Gover- 
nors of  the  said  states,  covering  the  said  respective 
proceedings. 

Through  col.  Binns  one  of  my  aids,  I  have  had  pre- 
sented to  captain  Decatur  and  lieutenant  Biddle  of  the 
navy,  the  swords  voted  them  by  a  late  legislature,  as 
testimonials  of  their  patriotism  and  distinguished 
bravery.  I  must  urge  as  an  apology  for  this  late  com- 
munication on  that  subject,  the  accidental  mislaying 
of  part  of  the  correspondence,  it  is  now  laid  before  the 
legislature  with  the  more  pleasure,  from  the  convic- 
tion that  to  the  valorous  achievements  of  our  naval, 
military  and  militia  heroes  we  are  indebted  for  all  the 
advantages  which  must  arise  out  of  a  war,  pre-emi- 
nently distinguished  by  deeds  of  courage  and  conduct, 
which  have  impresse'd  the  world  and  ourselves  with  a 
higher  value  for  our  national  character,  and  happily 
terminated  in  peace. 

After  repeated  application  had  been  made  to  those 
who  were  likely  to  possess  the  information,  for  a  list 
of  the  Pennsylvania  militia  w^ho  gallantly  volunteered 
and  assisted  to  capture  the  enemy's  fleet  on  Lake  Erie, 
it  has  at  length  been  obtained. 

The  sinking  of  the  dies  and  other  work  connected 
with  the  carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  of  the  legis- 
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lature  of  last  session,  has  hitherto  prevented  the  com- 
pletion of  the  medals  ordered  to  be  presented  to  cap- 
tain Perry,  his  officers  and  our  volunteers;  these  are 
however  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  as  to  justify  the 
expectation  that  they  will  speedily  be  finished. 

A  conviction  that  the  adoption  of  some  measures  to 
save  from  destruction  much  valuable  public  property, 
induced  the  communication  of  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  adjutant  general,  representing  the  arms  and 
camp  equipments  remaining  at  York  town,  to  be  in  an 
insecure  and  perishing  state. 

By  yesterdays  mail  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New  Jersey,  acknowledging  the  receipt  from 
me  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  this 
state  on  21st  ult.,  protesting  against  the  erection  of  a 
dam  in  the  river  Delaware,  under  a  late  law  of  New 
Jersey;  a  suggestion  by  the  Governor  of  that  state, 
for  the  consideration  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, induces  me  without  delay,  to  lay  before  you  copies 
of  his  letter.  I  add  also,  copies  of  my  letter  to  him, 
which  covered  this  resolution. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  March  4,  1815. 


To  Erick  Bollman  concerning  the  newly  discovered 
Metal,  Platina. 

Harrisburg,  20th  March,  1814. 
Sir: 

1  SHOULD  WITH  MUCH  PLEASURE  AND  WITH 
promptness  have  made  the  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write,  under  the  date  of  the  18th  inst., 
and  the  accompanying  specimens  of  the  newly  discov- 
ered indestructible  metal,  platina,  the  subject  of  a  com- 
munication to  the  legislature;  but  the  lateness  of  the 
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session  and  consequent  great  press  of  business  pre- 
cluding the  hope  of  a  due  consideration,  for  the  inter- 
esting subject  of  your  communication,  I  have  thought 
it  the  preferable  course  to  keep  it  over  to  the  next 
session  of  the  General  Assembly,  when  it  shall  receive 
that  attention  from  me,  and  I  doubt  not  from  the  legis- 
lature also,  which  its  importance  demands. 

Be  assured  of  my  sincere  regard, 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Erick  Bollman. 


To  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur  and  Lieutenant 
James  Biddle,  transmitting  Resolutions  appreciat- 
ive of  their  distinguished  Services  to  their  country, 
also  transmitting  swords,  both  in  behalf  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  Pennsylvania. 

Harrisburg,  February  11,  1814. 
Sir: 

I  HAVE  THE  HONOR  AND  SATISFACTION  TO 
enclose  a  copy  of  a  preamble  and  resolution  by 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  adopted  with  an 
unanimity  and  cordiality  which  are  the  surest  evi- 
dences of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  their  constitu- 
ents, of  the  eminent  services  you  have  rendered  your 
country.  The  language  of  the  preamble  so  fully  ex- 
press the  general  feeling  and  opinion,  that  nothing 
is  left  for  me  to  add,  other  than  that  I  entirely  concur 
in  those  feelings  and  opinions,  and  feel  proud,  that  in 
the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  the  legislature 
have  imposed  one  so  gratifying  as  that  of  presenting 
you  the  sword  which  will  be  herewith  delivered  by  col. 
John  Binns  my  aid. 

Should  future  opportunities  present  themselves,  I 
doubt  not  your  distinguished  skill  and  gallantry  will 
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call  for  fresli  honors  and  rewards,  which  will  cheerfully 
be  paid  by  a  grateful  country. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  present  good  wishes  and 
respects. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  New 

London. 

A  similar  letter  was  sent  to  lieut.  James  Biddle. 

United  States  Frigate  United  States, 

March  26,  1814. 
Sir — I  have  been  honored  with  the  receipt  of  your 
excellency's  communication  of  the  11th  ult.,  covering 
the  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  through  the  hands  of  col.  Binns;  as 
also,  the  sword  in  conformity  with  said  resolve. 

Permit  me  to  assure  your  excellency  that  this  hon- 
orable testimony  of  the  approbation  of  my  native  state, 
is  appreciated  by  me  most  highly;  and  I  beg  you  to 
accept  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  graitfying  senti- 
ments you  have  been  pleased  to  express  towards  me. 
With  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Most  respectfully,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     Stephen  Decatur. 
His   Excellency   Simon   Snyder,  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

U.  States  Ship  Hornet, 
New  London,  March  26, 1814. 
Sir — I  this  day  had  the  honor  to  receive  through  col. 
Binns,  your  excellency's  letter  of  the  11th  ult.,  together 
with  the  sword  prepared  for  me  by  your  excellency,  in 
conformity  with  a  resolve  of  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  distinguished  honor  con- 
ferred upon  me  by  my  native  state,  and  I  pray  your  ex- 
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cellency  to  accept  my  best  acknowledgements  for  the 
very  flattering  expressions  contained  in  your  commci- 
nication  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  great  consideration  and  respect, 
Your  excellency's  most  ob't  serv't, 

[Signed]     J.  Biddle. 
His  Excellency  Simon  Snyder,  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Philadelphia,  April  1, 1814. 
Sir — I  have  just  returned  from  New  London,  whither 
I  went  to  execute  the  orders  you  had  been  pleased  to 
give  me  respecting  commodore  Decatur  and  lieut.  Jas. 
Biddle.  The  letters  of  those  gallant  officers,  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose,  will  manifest  how  highly 
they  appreciate  the  honors  done  them.  The  swords, 
&c.,  were  presented  on  the  day  their  letters  bear  date. 
It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  I  was  at  all  times,  and 
upon  every  occasion  while  at  New  London,  treated  with 
all  the  respect  and  attention,  to  which,  as  your  aid,  I 
was  entitled,and  with  all  the  cordiality  which  my  own 
feelings  could  desire,  not  only  by  commodore  Decatur 
and  capt.  Biddle,  but  by  every  officer  of  the  squadron. 
I  am,  sir, 

Kespectfully  yours, 

[Signed]     John  Binns. 
Simon  Snyder,  Esq.,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


To  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  transmitting  a  Reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
Harrisburg,  February  21,  1815. 
Sir: 

1  TRANSMIT  TO  YOUR  EXCELLENCY  A  COPY 
of  a  resolution,  this  day  adopted  by  the  legislature 
of  this  state;  its  importance  and  the  peculiar  deli- 
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cacj  of  its  nature  will,  I  trust,  procure  it  due  consid- 
eration.    Permit  me  to  add,  my  desire  to  that  of  the 
body  from  which  it  emanated,  that  it  be  with  the  least 
possible  delay  laid  before  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  great  respect. 
Your  excellency's  obedient  serv't, 

SIMOi^  SNYDER. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey. 

New  Jersey. 

Trenton,  February  27,  1815. 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  excellency's  letter  of  the  21st  inst.  with  the  re- 
solve of  the  legislature  of  your  state  of  the  same  date 
therewith  transmitted;  as  the  subject  matter  of  your 
communication,  from  its  delicate  nature,  calls  for  im- 
mediate attention,  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  legisla- 
ture of  this  state  adjourned  before  it  was  received, 
and  also  that  it  is  not  expected  to  be  in  session  before 
October  next. 

Whatever  may  be  the  effect  of  the  law  complained 
of,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  legislature  of  New 
Jersey  never  intended  to  violate  their  agreement  made 
with  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania;  while  the 
bill  was  under  discussion,  witnesses  were  examined 
at  the  bar  of  the  house  of  assembly,  in  the  presence  of 
both  houses,  as  to  the  effect  it  would  have  on  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  Delaware;  this  examination  ter- 
minated in  a  conviction  that  the  wing  dam  in  question 
would  not  injure  the  navigation  of  the  river. 

Entertaining  an  apprehension  that  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  have  not  been  fully  and  correctly  in- 
formed of  all  the  circumstances  in  respect  to  the  object 
and  effect  of  this  law,  and  desirous  of  continuing  the 
harmony  of  two  states,  connected  together,  as  well  by 
the  ties  of  interest,  as  the  obligations  of  honor,  I  take 
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the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  your  excellency  for  the 
consideration  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
propriety  of  appointing  a  commissioner  to  view  the 
situation  of  the  river  and  the  adjacent  country,  on 
which  the  law  complained  of  is  intended  to  operate; 
although  a  similar  appointment  cannot  be  made  on 
the  part  of  New  Jersey,  the  legislature  not  being  in 
session,  yet  on  notice,  I  will  myself  readily  meet  your 
commissioner,  and  afford  him  all  the  information  in 
my  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
With  great  respect. 

Your  excellency's  obedient  serv't, 

[Signed]     William  S.  Penning! ijD 
His  Excellency  Simon  Snyder,  Esq. 


Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
Philip  Winebiddle,  of  Allegheny  county,  charged 
with  the  Murder  of  his  Negro  man. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By  SIMON  SNY- 
'DER,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 


I 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I  have  received  Authentic  information 
that  some  time  last  winter  a  certain  negro  man,  be- 
longing to  Philip  Winebiddle,  late  of  the  county  of 
Allegheny,  in  this  Commonwealth,  was  found  dead; 
and  that  by  a  coroner's  inquest  held  on  the  body  of  the 
said  Negro,  it  appeared  that  the  deceased  came  to  his 
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death  by  beating,  and  other  cruel  treatment  inflicted 
on  him  by  the  said  Philip  Wlnebiddle,  his  master,  who 
has  since  fled  from  justice,  and  refuses  to  surrender 
himself,  and  abide  his  trial  for  the  said  offense.  And 
whereas,  the  reputation  of  the  Government,  the  peace 
and  security  of  its  Citizens,  and  the  obligations  of  Jus- 
tice and  humanity  require,  that  the  perpetrators  of  an 
offense  so  heinous  should  be  brought  to  speedy  and 
condign  punishment:  I  have  therefore  thought  it 
proper  to  issue  this  proclamation  hereby  offering  a 
rew  ard  of  two  hundred  dollars  to  any  person  or  persons 
who  shall  apprehend  and  secure  within  any  jail  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  said  Philip  Winebiddle,  if  brought 
to  trial  and  conviction  of  the  said  offense.  And  all 
Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  Coroners,  Constables  and 
other  Officers  within  this  Commonwealth,  according 
to  the  duties  of  their  respective  Stations,  are  hereby 
required  and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vigilant  in 
enquiring  after  and  bringing  to  justice  the  perpetra- 
tor of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  twentieth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  for- 
tieth. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'v. 
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Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
Thomas  Vanderslice,  Jun'r,  charged  with  murder- 
ing a  Certain  Nathaniel  Reed  in  Chester  county. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder.     ' 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.      By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

"Whereas,  I  have  received  authentic  information  that 
on  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  day  of  the  present 
month,  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  three  of  the 
clock,  a  certain  Nathaniel  Reed,  late  of  the  township 
of  Tredyffrin,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  was  mali- 
ciously and  cruelly  assaulted  and  murdered  by  one 
Thomas  Vanderslice,  Junior,  at  the  Inn  kept  by  a  cer- 
tain Frederick  Hollman  near  the  sixteenth  milestone 
on  the  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  turnpike  road: 
And  Whereas,  the  reputation  of  the  Government,  the 
peace  and  security  of  its  Citizens,  and  the  obligations 
of  justice  and  humanity  require,  that  the  perpetrator 
of  an  offense  so  heinous  should  be  brought  to  apeedy 
and  condign  punishment:  I  have  therefore  thought 
it  proper  to  issue  this  proclamation,  iereby  offering  a 
reward  of  two  hundred  dollars  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons who  shall  apprehend  and  secure  within  a  jail  of 
this  Commonwealth  the  said  Thomas  Vanderslice, 
Junior,  if  brought  to  trial  and  conviction  of  the  said 
offence.  And  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  Coroners, 
Constables,  and  other  Officers  within  this  Cojnmon- 
wealth,  according  to  the  duties  of  their  respective 
stations,  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  be  at- 
tentive and  diligent  in  enquiring  after  and  bringing  td 
justiclB,  the  perpetrator  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 
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Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  nineteenth  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fortieth. 

By  the  Governor. 

James  Trimble,  Deputy  Sec'y. 


Proclamation  declaring  the  Election  of  John  Ser- 
geant, James  Wallace  and  Thomas  Burnside  as 
Representatives  of  this  State  in  Congress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.      By  SIMON  SNY- 
DEB,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

''Whereas,  by  returns  duly  made  by  the  Judges  of 
special  elections,  held  in  the  first  district,  composed  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  counties  of  Philadel- 
phia and  Delaware;  in  the  third  district,  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Lancaster,  Dauphin  and  Lebanon;  and 
in  the  ninth  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Mifflin,  Huntingdon,  Centre,  Clearfield  and  McKean, 
in  this  Commonwealth,  on  Tuesday  the  tenth  day  of 
the  present  month,  in  pursuance  of  writs  issued  by 
me  on  the  eighth  day  of  September  last,  under  the 
authority  of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed 
the  eighteenth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  five,  it  appears  that  John  Ser- 
geant, James  Wallace,  and  Thomas  Burnside  were 
duly  eliE?t5ted  to  serve  as  Representatives  of  this  State 
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in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
to  supply  the  vacancies  occasioned  in  the  first  and 
ninth  districts,  by  the  death  of  Jonathan  Williams  and 
David  Bard,  and  in  the  third  district,  by  Amos  Ell- 
maker's  acceptance  of  the  appointment  as  President 
and  Judge  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  within  the 
twelfth  judicial  district  of  this  Commonwealth:  And 
Wherefore,  in  and  by  one  other  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  passed  the  twentieth  day  of  March  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  it  is  pro- 
vided, that  the  Governor,  having  received  the  returns 
of  such  election,  shall  declare  by  proclamation,  the 
name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons  to  him  re- 
turned as  duly  elected  in  each  respective  district: 
Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation  hereby 
publishing  and  declaring,  that  the  said  John  Sergeant, 
James  Wallace,. and  Thomas  Burnside  are  duly  elected 
and  chosen  as  Representatives  of  this  State,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  remainder  of  the  term  for  which  the  said  Jonathan 
Williams,  Amos  Ellmaker  and  David  Bard  were  elected 
to  serve. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburgh,  this  twenty-seventh  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
fortieth. 

By  the  Governor. 

James  Trimble,  Deputy  Sec'y. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly — 1815. 

AT   NO    PERIOD    OF   OUR   EXISTENCE    AS   A 
nation  has  our  character  stood  so  deservedly 
high  and  our  prospects  been  so  bright  as  at 
present.     Single  handed  we  have  waged  a  glorious 
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war  against  a  nation  of  all  others  most  able  and  willing 
to  cripple  our  commerce,  annihilate  our  navy,  and  dry 
up  the  sources  of  our  independence  and  happiness. 
An  honorable  peace  has  brought  with  it  an  abundant 
commerce,  which  will  enable  our  government  to  meet 
all  demands  and  provide  for  all  probable  future  wants. 
The  navy,  which  in  our  contest  with  Great  Bi^itain  was 
the  first  and  the  last  portion  of  public  force  which 
covered  itself  with  glory,  and  the  nation  as  with  a 
shield,  has,  within  a  few  months,  carried  our  fame 
into  other  nations,  and  conquered  another  enemy. 
After  liberating  our  capitve  fellow  citizens,  it  dictated 
the  terms  of  peace.  The  Barbarian  pirates,  that  for 
centuries  have  plundered  and  extorted  tribute  from 
all  Europe,  have  been  humbled  by  the  youngest  nation 
of  the  earth.  The  crescent  of  the  east  has  been 
eclipsed  by  the  rising  star  of  the  west,  and  we  should 
be  more  or  less  than  men,  if  these  repeated  gallant 
achievements  of  our  countrymen  at  home  and  abroad, 
did  not  make  us  proud  of  the  name  of  Americans;  a 
pride  which  it  is  honorable  to  cherish,  and  which  I 
trust  will  be  cherished,  until  every  man  who  is  entitled 
to  the  appellation  will  feel  so  much  of  its  dignity  as  to 
make  it  a  respectable  passport  throughout  the  world. 
Since  the  meeting  of  the  last  legislature,  events  the 
most  important,  extraordinary  and  unexpected  have 
agitated  and  convulsed  Europe.  An  individual,  at- 
tended by  a  body  guard,  confiding  in  the  affection  of 
the  people  and  the  devotion  of  the  army,  landed  on  the 
shores  of  France.  His  name,  the  herald  of  his  glory, 
was  hailed  with  acclamations;  he  rode  as  in  a  trium- 
phal car  to  the  capitol;  not  an  arm  nor  a  voice  was 
raised  against  him,  and  he  was  in  a  few  days  seated 
on  the  throne  which  a  Bourbon  had  hastily  abdicated. 
The  sovereigns  of  Europe  combined  against  the  man 
whom  a  nation  had  welcomed.  They  poured  their 
armies  upon  France  like  a  mighty  torrent,  and  a  single 
50— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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but  sanguinary  battle  decided  the  fate  of  that  king- 
dom, and  hurled  from  his  throne  that  man  whose 
genius  and  talents  had  caused  kings  and  empires  to 
forget  their  hatred  and  unite  against  this  mighty  one 
as  the  common  enemy  of  all.  The  allied  armies  en- 
tered France,  and  compelled  her  to  drink  deep  of  the 
cup  of  which  she  had  made  others  taste.  France,  the 
first  and  most  faithful  ally  of  the  United  States,  is 
devastated  and  dismembered  by  foreign  arms,  while 
those  of  her  own  children,  instead  of  being  turned 
against  the  invaders,  are  employed  in  destroying  each 
other.  United,  they  would  have  stemmed  the  tide  of 
invasion  and  turned  back  the  waters  of  bitterness  upon 
those  who  are  now  consuming  their 'means  of  subsis- 
tence, violating  the  dearest  objects  of  their  love,  and 
turning  them  from  their  homes,  hungry  and  houseless. 
As  human  beings  we  must  feel  for  our  fellow  men,  nor 
can  we  help  feeling  acutely  for  the  sorrows  and  suffer- 
ings of  those  who  stood  firmly  with  us  in  our  day  of 
adversity,  who  with  their  arms  assisted  to  raise,  and 
with  their  blood  to  cement,  the  glorious  temple  which 
we  raised  to  independence.  Shall  those  awful  dispen- 
sations of  Divine  Providence  pass  before  us  without 
out  being  deeply  impressed  with  the  baleful  conse- 
quences of  being  a  divided  people?  We  must  unite 
upon  national  ground;  we  must  cherish  a  national 
spirit  and  become  an  united  people  against  all  foreign 
foes;  or  (which  God  forbid)  the  day  may  come  when 
we,  like  the  people  of  France,  in  sackcloth  and  ashes 
may  weep  over  the  ruins  of  our  unhappy  and  dismem- 
bered country.  The  page  of  history  is  full  of  the  most 
impressive  lessons,  but  if  any  one  truth  be  more  re- 
peatedly or  impressively  illustrated,  it  is  the  neces- 
sity of  union  amongst  the  people.  Let  us  be  wise,  and 
profit  by  the  experience  of  ages.  In  our  late  war  we 
had  too  much  of  contention,  too  much  of  division,  but. 
Heaven  be  praised,  with  all  our  embarrassments  and 
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all  our  draw-backs,  a  just  and  glorious  war  has  been 
terminated  by  an  honorable  ijeace.  Long  may  the 
peace  continue;  long  may  the  nation  repose  in  honor 
and  safety  on  the  laurels  with  which  our  faithful  mili- 
tia, our  brave  army,  and  gallant  navy  have  profusely 
strewed  the  land,  the  ocean  and  the  lakes.  The  best 
way  to  preserve  peace  is  to  be  prepared  for  war.  Wo 
live  in  an  eventful  age,  and  duty  requires  prudent 
perparations  to  meet  those  dangers  which  jealousy, 
hatred  and  envy  may  engender.  The  late  war  has 
done  more  to  secure  the  permanence  of  our  republican 
institutions  and  to  establish  for  us  a  character  abroad, 
than  its  most  zealous  advocates  and  almost  sanguine 
friends  could  Iiave  hoped.  It  has  shewn  us  our 
strength  and  our  weaknesses,  and  we  owe  it  to  our- 
selves, our  posterity  and  mankind,  to  profit  by  the 
knowledge  thus  acquired. 

During  the  late  war  the  soil  of  this  commonwealth 
was  never  trodden  by  an  hostile  foot,  yet  it  had  at  one 
time  a  greater  number  of  militia  and  volunteers  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  than  were  at  any  time 
in  the  field  from  any  other  state  in  the  union.  Our 
militia  and  volunteers  were  actually  engaged  with  the 
enemy  in  Canada,  on  lake  Erie,  at  Baltimore  and  else- 
where, and  stood  ready  to  repel  him  from  the  states  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey.  These  are  proud  facts 
for  Pennsylvania,  and  I  could  not  deny  myself  the 
gratification  of  placing  them,  without  comment,  be- 
fore our  fellow-citizens;  not,  however,  without  cher- 
ishing the  hope  that  they  may  stimulate  to  such  legis- 
lative provisions  as  shall  make  the  militia  the  best 
and  safest,  as  it  always  must  be  the  surest,  instrument 
for  the  support  of  national  independence  and  the  pre- 
servation of  internal  tranquility. 

Experience  has  shewn  the  futility  of  the  idea  of  con- 
verting every  man  into  a  soldier.     An  efficient  defence 
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must  in  my  judgment  be  sought  in  a  select  militia. 
Such  a  body,  always  organized,  disciplined  and  well 
appointed,  can  on  any  emergency  be  promptly  brought 
into  the  field;  and  so  long  as  freedom  is  appreciated 
and  patriotism  inherited  from  a  brave  ancestry,  we 
shall  never  want  abundant  materials  to  form  such  a 
force.  To  attain  this  desirable  object,  it  would  seem 
only  necessary  to  aid  and  foster  the  spirit  that  ani- 
mates our  youth,  by  granting  immunities  to  those  who 
shall  enrol  themselves  in  select  corps  to  serve  such  a 
period  as  may  be  fixed  by  law,  holding  forth  to  him 
who  honorably  discharges  his  duty,  future  exemption 
from  service,  a  liberal  remuneration  for  the  uniform 
and  accoutrements  furnished  by  him,  and  for  the  time 
he  shall  have  spent  in  acquiring  the  art  of  war.  It 
is  well  observed,  in  the  farewell  address  of  the  great 
and  the  good  Wasliington,  that  "timely  disbursements 
TO  prepare  for  danger,  frequently  prevent  greater  dis- 
bursements to  repel  it."  The  whole  male  population 
between  certain  ages  might  be  held  in  reserve,  en- 
rolled and  mustered  perhaps  once  a  year.  The  quan- 
tity of  labor  which  would  be  performed  by  this  latter 
body  on  those  days  now  spent  in  attempting'  to  teach 
them  the  military  art,  would  be  in  value,  equal  to  the 
expense  which  ought  to  be  incurred  in  organizing  and 
equipping  a  very  considerable  body  of  select  militia. 
I  cannot  dismiss  this  subject  without  declaring  my 
conviction  that  the  late  war  has  manifested  the  pa- 
tience under  privations,  the  military  ardor,  and  innate 
courage  of  our  fellow  citizens.  In  the  south,  where 
difference  of  language,  of  habit,  and  even  of  national 
prejudices,  tended  to  disunite  and  distract,  jet  all 
were,  through  the  delicate  attentions,  sagacity,  firm- 
ness and  super-eminent  qualifications  of  one  of  the 
first  heroes  of  the  age,  made  subservient  to  the  general 
weal,  sources  of  the  most  honorable  emulation  and 
causes  of  the  most  glorious  triumph. 
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Tlie  reports  of  the  brigade  Inspectors,  made  agree- 
ably to  law,  of  the  arms,  ammunition,  military  stores 
and  camp  equipments,  in  their  respective  brigades,  ex- 
hibit much  valuable  property,  some  of  it  in  such  a  state 
as  to  impress  the  legislature  with  the  necessity  of  col- 
lecting it  into  depots  were  it  can  receive  the  attention 
necessary  to  preserve  it  from  destruction.  I  would 
suggest  that  an  arsenal  for  such  purposes  be  built  at 
the  seat  of  government,  and  another  some  where  near 
lake  Erie.  Of  the  rifle,  so  destructive  to  an  enemy  in 
the  hands  of  our  hardy  woodsmen,  there  are  few  the 
property  of  the  state.  I  would  recommend  the  pur- 
chase of  some,  and  an  increase  also  of  field  ordnance. 

The  loan  of  P00,000  directed  by  a  law  of  the  last  leg- 
islature, to  enable  the  United  States  to  pay  the  Penn- 
sylvania militia  and  volunteers  who  had  been  in  ser- 
vice the  last  campaign.  Was  effected  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable. Unfortunately  the  sum  was  not  sufficient  to 
pay  all  who  were  entitled,  and  congress  not  having 
made  any  appropriation  of  monies  for  the  payment  of 
militia,  some  remain  unpaid  even  at  this  late  period. 
If  any  thing  should  prevent  congress  from  promptly 
attending  to  this  subject,  I  would  recommend  an  ad- 
ditional loan  to  enable  government  to  pay  those  meri- 
torious citizens  who  are  yet  unpaid.  Legislative  ex- 
position is  required  of  the  law  giving  additional  pay 
out  of  the  state  treasury-,  to  our  militia  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  It  is  doubted  whether 
the  provision  of  the  law  extends  to  and  embraces  the 
cases  of  those  of  our  militia  who  had  been  ordered  into 
the  service,  but  who  were  arrested  on  their  march  by 
the  order  of  the  secretary  at  war  before  they  arrived 
at  the  place  of  rendezvous. 

A  declaratory  law  appears  necessary  to  prevent  in 
certain  cases  a  deprivation  of  the  elective  franchise. 
The  letter  of  the  constitution  does  not,  as  is  found  in 
practice,  secure  that  invaluable  right  to  all  those  who 
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are  believed  to  be  within  the  spirit  of  its  guarantee. 
It  is  submitted  to  your  consideration  whether,  under 
legislative  provision,  the  qualifications  necessary  to 
exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  may  not  be  more  clearly 
defined  and  better  secured,  than  if  all  cases  of  doubt 
are  left  to  the  decision  of  irresponsible  officers,  whose 
decisions  on  similar  points  are  as  dissimilar,  as  are  the 
feelings,  prejudices  or  opinions  of  the  different  indi- 
viduals who  constitute  the  various  election  tribunals 
throughout  the  state. 

Relieved  from  the  various  and  complicated  duties  in- 
cident to  a  state  of  war,  the  legislature  will  turn  more 
of  their  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  of 
peace  and  the  amelioration  of  such  of  our  laws  as  may 
be  found  to  have  any  unsound  analogy  to  the  severity 
of  European  polity.  First  in  order,  and  first  in  the 
interest  of  humanity,  stands  a  completely  revised 
penal  code.  The  materials  in  the  report  of  the  Attor- 
ney General,  and  reports  and  bills  of  late  legislatures 
on  this  subject,  will  it  is  hoped  be  found  so  ample  as 
to  greatly  lighten  the  labor  of  graduating  a  scale  of 
crimes  and  proportionate  punishments.  A  system  of 
criminal  jurisprudence  which  shall,  as  far  as  human 
laws  can,  shield  persons  and  property  against  outrage 
and  injustice,  and  yet  be  tempered  with  mercy  and 
mildness,  is,  I  am  confident,  expected  by  the  christian 
and  the  philanthropist.  In  the  contemplated  system, 
it  is  hoped,  will  be  introduced  ample  provision  for  the 
suppression  of  vice.  In  addition  to  what  on  this  sub- 
ject is  mentioned  in  a  communication  I  had  the  honor 
to  make  to  a  former  legislature,  dated  December  10th, 
1813,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer,  permit  me  to  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  preventing,  as  well  the  demora- 
lizing practice  of  holding  unauthorized  fairs,  and  of  so 
regulating  those  that  are  authorized,  as  to  prevent 
their  being  scenes  of  dissipation  and  vice,  rather  than 
marts  for  the  purpose  of  sale  and  barter,  as  the  pre- 
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venting  also  the  violation  of  the  law  against  lotteries. 
Its  penalties  are  openly  evaded,  under  the  spacious 
name  of  "distribution  of  property;"  by  this  ingenious 
device,  swindling  is  practiced  to  an  enormous  amount. 
It  would  in  a  great  measure  prevent  or  at  least  tend  to 
lessen  the  evils  of  drunkenness,  if  the  property  of 
habitual  drunkards  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  trus- 
tees, without  whose  consent  debts  subsequently  con- 
tracted by  any  such  mentally  diseased  person,  should 
by  law  be  irrecoverable. 

Frequent  and  serious  reflection  has  confirmed  the 
suggestions  made  in  the  communication  above  alluded 
to,  that  the  results  of  forfeited^  recognizances  in  cases 
of  personal  wrong,  ought  of  right  to  be  applied  to  re- 
munerate the  parties  injured;  also  as  to  the  modifica- 
tion of  the  sums  to  be  paid  for  tavern  licenses:  provi- 
sion to  be  made  to  prevent  the  too  frequent  setting 
aside  the  verdicts  of  juries  (now  become  more  neces- 
sary, when  new  trials  are  ordered  for  reasons  having 
no  bearing  upon  the  merits  of  the  matter  in  contro- 
versy:) respecting  larcenies  committed  without  the 
state:  the  inefficiency  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus: 
the  frequent  applications  for  pardon,  and  the  want  of 
a  court  of  revision  in  capital  cases.  I  beg  leave  to  in- 
troduce to  your  notice  also,  that  it  frequently  occurs 
in  countries  where  the  sitting  of  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  is  limited  to  ^our  days,  that  criminals  cannot 
be  sentenced,  because  a  verdict  of  guilty  is  not  found 
within  that  period.  Imprisonment  to  the  next  term 
is  the  consequence,  costs  are  incurred  and  the  escape 
of  the  criminal  hazarded.  For  remedy,  I  would  recom- 
mend a  continuance  of  that  court  during  the  week  in 
which  it  commenced,  and  a  continuance  so  much  longer 
as  may  be  necessary  to  completely  end  by  verdict  and 
judgment  any  cause  commenced  during  said  week. 
As  it  frequently  happens  that  persons  accused  of  the 
higher  grade  of  ofi'ences  are  not  arrested  and  secured 
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in  time  so  that  a  precept  can  Issue  for  holding  at  the 
next  session  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  I  would  pro- 
pose that  at  a  court  of  quarter  sessions,  the  president 
being  present,  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general 
gaol  delivery  may  be  opened  and  held,  though  no  pre- 
cept for  that  purpose  may  have  been  previously  issued. 
I  would  propose,  also,  that  seduction  be  punished  as 
a  criminal  offence.  The  law  by  which  persons  wrong- 
fully accused  of  crimes  and  misdemeanors  are  com- 
pelled to  pay  the  costs  of  their  own  witnesses,  is  op- 
pressive and  dissimilar  to  the  usage  in  other  cases.  It 
ought  to  be  provided,  that  where  the  return  of  igno- 
ramus is  made  by  a  grand  jury,  or  where  on  trial  a  ver- 
dict of  not  guilty  is  rendered,  and  the  prosecutor  is 
ordered  to  pay  the  costs,  the  juries  shall  respectfully 
determine,  whether  the  defendant's  costs  shall  be 
paid  by  the  prosecutor  or  by  himself.  If  an  indict- 
ment for  a  nuisance  in  a  public  road  or  highway  is  on 
trial  not  sustained,  it  ought  for  obvious  reasons  to  be 
provided,  that  the  prosecutor  shall  not  be  liable  for 
costs,  unless  there  be  evident  malice  and'  want  of  pro- 
bable cause. 

The  object  in  the  contemplation  of  a  late  legislature, 
in  having  reported  by  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
such  parts  of  the  English  statute  law  as  are  of  force  in 
this  state,  is  confidently  anticipated  from  the  present 
general  assembly. 

No  sufficient  reason  presents  itself  to  my  mind,  why 
the  trial  of  issues  in  fact  is  imposed  on  the  judges  of 
the  supreme  court:  so  much  time  is  thereby  consumed, 
as  makes  it  impossible  for  them  to  hold  the  courts  of 
error  twice  a  year.  I  would  suggest  a  provision  for 
the  trial  and  disposal  otherwise  of  such  causes,  and 
an  injunction  that  the  supreme  court  be  held  twice  a 
year  in  each  of  the  several  districts  of  the  state.  That 
an  allowance  by  a  judge  must  be  had  before  a  writ  of 
error  or  of  certiorari  can  issue,  proves  often  derogatory 
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to  personal  liberty.  Those  writs,  because  the  judge 
who  allows  them  has  no  discretion,  might  with  safety 
be  sued  out  from  the  supreme  court  and  courts  of 
common  pleas  respectively,  without  such  allowance, 
and  the  affidavit  required  on  those  issuing  from  the 
latter  court,  might  be  taken  before  the  prothonotary 
or  before  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Arbitrators  it  would 
seem,  agreeablj^  to  a  decision  of  the  supreme  court, 
cannot  non-suit  a  plaintiff.  Should  they  not  possess 
this  power,  so  that  they  may  not  be  required  to  try  a 
cause  where  there  is  no  evidence?  Powers  co-exten- 
sive with  those  of  the  supreme  court  to  reverse  arbitra- 
tion proceedings,  ought  to  be  vested  in  the  courts  of 
common  pleas  which  now  seem  to  be  denied  to  the 
latter.  Under  the  arbitration  law  of  1810,  the  plaintiff 
appealing  gives  bail  for  the  money;  but  the  defendant, 
who  generally  is  under  the  temptation  to  appeal  for 
delay,  is  only  required  to  enter  special  bail.  This  re- 
quires correction.  The  defendant  should  certainly 
not  appeal  with  greater  facility  than  the  plaintiff. 
The  sureties  of  sheriffs  are  now  exonerated  at  the  end 
of  two  years  after  the  office  expires,  a  period  too  short 
for  a  development  of  the  various  transactions  incident 
in  many  counties  to  that  office.  I  would  recommeud 
that  sheriffs'  bonds  hereafter  to  be  taken,  as  respects 
their  sureties,  should  be  in  force  for  five  years  after 
the  expiration  of  the  office.  The  ambiguity  in  the  20th 
section  of  a  law,  passed  24th  of  February,  1729-30,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  within 
the  province  of  Pennsylvania,"  declaring  who  shall  not 
be  elected  sheriff,  has  created  much  difficulty.  I 
would  recommend  the  repeal  of  that  section  and  th(? 
enactment  of  a  law,  amply  guarding  the  citizen  against 
oppression  by  the  officer,  and  defining  clearly  incom- 
patibilities. Sheriffs  omitting  to  return  judicial  writs 
at  or  before  the  day  they  are  returnable,  ought  to  be 
personally  responsible,  unless  it  happened  from  some 
unavoidable  cause. 
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The  people  are  frequently  subject  to  laws  for  months 
before  they  are  promulgated.  This  is  much  com- 
plained of  and  ought  to  be  remedied,  by  directing  that 
laws  of  a  general  nature,  taking  effect  within  six 
months  after  their  passage,  shall  be  published  in  news- 
papers. Decisions  by  courts  of  law  which  regard  acts 
of  assembly,  should  be  represented  to  the  legislature ; 
and  uniforinity  of  decisions  on  similar  points  would 
more  generally  prevail  throughout  the  state,  if  written 
decisions  and  all  others  of  importance  made  and  pro- 
nounced by  courts,  were  reported  and  published. 
These  subjects  being  for  the  most  part  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  justice,  criminal 
and  civil,  will,  I  feel  assured,  engage  your  serious  at- 
tention. 

The  subject  of  manufactures,  from  full  experience 
during  the  restrictive  system  and  the  war,  is  now  so 
well  understood  as  respects  the  practicability  of  ad- 
vantageously carrying  them  on,  as  to  the  kind  of  goods 
which  may  be  made  and  the  quality  and  durability  of 
the  articles  which  have  had  a  fair  experiment  amongst 
us,  that  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  urge  arguments 
in  their  support.  The  general  government,  fully 
aware  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  will  it  is  con- 
fidently hoped,  follow  the  dictates  of  political  wisdom, 
and  protect  our  manufactures  against  injurious  for- 
eign competition  or  combination:  a  contrary  course 
would  protract  the  long  and  anxiously  sought  real  in- 
dependence of  our  country,  and  again  impose  on  us 
a  dependence  almost  colonial.  So  far  as  individual 
state  means  can  aid  national  measures  for  the  promo- 
tion of  this  and  other  desirable  objects,  we  may  con- 
fidently pledge  the  co-operation  of  faithful  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  we  anticipate  will  soon  take  a  conspicuous 
and  permanent  rank  amongst  manufacturing  nations. 

At  no  time  since  the  existence  of  our  government, 
was  the  utility  and  value  of  inland  navigation  more 
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clearly  evinced  than  during  the  late  war.  The  embar- 
rassments, disappointments  and  losses  to  the  govern- 
ment and  to  citizens,  consequent  from  the  want  of 
that  mode  of  intercourse  and  transportations,  for  war- 
like as  well  as  commercial  purposes,  have  been  so 
manifest,  that  further  excitement  than  a  reference  to 
the  example  and  projects  of  our  sister  states  and  other 
nations  is  deemed  to  be  useless.  It  may,  however,  be 
proper  to  add,  that  notwithstanding  appropriations  of 
near  a  million  of  dollars  of  the  public  treasure  during 
a  short  period,  and  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the 
state  during  the  war,  our  resources  are  unimpaired, 
and,  united  with  individual  wealth  and  enterprise,  are 
equal  to  the  accomplishment  of  any  practicable  water 
communication.  I  presume  again  to  invite  your  at- 
tention to  those  two  highly  important  objects:  the  con- 
nection of  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  the  Dela- 
ware, and  those  of  the  Susquehanna  and  Schuylkill. 

On  the  subject  of  education,  I  regret  to  say,  that  of 
the  many  seminaries  throughout  the  state  which  have 
been  aided  by  grants  from  the  legislature,  few  have 
gone  into  operation  on  a  liberal  scale,  and  those  few 
are  unprosperous  for  want  of  sufficient  funds.  This 
state  of  things  is  probably  owing  to  a  too  general  diffu- 
sion of  individual  support  and  public  bounty:  and  such 
would  not  have  been  the  result,  if  endowments  by  the 
legislature  had  been  more  consonant  to  the  constitu- 
tion, which  directs  that  "the  arts  and  sciences  shall 
be  promoted  in  one  or  more  seminaries  of  learning." 
While  on  this  subject  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  say,  that  from 
various  considerations  and  local  causes,  the  injunction, 
that  schools  be  established  throughout  the  state  in 
such  manner  that  the  poor  may  be  taught  gratis,  has 
not  been  carried  into  effect,  to  the  extent  nor  in  the 
liberal  spirit  of  that  instrument. 

It  is  with  high  gratification  I  refer  the  legislature  to 
the  auditor  general's  exposition  of  the  financial  con- 
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cerns  of  the  commoiiwealtli.  So  abundant  has  been 
our  revenue,  that  of  the  debt  of  300,000  dollars,  con- 
tracted under  an  act  passed  the  25th  day  of  February, 
1814,  to  pay  expenses  incident  to  the  war,  there  re- 
mains unextinguished  but  45,000  dollars.  This  bal- 
ance could  now  be  paid,  but  will  not  be  received  before 
it  is  due  agreeably  to  the  contract.  And  we  have  a 
well  grounded  hope  soon  to  extinguish  the  loan  to  the 
state  of  other  300,000  dollars  first  above  alluded  to, 
without  embarrassing  the  treasury,  and  of  meeting 
also  in  due  time  any  unapplied  for  appropriations,  as 
well  as  any  probable  reasonable  expenditure  for  the 
further  improvement  of  the  state,  which  the  prevailing 
spirit  of  liberal  policy  can  dictate  to  a  wise  and  pru- 
dent legislature. 

For  proof  of  how  little  the  just  and  necessary  war 
in  which  the  nation  has  been  engaged  has  obstructed 
the  channels  of  wealth,  and  for  evidence  of  the  con- 
tinued happiness  and  general  prosperity  of  the  state, 
Pennsylvania  exultingly  looks  to  the  many  and  lately 
erected  monuments  of  public  spirit,  amongst  which  are 
seen,  bridges  over  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill,  and 
four  over  the  bold  and  rapid  Susquehanna;  three  of 
them  completed  within  three  years  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  work,  and  the  fourth  at  the  seat  of 
government  rapidly  progressing.  A  bridge  is  also 
building  at  Berwick  over  the  N.  E.  branch  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna. A  turnpike  road  from  Philadelphia  by  way 
of  Reading  to  Sunbury,  is  extending  itself  towards 
Erie,  dividing  the  state  into  two  nearly  equal  triangles. 
Another  turnpike  road  from  Philadelphia  by  w^ay  of 
Lancaster,  is  progressing  along  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  state  towards  Pittsburg,  a  place  which  bids  fair 
to  be  the  great  manufacturing  mart  of  western  Amer- 
ica. A  general  spirit  of  public  and  private  liberality, 
observable  in  every  section  of  the  state — an  unparal- 
elled  progress  of  arts  and  manufactures — vast  and  vai- 
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uable  agricultural  improvements,  abundant  harvests 
and  consequent  increase  of  wealth — these  indisputable 
and  unerring  indications  of  a  prosperous  community, 
are  amongst  the  blessings  which  copiously  flow  from 
a  rational  government  administered  by  the  people's 
agents  for  the  people's  good.  May  we  continue  duly 
to  appreciate  the  inestimable  principles  of  religious, 
civil  and  political  liberty,  and  to  be  duly  grateful  for 
the  favors  lavished  upon  us  by  Him,  who  is  the  giver  of 
all  good. 

I  am  persuaded  that  your  sound  judgments  and  pure 
motives,  aided  by  local  knowledge  and  a  concentration 
of  public  opinion  from  every  part  of  the  state,  wiU 
readily  discern  and  promptly  adopt  those  plans  which 
will  best  promote  the  happiness  and  well  being  of  the 
commonwealth;  and  I  promise  a  cheerful  co-operation 
in  all  measures  tending  to  a  judicious  regulation  oi 
our  finances,  the  equal  distribution  of  justice,  the  pro- 
motion of  useful  knowledge,  and  generally  an  inculca- 
tion and  fostering  of  all  the  virtues  which  constitute 
the  strength  and  can  alone  secure  permanence  to  gov- 
ernments, founded  as  are  our  state  and  national  consti- 
tutions, on  the  equal  rights  of  man. 

SIMOI^  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  Dec.  8,  1815. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  '"'An  Act  for  the  Regulation 
of  the  Militia." 

THE  BILL,  ENTITLED  ^'AN  ACT  FOR  THE  REGU- 
lation  of  the  militia,"  was  presented  for  my  ap- 
probation but  a  few  days  preceding  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  last  legislature.       The  multiplicity  and 
pressure  of  my  official  duties  at  that  period,  particu- 
larly from  bills  previously  and  subsequently  presented. 
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and  many  of  them  requiring  prompt  attention,  pre- 
cluded the  possibility  of  my  then  devoting  the  time  nec- 
essary to  understand  the  principles,  much  less  the 
details,  of  so  important  a  bill.  I  have  since  examined 
with  care  all  its  principles  and  provisions,  and  I  am 
impressed  with  a  conviction,  that  the  interests  of  the 
community  will  be  promoted  and  the  militia  system 
rendered  more  perfect  by  submitting  the  bill  to  the 
consideration  of  the  present  legislature.  I  therefore 
return  it  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  with 
the  following  objections. 

First — Because  the  bill  was  predicated  upon,  and 
has  various  references  to  the  war,  which  existed  at 
the  time  the  bill  was  draughted,  and  during  a  great 
part  of  the  time  it  was  under  consideration;  and  the 
amendments  which  in  some  places  were  adopted  to 
make  the  phraseology  of  the  bill  conform  to  the  peace 
which  had  been  concluded,  have  made  the  sense  and 
intention  of  the  legislature  less  obvious  than  is  de- 
sirable, and  less  clear  and  definite  than  they  would 
have  been,  had  not  the  relations  of  the  nation  changed 
so  materially,  from  the  time  the  bill  was  drawn  to  the 
time  when  it  finally  passed  the  legislature. 

Second — Because  a  law%  which  imposes  extensive 
and  important  duties  and  heavy  penalties  for  their 
non-performance,  ought  to  be  clear  of  ambiguity,  sim- 
ple, and  easily  understood;  whereas  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, from  circumstances  just  alluded  to,  does 
not  carry  with  it  these  essential  characteristics. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  Dec.  6,  1815. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents. 

IN  CONFORMITY  WITH  A  RESOLUTION  OF  THE 
last  legislature,  non-concurring  in  certain  proposi- 
tions by  the  legislatures  of  Connecticut  and  Mas- 
sachusetts,   for    amending    the    constitution    of    the 
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United  States,  I  transmitted  to  each  of  tlie  Senators 
and  Representatives  of  this  state  in  Congress,  a  copy 
thereof;  I  transmitted  also  a  copy  to  the  executive  of 
each  state  in  the  union.  The  governors  of  Ohio  and 
Rhode  Island  have  acknowledged  each  of  them,  the 
receipt  of  my  communication,  and  have  given  assur- 
ances, that  the  subject  shall  be  laid  before  the  legisla- 
tures of  their  respective  states.  Copies  of  their  let- 
ters are  herewith  laid  before  you;  also  of  a  communi- 
cation from  the  governor  of  New  York,  covering  the 
rejection  by  the  legislature  of  that  state,  of  the  said 
proposed  amendments. 

E.  Bollman  has  advised  me  by  letter,  that  he  has 
lately  returned  to  this  country  from  Europe,  that  if 
the  legislature  shall  take  into  consideration  his  pro- 
positions relative  to  weights  and  measures,  communi- 
cated to  the  last  legislature,  he  is  ready  to  act  upon 
the  subject.     I  transmit  a  copy  of  his  letter. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  submit  remarks  upon  our 
present  militia  system,  and  suggestions  for  its  improve- 
ment, made  by  several  militia  officers,  in  conformity 
with  one  of  the  sections  of  the  act  of  the  28th  March, 
1814*. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  Dec.  22,  1815. 


To  the  Assembly  concerning  the  collection  of  Certain 
Court  Martial  Fines. 

I   HAVE  THIS  DAY  APPROVED  AND  SIGNED 
the  following  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
return  them  to  the  houses  in  which  they  respectively 

originated,  viz: 

«•      *      *      **********      *      *      •» 

I  also  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  me,  from 
Nathaniel  W.   Sample,   Jun.,  Esq.,  inspector  of  the 
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2d  brigade,  4th  division,  P.  M.  The  notoriety  of  the 
subject  matter  contained,  precludes  the  necessity  of 
any  remarks  other  than  that  its  importance  may  com- 
mand the  early  attention  of  the  General  Assembly. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  February  20,  1816. 

Strasburg,  February  14,  1816. 
His  Excellency  Simon  Snyder: 

Sir — I  think  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  your  ex- 
cellency, what  has  taken  place  relative  to  the  fines 
assessed  by  the  court  martial  on  the  delinquents  be- 
longing to  the  2d  brigade,  4th  division,  P.  M.  After 
the  decision  of  the  court  had  been  approved  by  your 
excellency,  the  presiding  officers  in  conformity  to  the 
act  of  congress,  made  out  two  certified  lists  of  fines, 
the  one  directed  to  the  marshal  of  the  district,  the 
other  to  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury.  The  deputy 
marshal  for  the  county  of  Lancaster  proceeded  to  col- 
lect the  fines,  in  doing  which,  he  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  levying  by  distress,  the  amount  assessed  by  the 
court  on  ten  of  the  delinquents.  Those  delinquents 
have  brought  an  action  of  trespass  against  the  mem- 
bers of  the  court  martial,  the  judge  advocate,  the 
deputy  marshal  and  the  brigade  inspector;  which  suits 
are  now  pending  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the 
county  of  Lancaster.  Since  the  bringing  of  the  suits, 
the  deputy  marshal  has  suspended  his  proceedings  in 
consequence  of  orders  from  the  marshal,  by  which 
means  the  fines  remain  uncollected. 

Your  excellency  will  perceive  the  importance  of 
having  the  question  immediately  tried,  as  also  the  un- 
pleasant situation  in  which  the  members  of  the  court 
are  placed — compelled  as  they  are  to  defend  suits  for 
acts  done  in  discharge  of  a  public  duty.  Under  the 
impression  that  your  excellency  is  disposed  to  protect 
officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  I  have  thought 
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it  correct  as  brigade  inspector  of  the  2d  brigade,  4tli 
division,  P.  M.  to  make  this  communication. 
Most  respectfully,  I  am, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     Nathl.  W.  Sample,  Jun., 
Inspector,  2d  brigade,  4th  division,  P.  M. 


To  the  Assembly  with  regard  to  Jurisdiction  over 
Property  near  Pittsburg,  Philadelphia  and  Carlisle 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

1HAVE  THIS  DAY  APPROVED  AND  SIGNED 
the  following  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
return  them  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  which 

they  originated,  viz: 

*      *      «      **********      *      *      « 

I  hasten  to  lay  before  you,  as  well  a  letter  from  the 
secretary  at  war,  soliciting  for  the  government  of  the 
United  States  a  cession  of  jurisdiction  over  real  estate 
near  Pittsburg,  purchased  by  that  government  for  the 
erection  thereon  of  buildings  for  the  purposes  of  war. 
with  a  designation  of  the  particular  site  attached 
thereto,  as  a  letter  also  from  Callender  Irvine  com- 
missary general,  written  in  obedience  to  directions 
from  the  department  of  war,  accompanied  by  two 
deeds  to  the  United  States  for  property  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  city  of  Philadelphia — in  which  letter 
he  intimates  an  early  transmission  of  other  deeds  for 
property  near  Carlisle,  all  purchased  for  similar  pur- 
poses. The  importance  of  the  subject,  it  is  presumed, 
will  command  the  es.r\j  attention  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  February  26,  1816. 
57— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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To  the  Assembly  transmitting  a  Resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  concerning  an  inland  Water 
Communication  with  the  Great  Lakes. 

ITS  IMPOKTANCE  WILL,  I  TRUST,  APOLOGIZE 
for  introducing  to  your  notice,  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session,  a  communication  to  me  from  the 
executive  of  Virginia  received  yesterday  evening, 
covering  a  resolution  by  the  legislature  of  that  state, 
relative  to  the  long  desired,  and  to  the  union  all-im- 
portant general  inland  water  communication.  To  the 
cogent  and  convincing  arguments  of  the  Grovernor,  on 
this  obviously  interesting  subject,  I  desire  to  add  a 
hope  that  the  public  feeling  and  opinion  therein,  may 
speedily  be  brought  into  operation,  by  the  production 
in  Pennsylvania  of  one  more  monument  of  generous 
policy,  for  which,  and  her  liberality,  she  is  acknowl- 
edged proudly  pre-eminent;  that  as  an  earnest  of  her 
intentions,  she  will  extend  promptly  a  fostering  hand 
towards  effecting  a  communication  between  the  Sus- 
quehanna and  the  Seneca  lake,  and  progressively  with 
the  great  northern  lakes  and  river  St.  Lawrence,  thus 
facilitating  the  introduction  into  this  state  and  into 
the  Chesapeake,  the  salt,  plaster  of  paris,  and  the 
various  other  productions  of  the  lake  country,  and  the 
transportation  in  to  that  country,  and  farther  north  by 
the  same  channel,  the  coal  and  iron  of  Pennsylvania. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  March  15,  1816. 
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To  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  an  Act  of  As- 
sembly authorizing  the  Governor  to  negociate  a 
Loan  for  paying  the  MiHtia  and  Volunteers  of  the 
States  late  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States. 

Harrisburg,  March  14th,  1815. 
Sir: 

1  ENCLOSE  TO  YOU  A  COPY  OF  AN  ACT  PASSED 
by  the  legislature  of  this  state  at  their  late  ses- 
sion, authorizing  the  Governor  to  negociate  a  loan, 
for  paying  the  militia  and  volunteers  of  this  state  late 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  motive  for 
this  law  is  too  obvious  to  need  any  elucidation.  If  the 
government  of  the  United  States  is  not  prepared  to  pay 
those  troops,  I  shall  be  happy  to  learn  from  you, 
whether  that  government  will  accept  the  loan  from 
Pennsylvania  on  the  terms  and  conditions  prescribed 
in  the  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Secretary  at  War. 

Department  of  War,  24th  March,  1815. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled,  "An  act  authoriz- 
ing the  Governor  to  negociate  a  loan  for  paying  the 
militia  and  volunteers  of  this  state,  late  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,"  passed  the  11th  of  March,  1815. 
This  communication  has  been  submitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent, who  authorizes  me  to  express  his  high  sense  of 
the  uniform  patriotism  and  public  spirit  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  to  accept  the  loan  of  $300,000  (or 
such  part  of  that  sum  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  con- 
templated object,)  at  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  to  be  reimbursed  at  any  time  within  three 


900  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

years,  upon  the  condition  prescribed  in  the  act,  and  to 
give  jou  an  assurance,  that  the  sum  so  loaned  shall  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  militia  and  volunteers 
of  Pennsylvania,  late  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

I  cannot  allow  this  opportunity  to  pass,  without  an 
expression  of  the  personal  gratification,  which,  as 
a  grateful  citizen  of  Pennsylvania,  I  have  derived  from 
contemplating  the  exemplary  conduct  of  the  state,  in 
its  relations  to  the  national  government,  during  your 
administration. 
I  am, 

With  great  consideration  and  respect. 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     A.  J.  Dallas. 
His  Excellency  Simon  Snyder,  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


To  the  Directors  on  Behalf  of  the  State  in  the  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  negociating  for  a  Loan  from  that 
Bank  for  the  Payment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Militia 
and  Volunteers  late  in  the  Service  of  the  United 
Spates. 

Harrisburg,  28th  March,  1815. 
Gentlemen : 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
having  agreed  to  accept  from  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, on  loan  300,000  dollars,  or  such  part  of 
that  sum,  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  the  militia  and 
volunteers  of  the  state  late  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  conditions  and  for  the  purposes  pre- 
scribed in  an  act  passed  by  our  legislature  on  the  11th 
day  of  March,  1815.  It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  ob- 
tain on  loan,  from  any  of  the  incorporated  banks  in 


Simon  Snyder.  901 

Pennsylvania,  a  sum  equal  to  the  contemplated  ob- 
ject. I  am  prompted  by  the  large  interest  the  state 
has  in  the  institution  of  which  you  are  directors  on 
behalf  of  the  commonwealth,  through  you  first  to  ask 
how  much  of  that  sum,  or  whether  the  whole  sum  that 
may  be  necessary  for  the  contemplated  object,  can  be 
obtained  on  loan  from  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
course  of  about  three  weeks,  on  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions prescribed  in  the  said  law,  a  copy  whereof,  as  well 
as  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  at  Wa*.  on  the 
subject,  is  herewith  forwarded. 
With  high  respect, 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Messrs.  John  Binns,  John  Jennings  and  others,  direc- 
tors on  behalf  of  the  state  in  the  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Philadelphia,  April  1st,  1815. 
Dear  Sir — In  consequence  of  your  letter,  received 
on  the  80th  ult.  addressed  to  myself  and  the  other 
directors  on  the  part  of  the  state  in  the  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania, I  waited  the  same  day  on  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury'  of  the  United  States,  to  ascertain  whether 
some  arrangement  could  not  be  made,  so  as  that  the 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania  should  transfer,  to  the  general 
government  such  an  amount  of  treasury  notes  as  a  loan 
from  the  state,  as  would  suffice  to  pay  the  militia  and 
volunteers  of  Pennsylvania,  which  had  been  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States.  My  anxiety  to  make  this 
arrangement  arose  out  of  my  belief,  that  from  the 
heavy  loans  made  by  the  bank  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  large  amount  of  treasury  notes  held  by  the 
bank,  that  the  institution  could  not  make  to  the  state 
the  loan  required.  The  secretary  made  objection  to 
such  an  arrangement,  which  I  was  unable  to  overmle. 
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The  next  day  Messrs.  Connelly,  Gary,  Richards,  Jen- 
nings and  myself,  signed  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
board  of  directors  in  obedience  to  your  instructions, 
which  letter  was  that  day  presented  and  referred  to  a 
committee.  The  state  directors  concurring  with  me 
in  opinion,  that  the  board  will  not  be  able  to  make  the 
loan  required,  suggested  that  I  should  on  their  behalf, 
suggest  to  you,  the  propriety  of  so  extending  your 
authority  to  borrow,  as  to  authorize  them  to  apply  to 
the  other  incorporated  banks,  so  as  among  them  to  be 
able  to  raise  the  sum  wanted  in  the  time  required. 
The  same  ideas  and  opinions  being  stated  at  the  board 
of  directors,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  submit  them  to  your 
consideration,  and  accompany  them  with  the  foregoing 
statement  of  facts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Respectfully  your  Excellency's 
Obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     John  Binns. 
Simon  Snyder,  Esq.,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  author- 
izing them  to  negociate  Loans  from  the  various 
Banks  of  Philadelphia  for  the  payment  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Militia  and  Volunteers  late  in  the  Service 
of  the  United  States. 

Harrisburg,  5th  April,  1815. 
To  John  Binns,  John  Connelly  and  others,  directors  of 
the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania: 

THE     SUGGESTION    THROUGH    MR.     BINNS, 
that  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  should  transfer  to 
the  United  States,  a  sum  of  treasury  notes  as 
would    be    equal    to    the    payment    of    the    Pennsy'- 
variia  militia  and  volunteers  late  in  the  service  of 
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that  government,  and  that  such  transfer  be  considered 
as  a  loan  from  the  state  to  the  United  States,  would 
have  essentially  advanced  the  interest  of  the  com- 
monwealth, which  holds  two-  thirds  of  the  stock  in 
that  institution.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  such  an 
arrangement  could  not  be  acceded  to  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury.  A  report,  that  the  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania had  it  in  contemplation  to  make  a  loan  to  the 
United  States  of  |500,000,  induced  the  application  by 
me  to  that  institution  alone.  But  learning  from  your 
letter  of  the  Jst  April,  which  came  to  hand  yesterday, 
that  the  board  will  not  be  able  to  make  the  loan  re- 
quired, you  and  others,  directors  on  behalf  of  the  state, 
will  therefore  consider  the  authority  in  you  vested,  by 
my  letter  of  the  28th  March,  extended  to,  and  you  will 
now  apply  to  any  and  all  the  incorporated  banks  in 
the  city  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  for  a  loan  or 
loans,  so  as  that  the  object  contemplated  by  the  law 
of  the  11th  March  last,  may  be  attained. 
I  am  very  respectfully, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Philadelphia,  April  24th,  1815. 
Dear  Sir — I  am  at  length  enabled  to  announce  to 
you  the  completion  of  the  loan  of  800,000  dollars,  and  I 
beg  you  to  be  assured,  that  the  commissioners  to  whom 
you  entrusted  this  negociation,  have  been  neither  in- 
active nor  unanxious.  Difficulties  arising  out  of  the 
want  of  a  general  circulating  medium,  and  the  desire 
felt  by  all  the  banks  to  arrange  their  affairs  prepa- 
ratory to  the  resumption  of  specie  payment,  were  to 
be  surmounted  and  others  were  to  be  overcome.  With- 
out detaining  you  to  detail  the  several  steps  taken,  it 
will,  I  presume,  be  sufficient  to  acquaint  you  with  the 
general  result;  such  w^as  the  sentiment  of  the  commis- 
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sioners,  and  they  appointed  me  to  communicate  them 

to  your  excellency. 

The  Bank  of  Philadelphia  agrees  to  take,  . .  |50,000 

North  America, 50,000 

Farmers'  and  Mechanics', 40,000 

Pennsylvania,    30,000 


$170,000 
In  conformity  to  the  act  of  Assembly  passed 
March  11th,  1815. 

The  Mechanics'  Bank  agrees  to  take, |50,000 

Commercial,   40,000 

Schuylkill,  20,000 

Northern  Liberties, 20,000 


1300,000 


In  conformity  to  the  above  act  of  Assembly,  and  the 
sums  they  severally  lend,  to  be  considered  as  lent  in  ac- 
cordance to  the  9th  section  of  the  act  regulating  banks. 
It  was  found  necessary  to  give  them  the  assurance 
that  the  sums  lent  would  be  so  regarded,  before  it  was 
possible  to  procure  the  money.  I  enclose  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Northern  Liberties  bank,  that  you  may  the 
.more  distinctly  understand  the  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir. 
Yours  respectfully, 

[Signed]     John  Binns. 
His  Excellency  Simon  Snyder. 
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To  John  Barclay,  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  North- 
ern Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  accepting  a  Loan  of 
Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  to  the  Commonwealth, 
For  the  Payment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Militia  and 
Volunteers  late  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States. 

Harrisburg,  May  lOth,  1815. 
Sir: 

THE  PKESIDENT  AND  DIRECTORS  OF  THE 
Bank  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  having,  accord- 
ing to  request,  agreed  to  loan  to  the  common- 
wealth the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  I  do  by  vir- 
tue of  the  authority  in  me  vested  by  an  act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  entitled,  "An  act  authorizing  the  Gov- 
ernor to  negociate  a  loan  for  paying  the  militia  and 
volunteers  of  this  state,  late  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,"  passed  the  11th  day  of  March  last,  ac- 
cept of  the  said  loan  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  on  the 
terms  proposed,  which  sum  is  to  be  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  books  of  the  said  institu- 
tion, subject  to  the  draft  of  the  paymaster  general  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  draft  of  any 
other  officer,  that  may  be  by  that  government  author- 
ized to  receive  the  same,  on  the  conditions  prescribed 
in  the  said  act  of  the  General  Assembly.  For  the  re- 
payment whereof,  with  interest,  I  pledge  the  common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 
I  am, 

Very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
To  John  Barclay,  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  North- 
ern Liberties. 

[Similar  letters  were  at  the  same  time  sent  to  the  presidents  of  the 
following  named  banks:  The  bank  of  Pennsylvania  for  thirty  thousand 
dollars— The  Bank  of  North  America  for  fifty  thousand  dollars— The  Phila- 
delphia Bank  for  fifty  thousand  dollars — The  Mechanics'  Bank  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia  for  fifty  thousand  dollars— The  Farmers'  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  for  forty  thousand  dollars — The  Commercial  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania  for  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  Schuylkill  Bank  in  the 
city   of   Philadelphia  for  twenty  thousand  dollars.] 
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To  William  Clark,  Militia  Inspector,  authorizing  the 
Sale  of  certain  named  Militia  Stores. 


Harrisburg,  22d  November,  1815. 


Sir: 


HAVING  TAKEN  INTO  CONSIDERATION  YOUR 
report  to  me  of  the  arms,  camp  equipage  and 
military  stores  in  your  care  remaining,  as  the 
property  of  this  state;  I  do  in  virtue  of  the  authority  in 
me  vested,  in  and  by  an  act,  entitled,  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  preservation  of  arms,  camp  equipage  and 
other  military  property,  belonging  to  this  common- 
wealth," passed  the  13th  day  of  March  last  past,  order 
and  direct  that,  with  all  convenient  speed,  you  proceed 
to  sell  (having  given  reasonable  notice  thereof,)  for  the 
best  prices  that  can  be  obtained,  either  by  private  or 
public  sale,  the  public  stores  consisting  of  the  articles 
following,  viz: 


17000  musket  ball  cartrid- 

43 pots. 

ges, 

3     do.  damaged, 

8000  musket  ball  cartrid- 

20 skillets. 

ges,  damaged, 

4    do.        damaged, 

1200  pounds  of  powder. 

1  griddle. 

300     do.        damaged. 

15  large  iron  kettles. 

60  tin     camp     kettles, 

2  frying  pans. 

damaged. 

8  wooden  buckets. 

25  iron    camp    kettles. 

9  cans. 

damaged. 

90  wooden  dishes, 

40  tin  pans,  damaged. 

100  axes. 

1  gallon  measure. 

280    do.  damaged. 

11  quart          do. 

2    do.  broad. 

4  tin  cups. 

2    do.     do.    damaged. 

6  coffee  pots. 

4  spades. 

14    funnels. 

3     do.     damaged. 

62  bake  kettles. 

13  shovels. 

7         do.        damaged, 

5  iron  wedges. 

77  lids, 

4  grubbing  hoes. 
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6  hammers, 

6  knives. 

3  shingling  hatchets, 

4  forks, 

9  drawing  knives. 

1  pitcher, 

3  adzes, 

1  coffee  mill. 

12  chisels, 

4  bed  robes. 

20  augers. 

10  blankets, 

2  square  rules. 

20  lbs.  of  nails, 

55  gimblets, 

40     do.  of  steel, 

1  spike  draw, 

5  grind  stones. 

7  hand  saws, 

2  frows. 

5  cross  cut  do. 

4  lbs.  coffee,  damaged, 

2  hand  saw  files. 

4  do.  chocolate  do. 

2  cross  cut    do. 

4  do.  loaf  sugar. 

3  log  chains, 

30  boxes  for  cartridges, 

6  pair  steelyards. 

3  padlocks. 

20  pocket  ink  stands. 

3  quart  bottles, 

10  quires  writing  paper, 

1  gallon  do. 

1  trunk  medicine, 

2  pint  measures, 

1  chest        do. 

2  gill        do.. 

10  plates, 

And  having  so  done,  that  you  make  specific  report 
thereof  to  me,  as  also  of  the  state  that  the  remainder 
of  arms,  camp  equipage,  &c.,  shall  be  in,  after  you  shall 
have  made  sale  as  above  directed,  in  order  that  your 
report  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  during  their  next 
session  as  directed  by  the  act,  the  title  of  which  is 
above  recited. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
To  William  Clark,  Esq.,  Inspector  of  the  second  bri- 
gade, sixteenth  division,  Pennsylvania  Militia. 
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General  Order,  directing  the  Sale  of  Mihtary  Stores 
under  an  Act  of  Assembly. 

General  Order. 

Harrisbiirg,  16th  March,  1815. 

AN  ACT  PROVIDING  FOR  THE  PRESERVATION 
of  arms,  camp  equipage  and  other  military  pro- 
perty, passed  by  the  present  legislature,  con- 
taining provisions  and  prescribing  duties  which  require 
your  prompt  attention,  has  induced  this  early  trans- 
mission, for  your  government,  of  the  preceding  copy  of 
that  law,  together  with  my  orders  that  you  proceed 
immediately  to  perform  all  the  duties  therein  enjoined; 
and  that  in  their  discharge,  you  use  due  vigilance,  and 
exercise  all  the  authority  vested  in  you  by  law,  and 
that  you  make  the  requisite  return  of  what  you  shall 
have  done  in  the  premises,  to  me,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  June  next. 

SIMON  SNYDER, 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
N.  B.  Boileau,  Aid-de-camp. 

To  Daniel  Sharp,  inspector  of  the  1st  brigade,  1st 
division,  Pennsylvania  militia. 

Note. — Similar  orders  were  issued  at  the  same  time, 
to  all  the  brigade  inspectors  within  the  commonwealth. 
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Proclamation  declaring  the  Election  of  Representa- 
tives of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United  States  Con- 
gress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  ^imon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
PeDnsylvania.       By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided  in  and  by  an  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  this  Commonw^ealth,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Representatives  of 
the  people  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,"  passed  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  that  the 
Governor  having  received  the  returns  of  the  election 
held  in  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  declare  by  proclamation  the  name  or  names  of 
the  person  or  persons  to  him  returned  as  duly  elected 
in  each  respective  district:  And  Whereas,  it  appears 
from  the  returns  of  the  General  Election  held  on  Tues- 
day, the  eighth  day  of  October  last,  in  and  for  the  sev- 
eral districts  hereinafter  mentioned,  that  the  follow- 
ing named  persons  were  duly  elected  to  serve  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and 
after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  vizt.: 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
and  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware,  Dr. 
Adam  Se^'bert,  William' Auderson,  John  Sergeant,  and 
Joseph  Hopkinson.  In  the  district  composed  of  the 
Counties  of  Chester  and  Montgomery,  Levi  Pawling 
and  Isaac  Darlington.  In  the  district  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Lancaster,  Dauphin  and  Lebanon,  John 
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Whiteside  and  James  Wallace.  In  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  county  of  York,  Jacob  Spangler,  In  the 
district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Cumberland, 
Franklin  and  Adams,  William  Maclay  and  Andrew 
Boden.  In  the  district  composed  of  the  Counties  of 
Bucks,  Northampton,  Wayne,  Lehigh  and  Pike,  John 
Ross  and  Samuel  D.  Ingham.  In  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Berks  and  Schuylkill,  Joseph 
Heister.  In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Bedford,  Somerset  and  Cambria,  Alexander  Ogle.  In 
the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Mifflin,  Hun- 
tingdon, Centre  and  Clearfield,  William  P.  Maclay.  In 
the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Northumber- 
land, Union,  Columbia,  Luzerne,  Bradford,  Susque- 
hanna, Lycoming,  Tioga,  Potter  and  McKean,  William 
Wilson  and  David  Scott.  In  the  district  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Indiana,  Jefferson  and 
Armstrong,  David  Marchand.  In  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  county  of  Washington,  Thomas  Patterson. 
In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Fayette 
and  Greene,  Christian  Tarr.  In  the  district  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Allegheny  and  Butler,  Henry  Bald- 
win. In  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Beaver,  Mercer,  Crawford,  Venango,  Erie  and  Warren, 
Robert  Moore. 

Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation, 
hereby  publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Dr. 
Adam  Seybert,  William  Anderson,  John  Sergeant, 
Joseph  Hopkinson,  Levi  Pawling,  Isaac  Darlington, 
.John  Whiteside,  James  Wallace,  Jacob  Spangler,  Wil- 
liam Maclay,  Andrew  Boden,  John  Ross,  Samuel  D. 
Ingham,  Joseph  Heister,  Alexander  Ogle,  William  P. 
Maclay,  William  Wilson,  Davjd  Scott,  David  March- 
and, Thomas  Patterson,  Christian  Tarr,  Henry  Bald- 
win and  Robert  Moore,  are  duly  elected  and  chosen  as 
Representatives  of  the  people  of  this  State  in  the 
Sbu^  erf  Representatives  of  the  United  States  for  the 
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terra  of  two  years,  to  commence  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  first  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  forty-first. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 


Proclamation  declaring  the  Election  of  William  P, 
Maclay  as  a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
United  States  Congress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  a  return  duly  made  by  the  Judges  of  a 
special  election,  held  in  the  ninth  Congressional  dis- 
trict, composed  of  the  Counties  of  Mifflin,  Huntingdon, 
Centre  and  Clearfield,  in  this  Commonwealth,  on  Tues- 
day, the  eighth  day  of  October  last,  in  pursuance  of 
Writs  issued  by  me  on  Saturday  the  fourteenth  day 
of  September  last  under  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  passed  the  eighteenth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
five,  it  appears  that  William  P.  Maclay,  Esquire,  was 
duly  elected  to  serve  as  a  Representative  of  this  State 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  Thdmas  Biurn- 
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side's  acceptance  of  the  office  of  President  and  Judge 
of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  within  the  eleventh 
judicial  district  of  the  Commonwealth;  And  Whereas, 
in  and  by  one  other  Act  of  the  General  Assembly, 
passed  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  it  is  provided  that 
the  Governor,  having  received  the  returns  of  such 
elections,  shall  declare  by  proclamation  the  name  or 
names  of  the  person  or  persons  to  him  returned  as 
duly  elected  in  each  respective  district:  Now  there- 
fore, I  have  issued  this  proclamation,  hereby  publish- 
ing and  declaring,  that  the  said  William  P.  Maclay  is 
duly  elected  and  chosen  as  a  Kepresentative  of  this 
State  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  for  which  the 
said  Thomas  Burnside  was  elected  to  serve. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  first  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  forty  first. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States — 1816. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonw^ealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Wherfeas,  it  is  provided  in  and  by  an  Act  of  th(? 
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General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  entitled  ^^An 
Act  to  direct  the  manner,  time  and  places  of  holding 
elections  for  Electors  of  a  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  second  day 
of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  two,  that  the  Governor  having  received  the  re- 
turns of  the  Elections  from  the  Sheriff  of  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  respective  Sheriffs  of 
the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  enu- 
merate and  ascertain  the  number  of  votes  given  for 
each  and  every  person  voted  for  as  an  elector  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  thereupon  declare  by  proclamation  the  names  of 
the  person  so  duly  elected  and  chosen:  And  also  that 
he  shall  notify  the  same  to  the  Electors  respectively, 
on  or  before  the  last  Wednesday  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember next  after  such  election :  And  Whereas,  it  ap- 
pears by  the  returns  which  I  have  received  that  Paul 
Cox,  David  Mitchell,  John  Geyer,  Daniel  Bussier,  John 
Conard,  William  Brooke,  Isaac  Anderson,  Mathew 
Robei-ts,  John  Mohlar,  Jorn  Harison,  Jacob  Hostetter, 
John  Rea,  William  Gilliland,  Michael  Fackenthall, 
James  Wilson,  Gabriel  Heister,  James  Meloy,  James 
Banks,  Robert  Clark,  Abriel  Fellows,  David  March- 
and,  Thomas  Patterson,  Joseph  Huston,  Samuel  Scott 
and  James  Alexander  are  the  persons  for  whom  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  were  given  at  the  said  election 
held  on  Friday,  the  first  day  of  November  inst't:  Now 
^therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation  hereby  pub- 
lishing and  declaring  that  the  said  Paul  Cox,  David 
Mitchell,  John  Geyer,  Daniel  Bussier,  John  Conrad, 
William  Brooke,  Isaac  Anderson,  Mathew  Roberts, 
John  Mohler,  John  Harrison,  Jacob  Hostetter,  John 
Rea,  William  Gilliland,  Michael  Fackenthall,  James 
Wilson,  Gabriel  Heister,  James  Meloy,  James  Banks, 
Robert  Clark,  Abiel  Fellows,  David  Marchand,  Thomas 
Patterson,  Joseph  Huston,  Samuel  Scott  and  James 
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Alexander  are  duly  elected  and  chosen  Electors  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
serve  at  the  Election  in  that  behalf  to  be  held  at  the 
seat  of  Government  of  this  State,  being  the  Borough 
of  Harrisburg,  in  the  County  of  Dauphin,  agreeably  to 
the  said  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Common- 
wealth and  the  Acts  of  Congress  in  such  cases  made 
and  provided. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  the  sixteenth  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  forty-first. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 


To  the  Assembly  giving  Notice  that  the  Presidential 
Electors  are  ready  to  perform  their  Duties. 

IN  PURSUANCE  OF  THE  FOURTH  SECTION  OF 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  approved  the  2d  day  of 
February,  1802,  entitled  "An  act  to  direct  the  manner, 
time  and  places  of  holding  elections  for  electors  of  a 
president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,"  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  inform  the  legislature  that  the 
following  gentlemen  have  given  notice  to  me,  that  they 
are  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  ready  to  perform 
the  duties  of  electors  of  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  States,  viz:  Paul  Cox,  David  Mitchell, 
John  Geyer,  Daniel  Bussier,  John  Conard,  William 
Brooke,  Isaac  Anderson,  Matthew  Roberts,  John  Moh- 
ler,  John  Harrison,  Jacob  Hostetter,  William  Gilli- 
land,  Michael  Fackenthall,  James  Wilson,  Gabriel 
Hiestfer,  James  Mtflciy,  James  Banks^  Robert  Clark^ 
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Abiel  Fellows,  David  Marchand,  Thomas  Patterson, 
Joseph  Huston,  Samuel  Scott,  James  Alexander  and 
John  Kea — Being  the  whole  number  authorized  to  be 
chosen  by  this  state. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  December  4,  1816. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly — 1816. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

WE  MEET  TO  FULFIL  OUR  CONSTITUTIONAL 
duties,  under  circumstances  of  happiness  and 
promise  peculiar  to  us  as  a  people.  Peace, 
plenty  and  safety  are  within  our  walls,  and  we  are  in- 
vincible in  the  character  we  have  acquired.  Our  na- 
tion has  just  exhibited  to  the  world  a  scene  of  the  most 
interesting  and  peculiar  kind:  a  chief  magistrate  of  the 
United  States,  to  serve  four  years,  has  been  elected,^ 
and  is  indebted  for  his  elevation  solely  to  his  virtues, 
his  talents  and  patriotism.  Such  an  election  and  such 
an  opportunity  for  a  people  to  reward  a  faithful  pub- 
lic servant,  is  only  presented  under  our  happy  form  of 
government.  May  we  long  enjoy  it,  and  our  children 
and  their  children's  children,  by  fidelity  to  principle, 
singleness  of  heart  and  simplicity  of  manners,  prove 
themselves  worthy  of  those  who  dared  to  proclaim  our 
independence  and  our  rights,  and  those  whose  valor 
and  whose  sufferings  achieved  such  inestimable  bless- 
ings. 

The  interesting  view  which  our  country  presents  in 
its  many  existing  and  progressing  improvements,  and 
in  the  inland  navigation  of  which  our  state  and  ad- 
joining states  are  susceptible,  suggests  to  the  mind 
as  one  of  the  best,  and  eventually  to  Pennsylvania, 
most  profitable  impToVfements,  a  canal  connecting  the 
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lake  waters  in  the  state  of  New  York  with  the  Sus- 
quehanna river.  Independent  of  the  trade  from  that 
state  which  would  thereby  flow  through  our  country 
and  to  our  metropolis,  and  independent  of  its  probably 
issuing  in  a  water  communication  to  the  St.  Lawrence, 
there  would  accrue  numerous  advantages  to  the  inhabi- 
tants on  the  wide  spreading  Susquehanna,  the  Juniata 
and  their  numerous  tributary  streams,  by  securing  to 
them  a  cheap  water  carriage  of  gympsum,  now  an  es- 
sential in  agriculture,  and  for  that  indispensable  neces- 
sary of  life,  salt.  Another  great  advantage  would  be 
the  facility  and  cheapness  with  which  the  iron  of 
Centre,  Huntingdon  and  other  counties  in  Pennsyl- 
vania would  be  transported  to  the  lake  country,  where 
nature  has  denied  that  most  valuable  of  metals.  These 
very  obvious  advantages  to  our  constituents,  will,  I 
flatter  myself,  induce  a  liberal  legislature  to  aid  by  a 
subscription  for  stock,  a  company  authorized  by  a  law 
of  New  York  to  cut  a  canal  from  the  head  of  Senaca 
lake  to  the  Chemung,  a  branch  of  Tioga  which  empties 
into  the  north  east  branch  of  the  Susquehanna.  A 
memorial  on  the  subject  and  a  letter  containing  infor 
mation  which  may  facilitate  inquiry,  I  take  the  liberty 
herewith  to  present. 

That  our  judiciary  system  has  not  attained  that  per- 
fection essential  to  a  prompt  and  faithful  administra- 
tion of  justice,  is  a  truth  generally  acknowledged, 
and  by  many  severely  felt.  I  have,  to  a  former  legisla- 
ture, hazarded  the  opinion  that  the  evils  complained 
of  are  not  so  inherent  in  the  system,  as  they  are  con- 
sequences resulting  from  the  practice  under  it.  By 
the  official  reports  of  the  prothonotaries  of  the  sev- 
eral counties,  it  is  ascertained  that  in  most  of  the 
counties  double,  and  in  some  more  than  four  times  as 
many  suits  at  law,  are  finally  disposed  of  by  arbitra- 
tion, as  are  determined  by  jury  trial.  In  one  of  the 
western  counties  thirty-three  causes  were  finally  dis- 
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posed  of  under  the  arbitration  system  in  one  year,  dur- 
ing which  time  it  does  not  appear  that  one  suit  was 
tried  by  a  jury.  These  facts  incontestibly  prove  that, 
inefficient  as  may  be  our  system  of  jurisprudence,  yet 
it  cannot  with  truth  be  ascribed  to  its  defects  that  in 
Pennsylvania  justice  by  jury  trial  is  not  administered 
^'without  sale,  denial  or  delay."  The  experience  and 
observation  of  a  life,  chiefly  spent  in  public  stations, 
convince  me  that  so  long  as  the  chambers  of  counsel- 
lors are  beset  by  clients,  in  term  time,  frequently  until 
ten  o'clock  in  the  day  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  for 
trial  causes  then  on  the  trial  list,  and  that  in  conse- 
quence of  such  and  other  indulgences  by  the  judges, 
not  more  than  four  or  five  hours  of  the  day  are  devoted 
to  business  in  the  court  room,  and  so  long  as  the  lauda 
ble  practice  of  determining  every  cause  without  ad- 
journment is  not  adopted  by  the  courts  or  enforced  by 
the  legislature,  so  long  shall  we  be  compelled  to  wit 
ness  an  entire  term  taken  up  in  the  trial  of  a  single 
(perhaps)  unimportant  cause;  and  short  sessions  and 
long  adjournments  will  render  a  dead  letter  the  con- 
stitutional injunction  which  has  been  quoted.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  suggestions  made,  on  this  important  sub- 
ject to  the  last  legislature,  is  now  submitted  whether 
some  provision  ought  not  to  be  made  to  guard  against 
the  frauds  and  injustice  too  often  consequent  on  the 
manner  in  which  mortgages  are  given  and  the  length 
of  time  they  are  kept  without  being  put  upon  record, 
to  the  injury  of  innocent  purchasers  and  of  creditors 
who  may  obtain  judgments  subsequent  to  the  execu- 
tion, though  previous  to  the  recording  of  the  mortgage. 
The  practice  of  insolvent  debtors  making  assignments, 
excluding  all  those  of  their  creditors  from  any  share  of 
the  property  of  the  insolvent  who  do  not  agree  to  the 
terms  dictated  in  the  assignment  before  a  given  time, 
is  believed  to  be  pregnant  with  injustice.  Some  legal 
regulation  on  this  subject  is  loudly  called  for. 
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It  is  held  by  some  of  our  courts  of  law,  that  the 
amount  of  a  judgment  obtained  amicably  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  a  sum  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  subsequently  entered  in  the  office  of  the 
prothonotary  agreeably  to,  and  under  a  special  provi- 
sion of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  and  consoli- 
date with  its  supplements,  the  act,  entitled  ^\n  act  for 
the  recovery  of  debts  and  demands  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars,  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  for 
the  election  of  constables  and  for  other  purposes,'  "  can- 
not be  recovered  nor  can  the  judgment  be  revived  by 
any  process  of  the  court  when  the  period  approaches  at 
which  it  would  cease  to  be  a  lien  on  the  real  estate  of 
the  defendant.  Believing  that  under  this  construc- 
tion of  the  law,  the  object  contemplated  by  the  legisla- 
ture is  not  attained,  I  would  recommend  such  an 
amendment  of  the  law^  as  would  make  a  justice's 
judgment,  when  filed  and  entered  according  to  law, 
have  all  the  attributes,  force  and  effect,  and  to  be  pro- 
ceeded upon  as  if  the  judgment  had  been  originally  ob- 
tained before  the  court  of  common  pleas. 

A  knowledge  of  cases  of  hardship  and  cruelty,  indu- 
ces me  to  solicit  legislative  interposition  in  behalf  of 
the  unfortunate  and  unprotected  wife  and  children  of 
the  confirmed  drunkard.  The  demoralizing,  depopu- 
lating, and,  I  regret  to  say,  increasing  vice  of  drunken- 
ness, would,  in  my  judgment,  be  checked  by  a  classifi- 
cation of  taverns,  by  raising  the  price  for  licensing 
such  as  are  useful  and  necessary,  and  by  preventing 
the  granting  of  licenses  to  houses  not  necessary  for  the 
accommodation  of  travellers  or  the  inhabitants  of  the 
vicinage,  and  whose  only  customers  are  the  drunkard 
and  his  vicious  associates.  I  reiterate  with  more  in- 
creased anxiety  the  wish,  that  seduction  be  punished 
as  a  criminal  offence. 

The  frequency  of  oaths,  and  the  levity  with  which 
they  are  commonly  administered  on  occasions  trifling 
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and  unnecessary,  beget  indifference  and  irreverence 
for  the  most  awful  appeal  which  the  creature  can  make 
to  his  Creator.  This  has  not  only  a  most  pernicious 
influence  upon  moials  and  the  order  of  society  gener- 
ally, but  it  causes  the  commission  of  numerous  injuries 
by  perjury.  This  abomination  in  our  land,  it  is  feared, 
will  increase  whilst  oaths  are  uselessly  multiplied, 
and  so  long  as  the  distinction  between  merely  moral 
and  constructively  legal  perjuries  shield  the  perjured 
against  prosecution  and  deserved  punishment. 

Keason,  on  which  our  laws  are  said  to  be  founded, 
has  not  like  vices  and  crimes,  degrees  and  sub-divisions. 
Like  its  Divine  Author,  it  is  an  eternal  and  unchan- 
geable unit.  As  it  is  so  eminently  desirable,  let  us  i}i 
our  polity  as  nearly  as  human  nature  is  capable  of, 
conform  to  this  immutable  divine  law.  Let  us  endea- 
vor to  restore  to  proper  consideration  this  most  solemn 
transaction  between  man  and  his  God.  Would  not  the 
attainment  of  this  important  object  be  promoted  by 
prohibiting  magistrates  from  administering  oaths  in 
cases  neither  authorized  nor  required  by  law,  where 
no  penalty  is  incurred  by  swearing,  however  falsely 
and  wickedly;  and  by  inflicting  the  punishment  of  cor- 
rupt perjury  in  wilful  deviations  from  truth  in  judicial 
investigations  on  matters  even  immaterial  to  the 
issue  tryii^g?  And  might  not  traverse  jurors  at  the 
commencement  of  each  court  (as  is  uniformly  practiced 
with  grand  juries)  be  sworn  generally  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  their  duty  and  the  trial  of  all  issues 
that  should  be  submitted  to  them?  To  diminish  the 
frequency  of  oaths,  will  add  to  their  solemnity  and 
increase  the  weight  of  their  obligation  on  the  con- 
science. Indeed,  such  is  the  baneful  effects  of  the  pre- 
sent prostitution  of  oaths,  that  it  may  merit  considera- 
tion whether  every  citizen,  on  his  first  appearance  be- 
fore a  court  of  civil  or  criminal  jurisprudence,  should 
not  be  sw^orn  generally  to  perform  with  fidelity  during 
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his  residence  in  the  state,  the  several  and  various  du- 
ties that  are  or  may  be  by  law  constitutionally  imposed 
upon  members  of  the  community.  And  to  impress  the 
public  mind  with  the  sancity  of  oaths,  to  purify  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  to  facilitate  judicial  enquiries, 
and  to  remove  a  chief  cause  of  corruption  of  the  morals 
of  the  community,  all  perjuries  committed  with  intent 
to  do  wrong,  ought  promptly  and  severely  to  be  pun- 
ished. 

The  many  laws  which  for  the  furtherance  of  justice 
have  been  passed  by  a  succession  of  legislatures,  con- 
firming in  special  cases  conveyance  made  by  aliens  for 
lands  by  them  sold  to  citizens,  has  suggested  the  idea 
of  removing  generally  by  law  all  disabilities  in  the 
former  proprietor  by  reason  of  alienage,  and  placing 
the  individual  claimant  under  an  alien  on  ground  simi- 
lar to  the  commonwealth  under  the  law  of  escheats. 

This  occasion  is  embraced  to  submit  to  the  legisla- 
ture a  communication  made  to  the  Governor  by  Mr. 
Jeremy  Bentham,  of  London,  on  the  subject  of  public 
law;  which,  though  dated  14th  July,  1814,  was  not 
received  until  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  legis- 
lature. As  this  philanthropic  communication  arose 
out  of  suggestions  of  our  esteemed  fellow-citizen,  Al- 
bert Gallatin,  his  letter  to  the  Governor  and  Mr.  Ben- 
tham's  are  herewith  submitted,  and  also  a  letter  from 
the  Governor,  and  other  papers  connected  with  this 
highly  interesting  subject.  The  legislature  will  de- 
termine whether,  under  the  circumstances  of  our  as  yet 
unconsolidated  systems  of  civil  and  criminal  polity,  we 
can  in  the  prosecution  of  this  important  work  be  bene- 
fitted by  the  labors  of  the  benevolent  Mr.  Bentham. 

Some  of  the  obstacles  that  present  themselves  to  the 
introduction  of  that  system  of  general  education  com- 
manded by  the  constitution,  could  probably  be  ob- 
viated, if  a  mode  were  provided  by  law  as  well  for  lay- 
ing off  the  several  counties  into  convenient  school  dis- 


Simon  Snyder.  921 

tricts,  as  for  ascertaining  also  the  qualifications  of 
school  masters,  and  by  paying  out  of  the  state  treasury 
a  small  salary  to  those  that  are  approved  and  faith- 
fully discharge  their  duties.  This  would  excite  to 
emulation,  command  adequate  talents,  and  exclude 
mere  pretenders  to  the  science  of  teaching. 

Many  and  too  fruitless  have  been  the  efforts  made 
tovy^ards  a  perfect  organization  and  disciplining  of  the 
militia.  I  am  of  opinion,  to  make  it  an  efficient  na- 
tional force,  it  ought  to  be  organized,  armed  and  dis- 
ciplined under  the  authority  of  congress.  The  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  vests  this  right  in  the  legis- 
lature of  the  union,  and  their  exercise  of  it  would  pro- 
bably secure  a  more  energetic  and  certainly  a  more  uni- 
form system,  than  can  be  hoped  from  the  legislatures 
of  the  several  states.  If  I  might  hazard  an  opinion, 
founded  on  some  experience,  I  would  pronounce  our 
present  militia  law  injurious  to  the  service,  from  its 
legislating  too  much.  There  is  in  it  an  unimportant 
minuteness  of  detail,  which  might  with  advantage  be 
left  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  officer.  It  is  also 
very  diffuse,  and  contains  so  many  apparent  contradic- 
tions, inconsistencies  and  clashings  of  authority,  that 
its  various  provisions  can  neither  be  distinctly  em- 
braced, reconciled,  or  carried  into  effect. 

The  attempt  to  convert  every  man,  under  a  certain 
age  into  a  soldier,  is  demonstrably  futile.  The  ambi- 
tion and  military  pride  essential  to  a  soldier,  is  only 
to  be  found  among  the  young  and  the  vigorous;  and 
such  materials  formed  into  select  corps,  well  appointed 
and  equipped,  would  constitute  the  pride  and  strength, 
the  safety  and  glory  of  our  country.  These  corps,  in 
case  of  necessity,  as  was  honorably  demonstrated  by 
our  youth  during  the  late  war,  would  promptly  marcii 
to  meet  the  enemy  at  the  most  exposed  and  distant 
points.  Such  ardour  and  alacrity  is  not  to  be  expected 
froni  men  settled  in  business  and  advanced  in  life. 
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They  have  imposed  upon  them  the  high  and  binding 
obligations  of  husband  and  father.  These  and  their 
pecuniary  transactions  locate  them  to  a  spot  from 
which  they  depart  with  reluctance.  This  description 
of  men  should  be  enrolled,  officered  and  organized, 
and  might  be  called  out  in  classes  or  otherwise,  when 
danger  was  imminent  or  the  select  corps  unequal  to 
the  emergency  of  the  times.  To  muster  this  force  one 
day  in  the  year  would  accomplish  all  the  objects  ever 
likely  to  be  acquired  by  training  the  great  body  of  the 
people.  The  other  days,  now  worse  than  uselessly 
spent  on  parade,  would  be  employed  in  adding  to  the 
wealth  of  the  nation,  and  a  reasonable  commutation 
would  by  the  men  thus  excused  from  militia  duty,  be 
willingly  paid.  The  money  thus  raised  would  go  far 
to  remunerate  the  select  militia  for  the  time  by  them 
necessarily  spent  in  acquiring  the  military  art,  and  in 
meeting  the  expenses  incidental  to  providing  uniform 
clothing,  so  essential  to  inspire  the  soldier  with  respect 
for  himself,  his  comrades  and  the  profession.  Remu- 
neration, and  any  after  exemptions  or  privileges  which 
might  be  deemed  advisable  should  be  appropriated  to 
those  only  who  should  faithfully  perform  their  duties 
as  a  citizen  soldier  for  a  given  time. 

The  health-law  wil  expire  by  its  own  limitation,  in 
March,  1817.  To  its  salutary  provisions  and  the  atten- 
tion to  duty  of  the  board  of  health  and  other  officers 
of  the  establishment,  may,  under  Divine  Providence, 
be  ascribed  the  preservation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
from  pestilential  and  contagious  diseases,  and  all  the 
losses,  miseries  and  afflictions  that  have  heretofore 
been  consequent  on  the  introduction  of  yellow  fever. 
These  considerations  dictate  a  re-enactment  of  the  law, 
if  possible,  in  an  improved  state.  On  this  subject  I 
communicate  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  board  of 
health. 

The  law  establishing  the  district  court  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  will  also  expire  by  its  own 
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limitation  in  March,  1817.  All  the  inducements  which 
caused  a  former  legislature  to  establish  this  court,  are 
believed  to  be  urgent  and  imperative  for  its  continu- 
ance, or  the  establishment  in  that  district  of  some 
other  tribunal  to  assist  in  the  disposal  of  the  multitude 
of  causes  which  necessarily  arise  in  a  populous  and 
wealthy  district. 

A  revision  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Pittsburg,"  is  sug- 
gested, because  doubts  are  entertained  whether  certain 
gentlemen  who  officiate  as  aldermen  of  that  city,  are 
coDstitutionally  vested  with  such  appointments. 

The  law  directing  the  erection  of  arsenals  has  been 
partially  executed.  The  sum  appropriated  was  found 
more  than  sufficient  to  erect  buildings  conformable 
to  the  act  of  assembly.  The  arsenal  at  Harrisburg  is 
nearly  complete.  It  will  contain ,  on  the  ground  floor, 
sixteen  pieces  of  ordnance  mounted  on  their  carriages, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  small  arms,  military  stores 
and  camp  equipage.  The  structure  combines  safety, 
strength,  utility  and  neatness.  A  contract  has  been 
made  for  building  another  arsenal  at  Meadville.  From 
the  want  of  those  materials  which  require  time  to 
prepare,  and  are  essential,  it  cannot  be  completed  be- 
fore next  summer.  I  am  gratified  at  being  able  to 
state  that  I  am  advised  that  the  state  arsenal  in  Phila- 
delphia and  the  ordnance,  small  arms  and  other  state 
property  in  it,  are  in  excellent  order. 

Building  materials  of  the  best  quality  for  the  con- 
templated state  capitol,  have  been  purchased  out  of 
the  appropriation  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  made  for 
that  purpose.  The  report  of  the  finances  of  the  state 
shewing  on  the  30th  day  .of  November  last  an  unex- 
pended balance  in  the  treasury  of  |276,664.18,  presents 
means  adequate  to'  an  immediate  prosecution  of  this 
desirable  and  necessary  work.  Three  plans  for  the 
capitol  have  been  presented,  and  are  herewith  sub- 
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mitted  for  consideration.  Gratifying  as  is  the  exposi- 
tion of  our  finances,  yet  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  last  legislature  appropriated  for  various  useful 
public  improvements,  about  |270,000,  not  much  of 
which  has  yet  been  paid.  An  expectation  however 
is  entertained  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  re- 
mainder will  be  calle(l  for  the  ensuing  spring  and  sum- 
mer. 

In  conformity  to  the  act  directing  the  sale  of  the 
state  house  and  state  house  square  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, a  contract  has  been  made  for  the  sale  thereof 
to  the  corporation  of  said  city  for  certain  purposes 
in  the  said  act  mentioned,  for  a  sum  of  |70,000,  to  be 
paid  into  the  state  treasury  as  the  law  directs.  A 
copy  of  the  contract  and  of  the  correspondence  had 
on  the  subject  is  herewith  laid  before  you. 

An  authentic  copy  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  hospital  at  New  Orleans  and  of  the 
Pennsylvania  hospital,"  was  by  me  transmitted  to  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  who  by  his  letter,  under  date 
of  the  7th  June  last,  has  acknowledged  its  receipt. 
He  has  transmitted  also  extracts  from  the  journal  of 
the  council  of  the  administration  of  that  hospital,  ex- 
pressive of  the  thanks  of  the  council  for  the  generous 
support  afforded  their  institution,  and  of  their  high 
sense  also  of  the  truly  benevolent  and  honorable  mo- 
tives which  influence  the  councils  of  Pennsylvania; 
copies  of  all  which  documents  I  lay  before  you;  like- 
wise of  the  correspondence  between  the  Governors  of 
New  eTersey  and  Pennsylvania,  that  was  consequent 
to  a  protest  by  the  last  legislature  against  the  passage 
and  operation  of  certain  acts' of  the  legislature  of  that 
state,  authorizing  the  erection  of  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  the  river  Delaware. 

The  various  duties  imposed  upon  the  executive  have 
been  duly  performed.  The  sword  directed  to  be  pre- 
sented in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  to  captain 
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Stewart,  will  be  ready  for  presentation  in  a  few  days. 
The  medals  directed  by  the  legislature  to  be  presented 
to  commodore  Perry  and  his  brave  associates  for  the 
splendid  victory  achieved  on  lake  Erie,  would  have 
been  presented  long  before  this  time,  had  not  the 
various  public  services  on  which  the  commodore  has 
been  ordered,  prevented  him  from  furnishing  as  was 
wished  and  expected  a  profile  for  one  side  of  the  medal. 
This  obstacle  it  is  confidently  believed  will  soon  be 
obviated,  and  the  object  of  the  legislature  attained  so 
soon  as  the  artist,  pre-eminent  for  his  talents  and  to 
whom  alone  this  work  could  be  confided,  shall  have 
completed  for  the  United  States  prior  engagements. 

Having,  in  discharge  of  the  obligations  imposed  by 
the  constitution,  given  the  general  assembly  informa- 
tion of  the  state  of  the  commonwealth,  and  recom- 
mended such  measures  as  in  my  judgment  will  pro- 
mote the  general  good;  it  remains  for  me  to  add,  that 
it  will  give  me  the  purest  pleasure  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  the  adoption  of  all  measures  calculated  to  se- 
cure and  perpetuate  the  happiness,  the  rights  and  the 
privileges  of  our  constituents. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  December  5,  1816. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  ''A  Supplement  to  an  Act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burg.'  " 

I    HAVE  READ  THE  BILL,  ENTITLED  "A  Sup- 
plement to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  city  of  Pittsburg,"  presented  for  my  approba- 
tion on  the  28th  ult.  and  upon  mature  consideration  have 
directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  return 
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it  to  tlie  HousjB  of  Representatives  in  which  it  origin- 
ated; with  the  following  objections: 

First — The  office  of  alderman  is  created  by  law^;  the 
officer  is  commissioned  for  the  purpose  defined  in  the 
charter  of  incorporation;  his  authority  is  circumscrib- 
ed by  the  confines  of  the  borough.  It  is  a  matter  of 
great  doubt,  and  merits  the  re-consideration  of  th«} 
legislature,  whether  constitutionally  by  a  law  of  date 
subsequent  to  their  commissions  all  the  authority 
vested  in  justices  of  the  peace,  in  civil  and  criminal 
matters,  can  be  imparted  to,  and  be  exercised  by  such 
aldermen  throughout  the  country  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  jurisdiction  which  they  can  claim  in  virtue  of 
their  commissions. 

Second — The  expediency  and  necessity  of  extending 
as  contemplated  by  the  bill,  the  powers  of  the  alder- 
men is  very  questionable.  It  is  not  sanctioned  by  the 
precedent  of  any  similar  provision  in  the  act  incor- 
porating the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  want  of  it 
has  not  been  there  felt. 

Reluctantly  as  I  do  this  act,  it  yet  becomes  the  more 
imperiously  a  duty,  because  of  the  knowledge  I  have 
lately  acquired,  that  one  of  the  gentlemen,  whom  the 
law,  incorporating  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  (along  with 
others  so  far  forth  as  it  can  be  done  by  a  law,)  trans- 
lates into  the  office  of  alderman,  constituting  him  a 
judge  of  a  court  of  record  with  jurisdiction  in  criminal 
cases,  similar  to  a  court  of  quarter  sessions,  and  who 
is  now  acting  in  these  several  capacities,  was  not  at 
the  time  of  passing  that  law,  nor  is  he  now  legally  a 
justice  of  the  peace  or  alderman. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  February  7,  1817. 
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To  the  Assembly  with  regard  to  the  Navigation  of  the 
Susquehanna  and  the  condition  of  the  Mihtia  Law. 

I   HAVE  THIS  DAY  APPROVED  AND  SIGNED 
the  following  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
return  them  to  the  houses  respectively  in  which  thev 
originated,  viz: 

I  transmit  also  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  the 
state  of  Maryland,  covering  a  resolution  by  the  legis- 
lature of  that  state,  contemplating  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  river  Susquehanna,  and  de- 
siring the  co-operation  of  this  state  in  that  desirable 
work. 

In  conformity  to  a  provision  contained  in  the  27th 
section  of  the  militia  law,  I  add  a  letter  from  Peter  A. 
Browne,  colonel  commandant  of  the  81st  regiment, 
covering  certain  proceedings  had  by  officers  of  said 
regiment,  relative  to  the  system. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  February  17,  1817. 
In  Council. 

Annapolis,  February  6th,  1817. 
Sir — By  the  direction  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  state,  I  do  myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  to 
your  excellency  the  enclosed  resolutions,  and  have  to 
request  that  you  will  communicate  them  to  the  legis 
lature  of  the  state  over  which  you  preside,  accom- 
panied by  such  remarks  as  you  think  best  calculated 
to  further  the  views  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     C.  Ridgely,  of  Hampton. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Snyder. 

By  the  Senate,  January  30th,  1817. 
Resolved,  That  William  H.  Winder,  Thomas  Ellicott, 
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Levi  Hollingsworth,  Eobert  Morgan,  Abraham  Jarrett, 
Joseph  Coudon  and  Levi  Bale,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  commissioners  to  examine  the  river  Susqne- 
hanna  so  far  as  they  think  necessary,  and  to  consider 
and  report  to  the  next  General  Assembly  upon  the 
means  in  their  opinion  best  calculated  to  improve  navi- 
gation of  that  river. 

Resolved,  That  should  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  ap 
point  commissions  with  like  powers,  the  above  named 
commissioners  are  authorized  and  directed  to  confer 
with  such  commissioners  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  if  practicable  to  agree  upon  a  joint  report  to  bp 
made  to  the  legislature  of  each  state. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resoli; 
tions  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  invite 
him,  to  take  such  steps  as  he  may  deem  expedient  to 
induce  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  concur  in  the  ob- 
jects of  the  above  resolutions. 

We  hereby  certify,  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  copy 
from  the  original  passed  by  the  Senate  on  the  31st  of 
January,  1817,  and  by  the  House  of  Delegates  on  the 
5th  of  February,  1817. 

[Signed]     Richard  Harwood, 

Clerk  to  the  Senate. 
[Signed]     Louis  Gassaway, 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

To  his  Excellency  Simon  Snyder,  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  of  the 
commonwealth. 

Sir — I  received  a  few  days  since  the  resignations 
of  nearly  all  the  platoon  officers  of  the  81st  regiment, 
1st  brigade,  1st  division,  P.  M.  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  command,  accompanied  by  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  and  resolution,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 
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As  the  37th  section  of  the  militia  law  expressly  re- 
quires officers  who  shall  receive  commissions  under  its 
provisions  to  make  a  representation  to  you  sir,  of  any 
defect  or  defects  which  they  may  from  experience  as- 
certain to  exist  in  the  act,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
trouble  you  with  this  communication,  and  am, 
With  profound  respect. 
Your  excellency's 

Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

[Signed]     P.  A.  Browne,  Col. 
Philad'a,  March  18,  1816.    " 

At  a  meeting  of  the  platoon  officers  of  the  81st  regi- 
ment, Penn.  militia,  held  at  the  house  of  major  M'Don- 
nell,  March  4th,  1816,  Captain  Joseph  Lloyd  w^as  ap- 
pointed chairman,  and  lieut.  Alexander  Henry,  secre- 
tary; after  which  the  following  resolutions  were  pass- 
ed, viz: 

Kesolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  officers  now 
present,  the  existing  militia  law  of  Pennsylvania  is 
inefficient,  unjust,  and  lame  in  every  part,  that  it  is  too 
lenient  to  the  rich,  oppressive  to  the  poor,  troublesome 
and  expensive  to  the  officers,  and  totally  useless  to  the 
country. 

Eesolved,  That  we  have  continued  to  hold  our  com- 
missions as  officers  of  the  militia,  since  the  ratification 
of  the  late  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  only 
in  hope  that  the  legislature  at  their  present  session 
would  so  alter  and  amend  the  militia  law,  as  to  render 
it  efficient  and  useful,  and  the  officers  under  it  respec- 
table, and  as  the  session  is  now  almost  at  a  close,  and 
the  question  has  been  postponed  indefinitely,  w^e  have 
no  alternative  left  but  to  resign. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  judicial  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment of  this  state,  and  of  the  United  States,  have  as- 
sumed the  powder  of  releasing  delinquent  militia  men 
from  the  payment  of  the  fines  imposed  on  them  by 
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courts  martial,  for  their  non-performance  of  a  tour  of 
duty  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  when  drafted 
according  to  law,  it  is  in  our  opinion  not  only  useless 
bat  iniquitous  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  execu- 
tion of  a  law,  which  may  be  thus  made  to  produce  the 
most  palpable  injustice,  and  which  is  thus  trampled  on 
with  impunity  by  another  branch  of  government. 

And  w^hereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  drafts  issued  dur- 
ing the  late  w^ar,  a  number  of  militia  men  performed 
their  tour  of  duty  or  hired  substitutes,  and  others  have 
paid  their  fines  for  not  marching,  while  a  great  number 
have  refused  to  pay  fines  imposed  on  them  for  not  per- 
forming their  tour  of  duty,  and  the  marshal  has  been 
deterred  from  collecting  them  by  threats  of  judicial 
vengeance. 

Kesolved,  That  we  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  the 
execution  of  the  laws  which  are  thus  suffered  by  the 
government  to  be  made  the  instruments  of  injustice 
and  oppression,  to  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  part  of 
the  community,  and  to  afford  absolute  impunity  to  the 
disaffected  who  refuse  to  do  their  duty. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  the  most  unlimited  confi- 
dence in  the  integrity,  talents  and  courage  of  the  field 
ofQcers  of  this  regiment,  and  should  be  proud  to  com- 
mand under  them  were  it  not  for  the  gross  defects  of 
the  militia  law,  and  the  abominable  injustice  resulting 
from  all  attempts  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

Eesolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
published  in  the  newspapers. 

[Signed,]  Joseph  Lloyd,  Chairman. 

Attest, 

A.  Henry,  Secretary. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents. 

1HAVE  THIS  DAY  APPROVED  AND  SIGNED 
the  following  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
return  them  to  the  houses  respectively  in  which  they 

originated,  viz. 

*      ♦      *      *»»♦♦»*♦»*      ♦      *      ♦ 

A  resolution  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Ohio,  which  has  for  its  object  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Ohio,  but  requiring  tlie  co- 
operation of  Pennsylvania,  I  do  agreeably  to  desire 
lay  before  you,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  that  state,  which  covered  the  said 
resolution. 

I  add  a  memorial  from  Nathaniel  Watson,  major 
general  commanding,  and  others,  officers  of  the  fourth 
division  of  militia,  addressed  to  the  executive,  relating 
to  suits  of  trespass  instituted  against  some  of  the 
memorialists  for  acts  by  them  done,  in  the  discharge 
of  duties  made  imperative  by  express  law — being  ex- 
pressive also  of  a  desire  to  know  whether  they  can  be 
protected  in  the  exercise  of  such  their  duty.  The  sub- 
ject matter  whereof,  coming  more  regularly  under  the 
notice  of  the  legislature,  is  herewith  submitted  for 
consideration. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  February  26,  1817. 

Executive  Office. 

Columbus,  February  7th,  1817. 

Sir — I  have -the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  resolu- 
tions passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  and  to 
request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  communi- 
cate them  to  the  legislature,  of  the  state  over  which 
you  preside. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  and  communicate  to  the 
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legislature  of  Ohio  any  communication  your  excellency 
may  think  proper  to  make  on  this  interesting  subject. 
Very  respectfully, 

[Signed]     T.  Worthington. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  joint  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  sub- 
ject of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river,  have 
considered  the  same,  and  are  fully  persuaded  that  the 
time  has  arrived  when  the  states  bordering  on  this 
noble  river  are  imperiously  called  upon  by  their  inter- 
est, promptly  to  unite  their  exertions  to  remove  the 
great  obstacle  to  western  commerce — and  in  thp 
opinion  of  your  committee,  the  population  and  fiscal 
abilities  of  the  state  warrant  the  measures;  by  reason 
of  the  impediments  at  the  falls  many  severe  losses  have 
been  sustained  especially  to  shipbuilders,  so  that  this 
valuable  and  important  business  has  been  nearly  laid 
aside  as  respects  the  larger  class  of  vessels.  The  nec- 
essity of  unloading  the  steam  boats  and  larger  barges 
at  times,  in  the  descending  course,  and  almost  every 
vessel  in  the  ascending  navigation,  calls  loudly  for  im- 
mediate exertion,  at  a  time  when  the  surplus  produc- 
tions of  our  soil  are  so  abundant  and  constantly  en- 
creasing,  and  the  enterprize  of  the  citizens  has  already 
carried  our  product  direct  to  Europe,  hereby  establish 
ing  that  most  important  afnd  valuable  course  of  ex- 
change. 

Under  these  circumstances,  to  slumber  any  longer 
w^ould  betray  a  disregard  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
community,  or  a  want  of  discernment  to  discover  the 
advantages  brought  within  our  reach  by  a  bountiful 
Providence. 

Your  committee  recommend  therefore  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of 
Ohio,  That  the  following  propositions  be  made  to  the 
legislatures  of  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
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Kentucky  and  Indiana,  viz:  That  each  of  the  above 
states  choose  one  commissioner  who  shall  meet  the 
commissioners  of  the  several  states  at  a  time  and 
place  to  be  maturely  agreed  on,  in  order  to  proceed  to 
the  town  of  Pittsburg  to  examine  the  obstructions  in 
the  Ohio  river,  especially  the  rapids  and  falls  thereof, 
and  noting  the  several  impediments  and  the  probable 
expense  that  will  attend  their  removal,  and  in  an 
especial  manner  to  survey  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  at 
Louisville,  and  examine  on  which  side  of  said  falls  a 
canal  and  locks  can  be  most  conveniently  made,  or 
whether  some  other  expedient  may  be  resorted  to, 
and  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  exepnses  which  will 
attend  the  making  such  improvements,  and  as  soon  as 
they  have  completed  the  survey  and  estimates  as  afore- 
said, they  shall  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  the  execu- 
tives of  the  several  states  who  are  parties  to  this  com- 
pact, to  be  laid  before  their  respective  legislatures; 
and  the  governor  of  this  state  is  hereby  requested  to 
continue  the  correspondence  until  the  result  of  their 
deliberations  shall  be  known,  and  communicate  the 
same  from  time  to  time  to  the  legislatures  of  this 
state. 

Kesolved,  That  if  the  states  aforesaid  shall  agree  to 
unite  in  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  as  afore- 
said, then  and  in  that  case  the  faith  of  this  state  is 
hereby  pledged  to  provide  funds  to  cover  its  propor- 
tion of  the  expense  of  the  undertaking. 

Resolved,  That  the  senators  and  representatives 
from  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
be  requested  to  use  their  best  endeavors  in  the  event 
of  the  creation  of  a  fund  for  internal  improvements, 
to  procure  a  portion  thereof  for  the  above  purpose. 

Kesolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  re- 
quested to  forward  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the 
executive  of  each  of  the  states  aforesaid,  with  a  re- 
quest that  the  same  be  laid  before  their  respective 
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legislatures,  and  one  copy  thereof  to  each  of  our  sena- 
tors and  representatives  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States. 


The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  militia  officers  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

To  his  Excellency  SIMON  SNYDER,  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  commander  in 
chief  of  the  militia  of  the  said  commonwealth. 

Respectfully  Sheweth: — 

That  at  a  late  court  of  common  pleas,  held  in  and 
for  the  county  of  Lancaster,  certain  of  your  memo- 
rialists were  under  the  necessity  of  attending  at  Lan- 
caster at  very  great  expense  and  inconvenience,  for 
the  purpose  of  defending  themselves  in  a  certain  action 
of  trespass  brought  against  them  as  members  of  a 
court  martial,  convened  in  pursuance  of  a  law  of  this 
state.  That  the  members  of  the  court  martial  and  the 
brigade  inspector  have  been  obliged  to  attend  several 
courts  of  common  pleas  since  the  suit  was  instituted 
against  them,  and  at  the  last  term  they  attended  from 
day  to  day  for  the  space  of  two  weeks,  and  that  the 
court  of  common  pleas  then  rejected  the  testimony 
offered  by  them  in  justification,  on  the  ground  that  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania  had  not  in  such  cases  any  power 
to  summons  courts  martial.  That  the  members  of 
the  courts  martial  were  under  the  painful  necessity  of 
hearing  themselves  styled  robbers,  or  self  created 
club,  an  illegal  assembly,  in  consequence  of  having 
acted  in  conformity  to  the  express  provisions  of  a  law 
of  this  state.  That  your  petitioners  are  always  de- 
sirous of  observing  and  obeying  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, and  are  therefore  anxious  to  know  whether  they 
can  be  protected  in  the  exercise  of  their  duty;  for, 
unless  this  can  be  done,  your  excellency  will  perceiv*^, 
however  honorable  may  be  the  situation  of  your  peti- 
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tioners,  the  duty  they  owe  to  themselves  and  families 
must  prevent  their  continuing  to 'hold  their  present 
commissions.  And  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound 
will  ever  pray. 

Nathaniel  Watson,  major  general,  4th  division,  P.  M. 

Nathaniel  W.  Sample,  jr.  inspector  2d  brig.  4th  divi- 
sion, P.  M. 

John  Hamilton,  col.  35th  regiment. 

James  Boyd,  lieut.  col.  35th  regiment. 

Francis  Litle,  captain,  7th  com.  35th  regiment. 

Andrew  Charles,  captain,  4th  com.  35th  regiment. 

Jeremiah  Mosher,  col.  69th  regiment. 

George  Mayer,  lieut.  col.  69th  regiment. 

Levi  Rogers,  first  major,  69th  regiment. 

G.  B.  Porter,  inspector,  1st  brig.  4th  division,  P.  M. 

Henry  Shippen,  Molton  0.  Rogers,  Aids-de-camp  of 
major  general  Nathaniel  Watson. 

John  Dicks,  brig.  gen.  2d  brig.  4th  division,  P.  M. 

Alexander  Miller,  2d  lieut.  3d  com.  69th  regiment. 

Frederick  Hambright,  capt.  Lan.  Phalanx,  69th  regi- 
ment. 

Peter  Forney,  1st  lieut.  Lan.  Phalanx,  69th  regi- 
ment. 

William  Hambright,  2d  lieut.  Lan.  Phalanx,  69th 
regiment. 

James  Thomas,  ensign,  Lan.  Phalanx,  69th  regi- 
ment. 

Michael  Gundacker,  captain,  1st  com.  69th  regi- 
ment. 

John  M'Olure,  col.  101st  regt.  P.  M. 

John  Clark,  lieut.  col.  101st  regt.  P.  M. 
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To  the  Assembly  transmitting  certain  Resolutions  of 
the  Maryland  Legislature  respecting  Runaway 
Negroes. 

1HAVE  THIS  DAY  APPROVED  AND  SIGNED 
the  following  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
return  them  to  the  houses  respectively  in  which  they 

originated  viz. 

«      *      «      *********      *      *      *     * 

I  have  also  directed  to  be  laid  before  you,  copies  of  a 
resolution  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Maryland,  relative  to  runaway  negroes;  with  copies  of 
the  Governor's  letter  accompanying  the  said  resolu- 
tion. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  March  3,  1817. 

Council  Chamber, 
Annapolis,  February  6, 1817. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  your  excellency 
certain  resolutions  respecting  runaway  negroes,  passed 
by  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  which  I  request  you  to 
lay  before  the  General  Assembly  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania. 

I  am  with  great  respect. 

Your  excellencys  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     C.  Ridgely,  of  Hampton. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Snyder. 

By  the  House  of  Delegates. 

February  1, 1817. 
Whereas,  the  encouragement  given  to  negroes  run- 
ning away  from  their  owners  in  this  state,  and  the  har- 
bouring the  same  by  sundry  citizens  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  and  state  of  Delaware,  has  be- 
come a  serious  inconvenience  to  the  owners  of  slaves: 
Therefore. 
Be  it  resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland, 
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That  the  encouragement  given  to,  and  the  harbouring 
and  employing  of  runaway  negroes  from  this  state,  by 
sundry  citizens  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  state  of  Delaware,  has  encreased  to  such  a 
degree,  and  the  inconvenience  arising  therefrom  to 
the  good  people  of  this  state  has  become  so  great,  as 
to  make  longer  silence  on  this  subject  on  the  part  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  improper. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to 
the  executive  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  executive  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  with  a  re- 
quest that  they  will  lay  the  same  before  their  respec 
tive  legislatures,  in  order  that  they  interpose  their 
authority  and  make  such  provision  to  prevent  the  evil 
thus  complained  of  as  their  wisdom  and  justice  shall 
dictate. 


To  the  Assembly  transmitting  Documents  relating  to 
Obstruction  of  the  Delaware  River. 

1HAVE  THIS  DAY  APPROVED  AND   SIGNED 
the  following  acts  and  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth to  return  them  to  the  houses  respectively 
in  which  they  originated,  viz: 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  New 
Jersey,  covering  a  law  passed  by  the  legislature  of  that 
state,  proposing  a  mode  for  adjusting  the  existing  dif- 
ference between  the  states  of  New  Jersey  and  Penn- 
sylvania, relative  to  the  obstructions  in  the  river  Dela- 
ware, authorized  by  the  former,  which  law  requiring 
the  concurrence  of  Pennsylvania,  is,  agreeably  to  de- 
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sire,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  Governor's  letter, 
herewith  laid  before  you. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  March  10,  1817. 

State  of  New  Jersey. 

Trenton,  March  3,  1817. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith 
enclosed,  a  certified  copy  of  an  act  of  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  passed  at  their  late  session, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  laid  by  your  excellency  before 
the  legislature  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  matters  mentioned  in 
the  act,  may  be  amicably  and  satisfactorily  adjusted 
between  the  two  states.  I  shall  be  happy  to  learn  that 
the  mode  of  settlement  now  proposed  is  acceded  to  on 
the  part  of  Pennsylvania. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  consideration. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     Isaac  H.  Williamson. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

State  of  New  Jersey. 

An  Act  appointing  commissioners  for  settling  certain 
differences  between  this  state  and  the  common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

Whereas,  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey, 
past  an  act  on  the  4th  day  of  February,  1815,  to  enable 
Daniel  W.  Coxe,  Samuel  Wright,  jun.  and  Peter  I. 
Smith  to  erect  a  wing-dam  in  the  river  Delaware,  and 
also  a  supplement  thereto,  on  the  16th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1816.  And  whereas,  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
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have  passed  a  resolution  protesting  against  the  pas- 
sage and  operation  of  the  said  acts  of  the  legislature 
of  this  state.  And  whereas  doubt  may  continue  to 
exist  how  far  the  legislature,  of  either  of  the  said 
states,  may  without  the"  concurrence  of  the  other,  au- 
thorize the  erection  of  dams  and  other  works, in  the 
river  Delaware  between  the  said  states,  for  objects  of 
public  utility  and  benefit.  In  order  therefore  to  pro- 
mote mutual  accommodation,  harmony  and  good  un- 
derstanding between  them  forever,  and  to  adjust  all 
the  matters  of  complaint,  or  which  can  be  made  the 
subject  of  complaint  between  the  said  states  respecting 
the  premises,  and  to  prevent  future  misunderstanding 
from  the  exercise  of  their  several  and  respective  juris- 
dictions— 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  state,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same,  That  Lewis  Condict,  George  Holcomb 
and  John  Beatty,  or  a  majority  of  them,  be  commis- 
sioners with  full  power  and  authority  in  behalf  of  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  to  meet  and  make  a  final  agree- 
ment in  regard  to  the  premises,  with  commissioners  in 
behalf  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be 
appointed  by  a  law  of  that  commonwealth  with  like 
full  power  (if  to  them  it  shall  seem  expedient)  in  such 
manner  as  fiually  to  settle  all  the  matters  of  complaint, 
or  which  can  be  be  made  the  cause  of  complaint  be- 
tween the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  respecting  the  passage  and  opera- 
tion of  the  said  acts  of  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey, 
and  also  respecting  all  wing  dams  erected  and  placed 
in  the  said  river  with  or  without  legislative  permis- 
sion, and  to  define  with  precision  and  certainty,  the 
rights  of  the  respective  states  to  authorize  the  erec- 
tion of  dams  and  other  works  within  the  waters  of 
said  river  for  objects  of  public  utility  and  benefit,  and 
which  shall  not  essentially  injure  or  obstruct  the  navi- 
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gation ;  whicli  agreement  in  writing  signed  and  sealed 
by  the  said  commissioners  respectively,  if  made  on  or 
before  the  2d  Tuesday  of  January  next,  shall  become 
binding  on  this  state  when  confirmed  by  the  respective 
legislatures  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey. 

2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  commissioners 
do  meet  at  such  times  and  places  as  may  be  mutually 
agreed  on  between  them. 

3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Governor  of  this  state 
shall  immediately  transmit  to  the  Governor  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  a  copy  of  this  act, 
duly  certified  in  order  that  he  may  lay  the  same  before 
the  legislature  of  that  commonwealth  at  their  present 
or  next  session,  and  that  the  Governor  of  this  state 
have  power  to  appoint  a  commissioner  or  commission- 
ers for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  in  behalf  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  instead  of  any  commissioner  or  commis- 
sioners named  herein,  who  may  die  or  decline  to  act 
as  such. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  ''An  Act  to  amend  and  con- 
tinue an  Act  for  establishing  a  Health  Office,  and 
to  secure  the  City  and  Port  of  Philadelphia  from 
the  Introduction  of  pestilential  and  contagious  Dis- 
eases, and  the  Supplement  thereto." 

1HAVE  HAD  PRESENTED  TO  ME  A  BILL,  EN- 
titled  "An  act  to  amend  and  continue  an  act  for 
establishing  a  health  office,  and  to  secure  the  city 
and  port  of  Philadelphia  from  the  introduction  of  pes- 
tilential and  contagious  diseases,  and  the  supplement 
thereto" — but  doubting  the  constitutionality  of  one 
of  its  provisions,  I  return  it  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives where  it  originated,  for  the  reason  following: 
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The  first  section  of  the  act  establishing  a  health 
office,  passed  17th  March,  1816,  which  this  bill  along 
with  a  supplement  thereto  amends  and  continues,  di- 
rects the  governor  to  commission  and  appoint  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  JNlayin  each  year,  five  persons  who 
shall  compose  the  board  of  health — the  same  section 
contains,  amongst  other  provisions  the  following,  viz: 
^'and  the  said  board  shall  have  and  hereby  is  vested 
with  full  power  and  authority,  to  make  general  rules, 
orders  and  regulations,  for  the  government  and  man- 
agement of  the  lazaretto,  and  vessels,  cargoes  and  per- 
sons there  detained,  or  under  quarantine,  and  of  the 
health-office,  and  public  hospitals,  and  for  the  mode  of 
visiting  and  examining  vessels,  persons,  goods  and 
houses,  and  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint  such 
other  officers  and  servants  as  from  time  to  time,  shall 
be  found  necessary  to  perform  the  several  duties  re- 
quired by  this  act  and  their  future  regulations,  pro- 
vided that  such  officer  shall  not  hold  any  office  of  profit 
or  trust  under  the  United  States,  and  to  remove  any  of 
the  officers  or  servants  by  them  appointed,  and  to  ap- 
point others  in  their  places,  and  to  allow  and  pay  the 
said  officers  and  servants  so  appointed  such  compensa- 
tion for  their  respective  services,  as  the  said  board 
shall  deem  just  and  proper;  and  the  governor  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  appoint  one  physician  who 
shall  reside  at  the  lazaretto,  and  be  denominated  the 
lazaretto  physician,  and  one  physician  who  shall  reside 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  shall  be  denominated 
the  port  physician,  one  health  officer,  and  one  quaran- 
tine master,  all  of  whom  shall  be  under  the  direction 
and  controul  of  the  board  of  health,  and  may  be  re- 
moved from  office  by  the  governor  at  the  request  of 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  health." 

The  bill  under  consideration  directs,  that  the  board 
of  health  shall  consist  of  eleven  members,  that  the 
authority  to  appoint  them  shall  no  longer  be  exercised 
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by  the  governor,  but  that,  in  future,  six  of  the  board 
shall  be  elected  and  appointed  by  the  select  and  com- 
mon councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  three  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  township  of  the  Northern  Liber- 
ties, and  the  commissioners  of  Spring  Garden,  and  two 
by  the  commissioners  of  the  district  of  Southwark,  and 
the  commissioners  of  Moyamensing;  and  vests  in  the 
board  so  to  be  constituted  all  the  authority  conferred 
by  the  act  of  1816,  and  by  its  supplement. 

Admitting  it  a  maxim  in  government,  as  sound  as  it 
is  indisputable,  that  the  agent  cannot  possess  power 
superior  to  his  principal,  and  as  it  cannot  be  contended, 
that  either  of  the  bodies  corporate  or  local  authorities 
named  in  the  bill,  can  by  ordinance  or  otherwise,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  intermeddle  with  the  police  of  any 
other  of  them  or  with  the  affairs  of  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, but  that  all  exercise  of  authority  by  them  is 
circumscribed  by  their  respective  corporate  limits. 
Can  it  then  be  competent  for  any  one  of  these  local  au- 
thorities separately,  or  all  of  them  jointly,  to  create  a 
magistracy  denominated  a  board  of  health;  vest  it 
with  authority  to  make  certain  rules  and  regulations 
for  governing  the  police  of  the  lazaretto,  and  the  af- 
fairs of  the  health  department  generally  to  be  executed 
and  enforced,  not  only  throughout  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, but  to  be  extended  into,  and  enforced  in  the 
adjoining  county  of  Delaware,  by  any  and  as  many 
officers  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  appoint,  where 
also  by  mandate  they  control  the  lazaretto  physician 
and  quarantine  master  (may  peremptorily  confine  those 
officers  to  the  lazaretto,)  see  the  10th  section  of  the  law 
of  1816  and  in  Philadelphia  the  port  physician  and 
health  officer,  all  of  whom,  tho'  appointed  and  commis- 
sioned by  the  governor  for  general  state  purposes  he 
may  be  urged  and  desired  to  remove  from  office  by  the 
agents  of  that  species  of  local  authority,  which  was 
originally  constituted  for  a  very  different  purpose,  and 
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who  as  well  as  the  board  of  health  by  them  thus 
created,  the  officers  and  servants  of  such  board  (no  one 
individual  of  whom  is  officially  known  to  him)  and  not 
under  his  control,  and  in  every  view  wholly  independ- 
ent of  the  executive.    ^ 

From  an  institution  composed  of  such  heterogeneous 
materials,  its  component  parts  so  arranged,  that  the 
regular  and  necessary  gradation  of  power  is  reversed. 
A  hope  can  scarcely  be  cherished,  that  the  recent  happy 
results  from  a  judicious  management  of  the  present 
system  and  faithful  execution  of  duty  by  the  officers, 
will  be  long  continued  to  our  metropolis  and  to  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Severe  bodily  indisposition,  being  the  real  cause,  will 
I  trust,  prove  an  apology,  as  well  for  the  delay  of  this 
communication,  as  for  its  imperfections. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  March  10, 1817. 


Action  of  the  Governor  on  the  Proceedings  of  a  Court 
Martial  held  at  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  County, 
February  28  to  April  2nd,  18 14. 

Harrisburg,  May  13, 1814. 

1HAVE  READ  AND  EXAMINED  THE  FORE- 
going  proceedings  of  a  court  martial  held  under 
general  orders  of  29th  October,  1813,  which  com- 
menced its  setting  at  Grreensburg  in  the  county  of 
Westmoreland,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
28th  of  February,  and  continued  by  adjournment  to 
the  2d  day  of  April,  1814,  and  do  approve  all  and  every 
judgments  pronounced  against  delinquents  and  de- 
serters in  the  proceedings  respectively  named,  from 
No.  1  to  No.  462,  inclusive,  excepting  the  judgments 
aga^inst  the  f olltrwing  namied  p&rsons,  viz :  John  Pipfier 
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No.  25,  Samuel  Craig  No.  134,  Philip  Klingilesmith  No. 
136,  James  Canann  No.  168,  James  Moore  No.  178, 
Henry  Remaly  No.  338,  Michael  Kline  No.  392  and  Wal- 
ter Forward  No.  407,  which  I  do  not  approve. 

SIMON  SNYDER, 
Governor  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
N.  B.  The  above  result  was  entered  by  the  Governor 
in  vol.  3,  of  the  proceedings,  page  291. 


General  Orders  Directing  Proceedings  against  Delin- 
quent A/Iilitiamen. 

General  Orders. 

Harrisburg,  October  29,  1813. 
Whilst  it  affords  the  commander  in  chief  high  gratifi- 
cation to  say  to  those  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  performed  the  service  required  in  the  field  against 
a  malignant  foe,  deserve  well  of  their  country;  a  re- 
spect for  the  military  reputation  of  the  militia,  com- 
mands on  the  other  hand  a  strict  enforcement  of  the 
laws  making  penal  a  refusal  to  march,  or  punishing  de- 
sertion. Under  these  impressions,  I  do  order  that  you 
immediately  direct  the  several  brigade  inspectors  from 
whose  brigades,  as  well  volunteers  as  drafted  mil- 
itia were  ordered  for  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
agreeably  to  the  several  requisitions  from  those  who 
administer  that  government  under  the  several  general 
orders  by  the  commander  in  chief,  dated  respectively  of 
May  12, 1812,  August  25, 1812,  September  5,1812,  March 
20, 1813,  and  of  April  5, 1813,  that  they  severally  and  re- 
spectfully institute  prosecutions  against,  as  well  those 
of  the  militia  who  were  delinquent  in  not  marching, 
as  against  those  who  after  having  marched  deserted 
the  service.     And  that  the  respective  presiding  Oflfii- 
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cers  of  courts  martial  certify  and  report  without  delay 
the  fines  assessed,  and  on  whom,  to  the  marshal  of  the 
district  of  Pennsylvania.  A  reference  by  you  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  prescribing  the  duty  to  be 
performed  by  those  officers  and  by  courts  martial,  may 
very  much  facilitate  enquiry,  and  result  in  an  early 
termination  of  this  important  service. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Aide-de-camp. 

William  Duncan, 
Adjutant  General  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania. 


A  Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
John  Craig  charged  with  the  murder  of  Edward 
Hunter  in  Delaware  county. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 

~  N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.      By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  an  inquisition  taken  and  held  on  the 
twenty-secend  day  of  the  present  mouth  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Newton,  in  the  county  of  Delaware,  by  James 
Birchall,  Esq'r,  Coroner,  and  a  Jury  of  the  said  County 
upon  the  view  of  the  Body  of  Edward  Hunter,  Esq., 
late  of  the  township  and  county,  it  appears  that  tL(^ 
said  Edward  Hunter  was  on  the  nineteenth  instant 
wilfully  and  maliciously  killed  and  murdered  by  a  cer- 
tain John  Craig:  And  Whereas,  the  reputation  of  the 
Government,  the  peace  and  security  of  its  Citizens, 
and  the  obligations  of  justice  and  humanity  require 
60— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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that  the  perpetrator  of  an  offense  so  heinous  shouhl 
be  brought  to  speedy  and  condign  punishment.  I 
have  therefore  thought  it  proper  to  issue  this  procla- 
mation hereby  offering  a  reward  of  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  any  person  of  persons  who  shall  apprehend  and 
secure  within  a  jail  of  this  Commonwealth  the  said 
John  Craig,  if  brought  to  trial  and  conviction  of  the 
said  offence :  And  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  Coro- 
ners, Constables  and  other  officers  within  this  Com- 
monwealth, according  to  the  duties  of  their  respective 
stations,  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  be  at- 
tentive and  diligent  in  enquiring  after  and  bringing  to 
justice  the  perpetrator  of  the  crime  aforesaid.* 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg,  this  thirty-first  day  of  July  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen, 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  forty-second. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 


Proclamation  for  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving — 1817. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.      By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Although  the  wise  and  holy  governor  of  the  universe 
has  in  his  righteous  providence  afflicted  divers  sections 


•Warrant  drawn  for  the  sum  of  200  dollars  in  favor  of  Samuel  Betten- 
berger,  who  from  authentic  documents  produced  to  the  Governor,  ap- 
peared to  be  entitled  to  receive  the  reward.— October  15th,    1818. 


Simon  Snyder.  947 

of  the  United  States  with  wasting  sickness,  yet  have 
we  the  greatest  reason  to  adore  and  praise  the  supreme 
disposer  of  events^  who,  dealing  infinitely  better  with 
ns  than  we  deserve,  has  averted  from  our  State  the 
hand  of  the  destroying  angel,  and  blessed  our  land 
with  the  fruits  of  the  earth  in  the  greatest  abundance. 

Happy  in  complying  with  a  desire  expressed  in 
a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Rev'd  Presbyterian 
Synod  of  Pennsylvania,  I  do  recommend  to  my  fel- 
low citizens  of  this  Commonw^ealth  that  on  the 
third  Thursday  in  the  present  month  of  Novem- 
ber, they  meet  for  religious  worship,  and  to  offer  up 
their  unfeigned  thanks  and  acknowledgments  to 
Almighty  God,  the  source  and  benevolent  be- 
stower  of  this  great  good,  and  for  the  many  other 
blessings,  both  spiritual  and  temporal,  which  we 
enjoy;  that  he  will  extend,  bless  and  perpetuate 
them  to  the  latest  posterity.  That  he  would  also 
graciously  foster  and  promote  the  endeavours  now 
making  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  the  redeemer 
throughout  the  world,  pour  out  his  spirit  upon  all 
orders  of  men,  bring  us  to  a  hearty  repentance  and 
reformation,  purify  and  sanctify  all  his  churches,  make 
ours  Emanuel's  land  and  fill  the  world  with  his  glory. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  first  day  of  November  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventeen,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  forty-second. 

By  the  Governor. 

N.  B.  Boileau,  Sec'y. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  John  Murray,  Repre- 
sentative of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United  States  Con- 
gress. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]  Simon  Snyder. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  uf 
Pennsylvania.      By  SIMON  SNY- 
DER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  a  return  duly  made  by  the  Judges  of  a 
special  election  held  in  the  tenth  Congressional  dis- 
trict, composed  of  the  Counties  of  Northumberland, 
Union,  Columbia,  Luzerne,  Bradford,  Susquehanna, 
Lycoming,  Tioga  and  Potter,  in  this  Commonwealth, 
on  Tuesday  the  fourteenth  day  of  October  last,  in  pur- 
suance of  writs  issued  by  me  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
August  last,  under  the  authority  of  the  Acts  of  the 
General  Assembly  passed  the  eighteenth  day  of  Feb 
ruary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five;  and  the 
tenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventeen,  it  appears  that  John  Murray,  Esquire,  was 
duly  elected  to  serve  as  a  representative  of  this  State 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  David  Scott's  ac- 
ceptance of  the  office  of  President  and  Judge  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  within  the  twelfth  judicial 
district  of  this  Commonwealth.  And  Whereas,  in  and 
by  one  other  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  the 
twentieth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  it  is  provided  "that  the  Governor, 
having  received  the  returns  of  such  elections,  shall  de- 
clare by  proclamation  the  name  or  names  of  the  per- 
son or  persons  to  him  returned  as  duly  elected  in  each 
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respective  district:"  Now,  therefore,  I  have  issued 
this  proclamation,  hereby  publishing  and  declaring 
that  the  said  John  Murray  is  duly  elected  and  chosen 
a  representative  of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Eepre- 
sentatives  of  the  United  States,  during  the  remainder 
of  the  time  for  which  the  said  David  Scott  was  elected 
to  serve. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg,  this  first  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen, 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  forty-second. 
By  the  Governor. 

James  Trimble,  Deputy  Sec'y. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly — 181 7. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

AT  THIS  AUSPICIOUS  MOMENT,  WHEN  OUR 
country  has  reached  the  goal  of  her  wishes  and 
obtained  the  object  for  which  she  has  twice  con 
tended  and  so  nobly  struggled;  with  a  national  govern- 
ment possessing  all  the  powers  adequate  to  the  pur- 
poses of  general  sovereignty,  and  competent  to  the 
energy  absolutely  necessary  to  the  management  and 
direction  of  the  general  weal;  supporting  the  confed- 
erate union,  and  the  national  faith  and  honor  with  for- 
eign governments;  securing  domestic  tranquility  and 
paying  the  strictest  attention  to  the  sacred  rules  of 
justice  and  equity  by  a  faithful  observance  of  all  public 
engagements;  to  know  that  the  foundation  of  our  na- 
tional policy  is  laid  in  the  pure  and  immutable  prin- 
ciples of  private  morality;  when  with  proud  recollec- 
tion we  can  view  the  eminent  height  we  have  attained 
from  the  operation  of  our  laws  and  institutions;  to 
know  my  native  state  to  be  attached  to  a  government 


950  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

which  practically  has  exemplified  those  invaluable  at- 
tributes which  secure  to  it  our  constancy  and  devotion 
and  commands  the  respect  of  the  world;  and  to  know 
Pennsylvania  to  be  eminently  distinguished  for  her 
public  and  private  virtues; — I  say,  at  this  auspicions 
moment,  with  this  knowledge,  and  the  rational  pleas- 
ing anticipations  of  future  lasting  happiness  for  our 
beloved  country,  to  retire  from  the  arduous  duties  of 
office,  is  to  me  the  highest  gratification;  and  with  sin- 
cere and  lively  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  our  great 
protector,  and  with  most  hearty  congratulations,  I  feli- 
citate you,  gentlemen,  and  our  constituents,  on  our 
present  happiness  and  glorious  prospects. 

But  as  we  know  that  all  governments  have  degene- 
rated, and  that  abuse  of  power  is  ever  consequent  to 
degeneracy;  therefore,  whilst  w^e  happily  know  that 
reason,  rather  than  habit,  is  the  governing  principle 
with  our  citizens,  and  whilst  we  yet  have  fair  claims  to 
guard  against  all  violent  political  concussions  and 
those  revolutions  that  arise  from  necessity,  which  when 
real,  supercede  all  law  and  level  all  distinctions:  let 
us  in  the  discharge  of  official  and  private  duty,  ever 
recollect  that  more  is  not  possessed  than  a  right  to 
perform  lawful  actions ;  that  we  cannot  be  vested  with 
authority  to  command  what  is  contrary  to  the  cardinal 
virtue,  justice;  nor  with  the  right  to  proscribe  our  fel- 
low citizens,  for  an  honest  diversity  of  opinion  on  ques- 
tions of  policy.  Thus,  if  founded  on  that  decree  of 
Heaven  which  willed  man  free,  and  in  those  immutable 
rights  deducible  from  it,  our  laws  will  ever  foster  the 
inclination  which  the  Pennsylvanian  naturally  feels  to 
be  obedient;  and,  clothed  with  the  venerable  habit  of 
ancestral  sanction,  they  will  descend  to  and  command 
the  love  and  veneration  of  the  latest  posterity. 

Regarding  the  impartial  administration  of  justice 
and  primary  importance,  the  legislature  has  recently 
in  various  laws  been  attempting  to  secure  it  from  every 
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danger.  The  extension  of  peremptory  challenges  on 
the  trial  of  causes  civil  and  criminal,  the  permanent 
provision  for  the  decision  of  those  causes  in  which  the 
president  of  a  court  may  have  been  of  counsel,  or  may 
be  personally  interested,  have  been  found  of  beneficial 
tendency.  Extending  the  right  of  challenge  yet  far- 
ther, and  enacting  that  where  counties  are  interested, 
the  cause  may,  under  proper  regulations,  be  tried  in  a 
contiguous  county,  would  afford  additional  security, 
and  keep  pure  the  streams  of  justice;  and,  perhaps, 
thus  might  be  obviated  the  temptation  to  fraud  and 
perjuries,  sometimes  practised  to  give  jurisdiction  to 
the  federal  courts,  and  forcing  our  citizens,  at  intol- 
erable expense,  from  the  most  remote  quarters  of  the 
state  to  those  tribunals. 

The  knowledge  of  truth  being  essential  to  just  de- 
cisions, greater  facility  and  certainty  than  is  now  had, 
would  appear  necessary  in  the  adduction  of  testimony. 
Doubts  are  entertained  whether  there  be  any  legal 
mode  of  obtaining  depositions  by  commission  or  rules 
of  court,  in  cases  which  arose  in  the  county  courts 
and  are  pending  in  the  supreme  court  of  error,  although 
it  may  be  all-important  in  preparing  for  the  contin- 
gency of  a  new  trial.  This  might  be  remedied  by  en- 
acting that  rules  or  commissions  might  issue,  and  that 
the  testimony  thus  procured  shall  be  as  admissible  upon 
any  subsequent  trial,  as  if  the  cause  were  pending  for 
trial  where  the  rule  or  commission  issued. 

Whether  attachments  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
witnesses  may  run  to  any  part  of  the  state — whether 
a  tender  of  expenses  should  be  proved  before  they  issue 
— whether  depositions  should  not  be  taken  in  criminal 
as  well  as  civil  cases,  might  also  be  proper  questions 
for  statutory  regulation. 

Considering  the  usage  of  non-suits  at  bar  as  afford- 
ing an  unfair  advantage  to  plaintiffs,  it  v/as  restricted 
by  an  act  of  the  legislature.     The  exposition  however 
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of  this  law  by  our  courts  does  not  prohibit  the  plaintiff 
from  taking  a  non-suit  after  a  full  trial,  unless  the  jury 
have  deliberated,  or  received  the  charge  of  the  courts ; 
thus  the  plaintiff,  when  fairly  defeated,  may  retire  in 
safety  and  renew  the  attack  at  pleasure,  while  the  de- 
fedant  is  disabled  from  avoiding  the  destructive  effect 
of  a  verdict.  This  inequality  works  injustice,  and  re- 
quires further  interposition. 

More  than  twenty-five  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
adoption  of  any  general  system  of  practice  of  our 
courts.  So  great  have  since  been  the  changes  in  our 
laws,  and  so  important  have  been  the  judicial  decisions, 
that  it  is  wonderful,  a  subject  so  operative  in  the 
speedy  administration  of  justice  has  obtained  no  con- 
sideration. To  obtain  uniformity,  I  would  recommend 
statutory  provisions. 

Amongst  the  vices  that  in  a  great  measure  go  un- 
punished in  Pennsylvania,  is  the  conveying  away  by 
deed,  estates  with  fraudulent  views,  and  the  acquisi- 
tion of  property  without  any  intention  of  paying  there- 
for. To  guard  against  the  frequency  of  the  first,  I 
would  suggest  the  authorizing  of  our  courts  of  justice, 
where  circumstances  are  sufficiently  strong  to  raise 
a  probable  presumption  of  fraud,  to  throw  the  burden 
of  proof  of  consideration  for  the  estate  granted,  upon 
the  grantee.  And  as  to  the  latter  description  of  im- 
moralities, I  cannot,  on  moral  principles,  distinguish 
between  him  who  with  fair  appearances  has  got  into 
credit  on  purpose  to  rob,  and  him  who  borrows  my 
horse  for  a  day  with  the  intention  never  to  return  him, 
and  who  if  detected  after  the  fraud  is  punished  as  a 
felon. 

Anxious  to  see  perfected  in  Pennsylvania  w^hat  has 
for  a  century  engaged  the  attention  of  the  philanthro- 
pists of  the  old  world,  I  would  once  more  invite  your 
attention  to  the  subject  of  criminal  jurisprudence  gen- 
erally.      The  report  of  the  Attorney  General  made 
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some  years  since  at  the  instance  of  the  government, 
and  recent  essays  by  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
eminently  qualified  for  the  task,  will,  I  trust,  so  far 
have  matured  that  interesting  subject,  as  that,  from 
your  hands,  our  constituents  may  confidently  antici- 
pate a  system  more  perfectly  guarding  against  outrage 
the  person  and  property  of  tjie  good  citizen;  graduat- 
ing the  scale  of  crimes  and  punishments  by  the  rules 
of  right  reason,  when  at  the  same  time  it  shall  secure 
to  the  accused  a  speedy  impartial  trial,  and  be  alto- 
gether congenial  with  the  benevolent  spirit  of  the  age. 
In  the  annual  communications  of  the  executive  to 
the  General  Assembly,  a  standing  theme  has  been 
afforded  by  the  all-important  subject  of  education. 
Much  has  been  said,  nothing  effectual  has  been  done, 
and  the  situation  of  it  is  still  such  as  to  be  much 
regretted.  To  expatiate  upon  the  utility  of  a  general 
diffusion  of  knowledge,  would  be  as  idle  as  the  means 
of  effecting  it  appear  to  be  embarrassing.  The  fact 
however  is  palpable,  that  science  and  intellectual  im- 
provement are  far  behind  the  progress  of  wealth  and 
population.  Another  year  has  confirmed  me  in  the 
opinion  expressed  to  the  last  Legislature,  that  much 
good  could  be  attained  through  superior  instructors. 
Believing  that  these  may  be  acquired  in  a  very  simple 
manner,  I  presume  again  to  recommend  that  some 
mode  be  prescribed  by  law  for  ascertaining  the  quali- 
fications of  those  who  offer  to  Instruct  youth.  That 
such  as  are  approved,  and  who  at  the  expiration  of  the 
period  for  which  they  may  have  engaged  to  teach,  pro- 
duce a  favorable  report  of  the  conduct  and  progress  of 
the  school,  by  a  committee  to  be  for  that  purpose  ap- 
pointed in  each  county,  shall  receive  out  of  the  state 
treasury  a  small  salary  in  addition  to  individual  sub- 
scription. This,  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  would  be  the 
means  of  banishing  ignorance  and  negligence  from  pre- 
siding over  the  education  of  children,  and  prevent  that 
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deplorably  useless  consumption  of  time,  that  exhibi- 
tion of  idleness  and  demoralizing  habits,  so  commonly 
prevalent  at  our  country  schools. 

In  the  same  c'ommunication  I  submitted  also  a  plan 
for  rendering  more  energetic  and  efficient  our  militia 
force.  Impressed  with  the  great  importance  of  this 
subject,  yet,  having  nothing  new  to  offer,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  the  legislature  to  that  communication;  like- 
wise to  a  reiteration  of  a  wish  that  seduction  be  pun- 
ished as  a  criminal  offence.  That  regulations  be  made 
corrective  of  abuses  under  our  insolvent  laws,  and 
under  the  law  relative  to  mortgages;  amendments  of 
the  law,  generally  called  the  hundred  dollar  act ;  an  in- 
terposition on  behalf  of  the  unfortunate  and  unpro- 
tected wife  and  children  of  the  confirmed  drunkard; 
and  the  useless  multiplication  of  oaths  and  the  irre- 
verence with  which  they  are  administered — these  sub- 
jects, because  of  the  multiplicity  of  (perhaps)  more  im- 
portant business,  were  then  passed  over;  but  deeming 
them  of  some  importance  to  the  community,  I  recom- 
mend them  to  your  consideration. 

The  accompanying  documents  upon  the  subject  will 
show  that  the  thanks  of  the  commonwealth  to  captain 
Charles  Stewart  of  the  navy,  for  his  distinguished 
bravery  and  skill  in  the  engagement  between  the 
United  State  frigate  Constitution  and  the  British  ships 
of  war  Cyane  and  Levant,  were  presented  to  that  gal- 
lant officer  by  general  William  Duncan,  as  directed  by 
a  resolution  of  the  last  legislature,  together  with  an 
appropriate  sword,  ordered  by  the  same  resolution  as 
an  additional  token  of  approbation,  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania. 

The  obstacles  to  a  presentation  of  medals  to  commo- 
dore  Perry  and  his  brave  associates,  mentioned  in  my 
first  communication  to  the  last  legislature,  have  been 
obviated.  The  dies  have  been  sunk  by  an  approved 
artist,  and  the  medals  would  before  this  time  have 
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been  presented,  if  the  striking  of  them  had  not  been 
prevented  in  consequence  of  the  imperf ction  of  the  ma- 
chinery in  the  United  States  mint,  which  alone  was  of 
power  adequate  to  the  execution  of  them.  But  I  have 
assurance  that  this  obstacle  will  in  a  short  time  be  also 
surmounted. 

The  legislature  of  Louisiana,  duly  appreciating  the 
liberal  donation  of  our  last  General  Assembly  towards 
the  endowment  of  an  hospital  erecting  at  New  Orleans, 
have  passed  a  law  containing  the  provisions  prescribed 
in  the  act  of  this  state;  a  copy  whereof  and  of  other 
documents,  together  with  a  plan  of  the  building,  and 
copies  of  a  correspondence  on  the  subject,  is  herewith 
laid  before  you. 

A  considerable  number  of  muskets  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  camp  equipments  and  some  ordnance,  have  been 
collected  and  are  now  safely  deposited  in  the  arsenal 
at  this  place,  as  directed  by  law.  A  small  appropria- 
tion may  be  necessary  to  furnish  the  requisite  tools 
and  furniture  for  the  work  shops,  to  enable  the  armorer 
to  put  and  keep  in  repair  such  of  the  arms  as  were  in- 
jured during  the  late  war.  The  adjutant  general  will 
in  due  time  report  generally  upon  the  state  of  our 
militia,  and  upon  the  military  property  belonging  to 
the  state.  I  add  as  well  an  extract  of  a  letter  to  the 
executive  from  Wm.  Clark,  the  contractor  for  erecting 
the  arsenal  at  Meadville,  giving  an  account  of  the 
progress  of  that  building,  and  asking  an  additional  ap- 
propriation, as  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  principal 
of  the  ordnance  department,  proposing  to  deliver,  if 
the  state  should  prefer  it,  artillery  and  equipments,  in 
lieu  of  a  part  of  the  small  arms  to  w^hich  we  are  en- 
titled, under  the  act  of  congress  for  arming  the  whole 
militia  of  the  United  States. 

Under  a  law  of  the  last  legislature,  Robert  Brook  and 
Charles  Treziyulney,  gentlemen  of  science  and  acknowl- 
edged practical  skill,  were  appointed  on  the  twenty- 
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eighth  day  of  May  last  to  view  and  examine  the  route 
of  the  contemplated  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  the 
Senaca  lake  wijth  the  Tioga  river.  These  commission- 
ers proceeded  to  execute  the  trust,  but  not  having  re- 
turned, more  cannot  be  said  upon  this  interesting  sub- 
ject, than  that  their  report  as  soon  as  received  shall 
be  laid  before  the  legislature.  A  correspondence  with 
the  governor  of  New  York,  is  now  submitted. 

Nothing  has  yet  resulted  for  submission  to  the  legis- 
lature, from  the  commission  constituted  by  law  in  con- 
junction with  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  for  adjusting 
the  controversy  that  has  arisen  between  that  state 
and  Pennsylvania,  in  consequence  of  obstructions  to 
the  navigation  in  the  Delaware,  said  to  have  been 
created  under  a  law  of  New  Jersey. 

From  applications  made  to  the  Land  Office  for 
patents,  it  has  been  discovered,  that  the  late  John 
Nicholson,  deceased,  is  interested  in  large  bodies  of 
lands  which  remained  concealed  from  the  commission- 
ers, who  pr-ocured  for  the  state  by  compromise  and  sale 
of  such  part  of  his  estate  as  became  known  to  them, 
payment  on  account  of  her  lien  upon  his  estate.  That 
commission  having  ceased,  and  the  accounts  of  the  com- 
missioners being  closed,  there  is  not  vested  in  any 
one,  authority  to  benefit  the  state  by  the  discovery. 
In  order  to  secure  paj^ment  of  a  large  debt  yet  due  the 
commonwealth,  I  recommend  the  enactment  of  a  law 
on  similar  principles  with  the  one  under  which  the 
late  commissioners  acted. 

The  accompanying  financial  report  by  the  Auditor 
General,  not  withstanding  the  laudable  appropriation 
and  liberal  expenditure  of  public  treasure  in  aid  of 
roads,  bridges  and  other  public  improvements,  presents 
an  unexpended  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  day 
of  November  last  of  |160,199.09.  A  small  sum  is  found 
to  have  been  expended  in  providing  more  materials  for 
the  intended  State  Capitol.     Possessing  ample  means, 
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the  adoption  of  a  plan  for  the  building  seems  to  be  the 
only  obstacle  to  an  immediate  prosecution  of  this 
highly  desirable  and  necessary  work.  This  unexpect- 
ed balance  and  the  anticipated  increase  of  funds,  will 
allow  free  scope  for  the  enlarged  views  entertained 
by  our  constituents  for  the  improvement  of  the  state. 

Having  discharged  as  well  the  constitutional  injunc- 
tion as  those  duties  assigned  by  law,  and  recommended 
what  in  my  judgment  would  promote  the  public  weal, 
it  remains  for  me  to  add,  that  it  has  even  given  me  the 
purest  pleasure  to  co-operate  with  the  General  As- 
sembly in  such  measures  as  were  calculated  to  perpet- 
uate the  happiness  of  our  constituents;  that  in  the 
discharge  of  executive  functions,  I  was  ever  solicitous 
to  collect  my  duty  from  a  just  appreciation  of  every 
circumstance  by  which  it  might  be  affected.  I  heard 
with  attention,  and  endeavored  to  decide  with  in- 
tegrity. I  had  a  wish,  it  is  true,  to  regard  the  public 
voice,  and  I  confess  myself  to  have  been  ambitious  to 
conciliate  and  enjoy  the  public  confidence.  But  I 
could  never  abandon  the  superior  claims  of  self  appro- 
bation and  conscious  rectitude.  Satisfied  on  these 
points,  (and  ever  aware  that  in  the  performance  of 
executive  duties  by  a  merely  practical  man,  it  is  diffi- 
cult if  not  impossible  to  avoid  error)  I  have  ever  acted 
without  in  the  least  regarding  what  the  world  might 
say  about  it ;  and  those  who  know  me  best  can  bear  wit- 
ness, that  I  have  borne  with  patience  the  consequences 
which  to  me,  have  casually  resulted  from  them.  For 
the  errors  I  may  have  committed,  I  am  consoled  with 
the  reflection  that  perhaps  no  important  good  was  ever 
altogether  free  from  alloy,  and  l:hat  my  fellow-citizens 
will,  I  trust,  charitably  find  a  palliation  in  the  motive 
which  at  any  time  may  have  mislead  me. 

The  confidence  and  support  which  I  have  experienced 
from  my  fellow  citizens,  for  the  greater  portion  of  an 
active  life,  has  impressed  my  mind  with  deep  and  last- 
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ing  gratitude.  A  consciousness  of  having  with  dili- 
gence and  fidelity  endeavoured  to  discharge  the  duties 
which  a  partial  i>ublic  has  on  various  occasions  as- 
signed me,  and  of  the  liberality  which  has  been  evinced 
towards  me  by  a  succession  of  the  legislatures  during 
an  arduous  administration,  heightens  the  satisfaction 
I  have  in  surrendering  it  to  an  able  successor.  And 
whilst  I  bid  you,  and  my  fellow-citizens  generally,  an 
affectionate  farew^ell,  I  implore  for  my  country  the 
blessings  of  an  all  wise  superintending  Providence. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
Harrisburg,  December  5,  1817. 


To  Captain  Charles  Stewart  transmitting  a  Vote  of 
Thanks  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  for  his 
distinguished  Services  during  the  late  War,  with  a 
Sword  given  in  the  name  of  the  People  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Harrisburg,  2d  August,  1817. 
To  Captain  Charles  Stewart: 
Sir— 

1HAVE  THE  HONOR  TO  PRESENT  TO  YOU  (AS 
you  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  legislative  re- 
solve) the  grateful  thanks  voted  by  the  representa- 
tives of  your  fellow  citizens,  for  your  brave  conduct  in 
the  capture,  during  the  late  war,  with  an  inferior  force- 
under  your  command,  of  the  British  ships  of  war  Cyane 
and  Levant.  As  still  more  expressive  of  patriotic 
feeling,  I  present  also  as  directed,  in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania,  through  my  aid  general  Wil- 
liam Duncan,  a  sword,  which  you  are  asked  to  accept, 
in  token  of  their  full  approbation;  and  I  add,  as  com- 
memorative likewise  of  that  bravery,  gallantry  and 
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skill,  which  has  humbled  an  haughty  and  heretofore 
unconquered  foe. 

I  shall  feel  mj^self  honored,  if  along  with  the  gen- 
eral applause  of  our  fellow  citizens,  you  will  accept 
assurances  of  high  consideration,  from 

SIMON  SNYDER. 


To  the  Governor  of  New  York,  transmitting  an  Act 
of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  for  connecting 
the  waters  of  Senaca  Lake  and  Tioga  River. 

Harrisburg,  September  3d,  1817. 
Sir: 

FOR  OBVIOUS  REASONS,  I  TAKE  THE  LIB- 
erty  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  an 
act  passed  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
at  their  last  session,  under  the  authority  of  which  I 
have  appointed  Robert  Brooke  and  Charles  Trizeyulny, 
Esquires,  the  former  of  Philadelphia,  the  latter  of 
Centre  county,  commissioners.  Those  gentlemen  have 
fixed  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  the  present  month  to  meet 
at  the  head  of  the  Seneca  Lake,  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
forming the  duties  contemplated  by  the  law. 

I  anticipate  no  objection  to  a  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  this  state  to  carry  into  effect  some  portion  of 
the  vast  internal  improvements  contemplated  by  the 
enterprising  and  liberal  legislature  of  the  state  over 
which  you  preside.  Should  however  any  present  them- 
selves to  your  mind,  or  your  excellency  should  have  any 
suggestions  to  make  on  the  subject,  I  shall  feel  grati- 
fied by  any  early  answer  to  this  letter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
His  Excellency  Dewitt  Clinton,  Esq.,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New  York. 
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Albany,  20tli  September,  1S17. 

Sir — My  absence  from  this  place  has  prevented  an 
earlier  reply  to  jour  excellency's  communication  of 
the  3d  instant. 

The  measures  adopted  by  Pennsylvania  to  connect 
the  waters  of  the  Seneca  Lake  and  Tioga  river,  exhi- 
bits an  intelligent,  enterprising  and  patriotic  spirit; 
and  the  benefits  which  will  arise  from  the  execution  of 
the  plan,  will  be  experienced  in  the  creation  of  an  ex- 
tensive inland  trade,  and  in  the  consequent  encourage- 
ment of  agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures.  The 
obvious  tendency  of  this  measure  is  to  facilitate  the 
transportation  of  commodities  from  this  to  neighbor- 
ing states.  From  a  full  persuasion  that  the  prosperity 
of  our  country  will  be  best  advanced  by  multiplying  the 
markets  for  our  productions,  and  by  an  intimate  and 
beneficial  connexion  between  the  different  members  of 
the  confederacy,  I  consider  it  a  sacred  duty  to  over- 
look local  considerations,  and  to  promote  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power,  this  and  every  other  plan  which  may  be 
subservient  to  these  important  objects.  And  I  cherish 
with  confidence  the  opinion,  that  the  state  over  which 
you  preside  will,  under  the  influence  of  an  enlightened 
public  spirit,  co-operate  with  this  state  in  promoting 
our  contemplated  navigable  communications  between 
the  northern  and  western  lakes  and  the  Atlantic  ocean. 

Under  this  impression,  I  now  transmit  to  your  ex- 
cellency the  official  report  of  the  canal  commissioners, 
and  the  acts  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     DeWitt  Clinton. 
Governor  Snvder. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents. 

I  LAY  BEFORE  YO  U  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  GOV- 
ernor  of  Kentucky,  covering  a  resolution  adopted 
by   the  legislature  of  that  state,  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Also  a  letter  from  the  Grovernor  of  New  Jersey,  cov- 
ering a  proposition  for  amending  the  same  instrument. 

A  communication  from  the  executive  department  of 
the  state  of  Delaware,  relative  to  the  interchange  of 
laws,  is  also  added.  To  reciprocate  the  transmission 
to  us,  of  the  laws  of  our  sister  states,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  alter  the  present  provision  for  distributing  the 
Acts  of  the  General  Assembly. 

I  add  a  letter  from  William  A.  Mercein,  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  publisher  of  a  system  of  military  tactics 
and  discipline,  recognized  as  he  states,  as  the  national 
one  for  governing  the  infantry  of  the  United  States, 
soliciting  the  patronage  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  December  15, 1817. 

State  of  Kentucky. 

Frankfort,  August  23,  1817. 
Sir — I  herewith  transmit  to  your  excellency  the  copy 
of  a  resolution  passed  by  the  legislature  of  this  state 
at  their  last  session. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient, 

[Signed]     Gabl.  Slaughter. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Resolution  proposing  an  article  of  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Kentucky,  That  the  following  amendment 
61— Vol.  IV— 4th  Ser. 
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be  proposed  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  wit.  "That  no  law  varying  the  compensation  of  the 
members  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  shall 
take  effect  until  the  time  for  which  the  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  that  congress  hy 
which  the  law  was  passed,  shall  have  expired : 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instruct- 
ed, and  our  representatives  requested  to  use  their  ex- 
ertions to  procure  the  passage  of  the  foregoing  amend- 
ment. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  gover- 
nor of  this  commonwealth,  be  requested  to  transmit 
copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  each  of  our  sena- 
tors and  representatives  in  congress,  and  that  he  also 
transmit  to  the  executives  of  the  several  states  like 
copies,  with  a  request  to  lay  the  same  before  the  legis- 
latures thereof,  soliciting  their  exertions  and  co-opera- 
tion in  procuring  the  aforesaid  amendment  to  be 
adopted,  and  made  part  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

State  of  Delaware. 

Executive  Department,  Dover,  20th  Oct.  1817. 
Sir — By  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  state, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  interchange  of  laws,"  the 
Governor  is  "empowered  and  required  to  transmit  to 
the  Executive  of  each  state  of  the  United  States,  three 
copies  of  the  laws  that  have  heretofore  becm  enacted, 
and  also  three  copies  of  all  laws  that  shall  be  hereafter 
enacted  annually,  and  request  a  like  interchange  from 
them."  In  obedience  to  this  law  and  by  the  direction 
of  the  Governor,  I  lately  transmitted  to  your  excellency 
three  copies  of  all  the  laws  of  Delaware  to  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature  inclusive.  Three  copies  of  those 
that  shall  hereafter  be  enacted  will  be  regularly  trans- 
mitted. I  solicit  the  attention  of  your  excellency  to 
the  last  number  of  the  section  above  quoted,  and  re- 
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quest  a  like  interchange  of  all  the  laws  of  the  state 
over  which  you  preside. 

The  laws  that  I  have  sent  on,  are  safely  packed  in  a 
box  addressed  to  your  excellency  to  the  care  of  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  who  promised  to  for- 
ward them  from  that  city. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     H.  M.  Ridgely, 
Secretary  of  State. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  state  of  Pennnsyl- 
vania,  Harrisburg. 

New  Jersey. 

Trenton,  June  5,  1817. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  certain 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey  at  their  last  session,  and  to  request  that 
the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  legislature  of  the 
state  over  which  you  preside,  for  their  consideration 
and  adoption. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  high  consideration. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     Isaac  H.  Williamson. 
The  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

State  of  New  Jersey. 

House  of  Assembly,  Feb.  13, 1817. 
Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  repre- 
sentatives in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  each 
state  shall  by  its  legislature  be  divided  into  a  number 
of  districts  equal  to  the  number  of  representatives  to 
which  such  state  inay  be  entitled.  The  districts  shall 
be  formed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain  as 
nearly  as  may  be  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants  en- 
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titled  by  the  constitution  to  be  represented.  In  each 
district  the  qualified  voters  shall  elect  one  representa- 
tive and  no  more.  That  for  the  purpose  of  appointing 
electors  for  the  president  and  vice-president  of  the 
United  States,  in  each  district  entitled  to  elect  a  repre- 
sentative in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  the  per- 
sons qualified  to  vote  for  representatives,  shall  appoint 
one  elector  and  no  more.  The  additional  two  electors 
to  which  each  state  is  entitled,  shall  be  appointed  in 
such  manner  as  the  legislature  thereof  may  direct. 
The  electors  when  convened,  shall  have  power  in  case 
any  of  them  appointed  as  above  prescribed  shall  fail 
to  attend,  for  the  purposes  of  their  said  appointment, 
on  the  day  prescribed  for  giving  their  votes  for  presi- 
dent and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  to  ap- 
point another  or  others  to  act  in  the  place  of  him  or 
them  so  failing  to  attend.  Neither  the  districts  for 
choosing  representatives,  nor  those  for  appointing 
electors  shall  be  altered  in  any  state  until  a  census  and 
apportionment  of  representatives  under  it,  subsequent 
to  the  division  of  the  states  into  districts  shall  be  made. 
The  division  of  states  into  districts  hereby  provided 
for,  shall  take  place  immediately  after  this  amendment 
shall  be  adopted,  and  ratified  as  a  part  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States;  and  successively  imme- 
diately afterwards  whenever  a  census  and  apportion 
ment  of  representatives  under  it  shall  be  made.  The 
division  of  each  state  into  districts  for  the  purposes 
both  of  choosing  representatives  and  of  appointing 
electors,  shall  be  altered  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  this  amendment,  and  on  no  other  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives 
requested  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the  said  amendment 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  of  this 
state,  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  preceding 


Simon  Snyder.  965 

resolution  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives 
in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  and  also  to  the 
governors  of  the  several  states,  with  a  request  that  the 
same  may  be  laid  before  their  respective  legislatures 
for  their  consideration  and  adoption. 

Sir — I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  to  your  ex- 
cellency '^Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Field  Exercise 
and  Manoeuvres  of  Infantry,"  adopted  by  the  war  de- 
partment. As  the  system  of  military  tactics  and  disci- 
pline displayed  and  illustrated  in  this  book  is  recog- 
nized as  the  national  one  and  must  govern  the  Infantry 
of  the  United  States  and  the  militia  called  into  their 
service,  it  is  of  primary  importance,  that  it  should  be 
extensively  diffused  and  generally  understood.  Under 
this  impression  I  have  thought  proper  to  apply  to  the 
respective  state  governments  for  their  patronage — 
Connecticut  has  taken  2,500  copies.  South  Carolina 
2,000  and  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  its  receiving  the  fa- 
vourable notice  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  the 
commander  in  chief,  the  general  staff,  and  other  high 
military  authorities  having  already  expressed  their  de- 
cided approbation  of  its  utility,  and  of  the  expediency 
of  its  circulation. 

The  price  of  the  book  of  rules  and  the  accompanying 
book  of  plates,  if  a  number  be  taken,  will  be  two  dol- 
lars. 

I  respectfully  solicit  your  excellency's  favourable  in- 
terposition on  this  occasion,  and  shall  feel  gratified 
with  a  reply  as  early  as  your  important  avocations  will 
permit. 

I  am  sir, 

Your  excellency's 

most  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]     William  A.  Mercein. 

No.  93  Gold  street,  New  York,  Nov.  1817. 
To  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Date  of  meeting  of,    117. 
Extra  session  of  1800,  454,   457. 

on  account  of  the   "whiskey  insurrection,"  287,  288. 
First  annua":  message  to,   675. 
General,    115. 


BALDWIN,   Henry,   member  of  congress,   910. 
Bank  notes,    807,   837,  854. 

Larceny   of,    754. 
of  unincorporated,  826. 

of  North  America,    Loan  from,   169,   172,   175,   226. 

ot  Pennsylvania,  261,  281,  284,   736,  759,  687. 

system.   General,   Veto  of  an  act  for  a,  805. 

Veto  of  a  bill  regulating,   836. 
Bankruptcy  laws,   203,   247. 

Bard,   David,  member  of  congress,  537,  588,   666,  727,  777,  867,  880. 
Baxter,   John  G.,    Inventor  of  a  yarn  making  machine,   671. 
Bechkercher,    Peter,    Murder   of,    488. 
Bentham,    Jeremy,    on  public   law,    920. 
Biddle,   Charles,   Biographical  note,  33. 

Lieuterant  James,  Acknowledgement  of  presentation  sword,  873. 

Presertation    of   sword   to,    870,    S72. 
Big  Tree,   Grants  to  the  Indian  chief,   164. 
Bills    in   assen  bly,    118. 

of  credit,    19,   26,  29,  72,    93,    144,   155,  178,  185,  210,  244,  553. 
Binney,     E>r.    Barnabas,    surety   for   John   Nicholson,    482. 
Boden,    Andrew,    m.fmber   of   congress,    910. 
Boileau,  Nathaniel  B.,   appointed  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,   ( 

reappointed  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  764,   862. 
Bollman,   Eric,  on  platina,  861,   871,  895. 
Borough,   Veto  of  an  act  to  incorporate  Orwigsburg  into  a,    799. 
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Boude,   Tbcmas,  member  of  congress,  473. 

Bounclary  line  between  Huntingdon  and  Mifflin  counties,  188,   189,   199. 

Boundary  or   State,    Northern,    25. 

We.stern,   12. 

lines.    67. 
Brenneman,  Reward  for,   Jacob,  578. 
Bright,    Michael,    Adjutant   General,    arrested  by  a  United  States  Marshal, 

680,   693,   695,   703. 
Brown,   Robert,  member  of  congress,   588,    666,  727,   777. 
Burn,   James,   a  felon.   Reward  for,    39. 
Burnside,  Thomas,  member  of  congress,  879,  911. 


CA  ANAL.,    between   the   Allegheny  and  Susquehanna,   36. 
^      Con  panj'.    Union,    Proclamation    of    certain   privileges,    744. 
connection  between  the  Susquehanna  and  the  great  lakes,   898. 
Delaware  and  Chesapeake,  471,  513,  584,  823. 
from  Seneca  lake  to  Tioga  river,  955,  959,  960. 
questions,   915. 

system,    750.  • 

Inland,  Virginia  on  an,  898. 
Canals,  On  state,  73.  196,  731,  822. 
Capital,  On  removing  the,  to  Lancaster,  425. 

On  removing  the,    to  Harrisburg,    741. 
Capitol,   Construction  of,   923. 

Carlisle,  Jurisdiction  over  certain  United  States  property  near.   897. 
Carnahan,   James,   Veto  of  an  act  granting  certain  powers  to  the  adminis- 
trators of   the  estate  of,   534. 
Cavalry.  Militia.  850. 
Census   of   1815,    864. 

Septennial,  431. 
Charter,    Original,    of   Charles    II  and   the   Duke  of  York  to  William  Penn. 

769.    771.    " 
Chesapeake   canal.    Delaware   and,    471,    513,    584,   823. 
Claims  of  the  state  against  the  United  States,  171,  177. 
Clay,   Joseph,    membei  of  congress,  557,   588. 
Clymer,    George,    member  of   congress,    69. 
Commercial   convention  proposed   by  Virginia,    36. 
Coins,  Regulation  of,  145. 
College   of   Philadelphia,   153. 
Commonwealth,   Suits  against  the,  168. 
Comptroller   general.    Instructions    to,    78. 

Veto  of  an  act  to  alter  the  mode  of  appointing  the,   560. 
Conard,   John,    member  of  congress,    776. 
Congress,   Apportionnient  of  members   of,   765. 

Cons-titutional  amendment  prohibiting  the  alteration  of  the  pay  of  mem- 
bers  of,    to  take   effect  before   the   expiration   of   their  terms  of  ser- 
vice,   961. 
amendment  regarding  apportionment  of  members  of,    963. 
Documents   triinsmitted   from,    9. 

Kentucky  legislature  on  the  inclusion  of  slaves  in  computing  the  popu- 
lation for  representation  in,   553. 
Need  of  additional  accommodations  for,   246. 
Representation  in,    233. 

Representatives   in,    69,    71,    227,    330,    467.    472,    476,    536,    541,    586,    587.    665, 
672.   726,   776,   804,    813,    814,   816,   866,    S79,   909,   911,   948. 
Proposed   ccrstitutional   amendment  relative   to,    797. 
Connecticut  claimants'  title  to  lands  in  Luzerne  county,  344. 
Pre  posed  cession  of  territory  claimed  by,   10. 

settlers,   17,   18,  20,   27,   28,   42,   181,   326,   328,   344,   416,   427,   463,   474    487    489 
493,   505,  511,  545. 
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Conrad,  Frederick,  member  of  congress,  537. 
Constables,   Veto  of  act  for  choosing,   496. 
Constiti'tion  of  1790,    115. 

c(  the  United  States,   Proposed  amendments  to,  285,  532,  548,  550,  557,  627, 
633,    634,    665,    668,    712,    713,    714,   716,    717,    718,    719,    722,    723.    725,    737,    738, 
739,    740,    741,    743,    761,    767,    770,    795,    797,    832,    961,    963. 
Constitiiticnal    amendment    for  a   tribunal   to   settle   disputes   between   state 
and  general  government,  712,  717,  719,   725,    738,  741. 

prohibiting  the  alteration  of  the  pay  of  congressmen  to  take  effect  before 
the  expiration  of  their  terms  of  sarvice,  961. 

prohibiting  the  receipt  of  titles,   decorations,  etc..  Proposed,  743,  761,  767, 
770,    795. 

reducing  term  of  office  of  senators  to  four  years.   Proposed,  832. 

regarding  apportionment  of  congressmen  and  senators,   Proposed,  963. 

relative   to    representatives    in    congress   and   presidential    electors.    Pro- 
posed,  797. 

restricting  em.bargo  powers,   Proposed,    717,   723,   737,   739,   740. 
Convict    immigrants,    67. 
Cornplanter,    Grant   to    Indian   chief,    164. 
Coroners,    Constitutional   provisions   for,    125. 
Council,    Powers   of,    transferred   to  governor,    204. 

Recommendations  in  connection  with  the   abolition  of  the,    147. 
County  bcundaries,    Huntingdon-Mifflin,   222,    243. 

officers,    Constitutional  provisions   for,    126. 
Court  martial  fines.  Collection  of,  895. 

held  at  Greersburg,   Action  en  a,   in  1814,   943. 
Court  of  common  pleas.   Defect  noted  by  president  of,   225. 

State  cases  in  the   United  States  supreme,   558. 

Supreme,   Tax  upon  the  office  of  prothonotary  or  clerk  of  the,  482. 

Veto  of   an   act    prohibiting   the   citation   of   cases  and   precedents   other 
than  these   of  a,    in  the  United  States,    612. 
Courts,    Cinstitutional  provisions  for,   528. 

Improvement  of  the,    182,    240,    414,   581,    623. 

Judges   of  the  United  States,   Vermont   legislature  on   provisions  for  re- 
moving.  627,   633. 

Provisions  for,    887. 

Reports   of,    683. 

Revision  of  laws  for,  182. 

Rights  of  citizens'  In,   129. 
United  States,   Opposition  to  asserted  jurisdiction  of,  667,  678,   691,   712. 

Vetoes   relating   to  the,    564,   566. 

Workings  of  the,   129,   182,   240,   414,   528,    564,    566,   571,   581,   623,    887,   916. 
Craig,    John,   Murder  by,   945. 

Crawford,  Dr.  John,  member  of  congress,  666,  727,  777,  867. 
Creek  Indians,    Letter  of  amity  to,   103. 
Criminals,    Labor  recommended   as    punishment   for,    6. 
Crouch,   Edward,  member  of  congress,    816. 
Cimfcerland  county   to  Pittsburgh,    Road   from,    66. 


DALLAS,      Alexander     James,      appointed     secretary    of    the     common 
wealth,    160 
reappointed   secretary   of  the  commonwealth,   280,    376,    442. 
Resignation   as   secretary    of   the   commonwealth,    481. 
Dams,  Veto  of  a  bill  for,   across  navigable  streams,   521. 
Darlington,    Isaac,    member  of  congress,   909. 

William,    member  of  congress,    S66. 
Davis     Dr.   Roger,    member  of  congress,   727. 
Death   sentence,    684. 
Debt,    Public,    145. 
Debts,   Veto  o^  an  act  for  the  recovery  of,  519. 

for  th"  recovery  of,    not  exceeding  one  hundred   dollars,   496. 
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Debtors'   arartments   in   the  Philadelphia  prison,    212. 
Impriecnment   of,    forbidden,    130. 
On  laws  for  confinement  of,   355. 
Decatur,  Commodore  Stephen,  Acknowledgement  of  presentation  sword,   873. 

Presentation   of  sword  to,    870,   872. 
Declaration   of  rights  of  1790,   127. 

Decorations,    Prohibition  of   receipt  of,   743,   761,   767,   770. 
Delaware   and   Chesapeake  canal,    471,    513,    584,    823. 
bridge  company.   New  Hope,  768. 
Exchange  of  printed  laws  initiated  by,  962. 

legislature  on  the  Massachusetts  proposition   restricting   embargo,    740. 
river.    Encroachments   on   the    navigation   of   the,    187. 
Navigation  of,   58,    73,   92,    »8. 
New  Jersey  legislature  on   fisheries  in,   688. 

On  a  difference  with  New  Jersey  on  an  obstruction  to  the,  874,   &37. 
Delinquent  officers.    Remedies  for,   789. 
Disputes,  Veto  of  an  act  for  the  adjustment  of,  519. 
Drunkenness.    918. 


EDUCATION,    Constitutional  provisions  for,   127. 
Development  of  facilities  for,  322,    388,   686. 
in  1817,    Condition   of,    953. 
On  the  general  diffusion  of,    362. 
Provisions  for,  153,  462,   570,  733,  749,  786,  891,  920. 
Election  laws.  Defects  in,  430,   460. 

Veto  of  an  amendment  to  the,   515. 
of  president  and  vice  president.   Proposed  constitutional  amendment  con- 
cerning  the,   532. 
Elections,   Constitutional  provisions  for,  122. 
Contested,  66. 

On  a  bill  to  regulate  general,  379. 
Veto  of  a  bill  to  regulate  general,  387. 
Electors,  Presidential,  70,  71,   233,  356,  359,  465,   539,    542,  646,   648,  774,  779,   798, 
912,    914. 
North  Carolina  proposed  constitutional  amendment  concerning,  797. 
Proclamation  convoking  the  assembly  to  provide  lor  the  choice  of,  452. 
Previsions  for,  454,  457,  460. 
Ellmaker,   Amos,   member  of  congress,    867,   880. 
Embargo    powers,     Massachusetts    proposed    constitutional    amendment    on, 

689,   717,    723,  737,    739,   740. 
England,    Peace  of  Ghent  with,   1815,   868. 
Epidemic  of  malignant  fever.  On  a  contagious,  267,  283,  383,  386,  405,  426,  500. 

severe,   occasioning  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,   394. 
Equipment  for  the  militia,  468,  783,   055. 
Erie,   Hostile  Indians  before,   783. 

Insecurity  of  public  property  at,   8^)9. 
I^ake,   and  northern  boundary,  25. 
Battle  of.  819. 
frontier.   Militia  on,  833. 
Lands  on,  734. 

Indian,  48,  49,   54,   68,   75,  83. 
Purchase  of,   178,    191,    192. 
tract.   Purchase  of  the,   225. 
War  of  1812  on.  783,   819,  828,  853. 
Execution   of  the  death  sentence,    684. 
Extradition  from   Virginia,   Question  of,  179,   218,   220,   222. 


I 


Index.  973 


FAST  DAY,    Proclamation  of  a,  840. 
Fever,   Epidemic  of,  394,   405,   426,    500,   569. 
Yellow,   in  Philadelphia,  444. 
Finances,    State,   78,   91,    142,   169,   172,   175,   184,    190,   194,   205,    226,   235,   243,    260, 
272,   277,  281,  308,   324,   349,  369,   401,  419,  431,  464,  480,  505,   530,  546,  584,   619, 
626,  652,  687,   759,  788,  789,  810,  828,  853,  857,  862,   863.   885,  891,  899,    900,  902, 
905,  955. 
Lieg'ish'.tion   recommended    for,    7. 

"Veto  of  an  act  to  provide   for  the  settlement  of  accounts  pertaining 
to,   61l<. 
Findley,  William,  member  of  congress,   202,  228,  330,  537,  588,  666,  728,  777,  867. 

member  ccustituticnal   convention  of  1790,   135. 
Fines,   Labor  recommiended  as  a  substitute  for,   6. 
Fire,    Danger  of,   to  public  records,    92. 

Fisheries  in  the  Delaware,  New  Jersey  legislature  on,   688. 
Fitzsimmons,    Thcmas,    member  of  congress,    69,   202,   228. 
Flax,   purchase  of  a  machine  making  yarn  from,   recommended,   671. 
Fui^ign  relations,    421. 
Fort  at  Le  Boeuf.  S27,   328.   329. 
at   Mud    Island,    272,    281,    283. 
Franklin,    217. 
Pitl,    177. 
France,  War  in,  1816,  881. 
P'ranchise,    Electoral,    885. 

for  the  militia,  785. 
Franklin,    Benjamin,    Biographical  sketch,    3. 

Papers  as  president  of  the  supreme  executive  council,   6. 
Portrait  by   Martin,    presented  to  the  state,   101. 
Frontier,   Defence  of,   231,   258,   271,   323,    327,   328,  329,   342,   345. 
Towns   on   the  northwest,    354. 
Western,   Defence  of,    214,   215,    216,   217. 
Trtrusion  on  the,    624. 


GALLAGHER,   John,   accused  of  murder,   645. 
Gallatin,   Albert,    Election  to  United  States  senate  declared  void,   283. 
member  of  congress,   o30,   473. 
member  constitutional  convention  of  1790,    135. 
Garrett,   Andrew,   murder  and  robbery  of,  778. 

Georgia  legislature  on  constitutional  amendment  prohibiting  receipt  of  titles, 
decorations,   etc.,    770. 
on  Massachusetts   proposition   restricting  embargo,    717. 
on    Pcni.pylvania    constitutional   amendment   concerning   disputes   be- 
tween  state    and   general    governments,    725. 
on  Vii-ginia  proposition  regarding  removal  of   senators,    668. 
Glasgow,    Hugh,    member  of  congress,   777,   867. 
Gloninger,   John,  member  of  congress,  776,  816. 
Gobin,   Edward,    Reward  for  murderer  of,   535. 
Governor,   Duties,   powers  and  functions  of,   119,   133. 

Po-weir:   of  council   transferred  to,    204. 
Great  Britain,   Peace  of  Ghent  with,   1815,  868. 
Gregg,  Andrew,  member  of  congre.ss,  202,  228,  330,  473,  537. 
Griflin,    Isaac,  member  of  congress,   804,   867. 


HAHN,    Dr.  John,   member  of  congress,   866. 
Hpmilton,   James,   Murder  of,   610. 
John,    member  of  congress,    538. 
Hanna,    John  A.,  member  of  congress,   473,  537. 
Harrisburt,.   On  removing  the  capital  to,   741. 

Harrison,    General    William   Henry,    Extra   compensation   to   militia   serving 
under,    804. 
Suggestions  of,  803. 
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Hartly,   Then  as,    member  of  congress,    69,   202,   228,    330. 
Health  laws.    Defects  in,    735. 

E.xpiration  by  limitation,    922. 
\eto  of   a  bill  concerning  the,    355. 

office,  243,  267,  283,  383,   386,  -IQS,  426,  528,   544,  569,  759. 
Veto  of  a  bill  relating  to  the,   425,   940. 
Work  of  in  the  epidemic  of  1796,  394. 
•Heister.  Daniel,   member  of  congress,  69,  202,   228,   330,  666. 

John,   member  of  congress,   E-88. 
Hemp,  Purchase  of  a  machine  to  make  yarn  from,   recommended,   671. 
Hemphill,   Joseph,   member  of  congress,   472. 
Henderson,   Matthew,  Murder  of,  830. 

Henlopen,  Cape,  Cession  to  the  United  States  of  certain  property  at,  100. 
Hiester,    Joseph,    member  constitutional  convention  of  1790,   135. 

member  of  congress,   473,   867.  910. 
Horkinscn,  J'oseph,  member  of  congress,  866,  909. 
Hoge,  John,  membei  of  congress,  541. 

William,  member  of  congress,  476,  r-S8. 
Hcspital  rn  State  Island,   106. 

Pennsylvania,  404. 
Howell,  Reading,   Map  of  the  state,   93,  246. 
Hundred  dollar  act.  Veto  of  an,    496. 
Hunter,    Edward,    Murder  of,    945. 

Huntingdon  county,   Boundary  of,   188,   189,    199,   222  ,243. 
Hyneiran,   John  M.,    member  of  congress,   727,    777,   816. 


IMPEACHMENT,    Constitutional  provisions   for,   122. 
Immigrants,   Convict,   67. 
Imn>crality,    Remedies  urged  for,   685. 
Ir.ccndiaries,   Reward  for,   94.   842. 

in  York,   517. 
Incendiarism  in  the  state.  Prevalence  of,  749. 
Intiusions  on  the  western  borders,  624. 
Indian  chiif,   Big  Tree,   request  for  a  patent  to  an  island  in  the  Allegheny, 

158,   164. 
Indian   chief,   Cornplanter,   Letter  to,   109,    112. 

on  a  presumed  mistake  in  connection  with  a  land  purchase,  158. 
Resurvey  of  certain  lands  requested  by,   161. 
Deration  to   the  sons   of  an,    758. 
Claims ,    concerning  various,    159. 

lands  on  Lake  Erie,  Purchase  of,  48,  49,   54,   6g,  75,  83. 
Indians,    Creek,   Letter  of  amity  to,    103. 
Depredations  of  hostile,  176. 

of  on  western  frontier,   214,   215,   216,   217. 
Defencv   against,    231,    342. 
Expenses  of  a  visit  from  certain,  160. 
Failure  or   negotiations  for  peace  with,    266. 
Frontier  defence  against,  258,   271,  323,  327,  328,   329,  345. 
Hostile,   before  Erie,   783. 
Invasion  of  Pittsburgh  by,  Danger  of,  214. 
Murder  of  on  Beaver  Creek,    178. 

of  two  friendly,   59,   60,   102,  106,  108. 
Remuneration     to     Robert    King     for    bearing     dispatches   to   the     Pine 

creek,  165. 
Seneca,  Expenses  of  journey  of,  15^. 

Fui  ds  for  certain,   164. 
Settlement  at  Presqu'  Isle,   303. 
Six  nations,    invited  to  Philadelphia,   99,   107. 

Temper  of  the,  35. 
Treaty  of  peace  with  certain,    354. 
Ingersoll,  Charles  Jared,  member  of  congress,  776. 
Ingham,   Samuel  D..  member  of  congress,  777,  867. 
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Insurrection  in  Northampton  county,   424. 

lodan,   Reward  for  the  robbers  of  Peter  and  Francis, 

Ireland,  Quarantine  against,  181. 

Iron  mines,  f>16. 

Irvine.  William,   member  of  congress,  228. 

Irwin,  Jared,  member  of  congress,  777,  867. 


JACKSON,  Dr.  David,   surety  for  John  Nicholson,  482. 
Jacobs,   Israel,   member  of  congress,   202. 
Jamison,   James,   Murder  by,    589. 
Jay,   John,   transmits  letter  of  John  Paul  Jones,   9. 
Jtnkins,  Robert,  member  of  congress,  588,  666. 
Jones,  John  Paul,   Letter  of,  9. 

Rev.   David,  Case  against  the  state,  168. 

William,   member  of  congress,   472. 
Judges  of  the  United  States  courts,   Vermont  legislature  on  provisions  for  re- 
moving,  627,    G33. 
Judiciary,   Constitutional  provisions  for,  123. 

establishment.   Error  in  the,    225. 

Improvement  of  the,  240,   414,  429. 
Juniata  ri^  er.  Navigation  of,   58,   59,  92,  174. 
Jurisprudence,    Defects  in   the  state,   824. 

Jury,   Veto  of  an  act  to  extend  the  right  of  peremptory  challenge,   606. 
Justice,    Administration  of,   571,   950. 

Defects  in  the  system  of,   623. 

Obstruction  of,  528. 

Veto  of  an  act  regulating  the  administration  of,  564. 
Justice  of  the  peace.  Veto  of  an  act  extending  the  powers  of  the,  522. 


KELLY,   James,  member  of  congress,   537,   588. 
Kentucky  legislature  on  constitutional  amendment  prohibiting  receipt 

of  titles,   decorations,   etc.,  743 
on   Pennsylvania   constitutional   amendment   concerning   disputes    be- 
tween state  and  general  governments,  741. 
on    the    inclusion    of    slaves    in    computing   the    population    for   con- 
gressional representation,   ,^53. 
on  the  land  question,   551. 
resolutions  approving  the  maintenance  of  the  Union,  595. 
King,    Robert,    Remuneration   for  dispatches  carried  by,    to  the   Indians   at 

Pine  Creek,   165. 
Kittera,   John  Wilkes,   member  of  congress,   202,   228,    330. 


LAEOR  recomnended  as  a  substitute  for  fines,  6. 
Lj'.ccck,  Abr.er,   member  of  congress,  728,  777,  814. 
Lancaster  and  Philadelphia  turnpike,   608. 
Removal   of    capital  to,   425. 
Road  to  from  the  Schuylkill,  221. 
Land  claimants  in  Luzerne  county.  Compensation  to  Pennsylvania,  801. 

controversies  between  citizens  of  different  states,  New  Jersey  legislature 

on,    600. 
grants,    Revolutionary  military,  20,  168. 
Gflice,  Ir.adequate  facilities  of,  334,  382. 

question,. Rescluticns  of  the  Kentucky  legislature  on  the,   551. 
repervation.    recommended,   66. 
titles,  12. 
AVarrants  of  survey  of,    248. 
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Lands,  bet-ween  the  northern  boundary  and  Lake  Erie,  25. 

Donation,   Errors  in  laying  out  boundaries  of,   171. 

formerly  in  litigation  with  Virginia,   43. 

Funded  certifioatef  of  the  State  for  arrearages  due  on,  15. 

Illegal  settling  of,  248. 

in  Luzerne  county.   Compensation  of  certain  claimants  to,   629,  637,  734. 

Indian,   on  Lake  Erie,  48,  49,   54,   68,   75,   83. 

on  Lake  Erie,  734. 

opposite  Pittsburgh,   Sale  of,  41. 

Resurvey   of  certain  Indian,   161. 

State,   12 

Sale  of,  29,  282,  308,  421,  514,  686,  757,  823. 

Veto  of  a  resolution  denying  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  courts 
over,   604. 
Laws,  Defects  in  the  state,  824. 

Exchange  of  printed,  initiated  by  Delaware,  962. 

needed  under  the  constitution  of  1790,  154. 

of  the  state,  682,  754. 

Penal,  Revision  needed,  8S6. 

Prcn.pt   rvblication  of,   890. 

recommended  providing  labor  as  a  substitute  for  fines,  6. 

Reduced  severity  of  penal,  242. 

Revision   of,   147. 

Veto  of  a  resolution  to  publish,  in  the  newspapers,  601. 

WorkirgK  of  the,  916. 
Legislature,    115. 
Leib,    Michael,   member  of  congress,   472,   537. 

Resignation  as  United  States  senator,   834. 
Libel,  prevalence  of,  582. 
Licenses,   Tavern,   827. 
Linton,  Memorial  of  David,   49. 
Loan,   A  state,   810,   828. 

certificates,  78. 

from  the  Bank   of  North   America,    172,   175,   226. 

office.   Revision  of,  arrangements,  272. 

t<;  pay  the  militia  and  volunteers  of  the  war  of  1812,  857,  862,   863,   885. 

to  pay  the  militia  and  volunteers,  Act  authorizing  a,  899,  900,  902,  905. 

United  States,   1813,   829. 
Lodge,  Benjamin,  Veto  of  an  act  granting  certain  powers  to  the  administra- 
tors of  the  estate  of,   534. 
Lotterj'^  for  raising  funds,  84. 
Louisiana  purchase.   Advantages  of,   526. 
Lower,   Christian,  member  of  congress,  537. 
Lucas,  John  B.  C,  member  of  congress,   538. 
Luzerne  county,   Compensation  to  claimants  in,    801. 

disturbances,  17,  18,  20,  27,  28,  42,  181,  326,  328,  344,  416,  427,  463,  474,  487, 

489,   493,    505,    511,   545. 
El3Ction  in,   15. 

Lack  of  repcrt  on  compensation  of  certain  claimants  in,  629. 
Report  on  compensation  of  certain  claimants  in,   629,  637,  734. 
Lycoming  county  seat,  346. 
Lyle,  Aaron,  member  of  congress,  667,  728,  777,  867. 
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0  GILLIVRAY,    Colonel   Alexander,    Creek  Indian   chief,   103. 
M'Kean,    Thomas,    Biographical  sketch,   437. 
Member  constitutional  convention  of  1790,  134. 
Inaugural  address,  441. 
Second  inaugural   address,   507. 
Maladversicns  of  the  senate  on,  444. 
Proclanation  of   election  as  governor  and   continuance  of  officials,   440. 

third  election  of  and  continuance  of  officials,  574. 
Valedictory  ren-arks,   653. 
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MtccJay,   Samuel,  n.ember  of  congress,  330. 

Resignation  as  United  States  senator,   664. 
William  P.  n  ember  of  congress,   867,   910,  911. 
Manufactures  of  the  state,   677,   749.    787,   890. 
Map  of  PennFvlvanJa,   Reading  Howell's,   93,   246. 
Maichand,   David,   member  of  congress,  910. 
Maryland  commission  on  the  navigation  of  the  Susquehanna,   927. 

legislature    on    constitutional    amendment    prohibiting    receipt    of    titles, 
etc.,  767. 
on  the  Massachusetts  proposition  restricting  embargo,  718. 
on  th3  Virginia  proposition  regarding  removal  of  senators,  665. 
resolutions  on  the   importation  of  slaves,   598. 
runaway  slaves  harbored  by  Pennsylvanians,   936. 
Mas^.sachusetts    legislature   on    a    constitutional    amendment    restricting   em- 
1-argo  prwers,   689,   717,   737,  733,  740. 
on  the  anti-slavery  resolution  of  North  Carolina,  557., 
on  the  Virginia  proposition  regarding  removal  of  senators,   6fi8. 
Reward  for  participants  in  the  Shays  rebellion  in,  16. 
Mentges,   Colonel  Francis,  Inspector  general  of  militia,  38. 
Mercein,   William  A.,   publisher  of  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Field  Ex- 
ercises and  Manoeuvres  of  Infantry,  865. 
Message,   First  annual,   675. 
Mifflin,   Tl  cmas,    Biographical  sketch,    63. 

president  constitutional  convention  of  1790,  134. 
President  supreme  executive  council,  65. 
Go\  error  of  the  commonwealth,  137. 
Im.ugural  address  as  governor,  139. 
Honors  to  the  memory  of,  653. 
county,   Boundary  of,    188,    1S9,    199,   222,   243. 
Milnor,  Jtmes,   men;ber  of  congress,  727. 

William,   member  of  congress,  588,  666,  S66. 
Military  forces,    State   (see  also  militia),   231. 
land  grants.  Revolutionary,  20,  168. 
officerf  of  the  flying  camp,   Memorial  of  certain,  188. 
service  in  the  war  of  1812,  781,  793,    882. 
tactics,    Mercein's,   965. 
Militia  arms  and  equipments,  46S,  850,  955. 

and  volunteers,   Loan  to  pay  the,  899,   900,  902,   905. 
Colonel  Francis  Mentges,   Inspector  general   of,   38. 
Condition  of  the,  461. 
Con.stitvtional  previsions  for,   126. 
court  miartial  fines,   Certain,    895. 

held  at  Gretnsburg  in  1814,  Action  on  a,  943. 
escort  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  recommended,  75. 
Extra  compensation  to,  serving  under  General  Harrison,   804. 
Improvement  of  the,   361. 
in  1802,   Ccndition  of  the,   487. 
in  1816.  Condition  of,  921. 
in  the  War  of  1812,  781,  793,  882. 
Additional,    820. 
Conduct  of  the,   848. 
Necessities  of  the,   791. 
Insubordination  in  the,   Punishment  of,  863. 
L,;iw,   Inrrrovement  of,   2^,  301,   430. 

men,    Orderr-  directing  proceedings  against  delinquent,   944. 
on  Lake  Erie  frontier,  833. 
officers.  On  supernumerary,   831. 
Protest  of  certain,   928. 
Rank  of,   in  war  of  1812,   803. 

request  protection  in  the  exercise  of  their  duty,   934. 
Punishment  for  encouraging  insubordination  in  the,   863. 
required  by  federal   authorities,   812. 
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Militia- 
state,  186,  257,  529,  546,   571,  5S4,   622,  680,   729,   748. 

Service  of  the,   271. 

in  the  "whiskey  insurrection,"  311,  313,  317,  335. 

stores,   Authority  for  the  sale  of  certain,  906,  908. 

Support  of  widows  and  orphans  of  Revolutionary,  26. 

to  resist  the  execi;tion   of  certain  orders  of   the   United  States  supreme 
court,   667,    678,   691. 

Veto  of  an  act  for  the  regulation  of  the,    893. 

Voting  prerogative  of  the,  785. 

War  pay  of  the,  885. 
Money,   Paper,   Bank,   754,    807,   826,    837,   854. 

State,   19,   26,  29,  72,  93,  144,    155,    178,   185,  210,  244,   353. 
M(ntgomery.    Daniel,    jr.,    member  of    congress,    588. 

William,  member  of  congress,  228. 
Mcore,   Rotert,  member  of  congress,  910. 
Morris,   James,  member  of  congress,  330. 
Moyament,:ng,  Reads  in,  249. 
Mud  island  banks.   Repair  of,   162,   174. 

Fort  at,   272,  281.  2S3. 
Muhlenberg.  Frederick  Augustus,  member  of  congress,  69,   202,  228,  389. 

Peter,  Biographical  note,  47. 

member  of  congress,   69,   228,   473. 
Municipal  law,   145. 
Murder  by  Jacob  Brenneman,   Attempted,  578. 

by  James  Jamison,   589. 

by  John  Craig.   945. 

by  John  Gallagher.   645. 

by  Philip  Winebiddle,  S76. 

by  Then  as  Francis,    24. 

by  Thomas  Varderslice,  jr.,  878. 

of  Andrew  Garrett.    778. 

of  Artl  ur  Erwin  in  Luzerne  county,   181. 

of  Edward  Gobin,  535. 

of  Edward  Hunter,  ^5. 

of  indianp  on  Beaver  creek,  178. 
frier.dly,   59,   60,  102,  106,  108. 

of  Isaac  Wills,  839. 

of  James  Hrmilton,   610. 

of  Matthew  Henderson,  830. 

of  Nathaniel  Reed,  878. 

of  Peter  Bechkercher,  488. 
Murray,  John,  member  of  congress,   948. 


NAPOLEON'S  return  from  Elba,  881. 
Natchez   and   New   Orleans   illegal    exactions,    597. 
Naturalisation,  Questions  of,  37. 
Navigation,  Inland  (see  also  river,  canal),  36. 
Negro,    Abduction  of  a  free,   179. 

Negroes,   Runaway,   Harboring  of  Maryland,    by  Pennsylvanians,   936. 
New  Hsmpthin    legislature   on  the  P^nnsj-lvania  constitutional   amendment 
coicerning  disputes  between  state  and  general  governments,   712. 
on  the  Massachusetts  proposition  restricting  embargo,   739. 
New  Jersey,    Co-operation  of,    in   preventing  encroachments  on  the   naviga- 
tion of  the  Delaware,   1S7. 
legislature  on  constitutional  amendment  prohibiting  receipt  of  titles, 

dfcoratlons,  etc.,   761. 
legislature  on  fisheries  in  the  Delaware,   688. 

disputes  between  state  and  general  governments,   738. 
legislature    on     land     controversies     between     citizens    of     different 

states,  COO. 
legislature  on  obstructing  the   Delaware,  937. 
,        legislature   on   Massachusetts    proposition   restricting   embargo,    737. 
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New  Jersey- 
legislature  on  Pennsylvania  constitutional  amendment  concerning  dis- 
putes between  state  and  general  governments,  738. 
legislature  on  Virginia  proposition  regarding  removal  of  senators,  738. 
On  a  difference  with  concerning  an  obstruction  in  the  Delaware,  874. 
New  Orleans  illegal  exactions,    597. 
Newspapers,   Licentiousness  of,  583. 

Veto  of  a  resolution  for  publishing  laws  in,  601. 
Nicholson,    John,    Comptroller   General,    transmits    certain   charges   against 
the  United  States,   9. 
Clain.!?  upon  the  estate  of,   553,   555,   576. 
Discovery  of  new  property  of,   956. 
On  the  securities  of,  482. 
Resignation  of,  286. 
North  Carolina,    Constitutional  amendment  proposed  by,   548,   557. 

legislature   on   Massachusetts   proposition   restricting   embargo,    717. 
legislature  on   Pennsylvania  proposition  concerning  disputes  between 

state  and  general  governments,  716. 
proposed    constitutional    amendment     relative    to     representation    in 
congress  and  presidential  electors,   797. 
Northumberland  county.   Disorder  in,   35. 
Notes,   Bank,   754,   S07,   826,   837,   854. 


OATHS  or  afPrmations,    Proclamation  concerning,   80. 
Solemnity  of,  919. 
Office   in   the   state   and    United  States,    Veto   of   a  bill   rendering  in- 
compatible the  holding  of,  484. 
OfTicials,  On  the  removal  and  appointment  of,  by  Governor  M'Kean,  447. 
Ogle,    Aleyandej ,   member  of  congress,  91C. 
Ohio  legislature  on  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river,  932. 

Olmstead,   Gideon,   et  al.  vs.  Elizabeth  Sergeant  and  Esther  "Waters,  execu- 
trices   of  the  late  David   Rittenhouse,   678,    691,   712. 


PAPER  MONEY,   Bank,   754,   807,   826,  837,  854. 
State,  19,  26,  29,  72.   93,  144,   155,  178,  185,  210,  244,  353. 
Pa&^yunk,   Reads  in,   249. 
Patterson,   Thomas,    member  of  congress,   910. 
Pawling,   Levi,  men  ber  of  congress,   909. 
Pearlash,   Exportation   of,   85. 
Penal  code,  Revision  needed,  886. 

Penn  family.  Application  of,   for  certain  papers  of  the  late  proprietaries,  404. 
Grant  to  the,    176. 
William,    Original  charter  to,   769,  771. 
Pernsylvania,   Bank  of,   687,  736,   759. 
Hospital,   404. 

Proposition  for  a  tribunal  to  settle  disputes  between  state   and  general 
governments,  712,  717,  719,  725,  738,  741. 
I'ensioners,  Revolutionary,  26,   30,  72,   74,  84,  90,  188. 
Philadelrhia  and  Lancaster  turnpike,   608. 
arsenal,  828. 

Fortification  of  port  of,   307. 
Incendiaries  in,   377. 

Jurisdiction  over  certain  United  States  property  near,  897. 
Mansion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in,  223. 
Opening  of  Federal  street  through  the  navy  yard,  809. 
prison,  Debtors'  apartments  in,  212. 

On  laws  for  debtors  and  criminals  in,   355. 
Report  on,   379. 
Remcvai  of  the  ccpital  from,   425. 
riot,   21. 
Veto  of  a  bill  to  prevent  the  Recorder  of,  from  practicing  law,  602. 
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Philadelphia- 
Warden  of  the  port  of,  242. 
Yellow  ftver  in,  444. 
Pickering,   Timothy,    member  constitutional  convention  of  1790,    135. 

prothonotary,    Abduction   of,    28. 
Piper,   William,    member  of  congress,   727,   777,  867. 
Pittsburgh,    Danger  of  indian   invasion  at,   214. 
Incendiaries  in  and  near,  842. 

Jurisdiction  over  certain  United  States  property   near,    897. 
Sale  of  lands  opposite,  41. 
to  Cumberland  county.  Road  from,  66. 

Veto  of  a  bill  supplimentary  to  the  act  incorporating  the  city  of,   925. 
Platina,  On  the  metal.   861,   871,  895. 
Porter,   Dr.  John,    member  of  congress,   0S6,   5S8,   666. 
Potash,   Exportation  of,   85. 
Powder  magazine,   162. 
Ground  for,   105. 
President  of  the   United  States,   Congratulatory  address  to  the,    76. 
Escort  to  the,   recommended,  75. 
Mansion  for,    223. 
Presqu'   Isle,   Settlement  at,   303,   327,    328,   329. 
Press,  Freedom  of  the.  128,  582. 
Priestly,   Joseph,  451. 

Priscn,   Philadelphia,   Debtors'   apartments  in  the,   212. 
On  laws  for  debtors  and  criminals  in  the,   S55. 
Report  on,  379. 
Prisoners  of  war,  American,  transported  to  Great  Britain,  834. 

British.    Confinement    of,    in    Philadelphia    penetentiary,    S34. 
Privateers,   Eouipment  of  foreign,   in   Pennsylvania  ports,    251. 
Proclamation  against  trespassers  in  Luzerne  County,   326,   329. 
concerning  oaths  and  aflirmations  of  state  officials,  80. 

the  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  turnpike.    608. 
convoking     the     assembly    to     provide     for    the     choice    of     presidential 

electors,   452. 
entitling  th«^  Union  Canal  Company  to  certain  privileges,    744. 
for  an  extra  session  of  assembly  on  account  of  the  "whiskey  insurrec- 

tjcn."  287,   288. 
for  the  return  of  all  United  States  and  state  arms  and  equipments,  4€S. 
of  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,   1814,  840. 
of  a  day  of  thanksgiving.    1789,  85. 
1812,   772. 
1817,   946. 
of  an  act  regarding  the  Connecticut  trespassers,   489,   493. 
of  Governor  M  Kean,   announcing   election  and  continuing  officials.   440. 
anntuncing   re-election  and  continuing  officials.    508.'- 
further  cciitinuing  officials,   451. 
of   Governor  Snyder  announcing  election    and   continuing  officials,    662. 
annoi-ncing  re-election  and  continuing  officials,  843. 
further  continuing  officials,   670. 
of  members  of   congress,    69,    227,    330,    467,    472,    476,    536,   541,    586,    587,    665, 

672,    726,    776,   804,    813,    814,    816,    866,    870,    909,    911,    948. 
of  pardon  to  thie  participants  in  the   "whiskey  insurrection,"   335. 
of  presidential  electors,   70,    356,   465,   539,    646,   774,  912. 
of   reward  for  certain  incendiaries,   94. 
for  certain  incendiaries  in  York,   517. 
for   Jacob  Brenneman,   578. 
for  James  Burn,  a  felon,  39. 
for  James  Jamison,  a  murderer.   589. 
for  John  Craig,   accused  of  murder,  945. 
for   John   Gallagher,    a   murderer,    645. 
for  John  Swenck,    assailant  of  a  toll-gatherer,   674. 
for   participants   in  the    Shays'    rebellion,    16. 
for  Philip  Winebiddle,    murderer,   876. 
for  Pittsturgh  incendiaries,   842. 
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Proclamation  of  reward— 

for  rioters  in  Luzerne  county,   42. 

for  the  assailants  of  the  residence  of  Major  Alexander  Boyd,   21. 

for  the  niirderers  of  Edward  Gobin.  535. 

for  the  murderers  of  Isaac  Wills,  839. 

for  the  murderers  of  James  Hamilton,   610. 

for  the  murderers  of  Matthew   Henderson,   830. 

for  the  murderer  of  Peter  Bechkercher,   488. 

for  the  murderers  of  two  friendly  Indians,   102. 

for  the  robbers  and  murderers  of  Andrew  Garrett,  778. 

for  the  robbers  of  the  lodans,   tax-collectors,  34. 

for  Thomas  Francis,   a  murderer,   24. 

for   Thom.as    Vanderslics,    jr.,    alleged    murderer,     878. 
relating-  to  lands  formerly  in   litigation  with  Virginia,   43. 
Profanity,   918. 
Proprietaries,    Ari  lication  of,    for   certain   papers,    404. 

Grant  to  the  late,  176. 
Pugh,  John,  member  of  congress,   537,  588. 


Q 


UAKANTINE  act,  Veto  of  a,   940. 

agpinst  a  threatened  epidemic,    3S3,   386. 

certain  ports  on  account  of  epidemic  disease,   307. 
certain  West  Indian  vessels,  284. 
arrangements,  90,  181,   243.  267,  283,  348,   405,  426,  528,   544,  569. 


REA,  John,   member  of  congress.  537,  588,  666,  813. 
Recorder  of  Philadelphia,  Veto  of  an  act  to  prevent  the,    from  prac- 
ticing law,  602. 
Redick,  David,   Biographical  note,  52. 

member  constitutional  convention  of  1790,   135. 
Reed,    Nathaniel,    Muider  of,    878. 

Register  general,  Veto  of  an  act  to  alter  the  mode  of  appointing  the,  560. 
Religiou.'^  belief  not  a  bar  to  holding  office,    128. 
Representatives  in  the  legislature,   115,   132. 
Revenue  legislation  recommended,  7. 
Revolutionary  pensicners,  11,  26,  30,  37,  72,  74,  84,  90. 
Richards,   Jacob,  member  of  congress,   537,  588. 

John,   member  of  congress,  SSO. 

Matthias,  member  of  congress,  1&8,  666. 
Rights,   Declaratior   of,   1790,   127. 
Riot  in  Philadelphia,  22. 

Riots  in  Washington  and   Allegheny  couftties.  Whiskey,   287,   288. 
Rittenhouse,   David,   Elizabeth  Sergeant  and  Esther  Waters,   executrices  of, 

678,    691,    712. 
River,   Delaware,   Navigation  of  the,   1S7. 
Ne\.   Jersey  on  obstructing  the,   937. 
On  obstructing  the,   874. 

Ohio,   Navigation  of  the,  Ohio  legislature  on,  932. 

Susquehanna,   Maryland  commission  on  the  navigation  of  the,  927. 
Ri^ers,  Exploration  of  the  head  waters  of  the  principal,  98,  105. 

Improving  the  navigation  of,  173. 

Improvement  of.  470,   556,   731,  750,  786,    822,   892,  916. 

Navigation  of,   73. 

Schuylkill,  Delaware,  Susquehanna  and  Juniata.  Navigation  of,  58,  92,  fJ> 

Survey  of  western,  96,  152,  163. 

Veto  of  a  bil!  authorizing  dams  across,  521. 
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Read  between  the  Frankstown  branch  of  the  Juniata  and  the  Conemaugh, 
106,   167. 

from  Cumberland  countj'  to  Pittsburgh,   66. 

from   Middle  Ferry  on  the  Schuylkill  to  Lancaster,  221. 

United  States  turnpike,  591. 
Reads,  Development  of,  in  the  state,   195. 

On  making,   in  the  state,   249,    259,  285,  423,   428,   470,   529,   591,    608,  731,  750, 
786,  892,  916. 

Repair  and  improvement  of,   6,  84,   152,   175,   217,  224. 

State,   73,    237. 

Survey  of,  152. 
Robber  and  murderer  of  Andrew  Garrett,  Reward  for  the,   778. 

John  Swenck,   674. 
Robbers  of  the  Icdans,    tax-collectors,    34. 
Roberts,   J(.nathan,   member  of  congress,  727. 
Rodman,   "William,   member  of  congress,    727. 
Ross,   George,   Biographical   note,   57. 

James,    member  constitutional   convention  of  1790,   135. 

John,  member  of  congress,  666,  867,   910. 


SAILORS,   Relief  for  certain  East  Indian,   7. 
St.  Clair,  Arthur,  Thanks  for  aid,  811. 

Savannah,    Georgia,    Recommendation    of   relief   for   sufferers   from   a 
fire  at,  376. 

Transmittal  of  letter  of  thanks  from  the  mayor  of,  378. 
Say,   Dr.    Benjamin,   member  of  congress,    666. 
Schools,   Constitutional  provisions  for,  127. 

in  the  state,  322,  462,  570,  733,  749,   786,  891,  953. 
Schuylkill  river.   Navigation  of,  58,   92,    98. 
Scott,  David,  member  of  congress,   910,  948. 

Thonias,   member  of  congress,   69,   228. 
Seal  of  the  state,  147 

Secretary  of  the  cimmonwealth,   Constitutional  provisions  for,   121. 
Seduction.  918. 
Seminaries,  153. 

Constitutional  provisions  for,   127, 
Senate,   Acknowledgement  of  a  congratulatory  address  from,   507. 

Election  of  Albert  Gallatin  to  the  United  States  declared  to  be  void,   283. 
State,   Cons-titi:ticnal  provision  for,  115. 
Senator,   Election  of  United  States,    249. 

Michael  Leib,   Resignation  of  United  States,  834. 
Samuel  Maclay,   Resignation  of  United  States,   664. 
Senators,   Constitutional  amendment  regarding.   Proposed,  963. 
State,   116,   132. 

United   States,    Term  of   office  proposed   to   be  reduced  to  two  years  by 
Tenressee,  832. 
•Virginia    and    other    legislatures    on    removal    of,    634,    665,    668,    714, 
722,   738. 
Senecas,   Letter  to  the,   109,   112. 
Sentence  of  death,   684. 

Sergeant,    Elizabeth,     Executrix    of    the    late    David    Rittenhouse,    667,     678, 
691,  712. 
John,   member  of  congress,    S79,   909. 
Seybert,   Dr.  Adam,  member  of  congress,  672,  727,   776,  909. 
Shays,    Daniel,   of  Massachusetts,    Reward  for  the  rebel,   16. 

rebellion,  On  a  reward  for  the  participants  in,  40. 
Sheriffs,    Constitutional  provisions  for,   125. 

Need  of  officials  to  perform  the  duties  of,  in  contested  elections,  66. 
Shipping,  Illegal  exactions  on,  597. 
Ships,   privateer,    Foreign,   251. 
Sick  Keetar  and  other  East  Indian  sailors,   7. 
Sitgreaves,    Samuel,  member  of  congress,  330. 
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Six  nationc  Indians  invited  to  Philadelpliia,   99,  107. 
Letter  to,  109,  112. 
Ten. per  of,  35. 
Slavery    Abduction  or"  a  free  negro  for,  179. 

Slaves,    Harboring   of  Maryland,   by  Pennsylvanians,    898,   936. 
in  the  comn  rnwealth,   757. 
inhabitants  and,   in  1815,  864. 
Kentucky  legislature  on  the  inclusion  of,   in  computing  the  population  for 

congressional  apportionment,   553. 
Proposed  constitutional  amendment  prohibiting  Importation  of,  550,  557. 
Tennessee  legislature  on,  577. 
Smilie,   John,   member  of  congress,   228,    473,   538,   588,   666,  728,  777,   804. 
Smith,  Gecrge,  member  of  congress,  666,  727. 
Isaac,  member  of  congress,  777. 
Samuel,    member  of  congress,   588,  667. 
Thomas,    meniber  of  congress,    S66. 
Snjder,   Simon,   Blcgraphical  sketch,   657. 

member  constitutional  convention  of  1790,  135. 
Inaugural   address,   660. 
Inaugural  address  on  re-election,   762. 
Inaugural  address  on  second  re-election,  858. 

Proclamation  announcing  election  and  continuing  officials,   662. 
Proclematlon  announcing  re-election  and  continuing  officials,  843. 
Prcclaniation  continuing  officials,   670. 
Valedictory  remarks,   860,   957. 
Somerset  ccunty  seat,   S46. 
South-nark.  Roads  in,  249. 
Spangler,  Jacob,  n  ember  of  congress,  910. 
Speakers  of  House  and  Senate,   117. 
Specie  payments,   Stoppage  of,   by  banks,   854. 
State  Islpnd,  Hcspital  on,  106. 
Statutes,  Printing  of  the,  682. 
Stewart,   Captain  Charles,   Sword  presented  to,    924,   9.54,  958. 

John,   meniber  of  congress,   467,   473. 
Susquehai.na,  Improvement  of  the,   556. 

Maryland  ccmm.ission  on  the  navigation  of  the,  927. 
Navigation  of  the,  58,  59,  92,  98,  174,  196,  511. 
Survey,    Warrants  of,   248. 
Swanwick,  John,  member  of  congress,  330. 
Swenck,  John,  assailant  and  robber  of  a  toll-gatherer,  674. 


TANNEHILIi,   Adamson,   mamber  of  congress,   777. 
Tarr,    Christian,   member  of  congress,    910. 
Tavern  licenses,   827. 
Tax  collectors.   Robbery  of  the  lodans,   34. 

laws.   Needed  revision  of.  66.  ' 

lists  of  unseated  lands,    Expenses  of,  170. 
Taxable  inhabitants  and  slaves,  1815,  864. 
Taxes,  Collection  of,   210. 

Collection  of  arrearages  of,    190. 
Payment  of,   155. 
War  of  1812.   822. 
Tennessee  legislature  on  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves,  577. 

prcpfsal  to  reduce  senator's  term  to  four  years,  832. 
Thanksgiving   proclamation,    17S9,    85. 
1S12.  772. 
1S17,   946. 
Thoma?,  Richard,  n.ember  of  congress,  330 
Thompson,   Charles,   secretary  of  congress,  transmits  official  documents,  9. 

Thomas  M'Kean,  appointed  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  481. 
Titles,   Prohibition  of  receipt  of,   131,  748,   761,  767,   770,   795. 
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Treasurer,   State,    Constitutional  provisions  for,   126. 

Instructions  to,   91. 

Legal  status  of,   512. 

Orders  drawn  on  the,  158. 
Trespassers  (see  also  Connecticut,   Luzerne),   on  the  western  borders, 
Turnpike,   A  United  States,  591. 
Philadelphia  and  Lancaster,   608. 


u 


DREE,   Daniel,    member  of  congress,   816. 
United  States,  Claims  of  the  state  against  the,  171,   177. 
Courts,  Vermont    legislature   on    provisions   for  removing  judges    of 
the,    627,    633. 
Kentucky  resolutions  on  the  maintenance  of  the,  595. 
Mansion  for  the  president  of  the,  223. 
Senator,   Invalid  election  of,  283. 
Sonators,   Virginia  and  other  legislatures  on  removal  of,   634,   665,   668, 

714,   722,  738. 
turnpike,   591. 

Veto    of   a   bill   rendering    incompatible   the   holding   of   office    in   the 
state  and  the,  484. 
Univf-rsitj'^  of  Pennsylvania,  153. 


XTAFDFFSLICE,   Thomas,   jr..   Murder  by,   878. 
'       Van  Home,  Isaac,   member  cf  congress,  476. 

Vermont  legislature   on  Pennsylvania  constitutional  amendment   con- 
cerning disputes  between  state  and  general  governments,  713. 
on  provisions  for  removing  judges  of  the  United  States  courts,  627. 
on  Virginia  proposition  regarding  removal  of  senators,   714. 
Vice,    Remedies  urged  for,   685. 

Virginia  and  other  legislatures  on  removal  of  United  States  senators,  634,  665. 
668,  714,   722,   758. 
Lands  formerly  in  litigation  with,  43. 

legislature   on    Pennsylvania    constitutional   amendment   concerning   dis- 
putes between  state  and  general  governments,   719. 
Murder  of  Indians  on  Beaver  Creek  by  inhabitants  of,   178. 
On  the  extradition  of  certain  offenders  from,    179,   218,  220,   222. 
Votes  of  the  militia,   785. 


WALLACE,   James,   member  of  congress,    879. 
War  of  1S12,   Acts  culminating  in  the,   649,   676,   747,   780. 

British  prisoners  of,    Confinement  in  the  Philadelphia  peneten- 
tiary,   834. 
Contii  nation  of,   845. 

Extra  compensation  to  militia  in  Harrison's  command  in  the  804. 
Horrors  of  the,  817. 
Pennsylvania  troops  for,   781. 
Retrospect  of,   882. 
TeiP  ination  of,   868. 
Revolutionary,    Relief  of  soldiers  and  sailors  In  the,   11. 
Warden  of  the  port,   212. 

Washington,   George,  Congratulatory  address  to  President,  76. 
Death  of,  442. 
Sacking  of  the  city  of.  845,  847. 
Waters,   Esther,  Executrix  of  the  late  David  RitYenhouse,  f67,   678,  691,  712. 
Survey  of  western,  96,  105. 
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Wayne,   Goneral  Anthony,   Honors  to  memory  of,  653. 
Weights  and  measures.   Regulation  of,   145. 
Whiskey  insurrection,  287,   2S8,  311,  313,  315,  316,    317,   335. 
Whitehill,  James,  member  of  congress,  776. 

John,  member  of  congress,  537. 

Robert,   member  of  congress,   588,   666,  727,  777,  813. 
Whiteside,   John,   member  of  congress,  867,   910. 
Williams,  Jonathan,  member  of  congress,  880,  866. 
Wills,  Isaac,   Murder  of,  839. 

Prcbato  of,  125". 
Wilson,    Ihcmas,   member  of  congress,    814,  867. 

William,   menr-bei  of  congress,  867,  910. 
Winehiddle,   Philip,   Murder  by,   876. 
Woods,   Henry,   member  of  congress,   473. 

Jolm,    member  of  congress,  867. 
Wynkoop,  Henry,  member  of  congress,  69. 
Wyoming  affairs,  416,  427,  463,  474,  487,   489,  493,  505,  511,   545. 
riots,  17,  18,    20,   27,  28,  42. 


Y 


ARN,    Machine  making,   from   flax  or  hemp,    Purchase   recommended, 
671. 
Yellow  fever  in  Philadelphia,   444. 
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